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P  R  E  FACE 


IT  has  been  our  fortune,  to  trace  our  unhappy  civil 
diffentions,  down  from  their  original  caufes  and 
earliefi  appearance,  nearly  to  the  point  of  their  ultimate 
conclufion,  in  the  reparation  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  colonies.  In  this  courfe,  which  conflantly  required 
all  the  labour  and  attention  we  were  capable  of  be¬ 
llowing,  we  were,  by  degrees,  unwittingly  led  into 
the  execution  of  a  work  far  beyond  our  ability  and 
powers  ;  and  upon  which  we  could  fcarcely  have 
ventured,  had  we  forefeen  its  extent  and  difficulty. .  We 
were  led  into  the  hiflory  of  a  war  of  fuch  a  magnitude* 
as  would  have  afforded  a  full  fcope  to  the  genius  of  the 
Bril  writers.  A  war,  by  far  the  moft  dangerous  in 
which  the  Britilh  nation  was  ever  involved;  of  the 
fir  ft  rank  in  point  of  adtion  and  event  ^  but  of  Bill  wider 
importance,  when  confidered  with  a  view  to  its  adfual 
or  probable  confequences.  It  has  already  overturned 
thofe  favourite  fyftems  of  policy  and  commerce,  both 
in  the  old  and  in  the  new  world,  which  the  wifdorn 
•of  ages,  and  thd  power  of  the  greateft  nations,  had  in 
vain  endeavoure  to  render  permanent  ;  and  it  ieems 
to  have  laid  the  feeds  of  Hill  greater  revolutions  in  the 
hiflory  and  mutual  relations  of  mankind. 


Unequal 


IV 


PREFACE. 
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Unequal  as  we  were  to  the  talk,  and  under  a!! 
the  obvious  difficulties  and  difadvantages  attending  the 
writing  and  publication  of  hiftory  immediately  on  the 
\  heel  of  adlion,  we  have  fortunately  had  no  occafion  to 
regret  our  temerity.  The  increafing  favour  we  experience 
from  the  public  at  home,  and  the  diftinguifhed  reception 
which  our  work  meets  with  abroad,  not  only  in  thofe 
extenfive  parts  of  the  world  where  the  Englifh  language 
is  vernacular,  but  wherever  the  general  affairs  of  man¬ 
kind  are  fo  far  known  as  to  be  intereffing,  and  are  ad¬ 
mitted  to  become  fubjedts  of  free  difcuffion,  have  fully 
qualified  all  our  apprehenfions,  and  amply  repaid  our 
labours.  In  thefe  circumftances,  inftead  of  repining  at 
any  expence  of  labour  or  time,  it  will  ever  be  our  pride, 
that  we  happened  to  be  the  early  and  faithful  recorders  of 
events  of  fuch  magnitude  and  celebrity,  and  that  we  have 
been,  at  any  period,  capable  of  producing  a  work  which 
has  met  with  fuch  general  approbation. 

The  repeated  complaints  which  have  been  made, 
relative  to  the  delay  of  the  prefent  publication,  has  com¬ 
pelled  us  to  the  painful  neceffity,  of  running  more  into 
egotifm,  and  bringing  ourfelves  more  forward,  upon 
this  occafion,  than  ufual.  As  it  may  now  be  hoped, 
that  the  return  of  the  public  tranquility  will  afford  fome 
confiderable  relaxation  of  our  labour,  (for  we  (ball  claim 
none  with  refpedt  to  care  and  affiduity)  fo,  by  degrees,  a 
due  punctuality  as  to  the  feafon  of  publication  will  be  a 
neceffary  confequence. 
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Retrofpe clique  vtiew  of  affairs  in  the  Eaff,  which'  led  to  the  late  alarming 
and  dangerous  ftuation  of  the  Britijh  empire  in  India.  State  of  the  na¬ 
tive  powers ,  with  refpeci  to  each  other ,  and  to  the  Eajl  India  Company . 
Greatnfs  of  the  Marat ta  empire  ;  and  nature  of  its  power ,  refources, 
and  government .  Infant  Ram-Rajah  depofed ,  and  a  government  of 

miniferSy  called  the  Raifhwajhip ,  Jnbfituted  in  his  place .  Ragonaut 

Row ,  being  obliged  to  abandon  Roonah  and  his  country ,  jor  the  ajfajjln - 
at  ion  of  his  nephew ,  the  young  Paijbwa ,  fies  Jor  refuge  to  Bombay .  Pro¬ 
tection  afforded  to  Ragonaut ,  lays  the  joundation  of  all  the  jubjequent 
wars  with  the  Marat t as.  cl  reaty  of  friend/hip  and  alliance  between  the 
Eajl  India  Company  and  Hyder  Ally,  concluded  at  Madras  in  the  year 
1769.  RefuJ'al  to  JurniJh  Ryder  with  the  fuccours  Jlipulatea  by  treaty , 
in  his  Jubjequent  ruinous  war  with  the  Marat tas,  ejlranges  that  prince 
from  the  company,  and  occafons  his  embracing  French  connections.  Treaty 
concluded  at  Bombay  with  Ragonaut  Row.  IVar  entered  into  with  the 
Marattas  Jor  his  rejioration  to  power.  -  Ifland  oj  Saljette,  Baroach9 
and  other  places  conquered .  Treaty  of  Poonah  ;  by  which  Ragonaut  is  to 
be  given  up,  and  the  new  conquejis  are  confrmed  to  the  company.  New 
Vol.  XXV.  [A]  fyftems 
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fyfiems  of  policy  adopted .  Ragonaut  Row  is  fill  proteded ,  and  various 
intrigues  entered  into  for  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta  government  in  his 
favour.  New  demands  to  he  made  upon  the  Court  of  Poonah ,  the  reject 
tion  of  which  are  to  be  deemed  violations  of  the  late  treaty.  Strong 
military  force  under  Colonel  Lefie,  fent  acrofs  the  continent  from  Bengal. 
Proceedings  of  that  detachment  }  Lejiie  dies ,  and  is  fucceeded  by  Colonel 
Goddard.  Prcpofah  for  a  treaty  with  Moodajee  Boofa,  the  Rajah  of 
Berar ,  for  placing  hi?n  at  the  head  of  the  Maratta  empire ,  The  Court 
of  Poonah  refufing  to  comply  with  the  new  demands ,  the  Britifh  refident 
is  withdrawn ,  and  the  Bombay  army  landed  on  the  continent,  in  order  to 
accompany  Ragonaut  Roiv  to  that  capital.  Army  being  furrounded , 
and  all  means  of  retreat  cut  off,  a  capitulation  takes  place ,  Moderate- 
terms  impofed  by  the  Maratias  in  the  treaty  of  IV or  gaum.  Ragonaut 
Row  is  given  up,  and  the  army  conducted  by  a  body  of  Maratta  horfe  ts 
the  fea  coaf,  where  it  embarks  for  Bombay . 


TH  E  fuCcefs  which  attended 
the  Bri^iffi  arms  in  the  year 
1778,  by  the  taking  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  and  the  entire  reduction 
of  all  the  French  fettlements  in 
that-  part  of  the  world,  feemed, 
along  with  the  powerful  armies  in 
the  hands  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  the  naval  force  deftined 
to  their  fupport  under  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  fully  Sufficient,  not  only 
to  lecure  their  prefent  tranquility, 
but  to  lay  fuch  a  foundation  of 
ftrength  and  profperity,  as  could 
Mot  eafily  be  ffiaken.  They  were 
now  freed  from  their  only  Euro¬ 
pean  competitor,  and  from  a  moll 
active  and  enterprizing  neighbour, 
whole  fpirit  of  intrigue,  as  well 
as  power,  whether  in  war  or  in 
peace,  would  conllantly  afford 
matter  of  jealoufy,  if  not  of  ap~ 
prehenfion  y  and  as  wars  and  con- 
quefts  had  not  originally  been 
propofed  as  the  end  of  that  infti- 
tution,  and  were  rendered  Hill 
lefs  lb,  by  the  Hate  of  affairs  in 
Europe,  it  was  fuppoled,  that  it 
would  require  no  great  refinement 
in  policy,  or  in  conduct,  to  pre¬ 
serve  fuch  a  balance  between  the 
native  powers,  as,  without  en¬ 


gaging  much  in  their  particular 
quarrels,  would  enable  the  com¬ 
pany  to  become  the  arbiter  of  In¬ 
dia,  and  tend  equally  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  tranquility,  and  to  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  their  own  fuperiority. 

It  was  accordingly  hoped  at 
home,  and  afforded  no  fmall  con- 
folation  in  the  moll  alarming  fi- 
tuation  which  we  had  ever  yet  ex¬ 
perienced,  that,  however  Great 
Britain  might  have  been  over¬ 
borne,  in  that  very  unequal  con- 
tell  which  ffie  was  doomed  to  fuf- 
tain  in  every  other  quarter  of  the 
globe,  yet,  that  her  dominion 
and  commerce  in  the  Eaft,  being 
happily  free  from  the  contingen¬ 
cies  of  war.  Hill  remained  whole 
and  unimpaired  and  might  prove 
an  unfailing  refource  of  wealth 
and  of  ftrength  in  the  worft  event. 

Such  were  the  hopes  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  fuch  perhaps  the  fpecu- 
lations  of  ftatelinen.  But  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  nations,  their  adverfity  and 
fuccefs,  often  depend  upon  un- 
forefeen  circumftances,  which  poli¬ 
tical  fagacity  cannot  always  provide, 
againft.  The  experience  of  ages 
has  lhewn,  that  it  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  keep  arms  long  unem¬ 
ployed. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [3 


plover!,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
have  been  accuflomed  to  ufe  them 
with  great  <  fie  fit  and  advantage. 
Snch  a  relcraint  requires  a  ftrong 
and  immediate  controul  ;  and  is 
not  eafily  practicable  under  a  re¬ 
mote  government.  '~he  abun¬ 
dant  means  of  war  in  the  hands 
of  the  company’s  fervants,  natu¬ 
rally  tended  to  its  production  ;  and 
it  will  not  be  doubted,  that  con- 
queft  and  the  overthrow  of  dates, 
are  attended  with  circumiTances, 
which  promife  a  full  gratification 
to  fome  of  the  ftrongeft  paifions  of 
the  human  mind. 

The  wantonnefs  and  injuftice 
attributed  to  fome  wars  undertaken 
in  India,  had  (to  the  honour  of 
the  public  feelings,  whether  the 
charges  were  ill  or  well  founded) 
been  for  fome  time  a  matter  of 
general  execration  in  England. 
The  cenfures  palled  in  fome  in¬ 
dances  by  the  company,  if  they 
did  not  fully  confirm*  at  lead  af¬ 
forded  a  general  fanCticn  to  the 
charges.  We  have  heretofore  had 
occafion  more  than  once  to  take 
notice  of  the  caufes,  which  tend¬ 
ed  to  lelfen  the  authority  of  the 
company  over  its  fervants  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  neceffarily,  their  reve¬ 
rence  for  their  employers,  and 
obedience  to  their  commands. 
But  the  company  itfelf,  in  its 
ruling  and  governing  powers  at 
home,  did  not  efcape  a  large 
portion  of  public  cenfure,  derived 
from  the  imputed  exorbitances  of 
their  fervants  abroad.  They  were 
charged  with  a  general  indecilion, 
a  deficiency  of  fpirit  and  vigour, 
and  even  fome  apparent  contra¬ 
dictions  in  their  conduct  and  mea- 
iures.  That  they  did  not  luffi- 
ciently  exercile  the  authority  which 
they  polTefltd.  That  they  were 


content  to  reprove  where  they 
fhould  punifh  j  and  that  they  trust¬ 
ed  to  the  future  obedience  of  thofe, 
who  had  alreadv  been  guilty  of 
the  moft  glaring,  pernicious,  and 
even  contemptuous  aCts  of  difobe- 
dience. 

In  full  proportion  to  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  entertained,  upon  the 
profperous  appearance  of  things, 
at  the  time  that  the  French  power 
was  annihilated  in  India,  was  the 
confternation  and  aftonifhment 
which  ftruck  the  nation,  at  that 
unexpected  and  unaccountable  re¬ 
volution  which  fo  foon  after  took 
place  in  the  affairs  of  the  compa¬ 
ny  ;  and  which,  fhaking  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire  in  the  Eaft  to  its  cen¬ 
ter,  threatened  no  lefs  than  the 
extinction  of  the  Englifh  name  in 
that  quarter  of  the  globe.  The 
conduCt  of  the  company  and  of  its 
fervants,  became  naturally  fabjeCts 
of  public  and  private  difcuflion. 
Parliamentary  enquiries  were  in- 
fti tuted,  and  have  been  long  con¬ 
tinued.  Various  reports  from  the 
committees  have  been  laid  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  fuch 
is  the  complex  nature  and  im- 
menfity  of  the  matter,  the  endlefs 
variety  of  the  evidence,  with  the 
difficulties  arifing  from  the  re- 
motenefs  of  the  fcene  of  aCt’on, 
and  the  delays  incident  to  parlia¬ 
mentary  proceedings,  that  the 
enquiries  have  not  yet  drawn  to  a 
conclufiou.  The  fubjeCt  therefore 
liill  remains  in  obfcurity. 

In  tracing  thofe  tranfa&ions  and 
events  upon  the  fpot,  which  led 
to  fo  unexpected  and  alarming  a 
change  in  the  Britilh  affairs,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  a  recro- 
fpeCtive  as  well  as  immediate  view 
of  aff  airs  in  India. 

The  Marattas  and  Hyder  Ally 

[x/J  2  were 
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were  the  only  native  powers  in 
India,  Which  could  afford  any 
caufe  of  alarm  to  the  Bfitifh  inte- 
refb.  The  one  was  the  more 
powerful,  and  the  other,  from  his 
great  perfonal  abilities  and  quali¬ 
ties,  capable  of  being  the  more 
dangerous  enemy.  It  feemed  to 
be  the  political  intereft  of  the  Eafl 
India  company,  to  foment  the  na¬ 
tural  enmity  which  lubfifted,  and 
the  accidental  feuds  which  were 
continually  arifing,  between  thole 
two  neighbouring  and  rival  dates  ; 
oblervi ng,  not  to  become  any  far¬ 
ther  a  party  in  their  difputes, 
than  might  occafionally  be  necei- 
fary  for  the  prefervati'on  of  Inch  a 
balance  between  them,  as  would 
prevent  either  from  growing  too 
great  by  the  ruin  cf  the  other.  It 
v/ould  feem  that  by  fuch  a  policy, 
the  animolity  of  thefe  two  formi¬ 
dable  powers,  would  in  the  end, 
by  the  exhaulture  of  their  ftrength 
and  activity,  prove  the  means  of 
eftabliihing  the  general  tranquility 
of  India. 

The  warlike  nation  of  the  Ma- 
rattas  are  the  only  people  in  In¬ 
dia,  who  at  all  times  refufed  the 
Mahomedan  yoke.  The  immenle 
power,  and  fuperiority  of  their 
enemy,  laid  them  under  a  neceili- 
ty  of  leaking  refuge  in  the  inac- 
ceilible  faftnclles  of  that  vaft  range 
of  mountains,  which  cover  fo  great 
a  part  of  Hindoftan.  The  long 
war,  which,  under  the  conduct  of 
their  illuftrious  leader,  Sevagi, 
they  fuftained,  againft  the  im- 
menfe  power,  and  great  abilities, 
as  well  as  treachery  of  Aurenge- 
tzebe,  would,  in  other  parts  of  the 
•  world,  have  afforded  a  lplendid 
portion  of  hiftory.  The  moun¬ 
tainous  countries  vvhich  they  oc¬ 
cupied  for  defence*  would,  in 


any  Hate  of  culture,  have  been 
unequal  to  their  maintenance,  and 
were  totally  incapable  of  affording 
the  fupplies  necelfary  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  ;  but  the 
length,  obffinacy,  and  various 
fortune  of  the  conteff,  ferved  to 
infpire  the  contempt,  as  well  as 
negleCt  of  agriculture.  The  rich 
furrounding  lower  regions,  which 
had  all  fubmitted  to  the  Mogul 
power,  were  of  courfe  compelled 
in  their  turn,  as  they  happened  to 
be  more  or  lefs  effectually  guard¬ 
ed,  to  fupplv  all  the  neceffities  of 
the  Marattas,  and  to  provide  the 
means  of  war  as  well,  as  of  fufte- 
nance.  From  thefe  caufes,  and 
the  inveterate  habits  incident  to 
them,  arofe  that  marauding  and 
predatory  difpofition,  which,  in 
the  ufual  and  natural  courfe  of 
things,  ftiii  prevails,  although  the 
caufes  have  ceafed.  The  Marat¬ 
tas  boaff  a  high  antiquity  5  and 
their  language,  which  is  a  pecu¬ 
liar  dialed  of  the  Hindoo,  and 
acknowledged  to  be  among  the 
molt  antient  in  India,  fufficiently 
jollifies  that  claim.  Thus  appears 
the  error  of  confidering  them  as 
a  lawlefs  banditti,  or  a  fortuitous 
aflemblage  of  freebooters,  united 
merely  for  the  purpoles  of  rapine. 

The  Maratta  empire  grew  to  be  the 
greateff:  in  India,  through  the  de¬ 
cline  and  uopn  the  fall  ot  that  of  the 
Grand  Mogul.  Their  dominions 
were  vaft,  their  refources  great, 
and  their  armies  brave  and  nume¬ 
rous.  Their  conjunctive  revenues 
were  eftimated  at  not  lei's  than  fe- 
venteen  millions  fferling,  and  their 
immenfe  cavalry  at  three  or  four 
hundred  thoufand.  But  this  great 
power  was  weakened  and  rendered 
inert,  by  being  portioned  out  a- 
mong  a  number  of  princes.  They 

all. 
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all,  however,  acknowledged  a 
paramount  fovereignty  in  the  Ram- 
Rajah  ;  (who  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  immediate  defcendant  of 
Sevagi)  but  the  degrees  of  fub- 
miflion  feem  to  have  been  mea- 
fured  by  time  and  circuinftance. 
The  connection  and  dependence 
refembled  the  feudal  eftablilh- 
ments  in  Europe.  Some  of  the 
ftates  grew  too  powerful,  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  farther  fervice  than 
what  luited  their  immediate  inte- 
refts  ;  and  others  were  apt  to  fol¬ 
low  the  example,  who  were  lefs 
able  to  abide  the  pollible  confe- 
quences  of  it. 

A  revolution  in  the  court  of  the 
Ram-Rajah,  tended  much  to  wea¬ 
ken  this  connection,  and  to  leften 
the  reverence,  as  well  as  the  de- 
pendance  of  the  other  Rates.  The 
weaknefs  of  a  minority  enabled 
Nana  Row,  the  prime  minifter,  a 
man  of  abilities,  and  a  Bramin, 
to  feize  the  reins  of  government ; 
and  the  influence  of  that  power¬ 
ful  body  of  which  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber,  ferved  effectually  to  fecure 
and  eftablilb  his  authority.  Such 
revolutions  have  at  all  times  been 
fo  frequent  in  the  eaftern  world, 
as  to  prevent  their  exciting  any 
extraordinary  degree  of  furprize. 
This  revolution,  contrary  to  the 
eftablifhed  praCtice  of  moil  ages 
and  nations,  was  unftained  by 
blood;  but  we  are  not  to  forget 
that  it  was  conducted  by  Bramins. 
The  ufurper  was  fatished  with  the 
power,  without  afluming  the  titles 
or  infignia  of  fovereignty.  The 
infant  Ram-Rajah  was  kept  in  a 
fort  of  fplendid  confinement,  lur- 
rounded  with  the  appendages  of 
eaftern  grandeur,  but  debarred  of 
all  power,  and  kept  totally  igno¬ 
rant  of  bufinefs.  It  is  not  impro¬ 


bable  that  he  might  have  confi- 
dered  as  the  proper  life  of  a  mo¬ 
narch,  that  Rate  of  eaf’e  and  infig- 
nificance,  which  fo  many  princes 
feem  difpofed  voluntarily  to  a- 
dopt.  The  feat  of  government 
was  transferred  from  the  antient 
royal  refidence  of  Sitterah,  to  Poo- 
nah  ;  and  Nana  Row,  as  well  as 
his  fucceffors,  feem  ftill  to  have 
aCted  under  the  fuppofed  authority 
of  the  depofed  prince,  by  their 
afluming  no  other  title  or  charac¬ 
ter  than  that  of  Pailhwa,  or  prime 
minifter.  From  this  change,  the 
empire  of  the  Ram-Rajah  has  been 
diftinguilhed  only  by  the  appella-r 
tion  of  the  Paifhwalhip,  or  other- 
wife  the  government  of  Poonah, 
from  the  name  of  its  prefent  ca¬ 
pital. 

This  extraordinary  government 
of  minifters  became  hereditary, 
and  was  for  a  time  fo  ably  con¬ 
duced,  that  the  empire  feemed  to 
lofe  nothing  of  its  former  power 
and  fplendour.  But  ambition 
having  at  length  made  its  way  in¬ 
to  the  family  of  the  minifters,  and 
in  defpite  of  the  ftriCt  religious 
principles  of  their  order,  there 
producing  its  ufual  baleful  effeCts, 
internal  dilfenfions  have  flnce  been 
the  means  of  impeding  the  aCtive  ex¬ 
ertions,  and  of  reducing  the  power 
of  the  Rate.  Of  all  thefe  evils, 
the  opportunity  which  they  afford¬ 
ed  to  the  extraordinary  aggran¬ 
dizement  of  Hyder  Ally,  who 
from  a  foldier  of  fortune  became 
the  fcourge  or  the  terror  of  all  that 
fide  of  India,  may  be  confidered 
as  far  the  greateft, 

Nana  Row  was  fucceeded  by 
his  eldeft  fon  Madai,  who  dying, 
without  iffue,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1772,  the  government, 
as  it  was  now  fettled,  ol  courfe  de- 
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volved  to  his  younger  brother, 
Narrain  Row.  Their  uncle,  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  otherwife  known  in 
this  country  by  the  name  of  Ra- 
gaboy,  had  for  fome  years  lain 
in  clofe  confinement,  for  re¬ 
peated  plots  to  feize  upon  the  go¬ 
vernment  Madai  Row  being  a- 
ware  of  the  youth  and  inexperi¬ 
ence  of  his  brother,  and  dreading 
the  infidious  craft  and  intrigues  of 
Ragonaut,  though  in  confinement, 
thought  that  gratitude  might  ope¬ 
rate  more  powerfully  in  reftrain- 
ing  the  effedt  of  that  factious  and 
turbulent  fpirit  than  the  walls  of 
a  prifon.  He  accordingly  re¬ 
leafed  Ragonaut,  placed  him  in 
an  honourable  fituation  in  the  go¬ 
vernment,  arid  joining  the  hands 
of  the  uncle  and  nephew  as  he  lay 
dying,  adjured  the  former  by  every 
human  and  facred  tie  and  autho¬ 
rity,  to  aid  the  youth  and  inexpe¬ 
rience  of  the  latter,  by  his  advice, 
alii  fiance,  and  protection. 

Ragonaut,  in  difcharge  of  the 
trull  repofed  in  him,  procured, 
within  lefs  than  a  year,  the  aifaf 
fination  ef,his  nephew  j  hoping  to 
fecure  the  Paifhwafiiip  in  his  own 
family,  by  the  extinction  of  that 
brother’s  line  whole  abilities  had 
rendered  him  its  founder.  The 
conlequences  were  in  fome  dey 
gree  fuch  as  he  merited.  The 
aCting  pqwers  of  the  date,  in  his 
hands,  along  with  his  perfonal 
influence,  and  the  weight  of  a 
faCtion  which  he  headed,  were  all 
incapable  of  refilling  that  general 
indignation,  which  lo  execrable  a 
deed  excited  among  the  Marattas. 
He  with  difficulty  el'caped  the 
public  vengeance,  by  abandoning 
his  country,  and  dying  for  refuge 
to  Bombay.  The  protection  af¬ 
forded  to  him,  with  the  attempts 


made,  and  the  continued  intrigues 
and  plots  carried  on,  for  forcing 
him  into  the  government  ol  a 
great  people,  in  direCt  contradic¬ 
tion  to  their  own  will  and  liking, 
laid  the  foundation  for  all  thole 
wars  and  troubles,  which  have 
fince  taken  place  between  the 
Englifh  and  the  Marattas. 

Notwiihftanding  the  iblfes  fuf- 
tained  from  without,  through  their 
inteiline  diffenfiens  and  domeftic 
troubles,  the  Poonah  Marattas  are 
Hill  a  great  and  powerful  people  ; 
their  dominions,  including  thole 
of  the  tributary  and  feudatory 
princes  immediately  depending  on 
them,  are  of  a  wide  extent  ;  and 
they  can  bring  numerous  and  pow¬ 
erful  armies  into  the  field.  But 
thefe  being  comp o fed  almofl  en¬ 
tirely  of  cavalry,  are  neceffarily 
fubjeCl  to  the  defeCts,  to  which 
that  powerful  arm  of  military  force 
is  liable  when  employed  fingly  ; 
and  being-  conllituted  on  the  fame 
principles  with  the  ancient  feudal 
armies  of  Europe,  they  are  like- 
wife  fubjeCl  to  all  the  difad  van¬ 
tages  of  that  lyllem.  They  ruffi 
eagerly  into  the  field  at  the  call  of 
their  refpeCtive  chiefs,  and  lweep 
every  thing  before  them  like  a 
temped  in  their  progrefs  ;  but  it 
is  the  univerfal  practice  of  the  Ma¬ 
rattas,  as  loon  as  die  expedition 
is  ended,  to  return  home  with  the 
fpoil  $  home  bodies  only  excepted, 
which  are  peculiarly  defined  to 
attend  the  perfons  of  their  princes. 
They  may,  however,  be  ium- 
moned  again  in  a  few  days,  and 
will  alTemble  with  the  lame  ala¬ 
crity  as  before.  It  may  be  eafily 
feen,  what  great  advantages  this 
conflitution  of  their  armies,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  want  of  infantry, 
mull  afford  to  the  unceafing  efforts 
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of  regular  forces ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  latter  can  fcarce- 
ly  hope  to  protect  open  countries 
from  their  ravages.  The  wars  of 
the  antient  Parthians  throw  no 
fmall  light  on  the  oppofite  advan¬ 
tages  and  difadvantages  in  both 
cafes.  The  prefent  ufe  of  artil¬ 
lery,  however,  inclines  the  fcale 
heavily  on  the  fide  of  a  mixed  and 
regular  force. 

The  Rajah  of  Berar  Hands  next 
to  the  Poonah  Marattas,  with  re- 
fpect  to  power  and  extent  of  domi¬ 
nions  ;  and  is  in  fadt  too  great  and 
independent,  to  owe  any  farther 
acknowledgment  to  that  court, 
than  what  his  immediate  intereHs 
didtate,  and  the  remains  of  an¬ 
tient  attachment  might  pollibly 
excite.  He  has  befides  claims  to 
the  fuccelfion  of  that  fovercignty 
which  tend  ftrongly  to  difunion  ; 
he  being  lineally  defeended  from 
the  family  of  the  Ram  Rajah  ;  and 
the  depofed  elder  line,  as  is  appre¬ 
hended,  now  extindt. 

Sindia  and  Holkar,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  defeended  from 
Hindoo  kings  of  the  higheft  an¬ 
tiquity,  alfo  poffefs  very  confide- 
rable  and  valuable  territories. — 
Thefe  princes  have  entered  deeply 
into  the  late  and  prefent  politics 
of  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  and  find 
it  more  flattering  to  their  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  more  conducive  to  their 
fecurity  and  intereHs,  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  general  greatnefs  of 
the  empire,  and  to  prelide  at  the 
head  cf  that  ariflocracy,  which, 
fince  the  alfallination  of  Narrain 
Row,  guides  all  its  councils,  than  by 
taking  any  advantage  of  its  tem¬ 
porary  weakneis,  to  aim  at  a  pre¬ 
carious  independency,  under  the  re- 
Hridlions  of  a  circumfcribed  power 
•in  their  own  dominions.  We  have 


already  fhewn,  that  the  numerous 
other  Marat ta  Hates  are  guided  by 
circumHance  and  occalion,  in  their 
attachment  to,  or  dependance  on, 
the  court  of  Poonah.  Upon  the 
whole,  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  general  principle  of  union, 
excepting  that  of  felf-defence, 
fubfiHs  at  prefent  among  the  Ma- 
ratta  Hates  ;  and  it  would  there- 
fore  feem,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
fome  common  danger  reaching  to 
the  whole,  could  diredt  their  u- 
nited  powers  to  any  one  point  of 
adtion.  Happy  it  is,  to  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  and  Mahomedan  intereHs 
in  India,  that  the  force  of  this  vaH 
and  warlike  empire  is  fo  divided. 

It  will  here  be  neceiTary  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  fituation  in 
which  the  company  Hood  for  fome 
years  back,  with  refpecl  to  their 
other  powerful  and  formidable 
neighbour  Hyder  Ally.  When, 
that  bold  and  enterprizing  prince 
brought  the  war,  which  had  been 
commenced  againH  him,  to  a  for¬ 
tunate  iHiie  in  the  year  1769  ;  and 
when,  in  the  height  of  fuccefs, 
he  perfonally  didlated  equitable 
terms  cf  peace  to  the  company  at 
the  gates  of  Madras,  a  treaty  cfv- 
friendfhip  and  alliance  was  then, 
in  the  firmed  manner,  concluded 
between  the  late  contending  par¬ 
ties.  By  this  treaty  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  contracting  parties 
fliould  mutually  a  Hill  each  other, 
againH  any  enemy  that  fhould  at¬ 
tack  either  ;  a  claufe  evidently 
pointed  againH  the  Marattas,  and 
undoubtedly  fo  underHood  and 
verbally  explained  on  both  fides, 
although  any  particular  fpecifica- 
tion  of  them  in  the  written  inHru- 
ment  was  prudently  emitted, 

Hyder,  with  that  fagacity  and 
forefight  which  didinffuilhes  his 
[z/J  4  cha- 
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character,  determined  to  make  an 
early  difcovery,  of  the  degree  of 
reliance  and  value,  which  was  to 
be  placed  on  the  faith,  and  the 
friendfhip  of  his  new  ally.  He 
accordingly,  on  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  war  with  the  Marattas, 
which  immediately  after  broke  out, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  governor  of 
Madras,  requiring,  that,  confid¬ 
ently  with  the  friendfhip  and  regard 
fubfifting  between  them,  and  for 
the  good  appearance  thereof  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  he  would 
for  form  fake,  fend  an  officer  with 
a  battalion  of  feapoys  to  his  affid- 
ance.  A  compliance  with  this 
requilition  was  evaded,  under  the 
apprehenfion  of  a  war  with  the 
Marattas,  as  another  propofition 
made  by  Hyder  at  the  fame  time 
was,  upon  the  ground  of  impro¬ 
priety,  in  adopting  a  meafure  of 
confequence  without  confulti ng 
the  other  prefidencies. 

Before  the  war  had  continued 
quite  a  year,  the  Marattas  having 
broken  upon  different  lides  into 
Hyder’s  dominions,  and  taken  fe- 
veral  of  his  forts,  he  wrote  ano¬ 
ther  letter  to  Madras  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  March  1770,  in  which 
he  dated,  that  in  confideration  of 
the  union  between  them,  his  army 
and  artillery  were  their  own  ;  that 
notwithdanding  he  had  a  right  to 
confider  theirs  in  the  fame  light, 
yet,  if  they  would  only  fend  a  Imali 
force  to  join  and  aft  in  concert 
with  him,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  appearance  of  conneftion,  he 
would  require  no  more.  But,  at 
the  fame  time,  the  Britiffi  agents 
in  Hj'der’s  camp  informed  the  pre- 
fdency,  that  he  was  very  earned 
in  his  defire  of  a  more  effective  aid 
than  what  he  mentioned  in  his 
letter.,  and  that  he  had  commif- 


lioned  them  to  acquaint  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  council,  that  as  he 
ffiould,  on  his  part,  punctually 
maintain  the  drifted  friendfhip  be¬ 
tween  them,  he  expeCted  they 
would,  in  conformity  thereto 
fupply  him  with  a  body  of  troops  ; 
and  that  he  was  even  willing  to 
pay  a  lpecified  fum  of  money  to 
defray  the  expence  of  their  fer- 
vice,  in  order  to  obviate  any 
failure  of  the  performance  on 
their  fide.  Thefe  gentlemen, 
from  themfelves  remarked,  that  if 
this  requifition  was  not  complied 
with,  they  much  feared,  that  Hy¬ 
der’s  former  indifpofition  to  the 
company  would  again  return. 

Thefe  applications  produced  no 
more  effeCt  at  Madras  than  the 
former.  The  Marattas,  under  the 
conduct  of  Madai  Row,  fo  totally 
overpowered  Hyder  in  this  war, 
that  his  ruin  was  deemed  inevitable. 
Unable  to  face  them  in  the  field, 
they  were  maders  of  all  the  open 
country,  and  his  dronged  fortredes 
were  barely  capable  of  affording  re¬ 
fuge  and  protection  to  his  troops. 
Thus  ffiutup,  and  all  cultivation  at 
an  end  in  his  dominions,  it  feemed 
evident,  that  however  excellently 
his  magazines  were  provided,  fa¬ 
mine  mud  foon  accompliffi,  what 
the  want  of  infantry  and  a  good 
artillery  had  hitherto  prevented 
the  Marattas  from  effecting. 

In  this  date  of  neceility  and 
danger,  Hyder,  of  courfe,  made 
repeated  applications  to  his  new 
allies  for  the  performance  of  their 
engagements  ;  dating  the  advan¬ 
tages  to  be  derived  from  their  alli¬ 
ance  with  him,  and  drongly  urg¬ 
ing  the  danger,"  if  not  ruin,  to 
themfelves  and  to  the  whole  pe- 
ninfula,  which  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Marattas,  in  the  accompliffiment 

of 
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of  their  ambitious  views  upon  him, 
would  inevitably  produce.  Va¬ 
rious  pretences  for  a  noncompli¬ 
ance  with  thefe  requifitions  were 
ftill  found ;  and  it  appears  upon 
the  whole,  that  evafion  and  pro- 
craftination  were  the  only  princi¬ 
ples  of  conduct  adopted  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  Hyder  Ally  at  Madras. 
It  is  not  impolfible,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  which  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
poffeffed  in  that  prefidency,  and 
the  inveterate  perfonal  animofity 
which  he  bore  to  Hyder  Ally, 
might  have  had  no  fmall  effect 
with  refpeCt  to  this  conduct.  It 
is  certain,  that  the  nabob  at  all 
times  urged  an  alliance  with  the 
Marattas  againft  Hyder. 

The  fortune  of  Hyder  Ally  at 
length  triumphed  over  all  his 
dangers  and  enemies.  It  feems 
probable,  that  the  declining  health 
of  Madai  Row  contributed  to  fave 
him  from  deftruCtion ;  and  that 
the  anxious  folicitude  of  that 
chief  to  leave  his  young  brother 
Narrain  in  a  ftate  of  foreign,  as 
well  as  domeftic,  tranquility,  was 
what  enabled  Hyder  to  obtain  a 
peace  upon  tolerable  terms,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  friend 
or  ally,  in  the  month  of  July 
1772.  The  fubfequent  diffenfions 
and  troubles  of  the  Marattas,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  war  in  which  they 
were  unexpectedly  involved  with 
Bombay,  afforded  an  opportunity 
to  Hyder,  not  only  to  recover  all 
the  territories  which  he  had  given 
up  by  the  peace,  but  greatly  to 
increafe  his  power  and  dominion 
by  new  conquefts.  It  cannot  be 
luppofed,  after  that  failure,  if  not 
breach  of  public  engagement  and 
faith,  which  Hyder  had  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  hour  of  danger,  that 
he  could  again  look  with  friend- 


fbip  or  cordiality  to  Madras.  He 
was,  however,  too  good  a  ftatef- 
man  to  declare  his  fentiments 
wantonly and  ftill  preferved  a 
civil,  but  cool  intercourfe.  In 
this  ftate  of  things  he  naturally 
fell  in  with  France,  by  whom  he 
was  liberally  fupplied  with  artil¬ 
lery,  arms,  ammunition,  and  all 
thofe  military  neceftaries,  which 
enabled  him  in  a  very  ftiort  time 
to  renew  the  war  with  fo  much 
fuccefs  and  advantage  againft  the 
Marattas.  That  politic  nation 
law  the  infinite  advantage  that 
might  be  derived  from  his  friend- 
fhip  in  their  future  defigns  upon 
the  Carnatic.  Their  officers  were 
permitted,  if  not  encouraged,  to 
enter  into  his  fervice;  to  train 
his  armies,  and  to  form  a  power¬ 
ful  artillery  upon  the  European 
model.  Thefe  opportunities  of 
advantage  were  not  loft  upon  him, 
who  was  indefatigable  in  the  pro- 
cefs  and  completion  of  that  mili¬ 
tary  fyftem,  which  was  to  render 
him  the  moft  formidable  prince  in 
India. 

As  the  conduCt  at  Madras  had 
thus  facrificed  the  friendffiip  and 
alliance  of  Hyder  Ally,  fo  Bom¬ 
bay  was  no  lefts  ftuccefsful  in  efta- 
blifhing  the  enmity  of  the  Ma¬ 
rattas.  A  man  of  Ragonaut  Row’s 
character  could  not  be  ftuppofted 
flack  in  making  any  concellions, 
however  dilhonourable  or  ruinous 
to  his  country,  which  could  tend 
to  the  reftoration  of  his  power. 
Bombay  was  dazzled  by  the  ftplen- 
did  idea  of  naming  a  ftovereign  for 
the  great  nation  of  the  Marattas; 
and  nothing  could  be  more  flat¬ 
tering  than  the  expectation  of 
that  ftovereign’s  being  their  own 
immediate  inftrument  and  valla!. 
By  the  treaty  with  Ragonaut  Row, 
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befides  other  great  advantages, 
fuch  an  extent  of  territory  was  to 
be  ceded  to  the  company,  as 
would  at  leaf  have  rendered  the 
government  of  Bombay  equal  to 
the  fupport  of  their  own  civil  and 
military  eftablilBment,  without 
feeing  any  longer  a  conftant  drain 
to  Bengal.  Under  the  fever  ex¬ 
cited  by  thefe  profpedts,  Bombay 
entered  haftfly  into  a  war  with 
the  Marattas,  without  waiting 
for  the  counfel  or  approbation  of 
the  luperior  prefidency  at  Cal¬ 
cutta, 

The  Marattas  were  already  fo 
much  incenfed  at  the  afylum  af¬ 
forded  to  Ragonaut  Row,  and 
frill  more  at  the  alTumed  inter¬ 
ference  in  their  private  and  family 
difputes,  that  they  could  not  fail 
of  an  equal  promptitude  for  the 
encounter.  Sudden  invalion,  how¬ 
ever,  gave  great  advantages  to 
Bombay ;  and  the  operations  of 
the  war  being  in  die  beginning 
confined  to  the  fea  coafts,  they  de¬ 
rived  no  lets  from  the  prompt  fer- 
vice  of  their  marine  and  artillery. 
The  fiege  of  Baroach  was  diftin- 
gutfhed  by  the  fall  of  that  brave 
and  excellent  officer.  Col.  Wed- 
derburne  ;  a  lot's  fo  feverely  felt  by 
the  company,  that  it  may  v/ell  be 
queftioned,  whether  the  conqueffis 
made  in  the  war  were  to  be  confl- 
dered  in  any  degree  as  an  equiva¬ 
lent.  The  exceffes  committed  on 
the  taking  of  that  rich  city,  tar- 
joilhed  the  glory  which  the  valour 
difpiayed  by  the  troops  would 
otherwife  have  meritted.  The 
i-fland  of  Salfetie,  after  a  brave 
defence,  was  afterwards  reduced, 
but  with  confiderable  lofs.  The 
Bombay  marine  was  highly  diftin- 
guilhed  on  this  ©ccafion,  and  had 
a  principal  ffiare  in  the  fuccefs. 


Other  acquifitions  were  afterwards 
made  on  the  continent;  but  the 
army,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Keating,  extending  its  operations 
too  far  inland,  was  defeated  by 
the  Marattas. 

Upon  the  new  powers  granted 
by  parliament  to  the  government 
of  Bengal,  and  the  arrival  of  the 
three  gentlemen  from  England, 
in  October  1774,  who  were  to 
complete  and  give  energy  to  the 
fupreme  council,  a  conhderable 
change  took  place  for  fome  time 
in  the  affairs  of  India.  The  new¬ 
ly  arrived  gentlemen  totally  re¬ 
probated  the  Maratta  war,  as  well 
as  fome  others  which  had  been 
lately  conducted  in  other  parts  j 
and  as  totally  condemned  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Bombay,  as  well  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  nature  of  the  meafure, 
as  their  adopting  it  without  the 
participation  or  counfel  of  the 
prefidency  of  Calcutta.  The 
treaty  with  Ragobah  was  not  only 
condemned,  but  difavowed  5  and 
Col.  Upton  was  fent  acrofs  the 
continent  of  India  to  Poonah,  in 
order  to  negociate  an  honourable 
peace,  and  a  renewal  of  friendfhip 
with  the  Marattas. 

Cob  Upton  was  five  months  on 
his  journey  to  Poonah,  during 
which  he  traverfed  feveral  of  the 
interior  countries  of  India,  which 
had  been  hitherto  untroddden  by 
Europeans.  We  Oiould  have  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  birth  of  a  pofthu- 
mous  Ion  to  Narrain  Row,  had 
fr  ultra  ted  the  defign  of  Ragonaut, 
in  endeavouring  to  extinguish  his 
brother’s  line.  The  infant  was  im¬ 
mediately  declared  Paiinwa ;  and 
Saccarum  Pundit,  with  Nana  Fur- 
nele,  were  appointed  adting  mini- 
fters  and  regents,  to  condudt  the 
public  bufinefs  in  his  name.  In 

the 
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the  meantime,  the  induftry  of  the' 
agents  from  Ragonaut  and  Bo.n- 
bay,  operating  upon  the  amhi- 
tious  views,  and  perfonal  jeaiou- 
f  -s  or  dhatisfadtions  of  the  gran¬ 
dees,  kent  the  government  in  a 
confront  ferment,  and  rendered 
languid,  or  entirely  baffled,  the 
necejfary  exertions  againll  their 
foreign  enemies. 

Though  che  immediate  refent- 
ments  of  the  Marattas,  at  fir  ft 
roiled  difficulties  in  Upton’s  ac- 
gociation;  yet,  torn  to  pieces  as 
they  were  by  factions  at  home,  and 
opprelfed  on  all  fides  by  enemies 
abroad,  he  had  the  fortune  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  them,  on 
terms  fo  honourable  and  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  company,  as  leems 
fiercely  to  be  accounted  for  even 
by  thefe  circumfrances.  The 
treaty  cf  Poonah,  otherwise  called 
the  Poorunder,  was  ratified  on  the 
firft  of  March,  1770.  By  this 
treaty,  the  ifiand  of  Saifette,  with 
the  territory  of  Baroach,  and  foine 
other  diftridts  in  the  Guzerat  pro¬ 
vinces,  were  not  only  ceded  in 
perpetuity  to  the  company,  but 
the  Marattas  agreed  to  indemnify 
the  authors  of  the  war  from  its 
expences,  by  the  payment  of  about 
1  -o,gco1.  at  fixed  terms  \  and  for 
the  lecurity  of  which,  lands  to  a 
much  greater  value  were  aiiigned 
in  mortgage.  They  farther  agreed 
to  affign  a  fixed  provifion,  fuitable 
to  his  rank,  and  even  pretenfions, 
but  as  a  private  member  of  the 
community,  for  the  fupport  of 
Ragonaut  Row;  who  was  in  re¬ 
turn  immediately  to  quit  Bom¬ 
bay,  and  to  fix  his  future  refidence 
in  a  remote  part  cf  the  Maratta 
dominions,  where  diftance  and  lieu— 
ation  would  be  feme  bar  to  his  in¬ 
terfering  in  the  affairs  of  govern- 


merit.  Oo  the  ether  hand,  it  wax 
contracted  on  the  fide  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  that  no  protection  or  aflifb- 
ance  whatever  lhould  in  f  lture  be 
given,  either  to  Ragonaut  Row,  or 
to  any  other  iubjett  or  fervant  of 
the  Maratta  ftate,  who  lhould  at¬ 
tempt  to  excite  difturbance  or  re¬ 
bellion  in  their  dominions. 

After  conceillons  fo  exceedingly 
advantageous  and  flattering  to  the 
company,  and  which  evidently- 
proceeded  from  a  defire  of  cement¬ 
ing  friendfflip  and  good  will,  ra¬ 
ther  than  from  any  abfolute  weak- 
nefs  or  diftrefs,  the  Marattas 
feemed  to  have  a  right  to  expect 
peace,  good  faith,  and  good  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  at  lead,  in  return, 

But  the  affairs  of  India  were 
doomed  loon  to  undergo  another 

o 

change,  and  to  aifumd  a  new  al- 
pedt.  The  three  gentlemen  who 
had  arrived  from  England  to  fill 
up  the  fuperintending  government 
of  Bengal,  and  who,  along  with 
the  governor  general,  and  another 
old  member  of  that  prefidency, 
compofed  the  fupreme  council  of 
India,  differed  almoft  entirely 
with  the  two  latter,  in  their  opi¬ 
nions  relative  to  public  conduct, 
and  their  ideas  of  the  policy  to  be 
purfued  by  the  company.  Peace 
with  the  country  powers,  along 
with  an  inviolable  observation  cf 
public  faith,  and  a  ltridt  attention 
to  jufb'ce  in  all  tranlaCtions  with, 
the  natives,  feemed  to  be  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  their  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Great  heats  arofe,  and 
frequent  differences  prevailed  in 
the  council,  but  the  new  members 
forming  a  majority,  were  for  a 
time  enabled  to  carry  all  quel- 
tions.  The  death  of  Col,  Monfon 
in  1776,  and  of  Gen.  Clavering 
in  the  following,  year,  totally 

changed 
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changed  this  Fate  of  affairs.  New 
meafures  and  new  fyftems  of  po¬ 
licy  were  adopted,  and  the  old 
exploded  or  done  away,  with  a 
contempt  and  eagernefs  fuited  to 
the  heats  and  vexatious  alterca¬ 
tions  which  they  had  formerly 
excited 

The  negociation  with  the  Ma- 
rattas,  and  the  confequent  treaty 
of  Poonah,  were  entirely  the  work 
of  the  late  majority  in  the  fupreme 
council ;  and  had  been  conducted 
and  carried  into  execution,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  known,  if  not  avowed 
lenl'e  of  the  then  minority.  The 
public  condemnation  of  the  war 
entered  into  by  the  presidency  of 
Bombay,  the  difavowing  of  their 
treaty  with  Ragaboy,  and  the 
marked  contempt  Ihewn  in  con¬ 
cluding  a  peace  without  their  par¬ 
ticipation  or  counfel,  could  not 
but  greatly  irritate  that  body  ;  and 
ferved  to  rivet  them  ftill  falter  in 
their  attachment  to  that  extraor¬ 
dinary  fyitem  which  they  were 
purfuing  with  Ragonaut.  They 
accordingly  contrived  every  poliu- 
ble  obitacle  to  the  performance  of 
the  conditions  of  the  treaty  ;  and 
the  limple  ad  of  proclaiming  the 
peace  was  fo  managed,  as  to  throw 
an  affront  upon  the  Maratta  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  fubfequent  revolution  which 
took  place  in  the  politics  of  the 
government  of  Bengal,  coincided 
perfectly  with  the  refentments  en¬ 
tertained  by  the  preiidency  of  Bom¬ 
bay.  They  accordingly  took  up, 
with  frelh  ardour,  their  late  de¬ 
graded  iyftero,  of  procuring  a  re¬ 
volution  in  the  Maratta  ftate ; 
and  war,  intrigue,  and  conqueft, 
became  the  predominant  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Bombay  government. 
Ragonaut  Row  either  was,  or 


pretended  to  be,  afraid  to  truft 
his  perfon  in  the  hands  of  the 
Marattas.  He  was  accordingly 
dill  retained  and  protected  at 
Bombay;  whiift  his  emiffaries  and 
partizans,  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  the  Britifh  refidents  at  the 
court  of  Poonah,  were  indefati¬ 
gable  in  their  endeavours  to  fo¬ 
ment  diffenlion  in  the  Maratta 
government. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1777, 
Monf.  St.  Lubin,  endeavoured  to 
negociate  a  treaty  on  the  part  of 
France  with  the  court  of  Poonah  ; 
as  Mr.  Bolts  did  about  the  fame 
time  on  that  of  the  Emperor  of 
Germany.  Thefe  circumftances, 
particularly  the  former,  afforded  a 
new  ground,  which  was  eagerly 
occupied  for  the  fupport  of  Raga¬ 
boy,  and  the  accomplilhment  of 
the  wifhed  for  revolution  in  the 
Maratta  government.  Towards 
the  clofe  of  the  vear,  a  difcon- 
tented  party  at  Poonah  entered 
into  fome  negociation  with  the 
Bombay  refidents  at  that  court, 
for  the  advancement  of  Ragonaut 
to  power.  Their  propofals  were 
eagerly  embraced  at  Bombay ;  the 
agents  wete  ordered  to  accede  to 
them,  to  affure  the  malcontents  of 
fupport,  and  to  bring  the  treaty 
with  them  to  an  immediate  con- 
clufion.  At  the  lame  time,  dis¬ 
patches  were  immediately  for¬ 
warded  to  the  fupreme  council  at 
Calcutta,  acquainting  them  with 
what  had  been  determined,  and 
requiring  their  acquielcence  and 
aliillance.  It  appears  from  fubfe¬ 
quent  events,  that  the  BritiQi 
agents  were  in  l'everal  inftances 
egregiouily  milled  by  the  adhe¬ 
rents  of  Ragonaut,  or  whatever 
other  perfons  they  communicated 
with  at  the  court  of  Poonah  ;  par¬ 
ticularly 
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ticularly  with  refpeft  to  the  fup- 
pofed  French  alliance,  the  ftate 
of  parties,  with  the  number  and 
power  of  the  malcontents  ;  all  of 
them  matters  of  luch  a  nature,  as 
demanded  the  niceft  enquiry,  and 
the  mod  exact  information.  But 
their  intelligence  being  luch  as 
was  wilhed,  it  was  willingly  cre¬ 
dited  at  Bombay. 

T  ,  The  fupreme  coun- 

J  cil  greatly  approved  or, 

/y  '  and  immediately  rati¬ 
fied,  the  meafures  adopted  at 
Bombay.  And  to  enable  that  pre- 
fidency  effectually  to  carry  the 
Icheme  into  execution,  fent  them 
an  extraordinary  fupply  of  ten 
lacks  of  rupees  ;  and  refolved  to 
allilt  them  with  a  military  force. 
But  the  governor-general,  pre¬ 
vious  to  this  intelligence,  had 
drawn  up  and  laid  before  the 
council  a  new  treaty  of  peace, 
which  he  propofed  to  be  concluded 
with  the  Marattas  ;  and  was  in-, 
tended  to  fupply  the  defeats,  which 
he  attributed  to  the  treaty  of  Poo- 
nah.  By  the  conditions  now  pro¬ 
pofed,  and  which  were  to  be  laid 
down  as  the  only  terms  that  could 
preferve  peace  to  the  Marattas, 
they  were  to  give  fuch  fecurity  for 
the  perfonal  lafety  of  Ragonaut 
Row,  as  he  himlelf  Ihould  require. 
— That  they  Ihould  pay  a  lpecific 
fum  of  money  to  reimburl’e  the 
company  thole  military  charges 
which  might  be  incurred  by  the 
interpofition  in  his  faypur. — That 
they  ihould  cede  the  fortrefs  and 
ifiand  of  Balfein  in  perpetuity  to 
the  company. — That  they  Ihould 
make  other  fpecined  grants  and 
exchanges  of  lands  on  the  conti¬ 
nent. — And,  that  no  European 
fettlement  De  allowed  on  any  of 
the  maritime  coalts  of  the  Maratta 


dominions,  without  the  confent  of 
the  fupreme  council  previoully  ob¬ 
tained. 

The  arbitrary  and  imperious  tone 
of  thele  demands  in  general  is  fuf- 
ficiently  obvious  ;  but  the  laid: 
leems  to  be  an  extraordinary  con¬ 
dition,  to  be  propofed  to  a  fove- 
reign  and  powerful  date.  This 
propofed  plan  of  a  treaty,  as  well 
as  the  meafures  adopted  in  fup- 
porting  the  defigns  of  Bombay, 
were  warmly  oppoled  in  the  coun¬ 
cil,  and  were  carried  through  by 
the  governor  general’s  calling  voice 
only  ;  which  was  for  fome  time 
the  cafe,  with  refpeCt  to  ail  the 
meafures  purfued  for  a  renewal  of 
the  Maratta  war.  A  refolution  to 
the  following  purport  was  at  firft 
annexed  to  the  conditions,  but  af¬ 
terwards  withdrawn  : — That  the 
propofals  Ihould  be  conveyed  by 
letter  to  the  Paifhwa  ;  that  his  an- 
lvver  be  required,  without  condi- 
tion  or  refer ve,  to  each  article  ; 
and  that  this  government  lb  all  take 
its  final  refolution,  to  abide  by  the 
treat)',  as  it  lhall  Hand  confirmed 
by  his  anfwer,  or  to  confider  it  as 
annulled  and  invalidated. 

The  fuppqfed  negotiation  at 
Poonah  with  Ragonaut  Row’s 
party  paifed  away  ;  nor  is  it  at  all 
clear,  that  there  was  any  fufficient 
ground  for  entertaining  the  idea, 
it  was  not  a  little  curious,  that 
the  rage  of  war  feeined  to  abate  in 
Bombay,  in  proportion  as  it  was 
amply  endowed  with  the  neceffary 
means  and  authority.  But  if  it 
llackened  there,  it  appeared  elfe- 
where  in  full  vigour.  Various 
lchemes  againit  the  Marattas  were 
agitated  in  the  lupreme  council  ; 
but  the  grand  object  of  policy,  to 
whkh  all  the  others  were  not  only 
fubordinate,  but  in  fome  initanecs 

intended 
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intended  merely  as  blinds*  was 
long  referved,  and  not  only  kept 
back  from  the  knowledge -of  the 
prefidency  of  Bombay*  but  from 
that  of  the  fupreme  council  in  ge¬ 
neral. 

New  indrueh’ons  were  fent  to 
Bombay,  containing  peremptory 
demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Ma- 
rattas  ;  thefe  were  to  fupplv  the 
place  of  the  conditions  held  out 
m  the  propo fed  plan  for  a  new 
treaty  ;  the  refufai  to  comply 
with  any  one  of  them,  was  to  be 
considered  and  declared  as  a  direct 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Poonah  ; 
and  they  were  accompanied  with 
menaces,  which,  among  ail  equal 
dates,  would  be  regarded  as  tanta- 
mount  to  a  declaration  of  war. 
In  cafe  of  non-compliance  on  the 
iideofthe  Court  of  Poonah,  (which 
undoubtedly  was  expedite  d)  a  wide 
difcretionary  power  was  given  to 
the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  for  en¬ 
tering  into  a  new  alliance  with 
Ragonaut  Row,  and  for  engaging 
in  fuch  meafures  with  hint,  as 
fhould  appear  mod  expedient  for 
the  retrieving  of  his  affairs.  They* 
however,  received  an  intimation, 
that  Ragonaut  was  to  be  regarded 
in  a  very  fecondary  point  of  view, 
with  refpedd  to  fbnie  great  objects 
of  policy*  which  were  not  ex¬ 
plained. 

Nothing  could  more  drongly 
drew  the  difpofition  of  the  Court 
of  Poonah,  to  adhere  inviolably 
to  the  conditions  of  the  late  peace, 
and  even  to  live  upon  terms  of 
good  neighbourhood  and  friend- 
iifip  with  the  company,  than  its 
iubmitting  lb  far  with  refpeft  to 
the  injurious  apprehenfions  of  the 
public  faith,  held  out  by  Rago¬ 
naut,  as  to  give  up  the  point  of 
his  redding  in  the  Maratta  domi¬ 


nions  ;  and  further  offering*  that 
if  he  would  refide  in  Benares,  un¬ 
der  the  Englifh  protection*  and  at 
that  time  the  mod  delightful  as 
well  as  the  mod  learned  city  in 
India,  but  where  from  fituatioil 
and  di dance  he  would  be  rendered 
incapable  of rnifchiof,  they  would 
in  that  cafe  pay  an  annuity  of 
live  lacks  of  rupees,  amounting  to 
about  6o,oool.  derling  a  year,  in 
readv  money,  for  his  maintenance 
and  dip  port  during  life.  But  this 
offer  could  operate  nothing  in  re¬ 
draining  the  ruling  paffion  for 
war. 

The  fupreme  council  formed 
the  bold  determination  of  fending 
a  dfori-g  military  force*  with  a 
co nfi defable  train  of  artillery,  by 
land  to  Bombav  •,  being  nearly 
from  one  extremity  of  India  to 
the  other.  In  this  courfe,  they 
were  not  only  to  traverfe  coun¬ 
tries  hitherto  unexplored*  and  en¬ 
counter  difficulties  of  whole  extent 
and  nature  no  efrimate  could  b» 
farmed*  but  the  greater  part,  if 
not  the  whole  of  their  way*  lay 
through  the  Maratta  countries* 
which  thev  could  not  but  exoeCt  to 

j  ^  ^  ti. 

find  hoftile  from  fuch  a  violation 
of  territory,  independant  of  the 
jealoufies  already  fubfiding*  and 
of  the  fufpicions  which  mud  una¬ 
voidably  be  entertained,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  objedts  of  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary  an  undertakings 

'Phis  detachment  let  out  under 
the  condudt  of  Colonel  Lellie  *,  and 
was  drengthened,  befides  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  by  a  regiment  of  cavalry 
under  Colonel  Goddard,  and  by 
500  Candahar  horfe,  which  were 
liipplied  by  the  vizir,  fon  and  luc- 
ceffor  of  Sujah  Dowlah  in  that 
title,  as  well  as  in  the  Soubahlhip 
of  Oude,  The  whole  effective 

force. 
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force,  officers  included,  was  fome- 
thing  under  7000  men  ;  but  in  the 
true  ftile  of  eaftern  armies,  they 
were  incumbered  with  fuch  a  mul- 
titude  of  futlers,  fervants,  and  va¬ 
rious  retainers,  that  the  camp,  at 
the  outfet,  contained  above  38,000 
per  Tons. 

This  body  began  to  move  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Corah  and  Al¬ 
lahabad  in  the  beginning  of  April, 
and  arrived  at  the  Jumna,  which 
forms  the  Maratta  boundary  on 
that  fide,  about  the  middle  of 
May,  1778.  They  paffied  the  ri¬ 
ver  in  boats,  under  the  fire  of  their 
artillery,  notwithftanding  the  op- 
pofition  of  the  Maratta  ftates  in 
that  quarter  ;  and  after  a  lkirmiffi 
with  the  enemy’s  horfe  on  the 
Other  fide,  which  they  obliged, 
without  much  lofs,  to  difperfe  or 
retire,  found  the  town  and  fort  of 
Calpy  totally  abandoned,  neither 
garril'on  nor  a  fingle  inhabitant 
remaining. 

They  continued  at  Calpy  to  the 
beginning  of  June,  and  on  the 
firl't  day’s  march  from  thence,  are 
laid  to  have  loft  between  three  and 
four  hundred  men  of  all  forts, 
who  died  raving  mad,  under  the 
prelfure  of  the  exceffive  heat,  and 
the  want  of  water.  One  of  the 
belt  officers  in  his  army  loft  his 
life  on  that  day,  and  feveral  others 
only  recovered,  after  experiencing 
long  illnefs  and  great  danger.  If 
the  Marattas  could  have  forefeen 
the  unaccountable  conduct  that 
brought  on  this  misfortune,  the 
whole  army  muft  have  periffied  ; 
but  to  their  great  furprize  and  in¬ 
finite  joy,  they  found  the  wells 
open,  and  the  water  plentiful  and 
pure,  at  the  place  where  they 
halted  on  the  evening  of  this 
dreadful  day. 
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They  afterwards  fpent  about 
•three  months  in  the  Diamond 
country  of  Bundelchund,  where 
they  entered  deeply  into  fome  dif- 
putes  relative  to  the  fucceffiori, 
which  then  prevailed  in  the  family 
of  the  late  Rajah.  The  nature 
and  iftue  of  thefe  tran factions  are 
not,  and  probably  never  will  be 
well  underftood.  During  this  time, 
they  furprized  and  facked,  with¬ 
out  any  apparent  warrantable 
caufe,  the  city  of  Mow,  which  was 
under  the  protection  of  the  Marat- 
ras.  The  reiiftance  was,  however, 
fo  confiderable,  though  the  forti¬ 
fications  were  out  of  all  condition, 
and  the  attack  made  in  the  night, 
that  public  thanks  were  iffued  to 
the  troops  for  their  good  conduCt 
and  bravery.  Upon  Leflie’s  death, 
in  the  beginning  of  O&ober,  the 
command  devolved  upon  Colonel 
Goddard  j  and  whatever  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fervice  had  been,  there 
were  no  lefs  than  a  thoufand  Se¬ 
poys  at  that  time  in  the  hofpital. 
We  find  by  a  letter  from  the  Ra¬ 
jah  of  Berar  to  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  that  they-  were  in  a  ftate  of 
continual  hoftility  with  the  Ma¬ 
ratta  chiefs  and  the  officers  of  the 
Paiffiwa,  through  the  whole  courle 
of  their  progrels  $  and  that  they 
levied  great  lums  of  money  in  the 
countries  through  which  they  pall¬ 
ed.  That  prince  accufes  them  in  . 
the  fame  letter,  of  having  loitered 
away  their  time  in  the  Bundel¬ 
chund  countries,  contrary  to  eve¬ 
ry  principle  of  policy.  It  appears 
from  other  authorities,  that  they 
were  attended  by  an  agent  of  Ra- 
gonaut  Row’s,  and  that  they  le¬ 
vied  contributions  in  the  name  of 
his  mafter.  This  cannot  but  ap¬ 
pear  a  little  extraordinary,  as  eve¬ 
ry  idea  of  intending  to  lupport  Ra- 
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gonaut’s  pretenlions  in  any  man¬ 
ner,  was  repeatedly  and  formally 
difclaimed  in  Calcutta  ;  and  fo  far 
from  avowing  any  hoftile  inten¬ 
tions  with  relpeht  to  the  detach¬ 
ment,  its  objedt  was  held  out  to 
be  merely  the  protection  of  Bom¬ 
bay  againft  the  defigns  of  the 
French ;  and  to  which  place,  it 
v/as  declared,  they  would  take  the 
diredt  courfe,  pay  for  every  thing 
they  wanted,  and  obferve  the  ftriCt- 
eft  order  and  difcipline  in  their 
march  through  the  Maratta  coun¬ 
tries. 

The  detachment  was  fent  out 
under  the  orders  of  the  prefidency 
of  Bombay,  which  they  were  in- 
ftructed  to  obey  in  all  cafes  rela¬ 
tive  to  their  march,  proceedings, 
and  final  deftination.  But  the 
counlels  there  were  fo  various  and 
fluctuating:,  and  the  inftruCtions  lo 
contradictory,  that  the  command¬ 
ers  derived  from  that  flate  of  un¬ 
certainty,  a  latitude  of  aCting  as 
circumftances  might  invite,  or  opi¬ 
nion  dictate.  On  one  day  their 
march  was  countermanded,  and 
the  folid  reafons  alligned,  of  its 
difficulty,  the  inevitable  dangers 
to  which  they  would  be  expofed, 
and  the  prodigious  expence  with 
which  its  profeciition  muft  be  at¬ 
tended.  In  a  few  days,  again, 
they  were  directed  to  proceed, 
without  any  caufe  being  affigned 
for  this  change  of  fentiment  and 
inftruCtion.  The  fame  uncertain¬ 
ty  prevailed  with  refpeCt  to  their 
courfe  j  Poonah,  Bombay  and  Su¬ 
rat,  being  at  different  times  held 
out  as  the  objeCts  of  their  deflina* 
tion. 

In  the  mean  time  the  governor 
general  brought  forward  that 
grand  fyflern  of  policy  which  had 
hitherto  been  rel'erved,  and  which 


GISTER,  1782. 

undoubtedly  was  the  main,  if  not 
the  only  motive,  for  the  Bombay 
expedition.  This  was  no  lefs  than 
a  fcheme  for  entering  into  a  treaty 
offenfive  and  defenfive,  and  in  all 
refpeCts  of  the  mo  ft  comprehenfive 
nature,  with  Moodajee  Boolla, 
the  Rajah  of  Berar  ;  to  engage 
that  prince  to  enforce  his  claims 
to  the  throne  of  the  Ram-Rajah, 
which  was  now  faid  to  be  entirely 
vacant,  by  the  death  of  the  con¬ 
fined  prince  without  ilfue  ;  to  ap¬ 
ply  the  whole  force  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  his  eftabliffiment  in  the 
Maratta  empire  ;  and  farther  to 
fupport  him  in  his  claims  upon  the 
Nizam  of  the  Decan. 

This  bold  and  comprehenfive 
fcheme  was,  however,  warmly 
cancelled,  on  various  grounds,  by 
the  minority  in  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil.  Of  thefe  were  the  following. 

- — Its  being  direCtly  contrary  to 
the  inflruCiions  fent  from  Eng¬ 
land,  for  fully  confirming  the  trea¬ 
ty  of  Poonah,  and  for  inviolably 
adhering  to  its  conditions.  As 
militating  againfl  the  repeated  in- 
llruCtions  of  the  company,  to  avoid 
being  drawn,  by  any  means,  into 
the  family  fquabbles  or  political 
contentions  of  the  native  powers. 
The  immenfe  waffe  ot  treafure 
with  which  the  project  mull  necef- 
farily  be  attended  ;  and  the  criti¬ 
cal  nature  ol  the  feafon  when  this 
walle,  to  which  no  prefent  efti- 
mate  could  allign  any  other  limits 
than  the  total  exhauflure  of  the  re- 
fources,  would  take  place  ;  a  fea¬ 
fon  every  where  pregnant  with 
danger  ;  under  the  immediate 
preifure  of  a  French  war  ;  and  the 
affairs  of  Europe  bearing  fuch  a 
general  afpeft,  as  fully  indicated 
the  propriety,  if  not  neceifity,  of 
preferving  the  Britilh  force  and 
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refources  in  India  whole,  unim¬ 
paired,  and  in  condition  to  en¬ 
counter  any  unforefeen  dangers 
that  might  arife,  or  to  profit  of 
any  favourable  circumftances  which 
might  polTibly  occur.  But  they 
oblerved,  that  independent  of  thefe 
greater  objefts,  the  mere  fituation 
of  the  company’s  private  affairs  at 
home,  would  at  this  time  prefcribe 
the  ftridteft  ceconomy  *  their  char¬ 
ter  was  now  nearly  expired,  and  it 
could  not  be  doubted,  as  affairs 
flood  in  England,  but  that  a  large 
fum  of  money  would  be  required 
for  its  renewal. 

They  further  fated,  that  a' pro¬ 
ject  which,  from  its  nature,  was  evi¬ 
dently  capable  of  convulfmg  the 
whole  continent  of  India  to  its  ut- 
moft  extremity,  could  not,  in  any 
fate  of  things,  or  from  whatever 
quarter  it  originated,  but  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  prejudicial  in  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  highly  dangerous  in  the 
ilfue,  to  the  interefts  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  They  ftrongly  urged  the 
breach  of  faith  and  injuftice,  as 
well  as  the  diflike  and  evil  repute 
which  they  muft  neceffarily  create, 
of  our  entering  into  lo  unwarrant¬ 
able  a  fcheme  of  hoftility,  againft 
our  antient  friend  and  ally  the  Ni¬ 
zam  of  the  Decan.  They  repre- 
fented,  that  befides  being  other- 
wife  powerful,  he  was  by  far  the 
richeft  prince  in  India  ;  that  by 
this  meafure,  he  muft,  in  an  in¬ 
fant,  be  converted  from  a  friend 
to  a  mo  ft  bitter  and  implacable 
enemy.  That  he  abominated  Ra- 
gonaut  Row,  had  been  long  at 
variance  with  the  Berar  Rajah, 
was  ftroncflv  attached  to  the  Boo- 

w  J 

nah  government,  and  united  in 
the  ftricleft  friendlhip  with  Hyder 
Ally.  That  his  tirft  meafure  un¬ 
doubted!  v  would  be,  to  cure  the  in- 
Vol.  XXV. 
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veterate  animofities  which  had  fo 
long  lublifted  between  thefe  two 
rival  ftates  ;  a  meafure  di (Rated  to 
themfelves  by  its  neceftity.  That 
the  inevitable  confequence  would 
be,  a  ftridt  league  and  confederacy 
between  thole  three  formidable 
powers,  for  punifliing  the  pride, 
and  pulling  down  the  dangerous 
power  of  the  company.  That  if 
this  great  and  formidable  confe¬ 
deracy,  fhou'd  by  any  fortune 
prove  totally  unequal  to  its  ob¬ 
ject;  even  in  that  cafe,  highly  im¬ 
probable  as  it  was,  the  fuccefs  of 
the  company’s  arms  would  only 
ferve  to  precipitate  affair  s  into  a 
ftill  more  ruinous  and  dangerous 
ftate.  That  a  remote  and  doubt¬ 
ful  danger  would  be  readily  ha¬ 
zarded,  to  efcape  that  which  was 
certain  and  immediate.  And,  that 
however  contrary  to  their  prefent 
policy  and  difpolition,  jealous  as 
they  already  are,  and  with  reafon, 
of  that  power  and  of  all  other  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  however  contrary  to 
their  interefts  in  any  other  ftate  of 
things,  they  would,  notwithftand- 
ing,  of  nepeffity,  call  in  France 
upon  luch  terms  of  advantage  as 
lhe  chofe  at  prefent  to  require,  to 
their  aftiftance  ;  and  all  the  ftates 
of  India,  whither  Hindoo  or  Ma- 
homedan,  would  join  with  her  in 
exterminating  a  nation,  whole 
boundlefs  ambition,  and  extrava¬ 
gant  fchemes  of  domination  and' 
conqueft,  went  to  the  overthrow 
and  deftruRion  of  all  others. 

Thefe  arguments  and  opinions 
were  oppofed  and  overruled,  upon 
the  idea  of  the  infinite  prefent  and 
future  benefits  which  would  accrue 
to  the  Company,  from  the  placing 
Moodajee  Booda  at  the  head  of 
the  Maratta  empire  j  as  well  as  the 
facility  with  which  that  bufinefs 
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might  be  accomplilhed.  Indead 
of  furthering,  it  would  afford  the 
lure  means  of  totally  defeating  the 
views  of  France.  That  reftlefs 
and  ambitious  nation  were  nego- 
ciating,  and  had  probably  already 
concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Ma- 
rattas.  The  prefect  government 
of  Poonah  was  entirely  in  their 
interefts  ;  and  it  was  reported  that 
the  Port  of  Choul,  and  perhaps 
other  fettlements  of  great  advan¬ 
tage,  would  be  granted  to  them. 
This  was  the  time  to  counteradt 
the  views,  and  to  prevent  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  an  alliance,  which  from  its 
nature  mull  prove  lb  fatal  if  firmly 
eftablilhed.  The  Marattas  were 
now  divided  at  home  j  the  mini- 
fters  holding  their  power  only  at 
the  will  of  a  faction ;  tl\e  depen¬ 
dent  ftates  dilTatisfied  w'kh  their 
government,  and  confequentfy  ea¬ 
ger  for  any  change  or  revolution  ; 
while  their  armies  were  engaged 
and  overborne  in  the  unequal  con- 
teft  with  Hyder  Aliy.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Berar  Rajah  was  great 
in  power,  and  his  force  frelh  and  un¬ 
impaired  ;  and  as  to  Hyder  Ally, 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained, 
but  that  inftead  of  joining  againft 
us,  he  would  to  his  utmoft  aihft  in 
placing  Moodajee  Boofla  on  the 
throne  of  the  Ram-Rajah.  As  to 
recalling  the  troops,  it  would  now 
be  fcandalous ;  would  degrade  the 
company,  and  render  its  councils 
and  military  force  contemptible  in 
the  eyes  of  all  India.  And,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  Nizam  of  the  Decan, 
it  was  infilled,  that  his  views  and 
conduct  had  for  fome  time  borne 
an  afpedt  unfavourable  to  the  inte¬ 
refts  of  the  company,  and  which  in¬ 
dicated  much  more  a  difpofition  to 
hoftility,  whenever  a  fair  opportu¬ 
nity  ottered,  than  to  friendlhip. 


In  purfuance  of  this  projedl, 
which  was  carried  by  the  calling 
voice,  againft  the  ftrenuous  oppo- 
fition  of  two  members  T  ,  C(.u 
01  the  lupreme  coun-  J  ^ 
cil,  Mr.  Elliot  was  1  ?  1 
appointed  on  an  embaffy  to  Naig- 
poor,  the  feat  of  the  Berar  Rajah, 
and  furnifhed  with  the  neceiTary 
powers  and  inftrudtions,  to  nego- 
ciate  and  conclude  the  treaty  with 
that  prince  ;  and  in  confequence 
of  which,  Ragonaut  Row  was  to 
be  entirely  laid  afide.  At  the 
fame  time  orders  were  fent  to  Lef- 
lie,  that  inftead  of  purfuing  the 
diredt  way  through  the  great  pro¬ 
vince  of  Malva,  which  feemed  at 
firft  to  have  been  intended,  he 
fhould  bend  his  courfe  towards  the 
dominions  of  Berar,  with  a  view 
of  fupporting  the  negociation,  and 
of  carrying  into  execution  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  treaty. 

Wliilft  thefe  meafures  were  in. 
agitation  and  purfuit  at  Calcutta, 
the  Marattas  having  refufed  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  which 
were  propofed  from  Bombay,  that 
prefidency  declared  the  treaty  of 
Poonah  violated,  and  to  be  no 
longer  binding  on  the  company  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  palled  refolutions, 
to  accept  the  offers  of  thofe  chiefs 
who  were  in  the  intereft  of  Rago¬ 
naut  Row,  and  accordingly  to  ac¬ 
company  the  latter  with  an  army 
to  Poonah,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
following  month  of  September. 
At  the  fame  time,  they  diredted 
Colonel  Leflie  to  proceed  in  a  di- 
redl  courfe  with  the  detachment  to 
Poonah,  inftead  of  the  route  thro* 
the  Guzerat,  to  Baroach  or  Su¬ 
rat,  which  feemed  to  have  been 
predetermined. 

Thefe  advices  were  received  at 
Calcutta  about  the  middle  of  Au~ 

guft; 
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gu  ft  ;  and  it  Teems  a  mod;  Angu¬ 
lar  circumftance,  that  thole  de¬ 
terminations  at  Bombay,  which 
went  To  directly  to  operate  againft 
the  conditions  and  tendency  of  the 
new  treaty  propoTed  with  Mooda- 
jee  Boofia,  were  lo  Tar  Trom  be¬ 
ing  countermanded,  that  they  met 
with  Tull  approbation.  In  the 
mean  time.  Colonel  JLeflie  (hewed 
no  great  diipofition  to  attend  to 
any  orders  which  urged  his  de¬ 
parture  from  the  bundelchund 
country.  His  unaccountable  de¬ 
lay  in  that  country,  as  well  as  the 
unwarranted  hoftilities  which  he 
was  charged  with  committing, 
had  Teveral  times  been  brought  up 
as  objects  oT  cenTure  by  the  mi¬ 
nority  in  the  luprerne  council. 

,  His  death,  which  we 
Cct.  31.  •  kave  a]reacly  noticed, 

put  an  end  to  all  attempts  atTarther 
enquiry  ;  and  prevented  his  dif- 
miifion  from  the  command  of  the 
army,  which  had  been  at 
determined. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Elliot,  on  his 
way  to  the  court  of  the  Berar  Ra¬ 
jah,  which  happened  fomething 
fooner,  threw  an  unexpected  de¬ 
lay  and  embarralfment  in  the  way 
of  that  negociation.  The  bufmefs, 
in  confequence  of  that  check,  lay 
dormant  for  Tome  time,  and  Teem¬ 
ed  apparently  to  have  been  given 
up.  It  was,  however,  again  re¬ 
vived,  when  it  was  determined, 
$hat  Colonel,  fince  General  God¬ 
dard,  who  lucceeded  l^efiie  in  the 
command  of the  detachment,  fhouid 
be  furnifhed  with  the  Tame  powers 
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which  had  been  communicated  to 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  lhouid  according¬ 
ly  proceed  in  conducting  the  ne- 
gociacion.  The  authority  given 
to  Bombay  to  direct  the  courle  and 
point  out  the  objects  of  the  de¬ 


tachment,  was  upon  that  account 
revoked,  and  General  Goddard 
ordered  to  make  his  way  to  the 
Nerbudda,  which  forms  the  nor¬ 
thern  boundary  of  the  Berar  Ra¬ 
jah’s  dominions. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bombay 
Teemed  ru filing  with  rather  too 
much  irapetu'ofity  into  the  Ma- 
ratta  war  ;  and  was  To  confident 
in  its  fuccefs,  that  infiead  of  pro- 
pofing  to  wait  Tor,  or  regretting 
the  delay  of  Goddard’s  detach¬ 
ment,  they  appeared  apprehenfive 
that  any  other  fhouid  partake  in 
the  glory  and  advantages  of  the 
revolution.  Neither  did  they  Teem 
provided  with  all  the  information, 
which  could  either  warrant  an  un¬ 
dertaking  of  fuch  danger  and  mag¬ 
nitude,  or  afford  the  guidance  ne* 
celTary  to  its  direction  when  un¬ 
dertaken.  They  were  not  only 
milled  with  refpeCt  to  the  number 
and  power  of  Ragonaut  Row’s  ad¬ 
herents  ;  they  were  equally  mifin- 
formed  with  relpeCt  to  the  ftate 
and  fituation  of  the  Maratta  ar¬ 
mies  ;  which  it  Teems  they  under- 
ftood,  to  be  totally  engaged,  at  a 
great  di fiance  on  the  Krifina,  in 
the  lofing  war  with  Hyder  Ally. 
It  was  likewife  reported,  and 
Teems  to  have  been  credited,  that 
the  Bombay  army  would  be  joined 
on  the  borders,  by  20,000  horfe 
under  Ragonaut’s  partizans.  Thus 
the  expedition  to  Boonali  was  ra¬ 
ther  confidered  as  a  Tort  of  holi¬ 
day  adventure,  than  a  matter  of 
difficulty  and  danger. 

Though  expedition  Teems  to 
conltitute  the  foul  of  fuch  an  en- 
terprize,  the  movements  of  the 
Bombay  army  were  unaccountably 
flow.  In  a  few  days  after  the  ar- 
iriy  paTed  over  to  the  continent. 
Captain  Stuart  was  detached  with 
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a  fele£t  party  of  600  grenadier  Sea- 
poys,  to  take  poffeflion  of  the 
Bour  Ghaut,  a  pais  through  the 
mountains  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance,  and  which  opened  the  way 
direttly  to  Poonah  ;  that  capital 
being  within  lefs  than  50  miles  of 
the  pafs.  This  fervice  was  per- 
VT  ,  formed  without  oppo- 

No\ .  2$t  .  pltjon>  an(j  Stuart  con¬ 
tinued  to  fortify  the  pais  for  a  full 
month,  without  any  reinforce¬ 
ment,  and  without  his  meeting 
the  finalleft  interruption.  It  feems 
probable,  that  the  motive  of  this 
delay  was  to  afford  time  to  Rago- 
naut’s  partizans  to  affemble,  and 
to  join  him  in  force  on  the  frontier. 
If  this  was  the  object  in  view,  it 
afforded  a  miierable  deception  j 
not  a  fmgle  hand  was  railed  for 
Ragonaut,  nor  did  a  Maratta  of 
confequence  appear  in  his  favour, 
from  the  outlet  to  the  end  of  the 
expedition. 

The  Bombay  regular  force  a- 
mounted  to  about  4000  men,  (of 
which  700  were  laid  to  be  Euro¬ 
peans)  with  a  powerful  train  of  ar¬ 
tillery.  Ragonaut  Row  commanded 
a  feparate  divifion,  of  two  regiments 
of  Seapoys,  and  about  600  horl'e, 
compoied  of  his  own  followers. 
1  he  army  was  encumbered  with 
an  enormous  baggage,  and  fuch 
a  number  of  carriages  and  cattle, 
as  were  totally  incorffiftent  with 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  and 
fliortnefs  of  the  diftance.  The 
military  maxims  of  the  Eaft  were 
never  held  in  any  eftimation  among 
warlike  nations  \  but  it  would 
item  from  this  in  Ranee,  and  that 
of  the  Bengal  detachment,  as  if 
the  Engl  iff  were  falling  into  one 
of  their  mo  ft  inveterate  and  ruin¬ 
ous  vices. 

The  nominal  command  of  the 


Bombay  army  lay  in  Col.  Egem 
ton  ;  but  the  feledt  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  the  fecond  in  council,  and 
another  gentleman,  as  their  depu¬ 
ties,  to  fuperintend  the  operations 
of  the  army  in  the  field  5  inverting 
civilians  with  powers  as  incom¬ 
patible  with  their  own  fituation 
and  knowledge,  as  with  military 
fubordination  and  fervice.  Thefe 
two  gentlemen,  with  Col.  Eger- 
ton,  compoied  what  was  called 
the  Poonah  committee. 

On  new  year’s  day,  1 7^9,  the 
whole  army  began  their  march 
from  Condola,  the  fir  ft  village  on 
the  Poonah  fide  of  the  pafs,  and 
foon  found  the  Marartas  hanging- 
on  all  fides,  who  impeded  their 
progrefs  by  a  cannonade,  and  di- 
ftant  attack  with  rockets,  through 
the  courfe  of  the  day.  Col.  Cay 
was  mortally  wounded  in  this  out- 
fet  of  the  bufinefs.  The  fame 
fort  of  cannonade  and  interrup¬ 
tion  was  repeated  through  every 
day’s  march,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  three  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  which  we  fuppofe  was  the 
time  that  the  troops  were  in  mo¬ 
tion  ;  the  Marattas  cautioufly  ab- 
ftaining  from  coming  within  reach 
of  the  fmall  arms  ;  and  the  lots 
varying  according  to  circum- 
ftances.  Thus  conftantly  liar- 
rafted,  the  army  could  only  ad¬ 
vance  at  the  rate  of  from  three  to 
four  miles  a  day.  On  the  4th  of 
January,  Capt.  Stuart,  a  brave 
officer,  who  commanded  the  {'elect 
body  of  grenadiers,  was  killed  by 
a  cannon  ball,  which  obliged  the 
army  to  halt  at  a  village  called 
Chuckle)'. 

In  a  lew  days,  on  their  arrival 
at  Tullicanoon,  a  beautiful  vil¬ 
lage  adorned  with  noble  buildings^ 
(which  was,  however,  burnt  on 

their 
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their  approach)  and  only  about 
20  miles  fhort  of  Poonah,  they 
found  their  difficulties  and  dangers 
multiplied  in  fuch  a  degree,  as 
put  an  end  to  all  hope  of  farther 
progrefs.  They  were  already  fo 
completely  furrounded,  "that  every 
kind  of  fupply,  and  all  inter- 
courfe  with  the  country  wrere  en¬ 
tirely  cut  off.  The  enemy  had 
been  every  hour  increafing  in  force 
from  the  time  of  their  quitting  the 
Gant,  and  it  was  now  become  tre¬ 
mendous.  The  Marattas  them- 
felves  fay  it  amounted  to  near 
60,000  horfe.  Upon  their  arrival 
at  the  fmoaking  ruins  of  that  fine 
village,  they  were  clolely  attacked, 
with  a  determined  vigour  and  con¬ 
fidence  which  they  had  not  before 
experienced.  In  this  fkirmiffi  the 
enemy  acknowledged  the  lofs  of 
200  men :  and  laid  that  on  the 
Britilh  fide  25  Europeans,  and  100 
Seapoys  fell- 

r  ,  In  this  ftate  of  things, 

J  ^  7  the  two  remaining  mem- 

I7/9‘  ber3  0f  the  committee 
(one  of  them  being  at  this  time 
either  dead  or  irrecoverably  ill) 
determined  upon  a  retreat  in  the 
night,  hoping  to  fave  the  army, 
by  regaining  the  Gant,  or  Moun¬ 
tain  Pals-  The  profligate  and 
abandoned  Ragonaut  Row,  endea¬ 
voured  to  profit  of  this  deplorable 
fituation,  and  to  purchafe  perfonal 
fecurity,  and  peace  with  his  coun¬ 
try,  at  the  price  of  betraying  his 
allies  to  deltru&ion.  He  is  laid 
to  have  made  the  overture  to  Sin- 
dia,  who  leem's  to  have  been  the 
principal  Maratta  commander; 
and  that  he  not  only  informed  him 
of  the  defign,  the  hour  of  depar¬ 
ture,  and  the  order  of  march,  but 
that  he  promifed  to  fall  upon  them 
with  his  own  forces  in  the  hurry 


and  confufion  of  the  attack.  This 
charge  upon  Ragonaut  is  not 
made  by  the  Engliffi  ;  but  comes 
from  a  quarter  which  had  much 
better  means  of  information,  and 
was  not  fo  liable  to  taciturnity 
upon  that  particular  fubjeft.  At 
any  rate,  it  can  offer  no  injury 
to  Ragonaut ;  the  abhorrence  in 
which  he  has  been  conftantly  held 
by  all  ^the  princes  of  India,  as 
well  as  by  his  own  country,  marks 
his  character  too  ftrongly  to  admit 
of  any  additional  colouring. 

The  line  of  march  on  the  retreat 
being  altered,  and  Ragonaut  with 
his  forces  placed  in  a  new  pofition, 
it  was  fuppofed,  that  the  Engliffi 
commanders  had  received  fome  in¬ 
telligence  of  his  treachery.  How¬ 
ever  that  was,  their  rear  was  at¬ 
tacked  before  it  had  well  got  off 
the  ground,  foon  after  one  in  the 
morning:  and  by  day-break  the 
whole  army  found  itfelf  furround¬ 
ed,  and  furioufly  affaulted  on  all 
fides-  The  engagement  continued 
till  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
with  fcarcely  any  ceffation  on 
either  fide;  and  was  then  only 
terminated  through  extreme  heat 
and  wearinefs.  The  cannonade 
during  the  whole  time  was  tre¬ 
mendous  on  both  fides.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  bravery  and 
firmnefs  difplayed  by  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  troops,  Seapoys  as  well  as 
Europeans,  during  this  long  and 
fevere  conflict.  The  Britiffi  ar¬ 
tillery  were  admirably  ferved ;  and 
the  furious  attacks  repeatedly 
made  by  the  Maratta  horfe  to 
charge  the  line  fvvord  in  hand, 
were  conftantly  repelled  with  great 
lofs,  by  the  well  fimed  and  well 
placed  dilcharge  of  their  grape 
lhot ;  which  was,  however,  ac¬ 
companied  and  fupported  by  an 
<  [B\  3  uniform 
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uniform  and  fevere  fire  of  muf- 
quetry.  Captain  Hartley,  who 
commanded  that  divifion  of  the 
army  which  was  mold  feverely 
prefied,  was  highly  and  particu¬ 
larly  diftinguilhed  by  ,his  conduct 
on  this  day. 

1  he  native  accounts  bate  the 
lofs  on  the  Britifh  fide  in  this 
action,  at  150  Europeans,  and 
800  Seapoys :  but  the  lofs  feems 
to  be  much  exaggerated.  The 
Marattas  furrounded  the  camp 
during  the  -night,  and  kept  pa¬ 
trols  conbantly  in  motion,  to 
prevent  even  the  poffibility  of 
efcape.  Being  now  fecure  of  their 
pre'  ,  they  were  contented  with  a 
cannonade,  without  attempting 
any  clofe  attack  on  the  following 
day.  It  was  returned  by  the  en- 
clofed  army,  until  the  afternoon, 
when  the  firing  on  the  "Englifh 
fide  ceafed.  A  flag  of  truce  be¬ 
ing  lent  out,  the  Marattas  like- 
wife  ceafed  firing.  The  requeft 
which  accompanied  it,  requiring 
that  liabilities  might  ceafe  for  a 
given  time,  until  propol'als  could 
be  made  for  an  accomnfodanon, 
was  as  freely  complied  with.  The 
Maratta  generals,  however,  re¬ 
mitted  no  part  of  their  watchful 
,  care,  in  guarding  all  the  avenues 
from  the  camp  daring  the  night. 

Two  gentlemen  were  deputed 
by  the  committee  in  the  inorninp- 
to  confer  with  the  Maratta  chiefs. 
The  only  account  which  we  have 
feen  or  heard  of  the  conference, 
is  given  in  a  letter  lent  at  the 
time  to  the  Nabob  of  Arcot, 
from  his  envoy  at  the  court  of 
Poonah,  and  which  Hates  it  in  the 
following  manner.  That  the  de¬ 
puty  having  firft  declared  (it  is  to 
be  luppofed  in  the  name  of  the 
company)  that  they  were  only 


merchants,  then  proceeded  to  bate, 
that  Ragonaut  Row  had  come  to 
them  and  demanded  their  protec¬ 
tion.  That  they  thought  he  had 
a  right  to  the  government,  and 
gave  him  their  affibance.  That 
nothing  but  ill  fortune  attended 
him,  and  they  had  been  brought 
to  their  prefent  milerable  bate  by 
keeping  him  with  them.  The 
Marattas  were  now  mafters,  and 
might  take  him  from  them.— 
That  they  Ihould  henceforth  ad¬ 
here  to  the  treaties  ebabliffied  be¬ 
tween  both  nations  j  and  requebed 
that  what  had 
forgiven. 

The  Maratta  minifler  anfwered, 
Ragonaut  Row  is  one  of  us  : — 
What  right  could  you  have  to  in¬ 
terfere  in  our  concerns  with  him  ? 
Pie  then  laid  down  the  following 
terms:  that  they  Ihould  rebore 
Salfette,  Baroach,  and  whatever 
elle  had  been  taken  from  the  Ma¬ 
rattas  in  the  late  war.  That  they 
Ihould  adhere  to  the  treaty  con¬ 
cluded  with  Balajee  Row  in  the 
year  176*  ;  and  that  they  fnould 
require  nothing  farther. 

i  he  deputies  went  back  with 
this  anfwer,  and  did  not  return 
until  the  following  day  at  noon  j 
it  is  not  clear,  whether  hoftilities 
were,  or  were  not  recommenced 
during  the  interval.  They  in¬ 
formed  Sindia  that  they  had 
brought  a  blank  paper,  figned 
and  lealed  by  the  committee  and 
principal  military  officers,  which 
the  Maratta  chiefs  were  to  fill  up 
as  they  plealed.  Sindia,  with 
equal  moderation  and  wildom,  (for 
the  wildom  and  policy  of  the  mea- 
fure  are  not  to  be  judged  of  from 
the  event  in  this  particular  in- 
bance)  advifed  the  Maratta  coun¬ 
cil  not  to  take  any  unreafonable 

ad- 


happened  might  be 
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advantage  of  their  own  power,  and 
of  the  diflrefs  and  neceilitv,  which 
compelled  the  Englifh  to  fubmit  to 
any  terms  they  chofe  to  prefcribe  ; 
“  For,”  faid  he,  “  our  making 
<t  large  demands  would  only  fow 
<f  refentment  in  their  hearts,  and 
li  we  had  better  demand  only 
“  what  is  necelfarv.  Let  Rago- 
“  naut  Row  be  with  us,  and  the 
“  treaty  between  us,  and  the  Eng- 
“  lifh  will  be  adhered  to.” 

The  treaty  was  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded,  upon  the  immediate  con¬ 
dition  of  giving  up  Ragonaut 
Row,  and  the  future  one  of  re- 
ftoring  all  the  late  conquefts. — 
The  former  treaty  with  Balajee 
Row,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
late  Poorunder,  and  to  be  firmly 
adhered  to  by  both  parties.  It 
was  likewife  dipulated,  that  the 
Bengal  army  Ihould  return ;  but 
it  has  been  fince  faid,  that  the 
committee  declared,  that  their 
prefidency  had  no  authority  which 
could  reach  to  bind  the  fupreme 


council,  with  refpedt  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  their  forces.  Ail  thefe 
terms  were  fufficiently  favourable  ; 
but  they  were  clogged  with  the 
di  {graceful  condition,  that  Mr. 
Farmer  and  another  gentleman 
fhould  remain  as  hoflages,  until 
the  treaty  was  ratified  at  Bombay, 
and  the  illand  of  Salfette,  with 
the  other  conquered  countries  re- 
llored. 

The  treaty  being  returned  per- 
fedted  to  the  Maratta  camp,  the 
articles  written  in  the  Englifh, 
Perfian,  and  Maratta  languages, 
the  whole  confirmed  by  the  com¬ 
pany’s  leal,  and  figned  as  we  be¬ 
fore  obferved,  the  late  enemy  fent 
an  immediate  fupply  of  provifions 
to  the  Bombay  army  ;  through  the 
want  of  which  (our  account  fays) 
they  were  reduced  to  the  laft  ftate 
of  diilrefs.  A  body  of  Maratta 
horfe  conduced  them  back  to  the 
fea  lhore,  and  faw  them  on  board 
the  boats  which  re-conveyed  them 
to  Bombay. 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

Situation  and  conduft  of  Moodajee  Boojla ,  the  Rajah  of  Reran ,  Gen.  God¬ 
dard  pajfes  the  Nerbudda  with  the  army ,  who  are  liberally  f up  plied  with 
provifions  and  necefjaries  in  the  dominions  of  Berar.  Negociation  with 
the  Rajah ,  who  rejujes  to  accede  to  the  conditions  held  out  by  the  propofed 
treaty .  Goddard  fets  out  on  his  march  jor  Poonah  ;  receives  contradic¬ 
tory  infiruflions  on  his  way,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  Bombay  army  $  is  met  by  a  minijler  jrom  the  court  of  Poonah,  who 
defires  his  return  with  the  army  to  Bengal,  in  purfuance  of  the  treaty  oj 
Worgaum:  Goddard  refujes  to  comply,  and  directs  his  courfe  to  Surat. 
Preftdency  of  Bombay  dij avow  the  treaty  of  IVorgaum,  and  thereby  ex- 
poff  the  hojlages  to  great  apparent  danger.  New  fchemes  adopted  jor  a 
revolution  in  the  Maratta  government ,  Supreme  council  confirm  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Bombay  in  difavowing  the  convention  of  IVorgaum  ;  but  empower 
Goddard  to  negociate  a  treaty  upon  other  terms  with  the  Marattas.  Great 
preparations  at  the  jame  time  made  Jor  war,  and  a  renewal  of  the  nego¬ 
ciation  with  Moodajee  Boofia  determined .  Strong  complaints  made  by 

the  court  of  Poonah,  of  the  J a  it  kiefs  conduft  of  the  company.  Ragobah 
efcapes  from  the  cufiody  of  the  Marattas,  and  flies  for  rejuge  to  Goddard's 
camp  j  which  increafes  the  difficulties  oj  the  negociation  with  the 

[if]  4  former . 
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former.  Various  caufes  which  led  to  the  confederacy  of  the  great  princes 
oj  India  j  or  the  extermination  oj  the  Englijh .  Mar  a  tt  as  break  of  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  Goddard ,  and  conclude  a  peace  and  alliance  vtith  Hyder 
Ally ,  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded  by  the  fupreme  council  with  the 
Is  anna  oj  Ghoa.  Gen.  Goddard  concludes  a  treaty  with  Putty  Sing  ; 
takes  Ahmedabadf  the  capital  oj  the  Guzerat ,  by  form ,  and  reduces  the 
whole  province,  Sindia  and  Holkar  arrive  with  a  Maratta  army . 
Sindia  ref  ores  the  gentlemen  who  were  given  as  hojlages  at  IV or  gaum . 
Propofals  by  Sinaia  jor  an  accommodation  rejected.  Gen.  Goddard  at¬ 
tacks  and  defeats  the  Maratta  army.  Capt.  Campbell  reptiljes  Sindia , 
and  preferves  his  convoy.  Lieut .  W alfh  fur prizes  and  defeats  a  large 
body  oj  Marattas.  Another  large  body  dejeatea  by  Major  Forbes.  Ma¬ 
jor  Pophands  fuccefes  on  the  fide  of  Bengal ;  drives  the  Marattas  out  of 
the  country  of  Ghod ;  and,  furjrifes  the  fortrefs  of  Gualier,  which  had 
always  been  deemed  impregnable.  State  of  affairs  in  the  Carnatic. 
Treaty  with  Bazalet  Jung  jor  the  Guntoor  Circar,  with  other  tranj- 
aflious,  which  led  to  great  jealoufy,  difike  and  ill-will ,  on  the  fide  oj 
the  Nizam  of  the  Decan,  and  oj  Hyder  Ally. 


AS  we  have  feen  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  ilfue  of  the  Bombay 
expedition  in  favour  of  Ragobah, 
it  v/iil  now  be  neceflary  to  take 
fome  notice  of  the  refult  of  that 
greater  and  more  comprehendve 
part  of  the  fydem,  which  had  been 
formed  for  the  overthrow  of  the 
prefent  Maratta  government,  and 
the  eftabiifnment,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  of  a  new  arrangement  of 
power  and  policy  in  India.  Moo- 
dajee  Boofla,  the  Berar  Rajah, 
from  whatever  motives  it  might 
arifc,  feems  to  have  been  very  fa¬ 
vourably  dilpofed  to  the  Britilh 
intereds  ;  at  lead  it  is  evident, 
that  he  was  willing  to  enter  into 
any  conditions  of  mutual  conve¬ 
nience  and  good  neighbourhood, 
which  could  tend  to  drengthen  and 
render  permanent  a  friendly  con- 
nedlion.  The  Rajah'S  dominions 
were  too  remote,  and  too  fecurely 
locked  in  from  ail  maritime  en- 
terprize,  to  render  him  in  any 
great  degree  apprehenfive  of  the 
company’s  power;  and  the  fame 
caufes,  with  others,  prevented  ai¬ 
med  all  commerce  between  his 


fubjedls  and  theirs.  He,  however, 
poffeffed  a  claim,  which,  if  he  had 
been  difpofed  to  enforce  it,  mud 
have  afforded  continual  room  for 
angry  dife  flion ;  this  was  the  de¬ 
mand  on  Bengal  of  the  chout,  or 
annual  Maratta  tribute,  which 
had  been  long  paid  by  that  king¬ 
dom,  and  to  which,  if  at  all  al¬ 
lowable,  he  feemed  entitled ;  but 
this  claim  had  lain  fo  long  dor¬ 
mant,  as  to  be  now  lcarcely 
thought  of ;  and  could  only  be 
revived  by  fome  unexpe&ed  and 
extraordinary  change  of  circum- 
dances. 

As  the  conduct  and  dilpofition 
of  princes  are  ufually  attributed  to 
political  motives,  this  attachment 
of  the  Rajah  to  the  company  mud 
be  fought  for  in  other  caufes  than 
we  have  yet  feen.  It  is  laid,  that 
he  formerly  had  in  contemplation 
fame  defign  cf  enforcing  his  claim 
to  the  throne  of  the  Ram  Rajah, 
in  the  profecution  of  which,  the 
fupport,  or  even  the  countenance 
of  the  company,  would  have  been 
an  objedt  of  no  fmall  confideration 
and  import.  The  friendly  in ter- 

courfe 


courfe  thus  commenced,  might 
well  have  been  continued  and  im¬ 
proved,  although,  from  the  appa¬ 
rent  impraCticabilitv  of  the  defign, 
and  the  Rajah’s  fubfequent  con¬ 
nections  with  the  court  of  Poonah, 
the  idea  from  which  it  originated 
had  been  long  laid  afide.  The 
Berar  Rajah  might  alfo,  in  a  ge¬ 
neral  political  view,  have  confi- 
dered  the  company  as  highly  ule- 
ful,  in  contributing  to  fupport 
fome  tolerable  balance  of  power 
between  the  native  princes  of  In¬ 
dia;  and,  as  in  a  late  particular 
inftance,  he  had  himfelf  been  over¬ 
matched,  worthed,  and  loft  a  con- 
fiderable  portion  of  territory,  in 
his  war  with  the  Nizam  of  the 
Decan,  he  perhaps  hoped  that 
their  friendship  and  alliance  would 
be  a  means  of  preventing  future 
injury  or  lofs. 

But  it  was  long  and  late  before 
the  Berar  Rajah  was  admitted  into 
the  my  fiery  of  that  new  1'ydem  of 
policy  which  was  in  contemplation 
at  Calcutta,  and  in  which  he  was 
intended  to  hold  fo  great  and  con- 
fpicuous  a  part.  Repeated  hints 
had  indeed  been  thrown  out,  both 
to  his  redden t  at  Calcutta,  and  in 
letters  to  his  prime  minilter,  that 
a  treaty  of.  the  firft  importance, 
aid  fraught  with  the  greated  mu¬ 
tual  advantages,  was  in  view,  and 
would  foon  be  dilcloled  to  him. 
This  intelligence  being  entirely 
l'uited  to  his  own  wifhes,  could  not 
but  afford  the  greated  latisfaclion  ; 
and  he  accordingly  exploited  no 
fmall  regret  at  the  death  of  Mr. 
Elliot;  the  mini der,  who  we  have 
feen,  had  been  appointed  to  nego- 
ciate  and  conclude  the  bufincls  at 
his  court. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  ufed  the 
mod  friendly  and  unremitting  en¬ 


deavours,  to  prevent  or  to  compro- 
mife  the  differences,  between  the 
court  of  Poonah  and  Calcutta. 
His  central  lituation,  his  intimate 
connections  with  one,  his  friendly 
correfpondence  with  the  other, 
and  his  good  willies  to  both,  ren¬ 
dered  him  the  natural  mediator 
between  the  parties  ;  and  it  is  but 
judice  to  fay,  that  he  was  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  his  endeavours  to  dif- 
charge  the  duties  of  that  office. 
He  was  equally  indudrious  at 
Poonah  and  at  Calcutta,  in  ex¬ 
plaining  the  meafures,  conduCt, 
and  views  of  the  oppohte  fide,  and 
in  redraining  or  curing  the  jea- 
loufies  . riling  on  both.  As  the  ap¬ 
prehension  of  a  French  alliance 
was  the  great  objeCt  of  complaint 
and  alarm  held  out  at  Calcutta, 
his  reprefentations  at  the  court  of 
Poonah  were  fo  effectual,  as  to 
procure  the  abrupt  di (million  of 
the  Chevalier  de  St.  Lubin ;  and 
this  fatisfaClion,  as  the  Maratta 
miniders  alferr,  was  given  in  lo 
clear  and  complete  a  manner,  that 
he  was  lent  away  without  hearing 
or  receiving  his  propofals. 

On  the  other  hand,  he  was  no 
lets  urgent,  though  lei's  fuccelsful 
at  Calcutta,  in  remondratin’g  on 
the  impropriety,  evil  confequences, 
and  ultimate  danger  of  Lellie’s  ex¬ 
pedition.  He  drongly  dated,  that 
exciufive  of  the  edecls  which  it 
mull  unavoidably  produce  at  Poo¬ 
nah,  it  was  a  meafure  of  l'uch  a 
nature,  as  could  not  fail  to  dil— 
gud  and  alarm  all  the  princes  of 
India.  It  was  not  only  without 
example,  but  it  was  contrary  to 
all  treaties,  and  a  direCt  violation 
of  all  the  rights  of  l'overeignty. 
Every  prince,  through  whole  ter¬ 
ritories  the  army  palled,  mud  re¬ 
tent,  fo  fyr  as  he  was  able,  fuch 
/  a  da- 
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a  flagrant  outrage.  He  dated  the 
numberlefs  difficulties  of  every 
hind  which  they  were  to  encoun¬ 
ter;  the  unknown  countries  they 
were  to  explore,  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  provifion  in  the  midft  of 
hoftility,  with  the  imprafti cable 
roads  and  the  dangerous  pades  and 
defiles,  through  which  they  mud 
attempt  their  way. 

The  inattention  paid  to  the 
Rajah’s  counfel  and  opinion,  did 
not  produce  any  remiifion  of  his 
kindnyfs  and  good  offices.  Two 
of  his  principal  officers  had  long 
been  in  waiting  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nerbudda,  with  ample  fup- 
plies  of  provifions  and  neceifaries, 
as  well  for  its  future  fupport,  as 
for  the  immediate  relief  of  the 
Bombay  army  on  its  arrival.  His 
zeal  went  fo  far,  as  to  lead  him  to 
djfclofe  the  preparations  making 
By  the  court  of  Poonah  for  cutting 
off  the  detachment,  even  to  the 
number  of  the  troops  and  the 
names  of  the  leaders,  which  were 
in  different  quarters  affiembling, 
and  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 
When  the  army  were  arrived  in  the 
dominions  of  Berar,  that  prince, 
after  fpecifically  pointing  out  the 
dangers  to  which  they  would  be 
expofed,  and  the  enemies  they  had 
to  encounter,  then  regretted,  with 
much  apparent  fenfibiiity,  that  he 
did  not,  however,  think,  they  could 
at  that  time  return,  without  dil- 
grace  to  the  company’s  arms  and 
councils;  and  thence  concluded, 
that  it  was  better  thev  ffiould  at  all 
hazards  proceed.  But,  at  the  lame 
time,  lull  attentive  to  the  pre- 
lervation  of  the  troops,  he  pointed 
out  the  neareft  line  of  march  for 
them  to  the  Guzerat,  as  the  means 
of  evading  the  impending  dan¬ 
ger 

it  was  evidently  in  his  power  to 


have  facrificed  the  detachment, 
without  rifque  or  difficulty,  to  the 
views  of  the  Nizam  and  the  Court 
of  Poonah  ;  and  no  conditions  or 
advantages  could  by  them  have 
been  thought  too  great  for  fuch  a 
fervice.  Yet,  although  he  was 
himfelf  equally  difguffed  and  a- 
larmed,  at  the  defigns  and  objects 
of  the  new  league,  which  were 
then  unveiled  to  him,  his  fidelity- 
continued  unffiaken  ;  and  inftead 
of  detaining  the  detachment  un¬ 
der  apparent  circumftances  of  the 
greated:  danger,  he  advanced  mo¬ 
ney,  upon  bills  from  Calcutta,  to 
enable  them  to  profecute  the  march, 
when  it  could  not  otherwife  have 
been  remitted  in  any  time  equal  to 
the  exigency.  This  conduct  does 
not  belie  the  alfertion,  which  was 
thrown  out  upon  a  fubfequent  oc- 
caficn,  by  one  of  the  Berar  Ra¬ 
jah’s  miniffer’s,  44  That  the  family 
44  of  Boofla  had  never  yet  depart- 
44  ed  a  hair’s  breadth  from  their 
44  public  or  private  faith.” 

Bui:  with  thele  good  difpoimon3 
and  qualities  in  other  refpeds,  the 
Berar  Rajah  was  exceedingly  ill 
calculated  for  the  high  part  which 
was  allotted  to  him  in  the  new 
fyffem  of  policy.  It  perhaps  re¬ 
quires  little  lefs  greatnefs  of  mind, 
to  comprehend  and  adopt,  than  to 
conceive  and  frame,  vaft  and  dar¬ 
ing  defigns.  Moodajee  Boofla  was 
old  and  timid;  and  had  no  more 
difipofition  to  break  in  upon  the 
tranquility  of  his  neighbours,  than 
to  hazard  his  own  l'ecurity.  In- 
fiead  ol  being  fafcinated  by  the 
glorious  views  of  victory,  conqueft 
and  empire,  he  was  iuuck  with 
horror  at  the  means  by  which  they 
were  to  be  attained.  He  feems  to 
have  been  bialfed  by  ideas,  which 
cannot  but  appear  ftrange  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  a  Maratta  ;  and  his 

long 
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long  letters  upon  the  fubjedt,  may 
be  confidered  as  little  lei's  than  lec¬ 
tures  upon  political  morality. 

Golonel  Goddard,  who  depart¬ 
ed  from  the  Bundelchund  country 
on  the  1 2th  of  Odtober,  1778,  was, 
during  a  march  of  about  feven 
weeks  to  the  Nerbudda,  almoH 
continually  harraifed,  his  fupplies 
cut  o ff,  and  his  progrefs  interrupt¬ 
ed,  by  a  body  of  Maratta  horfe 
under  Ballagee  Pundtrr.  ft  liow- 
ever  appears,  that  the  army  in 
this  courfe,  paifed  through  defiles, 
buried  in  the  woods  and  moun¬ 
tains,  of  fuch  length,  difficulty 
and  danger,  that  a  handful  oi 
men,  might  have  Hopped  the  pro¬ 
grefs  cf  an  army,  and  a  moderate, 
well  conducted  force  have  (hut  it 
up  entirely.  Fortunately,  the  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  fuch 
circumfiances  of  utuation,  were 
not  within  the  compafs  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  iki  11. 

The  army  arrived  on  the  nor¬ 
thern  banks  of  the  Nerbudda,  fa¬ 
tigued,  exhaufled,  their  carriages 
broken,  their  draught  cattle  worn 
down,  and  in  want  of  all  manner  of 
fupplies,  on  the  laH  of  November  j 
and  paffed  over  to  Hullinabad,  in 
the  Berar  dominions,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  where  all  their  wants 
were  amply  fupplied.  Colonel 
Goddard,  with  the  army,  conti¬ 
nued  at  Hullinabad,  until  near  the 
middle  of  the  following  January  ; 
he  immediately  fending  an  agent 
to  Naigpore,  the  Rajah’s  capital, 
in, order  to  negociate  the  propofed 
alliance.  Notwithstanding  the 
friendfhip  (hewn  by  Moodajee 
Boofla,  he  was  by  no  means  dif- 
pofed  to  admit  of  their  advancing, 
under  any  pretence,  into  the  inte¬ 
rior  parts  of  his  dominions  ;  and 
he  (hewed  no  (mail  jealouly  at 
fume  intimations  that  were  given. 
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of  their  good  difpofition  to  the 
protection  of  his  capital  againft 
any  polfible  confequences  of  the 
propofed  alliance. 

The  refult  of  the  negociation 
was,  that  the  Court  of  Berar  ab- 
folutely  refufed  concluding  any 
alliance,  or  entering  into  any  con¬ 
ditions,  which  tended  to  hoHility, 
either  with  the  Paifhwa,  or  the 
Soubah  of  the  Decan.  They  re- 
prefented  the  breach  of  friendfhip, 
violation  of  faith,  treachery,  and 
pofitive  perjury,  which,  on  their 
fide,  would  attend  the  former  ;  and 
they  confidered  as  not  a  great 
deal  lefs  heinous,  the  unjuilifiable 
violation  of  a  treaty  of  peace  fo- 
lemnly  ratified  with  the  Nizam. 
They  likewife  totally  condemned 
the  fcheme  with  refpedt  to  its  po¬ 
licy,  as  being  rafh,  immature, 
haflily  formed,  highly  dangerous, 
and  as  impracticable  as  it  was  un¬ 
juft- 

Moodajee  Boofia  himfelf  enter¬ 
ed  into  much  reafoning  upon  the 
fubjedt,  both  in  writing  and  other- 
wife.  It  feemed  as  if  he  wifhed  to 
fofeen  the  refufal,  by  Hating  the 
impracticability  of  the  deiign  ; 
fhewing  the  total  incompetency  of 
his  own  forces  joined  with  the 
Englilh,  to  oppofe  the  powerful 
and  numerous  enemies  which  it 
was  intended  to  provoke;  and  the 
inevitable  ruin  to  himfelf  and  his 
country,  which  mult  necelfarily 
attend  his  engaging  in  the  mea- 
(ure.  He  feems  every  where  to 
treat  the  fcheme  as  a  matter  haftily 
taken  up  and  adopted,  without 
deliberation,  judgment,  or  a  due 
attention  to  means  or  confe- 
quence. 

It  was  in  this  Hate  of  things, 
that  the  Berar  Rajah  received  in¬ 
telligence,  of  the  landing  of  the 
Bombay  army  on  the  continent, 

with 
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with  a  view  of  conducting  Rago- 
naut  to  Poonah,  and  placing  him 
by  force  of  arms  in  the  Faith  wa- 
fhip.  The  impreffions  which  this 
intelligence  made  upon  his  mind 
can  only  be  fuppofed.  It  certain¬ 
ly  could  not  excite  very  favourable 
ideas  with  refpeCt  to  the  rectitude 
of  the  company’s  conduct  and 
views,  any  more  than  to  the  faith 
or  honour  of  the  nation.  However 
ruinous  and  difgraceful  the  Bom- 
buv  exoedition  was  in  itfelf,  it 

J  4.  _ 

undoubtedly  proved  the  means  ot 
preferving  Goddard’s  detachment  ; 
the  large  forces  which  were  alfem- 
bl'ed  in  different  quarters  to  inter¬ 
cept  their  palfage,  being,  in  the 
frit  inltance,  neceffarily  called  off 
to  encounter  the  nearer  danger  ; 
and  the  treaty  or  convention  of 
Worgaum,  having  afterwards  lull¬ 
ed  the  Court  of  Poonah  into  a  le- 
curity,  which  excluded  all  ideas 
of  farther  hoftili'ty. 

The  negociation  with  the  Rajah 
having  thus  failed.  Colonel  God- 
,  1  dard  began  his  march 
ailj_  *  *  from  Huffinabad  for 

1  '  9*  Poonah.  But  he  had 
not  advanced  many  days,  when  he 
received  a  letter  from  the,  Poonah 
committee,  being  thole  field  de¬ 
puties  who,  we  have  feen,  con¬ 
ducted  the  operations  of  the  Bom¬ 
bay  army,  adding  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  either  to  Baroach  or  Surat, 
or  otherwife  to  continue  on  the 
borders  of  Berar  ;  but  by  no  means 
to  advance  towards  Poonah.  This 
letter  was  dated  on  the  iith  of 
January,  before  the  final  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  Marattasi  The 
colonel,  however,  kept  his  way  ; 
not  thinking  himielf  warranted  by 
tbefe  advices  to  return  to  Berar ; 
and  the  fame  common  road  fill 
holding  to  the  other  fpecified 
places.  On  the  1 6th  of  January, 


when  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Worgaum  were  agreed  on,  the 
Poonah  committee  wrote  a  letter 
to  Goddard,  with  politive  direc¬ 
tions  to  march  back  with  the  army 
to  Bengal ;  but  in  three  days  after, 
when  the  impreffions  that  then 
operated  were  worn  off,  and  they 
had  come  to  a  refolution  of  difput- 
ing  the  validity  of  the  treaty, 
they  difpatched  another  letter,  in  * 
forming  him,  that  upon  due  re- 
colle&ion,  they  found  they  were 
not  authorized  to  ilfue  the  former 
orders,  and  he  was  therefore  to 
pay  no  regard  to  them. 

Colonel  Goddard,  without  be¬ 
ing  moved  by  thele  contradictory 
orders,  continued  his  courfe,  un¬ 
til  on  the  5th  of  February,  being 
arrived  at  Brahmpore,  he  receiv¬ 
ed  difpatches  from  the  council  of 
Bombay,  with  orders  for  his  pro¬ 
ceeding  immediately  to  Surat  ;  ob- 
lerving  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  give  him  any 
precife  information  as  to  the  caules 
of  the  return  of  their  army,  nor  as 
to  the  probable  confequences  of 
that  event.  Thefe  advices  were 
fucceeded  by  the  arrival  of  a  Vack- 
eel,  or  minifter,  from  Poonah  in 
his  camp,  with  a  copy  of  the  con¬ 
vention  at  Worgaum,  by  which 
his  immediate  return  to  Bengal 
was  ftipulated,  Color. el  God  hard 
denied,  that  the  committee  who 
figned  the  convention  had  any 
manner  of  authority  over  him  5 
laid  that  he  was  under  orders  to 
march  to  Bombay,  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  company’s  poffeffions  again  it 
the  defigns  of  the  French  ;  that  he 
could  not  difpenfe  with  his  orders, 
and  fhould  accordingly  profecute 
his  march.  Being  now  fenfible  of 
the  situation  of  affairs,  he  bent  his 
courfe  direCtly  to  Surat,  where  he 
arrived  by  the  end  of  February. 

Bombay 
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Bombay  was  exceedingly  flow  in 
communicating  its  misfortune,  or 
intended  mode  of  conduct  in  con- 
fequence  of  it.  The  intelligence 
had  been  lb  long  received  from 
Madras  and  Poonah  at  Calcutta, 
before  any  direbt  account  was 
tranfmitted  from  that  prefidency, 
that  lome  cenfure  feemed  to  be 
in  agitation  for  lb  unaccountable 
a  negligence  in  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil.  The  Bombay  difpatches  did 
not  arrive  until  after  the  middle 
of  March,  That  prefidency  had 
publicly  difavowed  the  treaty  ol 
Worgaum  ;  although  it  was  rati¬ 
fied  by  two  members  of  the  felebt 
committee,  who  were  in  elfebt 
armed  with  all  the  powers  of  the 
government  ;  and  thus  were  the 
lives  ofMefirs.  Farmer  and  Stuart, 
the  two  gentlemen,  who  relying 
on  the  faith  of  the  company 
(which  in  that  intlance  fhould  have 
been  deemed  particularly  facred) 
had  committed  themfelves  as  hoi* 
tages  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  conditions,  to  all  appear¬ 
ance  facrificed. 

No  misfortune  feemed  capable 
of  laying  the  fpirit  of  intrigue  in 
Bombay.  In  the  midfl  of  difgrace 
and  calamity,  a  fcheme  was  in- 
lhantly  formed  for  finding  a  lub- 
ftitute  to  fup ply  the  lofs  of  Rago- 
bab,  and  thereby  reviving  the  ne¬ 
ver  abandoned  defign  of  ftill  effect¬ 
ing  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta 
government.  The  late  great  kind- 
nefs  lhewn  to  the  Englifh,  and  the 
eminent  fervice  donre  by  Madajee 
Sindia,  in  preventing  the  whole 
army  from  being  dilarmed  and  de¬ 
tained  as  hoflages,  and  thereby 
affording  an  opportunity  for  evad¬ 
ing  the  treaty  of  W  orgaum,  point¬ 
ing  him  out  as  the  proper  inlb  ument 
for  this  purpofe.  Such  fignal  aids 
of  fervice,  it  was  fuppofed,  could 


only  proceed  from  interefted  and 
fmifter  views,  or  from  foine  very 
extraordinary  ftrain  of  friendlhip. 
In  either  cal'e,  though  with  more 
certainty  in  the  former,  the  mo¬ 
tive  might  operate  to  the  fame  end 
in  promoting  the  defign.  The 
power,  refources,  influence  and 
charabter  of  Sindia,  rendered  him 
a  much'  more  eligible  inftrument, 
and  infinitely  more  capable  of 
carrying  the  bufinefs  into  execu¬ 
tion,  than  the  profligate  Ragobah. 
Meafures  were  accordingly  taken 
for  making  l'ecret  propofals,  hold¬ 
ing  out  great  advantages  to  Sindia, 
to  induce  him  to  adopt  the  new 
fcheme  of  revolution  *,  but  we  do 
not  find  that  they  produced  either 
anfweror  notice  from  that  chief. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bombay  and 
Calcutta  charged  each  other  with 
the  late  misfortune  and  all  its  con- 
fequences.  The  lupreme  council 
charged  the  prefidency,  with  di- 
latorinefs  and  caution  when  they 
fhould  have  been  alert  and  in  ac¬ 
tion  ;  with  milling  the  faireft  op¬ 
portunities  of  advantage  and  fuc- 
cefs  j  and  at  length,  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitancy  and  raflmels,  in 
adopting  the  late  expedition  when 
the  feafon  was  over,  and  under 
circumlfances  which  rendered  fuc- 
cel's  imprabticable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  prefidency  of  Bombay 
attributed  all  their  failure  and 
misfortune,  to  the  propoled  treaty 
with  Moodajee  Boofla,  and  to  the 
keeping  them  fo  long  in  the  dark 
with  relpebt  to  the  defign,  that  it 
was  too  late  to  benefit  by  the 
knowledge  when  communicated. 
While  recrimination  wras  thus 
bandied,  Madras  was  foreboding 
and  lamenting  the  evils,  calami¬ 
ties  and  dangers,  to  which  the 
raflmels  and  violence  of  both,  in 
continually  forcing  the  Murat  tas 
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to  war,  mu  ft  expofe  that  govern¬ 
ment  in  particular,  and  the  com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  and  pofTefiions  in  ge¬ 
neral  j  at  a  time  when  Hyder  Ally 
and  the  French  were  only  waiting 
for  the  proper  opportunity  to 
wreak  all  their  vengeance  upon 
the  English. 

The  fupreme  council,  however, 
confirmed  the  conduct  of  Bombay, 
in  difavowing  the  treaty  or  con¬ 
vention  of  Worgaum.  But  fome 
pacific  difpofition,  notwithftand- 
ing,  now  appeared  ;  and  Colonel 
Goddard  was  endued  with  full 
powers  for  entering  into  a  nego¬ 
tiation  with  the  Marattas  ;  and 
for  a  renewal  or  confirmation,  or 
both,  of  the  Poorunder  treaty  ; 
but  with  a  ftridt  article  againft 
the  ad  million  in  any  manner  of  the 
French,  or  the  entering  into  any 
connexion  whatever  with  that  na¬ 
tion  ;  and  an  inviolable  determi-  “ 
nation  declared,  not  to  give  up  “ 
any  of  the  new  conqueiis  or  ac-  (i 
ceffions.  It  had  been  previoufiy  “ 
laid  down,  as  a  general  pofition  “ 
not  to  be  departed  from,  in  the  “ 
council,  that  the  Marattas  ought  “ 
to  be  fully  fatisfied  with  the  pcf-  “ 
feflion  of  Ragonaut  Row  ;  and  t£ 
that  they  had  no  right  to  claim  or 
to  expert  any  farther  conceilion  in 
confequence  of  the  late  conven¬ 
tion. 

But  with  thefe  pacific  appear-  t( 
ances,  if  fuch  they  may  be  confi-  “ 
dered,  it  was  at  the  fame  time  de-  <c 
termined,  to  renew  the  negociation  6‘ 
with  Moodajee  Boofia,  and  to  urge  Ci 
that  prince  by  every  motive  to  ac-  “ 
cede  to  the  propoled  treaty.  Eve-  “ 
ry  pofiible  preparation  for  a  re-  <e 
newal  or  carrying  on  of  war  was  “ 
likewife  made;  and  the  firft  bri-  <( 
gade,  which  had  for  fome  time  been  ** 
waiting  on  the  banks  of  the  Jumna  “ 
for  that  event,  was  now  fupplied  t( 


with  artillery,  ammunition,  and  all 
other  neceffaries,  in  order  to  be 
enabled  to  enter  the  Maratta  coun¬ 
tries,  and  proceed  to  action,  at 
the  fhorteft  notice.  Other  divi- 
fions  of  troops  in  the  moft  ad¬ 
vanced  or  fui  table  ftations.,  were 
alfo  ordered  to  be  in  confidant  rea- 
dinefs  for  motion  or  fervirce. 

Under  the  various  circumfiances 
we  have  feen,  exclufive  of  a  far 
greater  number  relative  to  the 
fame  fubjedt  which  cannot  come 
within  our  obfervation,  it  can  ex¬ 
cite  no  furprife,  that  the  follow¬ 
ing  paffages  of  complaint  or  re- 
prehenfion,  fhould,  along  with 
many  others,  appear  in  fome  of 
the  letters  which  had  been  written 
in  the  name  of  the  Pailhwa  to  the 
governor-general,  even  before  the 

e  Bombay  expedition  ;  viz. - 

When  the  government  of  Bom¬ 
bay,  in  former  times,  put  on 
the  mafic  cf  friendfhip,  for  the 
purpofes  of  deceit,  and  aided 
the  enemy  of  this  government, 
regarding  you,  fir,  as  fuperior 
to  all  the  other  chiefs,  I  made 
peace  and  friendfhip  with  you, 
and  thefe  are  the  fruits  pro¬ 
duced  by  this  friendfhip.” — 
You  write,  that  the  maintain¬ 
ing  of  friendfhip  and  ftridt 
union  between  our  ftates,  is 
your  refolve.  Is  it,  in  effedl, 
for  the  prefervation  of  friend- 
fhip,  that  you  trouble  the  do¬ 
minions  of  this  government  ? 
Such  a  mode  of  condudt  is  in- 
confiftent  with  the  maxims  and 
ufages  of  high  and  illuflrious 
chiefs.” — “  The  maintenance 
of  every  arricle  of  the  treaty, 
is  equ'aily  incumbent  on  bocii 
parties.  It  is  not  ftipulated  in 
any  article  of  the  treaty,  that 
either  party  may  lend  forces 
through  the  dominions  of  the 

“  other. 
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“  other,  without  confulting  him 
“  beforehand  ;  and  thereby  to 
caufe  trouble  and  diftrefs  to  the 
iC  people.  To  what  rule  of  friend - 
“  fhip  can  be  attributed,  the  fta- 
ct  tioning  garrifons,  and  the  raif- 
“  ing  of  money  in  the  country  of 
“  the  other  party  ?  What  has 
“  happened  is  then  agreeable  to 
**  Englifh  faith.” — He  concludes 
with  the  following  declaration — 
“  From  the  commencement  of  the 
“  authority  of  the  family  of  the 
“  Pailhwa,  they  have  entered  into 
“  treaties  with  many  of  the  chiefs, 
i(  both  of  the  Fail  and  of  the 
t(  Weft,  and  have  never  before 
tc  experienced  fuch  a  want  of  faith 
tc  from  any  one  j  nor  ever,  to  the 
**  prefent  time,  deviated  from 
“  their  engagements,  nor  been 
“  wanting  in  the  duties  of  friend- 
“  (hip  and  alliance.  The  blame 
refts  with  you.” 

Colonel  Goddard,  who  was  a- 
bout  this  time  advanced  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier-general,  was 
highly  carelfed  at  Bombay,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  a  deliberative  feat  in 
their  councils,  and  feems  to  have 
entered  very  lpeedily  into  the  fpi- 
rit  of  that  presidency,  to  which 
his  military  fituation  and  habits  no 
doubt  contributed.  Before  he  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  duties  of  his  new 
office  as  plenipotentiary,  he  com¬ 
municated  to  Calcutta  an  account 
of  the  diftracted  ftate  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  affairs,  the  di  ientions  by 
which  the  court  of  Poonah  was 
torn  to  pieces,  and  pointed  out  the 
great  advantages  that  might  be 
derived  from  that  fituation.  He 
did  not  extend  his  views  fo  far  for 
the  prefent  as  to  a  total  revolution 
in  the  Poonah  government,  but 
fliewed  the  weak  ftate  of  the  Ma- 
ratta  frontier  on  the  quarter  where 
he  commanded,  and  pointed  at 
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the  eafe  with  which  valuable  con- 
quefts  might  be  made,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  Guzerat  fide,  dur¬ 
ing  this  feafon  of  weaknefs  and 
inteftine  diforder. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  notified  to 
the  court  of  Poonah  the  powers 
and  inftruCtions  he  had  received 
for  accommodating  matters  ;  but 
before  an  anfwer  could  be  return¬ 
ed,  the  old  torch  of  difcord  fud- 
denly  and  unexpectedly  blazed  up 
again  between  the  parties  ;  Rago- 
naut  Row  having  made  his  efcape 
from  the  cuftody  of  Madajee  Sin- 
dia,  and  hying,  in  the  beginning 
of  June,  for  refuge  and  protec¬ 
tion  to  General  Goddard’s  camp 
near  Surat.  It  appears  that  Bom¬ 
bay,  fmarting  under  a  fenfe  of  the 
cenfure  arifing  from  the  late  mil- 
fortune,  did  not  choofe  to  hazard 
the  charge  of  embroiling  matters 
farther  by  receiving  Ragonaut,  at 
a  time  when  a  fcheme  of  accom¬ 
modation  had  been  adopted  and 
was  propofed  to  the  Marattas. 
Thus,  however  unwilling  to  lote 
him,  they  were,  in  the  prefent 
delicate  circumftances,  glad  to 
fhift  the  refponfibiiity  to  Goddard  j 
while  Ragonaut  himfelf  could  not 
conceal,  how  much  he  would  have 
preferred  a  renewal  of  the  connec¬ 
tion  with  them,  to  a  dependence 
on  the  lupreme  council. 

It  was  only  a  little  before  Ra- 
gonaut’s  efcape,  that  the  Pailhwa 
and  Madajee  Sindia  had  written 
to  the  prefidency  of  Bombay,  in¬ 
forming  them  of  their  immediate 
preparation  and  intention  of  march¬ 
ing  againft  Hyder  Ally,  hoping 
fufficiently  to  avenge  ail  the  in¬ 
juries  they  had  received  from  him  $ 
aid  at  the  fame  time  expreiUng 
the  moll  earned:  defire  of  amicably 
fettling  all  differences  with  the 
Briliili  government. 

The 
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The  protection  afforded  to  Ra- 
gonaut  by  General  Goddard  was 
approved  of  at  Calcutta,  and  the 
former  was  allured  of  its  conti¬ 
nuance  ;  but  his  political  fituation 
with  refpedt  to  the  company  was 
totally  altered.  All  ideas  of  a- 
dopting  his  projedts  of  revolution, 
and  of  fupport  in  his  ambitious 
defigns  Were  at  an  end  ;  and  he 
was  now  confidered  only  as  an  in- 
Rrument,  that  might  be  rendered 
in  fome' degree  ufeful,  whether  in 
renewing  the  war,  or  in  fettling 
the  terms  of  peace.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  determined,  that  whenever 
the  latter  event  took  place,  a  lint- 
able  provifion  fhouid  be  made  for 
him  by  the  Marattas,  and  to  be 
paid  to  him  at  whatever  place  he 
fhouid  choofe  to  refide.  So  wide¬ 
ly  were  things  now  changed  from 
what  he  had  experienced  at  Bom¬ 
bay,  that  the  allowance  of  50,000 
rupees  a  month,  (fomething  about 
6000 1.  fterling)  allotted  for  his 
fupport  by  General  Goddard,  was 
highly  difapproved  ot  by  the  lu- 
preme  council  ;  and  that  com¬ 
mander  was  ordered  to  reduce  it 
within  very  narrow  limits.  Rago- 
naut’s  character  was  marked  by  the 
infractions  given  with  relpeCt  to 
his  being  protected,  which  was  li¬ 
mited  to  his  not  forfeiting  the 
right  .to  it  by  any  act  of  infide¬ 
lity,  and  his  not  making  any 
attempt  to  defeat  the  efiedts  of 
the  negociation  with  the  Marat¬ 
tas. 

The  unexpected  arrival  of  Ra- 
gobah  in  the  JBritifh  camp,  and  the 
protection  necelfarily  afforded  to 
him  as  a  fugitive,  was  early  an- 
nounced  at  the  court  of  Roonah, 
That  government,  however,  a- 

O  7  7 

greed  to  lend  agents  to  the  camp, 
in  order  to  open  the  negotiations 
with  General  Goddard.  'This 
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however,  was  flowly  done  j  and 
fome  fymptoms  began  to  appear 
which  feemed  to  indicate,  that  the 
defire  of  accommodation  on  that 
fide  was  by  no  means  growing 
ftronger.  The  agents  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  in  the  camp  until  the  middle 
of  Auguit  ;  and  fo  much  time  v/as 
loll,  through  trie  lending  of  mef- 
lengers  to  Roonah  upon  every  dif¬ 
ficulty  that  arofe,  together  with 
the  very  flow  return  of  anfwers 
from  thence,  that  the  negociation 
was  fpun  out,  without  any  point 
being  conclufively  fettled. 

In  the  mean  time,  ail  the  hopes 
of  an  alliance  with  Moodajee 
Boot! a,  were  now  as  totally  frufi- 
trated  as  they  had  been  in  the 
firft  inftance.  General  profef- 
fions  of  frie'ndlhip  and  goodwill, 
were  all  that  could  be  obtained 
from  that  prince  ;  excepting,  in¬ 
deed,  advice,  of  which  he  was  by 
no  means  fparing.  This  con  Han t- 
ly  tended  to  a  fpeedy  accommoda¬ 
tion  with  the  court  of  Roonah  ;  the 
wifdom,  and  even  neceffity  of 
which  he  took  no  fmall  pains  to 
explain.  He  was  uncommonly 
earnefc  upon  this  fubjedt  ;  offer¬ 
ing  to  be  himfelf  both  the  media- 

o 

tor  and  guarantee  ;  and  engaging, 
effectually  to  fettle  the  differences, 
and  to  cure  all  the  jealoufies  on 
both  fides.  'The  refufal  of  his 
mediation  was  not  likely  to  in- 
create  his  attachment. 

In  the  mean  time  the  founda¬ 
tions  v/ere  laying  down  of  that 
dangerous  ieague,  which  was  to 
combine  all  the  princes  of  any 
confideration  and  power  in  India, 
in  a  general  confederation  for  the 
downtal  of  the  company,  and  the 
final  extermination  of  the  Jxnglilb. 
It  required  a  long  feries  of  mea- 
lures  and  events,  tending  to  irri¬ 
tation,  jealoufy  and  alarm,  and  to 

infill  e 
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irifufe  an  idea,  not  of  partial,  but  fpeft  to  the  ambitioys  defigns  of 


of  general  danger,  to  unite  fuch 
d'fcordant  interefts,  and  hoftile 
dilpofitions,  in  any  fcheme  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  benefit,  and  mutual  ac¬ 
tion.  Of  thefe  too  many  inftances 
were  unhappily  afforded.  Some 
we  have  feen  ;  others  did  not 
come  within  the  line  of  our  ar¬ 
rangement.  Hiring  out  the  com¬ 
pany’s  troops  for  the  extermina¬ 
tion  of  the  Rohilla  nation  ;  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  caufed  the  elevation  of 
Sujah  Dowla,  to  great  additions 
of  wealth,  power,  and  dominion  ; 
together  with  the  {tripping  of  the 
Mogul,  of  the  ftipend  which  had 
been  allotted  to  him  by  them- 
lelves  as  a  tribute  for  the  king¬ 
dom  cf  Bengal,  although  the 
iandtion  of  his  name  and  autho¬ 
rity,  which  they  obtained  by  it, 
was  of  infinitely  greater  value  to 
them  in  the  government  of  the 
country  ;  thefe,  with  other  charges 
of  a  fimilar  nature,  were  held  out, 
in  the  public  confutations  of  the 
native  chiefs,  to  {hew  the  dangers 
to  be  apprehended  from  a  people, 
whom  they  reprelented  as  being  fo 
perfidious  and  rapacious,  that  they 
trampled  upon  all  laws  human  and 
divine,  which  flood  in  the  way  of 
their  ambition  or  intereft. 

The  repeated  and  continued 
breach  of  faith  with  the  Marattas, 
could  not  but  renew  every  fenfe  of 
paft  or  more  diftant  grievance, 

, and  increafe  the  general  odium 
and  alarm,  even  with  thofe  who 
had  no  intereft  in,  or  who  were 
even  perhaps  adverfe  to  that 
people.  It  was  natural  fo  others 
to  conclude,  that  they  might 
themfelves  experience  a  fimilar 
.treatment.  '1  he  extraordinary 
march  of  the  army  acrols  India, 
•excited  a  general  alarm  with  re- 
Vo  L.  XXV. 


the  company,  as  the  utter  expul- 
fion  of  the  French  d>d,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  dangerous  extent  of 
its  .power.  It  would  have  re- 

X 

quired  no  fmall  degree  of  pru¬ 
dence,  moderation,  and  caution, 
to  have  obviated  the  effeds  of 
that  event,  independent  of  all 
other  caufes  of  jealoufy  and  a- 
larm. 

It  feems  fcarcelv  credible,  that 
both  the  fidelity  and  the  fecrecy 
of  the  court  of  Berar  fhould  have 
been  fo  fingularly  eminent,  as 
that  the  Nizam,  Soubah  of  the 
Decan,  fhould  have  received  no 
manner  of  intelligence,  either  at, 
or  after  the  time,  that  he  was 
himfeif  one  of  the  facrifices  pro- 
poled  in  the  treaty  with  Moodajee 
Boofla.  Yet,  fmgular  as  it  is, 
neither  in  enumerating  the  carries 
which  induced  him  to  become  the 
founder  of  the  league  againft  the  , 
Englifb,  nor  upon  any  other  occa- 
fion,  did  the  Nizam  ever  throw 
out  a  hint  of  this  nature.  His 
oftenfible  caufes  were,  befides  his 
{hare  in  the  general  apprehenfion, 
the  dole  friendfhip,  connexion, 
and  alliance  between  him  and  the 
Poonah  government  ;  the  mortal 
animofity  he  bore  to  Ragonaut 
Row,  whom  he  defcribed  as‘‘<2« 
tt  invincible  villain,  and  utterly 
“  incapable  of  faith  the  fenfe  of 
injury  and  injuftice,  in  which  he 
fo  ftrongly  regarded  the  conduct 
of  the  Bombay  government,  as  to 
attribute  the  lofs  of  their  army  to 
the  immediate  interpofition,  of 
Providence,  in  condemning  the 
unjuft  to  fa!}  into  their  own  linares  ; 
together  with  the  immediate  per- 
lonal  injuries,  which  he  charged 
to  the  government  of  Madras.  It 
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early  apprized  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral,  “  that  the  Nabob  Nizam, 
<(  and  others  alfo,  who  were  all 
Ci  alarmed  at  the  encroachments 
*e  of  the  Englifh  in  the  Decan, 
were  waiting  a  favourable  op- 
fC  portunity  to  repel  them.” 

The  Marattas  found  themfelves 
pretty  early  in  the  year  reduced  to 
the  following  alternative,  either 
to  accommodate  matters  in  the 
bell  manner  they  could  with  the 
Englifh,  and  to  take  a  full  ven¬ 
geance  of  Hyder  Ally  for  all  their 
Ioffes,  or,  if  that  was  found  im¬ 
practicable,  to  make  peace  with 
Hyder,  and  to  join  their  forces 
with  his  againft  the  former.  Hy¬ 
der  himfeif  opened  this  ground 
early  to  them,  by  an  offer  of  pay¬ 
ing  a  large  fum  of  money  to  them 
as  an  indemnification,  a  confider- 
able  tribute  for  the  conquered 
countries,  and  his  whole  force  to 
aflift  them  againft  the  common 
enemy.  They  were,  however,  io 
ltrongly  inclined  to  the  fir  ft  part 
of  the  alternative,  that  no  anlwer 
was  returned  to  Hyder’s  propofl- 
tions  ;  while  the  efcape  of  Rago- 
bah,  with  various  other  circum- 
ftances,  continually  threw  new 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  ac¬ 
commodation  with  the  Englifh. 

'The  Nizam,  at  length,  decided 
the  conduCt  of  all  the  parties. 
Peace  was  fiiddenly  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Marattas  and  Hvder, 
and  the  grand  league  of  confeder¬ 
ation  againft  the  Englifh  formed. 
The  principal  parties  were,  the 
Nizam,  Marattas,  Hyder  Ally, 
and  Moodajee  Boofla ;  while  Nud- 
iilf  Cawn,  and  other  chiefs  on1 
the  we  Item  fid*  of  India,  were  in¬ 
vited  to  accede  to  the  confederacy, 
and  to  make  the  confufion  and 
danger  general,  by  directing  their 
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attacks  againft  Oude,  Allahabad, 
and  other  provinces  in  that  quar¬ 
ter.  The  grand  outline  of  war¬ 
fare  was  laid  in  the  following 
manner  ;  Hyder  and  the  Nizam 
were  to  attack  the  Carnatic  and 
the  Northern  Circars  ;  the  Ma¬ 
rattas  were  to  direCt  their  force 
on  the  fide  of  Surat  and  the  Gu- 
zerat  :  and  Moodajee  Boofla,  was 
to  invade  Bengal  with  the  greateft 
army  he  could  raife. 

It  is  not  certain  how  far  the 
latter  was  a  willing,  or  even  a 
free  agent  in  this  confederacy.  He 
has  fince  pleaded  compulflon.  He 
laid,  that  his  army  being  di (band¬ 
ed,  he  was  threatened  with  imme¬ 
diate  invafion,  both  by  the  Nizam 
and  the  Marattas  ;  fo  that  he  had 
no  other  means  of  laving  his 
country  from  ruin  than  by  an  ap¬ 
parent  compliance.  It  would  al- 
moft  feem,  indeed,  that  it  was  fo 
underftood  by  the  Company.  Cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  that  the  part  he  took 
in  the  war  fhewed  no  marks  either 
of  zeal  or  vigour.  He  was,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  unaccountably 
flow  in  the  outlet  of  his  army  ;  and 
the  time  was  fo  oddly  chofen, 
that  it  did  not  arrive  ne^r  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  Bengal  until  the  rainy  fea- 
fon  was  juft  fetting  in,  which, 
however  difpofed  for  aCtion,  mult 
have  rendered  it  for  leveral  months 
of  neceflity  inactive.  And  fo  far 
was  any  hoftility  afterwards  from 
taking  place  between  the  parties, 
that  the,  luppofed  invader  would 
have  been  in  danger  of  ftarving, 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  kind 
f apply  of  provisions  with  which 
he  was  furnifhed  from  Bengal, 
and  by  which  the  kindnefs  Ihewn 
to  Gc  :nerul  Goddard’s  army  on  the 
Nerbudda  was  returned. 

After  much  correlpondence  be-> 
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tween  Surat  and  Poonah,  and 
fome  peremptory  meflages  from 
the  former,  charging  pail  delay, 
and  infilling  upon  immediate  and 
decifivc  anfwers  to  the  Specified 
propofltions  made  by  General 
Goddard,  the  negociations  were 
at  length  abruptly  broken  off  in 
the  month  of  November,  by  a  de¬ 
claration  from  the  Maratta  agent, 
in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  that  he 
would  not  accede  to  any  prepo- 
lals  made,  or  conclude  a  peace 
with  the  Englifh,  unlefs  the  deli¬ 
very  of  Ragonaut  Row,  and  the 
reiteration  of  Salfette  to  the  Ma¬ 
ratta  government,  were  laid  down 
as  preliminaries. 

The  preparations  for  war,  al¬ 
ready  in  forwardnefs,  were  now 
every  where  quickened  on  the  fide 
of  the  Company.  Bombay,  which 
had  llipulated  with  Goddard  for 
the  fhare  it  was  to  poffels  of  the 
new  conquells,  lupplied  him  with 
its  whole  force,  excepting  what 
was  merely  neceifary  for  the  gar- 
rifon  defence  of  their  own  ifiand  ; 
but  that  prefidency  totally  de¬ 
clined  being  in  any  degree  refpon- 
fible,  either  for  the  intended  mea- 
fures  or  their  confequences  *,  and 
at  the  fame  time  declared  their 
utter  inability  to  contribute  in  the 
fmallell  degree  to  the  ex  pences  of 
the  war.  The  government  of 
Madras,  who  confidered  this  war 
as  fraught  with  every  degree  of 
danger  and  ruin  to  all  the  fettle- 
ments,  were  notwithllanding  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fend  a  very  valuable  and  et- 

J 

fcCtive  part  of  th^t  force  which 
they  were  loon  to  experience  the 
want  of,  to  the  aid  of  the  Surat 
ami'.  On  the  other  fide,  the  go- 
vernor-general  and  lupreme  coun¬ 
cil,  concluded  an  alliance,  orfen- 
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five  and  defenfive,  between  the 
Company,  and  the  Ranna  of  Go- 
hud,  or  Ghod,  a  petty  prince, 
whofe  mountainous  territories  lie 
on  the  Maratta  fide  of  the  Jumna, 
trtid  the  greater  part  of  which  were 
then  poifelfed  by  fome  of.  their 
troops. 

The  want  of  money,  operating 
along  with  their  ufual  internal  di- 
vi lions,  rendered  the  preparations 
on  the  fide  of  the  Marattas  ex-* 
ceedingly  flow,  and  their  military 
operations  languid  and  ineffective  ; 
whilft  the  great  pecuniary  re- 
fources  which  were  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  compan\’s  lervants, 
could  not  fail  to  give  great  energy 
and  effeCl  to  their  enterprise. 

The  Maratta  family  cf  Guia- 
cawar,  held  fome  conflderable  pof- 
felfions  under  the  Paifnwa,  on  the 
weftern  borders  of  the  Guzerat, 
and  pointing  from  thence  towards 
the  Indus,  the  boundary  of  Hin- 
dofran  on  that  fide.  In  the  fir  It 
Bombay  war,  difputes  then  pre¬ 
vailing  in  that  family  with  rel’peCt 
to  the  fucceffion,  the  pretentions 
of  Futty  Sing  Guiacawar  were  fa¬ 
voured  by  the  JEngiifh,  in  oppofl- 
tion  to  thole  of  the  other  clai¬ 
mants.  Such  fort  cf  fervices  are 
leldom  fuppofed  to  proceed  from 
diflnterefled  motives.  The  tranf- 
aCtions  are  by  no  means  clear ;  but 
ceilions  of  lands  to  a  conflderable 
value  in  the  Guzerat,  were  by  fome 
means  obtained  from  Futty  Sing  } 
and  the  claim,  to  fome  of  them  at 
leaft,  was  afterwards  fuppefted  in 
the  Poorunder  treaty,  and  became 
the  principal  article  in  reference 
to  future  enquiry  which  was  then 
left  undecided.  Futty  Sing  after¬ 
wards  declared,  that  his  fignature 
was  not  only  extorted  by  force, 
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but  that  he  had  himfelf  no  right 
to  the  lands  of  which  he  was  lap* 
pofed  to  have  made  a  ceffion. 

Some  farther  ufe  was  now,  how¬ 
ever,  intended  to  be  made  of  this 
chief,  with  refpeft  to  the  propofed 
conqueft,  or  divifion  of  the  Guze- 
rat  ;  but  whether  this  related  to 
the  military  abidance  he  might 
give,  to  the  appearance  of  right 
that  mitrht  be  derived  from  his 

o 

claims,  or  to  both,  does  not  per- 
fcftly  appear.  However  that  might 
be,  Futty  Sing  was  fo  little  dif- 
pofed  to  accept  of  the  advantage¬ 
ous  condition  held  out  to  him  by 
the  propofed  treaty  of  alliance, 
that  the  firib  military  movement 
made  by  General  Goddard  was 
1  he  palling  of  the  Tappee,  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  year,  1780,  in 
order  that  his  approach  might  fli- 
mulate  that  prince  to  a  fpeedy  de¬ 
termination. 

The  redu&ion  of  the  fortrefs 
and  territory  of  Dubhoy,  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  Pailhwa,  was  the 
oftenfible  motive  cf  this  move¬ 
ment,  which  other  wife  mud  have 
been  confidered  as  direftly  hoftile 
to  Futty  Sing  himfelf ;  as  it  was 
the  highway  to  his  capital  ol  Bro- 
dera,  where  he  immediately  re¬ 
dded.  Dubhoy,  with  its  di drift, 
were  reduced  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty  ;  but  neither  the  luccels  nor 
vicinity  of  the  army,  nor  the  ac¬ 
knowledged  talents  of  General 
Goddard  in  negociation,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  induce  Futty  Sing  to  ac¬ 
cede  with  a  good  grace  to  the  pro¬ 
pofed  alliance.  His  difficulties 
were,  however,  at  length  lur- 
motinted  ;  and  by  the  end  of  the 
month  the  treaty  was  figned,  for 
the  allotted  divifion  of  the  Guze- 
rat  between  the  parties,  and  the 
perpetual  exclufion  of  the  Poonah 
government. 


The  army  being  reinforced  by 
Futty  Sing’s  cavalry.  General 
Goddard  marched  to 
befiege  the  city  of  Ah¬ 
medabad,  the  capital 
of  the  Guzenat.  This  place,  of 
fo  much  importance,  was  taken 
by  ftorm,  in  only  five  days  after 
the  appearance  of  the  army  before 
it.  The  reduftion  of  the  capital 
was  immediately  followed  by  that 
of  the  reft  of  the  province  ;  and 
Futty  Sing  being  placed  in  the 
government  at  Ahmedabad,  by 
the  general,  then  proceeded  to 
pals  grants  to  his  creators,  of 
thofe  di ftrids  which  they  yet  chofe 
to  keep  in  their  own  hands.  He 
like  wife  granted  the  privilege  to 
the  company  of  eftabliftiing  a  fac¬ 
tory  at  Ahmedabad  ;  a  favour, 
from  whatever  caufe,  which  there 
was  no  great  difpofition  at  prel'ent 
to  receive  at  his  hands. 

The  policy  intended  to  be  ob- 
ferved  with  refpeft  to  this  prince, 
feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  nature, 
with  that  which  had  cf  late  been 
in  the  ufual  courfe  of  praftice 
with  others.  The  general,  who 
was  by  no  means  unfuccefsful,  in 
grafting  upon  the  charafter  of  the 
foldier  that  of  the  politician,  re¬ 
commended  delay  in  the  final  fet- 
tlement  of  the  province,  until  all 
the  great  objefts  of  the  war  lhould 
be  fecured,  left  any  difputed 
claims  fhould  excite  jealoufy  or 
apprehenfion  in  Futty  Sing  ;  for 
whole  fervices  at  prel'ent  they  had 
much  occaiion.  The  prefidency 
of  Bombay  were  more  explicit. 
They  complained  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council  of  the  jdiftri- 
bution  of  the  province,  the  com¬ 
pany’s  portion,  in  their  opinion, 
being  by  no  means  adequate  to 
her  rights  or  pretenfions  ;  they 
V’  there- 
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therefore  advifcd,  from  their  own 
knowledge  of  Futty  Sing’s  cha- 
ratter,  that  the  board  would  not 
give  a  hafty  or  definitive  ratifica¬ 
tion  to  the  treatv,  without  at  lead 
a  guarded  referve,  for  a  new  and 
equitable  fettlement  to  be  here¬ 
after  provided. 

Before  the  immediate  fettlement 
of  the  province  had  well  taken 
place,  Sindia  and  Holkar  arrived 
with  an  army,  and  leemed  to  be 
directing  their  courfe  towards  Su- 
rat.  General  Goddard,  by  feve- 
rai  forced  marches,  prevented 
their  delign  ;  and  having  reached 
their  encampment  on  the  8th  of 
March,  intended  to  attack  them 
in  the  night.  He  was  mod:  unex- 
pettedly  diverted  from  this  defign, 
by  a  letter  which  he  received  from 
Mr.  Farmer,  one  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  was  left  a  hoftage  at 
Worgaum,  and  was  now  in  the 
enemy’s  camp,  informing  him  of 
the  friendly  profeffions  made  by 
both  thofe  chiefs,  and  of  their 
wifli  to  be  on  amicable  terms  with 
the  Enzliti’. 

o 

Thele  favourable  difpofitions 
feemed  confirmed  on  the  following 
day,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Far¬ 
mer  and  Captain  Stewart,  the 
two  hoftages,  in  the  camp,  who 
had  been  freely  enlarged  by  Ma- 
dajee  Sindia,  and  difeharged  from 
all  obligations  on  account  of  the 
treaty  of  Worgaum.  They  were 
accompanied  by  a  vackeel,  or  con¬ 
fidential  melfenger,  from  that  com¬ 
mander,  who  allured  General*God- 
dard,  tiiat  Sindia’s  enmity  to  Nana 
Furnele,  the  Maratta  regent,  was 
equal  to  that  of  the  Englilh,  and 
defiring  an  explanation  ol  their 
defigns  with  relpett  to  the  Paiihwa 
and  himfelf,  considered  didinctly 
from  that  minilter  ;  and  at  the 
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fame  time  within?  to  receive  pro- 
polk  Is  from  the  general  for  an  ac¬ 
commodation,  on  fuch  terms  as 
might  He  conducive  to  the  v;ews 
and  inrerefrs  of  both  parties. 
Goddard  declined  fending  thele 
propofals  ;  but  defired  to  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  fentiments  of 
biridia,  who  was  the  bed  judge, 
in  what  manner  a  new  fettlement 
of  the  government  of  Poonah 
might  be  effected  with  mod  eafe 

o 

and  advantage. 

After  lome  inexplicit  letters  of 
friendly  profusion,  Sindia  at  length 
commilTioned  his  vackeel  to  open 
and  explain  his  propositions, 
which,  it  is  laid,  were  evidently 
calculated  to  get  Ragobah  and  his 
Ion  into  his  own  poifellion,  and 
thereby  to  aggrandize  himfelf  in 
the  date  without  any  regard  to 
the  interefes  of  the  Englilh.  Thele 
were  immediately  rejected,  and 
the  vackeel  difmilfed  with  an  af- 
furance,  that  the  Englilh  would 
put  no  redraint  upon  Ragobah, 
nor  rilque  the  fafety  of  his  fon, 
and,  before  they  put  the  power  of 
the  date  into  his  mailer’s  hands, 
they  would  expeft  fome  conditions 
in  their  own  favour,  though  they 
were  entirely  difpofed  to  a  fair  ac¬ 
commodation. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  conduct  of 
Sindia  in  this  traniaetion,  1'cems, 
in  the  prefent  date  of  information, 
very  inexplicable.  The  giving 
up  of  the  hodages,  if  it  had  been 
followed  by  no  ir.terefted  propo- 
fals*  mud  have  been  confidered  a^ 
an  att  of  generofity.  But  it  is 
fcarcely  credible,  that  Sindia  could 
have  ex  petted  Ragobah  and  his 
fon  to  be  given  up  in  the  manner 
he  propofed,  and  without  his  hold¬ 
ing  out  any  conditions  adequate 
to  fuch  a  concellion,  accompanied 
[C]  3  with 
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with  fo  fhameful  a  breach  of  faith. 
If  that  had  indeed  been  his  object, 
it  is  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  would 
have  made  the  releafe  of  the  hof- 
tages  the  price  of  Ragobah’s  fur- 
render.  However  ineffective  that 
fcheme  was  likely  to  prove,  it 
would  not,  at  any  rate,  have  been 
fo  vi nonary  as  the  idea,  that  mere 
gratitude  for  an  unconditional  ob¬ 
ligation,  fbbuld  produce  an  aft  of 
fo  extraordinary  a  nature  in  re¬ 
turn. 

However  it  was,  General  God¬ 
dard  found,  or  fuppofed  reafon, 
for  queHioning  Sindia’s  fincerity 
in  every  refpect.  He  fufpeCted 
that  mere  delay  was  not  his  object 
in  holding  out  thefe  inconclufive 
terms  of  accommodation,  as  lie 
difeovered  that  he  was  at  the  time 
holding  a  lecret  coirefpondence 
with  Govind  Row,  a  refractory 
and  difaffecled  brother  of  Fatty 
Sing’s  ;  and  had  not  only  pro- 
mi  fed  him  alii  dance  in  the  fupport 
of  whatever  his  views  were  ;  but 
had  actually  received  him  in  his 
camp.  This,  with  fome  other 
inftances  of  duplicity,  rendered 
the  general  exceedingly  alert  in 
endeavouring  to  bring  Sindia  to 
action  ;  but  he  found  him  fo 
watchfully  upon  his  guard  that 
iurprize  was  impracticable  ;  and  lo 
cautious,  that  he  would  not  volun¬ 
tarily  hazard  a  battle. 

Even  this  negociation  with  Go- 
vind  Row,  (which  produced  no 
manner  of  effeCt,  and  feemed  ca¬ 
pable  of  little)  by  no  means  af¬ 
fords  a  fatisfaCtory  explanation, 
with  refpeCt  to  what  we  have  ob- 
ferved  of  Sindia’s  conduCt.  Ge¬ 
neral  Goddard,  after  various  ma¬ 
noeuvres  and  forced  marches  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  aCtion,  and 
(till  convinced  of  the  neeeffity  of 
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the  meafure,  in  order  to  curb  their 
rapid  incurfions  by  driving  them 
to  a  guarded  di fiance,  as  well  as 
Co  wear  away  the  memory  and  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  kite  mifadventure  at 
Worgaum,  at  length,  leaving  his 
tents  Handing,  and  all  incum¬ 
brances  behind,  he  advanced  with 
fuch  rapidity,  with  the  cavalry, 
grenadiers,  artillery,  and  other 
the  mod;  alert  parts  of  his  army, 
that  the  Maratta  caution  could  no 
longer  prevail,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  Hand  an  engage¬ 
ment, 

Goddard,  haying  a  . 

paffed  their  principal  * 

guards  with  great  7 
dexterity,  fell  in  without  he  fit  a- 
tion  upon  their  camp.  'The  ar¬ 
tillery  did  excellent  fervice,  and 
made  great  havock  among  their 
numerous  and  crouded  cavalry  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  he  conducted 
the  different  attacks  with  fuch 
boldnefs,  rapidity,  and  judgment, 
that  in  about  an  hour  they  were 
thrown  into  diforder,  and  foon 
after  obliged  to  retreat,  and,  with 
very  confiderable  lofs,  totally  to 
abandon  their  ground.  The  fu- 
periority  of  difeipline  and  a  well" 
ferved  artillery,  to  courage  and 
numbers,  has  feldona  been  better 
exemplified, 

A  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  late  dif- 
•  grace,  and  an  eager  defire  to  re¬ 
trieve  the  honour,  and  to  eftablilh 
the  iiiperiority  of  the  Britifh  arms, 
feemed  at  this  time  to  operate  very 
generally,  and  with  great  force, 
upon  the  Britifh  officers  ;  and 
even  the  fepoys,  though  fighting 
againff  their  countrymen,  feemed 
fully  fenfible  of  that  pride  of  (ji- 
flinfition,  which  the  French  difiin- 
guifh  by  the  term  'of  Pefprn  tie 
corps.  On  the  other  hand,  the 

Marattas 
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Mafat tas  could  not  but  be  greatly 
difpirited  by  this  defeat,  which 
fo  effectually  tended  to  deftroy  all 
confidence  in  a  fuperiority  of 
number. 

Captain  Campbell,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  foon  after  from  a  diftant  fo¬ 
raging  expedition,  with  two  bat¬ 
talions  of  fepoys,  four  field  pieces, 
and  a  large  convoy  of  provifions, 
was  either  waylaid  or  overtaken  by 
Sindia,  at  the  head,  it  is  faid,  of 
twenty  thoufand  men.  It  will 
not  at  all  aff'eCt  Campbell’s  repu¬ 
tation,  nor  leffen  our  opinion,  any 
more  than  the  real  gallantry  of 
his  troops,  to  fuppofe  that  they 
had  a  fair  choice  of  ground  well 
fuited  to  their  condition  and  cal¬ 
culated  for  defence.  However 
that  was,  he  formed  his  detach¬ 
ment  and  placed  his  artillery  to 
fuch  advantage,  that  he  repulfed 
Sindia  with  the  lofs  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  of  his  men,  and  brought 
his  convoy  off  unimpaired  and  in 
triumph.  It  was  obferved  in  this 
aCtion,  that  the  fire  of  the  flank 
companies  was  peculiarly  destruc¬ 
tive  to  the  enemy  ;  a  circumftance 
which,  in  a  great  mealure,  muff 
have  depended  upon  l’ome  peculi¬ 
arity  of  fituation. 

In  the  fame  prevalent  Spirit  of 
the  time.  Lieutenant  Wallh  being 
detached  with  a  regiment  of  ca¬ 
valry  and  a  battalion  of  fepoys, 
to  furprize  a  camp  of  fix  thoufand 
Marattas,  he  found  pn  his  inarch, 
that  if  he  waited  for  the  infantry, 
the  defign  muff  be  entirely  frui¬ 
trated,  as  it  would  be  open  day 
before  he  could  reach  the  enemy’s 
camp.  Thus  circumftanced,  he, 
with  that  decifive  turn  of  mind, 
which  is  the  true  fign  of  military 
genius,  at  once  determined  to  put 
itil  to  iifue. 


Fortune,  as  ufual,  be-  M  , 
friended  boldnefs  when  ‘  J  3  • 
rightly  directed.  The  Marattas 
were  routed,  and  driven  out  of 
their  camp,  before  they  could 
well  recolleCt  their  fituation  ;  and 
their  own  cannon  turned  upon 
the  fugitives,  before  they  had  an 
idea  of  their  being  hoftile.  No 
rout  could  be  more  compleat,  or 
victory,  lb  far  as  it  went,  more 
decifive.  The  Maratta  comman¬ 
der,  with  a  great  number  of  his 
men,  wrere  left  dead  upon  the 
ground.  The  camp,  with  every 
thing  it  contained,  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  victors. 

The  campaign  was  clofed  by  a 
fimilar  aCtion  under  the  conduCt 
of  Major  Forbes,  who  with  twro 
battalions  of  fepoys,  furprized 
and  routed  a  body  of  7000  Ma¬ 
rattas.  The  approach  cf  the  rainy 
feafon  obliged  the  hoffile  armies 
to  go  into  winter  quarters.  No¬ 
thing  could  redound  more  to  the 
honour  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
of  the  officers  in  general,  and  of 
the  troops,  nor  fer^e  to  imprefs  a 
ftronger  idea  of  the  decided  fu¬ 
periority  of  the  Britith  arms,  than 
the  events  of  this  fhort  cam 
paign. 

Some  brilliant  fervice  wras  like- 
wife  performed  on  the  fide  of 
Bengal.  Major  Popham  having, 
in  coniequence  of  the  late  treaty, 
gone  to  the  relief  of  the  Ranna  of 
Ghod,  with  a  very  difproportioned 
force  in  point  of  number,  not  only 
drove  the  Marattas  out  of  that 
country,  but  purfuing  them  into 
their  own,  made  fuch  an  acceffiori 
of  territory,  as,  if  it  could  have 
been  retained,  would  prove  of 
cottfiderable  value. 

They,  however,  ffill  retained 
the  impregnable  fortrefs  of  Gua- 
[C]  4  Her, 
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lier,  which  ftood  in  the  center  of 
the  Ranna’s  country,  in  their  own 
hands;  and  with  inch  a  bridle  in 
his  mouth,  could  not  tail  to  keep 
him  under  continual  apprehend  on 
if  not  abfolute  command.  The 
fur prizg  of  this  fort,  may  be 
ranked  with  the  fir  ft  actions  of 
the  fame  nature  whether  ancient 
or  modern.  The  fortifications  enr¬ 
ol  ofed  the  fu'mmic  of  a  very  high 
hill,  walled  round  by  rocks,  and 
guarded  on  all  tides  by  the  moft 
dreadful  precipices.  The  enclofed 
ground  was  fo  extenfive,  and  fo 
fertile,  as  to  be  fully  equal  to  the 
conftant  maintenance  of  any  gar*- 
rifon  which  could  be  neceiiary  tor 
its  defence.  We  cannot  avoid 
recalling  to  memory  on  this  occa- 
fion,  the  extraordinary  agility, 
boldnefs,  and  dexterity,  of  the 
young  mountaineers  and  fkspherd- 
ibldiers,  who  were  employed  by 
Alexander  the  Great,  in  climbing 
up  limilar  precipices,  and  the  fur- 
prize  of  fuch  a  hill.  Nothing  but 
the  too  confident  fecurity,  natu¬ 
rally  incident  to  fuch  a  fitiidtion, 
could  exj  ofe  it  to  danger,  in  a 
word,  the  fortrefs  of  Guaher  had 
in  all  ages  been  deemed  impreg¬ 
nable. 

Some  individuals  of  a  native 
tribe  of  freebooters,  called  Me- 
wattes,  had,  from  fome  motives 
which  do  not  appear,  difeovered  a 
way,  by  which  they  repeatedly 
climbed  up  the  precipices,  and 
entered  the  place  with  lkfety  in 
the  night.-  During  the  leifure 
from  ail  military  fervice  induced 
by  the  rainy  feafon,  the  hope  of 
reward  prompted  theie  men  to 
communicate  the  difeovery  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Popham.  'Phis  vigilant  and 
diftinguifhed  officer  immediately 
employed  fome  perfons  of  judg¬ 


ment,  on  whom  he  could  firmly 
rely,  to  attend  the  Mewattes  by 
night,  and  ftriftly  to  examine  the 
track  bv  which  they  entered  the 
place.  He  could  gather  no  more 
from  their  report,  than  that  it  was 
barely  poillble  to  fucceed.  He, 
however,  confidered  the  reduction 
of  the  fortrefs  to  be  of  inch  im¬ 
portance,  that  he  boldly  deter¬ 
mined  to  rifque  ail  the  perional 
cenfequences  of  a  failure.  The 
defign  Was  conducted  with  fuch 
admirable  fecrecv,  and  fuch  abi¬ 
lity  difplayed  in  the  execution, 
that  the  fuppofed  impregnable 
fort,  of  Gualier  was  A  , 

taken  with  the  lots  ot  ° 


a  very  few  tepoys. 

We  are  now  to  dlreCt  our  at¬ 
tention  to  the  ftorra  which  was 
gathering  to  the  feuthward,  and 
which  was  not  only  defined  to  the 
ruin  of  the  Carnatic,  but  feemed 
doomed  to  the  extinction  of  the 
Engiiih  name  in  that  vaft  penin- 
fula.  We  have  already  noticed 
the  cold  civility  of  intercourse 
which  Hyder  Ally  Caun  main¬ 
tained,  but  the  real  jeaiohfy  and 
dillike  which  he  nurtured,  with 
reipect  to  the  government  of  Ma¬ 
dras.  It  feemed  no  let’s  lingular 
than  unfortunate,  that  while  that 
presidency  loudly  condemned  the 
continued  caufes  of  offence  given 
to,  and  the  repeated  wars  forced 
upon  the  Marattas  by  Bombay  and 
Calcutta,  and  moft  pathetically 
complained  of  and  pointed  out, 
the  dangerous  confequences  to  the 
company’s  interefts  at  large,  and 
the  particular  ruin  to  themfelves, 
which  thole  meafures  mull  necef- 
1  aril y  produce,  they  were  at  the 
very  fame  time  in  the  exercife  of 
a  conduct,  no  let’s  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  jealouty  and  mi  t  under- 
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ftandirg,  if  not  aOual  boftilitv, 
with  their  old  ally,  and  re  ry 
powerful  neighbour,  the  Nizam, 
Soubah  of  the  Decan  ;  thus  in- 
creafing  the  very  evils,  and  adding 
to  that  danger,  of  which  they 
complained  fo  much  in  others, 
and  wt  re  i'o  extremely  apprehen- 
five  of  with  relpect  to  them- 
felves. 

That  prefidency  had,  in  the 
fir  ft  inftance,  fuffered  a  long  arrear 
to  rife  upon  the  very  moderate 
annual  pefhcufh,  or  tribute,  in 
the  payment  of  which  the  com¬ 
pany  was  bound  to  the  Nizam, 
for  the  five  large  and  valuable 
northern  ci rears  or  provinces  ;  a 
negleift  which  feems  the  lefs  ex- 
cufable  in  l'uch  cafes,  from  the 
final  I  proportion  which  that  kind 
of  chief-rent  bears,  to  the  real 
value  of  the  poffeffion.  Of  thefe 
provinces,  however,  the  company 
were  yet  only  in  the  immediate 
poffeffion  of  four ;  the  Guntoor 
circar,  (which  is  the  moil  fouth- 
ern,  and  confequently  the  neareft 
to  the  Carnatic)  being  fettled  for 
life,  as  a  jaghire,  upon  Bazalet 
Jung,  the  Nizam's  brother,  and 
forming  no  inconfiderahle  part  of 
the  appanage  allotted  for  the  fup- 
port  of  that  prince’s  dignity. 
Upon  his  death,  the  Guntoor 
was  immediately  to  revert  to  the 
company;  and  during  the  inter¬ 
mediate  time,  a  proportional  fpe- 
cified  deduction  was  to  be  made, 
on  that  account,  from  the  annual 
tribute,  which  would  afterwards 
rife  to  the  amount  fettled  for  the 
whole. 

Bazalet  lung  was  fpecially 
bound,  by  articles,  to  his  bro^ 
ther,  not  to  alienate  or  difpofe  of 
the  jaghire,  in  any  manner,  or 
to  any  perfon,  without  his  con- 
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fent  and  approbation  ;  and  the 
company  were  equally  reftrained, 
by  the  treaties  of  1766,  and  1768, 
with  the  Nizam,  by  which  the 
provinces  were  conveyed  and  con¬ 
firmed  to  them,  from  all  attempts 
by  negociation  or  bargain,  ex¬ 
cepting  dire£tly  through  himfelf, 
to  obtain  poffeffion  of  the  Gun¬ 
toor;  before  the  time  allotted.  As 
a  further  part  of  the  fervice 
which  the  company  owed  for  thefe 
provinces,  they  were  bound,  by 
the  treaties  we  have  mentioned, 
to  aifift  the  Nizam  with  their 
forces,  and  to  protect  his  domi¬ 
nions,  in  all  cafes  of  war  or  in- 
vafion  ;  and  were  even  conftituted 
a  check  upon  the  re  fra  ctori  nefs 
of  Bazalet  jung  himfelf,  being 
authorized  to  diffpoffefs  him  of 
the  jaghire,  if  he  ftiould  enter 
into  meafures  dangerous  to  his 
brother,  or  fubverfive  of  the  peace 
and  fecurity  of  his  country.  By 
another  article,  Bazalet  Jung’s 
entering  into  alliance  with,  or 
giving  any  alllftance  to,  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  company,  would  render 
him  liable  to  a  forfeiture  ofhis  jag- 
hire. 

The  fituation  of  the  Guntoor 
circar  rendered  it  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  company.  It  lay 
on  the  fame  fide  of  the  Kriftna 
with  their  own  poffeffions,  and 
thofe  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot ; 
being  bounded  by  the  latter  to 
the  louthward,  as  it  was  by  that 
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great  river  on  the  north.  Thus 
it  afforded  a  direct  intercourfe 
with  the  four  other  provinces, 
which,  ftretching  in  i’ucceiuon  to 
a  great  extent  along  the  coaft  to 
the  northward,  are  only  feparated 
on  the  fouth  from  the  Guntoor 
by  the  Kriftna.  But  what  ren¬ 
dered  ic  of  ff ill  greater  importance 
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than  all  other  matters  whatever, 
was.  its  peiTe fling  the  fea-port  of 
Moorapilly,  which  afforded  the 
eniv  intereourfe  that  either  the 

j 

Nizam  or  his  brother  could  have 
with  the  fea  ;  thereby  keeping  a 
door  conftantiy’  open  for  French 
commerce,  intrigue,  and  nego¬ 
tiation  in  the  Decan  ;  as  well  as 
for  the  introduction  of  arms,  ammu¬ 
nition,  artillery,  and  even  troops, 
when  the  occalion  lhould  require, 
f>y  that  nation. 

Under  thefe  circurriftari'ce?,.  it  was 
irat ural  that  the  prefidency  of  Ma¬ 
dras  fhould  earnestly  v/dh  to  antici¬ 
pate  the  polfeiHon  of  the  Guntoor 
drear;  and  it  was  reafonable  that 
they  lhould  ptirfue  fuch  moderate 
apd  temperate  meafures,  as  feemed 
likely  to  facilitate  that  purpoie. 
Overtures  were  accordingly  made, 
fo  early  as  the  year  1769,  and  al¬ 
ter  wards  more  than  once  renew¬ 
ed,  upon  the  f object  ;  undoubted¬ 
ly  holding  out  feme  terms  of  equi¬ 
valent,  exchange,  or  of  yearly  rent 
for  the  Guntoor.  But  the  advan¬ 
tages  it  afforded  being  equally  un¬ 
der  Hood  on  both  fides,  nothing 
cone  lull  ve  was  done  ;  nor  Bid  the 
Nizam  leem  much  to  relilh  the 
iurbjedt ;  who  perhaps  felt,  that 
the  granting  of  too  much,  was 
the  fure  means  of  producing  un- 
gtateful  and  di (agreeable  claims 
or  applications  for  more.  How¬ 
ever  that  was,  it  was  never  once 
thrown  out  upon  thefe  occasions, 
nor  did  the  idea  feem  to  be  enter¬ 
tained,  whether  in  conlultation  or 
negociatton,  that  any  propolitions 
relative  to  a  new  fettlement  or  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  Guntoor,  were 
to  be  made  to  any  other  perfon, 
than  to  the  real  fovereign,  the 
Nizam,  , 
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In  procefs  of  time,  various  jea- 
louftes  fprung  up,  and  differences, 
arofe,  between  the  company  and 
Bazalet  Jung;  as  there  likewile 
did,  but  in  a  hill  greater  degree, 
between  that  prince  and  the  Ni¬ 
zam  his  brother.  With  refpedfc  to 
the  company,  Bazalet  was  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times  charged,  with  being  in 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree  connected 
with,  and  under  the  influence  of 
France.  But  what  was  particu¬ 
larly  complained  of,  was  his  re¬ 
ceiving  a  body  of  troops  under  the 
command  of  a  Mr.  Lally,  into  his 
fervice  ;  which,  though  compofed 
of  vagrants  and  deferters  of  all  the 
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European  nations,  intermixed  with 
the  degenerate  relicks  of  die  anti- 
ent  Portugueze,  yet  being  nomi¬ 
nally  French,  and  conducted  by 
officers  of  that  nation,  the  meaftire 
was  of  a  nature,  which  could  not 
fail  to  give  feme  alarm,  and  much 
offence  to  the  prefidency  of  Ma¬ 
dras,  Strong  remonftrances  were 
accordingly  made  to  Bazalet,  and 
the  i  unification  or  defence  which 

V  , 

he  let  up,  not  affording  entire  la- 
tisfaffcion,  hints  were  thrown  out, 
that  fuch  propofals  would  be  made 
to  his  brother  for  the  Guntoor,  as 
could  not  fail  of  producing  their 
effeCt. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  conquehs 
made  by  Byder  Ally  on  his  nor¬ 
thern  frontier,  and  the  rapid  pro- 
grefs  which  he  thereby  made  in 
extending  his  dominion  towards 
BaZalet  Jung’s  borders,  as  well 
in  his  patrimonial  territories  as 
his  jaghire,  filled  that  prince  with 
apprehenlion  and  difmay.  While 
Hyder  was  at  a  di fiance,  he  pre¬ 
tended  that  he  hired  the  French 
troops  as  a  protection  again  ft  his 
deligns,  but  on  his  approach,  it 

was 
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was  evident  that  he  placed  no  re¬ 
liance  in  the  feeurity  they  could 
afford.  If  was  faid,  and  is  by  no 
means  improbable,  that  he  was  iike- 
wife  thoroughly  weary  of,  and  high¬ 
ly  difgufted  with  his  new  auxilia- 
ries.  But,  howeverthat  was,  about 
the  clofe  of  the  year  1778,  he 
thought  it  neceflary  to  throw  him- 
lelfinto  the  arms  of  the  Englifh  for 
protection. 

Whatever  the  operating  motives 
were,  he  propofed,  negociited,  and 
concluded,  direCtly  from  himfelf, 
and  without  the  knowledge  or  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  Ni- 
April  1779.  zam,  a  treaty  of  friend- 
fhip,  alliance,  and,  on 
their  fide,  of  defence  and  protec¬ 
tion,  with  the  prefidency  of  Fort 
St.  George.  By  this  treaty  he  dif- 
miiTed  the  French  troops,  and  fur- 
rendered  the  Guntoor  into  the  hands 
of  the  company  ;  they  being  bound 
on  their  part  to  its  immediate  and 
future  defence,  and  to  the  payment 
of  a  preferibed  fpecific  annual  re¬ 
venue  out  of  it  for  life  to  Bazalet 
Jung.  It  feems  alfo,  as  if  his  other 
territorial  pofTefilons  of  Adoni,  with 
l'ome  neighbouring  diftridts,  were 
taken  under  protection. 

It  had  been  propofed  in  the 
council  at  Madras,  upon  the  firil 
opening  of  the  buhnefi,  that, 
confonant  to  the  fubfifring  trea¬ 
ties  between  both  parties,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  tranlk&ion  as  it  then 
Food,  of  the  offers  made  by  Ba- 
zalet,  the  immediate  motives  which 
led  to  them,  and  thofe  which  (till 
operated  on  both  fides,  fhould  in- 
flan  tly  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Nizam, 
and  that  the  treaty  fhould  of  courfe 
be  conducted  and  concluded  with 
him,  iayingihe  propol’als  made  by 
his  brother  down  as  the  ground- 
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work.  This  wife  and  temperate 
advice  was,  however,  over-ruled  by 
the  majority. 

Such  was  this  tranfaction,  by 
which  a  treaty,  including  new  ar¬ 
rangements  of  connection,  revenue, 
and  territory,  was  concluded  with 
Bazalet  Jung,  himfelf  a  fubjeCt, 
without  the  participation  or  coufent 
of  his  brother  and  fovereign.  The 
Nizam  did  not  afterwards  by  any 
means  forget  to  remind  the  prefi¬ 
dency,  that  they  had  violated  the 
treaty  by  their  acquifition  of  the 
circar  *,  and  that  Bazalet  was  re- 
leafed  from  that  obedience,  which 
thev  had  exprefiy  bound  themfelves 
to  inforce  with  their  arms'. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  no¬ 
tice,  that  the  account  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  and  procefs  of  this  bufi- 
nefs,  which  was  tranfmitted  from 
Madras  to  the  governor  general 
and  fupreme  council,  was  fo  loofe 
and  general  in  its  terms,  that  no 
other  information  could  be  ga¬ 
thered  from  it,  than  merely  that 
a  treaty  for  granting  the  Gun- 
toor,  upon  certain  conditions,  to 
the  company,  was  in  a  fair  train 
of  being  brought  to  a  conci'ufion  j 
but  without  the  fmalleft  fpecifica- 
tion  with  whom  it  was  conducted, 
or  by  whom  the  grant  was  to  be 
made.  And  it  farther  appears,  that 
the  treaty  was  concluded  about  ten 
months  before  any  account  of  the 
tranfaCtion  was  tranfmitted  to  Ben- 
gal. 

It  had  been  obferved,  that  mo  ft 
of  the  tranfaCtions  relating  to  land 
or  revenues  at  Madras,  had  of  late 
a  reference  to  the  interefls  of  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot.  In  the  prefent 
in  fiance,  one  of  the  firfl  acts  that 
delerved  notice  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  new  government,  was 
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the  farming  out  of  the  Guntoor 
circar,  upon  a  leafe  of  ten  years, 
to  that  prince.  Nothing  can  ap¬ 
pear  more  injudicious,  whether 
confidered  with  refpebt  to  the  do- 
jneftic  oeconoiny  of  government, 
or  to  general  policy.  The  Nabob 
was  already  the  renter  of  all  the 
company’s  lands  .in  the  Carnatic  ; 
and  belides  being  deeply  in  arrear, 
was  fo  dilatory  and  uncertain  in 
all  his  payments,  that  they  fearce- 
ly  ever  came  in  time  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  to  which  they  were  af- 
iigned  ;  fo  that  many,  if  not  moll 
of  the  difficulties  and  diftreffes 
which  that  government  had  for 
fo  me  time  experienced,  were 
charged  to  this  default  %  and  it 
was  become  a  popular  obferva- 
tion,  that  in  proportion  as  he  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life,  fo  the  talk  of  ex¬ 
tracting  money  in  any  manner 
from  him  became  every  day  more 
arduous. 

The  Nizam  had  ever  been  jea¬ 
lous  of  the  Nabob’s  defigns  upon 
the  Decan  ;  and  this  jealouly  was 
undoubtedly  not  leffened  by  his 
connections.  And  he  faw  him 
now,  under  a  very  alarming  afi- 
pedl  of  public  affairs,  and  the  im- 
preffions  of  lev  era  1  late  tranfadti- 
ons  not  lei's  fo,  at  once  puffed  for¬ 
ward  into  a  ftuation  fo  near  anti 
fo  critical,  that  no  moderation 
could  prevent  difputes  if  they 
were  fought  fer,  nor  vigilance 
guard  again!  danger  if  it  was  in¬ 
tended. 

But  the  double  offence  thus 
given  to  the  Nizam,  was  by  no 
means  fo  dangerous  in  its  confe- 
quences,  as  that  with  which  the 
iueal'ure  of  the  farm  was  clogged 
with  refpeet  to  Hyder  Ally.  In 
either  cafe,  it  was  well  to  be 
doubted,  whether  any  advantages 


which  could  even  be  hoped  for  to 
the  company  from  the  meafure, 
were  at  all  fufficient  to  compenfate 
for  the  effeCls  of  the  jealoufy  which 
it  neceffarily  created.  No  body  was 
ignorant  of  the  inveterate  animofity 
ever  fubfiiting  between  Hyder  and 
the  Nabob.  He  muff  confider 
the  placing  of  his  mortal  enemy 
in  the  Guntoor,  not  only  as  in¬ 
tended  to  relirain  his  defigns  on 
the  northern  border,  but  with  a 
view  to  differ  banco  in  his  new  ac- 
quifitions,  and  even  the  prelude 
to  a  concerted  attack  upon  him 
in  that  unfettled  quarter.  It  muff 
indeed  be  allowed,  that  the  nabob 
was  little  calculated  to  difcufs 
doubtful  claims,  or  to  contefi:  dil— 
pute-d  boundaries  with  Hyder  Al¬ 
ly  ;  but  he  was  confidered  as  the 
willing  and  forward  inftrument, 
if  not  the  immediate  infti gator  of  a 
much  greater  and  more  dangerous 
power. 

Another  meafure  which  arofe 
from  this,  and  immediately  re¬ 
lated  to  Hyder,  was  fcarcely  better 
calculated  to  promote  good  temper. 
Bazalet  Jung,  who  Items  to  have 
been  originally  very  apprehenfive 
of  tlie  confequen.ces  of  the  meafure 
he  adopted,  icon  became  exceed¬ 
ingly  terrified  through  the  mena¬ 
ces  he  received,  and  the  dangers 
which  he  ferefaw  ;  and  not  think¬ 
ing  the  troops  within  reach  of  the 
Guntoor  at  all  equal  to  his  protec¬ 
tion,  urged  the  prefidency  to  lend 
a  ftrong  reinforcement  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

Col.  Harper  being  accordingly 
defined  with  a  conliderable  de¬ 
tachment  to  his  fervice,  was,  it 
muff  be  faid,  without  any  appa¬ 
rent  neceitity,  and  without  leave 
being  obtained  or  applied  for,  or¬ 
dered  to  take  his  route  through  a 
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part  of  Hyder's  dominions.  His 
courle  lay  through  the  Cuddepah 
province,  a  country  newly  con¬ 
quered  bv  Hyder,  and  which  rauft 
necellarily  he  ftill  in  an  unfettled 
flare;  a  circuniftance  and  fitua- 
tion  of  things,  which  could  not 
fail  to  render  the  appearance  of 
foreign  troops  fufpicious,  even  be¬ 
tween  nations  that  were  upon  the 
moft  amicable  terms.  Upon  Har¬ 
per’s  entering  the  Cuddepah  coun¬ 
try,  he  immediately  gave  notice 
to  Hyder’s  officers  of  his  object 
and  defti nation  ;  who  were  as  rea¬ 
dy  in  their  anlwer,  that  he  had 
no  right  to  march  without  leave 
through  their  territories ;  that  he 
fhould  accordingly  be  oppofed, 
and  the  palfes  barricaded  againft 
him.  He  notwithftanding  pur- 
iued  his  courf'e  forborne  days,  until 
arriving  at  the  narrow  pal's  of  At- 
cour,  lying  between  the  hills,  he 
found  the  trees  cut  down  acrols 
the  way,  other  means  of  defence 
and  obitruction  adopted,  and  a 
confiderable  body  of  men  advan- 
tageouily  polled  to  difpute  his 
paifage.  He  had  no  orders  for 
diredt  hoftility,  if  the  meafure  had 
otherwife  been  fafe  or  prudent ; 
but  he  had  no  great  time  to  hefr- 
tate  upon  the  matter,  for  he  foon 
difcovered  that  rceafures  were  tak¬ 
ing  on  all  fdes  for  furrounding 
and  enclofing  his  detachment.  In 
this  unexpected  fituation,  lie  found 
it  necelfary  to  give  up  the  defign 
for  the  prefent,  and  to  fall  back 
to  Innaconda,  where 
3  he  arrived,  after  fpend- 
ing  fix  days  in  Hy¬ 
der’s  country. 

It  may  now  be  neceffiary  to  fee 
what  meafures  were  taken  by  the 
prefidency,  to  reconcile  the  Nizam 
to  the  treaty  concluded  with  Ba- 
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zalet  Jung.  Early  in  the  nego¬ 
tiation,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold, 
the  prefidenr,  ftated  to  the  feleft 
committee  leveral  reafons,  which 
fhewed  it  would  be  neceifary  to 
lend  a  refident  to  the  Nizam’s 
court ;  among  thefe  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  making  an  apology 
for  the  arrears  due  on  the  pefficuffi, 
with  a  promife  of  payment  as  loon 
as  it  could  conveniently  be  done  ; 
and  the  fettiement  of  the  Guntoor 
circar.  _  ’The  prelident  further 
obferved,  that  if  no  other  conle- 
quence  were  to  arile  from  it,  than 
the  obtaining  from  luch  authority 
as  could  be  depended  on,  that  in¬ 
telligence  which  now  was  received 
only  by  chance,  and  thereby  be¬ 
ing  at  a  certainty  with  refpeft  to 
the  Nizam’s  views  and  intentions, 
and  to  any  intrigues  the  French 
were  carrying  ,on  with  him,  they 
were  objefts  of  Inch  importance 
as  fully  fhewed  the  propriety  of 
the  meafure.  The  propofal  being 
agreed  to,  Mr.  Hollond  was  ap¬ 
pointed  refident  at  the  court  of 
Hyderabad. 

Jn  the  letter  to  the  governor 
general  and  fupreme  council,  con¬ 
veying  on  account  of  this  ap¬ 
pointment,  which  was  written  in 
the  beginning  of  February,  a- 
rnong  fome  obfervations  on  the 
probable  confequences  of  the  dif- 
grace  brought  upon  the  company’s 
arms,  by  the  late  difaller  which 
had  befallen  the  Bombay  army, 
they  particularly  v  take  notice  of 
the  etfe£t  which  it  was  likely  to 
produce  on  the  conduH  of  the 
Nizam,  whole  avowed  attachment 
to  the  court  cf  Poonab,  averficn 
to  Ragonaut  Row,  along  with  the 
ftrong  remonltrances  which  he  had 
prefen  red  againft  the  meafures  pur- 
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fued  in  his  favour,  as  they  left 
no  room  to  doubt  of  his  dilpofi- 
tion  in  that  refpeCl,  afforded  too 
touch  reafon  for  being  apprehen- 
f  ve  that  he  would  now  take  a  part 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  company. 
They  farther  fate,  that  as  their 
northern  ci rears  are  entirely  open 
to  invafen  from  the  Nizam’s  do¬ 
minions,  and  his  friendfhip  ex- 
trem  ly  doubtful,  it  was  highly 
expedient,  that  they  fbould  have 
the  belt  intelligence  cf  his  defigns, 
and  the  earl  left  notice  of  any 
movements  he  might  make  indi¬ 
cating  danger  to  thofe  provinces. 
That  for  that  purpofe,  and  the 
fettlement  of  every  thing  relative 
to  the  Guntoor  province,  and  the 
difmiliion  of  the  French  troops, 
they  had  appointed  Mr.  Holland 
their  refident  at  Hyderabad  >  with 
infirudtiens  to  correfpend  with  the 
iupreme  council,  and  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  them  all  intelligence 
from  that  quarter. 

Holland’s  infrufitions  went  to 
feveral  matters  which  were  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  letter,  nor  held  out 
in  the  firf  propofals  to  the  coun¬ 
cil.  The  treaty  witlr  Bazalet  Jung 
was  now  nearly  concluded  ;  and 
the  ground  which  he  was  to  take 
on  that  tender  fubjecl  was  much 
laboured,  tie  was  to  declare  the 
de  ermi nation  cf  the  presidency  to 
adhere  inviolably  to  the  treaty  of 
1766,  and  to  cultivate  the  frjend- 
fifip  thereby  eftablilhed.  He  was 
to  endeavour  to  drew,  that  die 
me afu res  new  in  aft  with  reipedt 
to  the  Guntoor,  though  appa¬ 
rently  alfedling  the  terms  cf  that 
treat v,  were  in  realitv  no  infringe- 
ment  oi  it ;  that  the}  had  hitherto 
made  all  their  applications  to  the 
Nizam,  as  conhderinff  him  re- 

7  u 

fponfibie  for  the  conduct  of  his 


brother  j  he  was  to  expatiate 
largely  on  the  danger  to  be  ap¬ 
prehended  from  the  French  troops, 
m  Bazalet’s  fervice,  and  to  fate 
that  circum fiance  as  the  caule  of 
their  opening  a  negociation  di™ 
redfly  with  him ;  and  lie  was  to 
hint,  that  they  confide  red  that 
meafure  as  an  infringement  of  the 
treaty,  and  that  it  was  on  that  ac¬ 
count  they  had  retained  the  Ni¬ 
zam’s  peikcufl:,  or  tribute  ;  but 
this  latter  part  of  the  bufinefs  he 
was  to  manage  cautioullv,  and  to 
give  fuch  explanations,  as  fbould 
prevent  the  Nizam  from  enter¬ 
taining  any  doubts  relative  to  the 
future  regular  payment  of  the 
pefbeuflu 

Mr.  Holland  was  received  with 
great  honour  by  the  Nizam,  who 
affured  him  of  his  determination 
to  live  upon  terms  of  the  mof 
perfect  friendfhip  with  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  to  adhere  inviolably  to 
the  treaties  between  them ;  that 
he  had  ever  religioufiy  obferved 
that  conduct,  had  re  fifed  all  the 
felicitations  made  to  induce  him 
to  1  uf port  the  French  interefi,  had 
cau led  his  brother  to  difmifs  Lully 
and  his  troops,  and  had  taken 
them  into  his  own  fervice,  merely 
to  prevent  their  going  either  into 
that  bf  Hvder  or  of  the  Marattas. 
He  confirmed  and  repeated  thele 
diipofitions  in  alerter  written  di¬ 
rectly  to  the  prefidency  ;  e x pfe i; I ng 
at  the  lame  time  his’  fan  Taction 
at  Hollcnd’s  appointment  to  his 
court. 

The  grand  affair  of  the  Gun¬ 
toor  was  yet-  held  back.  But 
when  at  a  lu'ofequent  audience  it 
was  opened  by  Hollond,  who  like¬ 
wise  informed  the  Nizam,  that  the 
presidency  had  ordered  a  body  cf 
troops  to  the  Guntoor,  for  the 
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protection  of  Bazalet  Jung  and 
that  country  againft  the  defigns  of 
Hy<der  Ally,  and  urging  him  to 
join  his  own  forces  with  theirs  for 
the  accomplifhment  cf  that  pur- 
pofe,  his  countenance  was  at  once 
exceedingly  changed,  being  equal¬ 
ly  exprellive  of  ailonilhment,  and 
of  the  greateft  dilhrefs  of  mind. 
After  fome  time,  being  preifed  for 
an  anfwer,  the  Nizam  laid,  that 
the  affair  was  of  a  nature  which 
might  be  attended  with  very  le- 
rious  conl’equences,  and  which  re¬ 
quired  the  mod  mature  delibera¬ 
tion.  He,  however,  dated  feveral 
caules  which  prevented  his  lup- 
plying  either  troops  or  provifions. 
In  another  conference  that  prince 
oblerved,  that  it  was  very  extra¬ 
ordinary,  when  the  company  lent 
a  perfon  to  drengthen  the  friend- 
fhip  fubliding  between  them,  they 
fhould  in  that  lame  inftant  engage 
in  meafures  which  were  lo  little 
likely  to  produce  that  effect. — 
That  he  had  read  over  the  treaty 
of  1768,  and  that  entering  into 
engagements  with  his  brother  was 
a  direct  violation  of  it. — That  the 
prefidency  had  no  right  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  his  family  concerns,  and 
that  he  ought  to  have  been  con- 
fulted:  Upon  Mr.  Hollond’s  en¬ 
deavouring  to  excufe  the  meal'ure, 
from  the  urgency  of  the  cafe, 
which  did  not  admit  of  time  for  a 
communication  with  the  Nizam, 
as  Hyder  Ally  intended  an  imme¬ 
diate  attack  upon  his  brother’s 
country  ;  that  prince  totally  de¬ 
nied  that  Hyder  had  any  fuch  in¬ 
tention  j  and  conftantly  reverting 
to  the  treaty,  laid,  that  nothing 
could  be  uriied  in  vindication  of 
the  Heps  which  had  been  taken  ; 
and  that  if  the  treaty  was  to  be 
oblerved,  or  confidered  as  at  ail 
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binding,  the  troops  fhould  be 
Hopped  from  marching  into  the 
Guntoor  ;  but  if  the  treaty  was 
not  to  be  regarded,  he  fhould 
himfelf  oppofe  them.  He  inform¬ 
ed  Hollond  at  the  lame  time,  that 
Hyder  intended  fpeedily  to  fall  cm 
the  Carnatic,  in  his  former  man¬ 
ner  of  overrunning  the  country, 
plundering  and  burning  every 
thing  before  him,  and  caurioully 
avoiding  pitched  battles. 

From  this  time  Nizam,  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  much  diffatished  with 
refpedt  to  the  conduct  and  views  of 
the  company,  and  particularly  and 
greatly  offended  with  the  preiiden- 
cv  of  Madras.  But  another  matter 

J 

was  loon  to  come  forward,  of  a 
nature  fo  much  more  vexatious 
and  Drovoking:,  that  the  former 

t 

could  leem  in  companion  only 
trivial. 

For  the  better  comprehenlion  of 
this  bufinefs  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  take  notice,  that  at  the  time 
the  poor  prince,  Sha  Allum,  the 
representative  of  the  Mogul  fa¬ 
mily,  and  generally  called  the 
King,  had  put  himfelf  into  the 
hands  of  the  company,  hoping  to 
derive  lome  fignal  beneht,  from 
making  them  grants  of  countries 
into  which  he  would  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter,  and  of  revenues 
which  he  could  not  touch,  he 
paffed  a  phirmaund  or  grant,  by 
which  he  alligned  to  them,  in  the 
year  1765,  thole  five  northern 
circars,  which  were  then  in  the 
poifellion  of  the  Nizam,  and  which 
the  prelidency  of  Madras  after¬ 
wards  obtained  from  him  by  treat) . 
The  value  of  fuch  a  grant  as  that 
of  Sha  All  urn’s,  it  is  ealily  leen, 
muff  depend  entirely  upon  tile 
ability  of  the  party  to  enforce  it; 
and,  even  in  that  calc,  is  worth  no 

more 
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more  than  (what  is  never  wanted) 
a  pretence  for  war  and  conqueft. 

Upon  receiving  the  Nizam’s 
letter  at  Madras,  with  one  from 
Mr.  Holiond,  containing  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  very  favourable  and 
flattering  reception  which  he  met 
with,  the  prefident  obferved  to  the 
committee,  that  he  had  always 
confidered  the  pelhcufh  as  dif- 
gracefu!  to  the  company,  and  as 
an  acknowledgment  which  the  Ni¬ 
zam  had  no  right  to  demand. 
That  the  giving  up  pf  the  Gun- 
toor  to  his  brother  for  life,  was  a 
fufhcient  colidefcenfion  from  the 
company.  That  the  grant  from 
the  Mogul,  was  free  and  uncon¬ 
ditional  for  the  five  circars ;  and 
the  receiving  them  afterwards  from 
the  Nizam,  on  paying  him  an  an¬ 
nual  tribute,  was  a  facrifice  of  the 
company’s  rights.  He  obferved, 
that  the  time  feemed  favourable 
for  throwing  off  too  heavy  a  bur¬ 
then  ;  that  the  immenfe  expences 
which  the  company  were  put  to, 
both  to  the  northward  and  in  the 
Carnatic,  rendered  it  neceffary 
that  they  lhould  endeavour  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  as  much  as  poffible. — 
He  was  perfuaded  that  the  Nizam 
was  not  fufficiently  powerful  to  en¬ 
force  the  demand.  At  all  events, 
they  might  with  lafety  make  the 
attempt,  and  try  to  obtain  a  re- 
million  of  fo  unneceffary,  and  fo 
improper  a  tribute,  to  which  the 
Nizam  had  no  legal  title,  and 
which  could  only  have  been,  ori¬ 
ginally  agreed  to,  -through  the 
want  of  paying  a  proper  attention 
to  the  Mogul’s  phirmaund  ;  but 
if,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  bufinefs, 
the  attempt  lhould  appear  impo¬ 
litic,  or  attended  with  too  much 
difficulty,  the  matter  might  then 
he  dropped,  and  the  payment  of 


the  tribute  made  good.  He  ac¬ 
cordingly  propofed  that  a  letter 
lhould  be  written  to  Mr.  Holiond, 
particularly  inflrudting  him  to  ufe 
his  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  fo  defirable  an  obiedt. 
He  acknowledged,  at  the  lame 
time,  that  the  fubjedt  was  very 
delicate,  and  lhould  not  be  ab¬ 
ruptly  gone  into  ;  and  that  the 
opening  of  it  to  the  Nizam,  would 
require  much  management  and  ad- 
drefs  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Holiond, 
who  mull,  by  turns,  footh,  and 
work  on  his  apprehenfions,  as  the 
occafion  might  require. 

The  prefident’s  arguments  feem¬ 
ed  to  be  conclufive  with  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  his  propofal  met  with 
their  full  approbation.  Holiond 
was  inftrudted,  not  to  mention  any 
compromife,  nor  to  llipulate  for 
the  payment  of  any  part  of  the 
pelhcufh,  until  every  endeavour  to 
induce  the  Nizam  to  relinquish 
the  whole  had  failed  of  effedt  j 
and  he  was  Iikewife  from  his  own 
oblervation  to  learn,  whether  there 
were  any  points  in  which  he  willied 
that  the  company  lhould  accede  to, 
as  a  return  for  his  giving  up  his 
claim  to  the  pefhculh.  In  the 
clofe,  however,  of  the  letter,  they 
obferved  to  Holiond,  that  although 
their  wifhes  extended  to  an  entire 
remiffion  of  the  pelhcuffi,  and 
which  was  accordingly  to  be  the 
bafis  of  his  lirfb  propofal,  and  to 
be  fupported  by  his  bell  endea¬ 
vours,  yet  they  confeffed,  that 
without  fomething  of  importance 
to  tempt  him,  they  could  hardly 
expect  that  he  would  at  once  be 
brought  to  fo  great  a  concellion  ; 
but  they  hoped,  that  making  the 
demand  at  that  time  in  its  full 
extent,  they  lhould  the  more  eafily 
obtain  a  confiderable  abatement  in 
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the  amount  of  the  Pefcufh.  If 
therefore,  all  his  endeavours  for 
an  entire  remiffion  of  the  tribute 
lhould  fail,  he  was  then  to  try  to 
bring  the  Nizam  to  an  abatement, 
from  five  lacks,  which  was  the 
prefent  ftandard,  to  two  lacks  of 
rupees  a  year  ;  being  the  rate  at 
which  the  company  held  the  Cir* 
cars  by  treaty,  for  the  fir  ft  fix 
years. 

This  unexpected  demand  on  the 
Nizam  was  made  in  the  latter  end 
of  ]une;  and  coming  in  the  place 
of  payment  of  the  arrear,  or  apo- 
logy  for  the  delay,  and  while  the 
frefh  fore  of  the  Guntoor  was 
green  and  rankling  in  his  mind, 
could  not  fail  greatly  to  affeCl  and 
alarm  him.  He  was  accordingly 
exceedingly  agitated — faid,  that 
he  now  found  the  prefidency  were 
determined  to  break  the  treaty, 
and  there  was  no  further  occafion 
for  Mr.  Hollond’s  flaying  there  j 
that  if  they  were  bent  on  war,  he 
was  like  wife  ready  ;  and  that  if 
they  faw  any  advantage  in  break¬ 
ing  with  him,  he  fhould  be  very 
well  pleafed,  as  he  was  convinced, 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  the  adv  n- 
tages  of  the  conteft  would  be  on 
his  fide. — He  dated,  that  the  fur- 
render  of  the  Ci rears  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  had  proceeded  from  the 
fraud  and  ignorance  of  his  ma¬ 
nagers  ;  and  that  he  had  fub- 
mitted  to  that  heavy  lofs  from  a 
fenfe  of  his  engagements,  and 
confidering  himfelf  bound  by  the 
treaties,  had  dill  adhered  to  their. 
He  concluded,  by  threatening  im¬ 
mediately  to  join  Hyder  Ally, 
and  defired  that  his  declaration 
might  be  immediately  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  prefidency,  and  a 
fpeedy  anfwer  returned  ;  for  if 
there  was  any  delay,  his  troops 
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might  poffibly  advance  upon  Col. 
Harper,  on  his  way  to  the  Guntoor. 

In  the  anfwer  returned  to  Hol- 
lond  upon  this  lubjeCt,  the  com* 
mitt.e  obferved,  that,  although 
the  Nizam’s  refentment  was  raif- 
ed,  they  (till  flattered  themfelves 
with  greater  fuccefs  than  they 
could  have  procured  by  a  different 
line  of conduCt : — He  was  inftruCted 
to  reprefent  to  him  that  no  threat 
was  meant,  but  that  it  was  in¬ 
tended  the  remiflion  fhould  pro¬ 
ceed  from  his  favour  and  genero- 
fity — that  the  claim,  however, 
was  built  on  fuch  a  foundation  of 
equity,  that  it  could  not  be  re- 
linquifhed,  and  hoped  he  would 
be  convinced  of  it.  Hollond  was 
farther  inftruCted,  that  as  a  re- 
million  of  the  whole  could  not  be 
hoped  for,  he  fhould  aim  at  the 
propofed  abatement  ;  and  he  was 
alfo  to  throw  out,  that  though 
they  fhould  pay  what  was  owing 
to  the  Nizam,  when  circumftances 
permitted,  they  fhould  be  fully 
prepared  to  revenge  the  leaft  in¬ 
ful  t  that  was  offered  to  them, 

It  fhould  fcarcely  be  over¬ 
looked,  that  in  this  feafon  of 
extraordinay  tranfaCtion  and  un¬ 
looked  for  demand,  amidft  fo 
many  other  fubjeCts  of  i  rrita*^- 
tion,  the  difmiilion  of  the  forces 
under  Lilly,  and  the  fending 
them  to  the  fea  coafts,  in  order 
that  the  European  part  fhould  be 
ihipped  off  for  their  own  quarter 
of  the  world,  and  the  native  dif- 
perfed,  was  among  the  points 
warmly  infifted  upon  with  the 
Nizam. 

That  prince  at  ,  a 

length  concluded  a  u^‘  ^ 1 
conference  with  Mr.  Hollond  by 
informing  him,  that  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoflilities  muft  b@ 
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the  neceffary  confequence  of  with¬ 
holding  the  pefhcuih  ;  and  that  he 
might  have  his  audience  of  leave 
in  tw.o  days  ;  which  was  fucceeded 
by  a  formal  notice  to  Hollond  to 
prepare  for  his  departure.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Nizam  talked 
publicly  of  taking  the  field  as  foon 
as  the  rainy  feafon  was  over. 

It  was  no  fmall  degree  of  good 
fortune,  that  the  governor-gene¬ 
ral  and  fupreme  council  totally 
difapproved  of  and  condemned, 
thofe  off enfive  meafures  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  Nizam,  which  were 
purfued  on  the  fide  of  Madras. 
For  it  is  probably  to  their  inter¬ 
ference  on  this  occafion,  that  we 
are  principally,  if  not  entirely, 
to  attribute  the  fubfequent  inac¬ 
tivity  of  this  prince,  in  the  fup- 
port  of  that  grand  league  of  con¬ 
federacy  againff  the  Englifb,  of 
which  he  bo  aired  himfelf  to  be  the 
founder. 

It  was,  however,  late,  before 
they  received  an  account  of  thefe 
tranfa&ions,  and  confequently 
more  fo  before  their  interference 
could  take  effedt.  Advices  being 
at  length  received  from  Mr.  Hol¬ 
lond  at  Calcutta,  it  was  immedi¬ 
ately  and  unaninioufly  determined 
iii  the  fupreme  council,  that  they 
fhould  take  an  adtive  part  in  the 
bufinefs,  in  order  to  prevent  or 
remedy  thofe  mifchiefs  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  were  likely  to  proceed, 

V7  n  from  the  uniuffifiable 
Nov.  lit.  r  /  ,  ■  , 

meal  u  res  puriued  with 

the  Nizam.  They  accordingly 

difpatched  a  letter  to  that  prince, 

calculated  to  quiet  or  remove  his 

apprehenlions,  but,  at  the  lame 

time,  imputing  as  little  blame  as 

polhble  to  the  prefidency  of  fort 

St.  George,  in  order  to  avoid 

leffening  or  difgracing  that  go¬ 


vernment  in  his  eyes.  In  this 
they  llated,  that  the  government 
of  Madras  could  net  have  had  an 
idea  of  the  offenlive  intentions 
which  his  highnefs  imputed  to 
them  ;  for  if  they  had,  they  muff 
have  imparted  it  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bengal,  as  fuch  a  defign 
could  not  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,  nor  could  the  company’s 
name  be  ever  pledged,  without 
the  fandtion  of  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil.  They  like  wife  acquainted 
him,  that  they  had  diredted  Mr. 
Hollond  to  lufpend  his  negocia- 
tion,  until  he  fhould  have  re¬ 
ceived  further  inftruCtions  from  his 
immediate  conffituents,  to  whom 
they  had  themfelves  written  on  the 
fubjedt.  They  enclofed  a  copy  of 
the  letter  to  the  Nizam  in  that 
which  they  diredted  to  Madras  ; 
and  without  any  fevere  cenfure  or 
heavy  condemnation  of  what  had 
been  done,  only  enjoined  a  ftridt 
compliance  with  the  injundtions 
now  laid  down  for  refforing  amity. 

The  Nizam  expreffed  great  fa¬ 
ll’s  faction,  to  Mr.  Hollond,  on 
reading  his  letter,  which  he  only 
received  a  few  days  before  Chrift- 
mas  ;  and  alter  "dwelling  on  the 
reputation  which  the  Engliih  had 
obtained  through  former  good 
faith,  afked  how  the  late  conduct 
of  his  employers  could  be  recon¬ 
ciled  with  that  charadter  ?  After 
charging  them  with  a  violation  of 
treaty,  particularly  in  feizing  his 
brother’s  Circar,  he  declared  that 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  revenging 
thefe  inful ts  when  the  letter  ar¬ 
rived  ;  but  that  he  would  now  put 
a  ftop  to  his  meafures.  Fie  then 
added,  44  If  what  you  write  is 
44  from  your  heart,  and  the  go- 
vernment  ot  Madras  will  ad¬ 
here  ftridtly  to  treaty,  and  will 

*4  relin- 
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*'  relinqnifh  the  poffeffion  of  the 

Circar,  it  is  well  ;  if  not,  I 
ii  have  nothing  of  greater  conle- 
**  quence  than  defending  my 
“  country;  It  is  from  mis  new 
<c  line  of  conduCt  of  the  Englith 

company,  that  the  foundations 
“  of  enmity  have  been  laid  in 
i(  the  whole  country  oflndoltan.” 
He  concluded  by  defiring,  that 
their  friendfhip  might  continue 
fteadv. 

This  interference  of  the  fu- 
preme  council  was  exceedingly  ill 
taken  at  Madras.  They  teilified 
the  greateft  furprize,  that  their 
endeavours  to  get  rid  of  a  heavy 
and  di (graceful  burthen,  fhould 
be  reprelented  as  a  violation  of 
faith  ;  they  charged  themlelves 
only  with  erring  on  the  fide  ot 
forbearance  in  theiT  conduct  with 
the  Nizam,  and  attributed  his 
violent  behaviour  to  that  fort  of 
paffionate  folly,  which  lometimes 
arifes  from  a  lenfe  of  inability  and 
weaknefs  \  but  if  he  really  enter¬ 
tained  ideas  or  defigns  inimical  to 
the  company,  they  arofe  entirely 
from  the  Maratta  war,  and  not 
from  anv  tranfaftions  that  palled 
between  him  and  their  prefidencv  ; 
and  they  juftihed  their  flopping  of 
the  pelhcufh,  by  recriminating 
with  great  warmth  upon  Bengal, 
for  the  example  which  they  had 
fet,  in  llripping  the  Shah  Allumof 
his  tribute.  But  they  went  Hill 
farther,  and  ftiffly  difputed  the 
point  of  jurildiftion  with  the  fu- 
preme  council  ;  totally  denying 
their  right  of  interference,  and 
putting  luch  a  conllru&ion  upon  a 
claufe  cf  the  aft  of  parliament 
from  which  they  derived  their  au¬ 
thority,  as  tended  to  fhew,  that 
their  rellraining  powers  did  not  at 
all  extend  to  the  prelent  inllance. 


— The  prcfidency,  at  the  fame  time, 
recalled  and  lufpended  Mr.  Hol- 
lond  ;  for  whole  dilgrace  no  other 
caufe  appears,  than  his  commu¬ 
nicating  to  the  fupreme  council 
the  tranlaCtions  with  the  Nizam  ; 
which,  by  his  original  inllruc- 
tions,  it  appears  to  have  been  his 
duty  to  do.  He  was,  however, 
continued  by  the  fupreme  council 
at  the  couit  of  Hyderabad,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  their  refident  to  the  Nizam. 

This  difpu.te,  between  the  fu¬ 
preme  council  and  the  prefidency 
of  Madras,  ran  deep  into  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  ;  and  was  at  length 
only  ended,  and  falisfaflion  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  Nizam,  (in  the 
midft  of  the  confuiion  occafioned 
by  Hyder  Ally’s  invafion  of  the 
Carnatic)  by  the  former  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  lad  extremity  of  fuf- 
pending  Mr.  Whitehill,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Sir  Thomas  Rumbold  as 
prefident  of  that  council. 

We  have  feen  Col.  Harper’s  in¬ 
effectual  attempt  to  pals  through 
Hyder  Ally’s  newly  acquired  ter¬ 
ritories  in  his  way  to  the  Guntoor 
Circar,  which  equally  extended  to 
the  relief  or  protection  of  Bazalet 
Jung  in  his  capital  of  Adoni  ;  and 
of  Harper’s  conlequent  return  to 
Innaconda.  The  failure  cf  this 
expedition,  which  arofe  entirely 
from  an  ill-judged  and  unprofit¬ 
able  attempt,  not  at  all  connect¬ 
ed  with  it,  totally  difconcerted 
the  views  cf  the  prefidency  with 
refpeCt  to  that  prince.  Harper 
was  then  not  only  detained  for 
frefh  orders,  but  when  they  ar¬ 
rived,  he  had  neither  money  nor 
provifions  to  enable  him  to  pur- 
lue  his  march  by  that  way,  which 
Ihould  have  been  originally  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  which  then  would  have 
produced  the  intended  effect.  T  ae  , 
[£>]  2  Prefi- 
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prefidency  fretted  at  a  delay, 
which  fo  materially  interfered 
with  their  defigns,  and  which, 
though  it  proceeded  from,  they 
were  by  no  means  willing  to 
attribute  to  thenafelves,  charged 
Harper  with  dilatorinefs,  and  gave 
the  command  of  the  detachment 
to  Col.  Baillie. 

In  the  mean  time,  Bazalet  Jung, 
preffed  on  both  fides  by  his  bro¬ 
ther  and  Hyder  Ally,  to  renounce 
the  engagements  into  which  he 
had  entered  with  the  Engliih,  and 
particularly  terrified  by  the  threats 
of  the  latter,  was  incelfant  in  his 
applications  at  Madras,  for  that 
immediate  fuccour  and  protection, 
without  which  he  could  no  longer 
maintain  them.  Hyder  no  longer 
held  any  referve  with  refpedt  to 
his  enmity  to  the  Engliih,  or, 
perhaps  more  properly,  to  the 
government  of  Madras.  In  his 

O 

letters  to  Bazalet  jung,  he  affec¬ 
ted  to  hold  their  councils  in  the 
utmoft  contempt,  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  represented  their  views 
and  defigns,  as  the  moll  atrocious 
and  dangerous  that  could  pofiibly 
be  imagined.  He  faid,  that  he 
knew  them  well  ;  and  while  he 
reprefented  them  as  the  common 
enemy  of  the  country,  if  not  of 
mankind,  he  endeavoured  to  fbew 
from  his  own  experience  and  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  l&ft  war,  that  they 
were  not  near  fo  formidable,  even 
in  arms,  as  was  vainly  imagined 
by  thofe  who  hud  not  courage  to 
try  their  force.  He  concluded, 
with  what  was  equivalent  to  a 
threat,  that  he  could  not  admit 
of  his  putting  the  Circar  into  the 
hands  of  his  old  and  bitter  enemy. 

'Hie  Nizam  alked  him  if  he  did 
not  know  the  difpofition  of  the 
Europeans  ?  and  that  nothing, 
which  they,  by  any  means,  once 
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got  polfelfion  of,  could  ever  be 
got  out  of  their  hands  ?  He  quoted 
the  inftance  of  their  treatment  of 
Sujah  Dowla  aind  his  fon,  to  (hew 
the  danger  and  ruin  which  even 
attended  their  friendfhip  ;  and 
concluded  with  menaces,  that  ii 
he  perfifted  in  his  connection  with 
them,  his  troops  Ihould  join  Hy¬ 
der  Ally’s,  in  totally  difpoffefting 
him  of  all  his  territories;  and  that 
he  would  then  grant  the  Guntoor 
Circar  to  Hyder. 

But  letters  ancf  menaces  not  pro¬ 
ducing  the  expected  effedt,  Hy- 
der’s  troops,  taking  advantage  of 
the  delays,  which  Harper  and  his 
fucceftor’s  detachment  met  with, 
fuddenly  entered  Bazalet  Jung’s 
territories,  and  feizing  all  the 
open  country,  confined  that  ter¬ 
rified  prince  within  the  walls  of 
Adoni,  his  capital.  In  this  ft  ate, 
he  reprelented  at  Madras  the  im- 
pofiibility  now  of  fulfilling  his  en¬ 
gagements,  accompanied  with  a 
requeft,  that  they  would  withdraw 
their  troops  and  civil  officers  from 
the  Guntoor  Circar,  as  their  conti¬ 
nuance  there  would  prove  his  ine¬ 
vitable  ruin. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  following 
year.  And  fucli  were  the  mea- 
fures  purfued  on  both  fides  of  In¬ 
dia,  whether  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  tranquility,  or  for 
giving  occaiion  to  that  dangerous 
confederacy  of  the  native  powers, 
calculated  for  the  annihilation  of 
the  Engliih  power  and  interefts  in 
that  part  of  the  world.  The  pre¬ 
fidency  of  Madras,  the  fupreme 
council,  and  the  government  of 
Bombay,  have  all  acc uled  each 
other,  of  having  given  rile  to  the 
fatal  events  that  enfued. 

C  H  Ah 
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CHAP.  III. 

State  of  affairs  on  the  coaji  of  Coromandel.  Mahie  taken.  Nabob  of  Arco f. 
Strong  indications  of  Hyder  Ally' s  inaijpofition  to  the  government  oj  Ma¬ 
dras,  and  of  his  dejtgns  upon  the  Carnatic .  Negled  oj  preparation.  Dif- 
Jentions  in  council.  Hyder  invades  the  Carnatic  with  a  great  army. 
Country  ravaged  ;  Coni  ever  am  burnt.  Arcot  bcfieged.  Gen.  Sir  He  dor 
Monro  marches  with  the  army  from  the  Mount  f  in  order  to  form  a  junction 
vnth  Col.  Baillie,  and  to  relieve  Arcot.  Hyder  raijes  the  fege,  and 
places  his  army  in  a  pojition  to  prevent  the  junction.  Baillie  defeats 
Meer  and  Hippo  Saib,  but  Hyder' s  whole  army  being  in  his  way,  is 
unable  to  proceed  on  his  march.  Col.  Fletcher  Jent  with  a  chofen  detach¬ 
ment  to  retujorce  Baillie.  Defperate  action,  between  hlyder' s  army  and 
the  united  detachment .  Singular  gallantry  dif played  by  that  ftnall  body 
cj  men.  Accidental  blowing  up  oj  their  powder ,  changes  the  jortune  of 
the  day9  and  occafons  the  lo/s  oj  the  whole  corps.  Great  daughter  ;  Col. 
Eletcher  killed,  and  Baillie ,  with  a.  [mail  number  of  Europeans ,  taken  pri- 
'  Joners.  Gen.  Sir  H.  Monro  retreats  to  Chingle put,  and  from  thence  to 
Madras .  Deplorable  jlate  oj  the  country,  and  oj  the  company's  affairs . 
Guntoor  drear  rejiored  to  Bazalet  Jung  ;  and  a  conciliatory  letter  fent 
to  the  Nizam.  Hyder  renews  the  pegs  of  Arcot.  Hakes  the  city,  and 
afterwards  the  fort  or  citadel.  Vigorous  meafures  taken  by  the  Supreme 
Council,  jor  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrives  at  Ma-~ 
liras,  with  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans ,  from 
Bengal  :  takes  the  command  oj  the  army.  Mr.  White hill  Juf pended  from 
his  offee  oj  pre/ident  and  governor. 

IT  was  not  a  little  lingular  as  well  Englifh  in  general,  he  occafionally 
as  unfortunate,  that  while  mea-  profelfed  good  wilhes  and  regard  % 
fures  of  irritation  tending  ftrongly  but  took  no  pains  to  dilguife  his 
to  hoftiiity  with  the  neighbouring  jealoufy  of  the  former, 
powers,  were  purfued  by  the  go-  Befides  the  failure  on  the  fide  of 
vernment  of  Madras,  no  fuitabie  Madras,  in  not  acting  up  to  the 
military  preparations  were  made,  conditions  of  the  treaty  of  1769 , 
nor  means  provided,  whether  for  at  the  time  that  Hyder  was  di- 
di verting  the  confequences  which  ftrelfed  and  overborne  by  the  Ma- 
might  be  apprehended  from  thofe  rattas,  various  other  matters  which 
meafures,  or  for  fupporting  the  afforded  ground  for  complaint  and 
deligns  which  fome  of  them  appa-  difgulf  had  fince  occurred.  It  is 
rently  indicated.  Hyder  Ally’s  probable,  that  he  was  of  late  in- 
indifpofition  towards  that  govern-  duftrious  in  feeking  or  watching 
ment,  as  well  as  his  intimate  con-  for  occafions  of  this  nature;  but 
nections  with  the  French,  were  it  fbould  likewife  leem,  that  he 
publicly  known.  He  affedted  to  was  not  without  fome  well-founded 
make  a  diftindfion  between  that  caufes  of  complaint.  A  gentle- 
prelidency  and  the  company  at  man  of  conliderable  rank  and  corn- 
large  ;  for  whom,  and  for  the  mand  in  the  company’s  military 
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fervice  was  fo  fenfib'e  of  it,  that 
lie  did  not  fcruple  in  a  letter  to 
the  prefidencv,  indirectly  to  ar¬ 
raign  their  condaCf,  by  complain¬ 
ing  of  the  many  things  which  had 
been  done  to  irritate  Hyder’s  go¬ 
vernment,  without  their  providing 
in  any  manner  again  ft  the  inevit¬ 
able  confequences. 

It  was  even  the  general  opinion, 
both  with  natives  and  foreigners, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  Hyder’s 
being  fo  deeply  engaged  as  he  was 
in  the  Maratta  war,  could  have 
prevented  his  marching  to  the  af- 
h dance  of  the  French,  when  Pon¬ 
dicherry  was  reduced  in  1778. 
His  behaviour  with  refpeCt  to  the 
expedition  againft  the  French  fort 
and  fettlement  of  Mahie,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  following  year, 
riot  only  afforded  a  demonftration 
cf  his  attachment  to  that  nation, 
and  indifpofition  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Madras,  but  might  have 
been  confidered  as  an  index  to  his 
future  conduCt. 

Mahie  was  fituated  in  the  ter¬ 
ritories  of  one  of  the  (mail  princes 
on  the  Malabar  coaft,  who,  with 
his  neighbours,  being  overruled  by 
the  fortune  of  H)der  Ally,  had 
been  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  de- 
pendance  on  him.  H)der  made 
this  tireumftance  a  pretext,  for 
affeCting  to  confrder  Mahie  as 
apart  of  his  dominion  ;  and  in  a 
high  and  authoritative  tone,  re- 
monftrated  againft  the  expedition. 
He  declared,  that  many  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  French,  Englilh,  Dutch, 
Danes,  and  Portuguele,  had  eftab- 
liilied  factories,  or  were  individu¬ 
ally  fettled  in  his  dominions,  for 
the  porpofes  of  commerce,  and  to 
the  mutual  benefit  of  his  own  lub- 
jeCts  and  theirs :  that  they  were 
all  under  his  protection,  and  fhould 


fully  receive  it:  that  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  their  particular 
quarrels  ;  that  he  fhould  conhder 
the  intended  attempt  at  Mahie  as, 
a  direct  attack  upon  liimlelf,  and 
that  he  would  accordingly  repel 
and  revenge  it  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power.  At  the  fame  time, 
his  vakeel,  or  resident,  at  Madras, 
denounced,  in  plain  terms,  an  ir¬ 
ruption  into  the  Carnatic  if  the 
expedition  took  place.  Thefe 
threats  occasioned  lbme  paufe  in 
the  profecution  of  the  meafure  : 
but  Hydcr  being  ff ill  engaged  in 
war,  and  the  expulfion  of  the 
French  from  Mahie,  confidered  as 
a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
it  was  at  length  determined  to  en¬ 
counter  the  confequences.  Col. 
JBrath warte’s  rapid  luccels  in  the 
reduction  of  that  place,  defeated 
Fiyder’s  views  for  its  prefervation  j 
but  he  treated  it  upon  all  occafions 
as  an  injury  of  a  nature  not  co  be 
borne,  and  in  a  manner,  which 
indicated  his  determination  of  ob¬ 
taining  in  due  time  full  fatis- 
faCtion. 

Little  doubt  feemed  now  to  re¬ 
main,  as  to  the  part  which  ijyder 
would  take,  whenever  lie  was  dif- 
engaged  from  the  Maratta  war  j 
and  this  difpontion  became  foon 
more  dangerous,  from  the  number 
of  troops  which  the  French  were 
continually  lending  co  their  Afri¬ 
can  i Hands  of  Mauritius  and  Bour¬ 
bon  ;  as  well  as  the  ftrong  lqua- 
dron  which  they  not  long  after 
dilpatciied  from  Europe,  for  the 
lupport  of  their  intereft  in  the 
Eat. 

Yet,  with  all  this  diftatisfaClion 
and  i II  temper,  on  the  fide  of  Hy- 
der  Ally,  the  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Britifh  forces  in  India  has 
huce  recorded  his  opinion,  by  a 
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written  minute  in  the  council  of 
Madras,  and  in  terms  which  {hew 
a  fall  con  vision,  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  affair  of  Mahie,  and 
all  other  Subjects  of  jealoufy  or 
difference,  peace  might  not  only 
have  been  dill  preferved,  but  an 
advantageous  and  firm  alliance 
concluded  between  him  and  the 
company,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  untoward  meafures  purfued 
with  Bazalet  Jung  relative  to  the 
Guntoor  Circar.  From  that  time 
indeed,  Hydcr  held  no  referve  in 
declaring  his  Sentiments  with  re- 
lpe£t  to  the  government  of  Ma¬ 
dras. 

Although  the  Nabob  of  Arcot 
was  mod  lhamefully  and  culpably 
negligent,  in  every  thing  that  de¬ 
pended  upon  himfelf  relative  to 
preparation  and  defence,  yet  he 
was  a  vigilant  watchman  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  prefidency,  and  gave 
them  repeated  warnings  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  danger.  He  had  been 
early  in  advifing  the  wholefome 
mealure,  of  drawing  the  troops 
together  in  the  Carnatic,  and  of 
forming  one  or  two  camps  in  fuch 
politions,  as  would  appear  the  bed 
calculated  for  preferving  the  com¬ 
munications,  and  for  protedting 
the  country  in  cafe  ofinvallon. — 
He  dated,  in  lupport  of  his  ad¬ 
vice,  the  fuddenels  of  the  irrup¬ 
tion,  if  it  took  place,  and  the  ra¬ 
pidity  with  which  the  enemy’s 
horle  would  overlpread  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  the  difficulty  and  danger 
which  would  then  attend  every 
attempt  to  collect  the  troops,  if 
they  lay  Scattered  in  remote  quar¬ 
ters  ;  and  what  would  be  Scarcely 
lefs  pernicious,  the  impracticabi¬ 
lity  of  procuring,  under  the  gene¬ 
ral  imprellion  of  terror,  bullocks, 
(which  are  generally  uled  in  India) 


for  the  Service  of  the  artillery,  or 
a  Sufficient  number  of  thofe  na¬ 
tive  coolies,  or  porters,  who  are 
neceffary  to  all  armies  in  that 
country,  for  the  purpofe  of  abid¬ 
ing  in  the  conveyance  both  of 
baggage  and  pro vi lions.  He  at 
the  fame  time  declared,  that  he 
had  neither  trealures  nor  cavalry 
upon  which  he  could  found  a  hope 
of  making  an  effectual  reft  dance. 
The  nabob’s  intelligence  and  ad¬ 
vice  were  both  good,  but  his 
rooted  enmity  to  Hyder  Ally  ren¬ 
dered  them  fufpedted,  and  pro¬ 
bably,  not  always  without  reafon. 
He  had  long  urged  the  prefidency 
to  an  alliance  with  the  Marattas 
againd  Hyder  ;  a  proppfal,  which 
if  it  had  been  otherwife  approved 
of,  the  meafures  purfued  on  the 
other  fide  of  India  would  have  ren¬ 
dered  impracticable. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1779,  the  prefidency  received  in- 
telli  gence  from  the  nabob,  of  the 
peace  concluded  between  Hyder 
and  the  Marattas,  with  Some  faint 
fketch  of  the  alliance  'formed  be¬ 
tween  thofe  powers  and  the  Nizam 
againd  the  Engliffi.  This  was 
not  at  firft  credited,  but  by  the 
end  of  the  yea?  was  too  well 
confirmed.  Although  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  new  confederacy 
were  not  exactly  known,  yet,  as 
things  dood,  a  peace  of  any  fort 
between  Hyder  and  the  Marattas, 
might  have  been  conhdered  as  the 
Signal  of  a  war  with  the  former. 
Though  this  Seemed  in  Some  lore 
to  be  underltood  at  Madras,  and 
that  the  ruinous  conlequences  gf 
an  invafion  of  the  Carnatic  were 
fully  difplayed  in  their  correlpgn- 
dence  with  Bengal,  yet  that  go¬ 
vernment  relied  lo  much  upon  an 
accommodation  between  the  ether 
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preficlencies  and  the  Marattas,  as 
the  certain  means  of  averting  the 
evil,  that  it  perhaps  flackened 
their  endeavours  to  provide  for  the 
laft  extremity  in  eale  of  failure. 
They  did  not  believe  that  Hyder 
would  have  ventured  upon  a  war, 
if  the  dil'putes  with  the  Marattas 
were  fettled  ;  (an  opinion  which, 
however,  appears  fufficiently  pro- 
•  blematieal)  and  they  perhaps  de¬ 
pended  too  much  upon  the  ac- 
r  commodating  fpirit  of  the  other 
parties. 

The  governor  of  Fort  St.  George 
had  already  employed  a  private 
perfon  to  convey  a  letter  to,  and 
to  open  a  fecret  negotiation  with 
Hyder,  hoping  by  a  direCt  per- 
fonal  communication,  to  be  able 
to  fettle  or  remove  the  exifting 
differences,  and  at  any  rate  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  real  knowledge  of  his  fen- 
timents.  Hyder’s  anfwei  to  his 
letter,  correlponded  with  the  cold 
and  haughty  manner  in  which  he 
treated  the  bearer  of  it.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  when  a  friendfhip, 
confirmed  by  a  folid  treaty,  had 
fubfifted  between  the  company  and 
him,  he  imagined  it  would  daily 
increale,  and  not  have  been  broken 
through,  as  he  afferted  it  had  been 
on  our  fide  ;  he  faid,  that  out  of 
confideration  for  the  friendfhip  of 
the  king  of  England  and  die  com¬ 
pany,  whom  he  had  confidered  as 
one,  but  now  thought  other  wife, 
he  had  not  yet  taken  vengeance. 
He  concluded  in  the  following  ab- 
rupt  fentences  : — “  It  is  no  mat¬ 
ter  !  — But  if  you,  henceforth  for- 
“  getting  ail  treaties  and  engage- 
“  ments  of  the  company,  ftill.  are 
“  intent  on  breaking  with  me, 
fi  what  advantage  can  attend 
*(  writing  to  you? — You  are  ac- 
**  qfjuawited  with  every  thing  ;  it 


is  right  to  a£t  in  all  things 
with  prudence  and  forefight.9’ 
Notwithstanding  thefe  circum- 
flances,  it  appears  by  a  letter  from 
the  prefident  to  the  court  of  di¬ 
rectors,  in  the  following  month 
of  February,  that  all  apprehen- 
fions  of  a  war  with  Hyder  was 
then  over  at  the  prefidency.  But 
a  letter  which  Ryder  fent  in  the 

following  month  to  the  A/T  , 
r,  &  r  March  iQ, 

prehdent,  was  conn-  o  y 

dered  by  Admiral  Sir 
Edward  Hughes,  (who  command¬ 
ed  the  Britifl)  fquadron  in  the  In¬ 
dian  leas)  as  containing  filch  evi¬ 
dent  teftimonies  of  his  hoftile  cl  if— 
pofition,  that  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  difpatch  a  copy  of  it  home 
to  the  fecretary  of  ftate.  1  his 
letter  contained  a  fhort  but  ex¬ 
plicit  detail  of  various  caufes  of 
complaint  which  he  had  exhibited 
again#  that  government,  from  the 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  in  the 
year  1769,  to  the  prefent  time, 
and  conveyed  fn  a  language  and 
manner,  whicfi  not  only  fibewed 
that  thole  injuries  were  frefii  in 
memory,  but  likewife  expreffed  a 
ftrong  fenfe  of  their  not  being  yet 
accounted  for.  It  concludes  with 
the  following  expoftulation  :  — — 
6C  When  fuch  improper  conduCl 
te  is  purfued,  what  engagements 
* 6  will  remain  inviolate  ?  I  leave 
“  it  to  the  judgment  of  you  and 
“  your  council  to  determine,  on 
“  whofe  part  the  engagements  and 
“  promifes  have  been  infringed.” 

He  expreffed  himfelf  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  in  a  letter  of  anfwer 
which  he  had  written  a  Ihort  time 
before  to  Bombay,  relative  to  fome 
Englifh  gentlemen  who  had  been 
imprifoned  in  his  dominions,  and 
whom  lie  releafed  upon  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  that  prefidency :  he  in¬ 
formed 
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formed  them,  after  Hating  his 
complaints,  that  he  had  given 
orders  to  his  officers  to  op  pole  by 
arms  any  future  encroachment  on 
his  territories,  by  the  government 
of  Madras  ;  but,  as  there  were  no 
differences  between  him  and  Bom¬ 
bay,  he  declared,  that  his  relent- 
ments  lhould  fail  only  on  thole 
who  were  the  authors  of  injuffice. 

Such  were  the  indications  of  the 
future  Horm.  As  the  fummer  ad¬ 
vanced,  every  thing  was  in  motion 
in  Hyder’s  dominions.  Large  bo¬ 
dies  of  his  troops  were  affembled 
on  the  borders  of  the  Carnatic, 
particularly  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  thofe  gauts,  or  difficult  paffes 
through  the  mountains,  which  af¬ 
ford  the  only  means  to  an  army 
ot  penetrating  into  that  country  ; 
great  magazines  were  formed,  ar- 
rillery,  and  all  the  equipments  of 
war  brought  forward  ;  Hyder  him- 
l'elf,  advanced  from  his  capital,  of 
Seringapatam,  to  the  frontiers, 
and  the  moft  evident  marks  were 
dilplaycd  on  all  hands  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  danger. 

In  this  Hate  of  things,  the  means 
of  defence  provided  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras,  and  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  in  order  to  pre- 
lerve  the  Carnatic,  were  not  by 
any  means  fo  abundant  as  might 
have  been  defired.  It  is  neceffarv 

^  ^  j 

however  to  relate  the  fituation  of 
both. 

That  prince,  through  the  ill 
government  of  his  affairs,  and  a 
dilfipation  of  his  treafures,  (for 
which  it  is  difficult  to  account) 
was  in  debt  to  all  the  world ;  to 
the  company,  to  his  army,  and 
to  individuals.  He  borrowed  from 
all  who  would  lend,  and  never 
paid.  His  garrifons  were  without 
Itores,  ammunition  or  provihons; 


and  he  was  fo  deeply  in  arrear  to 
his  officers  and  troops,  that  all 
dilcipline  and  order  had  long  been 
at  an  end,  and  mutiny  and  defer- 
tion  every  where  prevailed  in  his 
army.  His  cavalry,  in  particular, 
were  totally  ruined.  They  de- 
ierted,  that  is  to  fay,  they  marched 
off  at  noon  day,  with  their  horf'es 
and  arms,  by  whole  regiments. 
His  bed;  regiment  of  horfe  was,  in 
thefe  circuHmances,  recovered  and 
brought  back,  by  the  generofity 
and  public  1'pirir  of  a  Britiffi  mili¬ 
tary  officer,  who  advanced  his 
whole  fortune  for  the  payment  of 
their  arrears.  This  gentleman 
being  afterwards  obliged  to  return 
to  Lngiand  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  was  exceedingly  diHreffed 
for  the  money  which  he  had  fo 
applied,  until  it  w’as  advanced  on 
the  nabob’s  account,  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Madras. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Madras  had  a  gallant  and 
well  difciplined  army,  amounting 
to  fomething  about  30,000  effec¬ 
tive  men;  and  had  been  lately 
reinforced  by  the  arrival  of  Lord 
Macleod,  with  a  new  raffed  regi¬ 
ment,  of  a  thoufand  men,  from 
England.  But  this  force,  which, 
would  have  been  fo  conliderable 
in  its  effect,  if  . collected  and  act¬ 
ing  in  a  body,  was  rendered  weak 
and  inert,  by  its  being  broken 
into  fmall  parties,  difperled  at 
great  diftances,  whether  in  quar¬ 
ters,  garrifons,  cr  upon  various 
detached  fervices.  A  confiderable 
party,  but  much  more  fo  with 
refpecf  to  the  nature  and  value  of 
the  troops  than  their  number,  were, 
in  this  feal’on  of  danger,  lent  to 
aliifl  Gen.  Goddard  in  the  Guze- 
rat  war.  The  applications  from 
Bengal  for  this  reinforcement, 

were. 


58]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


were,  however,  too  urgent  not  to 
be  complied  with.  Others  were 
in  garrifon  on  the  Malabar  coaft ; 
and  a  very  valuable  detachment 
was  in  the  Guntoor  Circar,  under 
the  conduct  of  OoL  Baillie.  Thofe 
immediately  in  the  Carnatic  were 
difperfed  in  the  manner  we  have  be¬ 
fore  obferved.  A  fcarcity  of  money 
ufually  fuperinduces  every  other 
want.  This  misfortune  now  pre¬ 
vailed;  and  the  troops  were  gene¬ 
rally  deflitute  of  all  thofe  neceffa- 
rtes  and  means  which  could  enable 
them  to  take  the  field. 

Whether  it  proceeded  from  a 
fihame  of  ex  poling  his  ill  conduCt, 
er  from  feme  ftrange  pride  or  jea- 
loufy,  no  account  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  nabob,  either  now 
or  for  fome  years  back,  though 
carneftly  urged  by  the  prefidency, 
of  his  military  eftablifhment,  or 
the  hate  or  number  of  his  troops. 
It  was,  however,  known,  that  the 
tifual  eftablifhment  of  his  army,  at 
home  former  periods,  was  about 
35,000  men  ;  a  number  which,  if 
only  in  tolerable  condition,  that, 
joined  to  the  company’s  forces, 
would  have  fecured  the  Carnatic 
againft  any  invafion.  But  indeed, 
the  behaviour  of  his  officers  and 
troops,  rendered  their  number  cf 
little  confequence.  It  is  to  be  ob¬ 
served,  that  upon  the  repeated  in¬ 
telligence  which  the  nabob  con¬ 
vened  of  HAder’s  defigns  or  move¬ 
ments,  he  was  as  conitantly  urged 
and  warned  by  the  prefidency  to 
be  prepared  for  the  wo  lit  that  could 
happen ;  not  only  by  having  his 
arm) ,  forts,  and  garrilbns,  well 
iuppiied  and  in  good  condition, 
but  by  dilcharging  the  large  debts 
and  arrears  which  he  owed  to  the 
company,  and  thereby  enabling 
them  to  a£t  with,  vigour,  in  his 


fupport  as  well  as  their  own. — 
His  plea  of  inability  and  poverty, 
though  treated  as  too  incompre- 
henfible  to  be  credited,  brought  out 
much  l'evere  reproof  from  the  prefi- 
dent,  relative  to  the  unaccountable 
ill  conduit,  which  could  pollibly 
produce  fuch  a  hate  cf  his  affairs. 

The  prefidency  feemed  however 
to  have  given  no  farther  credit  to 
the  various  intelligence  received, 
than  was  necelfary  for  making  it 
the  ground  of  their  remonstrances. 
All  accounts  of  Kyder’s  defigns, 
and  of  the  movements  of  his  forces, 
were  not  only  flighted,  but  at  the 
laft,  and  when  he  had  a  did  ally  pe¬ 
netrated  into  the  Carnatic,  the 
firft  intelligence  of  the  invafion 
was  treated  with  the  high  eft  con¬ 
tempt  at  Madras ;  lo  that  the 
burning  of  Conjeveram,  four  days 
after  his  entering  the  country,  and 
the  arrival  of  lome  of  his  horfe 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras, 
were  the  firft  evidences  of  danger 
that  were  admitted. 

Two  members,  however,  of  the 
council,  had  repeatedly  endea¬ 
voured  to  av/aken  the  majority  to 
a  fenfe  of  the  common  danger; 
and  particularly  to  collect  the 
troops,  and  adopt  other  meal'ures 
of  preparation,  necelfary  to  the 
defence  and  protection  of  the 
country.  Another  member  of  the 
council,  but  not  of  the  leleit  com¬ 
mittee,  in  a  minute  which  he  de¬ 
livered  a  few  days  after  the  inva¬ 
fion,  declared,  without  referve. 
That  they  had  been  long  ap¬ 
proaching  to  that  unhappy  ftate, 
at  which  they  were  now  arrived; 
that  private  n  ifmanagement,  and 
not  public  calamity,  had  brought 
them  to  the  brink  of  deftruftion  ; 
that  Hy.der  had  long  treated  them 
with  neglect  and  intuit;  that  he 

had 
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had  for  feveral  months  been  af- 
lembling  a  large  army  on  the 
frontiers,  while  his  vakeel  (or  re- 
lident)  was  allowed  to  remain  at 
Madras,  to  give  him  daily  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  effeft  his  motions  had 
upon  that  government,  which  re¬ 
mained  inactive,  and  had  neither 
relbiutioBi  to  quefiion  him  about 
his  intentions,  or  wifdom  to  pro¬ 
vide  againd  the  danger.  That 
they  had  buffered  their  troops  to 
remain  lcattered  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  without  ifores  or 
guns ;  that  their  garrifons  were 
not  put  in  a  hate  of  defence;  that 
no  pains  were  taken  to  replenilh 
an  empty  treasury  ;  and  that  their 
want  of  exertion  on  the  imminence 
of  danger,  was  equal  to  their  want 
of  timely  precaution. 

Thefe  leveral  driitures  on  the 
conduct  of  government,  accom¬ 
panied  by  many  others  not  lei's  lo, 
excited  the  warmed  refentment 
of  the  prefidency.  They  pro¬ 
nounced  Mr.  Sacllier's  obferva- 
tions  to  be  illiberal  reflections  on 
the  conduit  and  meafures  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  whole  minute 
to  be  an  inflammatory  declama¬ 
tion,  which  they  attributed  either 
to  a  fhameful  weaknefs,  or  to  the 
mod  unworthy  motives;  and  iay- 
inghold  of  fome  expreilions  which 
they  condrued  into  a  defign  of 
lowing  dilaf  eCtion  among  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  large,  and  others  which 
called  in  quefiion  the  authority  of 
the  leleit  committee,  they  made 
them  the  grounds  of  a  vote,  for 
fufpending  that  gentleman  from 
his  l'eat  in  the  council,  as  well  as 
from  the  company’s  fervi.ee  in  ge¬ 
neral.  Nor  did  the  matter  red 
there ;  but  was  followed  by  a 
challenge  from  the  commander  in 
chief  of  the  forces  in  the  Carnatic. 
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The  two  gentlemen  of  the  fe- 
left  committee,  whom  we  have 
before-mentioned,  (Mr.  Johnfon 
and  Mr.  Smith)  drongly  oppoled, 
and  proteded  againd  the  ait  of 
ful'penfion,  which  they  reprelented 
as  irregular,  violent,  and  unjud. 
They  declared,  that  the  repre- 
fentation  made  by  Mr.  Sadlier, 
agreed  in  many  particulars  with 
their  own  fentiments ;  that  this 
would  fully  appear  from  their 
former  remondrances  upon  the 
indolence  and  negligence  which 
prevailed  in  that  government  with 
relpeit  to  preparation  and  defence. 
In  protelling  againd  the  violence 
of  the  meal'ure  of  fufpenfion,  they 
declared  their  apprehenfion,  that 
the  terror  of  the  example  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  overawe  the  members  of 
adminidration  from  a  free  decla¬ 
ration  of  their  fentiments;  they 
flip  port  their  imputation  of  in- 
judice  on  the  ground,  that  no  fpe- 
cihc  charge  was  brought  againd 
Mr.  Sadlier,  and  that  he  was  not 
heard  in  his  defence ;  and  they 
venture  to  intimate  a  fufpicion, 
that  private  refentment,  more  than 
public  utility,  had  caufed  the  fe- 
verity  exercifed  againd  that  gen¬ 
tleman. 

Charges  of  neglect,  with  refpeel 
to  the  garrifons,  dores,  and  the 
date  ct  the  army  for  taking  the 
held,  by  no  means  diifimilar,  tho* 
delivered  in  ibfter  language,  to 
thole  brought  by  Mr,  Sadlier,  were 
afterwards  delivered  in  council  by 
the  commander  of  the  forces  him- 
1  elf*.  In  the  mean  time,  Hyder 
Ally  openly  treated  the  conduit 
and  councils  of  the  government  of 
Madras  with  fuperjative  contempt. 
He  publicly  declared  his  deter¬ 
mination  to  ruin  the  Carnatic,  ami 
to  chadife  the  Englifh,  He  had 
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tried  them,  he  faid,  already,  and 
he  knew  them  well  ;  they  had  no 
conduCt  5  and  even  now,  faid  he, 
44  when  J  have  aflembled  fo  great 
44  a  force  to  enter  into  their  coun- 
*c  try,  they  have  not  manifefted 
“  the  leaft  glimmering  of  ability  ; 
44  and  now  therefore  is  the  time  to 
44  go  againft  them.” 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things, 
when,  about  the  20th  of  July, 
1780,  Hyder  having  made  his 
way  through  the  gauts,  burh:  at 
once,  like  a  prodigious  torrent, 
into  the  Carnatic.  No  care  what¬ 
ever  had  been  taken  to  guard  or 
fortify  thefe  mountainous  defiles  ; 
nor  did  he  meet  with  any  other 
obllruCtion  in  his  palfage,  than 
what  arofie  from  the  narrownefs 
and  difficulty  of  the  ground.  Even 
lome  of  the  garrifons  near  their 
opening,  which  had  made  previous 
remonflrances  of  their  weaknefs 
and  danger,  and  applications  for 
fpeedy  reinforcement,  had  1  been 
totally  unattended  to. 

Hyder’ s  army  was  efiimated  at 
100,000  men  j  but  by  accurate 
accounts,  they  exceeded  86,000 
men,  of  all  forts,  (the  irregulars 
forming  a  great  clafs)  befides  a 
ftrong  body  which  had  been  dis¬ 
patched  under  Adoer  Saib  towards 
the  northern  Circars,  and  other 
parties  which  were  employed  in 
every  where  alarming  the  fron¬ 
tiers.  In  the  grand  army  under 
his  own  command,  it  was  com¬ 
puted  that  he  had  about  30,000 
well  difciplined  foot,  and  20,000 
good  cavalry  ;  his  force  being  ren¬ 
dered  more  formidable  and  ef¬ 
fective,  by  the  aid  of  Lady’s 
troops,  whom  he  had  obtained 
from  the  Nizam,  befides  the  num¬ 
ber  of  French,  officers,  and  other 


Europeans,  who  were  before  in  his 
fervice. 

The  general  terror  and  confu- 
fion  which  now  prevailed,  could 
not  be  lelfened  by  the  indecifioo 
which  appeared  in  the  public 
councils.  Different  and  fluctuating 
opinions  were  held,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  modes  of  defence  proper  to  be 
adopted,  and  the  manner  and 
place  of  alfembling  the  forces. 
Orders  were  accordingly  haftily 
ifllied  to  the  commanding  officers 
at  different  ftafions,  and  were 
again  fuddenly  revoked.  What 
appears  an  odd  refolution  was 
paffed  in  the  feleCt  committee, 
that  the  commander  in  chief’s 
counfel  rendered  his  prefence  more 
neceflary  at  A/ladras,  than  at  the 
head  of  the  army.  In  ccnfequence 
of  this  refolution,  inftruCtions  were 
fent  to  Lord  Adacleod,  to  fupply 
his  place,  bv  collecting  the  forces 
and  forming  an  encampment.  But 
that  officer  differing  much  in  opi¬ 
nion,  from  the  arrangements  made 
in  council,  particularly  with  re¬ 
fpeCt  to  the  place  preferibed  for 
affembling  the  army,  fubmitted 
his  thoughts  upon  the  fubjeCt, 
along  with  a  plan  which  fuited  his 
own  ideas,  to  the  prefidency  j  a 6 
the  fame  time  declaring,  that  he 
could  not  adopt  a  refponfibility  in 
the  execution  of  plans  which  did 
not  coincide  with  his  own  judg¬ 
ment.  This  difference  of  opinion* 
as  the  propofed  change  of  arrange¬ 
ment  was  not  approved  of,  occa- 
floned  a  departure,  in  the  feleCt 
committee,  from  the  late  refo¬ 
lution  of  detaining  Sir  He&or 
Monro  at  Afadras. 

In  the  mean  time,  intelligence 
upon  intelligence  was  continually 
poured  in,  of  the  ruin  l'pread  on 
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all  Tides,  and  the  danger  threat¬ 
ened  in  every  quarter,  by  the  ene¬ 
my  ;  and  thefe  accounts  were  ge¬ 
nerally  accompanied  with  reprefen- 
tations  from  the  different  garrifons, 
of  their  inequality  to  any  effectual 
refiftance  ;  and  that  without  a 
fpeedy  and  material  fupply  of  men 
and  ftores,  they  mull  fall  an  eafy 
prey  to  the  invader. 

The  Nabob  anlwered  the  urgen¬ 
cy  of  the  prefidency,  for  exertion 
on  his  part,  and  for  fpeedy  l'upplies 
of  provifions  and  means  to  enable 
die  army  to  ad,  partly  with  ex- 
cufes,  and  partly  with  reproaches 
for  their  tardinefs  and  inactivity. 
He  promifed,  however,  to  procure 
l'upplies  of  oxen,  (beep  and  rice,  in 
as  great  number  and  quantity  as  he 
could.  That  he  would  exert  hiin- 
lelf  to  complete  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  which  Ihould  be  put  under 
the  directions  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  during  the  war  ;  and  he  con¬ 
tented,  to  make  alignments  of  ter- 
ritory,  for  the  fums  which  Ihould  be 
advanced  by  the  company  to  pay 
his  troops. 

But  fo  defective  was  the  order 
eltablifhed  in  this  prince’s  govern¬ 
ment,  and  fo  heedlefs  were  his  mi- 
niflers  and  council,  in  at  all  provid¬ 
ing  for  thole  Hidden  emergencies 
which  were  to  be  expected  in  the 
prefent  Hate  of  invafion  and  danger, 
that  his  commander  in  the  very 
Itrong  and  important  fortrefs  of 
Gingee,  when,  under  the  apprehen- 
lion  of  an  immediate  attack  by  Hy- 
der,  and  though  his  own  force  and 
provifion  were  totally  incompetent 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  place,  yet 
refufed  to  permit  a  Britilh  officer, 
who  was  lent  with  a  reinforcement, 
to  take  any  ineafures  for  its  de¬ 
fence,  until  he  had  received  fpecitic 


orders  from  his  mailer  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Col.  Brathwaite  felt  great 
lurprize  and  concern  uptm  his  ar¬ 
rival  at  Carangolly,  to  find  the  de¬ 
fence  of  that  important  poll  in  the 
hands  of  a  very  inferior  officer,  and 
only  20  of  the  Nabob’s  fepoys  ; 
but  his  lurprize  was  heightened, 
when  that  petty  commandant  fcru- 
pled  to  receive  even  a  fupply  of 
ammunition  from  him,  becaufe  he 
had  received  no  particular  orders 
on  the  1'ubjeCt.  The  troops  which 
that  colonel  was  leading  from  Pon¬ 
dicherry  to  join  the  army,  after¬ 
wards  experienced  the  greateft  dif- 
trelfes  upon  their  march,  through 
the  fame  want  of  orders,  which 
the  Nabob’s  renters  made  a  pre¬ 
tence,  for  abfolutely  refuting  to  fup¬ 
ply  him  with  provifions. 

Such  was  the  Hate  of  vigour, 
concert,  and  preparation,  which 
appeared  on  the  fide  of  the  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  Carnatic,  in  this 
l'eafon  of  imminent  danger,  and 
adlual  invafion  ;  when  every  day 
furnifhed  new  accounts  of  devalta- 
tion  and  lofs  :  and  there  was 
fcarcely  a  place  from  one  end  of 
the  coall  to  the  other  that  was  not 
menaced,  and  in  a  Hate  of  alarm 
and  confufion.  Nor  were  thefe 
confined  to  the  Carnatic.  Tip- 
poo  Saib  advanced  with  a  great 
body  of  cavalry  upon  the  northern 
Circars ;  whilll,  at  the  oppofite 
extremity,  different  parties  ol  the 
enemy  were  approaching  to  Ma¬ 
dura,  and  the  borders  of  the  Tini- 
velly  country.  In  this  (late  of 
things,  the  company’s  forces,  tho* 
in  excellent  condition  with  rdped 
to  dilci pline,  and  the  goodnefs  and 
l'pirit  of  the  troops,  were  rendered 
incapable,  from  the. Saules  already 
Hated,  of  alfembling,  and  conle- 

quently 
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quently  of  aCting  with  effect*  And 
while  the  army,  which  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  acting  in  the  field,  was  re¬ 
trained  by  thefe  impediments,  the 
dpi ri t  of  difaffeCtion  and  mutiny, 
which  bad  payment  and  long  ar¬ 
rears  had  fpread  through  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  garrifons,  left  little  room  for 
hoping,  that  they  were  not  much 
more  difpofed  to  with  for  and  ac¬ 
celerate  a  change  of  mailers,  than 
to  undergo  the  hardlhips,  or  en¬ 
counter  the  danger,  of  maintain¬ 
ing  their  pods. 

The  only  meafure  that  carried 
any  appearance  of  vigour  that  was 
now  adopted,  (although  the  fcheme 
was  well  laid,  and  the  defign  ca¬ 
pable  of  good  effeCt)  funk  under 
the  prevalent  fortune  of  the  time. 
This  was  a  plan  committed,  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  to  the 
execution  of  Col.  Colby,  for  ,fud- 
denly  drawing  together  a  conli- 
derable  body  of  troops  from  the 
nearer  garrifons,  to  be  joined  by 
two  regiments  of  the  Nabob’s  ca¬ 
valry,  with  a  view  of  cutting  off 
fame  great  convoys  of  ftores  and 
provifions,  which  were  to  come 
through  the  palfes,  in  their  way 
from  Hyder’s  country  to  the  lup- 
ply  of  his  array. 

Notwithdanding  the  provoking 
and  unexpected  delays  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  collecting  the  troops, 
Colby’s  activity  and  bravery  might 
trill  have  been  crowned  with  fuc- 
cel's,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
general  dilaffection  of  the  country 
people,  and  the  treachery  of  the 
Nabob’s  lervants  and  odicers. — 
While  the  former  not  only  refuied 
to  communicate  any  true  informa¬ 
tion,  whether  with  refpeCt  to  the 
enemy  or  to  the  country,  and  were 
indudrious  in  forging  faliehoods, 
on  purpofe  to  mi  dead  that  com¬ 


mander,  the  latter  were  no  lefs 
diligent  in  giving  the  mod  exaCt 
intelligence  to  Hyder  of  all  his 
motions.  By  thefe  means,  the 
hope  of  an  enterprize  which  might 
have  had  great  effeCt  in  changing 
the  fortune  of  the  war,  was  not 
only  overthrown  ;  but  it  was  with 
great  difficulty,  and  no  fmall  ex¬ 
ertion  of  diligence  and  activity, 
that  Colby’s  party  efcaped  being 
cut  off,  in  his  endeavours  to  join 
the  army  ;  which  he  only  effe&ed 
upon  the  retreat  from  Conieveram, 
in  the  middle  of  the  following 
month. 

In  the  mean  time, 
an  attack  made  by  Aug.  ioth. 
Hyder’s  horl’e  upon 
the  villages  and  gardens  about  the 
Mount,  brought  the  alarm  imme¬ 
diately  home  to  Madras;  and  oc- 
cafroned  confutations  for  the  throw¬ 
ing  up  feme  works  to  cover  the 
black  town.  -  The  army  had  been 
ordered  to  affemble  at  Conjeveram  ; 
but  on  the  day  preceding  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  month,  the  general  in¬ 
formed  the  feleCt  committee,  that 
this  defign  could  not  be  effe&ed, 
through  the  want  of  bullocks  to 
convey  a  fufficient  quantity  of  pro¬ 
vifions  ;  the  country  people,  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  having  conveyed 
them  to  dillant  places  of  refuge. 
He  therefore  adviled,  that  the 
Mount  fhould  now  be  made  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous,  where 
the  troops  Ihould  remain,  until 
eight  days  provifions  could  be 
colledted,  and  the  means  of  con¬ 
veyance  procured  ;  when  the  army 
Ihould  immediately  proceed  on  its 
march.  This  being  agreed  to, 
another  application  was  made  to 
the  Nabob,  to  urge  his  exertion 

.  m  '  ^ 

m  procuring  a  fpeedy  fupply  of 
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bullocks  and  provifions  ;  and  far¬ 
ther  requiring,  that  he  (hould  ap¬ 
point  l'ome  perfon  of  diftinCtion 
and  confequence  to  refide  with, 
and  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  in  order  that  their  future  (up- 
plies  might  be  regular  and  con- 
(tant. 

Hyder,  after  menacing  Gingee, 
and  fome  other  places  with  a  fiege, 
as  a  blind  only  to  his  real  defign, 
fuddenly  marched,  and  fate  down 
before  Arcot,  on  the  21ft  of  Au- 
guft.  This  circumftance  forward¬ 
ed  the  Nabob’s  anfwer  to  the  late 
application;  in  which,  he  remind¬ 
ed  the  committee  of  the  (lores  of 
all  kinds  which  he  had  laid  up  in 
feveral  of  his  forts;  and  intreated, 
that  they  would  order  the  army  to 
march  immediately  to  the  relief  of 
his  capital,  where,  he  allured  them, 
that  the  troops  (hould  be  plenti¬ 
fully  lupplied  with  every  neceffary 
they  wanted.  However  Hyder  en¬ 
deavoured  to  cover  his  defign  upon 
Arcot,  it  had  been  fio  far  pene¬ 
trated,  or  fufpected,  that  a  con- 
fiderable  detachment  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  troops  had  been  previoufiy 
lent  from  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Vellore,  which-  arrived  in  time  for 
the  reinforcement  of  that  garrifon. 
It  was  in  a  few  days  after  Hyder 
invefted  Arcot,  that  it  was  found 
neceffary  at  Madras,  that  Sir  Hec¬ 
tor  Monro  (hould  quit  the  commit¬ 
tee  for  the  camp  ;  and  he  accord- 
ingly  proceeded  on  the  25th  to  take 
the  command  of  the  army  at  the 
Mount. 

W e  have  already  feen,  that  Col. 
Baillie  commanded  the  company’s 
forces  in  the  Guntoor  Circar. — 
The  orders  which  that  officer  had 
from  time  to  time  received  fmce 
the  invafion  took  place,  were  va¬ 
rious  and  contradictory,  and  had 
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occafioned  no  finall  clashing  of 
opinions  in  the  (eleCt  committee  at 
Madras.  His  firft,  and  fome  fub- 
lequent  inftruCtions  went  to  the  di¬ 
rect  attack  of  Hyder’s  dominions  in 
that  quarter,  particularly  to  the 
reduction  of  the  Cuddepah  coun¬ 
try  ;  with,  however,  a  difcretionarv 
latitude  to  the  exercife  of  his  own 
judgment,  in  immediately  directing 
his  operations  to  thole  particular 
parts,  where  it  might  appear  at 
the  time  they  were  molt  likely  to 
prove  effective.  Thele  orders  were 
flrongly  oppoled  and  protefied 
again!!  by  two  members  of  the 
committee  ;  who  Rated  various  rea- 
fons  to  (hew,  that  Baillie’s  detach¬ 
ment  (hould  be  immediately  direc¬ 
ted  to  march  forward  with  the  ut- 
mofi  expedition,  and  to  jcin  the 
army,  at  its  then  intended  rendez¬ 
vous  near  Conjeveram. 

Advices  being  foon  after  re¬ 
ceived  from  Baillie,  that  the  near- 
nefs  of  Hyder’s  cavalry  to  the 
fouthward,  with  the  overflowing 
of  the  Kriflna  on  the  northward, 
had,  on  both  fides,  fo  contracted 
the  fources,  and  interrupted  the 
courfe  of  his  (up plies  of  provifion, 
that  the  providing  fubfiflence  for 
the  forces  became  every  day  more 
alarming  and  precarious;  and, 
what  was  no  lefs  alarming,  that 
he  was  apprehenfive  of  not  being 
able  much  longer  to  detain  the 
bullocks  neceffary  for  a  inarch, 
and  without  which  the  army  could 
not  in  any  circumltance  at  all 
move.  Thefe  advices  occafioned, 
on  the  Iaft  day  of  July,  fome  en¬ 
largement  of  that  commander’s 
inflruCtions ;  he  being  authorized, 
by  the  dil’patches  then  forwarded, 
to  march  towards  the  prelidency, 
if  he  (hould  find  it  abfolutely  im¬ 
practicable  to  fubfifl:  the  forces, 

either 
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either  in  the  enemy’s  country,  oi 
from  fome  other  quarter. 

But  as  the  danger  at  home  ap¬ 
proached  more  near,  and  became 
every  day  more  urgent,  the  com¬ 
mittee,  very  foon  after,  thought 
it  neceftary  to  become  converts  to 
the  original  opinion  of  the  two 
diifenting  members,  and  to  dif- 
patch  accordingly  an  exprefs  to 
Col.  Baillie,  with  orders  to  march 
towards  the  presidency  at  all  events; 
but  with  an  avaricious  eye  ftili 
to  more  diftant  fervice,  adviled  him 
to  take  fuch  a  route,  as  might 
poftibly  afford  him  an  opportunity 
of  cutting  off  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
convoys.  The  delay  occafioned 
by  this  indecifion  with  refpect  to 
Baillie's  detachment,  though  not 
amounting  to  very  many  days, 
was  the  means  of  producing  the 
fatal  cataflrophe  that  followed, 
the  efffedts  of  which  will  be  long 
remembered,  and  late,  if  ever,  re¬ 
covered. 

The  only  cavalry 
Aug.  25th.  in  the  army  at  St. 

Thomas’s  Mount,  was 
a  fingle  regiment  belonging  to  the 
Nabob.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
general.  Sir  Hettor  Monro,  in  the 
camp,  this  regiment  totally  refuled 
l'erving  any  longer,  unlefs  their 
arrears  wer&  immediately  di  {charg¬ 
ed.  The  Ameer,  a  principal  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  Nabob’s,  who  was  pre¬ 
lent,  notwithftanding  the  greatnels 
of  the  exigency,  when  the  fate  of 
his  mailer’s  capital  was  depending, 
refuied  to  comply  with  the  demand. 
The  troops  continuing  obihnate, 
the  remedy  adopted  was  to  break 
the  regiment,  and  to  itrip  them  of 
their  horfes  and  arms.  Seventeen 
black  officers,  and  about  lixty  of 
the  men,  offered  to  ferve  in  a  KW' 
orps,  under  the  company,  and 


were  gladly  accepted  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  ;  the  reft  of  the  broken 
troopers  were  ordered  to  be  lent 
under  a  guard,  as  priioners,  to 
Madias  ;  but  the  Ameer,  on  the 
following  morning,  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  enlifting  them  all  into  his 
own  body  guard.  Such  was  the 
difpofition  and  attention  to  that 
prince’s  fervice  and  interefts,  which 
then  appeared  among  his  principal 
ler  vanes. 

The  continual  rain  which  now 
fell,  had  fwelled  the  rivers  in  fuch 
a  degree,  as  to  render  the  way 
from  the  Guntoor  nearly  impaffa- 
ble :  which,  befides  greatly  re¬ 
tarding  the  march  of  Baillie’s  de¬ 
tachment,  incommoded  and  dif- 
trefted  the  troops  exceedingly. — - 
Although  Sir  Hedtor  Monro’s 
force  at  the  Mount  was  fo  totally 
inferior  in  point  of  number,  as 
not  to  feem  by  any  means  equal  to 
the  encounter  of  Hyder’s  army  in 
the  field,  yet  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,  along  with  the  fine  train 
of  artillery  that  accompanied 
them,  was  no  frnall  counter-ba¬ 
lance  to  the  great  fuperiority  )f 
the  enemy  in  other  refpedts,  and 
the  jundtion  of  Baillie’s  corps,  it 
was  expected,  ^vould  have  enabled 
them  to  undertake  any  enterprize 
with  effedt.  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  the  general  confidered, 
that  a  forward  movement  towards 
Arcot,  would  probably  alarm  Hy- 
der  fo  much,  as  to  induce  him  to 
raife  the  fiege  of  that  place  ;  and 
that  the  junction  with  Baillie, 
would  produce  a  greater  or  more 
timely,  effect,  by  its  taking  place 
at  Conjeveram,  which  was  near 
forty  miles  on  the  way  to  his  ob¬ 
ject,  than  it  would  by  waiting 
for  his  arrival  at  St.  Thomas’s 
Mount.  It  is  true*  that  Conje¬ 
veram 
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veram  was  entirely  out  ofBaillie’s 
dired  way,  and  necelfarilv  led  him 
to  change  his  courfe  confiderubly 
to  the  weRward'  j  but  no  idea  was 
then  entertained,  of  any  danger  or 
difficulty  that  could  occur  in  mak¬ 
ing  good  the  junction. 

Under  this  determination,  dif- 
patches  being  forwarded  to  Baillie, 
with  inRruCtions  for  the  new  courfe 
he  was  to  take,  the  army  was  or¬ 
dered  to- march  from  the  Mount. 
Such  was  the  wretched  Rate  of 
things  at  this  time,  that  it  was 
with  the  greateR  difficulty,  (after 
a  month’s  preparation  or  a; arm, 
and  within  fix  miles  of  Madras) 
that  the  general  could  procure 
eight  days  rice  for  the  army  ; 
while  the  collecting  of  draught 
bullocks  was  fo  impracticable, 
that  the  Sepoys  were  obliged  to 
carry  half  this  provifion  on  'their 
backs.  The  whole  force  was  only 
about  6,000  men ;  but  of  thefe, 
were  Lord  Macleod’3  and  a  com¬ 
pany’s  regiment  of  E  uropeans  ; 
befides  a  company  or  two  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  grenadiers,  belonging  to 
other  regiments,  and  300  artil¬ 
lery. 

,  They  arrived  in  four 
^  *  days’s  march  at  Conjeve- 
ram,  being  harralfed  by  the  ene¬ 
my’s  horfe  which  followed  and 
hung  on  all  fides  of  them  during 
the  way ;  but  they  were  much 
more  incommoded  by  the  violence 
of  the  rains,  than  by  the  enemy  ; 
and  their  condition  was  not  mend¬ 
ed,  by  finding  the  whole  country 
under  water  at  their  arrival.  An 
officer  from  the  Nabob  attended 
the  coming  of  the  army  at  Conje- 
veram,  who  was  to  conduct  them 
on  their  way  to  Arcot.  To  him 
the  general  immediately  applied 
to  procure  proviRons,  as  well  far 
Vol.  XX  V. 


the  troops  prefent,  as  for  thof* 
that  were  expected  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  ;  accompanied  with  a  re- 
quifition  equally  urgent,  that  he 
would  ule  all  poffible  means  to  ob¬ 
tain  intelligence  of  the  Rate  and 
motions  of  the  enemy.  The  an- 
fwer  made  bv  this  agent  of  the 
Nabob’s,  is  perhaps  without  a 
parallel  upon  any  fimilar  occafion. 
He  told  the  general,  that  he  was 
under  orders  to  attend  him,  but 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  pro¬ 
cure  either  proviRons  or  intelli¬ 
gence. —  As  there  was  only  four 
days  provifion  left,  the  army  had 
no  other  refburce  than  to  en¬ 
counter  the  difficulties  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  and  the  danger  ofthe  enemy’s 
horfe,  by  collecting  paddy,  as  the 
growing  rice  is  called,  in  the  open, 
but  overflowed  furrounding  coun¬ 
try.  /  \  "  •; 

Hyder  Ally,  as  the  general  fore- 
faw,  railed  the  fiege  of  Arcot, 
upon  his  movement  towards  Con- 
jeveram ;  but  what  had  not  been 
expected,  he  threw  his  army  in 
fuch  a  manner  acrofs  the  courfe 
which  Bail  lie’s  detachment  were 
making  to  that  place,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  intended  junction.  This 
was  expected  to  have  taken  place 
the  day  after  the  arrival  of  the 
army  but  Baillie,  before  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  the  enemy,  was  for 
fome  days  Ropped,  at  no  great 
diRance,  by  the  Hidden  rifing  of  a 
fmall  river  in  his  way.  For  about 
a  week  after  the  arrival  of  the  ar¬ 
my  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Con- 
je veram,  it  rained  almoR  conti¬ 
nually  by  day  and  night,  and  the 
waters  were  out  in  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  change 
the  fituation  of  their  encampment 
to  higher  ground ;  wliilR  the  211- 
duRry  of  tfu  troops,  in  collecting. 

[X]  paddy. 
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paddy,  and  beating  the  rice  from 
the  ftraw,  was  no  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  for  their  prefent  fubfiftence. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  intelligence 
under  all  thefe  difficulties,  that, 
excepting  the  accidental  report  of 
a  defer  ter,  the  firft  account  which 
the  general  received  of  Hvder’s 
having  quitted  his  ground  before 
Arcot,  of  his  having  croffed  the 
River  Palaar,  and  being  encamp¬ 
ed  within  five  miles  of  his  front, 
q  ^  was  from  one  of  his  own 

P  * D’  officers,  who  was  out  up¬ 
on  detached  fervice.  In  two  days 
after  he  received  intelligence  from 
Col.  Baillie,  of  his  having  at 
length  eroded  the  river,  which 
had  fo  unfortunately  barred  his  paf- 
fage. 

But  that  officer  was  now  doom¬ 
ed  to  meet  with  more  unfurmoun- 
table  obftacles.  On  the  day  after 
the  general  had  received  this  ad¬ 
vice,  the  enemy’s  army  made  a 
great  movement  to  the  north-eaft, 
which  obliged  Sir  Heffor  Monro 
to  change  his  poftion  Itkewife,  and 
to  advance  about  two  miles,  to  a 
high  ground  on  the  Trepaifore 
Road,  which  was  the  way  that  the 
expected  detachment  was  to  come. 
By  thefe  movements,  the  hoftile 
camps  were  brought  within  two 
miles  of  each  other;  the  enemy 
lying  about  that  diftance  to  the  left 
of  the  Englifb. 

Hyder’s  view  in  this  movement, 
was  to  cover  and  fupport  the  great 
attack,  which  he  intended  that 
day  upon  Baillie’s  detachment. 
He  had  already  fent  his  brother- 
in-law,  Meer  Saih,  with  8,000 
horfe,  upon  that  fervice ;  who  being 
gallantly  repulfed  on  the  preceed- 
ing  day,  he,  immediately  after  this 
movement,  difpatched  his  fon.  Tip- 
poo  Saib,  with  6,ooo  regular  in¬ 


fantry,  12  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
r  8,000  cavalry,  the  whole  being 
compofed  of  the  beft  troops  in  his 
army,  to  join  the  former  party,  in 
an  united  and  decifive  attack. 
They  encountered  Col.  Bail-  ^  , 
lie  at  a  place  called  Perim- 
bancum,  where  he  made  the  moft 
mafterly  difpofitions  to  wirhftand 
this  prodigious  fuperiority  of  force. 
After  an  exceedingly  levere  and 
well-fought  adtion,  of  feveral 
hours  continuance,  the  enemy 
were  routed,  and  Baillie  gained 
as  complete  a  victory,  as  a  total 
want  of  cavalry,  and  the  fmallnefs 
of  his  number,  could  poffibly  ad¬ 
mit.  Through  thefe  circumftances 
he  loft  his  baggage ;  and  that  of 
a  number  of  brave  men  was  ine¬ 
vitable.  His  whole  force  did  not 
exceed  three  or  four  battalions  of 
Sepoys,  and  from  one  to  two  com¬ 
panies  of  European  artillery.  The 
event  ftiewed  thefuperioF  excellence 
of  thofe  troops. 

The  conqueror  now  experienc¬ 
ed  a  new  and  ftrange  fituation  of 
things;  being  reduced  to  the  moft 
diftrefling  circumftances  in  the 
arms  of  vidlory.  The  Englifii 
camp  was  within  a  few  miles  j 
but  Hyder’s  whole  army  lay  full 
in  his  way  ;  and,  if  any  advantages 
were  to  be  derived  from  his  pre¬ 
fent  poft,  he  could  not  retain  them 
through  the  want  of  proviftons. 
He  accordingly  difpatched  an  ex- 
prefs  to  the  general  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  fituation  ;  ftating  the 
lols  he  had  fuftained  in  the  late 
adlion,  which  rendered  him  inca¬ 
pable  of  advancing  ;  and  the  im~ 
poffibiiity  of  continuing  where  he 
was.  He  accordingly  urged  the 
neceility,  holding,  out,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fulleft  confidence,  of  his 
being  lpeedily  extricated,  by  the 

arrival. 
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arrival  of  the  army  at  Perimban- 
cum. 

The  general’s  fituation,  upon 
this  occafion,  was  undoubtedly 
very  difficult.  He  found  himfelf 
in  a  dilemma,  where  the  hazard 
and  danger  were  fo  balanced  on 
both  fides,  that  the  determination 
which  to  take.  Teemed  to  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  rather  of  fortune,  than  of  judg¬ 
ment.  The  queftion  was,  whether, 
for  the  purpoie  of  extricating  Bail- 
lie's  detachment,  which  was  to  be 
confidered  as  a  matter  of  abfolute 
neceliity,  he  ffiould,  with  the  very 
inferior  force  under  his  command, 
give  Hyder  every  poilible  advan¬ 
tage  over  him  in  a  general  a&ion,. 
by  advancing  with  the  army  into  a 
flat  and  open  country,  where  the  im- 
menle  cavalry  of  the  enemy  could 
adt  upon  them  on  every  fide  with 
the  utmoft  eft'edt?  Or,  whether  he 
ffiould  endeavour  to  attain  his  ob¬ 
ject  at  lefs  apparent  hazard,  by 
fending  fuch  a  reinforcement  to 
Baillie,  as  would  enable  him  to 
pulh  forward  to  the  camp,  in  de- 
fpite  ol  the  enemy.  In  the  former 
cafe,  befides  the  difadvantage  we 
have  mentioned,  the  army  mutt 
have  abandoned  their  only  pro- 
vifion,  confifting  in  a  pagoda  full 
of  paddy,  which  they  had  collected 
fince  their  arrival.  This  the  ene¬ 
my  would  immediately  have  feized, 
as  well  as  the  poft  of  Conjeveram, 
and  the  ftrong  grounds  which  they 

had  quitted. - Thus  the  army 

would  have  been  equally  deftitute 
of  fhelter,  and  expofed  to  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  fcarving,  upon  its  return  from 
Perimbancum.  Nor  was  the  other 
part  of  the  alternative  without  its 
full  ffiare  of  difficulty,  hazard,  and 
danger. 

"ibis  was,  however,  adopted  ; 
and  Colonel  Fietcher,  an  officer  of 


diftinguiffied  merit,  appointed  with 
a  ftrong  detachment,  compoled  of 
the  flower  and  moft  aCtive  part  of 
the  army,  to  the  relief  of  Baillie. 
The  force  upon  this  expedition, 
confifted  of  the  grenadier  and  light 
infantry  companies  of  Lord  Mac¬ 
Leod’s  highland  regiment,  two 
other  companies  ofTuropean  gre¬ 
nadiers,  one  company  of  Sepoy 
markl'men,  and  ten  companies  of 
Sepoy  grenadiers.  As  their  fecu- 
rity  depended  upon  the  remote- 
net's  and  difficulty  of  their  way* 
as  well  as  the  (ilence  and  fecrecy 
of  their  march,  Fletcher  refufed 
four  fix-pounders  which  were  of¬ 
fered,  and  fet  out  from  the  camp 
at  nine  o’clock  at  night.  Though 
the  men  left  their  knapfacks  be¬ 
hind,  it  was  thought  necelLry  that 
they  ftiould  carry  two  days  rice, 
with  fome  bifcuit  arid  arrack,  to 
provide  againft  the  penury  at  Perim¬ 
bancum. 

Hyder  had  fuch  excellent  intel¬ 
ligence  in  the  Englilb  camp,  that 
he  had  an  early  and  exadft  know¬ 
ledge,  not  only  of  the  defign,  but 
of  the  particular  circumftances  re¬ 
lative  to  Fletcher’s  detachment ; 
the  time,  the  route,  the  number 
and  nature  of  his  troops,  and  even 
their  proceeding  without  artillery, 
were  all  faithfully  communicated 
by  his  fpies.  He  accordingly  lent 
a  ftrong  body  of  forces  to  in¬ 
tercept  and  cut  olf  the  detachment 
on  their  way  j  but  Coi.  Fletcher* 
by  a  Angular  lagacitv,  having  con¬ 
ceived  fome  fufpicion  of  his  guides, 
fuddenly  changed  his  route,  and 
by  a  wide  circuitous  l'weep,  through 
rice-fields  and  fwamps  to  the  right, 
he,  by  that  means,  and  the  cover  of 
the  night,  evaded  the  danger. 

The  late  defeat  of  Meer  and 
Tippoo  Saib,  by  a  force  lb  totally 
[d  ]  z  inferior 
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inferior  in  point  of  number,  had 
greatly  damped  the  fpirit  of  the 
My fore  army;  but  the  account  of 
Fletcher’s  jundlion  with  Baillie, 
fpread  uni  verbal  difmay  through 
their  camp.  The  foreign  officers 
were  particularly  alarmed.  They 
confidered  the  whole  as  a  mafterly 
broke  of  generallhip,  by  which 
the  arrriy  would  be  encloled,  and 
being  attacked  on  both  fides  at 
once,  that  nothing  but  ruin  could 
enlue.  Under  this  impreffion.  Co¬ 
lonel  Lally,  with  mob  of  the  na¬ 
tive  general  officers,  ftrqngly  re- 
mon  ft  rated  with  Ryder,  on  the 
neceffity  of  immediately  breaking 
up  his  camp,  and  repafling  the  Pa- 
laar,  to  avoid  the  immediate  dan¬ 
ger,  which  they  otherwife  confi¬ 
dered  as  inevitable.  Ryder  him- 
felfwas  undetermined  how  to  adl, 
and  fe.emed  to  be  giving  way  to 
the  general  fentiment,  when  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  two  of  his  fpies  from  Con- 
jeveram,  fuddenly  changed  the 
bate  of  things.  The  afi’urances 
given  by  thefe,  that  the  111/  r,g!i!h 
army  was  perfectly  quiet  in  camp, 
and  that  the  fmalleft  preparation 
was  not  making,  nor  in  fadt  any 
defign  of  a  movement  entertain¬ 
ed,  at  once  determined  Ryder’s 
conduct.  'The  Europeans  bill,  to 
a  man,  held  their  former  opinion. 
They  confidered  the  intelligence 
as  too  extraordinary,  and  even  too 
near  an  ‘impoffibility,  to  be  at  all 
credited.  They  accordingly  con¬ 
cluded,  that  the  fpies  had  fold 
Ryder  ;  and  that  his  facility  in 
giving  way  to  the  deception,  had 
rendered  his  ruin  inevitable,  Lal¬ 
ly,  however,  went  once  more  to 
Ryder,  to  urge  the  necelfity  of  fend¬ 
ing  off,  at  any  rate,  the  guns  and 
infantry. 


In  the  mean  time  the  trap  was 
preparing,  and  laid  with  no  (mall 
degree  of  art,  ability,  and  judgment, 
for  the  unfortunate  corps  that  were 
under  the  command  of  Baillie  and 
Fletcher.  The  mob  covert  and 
difficult  ground  on  the  road  which 
they  were  to  pafs,  was  occupied 
and  enfiladed  by  feveral  batteries 
of  cannon  ;  and  as  the  time  and 
circumftances  of  their  march  were 
known,  large  bodies  of  the  beb 
foot  in  Ryder’s  army,  lay  in  am- 
bulcade  on  either  fide  ;  he  himfelf, 
with  almoft  his  whole  force,  being 
in  readinefs  to  fupport  the  attack. 
While  thefe  real  dilpofitions  were 
making,  or  taking  effedt,  which, 
by  degrees,  occupied  all  the  valu¬ 
able  part  of  Ryder’s  army,  a  cloud 
of  irregular  cavalry  were  employed 
in  various  motions  on  the  fide  of 
Conjeveram,  in  order  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  Englifh  camp. 

jub  at  day  light, 

Baillie’s  corps  was  Sept,  ioth. 
perceived-  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  advancing  into  the  very  center 
of  the  toils  which  they  had  laid  for 
them.  They  marched  in  column, 
and  the  firft  notice  they  had  of 
their  danger,  was  the  opening  of 
a  battery  of  twelve  guns,  loaded 
with  grape  (hot,  which  poured  in 
upon  their  right  bank.  In  half  an 
hour,  57  pieces  of  cannon  were 
brought  fo  to  bear,  as  to  penetrate 
into  every  part  of  the  Britifh  line  j 
and  by  7  o'clock  the  adtion  was  be¬ 
come  as  general,  as  fuch  a  handful 
of  men,  engaged  with  fo  vaft  a  hob, 
could  make  it.  Such  a  conflidl  has 
feldom  been  heard  of;  nor  will  the 
example  render  it  common  in  the 
practice.  Surrounded  and  attack¬ 
ed  on  all  fides  by  25,000  cavalry, 
by  thirty  regiments  of  difeiplined 

Sepoy 
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Se.poy  infantry,  befides  Hydcr’s 
European  corps,  and  a  numerous 
artillery,  generally  playing  upon 
them  within  grape  fhot  diftance, 
yet  this  invincible  column  flood 
firm  and  undaunted,  and  repulfed 
every  charge  mad~  by  the  My  fore 
army,  with  a  prodigious  {laughter 
of  their  braved:  men.  Some  Eu¬ 
ropean  gentlemen  who  were  upon 
bufinefs  at  Hyder’s  camp,  and 
thereby  became  fpedterors  of  the 
battle,  while  they  beheld  with 
admiration  the  cool  and  intrepid 
countenance  preferved  by  the  com¬ 
mander,  and  by  his  unequalled 
followers,  were  fill  ftruck  with 
greater  afionilhment,  in  the  midft 
of  all  the  tumult  and  danger  of  fo 
unequal  a  conflict,  to  fee  their  va¬ 
rious  evolutions  performed,  with 
a  precifion  and  fteadinefs,  which 
would  have  gained  applaufe  in  the 
regulated  exercifes  of  a  field  day. 

Col.  Baillie  had  only  ten  pieces 
of  cannon  :  but  thefe  were  fo  ex¬ 
cellently  ferved,  that  they  kept 
up  an  unremitting  fire,  and  made 
great  havock  among  the  enemy 
during  the  whole  engagement. — 
After  a  dubious  conteft  of  three 
hours,  victory  began,  at  half  pad: 
nine  o’clock,  to  declare  for  the 
Englifb  ;  the  flower  of  the  My  fore 
cavalry,  after  many  bloody  re- 
pulles,  were  at  length  entirely  de¬ 
feated,  with  great  daughter,  and 
driven  back  upon  the  main  body  ; 
and  the  right  wing,  compofed  of 
H\  der’s*  bell  forces,  was  thrown 
into  diforder,  and  began  to  give 
way.  Hyder  himfelf,  defpairing 
of  keeping  his  infantry  much 
longer  in  the  field,  prepared  for 
a  retreat.  A  rapid  and  mailed y 
movement,  from  the  right  to  the 
center,  made  at  the  indant  by 
Col.  Baillie,  confirmed  this  dil- 
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pofition,  and  feemed  entirely  to 
decide  the  fortune  of  the  day* 
Orders  were  accordingly  given  to 
Lally  to  draw  off  the  artillery, 
and  to  the  cavalry  to  cover  the 
retreat. 

/U  tills  moment  of  joy,  exulta¬ 
tion,  and  triumph,  as  well  for  un¬ 
hoped  deliverance,  as  f:r  vi&ory, 
on  the  other  fide,  and  of  difappoint- 
ment  and  difmav  on  the  other,  an 

j 

unforefeen  and  unavoidable  mil- 
fortune,  fuddenly  changed  the  for¬ 
tune  of  the  day. 

From  whatever  fatality  it  pro¬ 
ceeded,  the  tumbrils  which  con¬ 
tained  the  ammunition,  fuddenly 
blew  up,  with  two  dreadful  ex- 
plofions,  in  the  center  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  lines.  One  whole  face  cf  their 
column  was  entirely  laid  open,  and 
their  artillery  overturned  and  de- 
liToyed.  Though  the  deftrudion 
cf  men  was  great,  the  total  lofs  of 
ammunition  was  Fill  more  dread¬ 
ful  to  the  furvivcrs,  Tippoo  Saib 
inftantly  caught  the  moment  of 
advantage,  and,  without  waiting 
for  orders,  fell  with  the  utmoft  ra¬ 
pidity,  at  the  head  of  the  Mogul 
and  Carnatic  horfe,  into  the  broken 
fquare,  which  had  not  yet  time  in 
any  degree  to  recover  its  order  or 
form ;  and  the  cavalry  being  fpee- 
dily  followed  by  the  French  corps, 
and  by  the  firft  line  cf  infantry, 
the  fate  of  that  gallant  band  was 
no  longer  doubtful.  After  the 
prodigies  of  valour  which  they  had 
l'o  nobly  exhibited,  the  brave  Se¬ 
poys  were  almoft  to  a  man  cut  to 
pieces. 

Col.  Baillie,  though  already  fe- 
verely  wounded,  rallied  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and  tinder  the  fire  of  the 
whole  immenfe  artillery  of  the 
enemy,  gained  a  little  eminence, 
and  forming  a  new  fquare,  thele 

[£]  3  invin- 
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invincible  relicks  of  the  field, 
without  ammunition,  the  officers, 
lighting  onlv  with  their  fwords, 
and  the  foldiers  with  their  bay¬ 
onets,  and  mod:  of  them  grievoufiy 
wounded,  refilled  and  repulled 
the  enemy  in  thirteen  different  at¬ 
tacks  :  until  at  length,  incapable 
of  with  (landing  the  torrents  of 
freffi  troops  that  were  continually 
pouring  upon  them,  they  were 
borne  down  and  trampled-  under 
foot  by  the  horfe  and  elephants. 

Many  of  the  dill  unconquered 
private  foldiers,  though  cut  down 
and  miferably  wounded,  difdained 
to  accept  of  quarter,  and  as  they 
lay  upon  the  ground,  continued  to 
thru  ft  fiercely  with  their  bayonets 
at  man  and  horfe  that  approached. 
Never  was  reputation  more  highly 
eftabliffied,  or  more  dearly  pur- 
chafed  by  any  army.  This  adtion 
afforded  the  fir  ft  infiance,  in  which 
Sepoys  were  only,  diftinguiffiable 
by  their  colour  from  Europeans  in 
a  hard  and  deiperate  adtion. 

The  lols  on  the  Engliffi  fide 
has  been  variously  eftimated,  from 
3,300,  to  $0 00  Sepoys,  and  from 
five  to  (even  hundred  Europeans. 
The  lower  calculation  is  probably 
neareft  the  truth  j  at  lead  with 
refpedl  to  the  Sepoys.  The  gal¬ 
lant  and  lamented  Col.  Fletcher, 
was  one  of  the  number  of  brave 
Engliffi  officers  who  lay  on  the 
field.  It  is  indeed  a  matter  of  no 
imall  wonder,  that  any  of  them 
could  have  elcaped  the  rage  of 
fuch  a  carnage.  Col.  Baillie,  with 
fomething  about  200  Europeans, 
were,  however,  made  pri loners. 
Lefs  mercy  has  often  been  (hewn, 
in  contiids  of  much  lefs  blood  and 
feverity,  between  Europeans  and 
Chrifcians,  Col.  Baillie,  dript, 
iorely  wounded  in  three  places. 
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and  covered  with  blood,  was 
brought  in  that  condition  before 
Hyder.  The  conqueror,  enraged 
at  his  lols,  and  at  the  lame  time 
intoxicated  by  his  fudden  and  un¬ 
expected  fuccefs,  with  that  rough 
barbarifm  in  war,  which  only  Eu¬ 
ropean  manners  have  yet  been  able 
in  Come  fort  to  fubdue,  is  faid  to 
have  intuited  his  brave  prifoner, 
by  the  haughty  and  imperious 
tone  of  his  exultation.  Baillie, 
difdaining  to  fink  under  misfor¬ 
tune  or  danger,  indignantly  ap¬ 
pealed  to  his  fon,  and  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  officers  who  were  prefent, 
aiding  if  the  victory  was  not  in  his 
hands,  until  he  was  deprived  of 
it  by  a  di (after  which  no  human 
forefight  could  have  prevented  ? 

This  fatal  di (after  is  faid  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  loofe  powder 
which  was  conveyed  in  bags  by 
Col.  Fletcher’s  detachment,  and 
which  there  had  not  been  time  for 
ffiifting  into  proper  packages.  As 
every  thing  relating  to  (o  (ignal 
and  extraordinary  an  adtion  be¬ 
comes  interesting,  it  probably 
will  not  be  thought  too  minute  to 
relate  the  account  given  by  an  Eu¬ 
ropean  refident  of  Hyd^r’s  court 
(who  was  prefent  at  the  action, 
ana  is  faid  to  be  a  military  officer 
of  diftinCtion  in  the  fervice  of  his 
own  qoimtry)  of  the  behaviour  of 
the  pri foners.  This  ingenious  fo¬ 
reigner,  who  feems  to  have  felt 
all  die  fympathy  of  a  brave  man, 
in  the  fate  of  the  troops,  fays 
of  them  Officers  and  men, 

“  fupported  their  misfortune  with 
T  that  haughty,  fullen  fortitude, 
“  which  is  the  charadteriftic  of 
“  their  country.” 

The  Myfore  army  purchafed 
their  vidtory  very  dearly.  The 
daughter  fell  almoft  entirely  upon 

their 
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their  heft  troops  ;  and  is  (aid  to 
have  been  fo  immenfe,  that  if  a 
particular  account  of  the  lofs  could 
be  obtained,  the  amount  would 
appear  incredible.  It  is  likewife 
faid,  that  if  the  Conjeveram  army 
had  come  up,  at  any  time  during 
the  engagement,  previous  to  the 
fatal  event  of  the  tumbrils,  Hyder 
would  not  have  been  able  to  carry 
a  (ingle  gun,  or  a  (ingle  battalion 
off  the  field.  He  appeared  in  the 
tield  mounted  on  an  elephant  ;  and 
it  is  (aid,  was  fired  at  five  times  by 
an  Englifb  artillery  officer,  Hyder 
was  ftill  fo  apprehenfive  of  the 
fuppofed  danger  of  his  (ituation, 
that  only  upon  a  flying  rumour  of 
Sir  Hedtor  Monro’s  army  advanc¬ 
ing  upon  him,  he  precipitately 
abandoned  the  field  of  battle, 
and  retreated,  in  great  confu- 
fion,  to  a  place  called  the  Round 
Wells,  leaving  a  great  part  of  his 
baggage,  and  all  the  wounded  be¬ 
hind.  But  upon  receiving  infor¬ 
mation  there,  that  the  Englifh 
army  had  abandoned  their  artil¬ 
lery,  and  were  retreating  towards 
Chingleput,  he  inftantly  difpatch- 
ed  all  the  frelh  and  irregular  ca- 
valry  in  purfuit,  who  returned 
fuccefsfully,  loaded  with  fpoil, 
and  (Efficiently  incumbered  with 
wounded  prifoners. 

It  appears  that  the  Conjeveram 
army  had  advanced  on  that  unhap¬ 
py  morning  along  the  Trepalfore 
road,  in  order  to  meet  the  expected 
detachments  j  and  that  they  both 
heard  the  firing,  and  law  the 
fmoke,  on  their  left  ;  but  at  too 
great  a  diftance  for  their  coming 
up  before  the  firing  ceafed.  It 
would  feem,  that  no  notion  was 
entertained  of  Hyder’s  advancing 
with  his  whole  armv  to  action ; 
that  the  firing  was  ccnfidered  as 
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proceeding  only  from  the  defultory 
attacks  of  his  cavalry  ;  and  that 
too  great  a  confidence  was  placed 
in  Baillie’s  (uccefs  againft  every 
obftacle.  The  repeated  firing  of 
the  appointed  number  of  fignal 
cannon,  without  any  return  being 
made,  along  with  the  dead  ftill- 
nels  which  on  all  fides  prevailed, 
began  to  afford  lome  melancholy 
prefages  of  di  (after,  (though  no- 
tmng  near  fo  bad  as  it  really  was) 
when,  at  length,  the  arrival  in 
lucceffion  of  two  or  three  wounded 
Sepoys,  who  had  the  fortune 
fingly  to  efcape  from  the  carnage, 
although  their  relation  was  indi- 
ftinft  and  di  drafted,  carried  ftuch 
teftimonials  about  them,  as  left  no 
longer  a  doubt  of  the  fatal  event. 

The  army,  both  officers  and 
men,  Europeans  and  natives,  were 
Aung  with  anger  and  with  grief, 
almoft  to  madnels,  at  the  de- 
flruftion  of  their  friends  and  fel¬ 
lows.  They*  were  accordingly, 
without  regard  to  ftrength  or  con¬ 
dition,  almoft  outrageous  in  their 
defire,  to  take  an  immediate  and 
fevere  revenge  on  the  enemy  : — 
Undoubtedly,  in  that  temper,  ic 
would  have  been  no  eafy  matter 
to  withftand  their  fury.  But  the 
general,  who  was  fully  feniible  of 
the  weaknefs  of  his  force,  and  who 
faw  and  knew  the  critical  (ituation 
of  affairs,  found  it  neceflary  to 
reftram  this  impetuolity.  He  was 
totally  uninformed  as  to  the  ftate 
and  circumftances  of  Hyder’s  ar¬ 
my,  and  ignorant  of  the  great 
lols  they  had  fuftained  in  the  late 
aftion.  His  own  was  too  certain  ; 
he  had  loft  the  flower  of  his  army. 
His  provifions  were  like  wife  within 
a  day  or  two  ol  being  exhaufted  ; 
his  weaknefs,  and  want  of  cavalry, 
rendered  the  procuring  a  fupply 
[  ^  ]  4  im- 
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impraffi cable  ;  his  retreat  was  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  cut  offi,  and  the  army 
might  be  furrourded,  and  obliged, 
through  mere  hunger,  to  furrender 
at  difcretion,  without  ftriking  a 
h’ow.  The  confcquence  would 
be,  the  lofs  of  Madras,  and  of  the 
whole  Carnatic. 

However  diffident  thefe  caufes 
were,  and  however  well  founded 
thofe  deductions  and  meafures 
which  a  role  from  them,  the  greateft 
difeontent  prevailed  in  the  army, 
and  nothing  but  cenfure  and  re¬ 
proach  was  to  be  heard.  This 
temper  and  diipofition  was  fpread 
even  among  the  officers  ;  and  went 
fo  far,  as  it  was  faid,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  all  friendly  intercourfe  be¬ 
tween  the  general  and  the  noble¬ 
man  who  commanded  the  regiment 
belonging  to  the  crown,  which,  as 
we  have  feen,  had  fort  e  time  be¬ 
fore  arrived  from  Europe.  The 
orders  fora  retreat,  for  Epi king  the 
heavy  artillery,  and  defroying  the 
camp  equipage  and  baggage,  n&t 
only  increafed  thefe  difcontents, 
but  are  laid  to  have  produced 
an  unequalled  feene  ot  diforder 
and  confufon.  Such  a  feries  of 
lofs  and  difgrace,  was  new  to  the 
troops,  and  could  ill  be  borne  by 
them.  It  was  impoffible  that  a 
retreat  could  be  well  and  orderly 
conducted  under  fuch  circum- 
ffances  ;  and  to  thefe  are  to  be 
charged  the  lofs  which  the  army 
buffered,  through  the  purfuit  of 
Hyder’s  cavalry,  on  their  return 
to  Chingleput. 

12th.  At  Chingleput,  they 
were  joined  on  the  day  of 
their  arrival,  by  the  forces  which 
Col.  Colby  had  coiiedted  for  the 
enterprize  againft  Hyder’s  con¬ 
voys,  confiding  of  ten  companies 
of  Sepoy  grenadiers,  about  an 


equal  number  of  battalion  and 
ligrht  infantry  comoanies,  with 
two  regiments  of  the  Nabob’s  ca¬ 
valry.  Small  as  this  reinforce¬ 
ment  was,  if  it  could  have  joined 
the  army  before  the  late  misfor¬ 
tune,  a  very  different  face  of  af¬ 
fairs  might  probably  have  appear¬ 
ed.  The  want  of  proyifions 
obliged  the  army  to  proceed  from 
Chingleput  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  Madras,  where  they  were  en¬ 
camped. 

The'terror  and  confjfon  which 
now  reigned  in  the  Carnatic,  may 
be  much  more  ealilv  imagined  than 
defended.  The  danger  feemed 

O 

every  where  immediate  ;  and  Ma¬ 
dras  itielf,  de dilute  as  it  was  of 
provifions,  and  of  moil  or  all  of 
the  necefl aries  effiential  to  defence, 
trembled  under  the  apprehenlion 
of  a  liege.  This  hate  of  difficulty 
and  danger  was  rendered  hill  more 
hopelefs,  by  the  diffentions  which 
prevailed  in  the  government  ;  if 
not  by  its  conduct.  Two  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  {elect  committee  made 
grievous  complaints  of  that  of  the 
majority  ;  and  charged  no  fmall 
degree  of  blame  to  the  infiitution. 
it  id  f ,  which  they  reprefented  as 
being  exceedingly  faulty  in  its 
coniirutlion,  and  pernicious  in  the 
efiett.  I  hey  alledged,  that  it 
threw  lo  much  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  governor,  as  rendered 
him  in  a  great  degree  independent 
of  the  council ;  and  to  this  want 
of  controul  they  attributed  the 
moh  ruinous  confequences$  parti¬ 
cularly  charging  the  late  gover¬ 
nor,  (who  had  iome  fmall  time  be¬ 
fore  the  invafion  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land)  with  withholding  from  them 
the  full  and  perfect  information 
which  he  had  received  at  various 
times,  and  in  iome  inilances  long 

before 
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before  Ivs  departure,  of  Hyder’s 
preparations  and  defigns.  Their 
charges  againft  the  majority  were 
of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe,  for 
a  representation  of  which,  Mr. 
Sadlier  had  been  degraded;  like 
him,  they  laid  all  the  prelent  ca¬ 
lamities  at  their  door.  They  like- 
wile  objected,  in  flrong  terms,  to 
the  difpatches  which  were  theii 
making  up  for  Europe.  A  fa¬ 
vourable  reprelentation  ol  conduct 
and  tranfaftions,  was,  they  laid, 
in  a  certain  degree  allowable ;  but 
a  ftatement  of  things  unlupportable 
by  facts,  was  not  to  be  endured  ; 
nor  could  the  purpole  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  produce  be  of  much 
avail,  as  the  detection,  at  no  great 
diftance  of  time,  would  be  ine¬ 
vitable. 

In  this  feafon  of  diforder,  a  mu¬ 
tinous  lpirit  appeared,  and  great 
d'lturbances  broke  out,  among  the 
Sepoys  in  the  northern  Circars, 
That  order  of  men,  in  general, 
bear  a  mortal  averlion  to  voyages 
by  lea  ;  fo  that  it  requires  not  only 
the  molt  perfedt  dilcipline,  but  a 
ftrong  attachment  to  their  com¬ 
manders,  to  induce  them  to  forego 
a  prejudice,  which  is  founded  as 
much  in  the  peculiar  maxims,  ha¬ 
bits,  and  rites  of  their  religion, 
as  in  their  natural  apprehenfion  of 
an  element  with  which  they  have 
fo  little  acquaintance.  It  being 
now  necelfary  to  draw  fome  of  the 
troops  from  the  northern  Circars, 
and  the  way  by  land  being  im¬ 
practicable,  they  were  ordered  to 
take  their  paifage  by  lea,  which 
the  Sepoys  ablbluteiy  refufmg  to 
comply  with,  the  endeavour  to 
force  them  to  fo  hated  and  dreaded 
an  adventure,  produced  the  dil- 
turbances  we  have  mentioned.  At 
the  prelidency  of  Mazulipatam, 
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the  mutiny  was  quelled,  and  order 
with  difficulty  restored,  through 
the  addrels  of  the  commanding 
officer;  tiie  point  of  embarking 
being,  however,  given  up ;  but 
at  Vizigapatam,  the  Sepoys  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  molt  extreme  out¬ 
rages,  and  after  killing  feveral  of 
their  officers,  made  a  complete 
pi  under  of'  the  place,  the  property 
of  individuals  being  no  more 
fpared  than  that  of  the  company. 
The  revolted  Sepoys  then  marched 
off  in  a  body,  with  their  arms  and 
plunder;  their  farther  defign  be¬ 
ing  not  lefs  alarming,  than  their 
palt  aCts  had  been  prejudicial. 

In  this  ffate  of  danger  and  ge¬ 
neral  dilaffedtion  it  was  no  matter 
of  wonder,  that  Sitteram  Rauze, 
a  man  always  of  bad  character, 
Ihould  now  Ihew  how  unworthy 
he  was  of  the  unaccountable  fa¬ 
vour  which  he  had  lately  met  with 
at  Madras;  but  it  was  fcarcely  to 
be  expected  that  his  elde't  brother, 
at  whole  expence  Sitteram  had 
been  placed  in  great  opulence, 
authority,  and  poffeliion,  (although 
his  direct  reverie  in  every  thing) 
Ihould  fo  far  forget  the  recent 
wrong,  as  to  give,  in  this  trying 
feafon,  a  lignal  proof  of  his  fide¬ 
lity.  Whiift  Sitteram  kept  at  a 
diftance,  and  evaded  giving  any 
affiftance  towards  the  prefer vati on 
of  the  country,  which  under  the 
example  of  the  Sepoys,  and  the 
diffatisfadtfon  of  the  people,  was 
on  the  point  of  throwing  off  all 
allegiance  to  the  company,  the  in¬ 
jured  Vizeram  Rauze  immediately 
collected  the  troops  of  his  remain¬ 
ing  zemindary,  and  with  the  vigo¬ 
rous  alliltance  of  another  zemiudar, 
in  fimilar  circuinilances,  who  had 
likewile  loll  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
his  poffeffions,  the  mutineers  were 

purfued 
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purfued  with  fiich  fpirit  and  effed, 
that  after  confiderable  lofs,  they 
were  not  only  obliged  to  difperle, 
but  to  abandon  thejr  arms,  and 
much  of  their  plunder. 

While  the  presidency  of  Madras 
were  thus  in  every  degree  diftrefted 
at  home,  their  fettlements  on  the 
Malabar  Coaft  were  fo  llraitened 
and  endangered  by  the  enemy, 
and  the  troops  lo  much  wanted  in 
the  Carnatic,  that  a  refolution 
was  palfed,  for  abandoning  the 
antient  fettlement  and  important 
poft  of  Tellicherry  ;  being  thus 
reduced  to  the  lad  necellity  of  a 
dereliction  of  fome  of  their  polftef- 
fons,  in  order  to  be  the  better  en¬ 
abled  to  preferve  the  reft.  Thro’ 
a  fubfequent  change  of  circum- 
flances,  Tellicherry  was  fortu¬ 
nately  preferved  ;  the  garrifon  be¬ 
ing  relieved  by  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  who  conveyed  a  rein¬ 
forcement  to  them  from  Bombay. 
They  likewife  difpatched  a  letter 
to  Bombay,  ftating  the  urgent 
necellity  they  were  under  for  the 
ftpeedy  return  of  the  troops  which 
had  been  lent  to  fupport  General 
Goddard  in  the  Guzerat  war. 
And  the  prefidency  renewed  their 
applications  to  Bengal,  in  Hill 
more  prelfmg  terms,  for  fpeedy 
fupplies  of  money  and  of  troops. 
This  was  enforced  by  a  letter  from 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  who,  be¬ 
tides  ftating  the  imminent  danger 
of  the  Carnatic,  intreated,  in  the 
mpft  urgent  manner,  the  governor 
general  and  codncil,  to  lay  alide 
*  all  plans  agaiiift  the  Marattas,  and 
to  diredt  their  force  and  attention 
to  oppofe  Hyder  and  the  French, 
who  were  undoubtedly  acting  in 
concert.  The  arrival  of  a  French 
force  from  the  iilands  was  at  this 
time  hourly  expected. 


The  prefent  misfortunes,  along 
with  the  necellity  of  fuccour  from 
Bengal,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
the  Nizam’s  joining  Hyder  Ally, 
ferved  all  together  at  this  time,  to 
quicken  the  determination  of  the 
prefidency  on  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Guntoor  Circar ;  which  had  been 
l'o  long  delayed,  and  productive  of 
fo  much  altercation  with  the  fu- 
preme  council.  Orders  were  ilfued 
for  reftoring  that  Circar  to  Bazalet 
Jung,  as  well  as  for  withdrawing 
the  Nabob’s  managers ;  and  thefe 
were  followed  by  letters  to  that 
prince  and  to  his  bro¬ 
ther.  In  that  to  the 
Nizam,  befides  informing  him  of 
a  tranl'adion  which  he  had  fo  much 
at  heart  as  the  reftoration  of  the 
Circar,  they  lamented  the  long 
difappointment  they  found  to  their 
hopes,  of  being  able  to  pay  him 
their  arrears  of  the  pefculh  due  for 
the  other  Circars ;  but  hoped  he 
would  believe  their  alfurances, 
that  they  would  negled  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  future  of  making 
good  the  balances  ;  and  fatif- 
fadion  being  given  on  that  point, 
they  exprelfed  a  confident  hope, 
44  that  his  highnefs  would  ad  ac- 
44  cording  to  the  treaties  fubfifting 
44  between  him  and  the  company, 
44  and  endeavour  to  the  utmoft  of 
44  his  power  to  check  the  defigns 
44  of  their  enemies.” 

Hyder,  as  loon  as  his  army  had 
recovered  the  eifeds  of  their  late 
vidory,  prepared  to  renew  the 
fiege  of  Arcot.  That  place,  ex- 
clulive  of  its  being  the  Nabob’s 
capital,  was  of  the  greateft  im¬ 
portance  to  both  lides  *,  from  its 
being  nothing  lels  than  a  prodigi¬ 
ous  ma  gazine,  and  of  ail  manner  oft 
ftores,  provifions,  and  necelftaries„ 
arid  that  in  fo  ample  a  degree,  as 

v  ro 
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ro  be  squal  to  the  fupport  if  not 
the  equipment  of  a  large  army  ; 
and  its  being  befides  fo  capacious, 
as  to  afford  cover  and  fecurity  as 
well  as  fubfiftence.  It  was  defend¬ 
ed  by  about  7,000  of  the  Nabob’s 
people,  of  all  forts,  in  arms,  and 
about  150  of  the  company’s  Eu¬ 
ropean  infantry  and  artillery,  with 
a  few  companies  of  their  Sepoys. 
The  place  feemed  capable  of  a 
long  defence,  at  lead;  againil  an 
Indian  army  ;  but  befides  the  little 
dependance  that  was  to  be  placed 
on  the  Nabob’s  people,  Elyder’s 
army  was  now  become  truly  for¬ 
midable  even  in  fieges.  His  bell 
troops,  and  thefe  were  fufHciently 
numerous,  were  compofed  prin¬ 
cipally  of  deferters  from  the  com¬ 
pany  and  the  Nabob’s  fervice, 
who  had  been  trained  up  and  dif- 
ciplined  by  Englifh  officers.  His 
approaches  were  accordingly  con¬ 
ducted  with  luch  regularity,  his 
attacks  fo  well  fupported,  and  his 
artillery  fo  well  fetved,  as  could 
not  but  greatly  furprize  the  Eu¬ 
ropeans  in  garrifon;  who  were 
particularly  altonilbed,  and  no  lefs 
difheartened,  at  the  facility  with 
which  his  batteries  difmounted 
their  cannon. 

In  the  mean  time,  his  cavalry 
were  fo  thoroughly  mailers  of  the 
country,  that  even  in  the  camp 
near  Madras,  the  troops  could  not 
venture  two  miles  from  their  en¬ 
trenchments  ;  and  fuch  was  the 
difaffettion  that  prevailed  in  the 
Nabob’s  garrifons,  that  feveral  of 
his  forts  were  lurrendered  to  par¬ 
ties  of  the  enemy’s  horfe,  without 
the  tiring  of  a  fingle  ihot  on  either 
fide.  Nor  was  it  among  the 
fmallefl  evils  or  misfortunes  of  the 
prelent  time,  that  the  government 
had  become  fo  generally  odious  to 
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the  people  as  to  have  it  fuppofed, 
that  there  was  fcarcelv  a  native 
from  one  end  of  the  Carnatic  to 
the  other,  who  did  not  wiffi  fuc- 
cefs  to  Hyder’s  arms. 

The  government  of  Bengal  were 
fo  little  Tatis fied  with  the  pall,  and 
placed  fo  little  confidence  in  the 
future  conduCt  of  Madras,  that 
they  did  not  think  it  fitting,  upon 
the  firft  account  which  they  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  invafion,  to  take  any 
immediate  meafures  towards  their 
relief;  confidering  it  as  better  to 
wait  for  fuch  further  information, 
as  would  not  only  enable  them  to 
afeertain  the  degree  of  alhftance 
that  was  really  necefiary,  but  like- 
wife  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  as 
lhould  infure  its  right  application. 

But  when  accounts  were  receiv¬ 
ed  of  the  fevere  blow  luftained  in 
the  lofs  of  Col.  Baillie’s  detach¬ 
ment,  and  of  the  danger  and  ruin 
which  involved  the  whole  Car¬ 
natic,  the  moll  vigorous  meafures 
of  relief  were  immediately  adopt¬ 
ed  ;  to  which,  how'ever,  the  mon- 
l’oon  leafon  then  prevailing  was  a 
great  impediment.  A  confider- 
able  reinforcement  cf  European 
troops  by  lea,  with  a  fupply  of 
fifteen  lacks  of  rupees  in  money, 
was  immediately  reiblved  ;  and  as 
the  repugnance  of  the  Sepoys  to  all 
expeditions  on  that  'element  was 
too  llrong  to  be  fafely  meddled 
with,  it  was  determined,  as  loon 
as  the  leafon  and  roads  would  ad¬ 
mit,  to  lend  a  llrong  body  of  thofe 
forces  to  the  relief  of  the  Carnatic 
by  land.  But  this  being  a  mea- 
fure  of  much  doubt,  delay  and 
difficulty,  no  great  reliance  was 
probably  placed  on  its  luccels. 
For  the  route  of  the  Sepoys,  in 
their  way  to  the  northern  Circars, 
was,  of  neceliity,  through  Moo- 
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d'cijee  Boofla’s  territories  in  the 
province  of  Orilfa  ;  and  that 
prince's  difpofition  was  net  only 
doubtful,  but  bis  fon  was  then 
advanced  with  a  ftrong  army  to  the 
borders  of  Bengal,  and  lay  in  the 
Cuttack,  full  in  the  courfe  which 
they  fhould  pafs,  with  views  ap¬ 
parently  hoftile.  Me  a  fur  es  were 
at  the  fame  time  taken  by  the  fu- 
preme  council,  for  a  plentiful  fup- 
ply  of  grain,  as  loon  as  it  could 
be  done,  to  Madras  ;  and  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  faked  provifions  were  di¬ 
rect!  v  ('em,  to  provide  againft  the 
n’eceilifies  of  a  hege,  if  fo  unex¬ 
pected  an  extremity  fhould  pofiibly 
occur. 

But  all  the  hopes  of  the  fupreme 
council,  for  retrieving  the  BritiPu 
affairs  on  the  coafr  of  Coromandel, 
were  centered  in  the  abilities  and 
fervices  of  that  experienced  and 
diftinguifbed  officer.  General  Sir 
Eyre  Coote  5  who  was  then  a 
member  of  their  own  body,  as 
well  as  commander  in  chief  ol  all 
the  forces,  in  India.  It  was  urged 
in  council,  that  the  danger  im-  ‘ 
pending  on  the  company’s  interests 
in  the  Carnatic  might  be  eafiiy  re¬ 
pelled,  even  by  its  own  immediate 
force,  if  that  were  properly  ap¬ 
plied  and  conducted. - But  that 

it  did  not  appear  to  have  been  pro¬ 
perly  applied,  nor  could  it  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  He  properly  Conducted, 

44  unieds  Sir  Eyre  Coote  would  at 

44  this  cribs  hand  forth,  and  vin- 
r  .  .  . 

44  dicate,  in  h rs  oyvn  perfon,  the 
44  rights  and  honour  of  the  Britifh 
44  arms.” 

A  refolution  was  accordingly1 
palled,  to  intreat  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
to  take  upon  him  the  command  of 
the  army,  and  the  application  of 
the  rheans  for  the  relief  and  deli¬ 
verance  of  the  Carnatic  ;  a  requi- 


fition  with  which,  notwithftandl- 
ing  die  badnefs  of  the  feafon,  and 
the  precarious  hate  of  his  health, 
he  immediately  complied.  Doubts 
being  then  fuggehed,  and  the 
quehion  agitated,  upon  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  entrufting  fo  large  a  fum 
of  money  as  15  lacks  of  rupees  to 
the  management  of  thofe,  whofe 
mifapplication  and  wake  had,  it 
was  alledged,  brought  on  their 
own  prefen t  necehities  and  dan¬ 
ger.',  it  was  refolved,  that  the  trea¬ 
sure  fhould  be  configned  to  the  care 
of  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  and  by  him,  to 
be  appropriated  excluiively  to  mi¬ 
litary  fervices-;  with,  however,  a 
diferetionary  authority  in  the  ge¬ 
neral,  of  advancing  any  part  of  it 
on  the  requisition  of  the  prefi- 
dent  and  leledt  committee  of  Fort 
St.  George,  but  being  himfelf  to 
determine  on  the  expediency  of  the 
meafure. 

The  fupreme  council  communi¬ 
cated  both  to  the  prefidency  of 
Madras,  and  to  Sir  Edward  Hughes, 
an  early  account  of  the  mea  lures 
of  relief  which  they  were  taking  ; 
together  with  an  affiukmce  of  their 
difpofition  to  a  peace  with  the  Ma- 
rai-tas,  and  their  determination  to 
make  Ipeedv  propofals  for  that  pur¬ 
pose.  Upon  this  head  they  were, 
however,  more  full  with  that  ad¬ 
miral  than  with  the  prefidency,  as 
an  anlwer  to  the  letter  which  he 
had  fo  lately  written  upon  the  fub- 
je&  ;  they  alfo  requelled,  that  he 
would,  i!  pohible,  direct  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  his  Iquadron  againft  Hy- 
der's  ports  and  Flipping  on  the  Ma¬ 
labar  coaft. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  voyage  was 
unufually  lliort  and  favourable, 
for  the  feafon,  he  being  only  23 
days  on  his  paffiage  from  Calcutta 
to  Madras^  where  he  arrived  on 

the 
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the  t; th  of  November.  He  brought 
with  him  two  hundred  European 
artillery,  fix  companies  of  infantry., 
one  of  volunteers,  and  between  fix 
and  feven  hundred  Lafcars.  With 
this  reinforcement,  more  confider- 
able  indeed  from  the  intrinfic  va¬ 
lue  of  the  troops  than  their  num¬ 
ber,  the  whole  force  which  he 
could  collect:  in  two  months  time 
at  the  Mount,  (where  he  encamp¬ 
ed)  fcarcely  exceeded  7,000  men. 
The  monl'oon  afforded  a  feafonable 
colour  for  inaction,  with  an  army 
which  was  in  every  refpedt  inca¬ 
pable  of  taking  the  field.  The 
protection  of  Madras  was  the  ut- 
moft,  in  the  prefen t  fate  of  things, 
that  could  be  hoped  for. 

The  city  of  Arcot  had  been 
taken  by  affault  a  few  days  before 
the  arrival  of  the  general  ;  and  the 
fort  or  citadel,  which  was  capable 
of  a  long  defence,  was  given  up 
three  days  alter.  Hy- 
der,  v/ho  fieems  to  have 
been  feldom  deficient  in  fuiting 
his  conduCt  to  the  occafion,  what¬ 
ever  that  might  be,  difplayed  an 
extraordinary  degree  of  humanity 
and  kindnels  to  the  prifoners  taken 
in  Arcot.  Thel'e  found  means  to 
inform  their  countrymen  in  the 
fort,  of  the  generous  treatment  and 
kindnefs  which  they  had  experi¬ 
enced  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  extolled  the  conqueror,  to¬ 
tally  condemning  their  folly  and 
obftinacy,  in  fruitlefsiy  refilling 
the  arms  of  fo  great  and  excellent  a 
prince.  The  confequeece  was, 
that  all  the  SepO)  s  to  a  man  de¬ 
ferred  the  fort  in  the  night,  and 
went  over  to  Hyder,  leaving  their 
European  officers  to  provide  for 
themtelves  as  they  might  ;  who 
were  accordingly  obliged  to  fur- 
render  the  place  and  tkemlclves. 


Nov.  3d 


It  was  undoubtedly  the  dilaf- 
feCHon  of  the  Nabob’s  people, 
which  occafioned  the  continual 
differences  that  prevailed  between 
them  and  the  Europeans  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  liege  ;  and  to 
both  caules  may  be  attributed  their 
afterwards  charging  them  with 
the  lofs  of  the  place,  when,  being 
prifoners,  they  were  equally  inca¬ 
pable  of  knowing  the  charge,  and 
of  making  any  defence  if  they  had. 
That  Arcot  was  loft  through  their 
own  treachery,  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  for  believing ;  and  if  others 
were  wanting,  Hyder’s  taking  the 
Nabob’s  principal  officer  there  into 
his  l'ervice  and  particular  confix 
dence,  immediately  after  the  cap¬ 
ture,  might  be  confidered  as  no 
ilfght  evidence.  Indeed  it  had 
Hipped  (with  more  inadvertence 
than  could  have  been  well  ex¬ 
pected)  from  Hyder  long  before, 
that  he  had  full  information  ol  the 
molt  fecret  tranlkctions  of  the  Na¬ 
bob’s  court. 

In  two  days  after  the  general’s 
arrival  at  Madras,  he  took  his 
feat,  as  fecond,  in  the  council, 
and  produced  the  orders  which  lie 
had  conveyed  from  the  lupreme 
government  of  Bengal,  for  the 
fulpenfion  of  Mr.  Whitehiil,  the 
prefident.  This  meafure  princi¬ 
pally  proceeded  from  his  obltinate 
perfeverance  in  thofe  tranfaftions 
relative  to  Bazalet  Jung  and  the 
Guntoor  Circar,  which  had  lo 
much  alienated  the  Nizam  from 
the  company’s  interefts  ;  notwith- 
llanding  the  long  repeated  in¬ 
junctions  of  the  lupreme  council 
to  the  contrary.  That  gentleman 
now  totally  difclaimed,  and  pro- 
tefted  againft,  the  authority  of  the 
lupreme  council,  to  deprive  him  of 
his  office  of  prefident  and  gover¬ 
nor  ; 
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nor;  and  held  every  member  of  the 
adminiftration,  who  ffiould  fub- 
mit  to  it  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
to  be  anfwerable  to  the  company 
for  the  fubverfion  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  him,  for  any  iofs  he 
might  luftain  iri  his  perfort  or  li¬ 
berty.  The  fufpenfioft  was  how¬ 
ever  confirmed  by  a  majority  of 
the  council  ;  and  the  late  pre- 
fident  affumed  a  merit  from  that 
moderation,  which  induced  him 
to  prevent  the  evils  of  a  civil  war 
by  fubmitting.  Mr.  Smith,  as 
next  to  the  chair,  fucceeded  to 
the  government. 

The  filiation  of  affairs  in  the 
Carnatic,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote’s  arrival,  was  fo  deplorable, 
as  far  to  exceed  all  report  and  ima¬ 
gination  upon  the  l'ubjeCt  ;  and 
the  unaccountable  neglect  which 
had  marked  every  department  of 
adminiftration,  feemed  rather  the 
effeCt  of  fome  fatality,  than  of  in-^ 
dolence  or  weaknefs*  That 

t  O 

neral  obferves  in  his  letters  to  the 
directors,  as  well  as  to  fome  of  the 
principal  officers'  of  the  ftate,  that 
the  lame  inactivity  and  bad  policy 
which  had  operated,  in  not  col¬ 
lecting  the  troops,  in  the  defeCt  of 
every  kind  of  preparation,  in  leav¬ 
ing  the  paftes  open  to  Hyder’s  en¬ 
trance,  and  in  1b  many  other  ru¬ 
inous  inftances,  were  ftill  preva¬ 
lent  at  the  time  of  his  arrival  ; 
and  that  what  ought  to  have  been 
their  firft  care,  lay  as  much  neg- 
lcCted  as  if  no  enemy  had  been 
near.  That  even  the  necefiary 
arrangements  for  the  fecumy  of 
Fort  St.  George,  the  very  founda¬ 
tion  of  our  exiftence  on  that  coaft, 
had  not  been  made  ;  that  no  pains 
had  been  taken,  to  repair  the  flat¬ 
tered  condition  of  the  very  fmall 


army  that  remained  for  their  de¬ 
fence  ;  that  the  field  artillery  re- 
quifite  for  a  campaign,  was  fo  far 
from  being  in  readinefs,  that  the 
carriages  were  then  making  up. 
That  the  troops  were  difpirited, 
the  Sepoys  deferting,  the  country 
defolated,  the  inhabitants  treache¬ 
rous,  all  communications  cut  off- 
their  proviflons  consumed,  and 
their  refources  exhaufted.  That 
the  Nabob,  fo  far  from  being  able 
to  give  alliftance  in  this  exigency, 
had  neither  men,  money,  or  in¬ 
fluence,  and  looked  up  to  the 
company  for  the  fupport  of  his 
interefts  and  credit.— After  dating 
the  dangerous  and  ruinous  conduCt 
which  had  been  purfued  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  Pondicherry,  (the  effects 
of  which  will  appear)  he  obferv.es, 
that  to  all  the  difadvantages,  ari- 
flng  from  thefe  misfortunes,  and 
from  the  mifconduCt  of  '•govern- 
anent,  on  one  fide,  Ihould  be  added, 
the  increase  of  fuperiority  to  the 
enemy,  ariling  from  his  good  po¬ 
licy,  as  well  as  from  the  ftrength 
and  fuccefs  of  his  arms  5  “  for, 
(t  that  Hyder  had  taken  every 
meafure  which  could  occur  to 
“  the  moft  experienced  general, 
<e  to  diftrefs  us,  and  to  render 
himfelf  formidable  *-  and,  that 
({  his  conduCt  in  his  civil  capacity 
e‘  had  been  fupported  by  a  degree 
£<  of  political  addrefs,  unequalled 
by  any  power  that  had  yet  ap- 
peared  in  Hindoftan.” 

Such  was  the  enemy,  with  whom 
the  Eaff-India  Company  were  now 
engaged  in  fo  arduous  a  conteft  i 
and  Inch  was  part  of  a  picture  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic,  drawn, 
upon  the  fpot,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
year  17 ho,  by  Sir  Eyre  Coote. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


Sir  Eyre  Coolers  defign  of  relieving  the  be  firmed  fortreffe s,  confirmed  In  the 
opinion  oj  the  council  of  war,  and  the  approbation  of  the  feted  committee . 
Hyder  raijes  the  fege  of  Wandewajh ,  and  retires  with  precipitation,  on 
the  approach  of  the  Bntifh  army .  Che  other  beleaguered  places  relieved 
and  j applied.  Dangers  ari ftng  from  the  perfidy  of  the  French  at  Pondh 

ch  y  obviated,  by  the  Generates  di farming  the  inhabitants,  deflroyiag 
tl  boats,  and  removing  their  magazines  from  Carangolly.  Hyder*  s 

Jhipping  defrayed  in  his  own  ports  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes .  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marches  to  Porto  Novo,  to  frufirate  the  enemy*  s  deftgn  on  T rite  hi- 
napoli.  Hydes  *s  immenje  force.  Numberlefs  difficulties  which  the  Englifh 
General  had  to  fur  mount .  Grand  battle  On  the  if  of  July.  Hyder*  s 
Vo) I  hof,  after  a  very  long  and  obfinate  engagement,  defeated .  Hyder 
retreats  towards  Arcot,  and  CI ippoo  Sail)  raijes  the  fege  of  H^andewafb, 
Englifb  General  marches  to  the  northward,  and  forms  a  junction  with  the 
forces  from  Bengal.  Tabes  Trepaffiore ,  defeats  Hyder,  in  a  hard  and 
difficult  conflict,  on  the  2  Jth  oj  Augufl .  Dejeats  him  a.  third  time  on  the 
27 th  of  September.  Succeeding  actions,  in  which  the  Englifb  army  is 
conflqndy  victorious.  Dutch  fettlements  on  the  if  and  of  Sumatra  fubdued. 
Sir  Edward  Hughes,  and  General  Sir  He  dor  Monro,  beflege  Negapatam 
by  fea  and  land.  Place  furrendered,  upon  conditions.  The  Admiral 
proceeds  to  the  if  and  of  Ceylon,  and  takes  the  Dutch  forts  and  fettle  ment  of 
Trincamale. 


AMONG  the  good  confe- 
quences  which  attended  Sir 
Eyre  Coote’s  coming  to  take  the 
command  in  the  Carnatic,  the 
unanimity  which  from  thence  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  government  was  far 
from  being  the  lead:.  The  coun¬ 
cil  were  unanimous  in  his  fup- 
port,  and  wifely  committed  the 
whole  conduct  and  management 
of  the  war,  without  referve,  into 
his  hands.  An  appearance  of  vi¬ 
gour,  in  defpite  of  weakness,  and 
of  all  the  wretched  circumftances 
of  affairs,  accordingly  took  place 
in  every  department  ;  and  the 
enemy,  imprelfed  with  a  fenle  of 
the  general’s  fame  and  military 
abilities,  became  more  guarded  in 
their  conduct. 


Hyder’s  army  was  by  this  time 
prodigiouily  augmented;  his  force* 
within  the  Carnatic,  was  fuppofed 
far  to  exceed  a  hundred  thoufand 
men  ;  and  lome  accounts  went  fb 
far,  as  to  eftimate  his  matchlock 
men,  and  irregular  infantry  onlv, 
at  not  lets  than  80,000.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  army  at  Madras, 
the  neceffity  by  which  he  knew  it 
was  tied  down  to  the  protection 
of  that  place,  together  with  the 
multitude  of  his  own  troops,  en¬ 
couraged  and  enabled  Hyder,  after 
the  taking  of  Arcot,  to  lay  fiege, 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  to  leve- 
ral  of  the  principal  fortrelfes  in  the 
Carnatic. 

Few  generals  have  had  a  more 

O 

difficult  game  at  play,  or  a  greater 

ffake 
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flake  depending,  than  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  at  this  juncture.  His 
whole  force  did  net  exceed  7,000 
men.  Yet  with  what  may  be 
comparatively  called  a  ha  dful  of 
men,  his  dependence  was  Co  great 
on  the  goodnefs  of  the  troops,  and 
upon  his  own  ability,  that  in  any 
lefs  critical  Hate  of  war,  he  would, 
without  hesitation,  have  met  Idy- 
der’s  vafl  ho  ft  in  the  field.  But 
every  thing  was  now  at  flake.  The 
fate  of  Madras,  of  the  Britifh  in- 
terefts  in  the  Carnatic,  and  per¬ 
haps  in  all  India,  to  the  very 
exiftence  of  the  Englifh  name,  be¬ 
ing  wrapt  up  in  that  of  the  fmall 
army  he  commanded,  a  greater 
degree  of  connderation  became 
necelfary.  And,  bdides  the  prin¬ 
cipal  danger  of  any  misfortune  to 
the  army,  it  was  forefeen  that 
Madras  itfelf  might  be  ex  poled 
during  its  abfence,  however  fuc- 
cefsful  he  might  be  in  relieving 
the  befieged  lortreftes.  The  mul- 
ti tude  of  Hyder’s  troops,  enabled 
him  to  make  detachments  to  any 
amount,  and  the  celerity  of  his 
numerous  irregular  cavalry,  laid 
all  parts  open  to  their  fudden  en- 
terprize  ;  while  his  main  army 
inftead  cf  being  weakened,  was 
rendered  more  manageable  by  de¬ 
taching. 

In  thefe  critical  circumftances, 
and  under  fuch  a  weight  of  danger 
and  of  perfonai  refponllbility,  the 
general  thought  it  wife  and  ne- 
ceftary,  to  take  all  the  counfel 
which  it  was  in  his  power  to  ob¬ 
tain  ;  his  own  opinion  going 
ftrongly,  under  a  full  lenfe  of  ail 
the  pollible  confequence,  to  the 
relief  of  thefe  fortreftes,  which 
were  the  moft  important,  and  in 
the  greateft  danger.  He  accord¬ 


ingly  drew  a  fhort  but  compre- 
henfive  fketch  of  the  prefent  fitu- 
ation  of  things  in  writing,  fully 
Hating  the  value,  importance,  and 
refpedtive  danger  of  the  objects  in 
view,  the  degree  of  hope  and  ap- 
prehenfion  to  which  the  propoled 
mealure  of  relief  would  be  liable, 
with  his  own  opinion  upon  the 
whole  ;  and  calling  a  council  of 
war,  compofed  of  Sir  Hedtor  Mon¬ 
ro,  Lord  Macleod,  and  Brigadier 
General  Stuart,  laid  it  before 
them,  defiring,  that  after  the  moft 
mature  confideration,  they  would 
give  their  feparate  opinions  in 
writing  upon  the  fubjedt. 

Vellore,  Wandew'afh,  Perma- 
coil,  and  Chingleput,  were  the 
places  befieged  ;  the  firft,  from 
its  fituation  and  ftrength,  afforded 
no  caufe  of  immediate  apprehen- 
lion,  excepting  from  the  treachery 
of  the  garrilon  ;  but  feme  of  the 
others  were  in  imminent  danger  ; 
and  as  they  contained  large  ma¬ 
gazines  of  provifions,  the  fupply 
of  the  enemy  in  that  refpedt,  as 
well  as  with  their  artillery  and 
ftores,  would  have  been  a  two-fold 
prejudice.  It  was  remarkable  in 
the  ftatement  upon  this  fubjedt 
prefented  by  the  general,  that  he 
obferved,  as  a  known  fadt,  that 
they  had  not  only  Hyder,  but  the 
whole  Carnatic  to  combat  againft  ; 
io  that  they  could  not  hope  for 
the  fnialleft  aftiftance,  in  any  part 
of  the  road  through  which  they 
were  to  march,  or  of  the  country 
which  they  might  enter  :  and  he 
informs  them,  that  the  treachery 
of  one  of  the  Nabob’s  renters,  in 
endeavouring  to  betray  Vellore  to 
the  enemy,  having  been  fortu¬ 
nately  di (covered  by  the  com¬ 
mander  of  that  garrifon,  he  had 

ordered 
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ordered  him  to  he  put  in  irons  ; 
hoping,  he  faid,  “  that  he  might 
(i  he  inftrumental  to  the  difco- 
“  very  of  thofe  dark  deligns, 
“  which  he  had  long  fufpeCted 
“  to  exift  in  the  court  of  a  native 
“  power,  living  under  the  very 
“  walls  of  our  garrifon  of  Port  St. 
<c  George.” 

The  three  general  officers  coin¬ 
cided  entirely  in  opinion  with  Sir 
Evre  Coote,  for  the  march  of  the 
army  to  the  relief  of  the  belieged 
places ;  and  as  Wandewafh  was  in 
immediate  and  imminent  danger, 
and  it  was  expected  that  Hyder 
would  collect  his  whole  force,  and 
ule  his  utmoft  efforts,  to  prevent 
their  palling  the  river  Palaar, 
which  lay  in  their  way  to  that 
place,  Sir  HeCtor  Monro,  fo  far 
from  being  difcouraged  by  that 
circumstance,  declared  there  was 
nothing  more  to  be  wifhed  than 
the  bringing  him  to  a  general 
aCtion ;  at  the  fame  time  gene- 
roufly  declaring  his  confidence, 
that  the  army  would  be  fuccefsful 
under  its  prefent  leader.  Upon 
the  fame  ground,  he  did  not  wifh 
that  the  commander  in  chief 
ffiould  be  fettered  bv  a  refolution, 
for  the  immediate  return  of  the 
army  to  the  protection  of  Madras, 
when  the  intended  fervice  was 
performed ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
that  it  ffiould  be  left  entirely  to 
his  own  difcretion  to  aCt  in  that 
refpect,  as  future  information 
might  indicate,  or  circumftances 
point  out. 

So  nice,  notwithflanding,  was 
the  caution  of  the  general  in  this 
critical  and  momentous  bufinefs, 
that  he  departed  from  the  eftab- 
liffied  military  rule  in  fuch  cafes, 
by  laying  the  whole  proceedings 
of  the  council  of  war  before  the 
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felecl  committee,  defiring  their 
advice  upon  the  fubjeCt;  a  mea- 
lure,  however  irregular  and  un~ 
ufual,  which  could  not  fail  effec¬ 
tually  to  rivet  their  confidence  in 
him.  The  event  was  a  full  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  opinion  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  of  war. 

Sir  Evre  Coote  marched  at  the 
head  of  the  army  from  the  en¬ 
campment  at  the  mount,  to  the 
relief  of  Wandewafh,  r  , 

in  the  beginning  Gf  Jan*  1 
the  year. c Hyder  Ally, 
upon  the  fir  ft  account  of  his  ap¬ 
proach,  not  only  raifed  the  fiege 
of  Wandewafh  with  precipitation, 
but  abandoned  all  the  others  in  the 
fame  manner ;  and  fo  far  from 
meeting  the  Engliffi  army  in  the 
field,  or,  oppoling,  as  was  ex¬ 
pected,  their  paffing  the  Palaar, 
retired  with  his  whole  force  to 
a  cautious  and  guarded  diftance. 
Thus  the  beleaguered  places  were 
not  only  relieved  and  providedj, 
and  other  garrifons  that  were  weak 
and  expofed  reinforced,  but  a 
great  extent  of  country  was  re¬ 
covered,  and  a  new  frontier  form¬ 
ed  ;  and  from  hence.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  continuing  to  keep  the  field, 
and  prepared  every  where  to  look 
the  enemy  in  the  face,  provided 
as  effectually  for  the  fecurity  of 
Madras,  as  if  the  army  had  been 
encamped  under  its  walls.  So 
fudden  a  change  in  the  face  of  a£- 
fairs,  redored  the  lpirit  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  troops,  both  Euro¬ 
pean  and  native,  and  prepared 
them  for  every  exertion  which  their 
commander  might  require. 

The  perfidy  of  the  French  in¬ 
habitants  of  Pondicherry,  who 
had  been  treated  with  unexampled 
lenity  and  tendernefs  fince  the  re¬ 
duction  of  that  place,  had  con- 

[FJ  tributed 
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tributed  greatly  to  increafe  the 
alarm  and  confufion  of  the  Car¬ 
natic.  Thefe  people,  hefides  the 
fulled  protection  in  the  pofieffion 
and  enjoyment  of  their  houfes  and 
eilates,  and  the  mod  liberal  con- 
druftion  of  the  articles  of  capi¬ 
tulation  in  their  favour,  were  even 
admitted  to  the  rights  of  fubjefts, 
and  to  truffick  under  the  Fngdifli 

_  O 

flag;  The  fortifications,  and  the 
powder  magazine,  had  been  alone 
demoliihed ;  in  all  other  refpefts, 
the  town,  port,  and  public  build¬ 
ings,  were  left  in  their  former 
date. 

Upon  the  commencement  of 
the  prelent  troubles,  as  it  became 
necelfarv  to  withdraw  the  Britilh 

J 

troops  to  Madras,  it  was  thought 
fitting  to  remove  the  French  offi¬ 
cers  and  veterans,  who,  through 
lenity,  and  a  tendernefs  for  their 
circumdances,  had  hitherto  been 
left  upon  parole  at  Pondicherry, 
to  the  fame  place ;  while  thefe 
gentlemen  expreiTed  the  mod 
grievous  apprehenfion,  led  this 
removal  might  proceed  from  any 
doubt  of  their  honour  in  the 
.drifted  adherence  to  their  paroles. 
At  the  fame  time,  as  the  conduit 
of  the  inhabitants  had  lately  af¬ 
forded  much  room  for  jealoufy,  and 
became  daily  more  fufpicious,  as 
the  troubles  in  the  country,  and 
the  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  a 
French  force  increaled,  it  was 
in  contemplation  to  fend  the  late 
attorney-general,  with  feveral  o- 
ther  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
who,  from  their  conduct,  influ¬ 
ence,  or  turbulence,  were  deemed 
the  mod  dangerous,  to  Madras 
likewife.  Lenity,  however,  pre¬ 
vailed  ;  and  the  meafare  v/as  evad¬ 
ed,  by  thefe  perions  renewing  their 
allegiance,  and  voluntarily  pre- 
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figned  with  their  names,  and 
binding  themfelves  anew  to  the 
mod  inviolable  fidelity  ;  thus  ren¬ 
dering  themfelves  doubly  criminal. 

For  in  return  for  all  pad  favour 
and  prefent  confidence.  Colonel 
Braith waite  had  fcarcely  marched 
with  his  troops  out  of  light  of  the 
place,  when  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  fuddenly  rife  in  arms,  feize 
and  plunder  the  folitary  Enghfh 
refident  who  had  been  left  to  f ri¬ 
per  in  tend  their  corduft;  and  to 
complete  the  outrage,  compel  him, 
with  fixed  bayonets  at  his  bread, 
to  fign  a  written  indrument,  the 
contents  of  which  he  is  totally 
unacquainted  with.  They  then 
proceeded  to  raife  and  arm  two  or 
three  battalions  of  Sepoys,  mod 
of  whom,  having  compofed  a  part 
of  the  late  garrifon,  had  received 
the  fame  proteftion,  and  were 
bound  to  the  lame  conditions  with 
themfelves.  As  fome  cover  to 
this  breach  of  faith,  they,  how- 
ever,  pretended,  that  thefe  Se¬ 
poys  were  in  Flyder’s  pay  and 
fervice ;  the  former  of  which  in¬ 
deed  was  probably  true.  And, 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting 
for  the  reception  and  fupport  ot 
the  fleet  and  army  which  they  ex¬ 
pected  from  the  Mauritius,  they 
proceeded  to  amafs  vad  quanti¬ 
ties  of  provifion  at  Carangolly,  a 
town  at  fome  didance  upon  the 
fea  coad. 

Such  infractions  0f  faith  are  to 
be  condemned,  befides  their  own 
inherent  turpitude,  as  they  tend 
to  diicourage  the  exercife  of  cle¬ 
mency  and  moderation.  But  we 
are  always  happy  to  find  councils 
ever  erring  on  the  fide  of  lenity 
judified  by  the  final  event  ;  as  was 
the  cafe  in  the  prefent  indance. 

Sur- 
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Surrounded,  however,  with  dif¬ 
ficulties  and  dangers  on  all  Tides, 
as  Sir  Eyre  Coote  was  at  his  firfl 
arrival,  he  flrongjy  condemned  a 
degree  of  imprudent  fecurity,  thro’ 
which  Pondicherry  was  permitted 
to  become  a  garrifon  and  place 
of  arms  for  the  reception  and  lup- 
pcrt  of  a  new,  as  well  as  of  the 
old  enemy.  One  of  his  firfl 
meafures,  after  the  immediately 
neceffary  fervices,  of  obliging 
Ph  der  to  raife  the  fieges,  and  of 
re-inforcing  and  lupplying  the 
weak  or  expofed  garrifbns,  was 
the  remedy  of  this  evil.  This 
he  accomplished  effectually,  by 
difarming  the  inhabitants  of  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  by  the  deflruCtion  of  all 
their  boats,  and  by  the  removal 
of  the  provifions  from  Carangolly. 
The  deftruCtion  of  the  boats  was 
in  a  peculiar  manner  timely  and 
fortunate ;  for  M.  de  Orves  ar¬ 
rived  with  a  fquadron  loon  after 
oft  that  place,  and  being  in  great 
diflrefs  for  water,  pro vilions  and 
other  necelfaries,  the  want  of  boats 
on  both  tides,  occaiioned  his  quit¬ 
ting  the  coail  without  obtaining 
any  relief. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  had  performed  excellent 
fervice  on  the  Malabar  coaft  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  year,  and  of 
a  nature  the  moft  vexatious  that 
could  be  to  Hyder,  by  the  deflruc- 
tion  of  his  lbipping  in  his  own 
ports  of  Calicut  and  Mangalore; 
and  thereby  nipping  in  the  bud 
his  hopes  of  becoming  a  formida¬ 
ble  martime  power,  which  was  a 
favourite  objeCt  of  his  ambition. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  force  being  too 
weak  to  encourage  adventure,  and 
Hvder  too  cautious  to  hazard 
much  without  necefiity,  nothing  of 


confequence  took  place  for  feveral 
months  between  the  armies.  • 

Such  a  date  of  things,  however, 
could  not  be  lading.  Hyder  hav¬ 
ing  made  preparations  for  the 
fiege  of  Tritchinapoly,  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marched  with  the  army  to 
Porto  Novo,  as  well  to  frudrate 
that  defign,  as  to  reprefs  his  de¬ 
predation  on  the  fide  ofTanjour, 
and  the  fouthern  provinces.  So 
wretchedly  was  the  army  ftiil  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  field,  and  fo  forely 
the  want  of  a  provident  forefight, 
and  timely  preparation  yet  felt, 
that  the  general  could  not  have 
made  this  movement,  if  bir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hughes  had  not  attended 
at  that  place,  to  fupply  him  with 
provifions  from  the  fhips  ;  for  be- 
fides  the  paucity  in  number  or 
their  cattle  fur  draught  and  bur¬ 
then,  fo  miferable  was  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  bullocks  they  had,  that 
they  were  fcarcely  abie  to  drag  the 
artillery  in  any  manner  along, 
and  were  finRing  under  the  mo¬ 
derate  weight  of  that  proportion 
of  camp  equipage,  which  was  in- 
difpenfably  neceifary  to  the  fervice, 
and  could  be  conveyed  by  iio  other 
means. 

Hydtr  was  now  fo  confident  in 
the  hrength  of  his  immenfe  army, 
and  lo  determined  on  his  object, 
that  he  departed  from  his  general 
relbiucion  of  avoiding  field-actions 
with  the  Englifh,  rather  prefer¬ 
ring  to  Hand  the  hazard  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  engagement,  than  to  relinquish 
his  deiign  on  Tritchinapoly,  and 
his  views  on  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces.  Thus  impelled,  he  ad¬ 
vanced  on  the  direct  road  which 
the  Engiim  army  were  to  take  on 
their  way  to  Cuddalore,  and  took 
an  exceedingly  well  chofen  and 
[Fj  2  advan- 
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adv&ntageous  pofitioft  Villain  a 
fhort  diftance  of  our  camp,  while 
the  troops  were  engaged  in  pro¬ 
curing  a  few  days  provifion  from 
the  fhipping,  which,  through  the 
weather  and  furf,  was  with  no  final! 
difficulty  landed. 

His  army  was  now  become 
enormous  in  bulk  and  number. 
Of  this  multitude,  11,000  Topal- 
fes,  clad  and  armed  after  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  manner,  with  23  batta¬ 
lions  of  regular  Sepoys,  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  15,000  men,  corn- 
poled,  with  fix  or  feven  hundred 
Europeans,  the  flower  and  ftrength 
of  his  infantry  5  and  were  in  faCt, 
an  extremely  well  difciplined  and 
formidable  body.  His  irregular 
infantry,  armed  with  match-locks, 
pikes,  and  rockets,  amounted  to 
120,0005  his  cavalry  exceeded 
40,000.  His  artillery  was  work¬ 
ed  by  Europeans,  or  by  deferters 
from  the  Nabob,  who  had  been 
trained  under  Englifh  officers ; 
and  iome  thoufands  of  his  and  the 
company’s  Sepoys,  who  were  ei¬ 
ther  under  the  fame  defcription, 
or  had  been  taken  prifoners  fince 
the  war,  were  incorporated  in 
Hyder’s  line  of  difciplined  in¬ 
fantry.  All  thefe  forces,  of 
whatever  fort,  were  in  his  own 
immediate  pay  ;  exclufive  of  fe- 
veral  bodies  of  native  troops,  who, 
under  their  refpeCtive  Poligars  or 
Raja’s,  had  joined  him  as  allies, 
or  followers  cf  his  fortune,  lince 
the  commencement  of  the  war. 
If  to  thefe  we  add  the  Lafcars, 
pioneers,  and  artificers,  who  com- 
poled  a  numerous  body,  along 
with  the  other  numberlds  follow¬ 
ers  of  an  Indian  camp,  the  whole 
will  form  fuch  a  multitude,  as  may 
afford  no  very  inadequate  idea  of 


the  antient  eaftern  armies.  Yet, 
at  this  very  time,  Tippoo  Saib, 
Hyder’s  fon,  was  befiegi'ng  Wan- 
dewaffi,  with  30,000  men. 

Notwithstanding  this  mighty 
force,  the  unexpected  determina¬ 
tion  and  approach  of  the  enemy, 
afforded  the  great  eft  fatisfaCtion  to 
Sir  Eyre  Coote,  who  wifbed  for 
nothing  fo  much  as  a  general  en¬ 
gagement,  but  was  crippled  in 
fuch  a  manner,  from  the  want  of 
cavalry,  and  of  all  the  means  of 
expeditious  movement,  that  it  was 
impollible  for  him  to  compel  Hyde.r 
to  abide  that  ifiue.  The  valour 
and  excellency  of  his  troops,  fup- 
plied,  with  their  general,  the  de-^ 
feCt  of  number.  l  he  inequality 
in  that  refpeCt  was  too  great  to 
bear  a  companion ;  in  all  others 
they  were  unrivalled.  His  Euro¬ 
peans  amounted  to  about  1,700 
men,  and  his  Sepoys  were  fcarcely 
lefs  to  be  depended  on. 

One  of  the  great  difficulties 
which  he  had  to  encounter,  was 
the  total  impoffibility  of  obtaining 
any  information  of  the  enemy’s 
ft  are  or  pofttion.  Such  clouds  of 
Hyder’s  cavalry  hovered  round  the 
Englifh  camp,  and  covered  the 
country  on  all  ftdes  farther  than 
the  eye  could  reach,  that  the 
lending  out  of  a  reconnoitring 
party  was  not  only  impracticable, 
but  even  a  Engle  man  could  not 
efcape  detection ;  fo  that  of  all 
the  fcouts  whom  the  general  dil- 
patched  for  intelligence,  not  one 
ever  returned,  and  no  farther 
knowledge  of  the  filiation  of  the 
enemy  could  be  obtained,  than  the 
fhort  view  from  his  own  advanced 
pofts  admitted.  Thus  forced  to 
make  his  way  in  the  dark,  no  pre¬ 
vious  difpo.fition  could  be  made, 

nor 
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nor  plan  of  adtion  formed ;  and 
Sir  Evre  Coote  was  in  the  fingular 
fituation,  of  being  obliged  to  cruft 
entirely  to  his  own  genius,  and  to 
the  quicknefs  and  fertility  of  his 
refource,  for  making  his  difpofi- 
ti^ns  in  the  'face  of  an  enemy  l'o 
infinitely  fuperior. 
fj  ,  o  At  five  in  the  morn- 
U  W1'  ing,  the  army  began  to 
l7bK  draw  out  from  the  camp 
at  Porto  Novo;  and  at  (even, 
commenced  its  march,  with  the 
lea,  at  no  great  diftance,  on  the 
right.  Small  as  it  was,  and  the 
utmoft  exertion  of  every  fingle 
man  it  contained  evidently  ne- 
cefiary,  to  the  purpofe  of  attack¬ 
ing  and  forcing  l'o  prodigious  an 
army,  in  a  cholen  and  fortified  fi- 
tuation,  yet  the  general  was  under 
the  hard  necemty  of  drawing  oif 
a  confiderable  detachment  from 
his  line,  for  the  protection,  dur¬ 
ing  the  march  and  aCtion,  of  the 
basr^a^e  and  of  the  numerous  foi¬ 
lowers  of  the  camp,  from  that 
multitude  of  Hyder’s  irregular 
cavalry,  who,  upon  the  firfit  open¬ 
ing,  would  be  ready  to  pour  in 
upon  them.  Thefe,  with  their 
ulual  guard,  confifting  of  about 
150  Sepoys,  thole  few  Poligars 
who  had  joined  the  company’s 
forces,  and  a  fmall  Mahratta 
corps,  were  judicioully  placed,  in 
the  opening  between  the  right  of 
the  army  and  the  fea ;  and  the 
detachment,  now  unavoidably 
drawn  off  from  the  line  of  aCtion 
for  their  lupport,  coniifted  of  two 
regiments  of  cavalry,  and  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  Sepoys,  with  feven  pieces 
of  light  artillery. 

The  country,  in  about  an  hour’s 
march,  opened  an  extenfive  plain 
to  their  view,  and  as  the  enemy’s 
cavalry  appeared  drawn  up  in 


great  force  on  their  way.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  formed  the  army  in  two 
lines,  and  proceeded  on  his  march 
in  order  •  f  battle.  1  he  grounds 
which  Kydef  occupied,  were  na? 
rurally  ftrong  and  commanding  ; 
and  he  had  already  rendered  this 
pofition  truly  formidable,  by  the 
judgment  and  dilp  >tch  with  which 
he  had  ftrengthened  and  fortified 
the  moft  advantageous  fpets  with 
well  conftrutted  front  and  flank¬ 
ing  batteries.  Indeed,  it  would 
have  afforded  no  1  mall  demonitra- 
tion  of  his  military  abilities,  if 
other  eTential  proofs  of  it  were 
wanting,  that  he  had  formed  luch 
a  body  of  pioneers,  as  had  never 
before  been  known  in  India. 

The  army  had  not  advanced  far, 
when  the  enemy’s  pofition  and 
works  were  clearly  diicoyered,  and 
their  batteries  feen  to  lie  diredtly 
upon  the  intended  line  of  march. 
Hyder’s  principal  force  was  drawn 
up  in  order  of  battle  in  the  rear  of 
his  works,  and  extending  farther 
on  the  plain,  than  the  eye  could 
command ;  large  bodies  of  cavalry 
caught  the  fight  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  and  an  infinite  number  of 
rockets  were  uninferipittingly 
thrown,  as  well  to  prevent  and 
confound  the  oblervation,  as  to 
diforder  the  march  and  impede  the 
movements  of  the  Englifh  army.  At 
the  fame  time  they  were  expoied  to 
a  warm  though  diftant  cannonade.; 
the  enemy’s  artillery  were  well 
ferved,  and  did  execution ;  while 
the  Englifh  general  could  not  af¬ 
ford  to  return  many  fihot,  as  he 
was  fenfible  that  every  round  lje 
poifelfcd,  would,  in  the  courle  of 
the  day,  be  wanted  to  take  the 
moft  decifive  erfedt. 

Critical  and  dangerous  as  this 
fituation  was,  a  paule,  little  fliort 
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of  an  hour,  became  abfolu  ely  ne- 
celfary  ;  net  only  to  afford  time 
to  '  the  general  to  examine  the 
enemy’s  immediate  portion,  -but 
farther  to  di  {'cover,  whether  the 
country  on  the  right,  might  not 
admit  of  his  taking  fuch  a  fweep, 
as  would  enable  him  to  turn  the 
enemy’s  left  ;  and  thereby  to  fail 
upon  them  rather  obliquely,  than 
to  be  obliged  to  make  his  attack 
in  the  full  front  and  fire  of  their 
works  and  batteries.  The  coun¬ 
try  on  the  right  fortunately  an- 
fwered  his  hope  ;  and  nothing  was 
ever  more  boldly  and  happily  ex¬ 
ecuted,  than  this  daring  and  maf- 
terly  movement,  in  the  lace  of 
fuch  an  enemy,  and  under  the  fire 
of  a  numerous  artillery.  The 
troops  had  endured  the  galling  fire 
of  the  enemy,  during  the  paufe 
we  have  mentioned,  with  the  ut- 
moft  confiancy  and  compofure ; 
in  the  fubfequent  march  and 
movement,  they  were  obliged  to 
pals,  as  it  were  in  review,  under 
the  heavy  flanking  fire  of  all  the 
enemy’s  batteries,  while  the  Se- 
poys  unharnelfed  their  wretched 
oxen,  which  ’were  totally  une¬ 
qual  to  the  celerity  cf  the  occa- 
fion,  and  drew  the  artillery  along 
at  a  quick  pace,  through  a  deep 
and  heavy  land,  for  above  a  mile. 
The  moil  admirable  order  was 
preferred  through  the  whole. 

This  prompt  and  happy  move¬ 
ment,  which  was  performed  by 
the  iirft  line  only,  decided  the 
fortune  cf  the  day.  Nothing  lels 
could  have  done  the  bufinels,  or 
indeed  have  well  laved  the  army  ; 
for  they  had  only  four  days  pro¬ 
vince,  which  they  carried  on  their 
backs,  and  delay,  or  even  a  drawn 
battle,  would  have  been  no  lei's 
ruinous  than  a  defeat.  The  ge¬ 


neral;  in  filing  off  to  the  right, 
had  been  neceffarily  obliged  to 
contract  his  front  and  break  his 
former  order ;  but  as  foon  as  he 
had  gained  the  point  he  aimed  at, 
and  the  ground  would  admit,  he 
inliantly  formed  anew,  about  nine 
o’clock,  in  order  of  battle,  be¬ 
ing  within  reach  of,  but  partly 
covered  from,  the  fire  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  cannon.  He  then  looked 
eagerly  back,  to  fee  whether  the 
heights  in  his  rear  were  occupied 
by  the  fecond  line ;  for  on  the 
fuccefs  of  that  part  of  his  design 
every  thing  Hill  depended,  as  the 
pollellion  of  them  would  not  only 
have  enabled  the  enemy  to  lepa- 
rate  the  two  lines,  but  entirely  to 
enclofe  and  furround  the  tirfr,  as 
foon  as  it  ventured  into  action. 
General  Stuart,  who  commanded 
the  fecond  wing,  performed  that 
fervice  with  fuch  activity,  as  not 
to  keep  him  long  in,fufpence  ;  and 
as  loon  as  he  law  they  were  co¬ 
vered,  he'  advanced  with  confi¬ 
dence  on  the  enemy. 

1  lie ; e  Hidden  and  unexpected 
evolutions,  performed  with  an 
alertnels  of  which  Hy.der  himfelf 
had  yet  feen  no  example,  obliged 
him  to  a  new  arrangement  of  nis 
army.  His  £uns  were  withdrawn 
from  the  batteries  to  the  ime  with 
equal  order  and  expedition  j  he 
iriftantl v  formed  a  new  front  to 
receive  Sir  Eyre  Cocte  ;  and  fee¬ 
ing  at  once  the  conlequences 
winch  would  attend  the  podeilipn 
of  the  high  grounds,  he  detached 
a  itrong  body  of  his  difeipiined 
infantry,  with  a  Idicable  artillery, 
bolides  a  number  cf  .irregulars, 
and  a  very  great  force  cf  cavalry, 
to  attack  the  fecond  line  j  while 
another  detachment,  or  part  of 
the  fame,  attempted,  by  getting 
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into  the  interval  during  t^e  con¬ 
flict,  to  attack  Sir  Eyre  Coote  in 
the  rear.  Thus  the  battle  was 
double  ;  and  each  wing,  feparate- 
ly,  and  almoft  equally  engaged. 

The  main  battle  was  long  and 
obftinatelv  fought  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  four  o’clock,  that,  bv  dint 
of  courage,  the  molt  invincible 
perleverance,  and  an  exertion,  tor 
lb  many  hours  on  the  utmoft 
ftretch,  that  the  Engiifh  at  length 
gained  the  day.  At  that  time, 
the  fir  t  line  triumphing  over  every 
obfhcle,  drove  Hyder’s  infantry, 
artillery,  and  cavalry,  promifcu- 
oully  before  them,  and  compelled 
his  whole  army  to  feek  their  l'afe- 
ty  in  a  retreat.  During  this  time, 
the  fecond  line,  under  the  conduct 
of  Brig.  General  Stuart,  hid  not 
only  gallantly  repulled  the  repeat¬ 
ed  attempts  made  by  the  other 
divifion  of  Hyder’s  army  upon 
the  heights,  but  attacked,  carried 
and  maintained,  thole,  of  which 
the  enemy  had  firft  gained  polfcl- 
fion  ;  and  while  the  rear  ol  that 
line  were  thus  fully  occupied, 
their  van  mod  obftinately  disput¬ 
ed,  and  at  length  totally  defeated, 
the  attempt  made  to  attack  tue 
general’s  rear.  This  pofi'eftion, 
and  brave  defence  of  the  heights, 
likewife  prevented  the  enemy, 
notwithftanding  their  multitude, 
from  being  able  to  make  any  pufh 
towards  the  fea,  or  the  fmalleft 
attempt  upon  the  baggage. 

Thus  the  victory  was  complete 
on  all  lides.  Many  of  its  advan¬ 
tages  were,  however,  loft,  through 
the  viCtors  being  bereft  ot  the  means 
of  purfuit.  If  it  v/ere  not  for 
that  unfortunate  circumftance,  the 
whole  of  Hyder’s  artillery  and 
ftores  would  have  fallen  into  their 
Lands,  and  he  would  undoubtedly 
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have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 

v_; 

Carnatic.  It  was  intolerably  vex¬ 
atious  to  thole  brave  men,  to  be¬ 
hold  the  ftrong  and  vigorous  cat¬ 
tle  of  the  flying  enemy,  carrying 
off  their  artillery  at  a  full  trot, 
while  their  own  were  fcarcely  able 
to  drag  the  guns  along. 

The  conduCt  and  gallantry  of 
Major  General  Sir  HeCtor  Monro, 
who  commanded  the  firft  line  on 
this  dav,  was  highly  didinguifh- 
ed.  Indeed  the  behaviour  of  eve¬ 
ry  individual  in  the  army,  from 
the  commander  in  chief  to  the 
rneaneft  Sepoy,  was  beyond  ail 
praife.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  declares 
in  a  letter,  that  every  individual 
of  his  little  army  Teemed  to  feel, 
that  all  the  interefts  of  the  nation 
and  company  were  then  at  ftake  ; 
that  falling,  as  they  already  were, 
the  moft  extraordinary  exertions 
were  necefiary  to  their  lupport  ; 
and,  to  their  credit,  laid  he, 
every  nerve  was  exerted  to  the 
“  very  extent  of  pollibility.” 

Hyder  left  about  3,000  of  his 
men  dead  upon  the  ground.  His 
principal  and  favourite  general 
Meer  Saib,  was  mortally  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  feveral  other  of  his  lead¬ 
ers,  and  beft  officers,  were  among 
the  killed  or  wounded.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  halted  juft  beyond  the  ene¬ 
my’s  ground,  from  his  inabidty 
to  continue  the  purfuit  farther  ; 
and  was  joined  by  the  lecond  line 
and  the  baggage  about  midnight. 
The  lots  on  his  fide  was  far  from 
being  confiderable,  coniidering  the 
nature  of  the  aCtion  ;  and  did  not 
exceed  400  men  in  killed  and 
wounded;  ncr  was  there  any  of¬ 
ficer  of  note  in  either  lift.  No¬ 
thing  could  more  fully  fhew  Hy¬ 
der’s  conviction  of  his  inferiority 
in  the  field,  and  his  determination 
[f]  4  not 
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not  to  hazard  another  adtion  under 
any  advantage  of  ground,  than  his 
leaving  the  ftrong  and  important 
pals  of  Puravenaur  open  to  the  pur- 
luit  of  the  Englifh  when  he  made 
his  retreat  through  it  in  the  evening. 
Among  the  immediate  confequences 
of  the  victory,  Tippoo  Saib’s  rail¬ 
ing  the  fiege  of  Wandewafh  was  not 
the  leafr, 

Hyder  withdrew  with  his  army 
to  the  neighbourhood  of  Arcct, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Tippoo 

baib’s  detachment. - Sir  Eyre 

Coote,  havi ng  thus  freed  the  fou- 
thern  provinces  from  depredation 
and  danger,  marched  with  his 
army  to  the  northward,  in  order 
to  meet  the  long  expected  and 
wifhtd  for  reinforcement  from  Ben¬ 
gal,  which,  under  the  favour  of 
Moodajee  Boolla,  and  his  Ion,  had 
marched  through  his  territories  in 
Orilia,  and  were  now  arrived  in 
the  northern  circars.  This  junc¬ 
tion  was  happily  effected  in  the 
beginning  of  Auguft  ;  and  the 
general  being  now  enabled  to  aCt 
with  vigour,  marched  to  lay  fiege 
to  Trepaflore.  This  place  capi¬ 
tulated  after  a  few  days  fiege,  and 

Aug.  2  3d.  noth,n3  could  be  more 

6  d  *  timely  or  fortunate  than 

the  furrender  ;  for  befides  that  the 
polfeffion  was  of  importance,  the 
advance  of  Hyder’s  army,  (who 
was  in  full  march  to  its  relief)  ap¬ 
peared  in  fight,  at  the  moment  that 
the  troops  were  taking  po  Hellion 
of  the  works,  and  there  was  then 
only  one  day’s  rice  left  in  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  army.  ✓ 

Trepaffore  afforded  feme  imme¬ 
diate  relief,  and  the  general  find¬ 
ing  that  Hyder  was  in  full  force 
at  about  fix  teen  miles  di  fiance, 
determined  to  attack  him  j  but 
was  under  a  necelhty  of  waiting  to 

\ ,  S 


draw  fome  rice  from  Poonamalla. 
This  fupply  being  obtained,  he 
marched  to  feek  the  enemy  ;  and 
Hyder  upon  his  approach  fell  back 
a  few  miles  to  the  very  ground 
where  he  had  defeated  Colonel 
Baillie,  There  he  took  a  very 
ftrong  pofition  ;  but  was  more  in¬ 
fluenced,  as  it  is  reported,  by  a 
fuperftitious  confidence  in  its  being 
a  lucky  fpot,  than  by  the  ftrength 
of  the  ground,  in  his  determina¬ 
tion  to  try  the  fortune  of  a  fecond 
battle. 

Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrived  in  , 
fight  of  the  enemy  about  2"11* 
eigiit  o’clock  in  the  morning  ; 
and  difeovered  him  to  be  in  great 
force,  his  army  drawn  up  in  order 
of  battle  ready  to  receive  him,  and 
in  poiieflion  of  feverai  very  com¬ 
manding  and  advantageous  pofts. 
T  his  fituation  was  rendered  ftiil 
more  formidable,  by  the  nature 
of  the  country  lying  between  both 
armies,  which  was  interfered  by 
feverai  very  deep  water-courfes ; 
fo  that  nothing  could  be  more  ar¬ 
duous  than  the  approach  of  the 
troops  fo  their  object.  The  gene¬ 
ral,  m  order  to  prefent  a  front  to 
the  enemy,  was  under  a  neceflity 
of  forming  his  line  under  a  very 
heavy  cannonade,  as  well  from  fe¬ 
verai  batteries  placed  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  as  from  the  guns  in  the 
enemies  line.  This  was  an  arduous 
trial  of  the  difcipline  and  ftrmnefs 
of  the  troops,  and  the  general  de¬ 
clared,  that  the  Heady  valour  which 
they  ihewed  upon  this  occafion, 
could  not  have  been  furpaiTed  by 
the  hr  ft  veterans  of  any  nation  in 
Europe. 

They  had  full  occafion  for  the 
continual  exercife  of  thefe  quali¬ 
ties,  during  the  courfe  of  a  very 
long  and  hard  fought  day.  The 

battle 
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battle  lafted  from  nine  in  the 
morning  until  it  was  near  fun -fee. 
By  that  time,  Hyder  was  cured  of 
his  fuperftition  ;  his  army  were 
driven  fucceffively  from  all  their 
ftrong  ports,  and  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don  the  field  of  battle  with  preci¬ 
pitation.  The  Id's  Curtained  by 
the  Engliffi  army  in  this  adion 
was  greater  than  on  the  i  ft  of 
July,  and  that  of  the  enemy  lei's  ; 
which,  beiides  the  cdufes  we  have 
f  en,  proceeded  from  their  ffiel- 
tering  themleh  es  under  the  banks 
of  tanks,  and  from  their  poi felling 
in  general  luch  inequalities  of 
ground  as  afforded  much  cover.  It 
teems  probable,  that  their  artillery 
caufed  the  principal  lols  in  the  Eng- 
lilh  army.  General  Stuart  loft  a 
leg  by  a  cannon  (hot.  Colonel 
Browne,  an  old,  able,  and  experi¬ 
enced  officer,  his  life/  by  the  lame 
means ;  and  Captain  Hiffop,  one 
of  the  general’s  aid  de  camps,  an 
active  and  l'pirittd  young  officer, 
was  killed,  dole  to  his  fide  by  a 
cannon  lli»t.  Thefe  were  the  only 
officers  of  note  who  fell. 

It  Teemed  as  if  defeat  had  wrought 
the  extraordinary  change  in  Hyder’s 
difpofition,  of  rendering  him  ena¬ 
moured  of  field  battles.  For,  on 
the  day  month  of  the 
Sept.  27th.  late  adion,  he  waited 
to  be  attacked  by  Sir 
Eyre  Coote,  near  a  place  called 
Shoiingur.  But  this  affair  was 
fbon  decided.  The  adion  did  not 
begin  until  four  o’clock,  and  before 
night  his  army  was  completely 
routed.  In  this  battle  both  his  ca¬ 
valry  and  infantry  fuftered  extreme¬ 
ly,  while  the  lofs  of  the  vidors  was 
fo  trilling  as  not  to  deferve  men¬ 
tion  ;  but  the  enemy’s  troops  were 
now  ufed  to  be  beaten. 
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The  general  then  relieved  Vel¬ 
lore,  which  was  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity  ^  and  afterwards  be- 
lieged  and  took  Chittor.  The  fea- 
lon  for  1'ome  time  occalioned  a  cel- 
lation  of  action  on  both  Tides  *,  but 
Vellore  being  again  reduced  to 
great  diftrels  for  proviftor.s,  the 
general  was  obliged,  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  year  1782,  to  march 
again  to  its  relief. 

Repeated  defeat,  was  not  capa¬ 
ble  of  producing  any  remilfton  ot 
Hyder’s  vigour  or  vigilance.  On 
Sir  Eyre  Coote’s  march  to  Vellore, 
as  the  army  were  palling  through 
a  deep  morafs,  the  enemy  appeared 
in  force  on  different  quar-  r  }  Q 
ters,  and  commenced  a  Jt  g2>  9 
dirtant  but  very  heavy 
Cannonade,  Their  object  was,  be- 
fides  impeding  the  progrels  of  the 
army  to  Vellore,  (which  was  re¬ 
duced  to  the  laft  day’s  provifion)  to 
cut  oft*  the  baggage  and  convoy, 
while  the  troops  were  entangled 
in  thefe  ban  grounds.  After  an. 
adion,  l'uch  as  we  have  defended, 
which  laited  for  four  hours,  the 
enemy  being  foiled  in  ah  their 
attempts,  were  at  length  forced  to 
abandon  their  objed,  and  retiring 
on  all  fides,  the  army,  which  had 
fuftered  very  little  in  this  adion, 
purfued  its  courl'e  without  inter¬ 
ruption  to  Vellore. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  army, 
three  days  after,  their  indefatiga¬ 
ble,  and  ever  watchful  enemy,  was 
again  prepared  ior  their  reception. 
On  coming  up  to  the  lame  morafs, 
they  found  Hyder  in  full  force  on 
the  other  fide,  and  determined  to 
difpute  their  palfage.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  paffied  the  Iwamp,  under  the 
fire  of  his  cannon,  about  four  in  the 
afternoon,  and 'the  general  having 

imme- 
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-immediately  formed,  and  fecured 
the  baggage,  the  troops  advanced 
with  their  ufual  alacrity  upon  the 
enemy.  Thefe  made  but  a  faint 
refinance ;  they  gave  way  on  all 
Tides,  retreated  with  precipitation, 
and  were  purfued  with  considerable 
-execution  until  dark.-- -The  vigour 
of  Hyder’s  exertions  was  no  longer 
.leconded  by  that  of  his  troops. 

Such  was  the  jurprifing  change 
which  the  admirable  condudt  and 
military  abilities  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
leconded  by  force  excellent  officers, 
and  f'up ported  by  the  unparalleled 
efforts  of  a  fmall  but  glorious  army, 
had,  in  a  fhort  time,  produced  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Carnatic  :  and 
inch  the  events,  of  one  of  the  mod 
arduous  campaigns  of  which  we 
have  any  knowledge. 

During  thefe  tranfadlions,  an 
account  of  the  war  with  Holland 
having  arrived  in  India  during 
the  month  of  Auguft,  it  fortuned 
foon  after,  that  five  India  fhips 
from  China,  arrived,  in  their  way 
home,  at  Fort  Marlborough,  on 
the  coaft  of  Sumatra.  The  arrival 
of  thefe  (hips  excited  the  gentlemen 
of  that  factory,  to  an  enterprize 
againit  the  Dutch  fettlements  on 
that  ifland.  Mr.  Botham,  one  cf 
the  council,  was  appointed  to  con¬ 
dudt  this  expedition,  and  Captain 
-Clements,  commodore  of  the  five 
fliips ;  the  fort  could  only  fpare 
Captain  Mandevi.le,  with  a  hun¬ 
dred  men  far  the  fervice.  The 
addrefs  and  good  condudt  of  thefe 
gentlemen  fo  effedtually  fupplied 
the  want  of  force,  that  the  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Padang,  being  artfully 
impofed  upon  with  refpedt  to  their 
ftrength,  was  terrified  into  a  fur- 
render,  not  only  of  that  place,  but 
of  all  the  other  Dutch  fettlements 


on  the  wefrern  coaffs  of  Sumatra, 
into  their  hands. 

The  Dutch  fettlement,  in  the 
town,  port,  and  fortrefs  of  Nega- 
patam,  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
could  not,  even  in  time  of  peace, 
but  be  confidered  as  fome  eve- 
lore  to  the  company  ;  but,  in  the 
prefent  ffate  of  things,  its  being 
in  the  poffeffion  of  an  enemy  was 
lull  of  danger.  The  confequences 
of  fuch  a  fortrefs  and  port  being 
open  for  the  reception  of  the 
French  fleet  and  army,  and  of  its 
becoming  a  great  naval  and  military 
magazine,  for  Hyder’s  conhant  fup- 
ply,  as  well  as  theirs,  were  indeed 
eafily  underfcood  j  but  the  imme¬ 
diately  dangerous  hate  of  affairs, 
and  urgent  demands  for  every 
poffible  exertion  in  the  Carnatic, 
feemed  to  render  the  applicati¬ 
on  of  a  timely  preventive  reme¬ 
dy,  a  matter  of  the  greateft  dif¬ 
ficulty. 

The  fuccefs  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's 
arms,  having  happily  leffened  the 
difficulties  on  that  fide,  this  new 
evil  and  danger  became  an  objedt 
of  the  firft  confideratiou  *,  it  was, 
however,  fome  time  before  the  de- 
fign  againit  Negapatam  could  be 
carried  into  effedt ;  but  during  that 
interval.  Sir  Edward  Flushes  had, 
from  his  own  knowledge  of  the 
rupture  with  Holland,  clofely 
blocked  up  the  place  by  lea, — 
Major  General  bir  He  Cor  Monro, 
was  appointed  to  condudt  this  en¬ 
terprize  in  concert  with  the  ad¬ 
miral  ;  and  the  troops  already  fta- 
tioned  in  the  Tanjore  country, 
were  the  only  land  force  .affigned 
to  this  fervice.  The  difficulties 
which  they  had  to  encounter,  re¬ 
quired  all  the  abilities  and  exer¬ 
tion  of  both  commanders.  The 

fortifi- 
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fortifications  Lad  already  been 
conlulerably  fltengthened  by  new 
works  ;  the  garrifon  re-inforced 
by  a  large  detachment  of  Hyder’s 
troops ;  and  what  was  dill  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  more  ferious  confideration, 
the  fealbn  was  far  advanced  for 
military  operations,  the  fhifc  of 
the  monfoon  being  at  hand.  But 
the  great  importance  of  the  object 
warranted  rifque,  and  reduced  the 
difficulties  to  nothing  in  the  minds 
of  the  allaiiants. 


/■’v  n  i  lie  troops  being;  ar- 
^  rived  at  JNagore,  a  place 
/  *  on  the  lea  coall,  near 

Negapatam,  Sir  HeCtor  Monro 
was  immediately  landed  to  take 
the  command  -,  and  at  the  fame 
tune,  all  the  marines  ot  the  fqua- 
dron,  amounting,  with  their  offi¬ 
cers,  to  443,  were  likewile  land¬ 
ed,  and  joined  the  company’s 
troops.  On  the  following  day,  a 
det  tchment  of  827  feamen,  with 
t.ieir  proper  officers,  and  com¬ 
manded  by  three  naval  captains, 
were  landed,  under  orders  from 
the  admiral,  to  co-operate  with 
the  general  to  the  utmoff,  in  every 
mealure  lor  the  attack  of  the 
place.  The  great  difficulty  lay 
in  landing  the  artillery  (which 
were  fupplied  by  the  fquadron) 
through  a  great  and  dangerous 
furf.  'This  difficulty  was  fur- 
mounted,  though  with  incredible 
labour,  fatigue,  and  no  fmall 
danger,  by  the  courage  and  acti¬ 
vity  of  the  feamen.  Catamarans, 
or  rafts,  were  made  with  wonder¬ 
ful  expedition,  and  with  the’  aid 
of  the  boats,  16  eighteen  poun¬ 
ders,  2  twelve  pounders,  with  2 
heavy  mortar',  and  6  lighter,  to¬ 
gether  with  tueir  carriages,  lhot, 
lhells,  powder,  and  all  necelfary 
jLrtillery  (lores,  were,  on  the  lame 


day,  under  the  fuperintendance 
of  Captain  Ball  of  the  Superbe, 
landed,  without  the  fmalleft  lois 
or  damage. 

The  garrifon  amounted  to  about 
8,000  men  ol  all  forts,  and  far 
exceeded  the  bellegers  in  point  of 
number.  It  was  compoled  of  a- 
bove  500  Europeans,  700  Malays, 
4,300  Sepoys,  and  2,300  of  Hv- 
der’s  troops  ;  of  the  latter,  a  thou- 
land  were  cavalry.  The  whole 
force  of  the  believers,  including’ 
leamen  and  marines,  did  not  much 
exceed  4,000  men  capable  of  ef¬ 
fective  lervice.  The  fi c k  were 
pretty  numerous  ;  and  the  troops 
luffered  great  incommodities  from 
bad  weather,  and  the  dampncls  of 
the  lituation;  moll  of  the  wounded 
died;  and  leveral  of  the  feamen 
and  marines  were  carried  off  fud- 
deoly  by  violent  cramps  and 
lpafms,  occafioned  by  wet  and 
fatigue. 

O 

On  the  night  of  the  29th  of 
October,  the  Itrong  lines,  flanked 
by  redoubts,  which  the  enemy  had 
thrown  up  to  cover  and  defend 
the  approaches  to  the  town,  were 
attacked  and  carried  by  ftorm.  In 
this  very  brifk  action,  the  leamen 
and  marines -left  but  little  to  be 
done  by  the  land  forces  ;  failing 
on  with  their  ufuai  intrepidity, 
nothing  could  withstand  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  their  attack  for  a  mo¬ 
ment.  It  was  remarkable,  that 
Hy tier’s  cavalry  were  To  terrihed 
at  the  fury  which  they  experi¬ 
enced  in  this  rough  encounter, 
tiiat  they  ran  entirely  away  into 
the  open  country,  and  never  after 
joined  the  garrifon. 

On  the  3d  of  November,  the 
general  opened  ground  againft  the 
north  face  ol  tue  fort,  and  the 
approaches  were  carried  on  with 

un  ufuai 


92]  ANNUAL  REGISTE  R,  1782. 


imufaal  rapidity  ;  to  which  the 
alacrity  of  the  teamen  and  ma¬ 
rines  contributed  greatly.  On 
the  7  th  a  battery  of  io  eighteen- 
pounders,  being  ready  to  open 
within  300  paces  of  the  walls,  the 
admiral  and  general  lent  a  joint 
letter  of  furirmons  to  the  Dutch 
governor,  which  he  anlwered  with 
great  refpefit,  but  no  lefs  firmnefs. 

The  garrifon  made  two  delpe- 
rate  tallies  with  aimed  their  whole 
force,  but  were  beat  back  into  the 
town  with  much  lols  in  both.  A 


battery  being  opened  with  great  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  face  of  a  bullion  which 
was  intended  to  be  breached,  the 
enemy  demanded  a  parley,  and 
KT  ,,  commiiiioners  were  lent 
£\ov,i2Ui.Qut;  tQ  pettje  the  terms 

of  capitulation  with  the  admiral 
arid  general.  By  thefe,  the  town 
and  citadel,  and  every  thing  they 
contained,  belonging  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  or  company,  were  1  u  r  - 
rendered  ;  private  property  v/as 
lecured,  and  the  inhabitants  to 


be  protected  in  their  houfes  and 
ellates,  upon  taking  the  oath  of 
allegiance  ;  the  garrifon  were  al¬ 
lowed  military  honours,  and  then 
became  piiloners  of  war  :  and  the 
governor,  council,  and  civil  offi¬ 
cers,  were  retained  on  parole. 

Byder’s  infantry,  with  moll  of 
the  other  Sepoys,  abandoned  their 
arms,  and  had  made  their  elcape  out 
of  the  town,  during  the  truce,  on 
the  night  preceding  the  fur  render. 
The  whole  lols  or  the  befiegers, 
Europeans  and  natives,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  milling,  during  a 
fervice  of  fo  much  action  and  dif¬ 
ficulty,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
j  33  men.  A  numerous  artillery, 
with  large  quantities  of  lhot, 
ihells,  military  and  artillery  (lores, 
were  found  in  the  place. 


The  taking  of  Negapatam  pro* 
duced  the  immediate  happy  ef- 
feet,  of  Hyder’s  troops  evacuating 
all  the  forts  and  (Irorig  pods, 
which  they  held  in  the  Tanjore 
eounrry  and  its  borders.  It  lirie- 
wife  operated  fo  drongly  upon  the 
Poligars  of  the  Marawa  and  1  i- 
nivelly  countries,  who  renouncing 
their  forced  obedience  to  the 
Nabob  of  Arcot,  had  early  joined 
Hyder,  that  they  endeavoured  to 
make  their  peace  with  the  former  ; 
upon  the  be  ft  terms  which  they 
could  obtain. 

The  monloon  now  fet  in  with 
its  utrnod  fury,  and  nothing  could 
exceed  the  dreadful  boideroulnefs 
of  weather  which  the  fleet  en¬ 
dured,  from  the  fnrrender  of  the 
place  to  near  the  end  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  month.  I  his  violence  was 
fo  con  dan  t,  that  it  was  with  the 
great  ell  difficulty,  and  no  lmali 
danger,  that  the  admiral,  in  the 
couri'e  of  about  three  weeks,  was 
able  to  fecal  to  their  relpedlive 
drips ,  thole  teamen  and  marines 
who  had  abided  with  fo  much  ho¬ 
nour  and  ededt  in  the  bege,  and 
to  tran limit  to  Madras  only  a  part 
of  the  military  prifoners. 

The  weather  becoming  mode¬ 
rate  towards  the  dole  of  the  year. 
Sir  Edward  Hughes  proceeded  to 
carry  into  execution  the  defign 
which  he  had  formed  againd  the 
Dutch  lettlement  of  Trincamale, 
in  the  illand  of  Ceylon.  T  hat  v 
idand,  celebrated  from  the  earlieft 
ages  for  its  produce  of  the  Cina- 
mon  tree,  has  been  long  Ihut  up 
from  the  red  of  the  world,  through 
the  avidity  of  the  Dutch  to  en- 
grol's  and  retain  the  whole  com¬ 
merce  and  didribution  of  that  pre¬ 
cious  fpice  entirely  to  themfelves. 
Fcr  this  purpofe  they  feized  and 

for  til  red 
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fortified  the  fea  coads,  and  having 
driven  the  King  of  Candy  and 
his  fnbjeCts  into  the  interior  parts 
of  the  ifldnd,  where  he  is  allowed 
to  retain  fuch  a  degree  of  autho¬ 
rity  as  is  necedary  to  their  own 
purpofes,  they  are  effectually  fe- 
cluded  from  all  communication 
with  tire  reft  of  mankind.  The 
iiland,  with  relpeCt  to  commercial 
fituation,  as  well  as  to  products, 
is  capable  of  being  one  ot  the 
molt  valuable  in  the  world.  Trin¬ 
camale  lies  on  the  north-ead 
quarter  of  the  i Hand  ;  its  harbour 
is  reckoned  the  belt  and  fined  in 
India  ;  and  is  compofed  of  feveral 
bays,  where  the  moft  numerous 
fleets  might  anchor  in  the  greated 
fecurity  ;  but  its  being  lo  clolely 
fhut  up  from  the  winds,  may,  in 
that  climate,  be  well  fup'poied  to 
render  it  unhealthy. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  fup- 
plied  by  the  general  on  this  ex¬ 
pedition,  with  a  detachment  of 

about  500  volunteer  fepoys,  and 
an  officer  with  30  artillery-men, 
in  order  to  garrifon  the  place  in 
cafe  of  fuccels.  The  fleet  being 
arrived  in  Trincamale  bay,  the 
marines,  with  two  fix- pounders,  a 

T  ,  detachment  of  artillery 
an.  erth,  .  •  c 

J  03  ’  and  two  companies  01 

17^2.  ,•  _  rf 

'  lepoys,  to  act  as  pio¬ 

neers,  were  landed  at  about  three 
miles  didance  from  the  fort.  Thefe 
were  immediately  followed  by  the 
battalion  of  feamen,  confiding  of 
the  fame  number  of  men  and  of¬ 
ficers  as  had  ferved  at  the  attack 
of  Negapatam  ;  the  fepoys  doled 
the  debarkation,  and  the  whole 
party  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Geii  of  the  Monarca,  who  was 
well  aiufred  by  Captain  Mon¬ 
tague,  of  the  Sea  Horfe,  and 
,  Capt.  Reynolds,  of  the  Combuf- 
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tion  fire-ffiip.  The  feamen  and 
marines,  with  the  guns  and  pio¬ 
neers,  immediately  formed,  and 
puffied  forward,  though  it  was 
nearly  dark,  to  Trincamale  fort  ; 
and  the  company  of  marine  gre¬ 
nadiers,  with  the  guns,  coming 
up  to  the  gateway,  without  any 
attention  to  regular  forms,  molt 
refolutely  forced  cheirway  through, 
and  in  an  inllant  became  mailers 
of  the  place.  The  garrifon  con¬ 
fided  only  of  three  officers  and 
forty  foldiers  ;  but  the  fort  was  of 
conlequence  to  their  further  ope¬ 
rations,  as  it  commanded  the  only 
place  where  provifions  and  ltores 
could  be  landed  from  the  dips. 

Intelligence  was  received  from 
the  pri loners,  that  the  enemy’s 
remaining  force  was  collected  in 
fort  Odenburgh,  fituated  on  a 
high  hill  that  commanded  the 
harbour,  and  holding  an  open 
communication  with  their  drips, 
which  lay  under  its  protection. 
The  next  day  was  employed  in 
landing  the  necelfary  dores,  pro¬ 
visions  and  baggage  for  the  troops, 
at  Trincamale  fort.  On  the  fol¬ 
lowing  da\,  the  commanding  of¬ 
ficers,  with  Major  Geils,  the  en¬ 
gineer,  were  employed  in  recon- 
noitering,  and  in  difeovering  the 
bed  road  for  their  approach  to  the 
heights  ;  and  every  thing  being 
fettled  in  that  refpeCt,  the  troops 
marched  early  on  the  morning  oi 
the  bth  towards  a  high  hill  which 
commanded  the  Odenburgh  fort, 
and  on  the  top  of  which,  the  ene¬ 
my  had  a  pod  defended  by  an 
officer’s  guard.  The  hill  was 
attacked  in  the  night,  and  the 
polt,  which  was  within  200  yards 
of  the  fort,  carried  and  main¬ 
tained  by  a  detachment  of  feamen 
and  marines. 


la 
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In  thefe  circumftances  of  ad¬ 
vantage  and  superiority,  the  ad¬ 
miral,  very  early  in  the  morning, 
tranfmitted,  through  Capt.  Gel  I, 
a  letter  of  fummons  to  Mr. 
Homad,  the  governor,  hating  his 
total  inability  of  making  any  ef¬ 
fectual  refiftance,  and  urging  him 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  to  pre¬ 
vent,  by  a  timely  capitulation, 
the  fatal  confequences  of  carry¬ 
ing  things  to  the  utmoft  extre¬ 
mity,  when  the  great  fuperiority 
of  difcipline,  as  Well  as  of  force, 
together  with  the  known  and 

v-> 

tried  courage  which  he  had  to 
cppofe,  would  render  every  ex¬ 
ertion  of  defence  ridiculous.  The 
governor,  however,  after  ftating 
the  trull  repofed  in  him,  and  the 
ties  of  fidelity  by  which  he  was 
bound,  declared  his  refolution  of 
defending,  at  all  events,  the  place 
to  the  lait. 

Sir  Edward  Hughes  was  ftill 
exceedingly  unwilling  to  proceed 
to  extremities.  Independently  of 
the  efiefil  produced  by  national 
attachment,  and  by  a  fenfe  of 
the  long  friendfhip  and  alliance 
which  had  fubfifted  between  both 
countries,  he  was  befides  perfon- 
aily  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Homsed,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipals  of  thofe  along  with  him  j 
for  the  goodnds  of  the  harbour 
having  rendered  Trincamale  a 
place  of  common  rendezvous,  it 
is  probable,  that  there  was  fcarce- 
ly  an  officer  in  the  feet,  who  had 
not,  in  the  happier  feafon  of 
peace,  experienced,  in  a  greater 
or  lets  degree,  lb  me  portion  of 
their  friendfhip,  hofpitality,  or 
kindnels.  hie  accordingly  wrote 
a  lecond  letter  to  the  Dutch  go¬ 
vernor,  expoitulating  with  him  in 
kinder  and  more  familiar  terms 
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on  the  danger  he  was  running, 
and  attributing  his  own  felicita¬ 
tion  to  its  true  caufe,  to  former 
attachment  to  himfelf  and  his  fa¬ 
mily,  as  well  as  to  his  other  ac¬ 
quaintances  in  the  place.  It 
would  feem,  from  the  fuperferip- 
tion  of  the  governor’s  anl'wer, 
that  he  was  not  a  little  afiebled 
by  this  recal  of  pail  kindnels  and 
friendfhip,  for  it  runs  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  form - His  Excellency, 

the  generous,  brave,  and  illu/in  us 
Sir  Edward  Flu  :hes,'n  &C.  &X. 
He  did  not  juftify,  nor  avow  a 
difpofition  to  refiftance  in  his 
anl'wer,  but  placed  it  to  the 
ftrittnefs  of  his  orders,  which 
were  to  defend  the  place  to  the 
laft  ;  fo  that  he  could  not  anl'wer 
for  .his  conduct  to  his  fuperiors, 
if  he  were  to  give  it  up  in  any 
manner. 

Major  Geils,  the  engineer,  who 
was  undoubtedly  appointed  to  be 
the  bearer'  of  the  letters  of  fum¬ 
mons,  for  the  benefit  of  the  ob- 
fervations  which  he  might  make, 
informed  the  admiral,  that  he 
was  ftrongly  of  opinion,  that  the 
lower  fort,  at  leaft,  might  be  car¬ 
ried  by  aftault ;  fome  of  the 
higher  works  he  had  his  doubts 
about  ;  but  of  the  former,  he 
l'poke  with  confidence,  and  the 
others  mud  fall  of  courfe.  This 
all u ranee,  coming  from  an  officer 
oi  fuch  experience  and  diftinguifh- 
ed  ability,  afforded  the  higheft 
fatisfffition  to  bir  Edw.  Hudies, 
who  was  well  aware  of  the  labour, 
difficulty,  and  delay,  which  the 
dragging  of  heavy  cannon  up  the 
heights,  and  the  formal  opera¬ 
tions  of  a  fiege,  would  neceftarily 
occafion. 

'ldie  neceflary  difpofitions  be¬ 
ing  made,  the  ftorming  party, 

confift- 
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confiding  of  4^0  fearnen  and  ma¬ 
rines,  under  their  proper  officers, 
covered  on  each  flank  by  a  com¬ 
pany  of  pioneers,  with  20  fearnen 
armed  with  cutlaftes,  who  car- 
ried  the  fealing  ladders,  and  l'up- 
ported  by  three  companies  of  fea- 
men,  as  many  marines,  with  two 
field  pieces,  who  formed  the  re- 
lerve,  advanced,  at  day  break,  on 
the  eleventh  of  January,  to  the 
aflault.  A  fmall  advanced  party, 
under  a  lerjeant,  who  might  be 
confidered  as  the  forlorn  hope, 
having  made  their  way  through 
the  embrafures  without  difeovery, 
were  inftantly  followed  by  the 
whole  ftorming  party,  who  foon 
driving  the  enemy  from  their 
works,  polfeifed  themfelves  of  the 
fort,  and  procured  the  immediate 
furrender  of  the  ihips  and  vefiels 
in  the  harbour. 

The  humanity  of  the  vigors 
equalled,  and  was  frill  more 
praifeworthy,  than  even  their  gal¬ 
lantry.  Notwit-hftanding  the  fall 
of  a  brave  and  favourite  officer 
with  20  of  their  fellows,  beudes 
two  officers,  and  double  that 
number  wounded  ;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  heat  and  fury  of  a 
ftorm,  ■  when  difeipiine,  refpect 
and  command  are  at  an  end,  yet, 
under  thel'e  circumftances,  the 
lcamen  and  marines  dil'dained  to 


ftain  their  fwords  in  the  blood  ot 
a  flying  or  proflrate  enemy. — 
Through  this  unexampled  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  clemency,  very  few 
of  the  garrifon  loft  their  lives. 

A  numerous  artillery,  a  conli- 
derable  number  of  fmall  arms,  a. 
valuable  ftock  of  gun-powder, 
with  a  great  quantity  of  (hot,  and 
of  various  ordnance  and  military 
ftores,  were  found  in  the  place.  In 
the  harbour,  two  Ihips  richly 
laden,  with  a  number  of  fmaller 
vefiels,  were  taken.  Tide  number 
of  European  military  prifoners, 
amounted  to  fomething  near  four 
hundred  ;  a  few  Malay  officers 
were  likewife  taken,  but  we  do 
not  hear  of  any  native  troops  they 
commanded.  The  admiral  great¬ 
ly  regretted  the  lofts  of  Mr.  Long, 
a  young  gentleman  of  the  greatelt 
worth,  and  his  own  fecond  lieute¬ 
nant  in  the  Superbe,  who  fell 
at  the  head  of  his  company  which 
he  was  gallantly  leading  to  the 
aflault.  He  fays  that  too  much 
praife  could  not  be  bellowed  on 
the  conduct  of  the  naval  and  ma¬ 
rine  officers  ;  but  he  particularly 
acknowledges  die  eminent  fervices 
performed,  and  the  great  abilities 
dfiplayed,  bodi  here  and  at  Ne- 
gapatam,  by  Major  Geils,  an  en¬ 
gineer  in  the  company’s  fervice. 
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V. 


RetrofpeAive  View  of  affairs  in  Europe  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  17S1, 
Second  attempt  of  France  upon  the  ijland  of  jerjey.  Baron  de  Roll e  court 
lands  his  troops  in  the  nighty  and  furprizes  Ct.  Helier  the  capital .  Com¬ 
pels  the  lieutenant-governor  to  Jtgn  a  capitulation .  Summons  Elizabeth 
Caffle .  Is  gallantly'  attacked  in  the  town  by  Major  Pi  erf  on.  French 

commander  falls ,  and  his  remaining  troops  fnrrender  prij oners  op  Mar. 
Major  Pier  (on  unfortunately  flam  in  the  infant  of  vidory .  Necejfvies  of 
the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  of  Gibraltar .  Extraordinary  prices  of 

provijions  and  neceffaries.  Admiral  Darby  fails  with  the  grand  fleet 
and  a  large  convoy  to  its  relief.  Spanijh  fleet  retires  into  Cadiz  at  his 
approach.  Gun-boats.  Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  op  the 
town  and  garrifon  from  the  Spanijh  camp.  Town  defrayed ,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  peri/h .  Convoy  from  1st.  Euflatius  taken  by  M.  de  la 
Matte  Piquet.  Secret  expedition ,  under  Commodore  Jehnftone,  and  Gen. 
Meadowes.  Fleet  attacked  in  Port  Pray  a  Bay  by  M.  de  Cuff  rein.  French 
repulfed .  M.  de  Suffretn  s  timely  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
frujl rates  the  deftgn  upon  that  place.  Dutch  fhips  taken  by  Mr.  John- 
Jlone  in  Saldanha  Bay  .  General  Elliot's  grand  fally  prom  Gibraltar ,  by 
which  he  dejlroys  the  enemy's  batteries  and  works,  lnvaflon  op  the  if  and 
of  Minorca.  Combined  fleets  return  from  that  fervice ,  to  cruife  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Channel.  Propofal  for  attacking  Admiral  Darby  at  Torbay , 

overruled  in  a  council  of  war.  Enemy ,  fruftrated  in  all  their  views , 
retire  to  their  r effective  ports.  State  of  the  war  with  Holland ,  in 
Europe.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  fails  with  a  fmall  fquadron  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Baltic  trade .  Upon  his  return ,  falls  in  with  Admiral 

Zoutmany  with  a  great  Dutch  convoy ,  and  a  fuperior  force.  Defperate 
engagement  on  the  Doggar  Bank.  Dutch  Fleet  and  convoy  return  in 
great  dij'order  to  their  own  coafts.  FJcllandia  of  68  guns  funk.  Confer 
queue es  of  the  aCtion.  Royal  viflt  to  Admiral  Parker  at  the  Bore.  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfelt  fails  to  intercept  a  great  convoy  fitted  out  at  Breftv 
with  troops f  ) lores  and fupplies ,  f  or  the  French  fleets  and  armies  in  the 
Eafl  and  Weft  Indies ,  Falls  in  with  and  takes  feveral  of  the  convey  ; 
but  difeovers  the  enemy  to  be  fo  greatly  fuperior  in  force ,  that  he  would 
not  profecute  the  defign  farther. 


AFTER  the  wide  range  which 
we  have  taken,  through  the 
tranfadtions,  wars  and  intricate 
politics  of  the  Eadern  world  ;  it  is 
now  time  to  return  to  our  own 
quarter  of  the  globe*  We  ilrall 
in  the  hrd  place  take  a  retrotpec- 
tive  view  of  inch  matters  of  mo¬ 
ment,  as,  from  the  nature  of  our 
arrangement,  or  the  limits  of  our 


Work,  were  neceffarily  podponed 
in  the  lad;  volume, 

Our  neared  and  mod  adtive,  as 
well  as  mod  formidable  enemy, 
began  the  year  1781,  by  a  fecond 
attempt  upon  the  ifland  of  Jerfey. 
The  Baron  de  Rullecourt,  who  had 
been  next  in  command  to  Count 
Naffau  in  the  former  attack  upon 
that  ilknd,  was  the  undertaker, 

and 
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and  probably  the  .farmer  of  this 
enterprise.  The  perfonal  objedts 
he  had  in  view  were  diffidently  en¬ 
couraging  ;  while  his  military  ar¬ 
dour,  and  natural  ambition,  were 
in  themfdves  capable  of  urging 
him  to  the  mod  hazardous  attempts. 
The  rank  of  general,  the  order  of 
St.  L  youis,  and  the  government  of 
Jerfey,  ware  to  be  the  fplendid  re¬ 
wards  of  his  fuccefs.  Such  power¬ 
ful  ftimulants,  operating  upon  a 
temper  naturally  fierce  and  bold, 
were  liable  to  generate  precipita¬ 
tion.  The  Chevalier  de  Luxem¬ 
burg,  who  was  his  Dartner  in 
the  defign,  and  intended  to  be  his 
lecond  in  the  execution,  was, 
through  ficknefs,  or  l'ome  other 
caufe,  detained  from  taking  any 
part  in  the  enterprize. 

Rullecourt’s  force  for  this  expe¬ 
dition,  amounted  to  about  2000 
men,  and  was  compcfedof  the  vo¬ 
lunteers  of  Luxemburgh,  and  of 
detachments  from  other  neigh¬ 
bouring  corps.  Having  collected 
a  fuflicient  number  of  veffels  for 
their  conveyance,  and  fome  priva¬ 
teers  for  their  prote£tion,  at  Gran¬ 
ville,  on  the  coad  of  Normandy, 
his  impatience  was  To  great,  that 
without  regard  to  the  bad  weather 
which  then  prevailed,  he  embark¬ 
ed  the  troops  and  put  to  lea. 

The  immediate  confequence  of 
this  precipitation,  was  the  difper- 
fion  of  his  fleet  of  fmall  veffels  in  a 
dorm,  by  which  ten  of  them,  with 
about  half  the  troops,  were  driven 
back  to  France,  and  never  after 
joined  hirri ;  whilft  he,  totally  ig¬ 
norant  of  their  fate,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder,  put  in  for  fhelter  to  a 
duller  of  fmall  ifiands  and  rocks 
called  Chan  ley,  or  Choze,  which 
lie  between  the  French  coafl  and 
Jerfey.  He  was  Hill  too  eager  in 
Vol.  XXV. 


the  purfuit  of  the  high  rewards  in 
view,  to  be  deterred  by  this  mil- 
fortune  ;  and  forgetting  the  rough 
enemy  he  had  to  encounter,  en¬ 
tertained  no  other  apprehenfion 
than  that  of  being  driven  back 
to  his  own  coad.  He  accordingly 
feized  the  fird  opening  of  fair  wea¬ 
ther  for  pading  over  to  jerfey  ; 
and  having  made  his  wav  with  dif¬ 
ficulty,  but  with  good  informa¬ 
tion,  through  the  rocks  of  La 
Roque-Platte,  arrived  in.  the  night 
in  Grouville  Bav,  where  he  land- 
ed  his  troops  in  the  dark,  at  a 
place  called  the  Violet  Bank,  about 
three  miles  from  St.  Helier,  the 
capital  of  the  ifiand.  The  coad 
was,  however,  fo  dangerous,  that 
a  privateer,  with  four  other  fmall 
veffels  were  loll  among  the  rocks, 
and  about  200  of  his  men  perifhed. 
A  fmall  party  of  militia,  who 
guarded  a  redoubt  at  this  pla@e, 
thought  themfelves  fo  fecure,  and 
were  fo  (hamefully  remifs  in  their 
duty,  as  to  be  feized  afleep  by 
the  enemy,  who  were  thus  for  fe- 
veral  hours  upon  the  ifiand  with¬ 
out  the  fmall  ed  alarm  being  given. 

M.  de  Rullecourt,  leaving  about 
120  men  in  the  redoubt  at  Grou¬ 
ville,  marched  with  the  red  of  his 
troops  to  St.  Helier, 
where,  having  feized 
the  avenues  of  the  town, 
furprized  the  guard  in  the  dark, 
and  poifeifed  the  market-place, 
without  noife,  the  inhabitants 
were  adonilhed  at  break  of  day, 
on  finding  themfelves  in  the  hands 
of  an  enemy.  Major  Corbet,  the 
deputy-governor,  with  the  magi- 
dracy  and  principal  inhabitants, 
being  brought  pri loners  to  the 
court  houle,  the  French  com-’ 
mander  wrote  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion,  which  he  propoi'ed  to  the 
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former  to  ftgn,  by  which  the  ifiand 
was  to  be  lurrendcred  to  the  arms 
of  France,  and  the  troops  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  be  trani- 
mitted  to  England.  To  urge  an 
acquiefcen'.e  in  this  meafure,  on 
which  all  his  hopes  depended,  he 
greatly  magnified  his  force,  pre¬ 
tending  that  about  .5,000  of  his 
troops  were  landed  and  dd period 
in  different  parts  of  the  ifland,  (o 
that  all  refinance  was  at  an  end  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  held  out 
the  barbarous  threat,  oi  inftant 
deftruclion  to  the  town  and  in¬ 
habitants  in  cafe  of  refufal.  It 
was  in  vain  remonftrated,  that  no 
aft  of  the  lieu  tenant-governor’s 
could  have  the  fmalleft  validity  in 
his  prefent  lituation,  and  that  the 
officers  and  troops  were  too  well 
informed  of  their  duty,  to  pay  any 
regard  to  his  a£ts  while  a  prisoner. 
Ruiiecourt  was  peremptory  in  his 
demand  5  and  the  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor,  under  the  impreffions  of 
the  moment,  too  inadvertently 
iigned  the  capitulat  on. 

The  French  commander  then 
fummoned  Elizabeth  Caftle,  under 
the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  which 
was  preferved  by  the  inftant  recol¬ 
lection,  and  the  unfhaken  forti¬ 
tude,  of  the  Captains  Aylward 
and  Mulcafter,  who  had  fortu¬ 
nately  efcaped  'thither  on  the  fir  ft 
alarm  ;  and  being  now  in  home 
degree  prepared  againft  a  Hidden 
attack,  rejected  the  lummons  with 
great  fpirit,  and  peremptorily  re¬ 
filled  to  pay  the  fmalleft  regard  to 
the  capitulation,  or  to  any  orders 
whatever,  extorted  from  or  illued 
by  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  his 
prefent  circumflances.  The  French 
placing  Major  Corbet  in  their 
front,  ftill  continued  to  advance 
towards  the  gate,  notwithstanding 


exprefs  warning  to  the  contrary  ; 
but  they  were  fired  at  with  fuch 
vigour  from  the  caftle,  that  they 
foon  found  it  neceffiary  to  make 
the  beft  of  their  way  back  for 
fire! ter  to  the  town. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  alarm 
extended,  the  neareft  troops,  and 
the  militia  of  the  ifiand,  advanced 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  to¬ 
wards  the  point  of  danger,  and 
began  immediately  to  form  on  the 
heights  near  the  town,  under  the 
conduct  of  Major  Pierfon,  of  the 
95th  regiment,  who  inftantly  le- 
cured  a  hill  of  great  advantage, 
the  pcifeffioh  of  which  had  been 
overlooked  by  the  enemy.  The 
French  commander  then  lent  a 
meffiage  to  Major  Pierfon,  to  re¬ 
quire  his  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  capitulation  j  but  was 
peremptorily  anfwered  by  that 
fpirited  officer,  that  if  he  and  his 
troops  did  not,  within  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes,  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
furrender  themfeltfes  prifoners  of 
war,  they  were  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  be  certain  of  his 
immediate  attack. 

Pierfon  was  punctual  to  his 
word,  and  made  a  very  mafterly 
dilpofition  of  his  forces.  As  he 
was  informed  that  the  enemy  had 
applied  the  town  artillery  to  their 
defence,  the  two  columns  deftined 
£0  the  principal  attacks,  were  each 
preceded  by  a  Howitzer.  The 
afiaults  were  made  in  all  accefii- 
ble  parts  with  fuch  impetuofity, 
that  notwithftanding  the  advantage 
which  the  enemy  derived  from  the 
poffielhon  of  the  ftreets  and  houies, 
they  were  every  where  driven  ra¬ 
pidly  in  upon  the  center  of  their 
force  in  the  market  place.  There 
the  action  was  foon  decided  ;  for 
the  French  general  being  mortally 

wounded. 
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wounded,  the  next  in  command 
feeing  the  hopelelfiiefs  of  their 
fit  nation,  requeued  the  lieutenant 
governor  to  refume  his  authority, 
and  to  accept  of  their  furrender 
as  prifoners  of  war. 

The  facisfiftion  arifing  from  fo 
Bidden  a  deliverance,  and  fo  brave 
an  exertion,  was  unfortunately 
damped  by  die  fall  of  the  gallant 
Major  Pierfon,  who  was  fhoc  thro’ 
the  heart  in  the  inftant  of  vie* 
torv.  1  he  extraordinary  military 
abilities  difplayed  by  fo  young  an 
officer,  (he  being  under  five-ani- 
twenty  years  of  age)  in  what  was 
probably  his  hr  ft  elfay  in  arms,  as 
they  would  have  held  out  the 
higheft  expectations  to  his  coun¬ 
try  if  he  had  furvived,  could  not 
but  render  his  death  an  object  of 
much  general  regret.  By  the 
iiland  of  Jerfey  he  was  lamented 
as  an  hero,  who  had  generoutly  fa* 
crihced  liis  life  to  their  preferva- 
tion.  The  death  of  his  uncle,  Sir 
Richard  •  Pierfon,  (an  ancient  ge¬ 
neral  officer  of  repute)  which  hap¬ 
pened  immediately  after,  and  was 
attributed  only  to  that  caufe, 
lerved  to  render  the  misfortune 
the  more  ftriking  and  melancholy. 

The  unfortunate  Baron  de  Rul- 
lecourt,  perfevered  in  the  fame  ex¬ 
travagance  of  conduSt  to  the  iait, 
which  had  fo  ftrongly  marked  his 
character.  When  the  attack  was 
commenced  in  the  market-place, 
he  feized  the  lieutenant-governor 
by  the  arm,  and  declaring  that 
he  Ihould  lhare  his  own  fate,  led 
him  out  of  the  court-houfe  under 
a  fhower  of  lire,  where  he  was 
obliged  to  Hand  dole  by  him, 
until  he  had  himlcif  dropped 
under  the  preifure  of  three  or  four 
mortal  wounds,  which  deprived 
him  of  the  power  of  fpevch,  enough 


not  of  life  ;  fo  that  he  had  the 
misfortune  to  live  until  he  had 
feen  the  ruin  and  furrender  of  his 
party.  _ 

During  the  engagement  at  the 
town,  the  redoubt  at  Grouville, 
was  gallantly  retaken  with  fixed 
bayonets,  and  without  firing  a 
fnor,  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  8  }d 
regiment,  who  were  on  their  wag 
to  join  the  main  bodv.  Thus  the 
whole  of  the  French  party  that 
landed,  amounting  to  fomething 
about  boo  men,  were  either  killed 
or  taken  prifoners.  The  Britifh 
troops  were  new  raifed,  and  no- 
thing  could  exceed  the  valour  and 
good  condu6t  difplayed  both  by 
them  and  the  militia  through  the 
whole  affair.  The  iiland  decreed 
monuments,  with  Tui cable  inferip- 
tions,  to  the  fallen  enemy,  as  weil 
at  to  their  gallant  deliverer  ;  but 
the  former  no  lefs  intended  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  fur- 
prize,  as  a  warning  to  future  times 
againft  llmilar  negligence. 

Such  was  the  ilfue  of  the  Dcond 
attempt  made  by  France  in  thi* 
war  upon  the  iiland  of  Jerfey. 

The  neceifity  of  the  times  had 
occifioned  much  too  long  a  delay 
in  the  relief  or  fupply  of  the  im¬ 
portant  fdrtrefs  of  Gibraltar.  The 
unconfumed  part  of  the  proviliori 
which  had  been  conveyed  to  that 
place  by  Admiral  Rodney’s  fleet 
in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
year,  had  by  tnis  pa  fled  its  proper 
time  of  keeping,  and  belides  its 
being  generally  bad  in  quality, 
was  fo  much  reduced  in  quantity, 
as  to  afibrd  room  for  the  molt  fc- 
rious  appr  henfions.  So  early  as  the 
preceding  month  of  October,  their 
wary  and  provident  governor, 
found  it  neceiLry  to  m.ue  a  re¬ 
duction  of  a  quarter  of  a  pound 
[G]  2  *  from  • 
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from  each  man’s  daily  allowance 
of  bread.  Their  quantity  of  meat 
eyas  Iikewife  reduced  to  a  pound 
and  a  half  in  the  week  ;  and  that 
became  latterly  fo  bad  as  to  be 
l'carcely  eatable.  The  officers 
were  even  forbid  the  ufe  oi 
powder  in  their  hair  ;  a  regula¬ 
tion  of  ceconorny,  which  though 
not  \ery  effential  in  itfelf,  could 
not  but  produce  a  good  effcdt  in 
reconciling  the  minds  of  the  com¬ 
mon  men  to  the  neceffity  of  their 
fituation.  Of  all  pollible  tells  of 
the  difcipline,  attachment,  and 
virtue  of  an  army,  a  reftriftio/n 
of  food  has  ever,  with  juftice, 
been  deemed  the  greatefr.  To  the 
honour  of  the  foldiery,  in  the  pre¬ 
lent  in  France,  they  not  only  fub- 
mitted  to  it  without  murmur,  but 
with  uniyerfaj.  cliearfulnels  and 
good  temper. 

If  fuch  we're  the  freights  of  the 
garrifon,  under  the  care  and  pro¬ 
vidence  of  government  for  their 

fupport,  what  will  be  thought  of 
the  diftreffes  of  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants,  who  were  fir  too  nu¬ 
merous  for  fo  new  and  unexpected 
a.  fituation,  and  were  much  in* 
creafed  by  t!ie  families  of  the 
married  officers.  Th,e  former  were 
chained  to  the  place  by  their 

houfes,  property,  and  occupa¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  by  habit,  con¬ 
nexion,  and  the  not  knowing 
whither  to  remove.  From  the 

time  of  the  laft  lupply  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  even  earlier,  not  a 
jingle  velfel  had  arrived  with  pro- 
vi lions  or  neceliaries,  either  from 
the  neighbouring  Barbary  lhores, 
or  from  any  of  the  more  diilant 
coatts  of  Africa  ;  fo  that,  along 
with  every  other  misfortune,  they 
were  at  once  cut  off  from  that 
great  and  long  eftablithed  fource 
(*:  a  cheap  and  plentiful  market. 


and  reduced  to  depend  entirely 
for  relief,  on  the  caliial  arrival  of 
a  few  fmall  Minorquin  veifels, 
whole  fupply  was  infufficient,  and 
prices  immoderate. 

As  it  has  not  been  the  fortune 
of  the  Engl dli  for  many  years  palt 
to  have  a  died  much  upon  the  de- 
fenfiye  in  lieges,  an  account  of 
the  market  prices  at  Gibraltar, 
during  that  period,  may  probably 
be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  fome 
curioiity  j  but  it  is  of  much  more 
moment,  as  a  means  of  conveving 
information  to  the  public,  of  the 
obligations  they  are  under  to  thofe 

O 

brave  officers,  who  fo  long  luf- 
tained  the  honour  and  intcred  of 
their  country,  by  their  glorious 
defence  of  Gibraltar. 

Of  the  moll  common  and  in- 
difpenfabje  neceffaries  of  life,  bad 
Chip  bifcuit,  full  of  worms,  was 
fold  at  a  (hilling  a  pound  ;  flour, 
in  not  much  better  condition,  at 
the  fame  price  ;  old  dried  peafe, 
at  a  third  more  ;  the  worit  fait, 
hall  dirt,  the  fweeping  of  (hips’ 
bottoms  and  fto.rehou.fes,  at  eivht- 
pence ;  old  Irifti  lalt  butter,  at 
half-a-crown  ;  the  worft  fort  of 
brown  fugar,  brought  the  fame 
price  ;  and  Englifh  farthing  can¬ 
dles  were  fold  at  fix -pence  a 
piece. 

But  frefh  provifions  bore  ftill 
more  exorbitant  prices.  Even 
when  the  arrival  of  veifels  from  the 
Mediterranean  opened  a  market, 
turkies  lold  at  3I.  12s.  a  piece  ; 
lucking  pigs  at  two  guineas  ; 
ducks,  at  half  a  guinea  ;  and  fmall 
hens  fold  at  nine  (hillings  a  piece. 
A  guinea  was  refilled  for  a  calf’s 
pluck  ;  and  il.  ys.  alked  for  an 
ox’s  head.  To  heighten  every 
diflrels,  the  firing  was  fo  nearly 
exhaufted,  as  fcarcely  to  afford  a 
fufficiency  for  the  molt  indilpen- 

lable 
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fable  culinarv  purpofcs  ;  fo  that  all  ,  Cordova,  w.ith  about  30  Spanifh 
the  linen  of  the  town  and  gar-  (hips  of  the  line,  was  continually 
r  fon  was  waited  in  cold  water,  parading  in  and  out  of  Cadiz, 
arid  worn  without  ironing.  T  his  avowedly  to  fight  the  Bntifh  fleet, 
want  was  leverely  felt  in  the  wet  and  to  inter,  ept  the  fuccours. 
feafon  ;  whkh,  notwithstanding  But  to  prevent  all  trouble  in  the 
the  general  warmth  of  the  cli-  bufiriefs,  his  force  Was  magnified 
mate,  is  exceedingly  coid  at  Gib-  far  beyond  its  real  date  ;  and  it 
raltar.  was  farther  pretended,  that  it  was 

From  this  (late  of  things  fome  to  be  joined  by  ftrorrg  reinforce- 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  diflreifes  ments,  as  well  from  Toulon,  as 
of  the  inhabitants  ;  and  it  need  be  from  the  French  ports  in  the 
little  wondered  at,  if  fuch  officers  ocean.  The  matter  of  fa£t  was, 
as  were  not  high  in  command,  that  France  was  tco  anxious  and 
and  who  had  families  to  maintain,  eager  for  the  completion  cf  bet 
ihould  have  been  exceedingly  em-  own  great  fchemes  in  the  Weil 
barralfed  and  dillreiRd  in  their  Indies  and  North  America,  and 
circumftances.  Such  men  have  for  retrieving  her  afiairs  in  the 
the  faired  claim,  not  only  upon  Fadern  world,  to  be  diverted  from 
the  benevolence  but  thejuftice  of  their  purfuit  by  attending  to  the 
their  country.  views  of  Spain  with  refpedt  to 

The  intereds  and  honour  of  Gibraltar.  She  accordingly  di- 
Great  Britain  were  deeply  en-  redted  her  whole  attention  and  in- 
gaged  in  the  timely  relief  of  that  duftry,  to  the  early  fitting  out, 
important  fortrefs.  It  was  ac-  and  the  effedtual  equipment,  of 
cordingly  one  of  the  firil  objtdh  of  the  fleet  which  was  to  fail  from 
government  in  the  commencement  Bred,  under  the  condudt  of  M.  de 
of  the  year  1781,  and  the  grand  Grade,  for  the  Weft  Indies,  and 
fleet,  under  the  conduct  ot  the  to  the  fquadron  under  M.  de 
admirals  Darby,  Digby,  and  Sir  Surfrein,  which  was  to  proceed  in 
].  Lockhart  Rol's,  was  fitted  out  company,  on  its  way  to  the  Fait 
early  for  this  l'ervice.  It  was  Indies.  On  die  other  hand,  Spain, 
divided  into  three  fquadrons  under  being  diffident  of  her  own  ftrength 
their  refpedtive  commanders;  but  to  prevent  the  fuccour  of  Gib- 
thou’gh  France,  as  well  as  Spain,  raltar,  boafttd  loudly  of  her  cou- 
had  loudiy  boafted,  that  they  rage,  and  of  the  greatnefs  of  her 
would  not  only  difpute,  but  abfo-  force,  hoping  thereby  to  deter  her 
lutely  defeat  the  execution  of  this  enemy  from  the  attempt, 
defign,  yet,  fo  widely  extended  The  fleet  failed  . ,  ,  ^  / 

was  the  war,  and  fo  numerous  from  St.  Helen’s,  ’.arC  g  1  ’ 

and  detached  were  the  fervices  of  with  the  great  Fait 
the  Britifh  navy,  that  only  28  fail  and  Weft  India  convoys,  before 
of  the  line  could  be  fpared  for  fo  the  middle  cf  March  ;  but  met 
great  an  objedt.  with  l'ome  delay  on  the  coaft  of 

France  had,  at  the  fame  time,  Ireland,  in  waiting  for  the  vidtu- 
d  fleet  little  inferior  either  in  allers  from  Corke,  which  were  to 
number  or  force,  nearly  ready  for  proceed  with  them  to  Gibraltar, 
the  lea  at  Bred,  and  Don  Lewis  de  It  was  probably  owing  to  this  de- 

lr’']  3  lay, 
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lay.  that  they  miffed  falling  in 
with  M.  de  Graffifs  fleet  of  26 
flaps  of  the  line,  which  failed 
from  Breft  on  the  2 2d  of  March- 
!  his  circumflance  has  occafioned 
a  queftion,  which  has  fince  been 
not  a  little  agitated  both  in  par¬ 
liament  and  out.  Whether  the 
intercepting  of  De  Grade  ihould 
not  have  been  the  firft  object  of 
our  fleet,  inftead  of  lofing  time 
in  going  to  Ireland,  and  thereby 
miffing,  the  opportunity. 

On  the  affirmative  fide  of  the 
queflion  it  was  faid,  that  the  mea- 
fure  would  have  been  the  means 
of' totally  overthrowing  the  great 
defigns  formed  by  France  both  in 
the  Eaftern  and  the  Weft,  rn  world. 
That  our  Weft  India  i Hands  would 
have  been  preferved.  Lord  Corn- 
waHTs  army  far  ed  from  the  fatal 
Cataftrdphe  at  York  Town,  and 
our  hopes  and  claims  not  only 
kept  alive,  but’  with  great  proba¬ 
bility  of  fuccefs  in  North  Ame¬ 
rica. — To  this  it  was  anfwered, 
that  no  certain  knowledge  could 
be  obtained  of  the  time  that  the 
Breft  feet  would  fail  j  that  the 
meafure  of  intercepting  it  would 
be  a  matter  cf  great  uncertainty, 
and  the  attempt  attended  with 
much  delay  5  and  that  the  confe- 
quent  detention  cf  the  great  out¬ 
ward-bound  convoys,  winch  were 
under  the  care  of  Admiral  Darby, 
would  have  been  highly  deftruc- 
tive  to  our  commerce,  and  ruinous 
to  the  merchants.  That  in  Cafe 
of  fuccefs,  the  lofs  of  Gibraltar 
muft  be  tlie  certain  confequence  ; 
as  it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that 
after  the  roucli  encounter  of  two 

O  , 

fleets  fo  nearly  equal  in  force. 
Admiral  Darby  Ihould  be  in  con¬ 
dition  to  proceed  to  a  freffi  en¬ 
gagement  with  the  Spanilli  fleet 


at  Cadiz,  which  was  fuperior,  at 
lead:  in  numbe”,  to  either.  And, 
that  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  as  it 
was  executed,  was  highly  honour¬ 
able  to  this  country  ;  and,  beftdes 
the  importance  of  the  object  in 
itfelf,  was  abfolutely  neceiTary 
for  the  fupport  of  our  character 
and  confequence  with  the  other 
powers  of  Europe. 

The  Eaft  and  Weft  India  con¬ 
voys,  amounting  to  about  300  fail, 
having  proceeded  on  their  refpec- 
tive  voyages,  the  Britiffi  fleet, 
with  97  tranfports,  ftorefliips,  and 
victuallers,  kept  on  its  courfe  for 
Gibraltar  ;  and  meeting  no  ene¬ 
my,  which  they  expected  to  have 
done,  in  the  latitude  of  Cape  St. 
Vincent,  arrived  off  Cadiz  be¬ 
fore  the  middle  of  April,  and 
looking  into  the  harbour,  law  the 
Spanifh  fleet  lying  peaceably  at 
anchor,  without  the  lfnalleft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  any  intention  to  dif- 
turb  their  purpofe.  It  has  fince 
appeared,  that  D  m  Cordova  with 
his  fleet  had  kept  the  lea  for  about 
a  month  before,  and  dad  narrowly 
efcaped  an  unwilling  encounter 
with  the  Engliih  ;  but  having  the 
fortune  to  receive  notice  from  a 
neutral  (hip  of  their  near  ap¬ 
proach,  all  the  vaunts  which  had 
been  fo  long  thrown  out,  of  his 
determination  and  eagernefs  to 
light  them,  were  at  once*  given 
up,  and  he  made  the  belt  of  his 
Way  into  Cadiz.  On  the  fame 
day,  after  exploring 
the  htuation  of  the  V  - 
Spanilli  fleet.  Admiral  Darby  for¬ 
warded  the  convoy,  with  force 
men  of  war  and  frigates  to.  cover 
them,  to  Gibraltar,  as  well  as 
1  3  tail  into  the  Mediterranean,  on 
their  way  to  Minorca,  whilft  he 
cruized  with  the  main  body  of 
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the  fleet  off  the  Streight’s  mouth, 
in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of 
the  enemy  if  they  (hould  venture 
10  put  to  fea. 

But  though  Spain  dared  not 
to  encounter  the  Britifb  fleet  at 
lea,  (he  had  by  this  time  prepared, 
a  new,  exceedingly  troublefom'e, 
and  not  a  little  dangerous,  enemy, 
within  the  hay  of  Gibraltar  it  fell, 
upon  which  (lie  depended,  not 
only  for  defeating  the  defign  of 
relief  to  that  fortrefs,  but  for  burn¬ 
ing  the  convoy  in  the  attempt. 
We  have  heretofore  had  occalion 
to  take  notice,  of  the  trouble, 
which  a  few  gun-boats  they  had 
condru&ed  at  Algeziras,  (on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  bay  of  Gibral¬ 
tar)  had  frequently  given,  by 
coming  from  their  retreat,  and 
firing  upon  the  town  and  garrifon 
under  the  covert  of  the  night. 

o 

The  long  leifure  of  the  fiege,  and 
the  continual  opportunity  which 
it  afforded,  for  invention,  experi¬ 
ment,  and  practical  improvement, 
had  enabled  the  Spaniards  to  ar* 
rive  at  the  highed  perfection  in 
the  conflrudtion  and  management 
of  this  fort  of  velfels,  and  to  in- 
oreafe  their  number  lo  as  to  form 
a  little  fleet  of  gun-boats.  Each 
of  thefe  was  worked  by  zo  oars, 
and  carried  a  long  26  pounder  in 
its  prow,  which  threw  lliot  much 
farther  than  any  (hip  guns  could 
reach  ;  and  this  kind  of  f  ree  was 
rendered  (till  more  formidable  and 
dangerous,  by  the  addition  of  fe- 
veral  bomb-boats  upon  a  fimilar 
condrudion.  Beiides,  they  had 
(to  the  great  misfortune  of  the 
garrifon,  in  having  no  fimiUr,  or 
other  force  to  oppofe  them)  been 
fo  long  in  the  uninterrupted  pol- 
leilion  of  the  bay,  that  they  had 
bv  this  time  niea  lured  all  their 


diflances,  and  knew  the  effect  of 
their  tire  in  every  direction. 

During  the  continuance  of  the 
convoy  in  the  bay,  about  20  of 
thefe,  under  the  conduct  of  a 
Don  Moreno,  who  appeared  in 
his  barge  giving  orders,  (allied, 
under  the  benefit  of  the  early  calm, 
every  morning  from  Algeziras, 
and  with  a  fixed  and  deady  aim, 
regularly  cannonaded  and  b  nn- 
barded  our  (hips  ;  but  as  loon  as 
the  wind,  at  its  dated  hour,  be¬ 
gan  to  fpring  up,  they  immedi¬ 
ately  fled,  and  were  purfued  in 
vain.  Thefe  attacks  were  fo  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  convoy,  that  Sir 
John  Lockhart  Rofs,  with  his 
whole  diviflon  of  two-decked  ihips, 
was  lent  in  to  their  protection  ; 
and  every  captain  in  his  {quadron, 
as  well  as  the  other  officers,  was 
obliged  to  take  a  perfonal  and  ac¬ 
tive  part  in  this  contemptible  war¬ 
fare.  Nothing  was  ever  more 
vexatious  to  the  feamen,  or  ex¬ 
cited  their  indignation  in  a  greater 
degree,  than  the  fuccelsful  auda¬ 
city  ot  this  petty  enemy.  As 
their  prows  only  were  expofed  to 
view,  the  objeCl  was  (o  (mail,'  that 
when  they  ventured  within  reach 
of  our  (hot,  it  was  (fill  no  more 
than  a  bare  poffibility  to  hit  the 
mark  ;  and  the  repeated  exertions 
of  forne  of  the  braved  officers  and 
bed  feamen  in  the  world  to  cut  off 
their  retreat  was  fruidefs.  The 
Spaniards  however  failed  in  their 
grand  objeCt  ;  their  continued  ef¬ 
forts  were  only  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  trouble  and  vexation  ;  and  lo 
far  from  burning  the  convoy,  no 
material  damage  was  done  to  any 
part  of  the  (hipping. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grievoys 
to  Spain  than  this  relief,  nor  more 
mortifying  to  her  pride,  than  the 
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difgrace,  after  fo  much  boafling, 
which  her  navy  now  faffered  in 
the  eyes  of  ail  Europe.  She  had 
let  her  heart  fo  entirely  on  the  re¬ 
covery  of  Gibraltar,  that  lhe 
lcarcely  feemed  to  have  another 
object  in  the  war.  She  lavifhed 
her  treafures  with  an  unfparing 
hand  in  that  purfuit.  The  labour 
of  the  nation  was  exhaulled  in 
the  ftupendous  works  which  lhe 
railed  before  the  place,  and  they 
were  now  covered  with  the  moil 
tremendous  artillery  that  has  per¬ 
haps  been  known  in  any  fiege.  In¬ 
deed  the  whole  naval  and  military 
ibrce  of  the  Hate,  and  its  .rel’ources 
of  every  fort,  ieemed  directed  to 
that  fingle  objedt. 

All  thele  powers  were  now 
called  into  action,  and  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  town,  with  its  miferable 
inhabitants,  were  the  victims  to 
her  indignation.  iyo  pieces  of 
cannon  of  the  heavieft  metal,  and 
fourfcore  mortars,  di (gorged  their 
tremendous  torrents  of  fire  all  at 
once  upon  that  narrow  fpot.  It 
feemed  as  if  not  only  the  works, 
but  the  rock,  itfelf,  mull  have  been 
overwhelmed.  This  dreadful  can¬ 
nonade  and  bombardment,  was 
continued  night  and  day,  for  a 
confiderabie  time,  without  inter- - 
million.  It  is  faid,  and  may  well 
be  fuppofed,  that  nothing  could 
be  more  Iplendidly  magnificent, 
or  dreadfully  fublime,  tiian  the 
view  and  the  report  of  this  tre¬ 
mendous  fcene,  to  thofe  who  ob- 
lerved  them  from  the  neighbouring 
hill's  of  Barbary  and  Spain  during 
the  night  ;  especially  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  when  the  cannonade  of 
the  enemy  being  returned,  with 
llili  luperior  power,  and  greater 
fiercenels  by  General  Elliot,  the 
whole  rock  feemed  to  vomit  out 


fire,  and  all  diltin&ion  of  parts  was 
loll  in  flame  and  frnoke. 

It  was  computed  by  the  artil¬ 
lery  officers  and  engineers  in  the 
garrilon,  that  during  more  than 
three  weeks  from  the  firll  attack, 
the  enemy  continued  regularly  to 
expend,  at  lead,  a  thoulknd  bar¬ 
rels  of  gunpowder,  of  an  hundred 
pound  weight  each,  and  to  fire 
from  four  to  five  thoufand  (hot 
and  fihells,  in  every  twenty-four 
hours  upon  the  fortrefs.  No 
powers  of  fupply  could^long  lup- 
port  this  expenditure.  After  dif- 
charging  75,000  fliot,  and  25,000 
ffiells,  in  this  courle  of  firing;  it 
was  then  lowered  to  about  600  of 
both  in  the  24  hours ;  at  which 
reduced  fcale  it  was  Continued  for 
feveral  weeks  longer. 

While  the  fleet  continued  in  the 
Bay,  Gen.  Elliot  retorted  the  ene¬ 
my’s  attack  with  a  prodigious 
ffiower  of  fire  ;  but  as  it  was  a 
{landing  maxim  with  that  expe¬ 
rienced  commander  never  to  wade 
his  ammunition,  and  that  the 
great,  and  evidently  -increafing 
difficulty  of  lupply,  rendered  that 
caution  dill  more  effentially  ne- 
ceffary,  he  loon  retrenched  in  that 
refpefit,  and  feemed  to  behold  un¬ 
concerned  the  fury  and  violence 
of  the  enemy.  The  lofs  of  men 
on  the  dde  of  the  garrilon,  dur¬ 
ing  this  unexampled  cannonade 
and  bombardment,  was  much  lefs 
than  could  have  been  poffibly  ima¬ 
gined,  even,  without  considering 
the  narrownefs  of  the  ground 
which  they  defended,  its  high  fitu- 
ation  above  the  works,  and  the 
great  proportion  ol  their  number 
which  were  continually  expofed, 
in  the  duty  and  relief  of  their  nu¬ 
merous  guards.  The  whole  lofs, 
from  the  12th  of  April  to  the  end 
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of  ]ii~e,  amounted  only  to  one 
com  mi  limned  officer,  and  52  pri- 
\ate  men  killed,  and  to  (even  offi¬ 
cers,  and  253  others  wounded. 
The  damage  to  the  works  was  too 
trifling  to  give  any  concern  to  the 
defenders  but  the  duty  and  fa¬ 
tigue  were  extreme,  and  they  ex¬ 
perienced  in  a  high  degree  ail  the 
incommodities  and  rigours  ot  a 
fiege,  famine  and  peftilence  only 
expected. 

The  town  and  its  inhabitants* 
were  the  l'acriuce.  It  could  not 
be  large,  blit  it  was  extremely  po¬ 
pulous.  Though  the  number  of 
houles  was  under  live  hundred, 
die  inhabitants  (at  lead  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fiege)  confider- 
a  h[  y  exceeded  three  thouiand. 
Thefe  were  compoled  of  various 
nations  and  religions,  the  Englifh 
amounting  only  to  500,  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholics  to  near  2000,  and 
the  Jews  were  little  lhort  ot  900. 
They  had  been  formed,  early  in 
the  reiun  of  George  the  Second, 
into  a  corporation,  with  a  Mayor 
and  aldermen  (according  to  the 
ILnglifh  model)  for  their  govern¬ 
ment.  The  wives  and  families  of 
the  officers  and  garriion,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  are  not  included  iu  this 
edimate. 

Upon  thefe  fell,  almod,  the 
whole  weight  of  this  cruel  can¬ 
nonade  and  bombardment.  Such 
as  were  not  buried  in  the  ruins  of 
their  houles,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
the  tbells,  iu  the  general  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  firffc  night,  lied,  many 
of  them  nearly  naaed,  to  the  re¬ 
mote  parts  of  the  rock.  But  the 
/hells  from  the  batteries  reached  to 
places  which  had  always  been 
deemed  1  ecu  re  ;  and  where  thefe 
failed,  the  gun-boats  lurking  in 
the  dark,  poured  death  and  de- 


druCtion  during  the  night  to  the 
mod  fequedered  recedes.  No  lcene 
could  be  more  deplorable.  It  is 
laid,  that  mothers  and  children, 
clafped  in  each  others  arms,  were, 
at  the  fame  infant,  fo  compleatly 
blown  to  pieces  by  the  bombs,  that 
it  feemed  rather  an  annihilation, 
than  a  difperfion  of  their  fhattered 
fragments.  The  cafemates,  which 
could  alone  afford  fecurkv,  were 
filled  by  the  garrifon  ;  and  happy 
did  ladies  of  the  greated  fenfibi- 
lity  and  mod  delicate  habits  deem 
it,  to  be  admitted  to  a  few  hours 
repofe  in  them,  amidd  all  the  node 
of  a  crowded  loldiery,  an  A  the 
groans  of  the  wounded  who  were 
brought  in  from  their  works. 

Time  and  fear,  by  degrees,  led 
to  the  difcovery  of  new  places  of 
fecurity  ;  nor  was  the-  fire  of  the 
enemy  at  all  times'  equally  fatal  in 
thole  within  reach  ;  but  when  a 
ceifation  of  its  violence  enfued, 
the  l'urviving  inhabitants  having 
lod  their  houfes  and  property, 
could  no  longer  live  in  the  place. 
They  accordingly,  including  the 
families  of  the'  officers,  eagerly 
l'eized  every  opportunity  ol  dip¬ 
ping  that  oifered  lor  an  elcape, 
whether  to  England  or  to  the 
neighbouring  countries. 

It  feemed  as  it  the  lpoil  of  the 
Dutch  ifland  of  St.  Eudatius  had 
been  fubject  to  foine  fatality, 
which  was  to  deprive  the  nation 
as  well  as  the  captors  of  its  bene¬ 
fit.  A  rich  convoy,  freighted  with 
the  mod  valuable  commodities 
taken  at  that  ifland,  was  on  its 
way  to  England,  at  the  time  that 
Admiral  Darby  lb i led  to  tbe  relief 
of  Gibraltar.  France,  determin¬ 
ing  to  profit  of  the  ablence  of  the 
grand  fleet,  had  equipped  leven  or 
eight  dips  of  the  line  with  the  ut- 
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moft  expedition  at  Bred,  which 
were  Tent  out  under  the  command 
of  M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  in  order 
to  intercept  the  Euftatius  convoy, 
as  well  as  a  rich  fleet,  which  was 
then  likewife  on  its  wav  home  from 
Jamaica. 

M.  Piquet  fucceeded  in  the  firft 
part  of  his  defign,  Commodore 
Piotham  had  only  four  fhips  of 
war  for  the  protection  of  the  con- 
A/t'  .  A  voy  from  St.  Euftatius. 
a)  2  *  Fourteen  or  fifteen  of 
the  merchant  fhips  were  taken  ; 
but  the  men  of  war,  with  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  convoy,  were  lhel- 
tered  in  fbme  of  the  weftern  ports 
of  Ireland.  Advice  of  this  mif~ 
adventure  being  received  in  the 
grand  fleet  on  its  wav  back  from 

r  .  ,  ' 

Gibraltar,  Admiral  Darby  imme¬ 
diately  difpatched  a  fufficient  force 
to  intercept  M.  Piquet’s  fquadron, 
on  its  return  to  France.  The 
French  commander  prudently 
evaded  this  danger  ;  for  upon  find¬ 
ing  the  number  and  richnefs  of  his 
prizes,  he  thought  their  p refer v- 
ation  of  too  much  importance  to 
be  hazarded  upon  a  very  doubtful 
contingency  ;  and  giving  up  at 
once  all  views  upon  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  his  immediate  return  to  his 
own  coafts,  was  barely  fufhcienc 
to  prevent  his  falling  in  with  the 
Bntifh  fquadron.  it  was  laid, 
that  the  under- writers,  or  inlurers 
in  England,  loir  fix  or  levcn  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  pounds  by  this  cap¬ 
ture. 

A  fecret  expedition,  to  a  very 
remote  part  oi  the  world,  had  been 
long  talked  of,  and  luppofed  to 
have  been  more  than  once  in  con¬ 
templation  in  England.  The  re¬ 
ports  of  great  commotions  in  Pe¬ 
ru,  and  tome  other  of  the  bp. mi  ill 
dominions  in  America,  made  it 


generally  fuppofed,  that  the  South 
Seas  would  have  been  the  deftina- 
tion  of  fuch  an  armament.  It 
feems  probable,  that  nothing  lefs 
thin  the  mimberlefs  exigencies, 
and  the  various  untoward  events 
of  the  war,  could  have  delayed 
the  profecution  of  a  defign,  which 
feemed  pregnant  with  the  mo  ft  fa¬ 
tal  confequences  to  the  enemy. 

At  this  time,  when  our  ene¬ 
mies  were  multiplied,  the  defign 
feemed  not  only  to  be  revived,  but 
to  be  ferioufly  adopted.  A  fmali 
fquadron  (whole  objects  and  de- 
llination  were  kept  fecret)  under 
the  conduCf  of  Commodore  john- 
ftone,  with  a  body  of  land  forces 
commanded  by  General  Meadows, 
(who  had  been  fo  highly  diftin- 
guiihed  in  the  aCtion  with  D’Ef- 
taing  at  St.  Lucia)  accompanied 
the  grand  fleet  on  its  departure 
from  England  for  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar.  The  fquadron  con- 
fified  of  a  feventy-four,  a  fixt)~ 
four,  and  three  fifty-gun  fhips, 
be'des  feveral  frigates,  a  bomb- 
veflel,  firefhip,  and  fome  floops  of 
war.  The  land  force  was  com- 
pofed  of  three  new  regiments  of  a 
thouiand  men  each.  Several  out¬ 
ward  bound  EaftTndia-men  and 
ftore  o-r  ordnance  veifels,  went  out 
with  this  convoy,  and  the  whole 
fleet,  including  (ranfports  and. 
armed  flops,  amounted  to  more 
than  forty  fail.  The  objebt  of 
this  armament  was  undoubtedly 
changed  in  conlequence  of  die 
Dutch  war,  which  occaiioned  an 
attempt  upon  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  be  lubftituted,  in  the 
place  of  the  large  field  of  enter- 
prize  which  lay  open  in  South- 
America,  1  he  war  was  too  vaft, 
to  afford  a  pollibilit y  ot  feeding  it 
in  all  its  parts. 

This 
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This  change  of  object  did  not 
e'cape  the  penetration  of  France 
and  Holland.  The  latter,  trem¬ 
bling  at  the  danger  to  which  all 
her  pofleffions  in  the  Fall;  would 
be  expofed  by  the  lofs  of  that  mod: 
important  and  valuable  fettlement 
and  being  totally  incapable  her- 
fdf  of  providing  for  its  defence, 
had  no  other  refource  in  this  ex¬ 
treme  urgency,  than  by  an  appli¬ 
cation  to  her  new  friend  and  ally 
for  affiftance  to  avert  an  evil, 
which  was  capable  in  its  confe- 
quences  of  {baking  the  Republic 
to  its  foundations.  France  was 
Icarcely  lefs  interefted  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  lefs  concerned  in  the 
conferences  of  its  lofs,  than  Hol¬ 
land  ;  but  (he  was  belides  defirous, 
and  it  was  no  lefs  necelfary,  that, 
under  the  circumftances  of  fo  new 
and  unexpected  a  connection,  (he 
fbould,  by  a  timely  difplay  of  her 
power  and  gratitude,  juftify  to 
them  and  to  the  world,  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  part  which  ihe  had  led 
tiie  States-General  to  take  in  the 
conteft.  A  fquadron  of  five  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  fome  frigates, 
with  a  body  of  land  forces,  were 
accordingly  deftined  to  this  fer- 
vice,  under  the  conduct  of  M.  de 
Suffrein,  who  failed  from  Ereft,  in 
company  with  the  grand  fleet 
bound  to  the  Weft-Indies  under 
the  Count  de  Grade,  in  the  latter 
end  of  March.  The  naval  part 
eft  this  armament,  was  ultimately 
ddigned  to  reinforce  M.  de  Orves, 
and  to  oppole  the  Engliih  fleet  un¬ 
der  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  in  the 
Eaft-Indies;  but  Suftrein’s  imme¬ 
diate  and  particular  inftruCtions, 
went,  to  nurfue  and  counteract 
,ohnftone,s  armament,  upon  every 
occafion,  and  in  every  poilible 


manner  ;  ftill,  hpwever,  keeping 
a  c»nftant  eye  to  his  principal  ob¬ 
ject,  the  efteCtual  protection  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which 
was  to  take  place  of  all  other  confi- 
derations  whatever. 

As  there  was  no  great  difference 
in  point  of  time,  between  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  two  armaments 
from  England  and  France,  their 
encounter  was,  even  in  the  ufual 
courle  of  things,  not  improbable; 
but  as  the  court  of  Verfailles  was 
accurately  informed  of  johnftone’s 
force,  and  of  all  the  circumftan¬ 
ces  attending  his  convoy,  it  may 
be  reafonably  fuppofed,  that  they 
were  not  totally  ignorant  of  his 
courfe,  any  more  than  of  his  desti¬ 
nation.  , 

That  commodore  had,  with  the 
fleet  under  his  care,  put  into  the 
Cape  de  Verd  Elands,  belonging 
to  Portugal,  for  water  and  frefii 
provifions ;  and  as  they  had  no 
idea  of  any  enemy  or  danger  being 
at  hand,  they  feem  to  have  lain 
without  much  care  or  order,  as  it 
fuited  the  convenience  of  the  re- 
fpective  captains,  in  an  open  har¬ 
bour  or  bay  called  port  Praya, 
fituated  in  the  moft  conftderable 
of  thole  iflands,  called  St.  Jago, 
and  belonging  to  the  principal 
town.  A  great  number  of  the 
crews  were  abfent  from  the  {hips, 
being  engaged  in  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  watering,  hilling,  em¬ 
barking  live  cattle,  and  all  the 
other  occupations,  neceffary  to 
the  preparation  or  fupply  of  fo 
many  veflels,  for  fo  long  a  voyage. 
A  number  of  men  and  officers  were 
likewifeon  fihore,  partaking  of  the 
health  and  recreations  of  the 
ifland. 

In  this  unprepared  and  difor- 
dered  ftate,  the  Ills  man  of  war  of 
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50  guns,  which  happened  to  be 
one  of  the  ou termed  flhips,  per- 
A  ril  16  ce,vec^  between  nine 

1  "  8 1  ,  an<^  ten  ln  ^ie  morn^nS 
7 '  a  ftrange  fquadron, 

coming  clofe  round  under  a  nar¬ 
row  flip  of  land,  the  extreme  point 
of  which  forms  the  eaftern  angle 
at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour; 
and  although  the  land  of  the  in¬ 
tervening  neck  was  high,  lo  much 
was  feen  cf  their  figuals  and  man¬ 
ner  of  working,  that  they  were 
caflly  perceived  to  be  an  enemy, 
and  judged  to  be  French.  The 
alarm  being  given,  fignals  for  un- 
jnooring,  for  preparing  for  acr- 
tion,  and  for  recalling  the  people 
on  fhore,  were  ipeedily  thrown 
out  *,  for  though  the  port  was  neu¬ 
tral,  it  was  well  known  that  the 
French,  where  advantage  afforded, 
were  feldom  ferupujous  in  the  ob- 
fervation  of  it  ;  and  befuies,  as 
the  Portugnefe  fort  and  garrilon 
were  utterly  incapable  of  maintain¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  Sovereignty,  it 
might  be  fuppofed  that  they  would 
be  lei's  attended  to. 

No  fleet  could  be  taken  .at  a 
greater  diiadvqntage  ;  and  among 
their  various  embarraifments  it  was 
not  the  leaf,  that  the  decks  of 
moth  of  the  ihips  were  encumbered 
with  water  calks  and  live  flock, 
while  the  iuddennefs  oi  the  attack 
afforded  no  time  for  their  being 
cleared.  M.  de  Su.il rein,  having 
/  feparated  from  the  convoy,  and 
hauling  clofe  round  the  eaflern 
point  of  land,  with  his  live  fail  of 
the  line,  was  very  loon  in  the 
centre  of  the  JBiuilh  fleet,  the 
French  flaps  firing  on  both  Hides 
as  they  palled.  T  he  Hannibal,  cf 


nr, 


c  i  remignon,  led 


74  guns,  M.  d  w 

the  way  with  great  intrepidity  ; 
and  when  lie  got  as  near  our  Ihips 


(the  Hero,  of  74  guns.  Captain 
Hawker,  the  Monmouth  of  64, 
Captain  Alms,  and  the  Jupiter  of 
50,  Captain  Parfley)  as  he  could 
fetch,  dropped  his  anchors  with  a 
noble  air  of  refolution,  whfih 
gained  the  applaufe  even  of  his  ene¬ 
mies.  The  Heros,  .of  the  fame 
force,  ML  fie  SufTrein’s  own  lbip, 
took  the  next  place  ;  and  the  Arte- 
fien,  of  64  guns,  anchored  afiern 
of  the  Heros.  The  Venecur  and 
Sphynx,  of  64  guns  each,  ranged 
up  and  down,  as  they  could, 
through  the  crowd  of  ihips,  and 
fired,  on  either  fide,  at  every  lbip 
as  they  palled.  The  Romney  of 
50  guns,  the  commodore’s  own 
lbip,  being  too  far  advanced  to¬ 
wards  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  and 
too  much  interrupted  by  the  vefiels 
that  lay  between,  to  take  an  effec¬ 
tive  part  in  the  aklion,  Mr.  John- 
flone  accordingly  quitted  her,  and 
went  on  board  the  Hero. 

The  engagement  lafied  from 
firft  to  laft  about  an  hour  and  a  half ; 
and  the  Ihips  being  very  clofe,  and 
the  Engliih  firing  only  from  one 
fide,  the  guns  were  inceftantly 
played,  and  the  cannonade  was  ex¬ 
tremely  heavy.  In  fome  time  after 
the  adlion  began,  feveral  of  ti  e 
India  ihips  having  recovered  from 
their  lurprile,  fired  wkh  good  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  enemy.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  two  French  levent}- 
fours  carried  much  heavier  metal 
than  the  English,  their  lower  tiers 
of  36  pounders  throwing  flbet  equal 
to  42  pounds  of  our  weight  ;  and 
the  His,  well  as  the  Remney,  was 
by  (filiation  cut  off  from  any  great 
(bare  in  the  attion ;  although  the 
former  buffered  feverely  from  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  as  they  palled. 

In  about  aii  hour,  the  fituation 
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of  the  three  French  fhin*  at  anchor 

i 

became  too  intolerable  to  be  en¬ 
dured,  and  M.  de  Cardaillac,  a 
knight  of  Malta,  and  captain  of 
the  Artelien,  being  killed,  that 
(hip  cut  her  cable,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  the  bed  of  het  way 
out.  M.  de  Sufftrein,  thus  de- 
lerted  by  his  l'ec'ond  a-ftern,  found 
the  danger  fo  great,  and  the  ad¬ 
venture  fo  hopelefs,  that  he  fol¬ 
lowed  the  example.  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  Hannibal  was  now  left 
alone  as  a  mark  to  be  fired  at,  by 
every  fhip  in  the  fleet  whole  guns 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
object;  while  lhe  was  herfelf  fo 
dilmantled  and  ruined,  that  her 
returns  were  flow  and  ineffective. 
Overwhelmed  hy  fuch  a  weight 
and  quantity  of  Are,  fhe  exhibited 
an  extraordinary  fpe&acle  of  di- 
ftrefs  and  gallantry  ;  the  only  com¬ 
fort  left  in  fo  terrible  a  fituation, 
being  the  impoflibilicy  of  its  long 
continuance.  She  had  already 
[loft  her  fore-malt  and  bowfprit, 
and  her  cable  being  either  cut  or 
ffhot  away,  in  the  effort  of  hoilting 
miore  fail  to  get  out  of  the  fire,  both 
Bier  main  and  mizen  malts  went 
bverboard,  fo  that  Die  remained  a 
pure  hulk  upon  the  water.  It  is 
jnot  eafy  to  be  underttood  by  land- 
knen,  how  lhe  could  efcape  in  fuch 
fa  condition.  Her  colours  were 
either  (truck,  or  (hot  away  ;  the 
former  being  afferted  on  one  fide, 

(md  denied  on  the  other.  She, 
lowever,  joined  the  other  (hips  at 
the  mouth  of  the  bay  ;  and  was 
towed  off,  and  aihfted  in  erecting 
ury  malts  by  them.  As  their  ac- 
:ack  was  fudden,  their  retreat  was 
o  precipitate,  that  the  S'phynx, 
»f  64  guns,  narrowly  elcaped  ba¬ 
ng  loft  upon  a  reef  cal’  rocks. 
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which  runs  out  from  the  weftem 
point  of  the  harbour. 

Commodore  Johnftone  purfued 
the  enemy,  and  endeavoured  to 
renew  the  engagement.  But  va- 
rio’us  ob  ftacles,  among  which  were 
the 'damage  fuftained  by  the  His," 
the  nature  of  the  winds  and  cur¬ 
rents,  and  the  late  time  of  day  at 
which  there  leemed  any  pofiibility 
of  its  being  done,  all  concurred 
in  defeating  this  purpofe.  The 
Hinchingbrooke  Eaft-Indiaman, 
which,  after  a  gallant  re  fi  Ida  nee, 
and  being  much  torn,  had  been 
carried  out  by  the  enemy,  was  re¬ 
taken  ;  and,  as  if  it  had  been  de¬ 
creed,  that  they  (bould  bear  away 
no  trophy  from  this  adfcion,  tile 
Infernal  fire-fhip,  which  (by  un¬ 
luckily  lying  too  near  the  mouth 
of  the  bav)  had  likewife  been  car¬ 
ried  off,  was  recovered  by  her  own 
crew. 

Such  was  the  ilftue  of  this 
flrangely  conducted,  irregular, 
and  confuted  action,  in  which  M. 
de  S  afire  in  made  no  great  difplay 
of  thole  eminent  qualities,  which 
have  lince,  through  the  feries  or 
hard  fought  and  delperate  con- 
fli6ts  he  luftained  againft  Sir  Ed-* 
ward  Hughes  in  India,  rendered 
his  name  lb  highly  and  fo  de  fervid¬ 
ly  renowned.  The  French  fee  in 
to  have  built  too  much  upon  the 
advantages  of  their  furprize  ;  and 
to  have  aided  as  if  they  had  been 
rulhing  on  to  a  certain  prey,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  the  rough  encounter 
of  an  enemy,  v/ho  was  in  all  cir- 
cumftances  and  fit  nations  truly 
formidable.  A  few  of  our  land 
officers  and  foldiers,  who  were ' 
paflengers  on  board  the  India 
lliips  and  tranfports,  were  killed 
or  wounded  }  but  the  lofts  of  men 

upon 
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upon  the  whole,  confidering  the 
clofenefs  of  the  aftion,  the  fmooth- 
nefs  of  the  water,  with  the  num¬ 
ber  and  crowded  fituation  of  the 
(hipping,  was  very  final!  ;  and 
fuch  as  it  was,  was  fo  divided, 
that  almoft  every  velTel  of  the  fleet 
and  convoy  fuftained  fome  part. 
The  merchant  lhipping  received, 
however,  confiderable  damage  in 
their  hulls  and  rigging,  The 
Fortitude  Indiaman  was  difiin- 
gu idled  by  the  extraordinary  bra¬ 
very  of  her  defence  ;  and  when  (lie 
was  at  length,  after  much  fire, 
boarded.  Captain  Jenkinfon,  who, 
with  his  company  of  the  98th  regi¬ 
ment  were  paffengers,  molt  gal¬ 
lantly  cleared  the  deck  and  rigging 
of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  vi&ors  had 
afterwards  the  fatisfaclion  of  tak¬ 
ing  up  and  laving  fome  of  thofe 
whom  they  had  compelled  to  jump 
overboard, 

>,T  The  fleet  failed  from 

*  T  2 •  por(.  F  ray  a  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  May,  and  towards  the 

middle  of  June  the  Commodore 

difpatched  Captain  Pigot,  with 
three  or  four  of  the  bed  failing  fri¬ 
gates  and  cutters,  to  proceed  to¬ 
wards  the  fouthern  extremity  of 

Africa,  in  order,  if  polfible,  to 

obtain  fome  intelligence  of  the 
Fate  of  the  enemy  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  ;  with  inftruftions  to  rejoin  the 
fleet,  at  a  given  point  of  latitude 
and  longitude.  Captain  Pigot  had 
the  fortune  to  fall  in  with  and 
take  a  large  Dutch  EalF India  (hip 
of  1200  tons  burthen,  which  had 
newly  failed  from  Saldanha  Bay 
near  the  Cape;  fhe  was  laden  with 
Fores  and  provifions,  befides 
40,000].  in  bullion,  for  the  ifland 
of  Ceylon  ;  but  the  intelligence  Ihe 
afforded  was  of  fill  greater  value 
than  the  cargo. 


From  this  it  appeared,  that  M, 
de  Suffrein,  with  five  fail  of  the 
line,  mod  of  his  tranfporm,  a  d  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops,  had' 
arrived  at  Falfe  Bae ,  on  the  2 if 
of  June ;  and  that  feveral  Dutch 
Eall-India  (hips  (homeward  bound, 
but  afraid  to  proceed)  were  then 
at  anchor  in  Saldanha  Bay,  which 
lies  about  fourteen  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  the  Cape  town  and 
fort.  To  explain  the  caufe  of 
their  lying  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
from  their  principal  lettlement 
and  defence,  it  may  be  neceffary  to 
obferve,  that  the  Table  Bay,  upon 
which  thel'e  lie,  is  not  only  much 
fmaller,  and  lefs  convenient  than 
that  of  Saldanha,  but  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  dangerous  to  (hipping  dur¬ 
ing  the  winds  that  blow  in  our 
fummer  months,  Thel'e  bad  pro¬ 
perties  attending  Table  Bay,  was 
the  motive  of  M.  de  Sufirein's  an¬ 
choring  in  Falfe  Bay,  which  lies 
at  the  back  of  that  very  long  and 
narrow  neck  of  land,  running  far 
out  into  the  lea,  the  mountain  at 
whole  head  forms  what  is  properly 
called  the  Cape.  The  bottom  of 
this  bay  lies  within  about  three 
leagues  by  land  of  the  Cape  town 
(which  is  fituated  a  little  higher  up 
on  the  oppofite  coall;  than  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  continent  with  the  pen-* 
infula)  although  the  paflage  by  lea 
round  the  neck  is  long,  difficult, 
and  dangerous. 

The  timely  arrival  of  the  French 
fquadron  and  troops  was  what  pre- 
ferved  the  Cape  and  its  dependent 
fettlements  to  Holland ;  for  nei¬ 
ther  their  troops  nor  their  fortifi¬ 
cations  were  at  all  capable  of  re¬ 
lating  the  land  and  the  naval  force, 
under  General  Meadows  and  Com¬ 
modore  johnllone.  The  frigates 
having  rejoined  the  fleet,  with 
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their  prize  and  intelligence,  pretty 
early  in  July,  and  the  commanders 
finding  that  their  views  on  the 
Cape  were  entirely  fruftrated,  Mr. 
Johnllone  determined  to  profit  of 
what  was  yet  within  reach,  by  an 
attempt  upon  the  Dutch  ihips  in 
the  bay  of  Saldanha. 

This  fclieme  was  ably  and  fuc- 
celsfully  conducted.  The  perfect 
knowledge  which  our  leamen  had 
ol  that  bay,  as  well  as  of  the 
whole  coaft,  afforded  them  the 
greateft  advantages  in  the  execu¬ 
tion.  The  difficulty  lav  in  con- 

%  J  J 

dueling  the  iurprize  infuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  ffiould  prevent  the  enemy 
from  having  time  to  deftroy  the 
ffiipping.  To  facilitate  this  pur- 
pole,  the  commodore  took  the 
charge  of  pilotage  upon  himfelt; 
and  running  in  under  the  ffiore  in 
the  night,  and  judging  his  didance 
only  bv  the  lead,  he  was  enabled 
by  traverfes  to  return  into  Saldanha 
Bay  betimes  in  the  morning}  and 
was  fio  alert  and  rapid  in  his  move¬ 
ments,  that  though  the  enemy 
wfire  apprehenlive  of  their  danger, 
and  had  kept  their  fbre-topdUiis 
bent  in  preparation,  yet  they  had 
lcarcely  time,  from  the  diicuvery 
to  the  coming  up  of  the  Britiih 
fhips,  to  loole  them,  to  cut  their 
cables,  and  to  run  the  velfels  on 
fliore.  The  boats  being  inltamly 
manned,  the  feamen  with  their 
ufual  alacrity  boarded  the  Ihips, 
which  were  already  let  on  tire  by 
the  enemy,  and  had  the  fortune 
to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  to 
lave  four  large  Ihips,  from  io^q 
to  i  rco  tons  each;  but  the  fire 
raged  with  Inch  fury  10  the  Mid* 
dleburgh,  of  eoual  burthen,  that 
all  their  efforts  to  lave  her  Were 
ineffectual,  and  ihe  blew  up  in 
ieh  chun  tep  minutes  after,  the 


boats  had  abandoned  her;  but  bv 
a  mod  extraordinary  exertion  of 
labour  and  courage,  they  towed 
her  out  dern  foremoft,  and  thereby 
fuved  the  other  prizes  from  de- 
ftruftion.  It  was  a  matter  of  lbrae 
c  iriofity,  to  fee  General  Mea¬ 
dows  perfonally  abiding  in  this 
dangerous  lervice,  which  was  fo 
entirely  foreign  to  his  profellional 
line  of  action. 

A  remarkable  in  dance  here  oc¬ 
curred,  of  the  naileries  to  which 
royalty,  as  well  as  the  red  of  man¬ 
kind,  is  at  times  liable,  and  of 
the  ruin  which  generally  attends 
ail  intimate  connections  between 
weak  dates  and  the  more  powerful  ; 
which  becomes  dill  more  inevit¬ 
able,  and  the  calamity  infinitely 
more  grievous,  if  the  dronger  is, 
under  any  pretence,  admitted  .to 
gain  a  hold  and  footing  in  the 
country  of  the  weaker. 

A  boat  was  feen  rowing  from 
the  Hi  ore  to  the  commodore’s  fhip, 
filled  with  people  in  the  eadern 
garb,  who,  while  yet  at  a  didance, 
midethe  moil  humiliating  figns  of 
fupplication.  Thefe  were  no  lei's 
than  the  two  kings  of  Ternate 
and  Tidore  (two  of  the  valuable 
fpice  islands)  with  the  princes  of 
tlieir  refpeCtive  families,  who  had 
been  long  expiating,  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  of  nailery,  thole  bleliings  of 
nature,  which  had  rendered  their 
countries  the  objects  of  foreign 
ambition  and  avarice.  Thefe  un¬ 
happy  princes  having,  upon  fome 
jeatoufy  or  lul^icion,  been  de¬ 
puted  by  the  Dutch,  had,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  harffi  and  cruel  maxims 
which  have  ever  dilgraced  their 
government  in  the  Bad,  for  feve- 
rai  years  been  confined  within  the 
limits  of  a  parched  and  defolate 
ifland  near  this  place,  which  lerve* 
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as  a  common  prifon  and  receptacle 
for  male  favors  and  criminals  of  all 
decrees  and  countries,  from  their 
various  lettlemeuts  in  India  *, 
where  rhefe  royal  perfonages,  with 
ihe'ir  fami  ies,  '  were,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  fex  or  quality,  obliged  to 
herd  upon  equal  terms  with  the 
mod  profligate  and  abandoned  of 
the  human  race.  It  feems  they 
had  been  lately  removed  Upon 
fome  occaficn  from  the  ifland  to 
the  continent ;  and  ieizing  the 
opportunity  which  the  prefent 
moment  of  terror  and  confulion 
afforded  to  efcape  from  bondage, 
they  flew  for  refuge  and  protection 
to  the  Engl ifli  fquadron. 

The  prizes  being  got  afloat,  and 
their  principal  fails,  which  had 
been  carefully  hidden,  fortunate¬ 
ly  recovered,  they  required  but 
little  delay  in  their  equipment, 
which  had  been  already  completed 
for  their  homeward  voyage.  The 
commodore  accordingly  (as  the 
great  object  of  his  expedition  had 
tailed)  with  the  Romney,  and 
moll:  of  the  frigates,  returned  with 
J.is  valuable  prizes  to  Europe. 
The  reft  of  the  fleet,  with  Gene¬ 
ral  Meadows  and  the  troops,  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  their  defined  courle  to 
the  Eaft- Indies.  In  that  marked 
courfe  of  ill  fortune,  which  has 
aimoft  conftantly  attended  us  du¬ 
ring  this  war,  one  of  the  prizes 
was  loft  near  the  month  of  the 
Channel,  and  a  number  of  brave 
leamen  peri  (lied  in  her.  This  ex¬ 
pedition  afforded  much  matter  of 
difculfion  at  home. 

The  fury  of  the  Spaniards 
fcerned  exhaufted  before  Gibral¬ 
tar,  and  towards  the  dole  of  the 
flu  miner  an  extraordinary  degree 
«  £  quiet  ailed  on  both  ftdes. 
The  ,  works  were  found  by  expe- 
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Hence  fuperior  to  all  their  efforts, 
the  garrifon  held  their  fire  in  con¬ 
tempt,  and  the  town  being  de- 
ftroyed,  and  the  inhabitants  gone, 
no  gratification  remained  to  re¬ 
venge.  The  gun-boats  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  troublefome  at  night  5 
but  the  governor  having  received 
fome  cannon  of  a  very  long  bore, 
which  were  fent  for  the  purpofe 
from  England,  and  they,  with  a 
number  of  mortars,  being  fixed  on 
the  neareft  batteries,  their  (hot,  as 
well  as  the  {hells,  reached  to  the 
very  centre  of  the  Spanifh  camp; 
and  it  being  foon  obl'erved,  that 
thele  were  only  fired  in  return  for 
the  infolence  of  the  boats,  the 
Spanifh  commanders  found  it 
convenient  to  reftrain  the  one,  in 
order  to  obviate  the  milchief  and 
confufion  occafioned  by  the  other  ; 
lb  that  by  a  lcrt  of  tacit  conven¬ 
tion,  hoftilities,  for  fome  time, 
ceafed  on  both  fides. 

But  during  this  calm.  General 
Elliot,  whole  eftablifhed  charac¬ 
ter  of  prudence,  caution,  and  the 
greateft  tendernefs  for  the  lives  of 
his  men,  was  capable  of  lulling 
the  moft  watchful  enemy  into  fe- 
curity,  was  meditating  a  heavy 
blow  upon  the  Spanifh  camp.  It 
was  not  apprehended,  that  a  com¬ 
mander  who  was  fo  great  an  ceco- 
norm  ft  even  of  his  ammunition,  as 
well  as  of  every  thing  elfe,  need 
be  lufpeEeed  of  great,  daring,  and 
hazardous  enterprize.  The  event 
however,  (hewed,  that  the  moft 
prudent  caution,  and  the  huldeit 
enterprize,  whe<n  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  experience  and  judg¬ 
ment,  were  perfectly  confifteut. 

General  Elliot  feeing  that  the 
enemy’s  ftupendous  works  were 
now,  after  immenle  labour  and 
expence,  arrived  at  their  h.igheft 
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ftate  of  perfedtinn,  confidered  this 
as  the  proper  feafon  of  attempting 
at  once  to  fruftrate  all  their  views, 
by  attacking,  llorming,  and  de- 
llrovin^  them.  The  delign  was 
glorious,  and  the  objedt  great. 

The  time  being  fixed,  and  all 
the  arrangements  made,  a  ftrong 
detachment  ilTued  from  the  garri- 
lon,  upon  the  fetting  of  the  moon, 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  27  th  of  November,  1761. 
The  troops  were  divided  in  three 
columns,  the  centre  being  led  by 
the  Hanoverian  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  Dackenhaufen  ;  the  column 
on  the  right,  by  Lieutenant-Co¬ 
lonel  Hugo,  of  the  fame  corps ; 
and  that  on  the  left,  by  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  frig,  of  the  12th 
regiment.  The  referve  was  led 
by  Major  Maxwell,  of  the  73d; 
a  party  of  Teamen,  in  two  divi- 
lions,  by  the  Lieutenants  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Muckle,  of  the  Brilliant 
and  Porcupine  ro)  al  frigates;  and 
the  whole  body  was  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  Rofs.  Each 
column  was  formed  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  ;  an  advanced  corps  j  a 
body  of  pioneers ;  a  party  ot  ar¬ 
tillery  men,  carrying  combufti- 
bles ;  a  fullaining  corps  j  and  a 
referve  in  the  rear.  The  pioneers 
of  the  left  column  were  teamen. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded  the  fi- 
lence  and  order  of  the  march,  the 
vigour  and  lpirit  of  the  attack,  or 
the  nice  and  exact  combination  ol 
all  the  parts.  The  whole  exterior 
front  of  the  enemy’s  works  was  at 
the  fame  inltant  every  where  at¬ 
tacked,  and  the  ardour  of  the 
troops  was  in  every  place  irrefilt- 
ible.  The  Spaniards,  ailoniflied, 
and  difmayed  by  the  fury  of  the 
aifuilants,  gave  way  on  every  fide ; 
and  were  toon  obliged  ouirelv, 
Vol.  XXV. 
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and  with  the  utmoft  precipication, 
to  abandon  thofe  prodigious  wor'^s, 
which  had  coft  fo  much  labour, 
time  and  expence  in  the  con- 
ftruCtion,  and  in  whofe  expedited 
cfFedt,  the  hopes  of  all  Spain  were 
centered.  The  moil  wonderful 
exertions  were  made  by  the  pio¬ 
neers  and  artillery  men,  who 
lpread  their  lire  with  luch  alto- 
nifhing  rapidity,  that  in  half  an 
hour,  two  mortar  batteries  of  ten 
thirteen  inch  mortars,  and  three 
batteries  of  heavy  cannon,  with 
all  the  lines  of  approach,  commn- 
nunicaticn,  and  traverfe,  were  in 
flames,  and  every  thing  lubjedt  to 
the  adtion  of  lire,  was  finally'  re¬ 
duced  to  allies.  The  mortars  and 
cannon  were  Ipiked,  and  their 
beds,  carriages,  and  platforms  de- 
ilroyed.  The  magazines  blew  up 
one  after  another  in  the  courle  ot 
the  conflagration. 

The  fugitives  from  the  work# 
feemed  to  communicate  their  own 
confufion  to  the  whole  Spanifli 
camp.  They  continued  tame 
fpectators  of  the  havock  that  was 
made,  without  an  effort  to  lave  or 
to  avenge  their  works,  unlels,  that 
an  ill  directed  and  inefledtive  fire  ot 
round  and  grape  lhot,  from  dif¬ 
ferent  diredtions  towards  the  fcene 
cf  deftrudlion,  might  be  confidered 
as  either.  The  whole  fervice  was 
performed,  and  the  detachment 
returned  to  the  garrifon,  before 
day-break;  it  not  exceeding  two 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  de¬ 
parture.  Their  lofs  was  too  in- 
coniiderable  to  be  mentioned. 
The  deftrudlion  which  they  made 
among  the  enemy  in  the  works, 
could  not,  from  the  darknefs,  and 
that  rapidity  of  adtion  which  af¬ 
forded  no  time  for  obfervation,  be 
eflimated;  but  it  was  evidently 
[H\  ton- 
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confiderable.  A  wounded  Spanish 
officer  of  quality,  and  a  few  pri¬ 
vate  men,  -were  brought  in  pri- 
foners.  The  former  died  in  Gib¬ 
raltar,  and  the  kindnefs  and  ten- 
dernefs  with  which  he  was  treated, 
were  acknowledged  by  the  Spanifh 
commanders. 

It  was  no  fin  all  confolation,  in 
the  mid b:  of  the  moft  lofing  and 
unfortunate  war  in  which  England 
had  ever  been  involved,  that  over¬ 
borne  as  fhe  was  by  the  multitude 
of  her  enemies  on  all  fides,  fhe 
buffered  no  diminution  of  her  an¬ 
cient  military  and  naval  renown, 
which  was  upheld  in  its  full  luftre, 
by  the  greatefl:  exertions  of  valour 
in  every  quarter  of  the  globe. 

We  have  formerly  had  occaflon 
to  obferve,  that  the  war  with 
Great-Britain  was  by  no  means  a 
popular  aft  in  Spain,  and  was  ge¬ 
nerally  confidered  rather  as  a  court 
meafure,  originating  under  the 
influence  of  French  counfels,  than 
as  the  refult  of  a  policy  founded 
on  the  real  interefts  of  that  coun¬ 
try.  The  little  fuccefs,  and  the 
immenfe  expence  with  which  it 
had  hitherto  been  attended,  could 
not  but  increafe  the  public  difla- 
tisfaftion  ;  and  the  court  itfelf 
feemed  at  length  to  conceive  a 
jealoufy,  that  France  had  been 
more  attentive  to  other  oljefts 
during  the  war,  than  to  thofe 
which  were  fo  interefting  and  fo 
dear  to  itfelf.  It  was  neceffary 
for  the  court  of  Verfailles  to  re¬ 
move  thefe  impreffions;  and  as 
neither  Jamaica  or  Gibraltar 
could  afford  any  luch  opportunity 
for  the  prefent,  the  fequeftered 
Ifland  of  IVlinorca,  which,  from 
the  nature  and  particular  circum- 
ffances  of  the  war,  was  almoft  cut 
off  from  the  poffibility  of  fuccour. 


could  not  efcape  obfervatron,  as 
the  objeft  immediately  offering  for 
the  purpofe.  Excepting  the  two 
former  places,  nothing  could  be 
more  flattering  to  the  court,  or 
gratifying  to  the  people  of  Spain, 
than  the  recovery  of  that  ifland. 
Nor  was  it  let's  flattering  to  the 
pride  and  ambition  of  France, 
that,  at  the  very  time  when  her 
fleet  was  deciding  the  American 
war,  and  dealing  out  the  relative 
deftiny  of  Great-Britain  and  her 
colonies,  fhe  fhould  eftablifh  fo 
laftinsr  a  memorial  of  her  naval 
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fuperiority  in  Europe.  The  war 
with  Elolland  had  ftill  farther  di¬ 
vided  the  naval  force  of  England, 
which,  called  upon  to  fuch  re¬ 
mote  and  various  fervices,  was  ne- 
ceffarily  unequal  to  great  and  fuc- 
cefsful  exertion,  in  any  given  point 
of  aftion. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  French 
commander  of  repute,  had  been 
taken  into  the  Spanifh  fervice,  and 
appointed  to  conduft  their  forces 
in  the  enterprize  againft  Minorca. 
And  in  conformity  with  this  de- 

o' 

fign,  M.  de  Guichen  failed  from 
Brefl,  near  the  end  of  June,  with 
a  powerful  fquadron  of  eighteen 
capital  fhips  (of  which  four  were 
of  the  greatefl:  dimenfions,  and 
carried  iio  guns  each)  in  order  to 
j.in  the  Spanifh  fleet,  and  fupport 
the  invafion.  The  not  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  intercept  this  fleet,  or  at 
leaf!:  to  prevent  a  junftion  fo  full 
of  danger,  and  which  could  not 
then  but  be  refiftlels,  were  matters 
which  occafioned  great  complaints 
againit  the  admiralty  in  England, 
and  afforded  a  new  handle  for  en¬ 
deavours  to  bring  on  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  enquiry  into  the  conduft 
of  the  firft  lord  of  that  depart¬ 
ment  i  but  which  proved  as  irief- 

fcftual 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


[ns 


feCtual  in  the  attempt,  as  the 
many  others  of  the  fame  nature, 
which  had  been  fo  repeatedly  foiled 
fince  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  The  friends  of  that  noble¬ 
man  vindicated  his  conduct,  by 
alferting  the  impracticability  of 
blocking  up  a  fleet  in  Bred:,  and 
by  reprefenting  the  danger  to 
which  our  homeward-bound  con¬ 
voys  would  have  been  expofed, 
during  the  abfence  of  the  weftern 
or  channel  fleet  on  lo  fruitlefs  a 
defign. 

The  combined  fleets  failed  from 
Cadiz,  with  about  10,000  Spa- 
nifb  troops,  before  the  end  of  July. 
The  French  had  been  reinforced 
by  the  Majeftueux,  of  1 10  guns, 
and  fome  other  fhips  of  the  line; 
and  were  commanded,  befides  the 
Count  de  Guichen,  by  Monlrs.  de 
Beauflet,  and  De  la  Motte  Picquet. 
The  Spanifh  fleet  amounted  to 
about  30  fail  of  the  line,  and  was 
commanded  by  Don  Lewis  of  Cor¬ 
dova,  and  Don  M.  de  Gallon. 
The  army  effected  its  landing  at 
Minorca,  without  oppofition,  on 
the  20th  of  Auguft  ;  and  was  not 
long  after  joined  by  fix  regiments 
from  Toulon,  under  the  conduCt 
of  Major  General  Count  de  Fal- 
kenhayn,  who  was  deemed  one  of 
the  bell  officers  in  the  French  fer- 
vice.  The  garrifon  was  weak, 
confiding  only  of  two  Englilh  and 
two  Hanoverian  regiments ;  and 
what  was  little  to  be  expected  in 
that  healthy  climate,  and  dry 
rocky  country,  was  exceedingly 
fickly.,  and  particularly  afflicted 
with  the  feurvy,  during  the  fiege. 
It  was,  however,  commanded  by 
two  diflinguilhed  officers.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  Murray,  formerly 
governor  of  Quebec,  now  held  the 
lame  rank  in  Minorca;  and  was 


feconded  by  Major-General  Sir 
William  Draper,  who  commanded 
at  the  conquelt  of  Manilla  in  the 
laffc  war. 

The  combined  fleets  were  con¬ 
tented  with  feeing  the  troops  fafe 
into  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  then 
trufting  them  to  a  fmail  convoy, 
returned  with  diligence,  to  the 
amount,  as  it  was  laid,  of49fhips 
of  the  line,  to  cruize  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Englilh  channel.  Though 
this  was  an  effectual  means  of  pre¬ 
venting  any  luccour  from  being 
fent  to  Minorca,  the  enemy  had 
other  objeCts  in  view.  They  hoped 
to  intercept  fome  of  our  great 
homeward-bound  convoys,  which 
were  then  every  day  expeCted  ; 
and  a  very  large  outward  bound 
fleet,  which  was  on  the  point  of 
its  departure  from  Corke,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  held  out  a  fimilar  tempta¬ 
tion.  Nor  can  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  general  alarm  and  confu- 
flon,  which  it  was  expeCted  their 
appearance  in  the  Channel,  at  fo 
critical  a  feafon,  would  occafion 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  was  by  any 
means  overlooked  in  the  defign. 

Our  intelligence  was  fo  exceed¬ 
ingly  bad,  that  no  information  of 
this  naval  manoeuvre  was  obtain¬ 
ed,  nor  was  the  defign  even  ful- 
peCted,  until  the  combined  fleets 
were  arrived  in  the  chops  of  the 
Channel,  and  had  formed  a  line 
from  Uffiant  to  the  ifiands  of 
Scilly,  in  order  to  bar  its  en¬ 
trance;  fo  that  Admiral  Darby, 
who  was  then  at  fea  with  only  zi 
ffiips  of  the  line,  was  on  the  point 
of  falling  in  with  them,  when  the 
accidental  meeting  of  a  neutral 
veffiel,  afforded  him  notice  of  their 
fituation.  In  thefe  A  ^ 

unexpected  circum-  b 
flances  he  returned  to  Torbay, 
[f/]  z  where 
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wherq  he  moored  his  fquadron 
acrofs  the  entrance,  while  he 
waited  for  inftruftions  from  the 
Admiralty  to  regulate  his  farther 
conduct.  He  was  foon  reinforced 
by  feveral  fhips  from  different 
ports,  fo  that  his  fquadron  was 
increafed  to  30  fail  of  the  line, 
with  which  he  was  ordered  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  fea  with  the  utmoft  expedi¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  the  prefervation 
of  the  expected  Weft-India  con¬ 
voy  5  an  objeft  for  which  he  was 
to  encounter  all  hazards  whatever ; 
but  fill  with  fuch  a  view  to  the 
vaft  luperiority  of  the  enemy,  as 
to  avoid,  fo  much  as  it  could  con¬ 
fidently  with  that  be  done,  the 
being  brought  to  a  clofe  and  deci- 
five  engagement.  The  delay  of 
waiting  for  reinforcement  and  in- 
frudtions,  in  the  frft  inftance, 
and  contrary  winds  afterwards, 
detained  the  fleet  in  Torbay,  not- 
withflanding  the  urgency  of  the 
occafion,  until  the  14th  of  Sep¬ 
tember. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  great  alarm 
was  fpread  in  Ireland  as  well  as 
England,  with  refpeft  to  this  un¬ 
expected  movement,  and  to  the 
apprehended  defigns  of  the  enemy. 
The  great  outward  bound  fleet  for 
America  and  the  Weft-Indies,  was 
not  only  fuppoled  to  be  in  immi¬ 
nent  danger  in  the  open  harbour  of 
Corke,  but  that  city  itfelf,  which 
is  totally  unfortified,  and  which 
was  at  that  time  ftored  with  i na¬ 
me  nfe  quantities  cf  provifion,  was 
confldered  as  not  being  lefs  fo. 
The  regular  forces  in  that  king¬ 
dom  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
the  fou th ward,  for  the  protection 
of  that  city  and  coail  j  and  the  pa¬ 
triotic  volunteers,  who  had  gain- 
ed  fo  much  honour  in  fupporting 
and  reclaiming  the  liberties  of 


their  country,  now  fliewed  no  lefs 
patriot! fin  in  their  immediate  offer 
to  government,  of  inftantly  taking 
the  field,  and  of  marching  where- 
ever  their  for  vices  fibould  be  ne- 
ceflary  to  its  defence. 

As  ft) on  as  the  commanders  of 
the  combined  fleets  had  received 
intelligence  of  Admiral  Darby’s 
pofition  in  Torbay,  and  of  the 
inferiority  of  his  force  in  point  of 
number,  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  on  the  queftion  of  attacking 
him  while  in  that  fituation.  It 
feems  they  were  under  orders  to 
fight  if  the  occafion  offered  ;  but 
the  inftruftions  were  thought  rot 
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to  reach  to  the  prefent  cafe,  which 
would  have  been  an  attack  on  the 
Englifh  fquadron,  in  a  bay 
(though  that  was  open)  upon  their 
own  coaffs.  And,  under  this 
change  of  cirumftance,  which 
their  inftruflions  had  not  provided 
for,  it  was  fuppofed  that  they  were 
thereby  left  at  large,  to  the  free 
exerCile  of  their  own  judgment 
and  eifereiion. 

The  Count  de  Guichen  is  faid 
to  have  contended  ftrongly  for  an 
immediate  attack.  He  argued, 
that  the  Englifh  fleet  would  now 
be  caught,  as  it  were,  in  a  net* 
that  fuch  an  opportunity  of  com¬ 
plete  advantage  over  that  nation 
might  never  again  offer j  that  if, 
by  good  fortune,  and  the  valour  of 
the  combined  nations,  along  with 
ths  pov/erful  aids  of  Are  fhips  (in  a 
fituation  where  they  were  capable 
of  producing  the  greateit  pofiibie 
effeCt )  that  fleet  v/as  happily  de- 
ftroyed,  which  they  had  every 
reafon  to  expeft,  the  power  of 
Great- Britain  on  the  feas  would 
be  at  an  end,  and  the  war  decided 
at  a  blow.  Don  ,  Vincent  Doz, 
the  third  of  the  Spanifh  com¬ 
manders. 
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marders,  ftrongly  fupported  this 
opinion  ;  he  afferted  that  the  de- 
ftroying  of  Darby’s  fleet  was  fo 
very  practicable,  that  it  would  be 
highly  difficult  to  juftify  or  excufe 
their  not  making  the  attempt  ; 
and  to  give  the  greater  effect  to 
his  fentiments,  he  boldly  offered 
to  command  the  van  fquadron,  and 
to  lead  on  the  attack  in  his  own 
fhip. 

On  the  other  hand,  M.  de 
Beauflet,  a  French  officer  of  re¬ 
pute,  held  a  totally  contrary  opi¬ 
nion.  He  faid,  that  all  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  the  allies  derived 
from  their  fuperiority  of  force  and 
number,  would  be  given  up  and 
entirely  loft,  by  an  attack  upon 
Admiral  Darby’s  fleet  in  its  pre- 
fent  li t nation  ;  that  the  whole  of 
the  combined  fleets  could  not  bear 
down  upon  him  in  a  line  of  battle 
a-breaft  ;  that  of  courfe,  they  muft 
form  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  and 
go  down  upon  the  enemy  fingly,  by 
which  they  would  run  the  greateft 
rifque  of  being  {battered  and  torn 
to  pieces  before  they  could  get 
into  their  ftations,  by  the  fixed 
aim,  and  the  angular  fire  in  every 
direction,  of  fuch  a  number  of 
great  and  well-provided  fhips, 
drawn  up  to  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage,  and  lying  moored  and  fteady 
in  the  water.  He  therefore  con¬ 
cluded,  that  as  the  attempt  on 
Torbay  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
a  meal ure  unwarrantable  in  the 
defign,  and  exceedingly  hazard¬ 
ous  in  the  execution,  to,  he  like- 
wile  thought,  that  the  allied  fleets 
fhould  ciirebt  their  whole  attention 
to  that  great  and  attainable  objebt, 
of  intercepting  the  Engliih  home¬ 
ward-bound  Weft-India  fleets. 
This  was  a  meafure  which,  as 
they  were  now  mailers  of  the  fea. 
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could  fcarcely  fail  of  fuccefs  ;  and 
it  would  prove  a  Mow  fo  fatal  to 
England,  as  ihe  could  not  recover 
during  the  war. 

Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  with 
all  the  Spanifh  flag-officers,  ex¬ 
cept  Doz,  coincided  entirely  in 
opinion  with  M.  de  Beauflet  ;  f6 
that  M.  de  Guichen  being  either 
brought  over  to,  or  over-ruled  by 
the  majority,  the  idea  of  attacking 
Admiral  Darby  in  Torbay  was  en¬ 
tirely  renounced.  It  feems  very 
probable,  that  a. recollection  of  the 
repeated  defeat  which  D’Eftaing 
met  with  in  his  attack  upon  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington’s  final!  fquadron 
at  St.  L^cia,  had  no  lma'il  in¬ 
fluence  uoon  the  determination  of 

.  »  t 

this  council  of  war. 

It  has  fince  appeared  that  the 
combined  fleets  were  in  fuch  ex¬ 
ceeding  bad  condition,  that  had 
there  been  any  force  then  at  home 
in  England,  which  could,  with  any 
degree  of  propriety  in  refpeCt  to 
number,  at  all  face  them,  their 
ruin  muft  have  been  inevitable. 
They  were  originally  (the  Spa¬ 
niards  in  particular)  very  badly 
manned  ;  and  befides  a  great  mor¬ 
tality,  which  had  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  voyage;  and  cruize, 
and  a  prodigious  number  of  fie  is: 
in  both  fleets,  a  confiderable  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  fhips  were  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  that  they  fcarcely  feemed 
capable  of  living  at  fea  in  any 
thing  of  a  ftrong  gale.  But 
though  the  French  fleet  was  in 
fuffieientiy  bad  condition,  the 
Spanilh  was,  in  all  reipedts,  much 
worle.  The  former  difeovered 
upon  this  occafion,  that  their  new 
vaft  fhips  of  110  guns  each,  (a 
conftruttion  which  they  had  run 
much  into  of  late)  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  unmanageable,  dangerous, 
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and,  in  their  p relent  Hate,  could 
be  of  very  little  ule  at  fea. 

The  hard  weather  which  came 
on  in  the  beginning  of  September, 
accordingly  fruftrated  all  their 
views  ;  and  abandoning  all  hope 
of  intercepting  the  Britilh  con¬ 
voys,  they  were  glad  to  get  into 
port  as  foon  as  poflible.  M.  de 
Guichen  returned  to  Bred  with 
his  dividon,  on  the  iith  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  was  near  iofing  one 
of  his  greated  ihips  in  the  entrance 
of  the  harbour.  Whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  particular  etiquette 
of  the  French  with  refpedt  to  that 
great  naval  arfenai,  or  from  what¬ 
ever  other  caufe,  the  Spaniards 
were  obliged  to  proceed  directly 
home,  though  feverai  of  their 
(hips  feemed  Icarcely  capable  of 
reaching  their  own  coafts.  But 
the  condition  and  circumdances  of 
the  combined  fleets  were  little  ca¬ 
pable  of  fatisfying  the  people  of 
France,  with  rcfpeCt  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  thole  commanders,  who 
had  oppoled  and  over-ruled  the 
opinion  of  Don  Vincent  Doz  in 
the  council  of  war.  The  cofFee- 
houfe  politicians  of  Baris  had 
taught  the  people  of  that  capital 
to  believe,  that  the  Englifh  fleet 
could  not  efcape  being  either  de- 
liroyed  or  taken  in  T  orbay  ;  and 
fo  Battering  an  illufion  being 
eagerly  fvvallowed,  they  could 
now  hardly  brook  the  disappoint¬ 
ment,  and  were  particularly  vio¬ 
lent  in  their  cenfure  and  inve&ive. 
The  Count  de  Guichen  did  not 
efcape  his  full  fbare  of  thefe,  be¬ 
ing  particularly  blamed  for  luffer- 
ing  any  difcuiiion  to  arife,  upon 
the  queftion  of  obedience  to  his 
general  inftr unions  for  fighting  ; 
and  the  prejudice  was  fo  lirong, 
that  the  rank  and  popularity  of 


the  Count  d’ Artois,  (the  king’s 
brother)  who  led  him  arm  in  arm 
into  his  own  box  at  the  playhoule, 
was  fcarcely  fufticient  to  lave  him 
from  iniult. 

The  arrival  of  the  Wed-India 
trade  was  fo  much  later  than  had 
been  expected,  that  Admiral  Darby 
kept  the  fea  until  the  month  of 
November,  and  it  was  probably 
his  attention  to  that  important  ob¬ 
ject,  which  prevented  his  failing 
in  with  a  rich  Spanifh  flora,  that 
in  the  intermediate  time  return¬ 
ed  from  America,  and  brought  a 
large  fupply  of  treafure  to  Spain, 
which  was.  then  not  a  little  want¬ 
ed.  It  feemed  almoft  remarkable, 
that  neither  the  combined  fleets 
nor  the  Britifh,  had  taken  a  Angle 
prize  during  the  long  term  they 
had  been  refpeftively  at  fea. 

The  war  had  hitherto  languish¬ 
ed,  in  Europe  as  well  as  every 
where  elfe,  on  the  fide  of  Holland. 
Their  fleets  were  not  only  in  very 
bad  condition,  but  they  afconifhed 
the  world  by  the  difcovery  of  a 
weaknefs  little  thought  of,  con¬ 
fiding  in  a  deficiency  of  fearnen, 
and  a  total  want  of  naval  ftores  j 
in  both  of  which  they  had  ever 
been  held  to  abound  beyond  any 
other  nation,  England  only  ex¬ 
cepted.  The  vicinity  and  fitu- 
ation  of  their  ports,  along  with 
that  date  of  preparation  which 
they  were  dill  capable  of  making, 
proved,  however,  a  great  check 
upon  the  naval  operations  of 
Great-Britain  through  the  courfe 
of  the  year,  and  prevented  fome 
of  thole  vigorous  exertions  which 
might  have  been  otherwife  made 
againft  her  former  enemies.  It 
was  necetfary  to  keep  a  fquadron 
in  the  Downs,  as  well  to  watch 
their  motions  in  general-,  as  to 

prevent 
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prevent  their  intercourfe  with  the 
foil  them  parts  of  Europe.  And 
it  was  dill  more  efTentially  necet- 
fary  to  have  fuch  a  force  in  the 
North  Seas,  as  would  be  capable 
of  ruining  their  immenfe  commerce 

O  % 

on  that  fide,  and  ol  edeCtually 
protecting  our  own  ;  including  the 
farther  great  object,  of  preventing 
the  polllbility  of  redoring  the:r 
marine,  by  cutting  off  their  only 
fources  of  every  kind  of  naval  fup- 

pty- 

This  very  important  fervice  was 
committed  to  the  conduct  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Hyde  Parker,  a  veteran 
commander  of  edabli  filed  repute, 
who  failed  from  Portfmouth,  in 
the  beginning  of  June,  with  four 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  one  of  fifty 
guns,  for  the  North  Sea.  In  the 
mean  time,  Holland  drained  every 
nerve  for  the  equipment  of  fuch 
a  force,  as  might,  at  lead,  be  able 
to  convoy  their  outward  bound 
trade  to  the  Baltic,  and  to  protect 
it  on  its  return,  if  not  to  inter¬ 
cept  ours,  and  to  become  entirely 
maders  of  the  North  Seas.  It  was 
not,  however,  until  l'ome  days 
after  the  middle  ol  July,  that  Ad¬ 
miral  Zoutman,  and  Commodore 
Kindfbergen,  failed  from  the 
Texel,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  protection.  Their  force  con¬ 
fided  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line, 
from  54  to  74  guns,  of  ten  fri¬ 
gates,  and  five  floops.  Several  of 
the  frigates  were  very  large,  and 
carried  an  unulual  weight  of  me¬ 
tal.  The  Argo  carried  44  guns, 
and  five  more  carried  36  guns  each. 
They  were  "joined  by  the  Charles- 
Town,  an  American  frigate  of  an 
extraordinary  conftrudtion,  fhe  be¬ 
ing  as  long  and  large  as  a  fhip  cl 
the  line,  with  feveral  hundred 
men  on  board,  and  thirty- fix  42 
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pounders  upon  one  deck  ;  a  weight 
ol  metal,  in  fuch  a  com  oafs  and 
htiiation,  which,  it  was  thought, 
lew  Angle  fhips  could  long  with- 
dand.  She  took  this  opportunity 
of  failing  with  the  Dutch  fleet,  in 
order  to  go  north  about,  on  her  way 
home. 

Admiral  Parker  was  on  his  re¬ 
turn  with  a  great  convoy  from  El- 
fineur.  He  had  been  joined  by 
ieveral  frigates  Pmce  lie  left  Portf¬ 
mouth,  and  by  the  Dolphin  of 
44  guns  ;  and,  in  this  molt  criti¬ 
cal  and  dangerous  conjuncture, 
was  very  timely  and  fortunately 
reinforced  by  the  jun&ion  of  Com¬ 
modore  Keith  Stuart,  in  the  Ber¬ 
wick  of  74  guns,  who  had  been 
for  fome  time  on  the  coad  of  Scot¬ 
land.  The  fquadron  now  con¬ 
fided  of  fix  fhips  of  the  line,  of 
which  the  Princefs  Amelia  carried 
80  guns,  the  Fortitude  (which 
was  the  Admiral’s  own  fhip)  and 
the  Berwick,  of  74  each,  the  Bien- 
faifant  64,  the  old  Buffalo  60,  and 
the  Predon  of  50  guns;  but  the 
luperiority  of  the  enemy,  obliged 
the  admiral  to  take  the  Dolphin, 
of  44  guns,  into  his  line.  Of  this 
force,  the  two  feventy-fours  were 
by  much  the  bed  drips.  The 
Princefs  Amelia,  though  a  three- 
decker,  was  fo  very  old  and  weak, 
that  her  metal  had  been  reduced 
to  the  rate  of  a  50  gun  fhip,  her 
lower  deck  guns  being  only  24 
pounders ;  and  the  Buffalo,  befides 
being  old,  was  of  fo  bad  a  conflruc- 
tion,  that  die  had  fome  years  be¬ 
fore  been  dilcharged  from  the  fer¬ 
vice,  and  employed  as  a  dore-fhip 
in  America, 

The  bodily  fleets  came  in  fight 
of  each  other  on  the  D  <gger-Bank? 
very  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
5  th  of  Augud,  *781 .  Though 
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one  of  the  Dutch  line-of-batFe 
flips  had,  through  fome  accident, 
returned  to  port,  yet,  as  the  Argo 
of  44  guns  was  fubffituted  in  her 
place,  their  line  frill  confided  of 
eight  two-deck’d  (hips.  Admiral 
Parker  perceiving  the  number  and 
flrength  of  the  .enemy’s  frigates, 
detached  the  convoy,  with  orders 
to  keep  their  wind,  fending  his 
own  frigates  along  with  them  for 
their  protection  ;  and  as  fobn  as 
this  difpofition  was  made,  he 
threw  out  a  general  fignal  to  the 
i'quadron  to  chafe  the  enemy. 

1  he  Dutch  were  by  no  means  dii- 
pofed  to  ilsun  the  conflict  ;  they 
iikewife  detached  their  convoy  to 
iome  diflance,  when  they  drew  up 
with  great  coolnefs  in  order  of  bat¬ 
tle,  and  waited  the  lliock  with  the 
utmoft  compofure.  This  aCtion, 
though  upon  afmall  fcale,  was  con¬ 
ducted  and  /ought  in  fi.ich  a  manner, 
that  it  recals  frefh  to  the  mind  thole 
dreadful  tea- fights  between  Eng¬ 
land  and  ti  oil  and  which  the  laf 
century  witnefied  ;  and  which 
i’eem  to  indicate,  that  thofie  nations 
contend  with  the  greateff  aniiuc- 
lity,  whofe  into  ref  it  is  not  to  con¬ 
tend  at  all. 

None  of  that  manoeuvring  was 
now  praCtifed  on  either  fide, 
through,  which  the  French  in  the 
prefect  war,  have  eluded  the  com¬ 
plete  decilion  ot  to  many  naval 
aCtions.  The  parties  were  equally 
determined  to  fight  it  out  to  the 
iaft ;  a  gloomy  (ilence,  expreffive 
of  the  moil  fixed  determination, 

}  revailed ;  and  not  a  (ingle  gun 
was  fired,  until  the  hcitiie  fieets 
were  within  little  more  than  pi  hoi 
ihot  diilance.  Admiral  Parser, 
in  the  Fortitude,  then  ranging  a- 
breaf  of  Mr.  Zoutman’s  (hip, 
the  Admiral  Ruy  ter,  the  aClion  was 
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commenced  with  the  ufmoff  fury 
and  violence  on  both  fides.  The 
cannonade  continued  without  inter- 
rniffion  for  three  hours  and  forty 
minutes.  Some  of  our  flips  fired 
2,500  fnot  each.  The  effeCt  of 
the  ancient  naval  emulation  was 
eminently  dilplaycd  in  the 
obfinacy  of  the  battle. 

The  Dutch  (Lips  were  much  fu- 
perior  in  weight  of  metal  to  the 
Englilli  ot  the  lame  rates.  This 
difference,  however,  was  but  lit¬ 
tle  confidered  ;  but  their  heavy 
frigates,  as  well  as  the  Charles- 
Town,  having  intermixed  with 
their  line,  took  a  very  effective  part 
in  the  aCtion,-  and  did  much  mifehief 
by  raking  our  flips,  and  .firing  at 
their  rigging,  while  clofely  and 
defperately  engaged  with  a  fupe- 
rior  enemy.  Such  returns  were, 
however,  at  length  made,  that 
they  paid  dearly  for  their  temerity  ; 
and  the  Charles-Town,  among 
others,  iufered  lo  feverely,  ghat 
it  was  long  fuppofed  fie  had  gGne 
down,  either  in  or  loon  after  the 
aClion. 

At  the  expiration  cf  the- term 
we  have  fated,  the  flips  were  fo 
ruined  on  both  fides,  that  they 
lay  like  logs  upon  the  water,  and 
were  incapable  cl  and  wen  ng  fo 
much  command,  as  would  keep 
them  within  the  diftance  necefary 
for  mutual  annoyance  ;  while  the 
combatants  were  unwillingly  fe- 
parated  by  the  mere  action  of  the 
water.  The  Englifi  (hips  were 
chiefly  wounded  in  their  rnaffs  and 
rigging,  which  rendered  them  in¬ 
capable  ot  purlumg  and  profiting 
of  their  victory  ;  but  as  they  fired 
entirely  at  the  hulls  of  the  enemy, 
and  by  their  fuperior  ale<  tneis  and 
expedition  difeharged  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  Ihot,  the 

greater 
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greater  part  of  the  Dutch  flips 
were  fo  woefully  torn,  that  it  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  they 
were  kept  above  water,  until  they 
reached,  leparately,  and  in  the 
utmoft  di'lrefs,  (notwithstanding 
the  aid  of  their  numerous  frigates) 
fuch  of  their  own  neureft  ports  as 
they  could  firft  fetch.  But  the 
Hollandia,  of  68  guns,  and  one 
of  their  bell  Ships,  went  down  in 
the  night  of  the  engagement ;  and 
the  danger  wras  fo  ludden  and  ex- 

O 

treme,  that  the  crew  were  re¬ 
duced  to  the  melancholy  necellity 
of  abandoning  their  wounded  in 
quitting  the  Ship.  Her  topmafts, 
though  She  was  funk  in  22  fa¬ 
thoms,  .being  ftill  above  water, 
and  her  pendent  flying.  She  was 
dilcovered  in  the  morning  by  one 
of  the  English  frigates,  who  ftruck, 
and  brought  oft  her  colours  as  a 
trophy. 

'The  abtion  was  very  bloody. 
Even  on  the  Side  of  the  Engiitl), 
wrho  were  by  much  the  leaft  luf- 
ferers,  in  that  refpect,  104  men 
were  killed,  and  339  wounded, 
in  the  feven  Ships.  Of  thefe,  20 
were  killed,  and  67  wounded,  in 
the  Fortitude  only.  The  lofs  in 
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the  Berwick,  Princefs  Amelia,  and 
Buffalo,  was  not  much  lefs.  The 
death  of  the  gallant  Capt.  Ma¬ 
cartney  (who  left  a  widow  and 
large  family  unprovided  for)  was 
much  regretted.  His  fon,  a  boy 
of  feven  years  old,  was  by  his  Side 
when  he  was  killed  ;  and  his  for¬ 
titude,  as  well  upon  that  occalion, 
as  through  the  whole  action,  afto- 
nifhed  the  boldeft  feamen  in  the 
Ship.  Capt.  Graeme,  who  fought 
the  Dolpnin  with  the  greateft  va¬ 
lour,  loft  an  arm,  and  his  Ship’s 
company  fullered  considerably. 
Mr.  Harrington,  one  of  the  ad- 
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miral’s  lieutenants,  an  officer  of 
forty  years  fervice,  and  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  merit,  was  mortally 
wounded.  Though  this  gentle¬ 
man  polfeSfed  an  affluent  fortune, 
and  that  his  promotion  had  by  no 
means  correfponded  with  his  me¬ 
rit,  yet  he  nobly  difdained  to 
withdraw  his  profeffional  abilities 
from  the  fervice  and  defence  of  his 
country,  in  'this  trying  feafon. 
Other  brave  officers  fell  in  this 
aiftion ;  and  the  proportion  of  the 
wounded  to  the  number  engaged 
was  very  considerable.  Admiral 

J  . 

Parker’s  letter,  giving  an  account 
of  the  action,  was  diftinguifhed  by 
its  concifenefs  and  bluntnefs,  by 
its  modeftv  with  refpeft  to  his  own 
fide,  and  by  the  full  honour  which 
it  pays  to  the  valour  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch 
gazettes  tarniihed  the  honour 
which  their  countrymen  had  de¬ 
fer  vedly  obtained  in  battle,  by  the 
exaggerated  accounts  which  they 
contained,  and  the  gafconades  with 
which  they  were  fluffed.  The 
truth,  however,  as  is  ufually  the 
cale,  in  delbite  of  authorized  mil- 
representation,  by  degrees  appear¬ 
ed.  The  confequences  fufficiently 
told  their  defeat.  Exclusive  of  the 
total  lofs  of  the  Hollandia,  two, 
at  leaft,  of  their  capital  Ships  were 
fo  totally  ruined  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  as  to  be  declared  incapable 
of  further  fervice.  Their  lots  of 
men,  which  was  reprefented  as 
being  more  trifling,  than  appeared 
confident  with  their  own  accounts 
of  the  nature  of  the  a£lion  and  of 
the  damage  done  to  their  lhips, 
appears,  by  authenticated  private 
intelligence,  to  have  exceeded 
1 1 00  men,  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  funk.  Their  convoy,  as  well 
as  the  (hips  of  war,  returned  home. 

Scattered, 
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cattered,  and  in  great  difordet 
and  confufion  ;  every  idea  of  pro- 
fecuting  the  voyage  to  the  Baltic, 
was  of  neceilitv  given  up ;  all 
means  of  procuring  naval  ftores 
Cut  off ;  and  that  immenfe  carry¬ 
ing  trade  between  the  northern 
and  fouthern  provinces  of  Europe, 
which,  along  with  their  fitheries 
had  been  the  great  fource  of  the 
Dutch  power  and  wealth,  was, 
along  with  them,  for  this  year, 
annihilated. 

As  this  was  the  firft  naval  ac¬ 
tion  of  any  value  or  confequence, 
in  which  Holland  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  for  much  the  greater  part 
of  a  century,  the  States  General 
were  beyond  mcafure  liberal  in 
the  praife,  rewards  and  honours, 
which  they  be  it  owed  upon  their 
officers.  Admiral  Zoutman,  and 
Commodore  Kiadibergen,  were 
immediately  promoted ;  and  moil, 
if  not  all  of  the  hrft  and  fecund 
captains,  as  well  as  feveral  of  the 
lieutenants,  were  either  rifen  in 
rank  and  command,  or  flattered 
with  feme  peculiar  mark  of  di- 
ftinclion.  The  gallant  Count  Ben- 
tinck,  who  bravely  fought  the 
Batavia,  and  who,  though  mor¬ 
tally  wounded,  and  informed  that 
his  fiiip  was  in  danger  of  finking, 
would  not  liften  to  a  propofal  for 
quitting  his  flation,  was  Toothed 
in  his  Tail  moments  by  every  mark 
of  honour,  and  testimony  of  re¬ 
gard,  which  his  country  and  his 
prince  could  beflow.  In  the  few 
days  that  he  lived  after  being 
put  a-fhore,  he  was  created  Rear 
Admiral  of  Holland  and  Weft 
Friefland,  and  appointed  Adju¬ 
tant  General  to  the  Prince  btat- 
holder  ;  and  his  funeral  was  not 
more  honourable  to  the  brave  dead, 
than  to  the  grateful  living. 


In  England,  though  the  conciudt 
and  valour  displayed  in  this  adtion 
met  with  great  and  general  appro¬ 
bation,  yet  the  imputed  neglect  in 
government  or  the  admiralty,  of 
furnifhing  Admiral  Parker  with  a 
force  equal  to  the  accompli fhment 
of  the  great  objects  which  he  had  in 
view,  excited  no  lefs  general  difla- 
tisfadfion.  This  was  not  likely  to 
be  leffiened  by  the  prevalent  opi- 
ninion,  that  his  want  of  fupport 
proceeded  merely  from  the  fuppofed 
circumftance  of  his  not  being  a  fa¬ 
vourite:  a  fituation  indeed,  how¬ 
ever  ufeful  or  flattering,  to  which 
his  difpofition  and  habits  were  by 
no  means  likely  to  lead  him,  It 
was  fluid,  in  fupport  of  the  popular 
opinion,  that  the  admiralty  could, 
not  be  ignorant  of  the  luperior  force 
which  had  been  lo  long  fitting  out 
in  the  Texel,  and  whole  ohjedt 
was  every  where  known  5  that 
there  were  at  the  very  time,  as 
many  flips  lying  idle  in  port,  or 
waiting  for.  orders  in  the  Downs, 
as  would  have  enabled  Admiral 
Parker  to  bring  the  whole  Dutch 
fleet  and  convoy  into  England. 
That  lo  fignal  and  fatal  a  broke, 
mu  ft  have  been  dec  i  five  of  the  war 
with  Holland  ;  and  by  compelling 
that  republic  to  a  leparate  peace, 
would  have  freed  us  from  one  of 
our  numerous  foes.  But,  that  in 
confequence  of  the  ruinous  con- 
duff  which  had  been  obferved, 
inftead  of  the  pofiibility  of  taking 
the  Dutch  convoy,  the  preferva- 
tion  of  our  own,  upon  which  fo 
much  depended,  was  left  to  reft 
l'olely  upon  the  fuperiority  of  our 
leamen,  and  the  extraordinary  bra¬ 
very  and  conduct  of  our  officers. 
The  admiral’s  fubfequent  conduct, 
as  well  as  fome  imitation  given 
in  his  letter  to  the  admiralty, 

ferved 
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ferved  ftrongly  to  confirm  the  pub¬ 
lic  opinion  ;  and  fufficiently  indi¬ 
cated,  that  he  was  no  lei's  dilfa til- 
lied  at  the  want  of  fupport,  than 
they  were  at  its  not  being  given. 

Thole  who  imagine  themfielves 
capable  of  diving  into  the  myfte- 
ries  of  courts,  might  polfibly  at¬ 
tribute,  in  fome  degree,  to  this 
public  dilfatisfaclion  and  com¬ 
plaint,  the  extraordinary  favour 
lhewn  to  the  admiral,  by  a  royal 
vilit,  upon  his  arrival,  with  his 
flattered  fquadron,  at  the  Nore. 
it  is  not,  however,  to  be  doubted, 
that  the  royal  vilit  was  intended 
to  be  diflinguilhed  by  fome  fignal 
and  permanent  marks  of  favour 
and  honour  to  the  admiral.  But  the 
rough  and  veteran  commander,  who 
was  equally  incapable  of  dilguife 
and  flattery,  as  he  fcorned  to  con¬ 
ceal  his  diffatisfa&ion,  had  too 
much  pride  and  frurdinefs  in  his 
nature  to  be  Toothed  out  of  it ;  and 
it  was  foon  underftood,  that  no 
intended  promotion  or  honour 
would  be  accepted.  The  king 
went  on  board  the  Fortitude,  where 
he  had  a  levee  of  all  the  officers 
of  the  lquadron,  who  were  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  mofc  gracious  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  the  admiral  had  the 
honour  of  dining  with  his  Majefly 
and  the  Prince  of  Wales,  on  board 
the  royal  yatcht. 

It  was  laid  upon  that  occafion, 
(the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty, 
and  a  number  of  naval  officers, 
being  prefent)  that  the  admiral 
took  an  opportunity  of  hinting, 
both  his  diffatisfadtion  and  inten¬ 
tion  of  retiring  by  the  following 
words  to  his  fovereign, —  “  That 

he  'wifhed  him  younger  officer  st 
“  and  better  /hips/ — he  was  grown 
Ci  too  old  for  the  jew  ice and 
that  though  he  received  the  moft 


flattering  compliments,  and  the 
greateft  acknowledgments  of  his 
diftinguiffied  fervices  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  thefe  were  not  capable  of 
producing  any  change  in  his  de¬ 
termination.  It  was  related  like- 
wife  as  an  anecdote  at  the  time, 
that  young  Macartney  being  pre~ 
J'ented  on  board  the  Fortitude,  and 
a  royal  intention  of  providing  for 
him,  for  the  lake  of  his  brave  fa¬ 
ther,  being  declared,  the  admiral 
apologiized  for  informing  his  majel- 
tv,  that  he  had  already  adopted 
him  as  his  fon 

The  admiral  refigned  his  com¬ 
mand  immediately  after;  and  it 
was,  notwithllanding,  probably 
intended  as  a  mark  of  favour  and 
regard  to  him,  that  his  Ion,  Sir 
Hyde  Parker,  who,  for  his  gal¬ 
lantry  in  North  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies,  had  fome  time  before 
the  honour  of  being  knighted,  was 
now  appointed  to  the  command  of 
a  fquadron  of  frigates,  which  were 
employed  in  blocking  up  the  Dutch 
ports  during  the  remainder  of  the 
leafon. 

The  utmofb  expedition  had  been 
ufed  at  Breft,  after  the  return  of 
M.  de  Guiehen  from  his  cruize, 
in  refitting  and  preparing  the 
French  fleet  for  lea,  notwithfiand- 
ing  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon. 
The  objefts  in  view  were  of  fuffi- 
cient  confequence  to  excite  this 
diligence.  It  was  neceflary  to  re¬ 
inforce  the  Count  de  GralTe  with 
both  troops  and  fhips  of  war  in 
the  Well  Indies,  and  it  was  de¬ 
termined  to  fend  a  confidcrable 
reinforcement  of  both  to  fupport 
M.  de  Orves,  and  De  Suffrein,  in 
the  Eafl.  But  fhips  and  troops 
were  not  lufficient  for  either  fer- 
vice.  It  was  weii  forefeen  that 
M.  de  Grafle,  after  the  hard  ler- 

vice 
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vice  on  the  coafts  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  in  the  preceding  campaign, 
mull  {land  in  need  of  an  immenfe 
fupply  of  naval  and  military  {lores 
of  every  fort,  both  for  the  land 
and  the  fea  fervice,  and  that  his 
ftation  in  the  Weft  India  i (lands 
would  extend  the  Jwant  to,  almoft, 
every  article  of  provifion  and  ne- 
eeffary  of  life.  The  demand  for 
naval  and  military  ftcres  in  the 
Baft  Indies  was  no  lefs  urgent.  A 
numerous  convoy  of  tranfports, 
ftorefhips,  ard  provision  veifels, 
were  accordingly  prepared  and 
provided  with  the  fame  diligence  as 
the  fleet.  And  as  it  was  likewife 
neceflary  to  guard  againft  the  de- 
ftgns  of  the  Englifh,  the  prepara¬ 
tion  was  extended  to  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men  of  war,  as  was  thought 
equal  to  the  protection  of  the 
whole,  until  they  had  got  out  of 
reach.  This  part  of  the  fervice, 
as  well  as  the  conduCt  of  the  whole 
while  he  continued  in  company, 
was  committed  to  the  Count  de 
Guichen  ;  and  the  command  of 
the  fquadron  and  fleet  deilined 
lor  the  Weft  Indies,  to  M.  de 
Vaudreoil.  The  former  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  Monf.  de  la  Motte 
Bicquer,  and  De  Beaulfet ;  and 
when  he  feparated  from  the  con¬ 
voy,  was  to  join  the  Spanifh  fleet 
at  Cadiz,  in  order  to  defeat  any 
attempt  that  might  be  made  from 
England,  for  the  relief  of  the  if~ 
land  of  Minorca.  M.  de  Vaudre- 
uil  earned  out  a  confiderable  body 
of  land  forces,  wjth  a  full  confi¬ 
dence  on  the  fide  both  of  France 
and  Spain,  of  now  carrying  into 
complete  execution,  the  to  often 
laid  projeCt  of  reducing  the  ifiand 
of  Jamaica. 

Intelligence  of  this  preparation, 
and  in  a  great'  meafure  of  its  ob¬ 
ject,  being  received  in  England, 


Admiral  Kempenfeldt  was  dif- 
patched  in  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember,  with  12  fail  of  the  line, 
one  50  gun  Ihip,  and  four  frigates, 
in  order  to  intercept  the  French 
fquadron  and  convoy.  The  event 
of  the  war,  at  leaft  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  fcarcely  lefs  fo  in  the 
Eaft,  teemed  in  a  great  meafure 
to  hang  upon  the  complete  exe¬ 
cution  of  this  defign.  The  blow, 
in  its  full  weight,  muft  have  pro¬ 
duced  very  confiderable  and  un¬ 
expected  efteCts.  But,  through 
bad  intelligence,  or,  as  fame  per¬ 
haps  may  rather  think,  through  a 
certain  marked  fatality,  which 
teems  to  have  generally  attended 
our  operations  through  the  courfe 
of  the  prefent  war,  the  French  fleet 
was  to  much  fuperior  to  what  had 
been  conceived,  as  well  as  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfeldc’s  force,  that  the 
danger  of  being  intercepted  (if 
fuch  had  been  the  objCCt  of  the 
enemy)  lay  entirely  on  his  fide. 
The  Count  de  Guichen  had  no 
let's  than  19  fail  of  heavy  line  of 
battle  {hips  under  his  command, 
betides  two  more  armed  en  flute , 
as  the  French  call  it,  that  is, 
their  lower  deck  guns  placed  in' 
the  hold,  in  order  to  make  room 
tor  the  conveyance  of -a  moderate 
cargo  ;  and  of  the  former,  five 
were  of  that  vaft  fize  which  we 
have  already  defcribed,  four  carry¬ 
ing  1 10,  and  the  fifth  1  12  guns. 

The  Englith  admiral,  totally 
ignorant  of  the  fuperiority  of  the 
enemy,  and  expecting  that  he  had 
only  ari  equal  force,  at  ^  ] 

the  moft,  to  encounter,  eC‘ 
had  the  fortune  to  fall 
in  with  them  in  a  hard  gale  of  wind, 
when  both  the  fleet  and  convov  were 

j 

a  good  deal  difperted,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  had  fallen  contiderably  a-ftern. 
Mr.  Kempenfeldt,  with  that  pro- 

felTional 
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fefiional  judgment  and  dexterity 
by  which  he  was  eminently  di- 
ftinguidied,  determined  to  pro ht 
cf  the  prelent  fituation,  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  cut  olF  the  convoy, 
in  the  firft  inftance,  and  to  fight 
the  enemy  after.  In  the  move¬ 
ment  for  this  purpofe,  the  'Tri¬ 
umphant  of  84  guns,  which  had 
frayed  back  to  colled:  the  convoy, 
in  her  way  now  to  rejoin  the  fleet, 
came  acrofs  the  Edgar  of  74  guns, 
which  led  the  Englifh  van  ;  a 
fharp  though  lbort  fire  enfued,  in 
which  the  former  luftained  fome 
confiderable  apparent  lofs.  The 
defign  in  part  took  place  ;  and  if 
there  had  been  a  fufficient  number 
of  frigates,  (which  are  particu¬ 
larly  neceflary  in  all  attacks  upon 
convoys)  the  efied  would  have 
been  ftill  much  more  confiderable. 
About  twenty  of  the  prizes  ar¬ 
rived  fafe  in  England,  two  or 
three  were  laid  to  be  funk,  and 
feveral  that  ftruck  efcaped  in  the 
night.  A  great  ‘difperfion  of  the 
convoy  necelfarily  took  place,  and 
a  number  of  the  Ihips  were  rea- 
l'onably  luppofed  to  have  loft  their 
voyage. 

The  French  commanders  were, 
in  the  mean  time,  collecting  their 
fleet,  and  forming  the  line  of 
battle.  Admiral  Kempenfeldt  like- 
wife,  having  collected  his  Ihips  in 
the  evening,  and  being  ftill  igno¬ 
rant  of  their  force,  got  upon  the 
fame  tack  wirh  the  enemy,  under 
a'  full  determination  of  engaging 
them  in  the  morning,  At  day¬ 
light,  perceiving  them  to  leeward, 
he  immediately  formed  the  line  ; 
but  difcovering  their  force  upon  a 
nearer  approach,  he  found  the  ne- 
celiity  of  changing  his  rclblution  ; 
aad  the  adverfe  fleets,  after  a  full 
view  of  each  other,  leemed  to  part 
with  equal  content  on  botli  fides. 
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Near  1100  land  forces,  and  be¬ 
tween  6  and  700  feamen,  were 
taken  in  the  prizes.  They  were 
moftly  freighted  on  the  French 
king’s  account,  and  were  chiefly 
laden  with  the  following  articles, 
which  will  fufticiently  fhew  of 
what  importance  their  capture  was 
in  the  prefent  feafon,  viz.  brafs 
and  iron  ordnance;  gunpowder; 
lmall  arms  ;  flints  ;  bomb  (hells  ; 
cannon  balls,  and  grenades,  in  a 
prodigious  quantity  ;  iron  bars  and 
iheet  lead  ;  travelling  magazines 
and  forges  ;  all  kinds  of  ordnance 
ftcres  ;  tents,  camp  equipage,  and 
utenfils  of  all  lorts  ;  foldiers  cloath- 
ing,  and  accoutrements  ;  with 
woollen  ancl  linen  goods  for  the 
land  and  lea  fervice,  in  great  quan¬ 
tities;  bricks;  great  cables;  fail- 
cloth  and  cordage,  with  every  fup- 
ply  for  (hipping,  to  a  great  amount  ; 
wine,  oil,  brandy,  rum,  flour, 
bifeuit,  and  falted  provifions,  all 
in  great,  and  the  moft  neceflary 
in  prodigious  quantities. 

The  value  or  importance  of 
the  capture  fierved,  however,  only 
to  excite  the  diffatisfa&ion  of  the 
public.  It  was  laid,  that,  when 
fortune  had  thrown  fo  fair  an  op¬ 
portunity  in  our  way,  of  retriev¬ 
ing  our  affairs,  and  recovering  our 
former  rank  and  fituation,  the 
golden  moment  was  loft,  through 
the  negligence  of  thofe  who  had 
not  fuppiied  Admiral  Kempen- 
ffldt  with  fuch  a  force,  as  would 
have  enabled  him  to  take  or  des¬ 
troy  the  whole  French  fleet  and 
convoy.  A  great  clamour  was 
accordingly  railed,  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  not  leffened,  by  the 
attempts  which  wc-re  made  in  both 
houles  of  parliament,  to  render 
this  bufmefs  a  ground  of  com¬ 
plaint  and  charge  againft  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


State  of  parties  at  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Debates  on  the  fpeech  from 

the  throne „  Addreffes  moved  in  both  Houfes ,  and  amendment s  propofed 
and  rejected.  Debate  refumed  on  the  report  of  the  addrejs  front  the 
committee.  Motion  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his  majejly  oppofed  by 
Mr.  'T.  Pitt,  and  after  a  warm  debate  carried ,  on  a  divifion,  in  the 
affirmative.  Mr.  Burke'’ s  motion  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfc  to 
inquire  into  the  confifcation  and  fale  of  the  effects  and  merchandize  taken 
on  the  ifland  of  St.  Eu/latius,  rejeded.  Motion  by  Mr.  Huffey  for  adding 
10,000  fearnen  to  the  number  moved  for  by  government  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1782.  Sir  fames  Lowther*s  motion  j  or  putdng  an  end  to  the 
American  war  rejected,  after  a  long  debate ,  by  a  majority  of  only  41. 
Debate  on  the  army  efiima,tes.  Converfation  relative  to  the  exchange  of 
prifoners  with  America.  Debate  on  the  motion  for  adjournment.  Petition 
from  Mr.  Laurens  prefented  by  Mr.  Burke.  Recefs. 


DURING  the  recefs  of  par¬ 
liament  no  material  change 
had  taken  place *  either  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  temper  of  the  nation,  or  in 
the  political  ilate  of  the  contend¬ 
ing  parties.  A  total  indifference 
to  the  defperate  fituation  of  affairs, 
or  at  leaft  to  the  means  of  retriev¬ 
ing  them,  feems  to  have  marked, 
at  this  time,  the  character  of  the 
people,  beyond  any  former  period 
of  our  hiftory.  The  unfuccefsful 
operations  of  the  campaign,  a  cir- 
curaftance  which  in  former  times 
had  lhaken  the  liability  of  the  moll 
popular  adminiftrations,  fcarcely 
railed  a  murmur  againft  the  pre- 
fent.  .  The  retreat  of  the  channel 
fleet  recurred  with  the  regularity 
of  an  annual  review,  and  was  re¬ 
garded  with  as  much  unconcern. 
Our  commerce  was  intercepted, 
the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  threatened  and  infulted  ; 
the  ancient  boaft  and  fecurity  of 
this  kingdom,  the  dominion  of 
the  fea,  was  feen  in  danger  of  be¬ 


ing  transferred  to  our  enemies, 
without  its  exciting  any  other 
feeling  than  what  the  imminence 
of  danger  at  the  time  produced. 
Our  very  fuccelfes  had  unfortu¬ 
nately  been  confined  agai-nll  a 
power  whole  in  ter  ells  had  hitherto 
been  confidered  as  in  fome  mea- 
fure  involving  our  own  ;  and  the 
mconflderate  joy,  with  which  thefe 
triumphs  over  an  ancient  ally 
and  a  v/eak  and  unprovided  enemy 
were  received  by  the  people,  af¬ 
forded  matter  of  no  Imall  concern 
to  thofe  who  revered  the  old  and 
approved  maxims  of  Englilh  po¬ 
licy. 

In  fuch  a  Hate  of  things,  it  can¬ 
not  be  wondered,  that  the  enor¬ 
mous  weight  of  influence  which 
miniffers  derived  from  the  ordinary 
and  effabjilhed  power  of  the  crown, 
the  patronage  of  immenfe  military 
eftablilhments,  and  the  annual  ex¬ 
penditure  of  upwards  of  20  millions 
of  the  public  money*,  ihould  over¬ 
power  the  unaided  and  difpiriced 


*  The  fu.pp!ies  voted  for  the  year  1781  amounted  to  2,5,380,324!...  10s.  8Ad. 

efforts 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [127 


efforts  of  thofe,  who  wifhed  to 
rou2e  the  nation  to  a  fenfe  of  its 
real  fituation.  The  only  hope, 
therefore,  that  remained  of  refcning 
it  from  the  effects  of  a  falfe  fy Item 
of  politics,  under  which  its  ruin 
l'eemed  no  longer  problematical, 
was  from  the  vigour  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  parliament. 

It  was  evident  from  the  num¬ 
bers,  which  divided  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition  during  the  fir  ft  felfion  of 
the  new  parliament,  that,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  advantage  the 
court  party  had  derived  from  a 
1'udden  dilfolution,  the  flrength  of 
the  minider  had  declined  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  The  cala¬ 
mitous  event  of  the  campaign  in 
Virginia,  the  news  of  which  ar- 
rived  in  England  but  a  few  days 
before  their  fecond  meeting,  was 
likely  to  increafe  this  defection, 
and  threatened  him  with  confe- 
quences  not  lefs  fatal  to  his  power 
at  home,  than  it  wasdecifive  on  the 
object  in  difpute  abroad. 

The  conteft  in  America  had  hi¬ 
therto  operated  as  an  infuperable 
obftacle  to  the  free  exercife  of  par¬ 
liamentary  deliberation  and  con¬ 
trol.  The  patient  acquiefcence 
of  fo  large  a  majority  in  both 
houfes,  under  the  repeated  dif- 
graces,  in  which  the  purfuance  of 
that  objeCt  had  involved  tfie  coun¬ 
try,  could  be  attributed  to  no 
other  caufe,  than  the  neceffity 
they  found  themfelves  under  of 
Supporting  the  minider  at  all 
events,  or  of  abandoning  a  fa¬ 
vourite  war,  connected  in  fame 
meafure  with  their  political  preju¬ 
dices,  and  in  which  their  paffions 
had  been  artfully  and  fuccefsrully 
inflamed.  But  the  event,  alluded 
to  above,  having  cut  up  from  the 
root  all  hope  of  lubjugating  the 


revolted  colonies  in  the  minds  even 
of  the  mod  fan?uine  adherents  to 

o 

that  fyftem,  it  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pended  they  would  fo  readily  over¬ 
look  the  errors,  'or  connive  at  the 
miiconduct  of  thofe,  under  whole 
nuhnanagement  they  had  reaped 
nothing  but  mortification  and  dif- 
grace. 

What  effect  an  event  of  fuch 
magnitude  would  produce  in  the 
councils  of  government  was  looked 
for  with  an  uncommon  degree  of 
anxious  expectation.  The  ground, 
on  which  mini  Iters  flood,  was 
known  to  be  extremely  flippery 
and  dangerous.  The  profecution 
of  the  American  war  was  generally 
understood  to  be  the  tenure,  by 
which  they  held  their  offices  from 
the  court.  To  abandon  the  war, 
was  at  once  inevitably  to  forfeit 
the  lupport  of  that  fecret  in¬ 
fluence,  of  which  they  had  too 
long  experienced  the  eifeCts  to  be 
ignorant  of  its  power.  To  ven¬ 
ture  to  look  that  power  in  the 
face,  to  bring  a  full  expofure  of 
the  flate  of  affairs  before  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  to  fland  on  their  own  me¬ 
rits,  was  an  experiment,  which 
more  fortunate  minifters  might  have 
thought  too  hazardous  to  be  lightly 
rilked. 

It  was  this  view  of  affairs  which 
appears  to  have  directed  admini- 
firation  in  the  firlt  ftep  that  was 
necelfary  to  be  taken  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  feffions,  on  the  27th 
day  of  November,  1781.  The 
l'peech  from  the  throne  continued 
to  hold  the  fame  determined  lan¬ 
guage,  with  which  both  houfes 
had  been  lad difmiffed.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  war  was  afcribed 
to  that  redlels  ambition,  which 
fird  excited  our  enemies  to  com¬ 
mence  it  ;  and  his  majefty  was 
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made  to  declare,  that  he  fhould 
not  anfwer  the  truft  committed  to 
the  fovereign  of  a  free  people,  nor 
make  a  fuitable  return  to  his  fub- 
jetts  for  their  condant,  zealous, 
and  affectionate  attachment  to  his 
perfon,  family,  and  government, 
if  he  confented  to  facrifice  either 
to  his  own  defire  of  peace,  or  to 
their  temporary  eafe  and  relief, 
thofe  eflential  rights  and  perma¬ 
nent  interehs,  upon  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  drength  and  fecurity  of 
the  country  mull  ever  principally 
depend.  The  Ioffes  in  America 
were  neither  diffembled  nor  pal¬ 
liated,  but  ftated  as  the  ground 
for  calling  for  the  firm  concur¬ 
rence  and  fupport  of  parliament, 
and  a  more  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertion  of  the  facul¬ 
ties  and  refources  of  the  nation. 
This*  with  the  mention  of  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  our 
numerous  commercial  fleets,  the  fa¬ 
vourable  appearance  of  affairs  in 
the  Ea.fi:  Indies,  and  a  ftrong  recoup 
mendation  to  parliament  to  refume 
their  enquiries  into  the  date  and 
condition  of  our  dominions  in  that 
country,  formed  the  l'ubdance  of 
the  king?s  fpeech. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the 
motion  for  an  add  refs,  framed  in 
the  ufual  form,  produced  on  the 
part  of  oppofition  a  warm  and  ani¬ 
mated  debate,  which  continued 
till  two  in  the  morning.  The 
alarming  declaration,  contained 
in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  of 
the  intentions  of  government  to 
continue  the  profecution  of  the 
American  war  to  the  lad  extre¬ 
mity  ;  the  infidious  attempt  to 
pledge  the  houfe*  by  the  propofed 
addrefs,  to  the  unqualified  fupport 
of  a  determination  fo  frantic  and 


defperate,  in  defpite  of  feven 
years  dear-bought  experience,  and 
in  the  teeth  of  national  bankruptcy 
and  ruin  ;  the  audacity  of  holding 
fuch  language  at  the  very  indant, 
when  the  calamitous  effects  of  the 
milcondudt  of  miniders  called  for 
penitence  and  humiliation,  were 
topics  urged  by.  Mr.  Fox  with 
great  eloquence  and  ability,  and 
followed  by  a  fevere  reprehenfion 
of  the  principles  of  the  war,  of 
the  delufions  by  which  parliament 
had  been  led  on  year  after  year  to 
lupport  it,  and  of  the  grofs  and 
criminal  mifmanagement  that  ap¬ 
peared  in  every  branch  of  admi- 
nidration,  and  particularly  in  the 
marine  department.  To  the  neg¬ 
ligence  and  incapacity  of  the  mi¬ 
ni  Her  at  the  head  of  that  board, 
he  afcribed  the  lofs  of  the  army 
under  Lord  Cornwallis.'  That 
minider,  he  laid,  had  declared  in 
another  affembly,  that  a  ftrft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  who  fhould  fail 
in  having  a  fleet  equal  to  the  com¬ 
bined  naval  force  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  would  be  unworthy  of 
liis  iiruation,  and  deferve  to  be 
dragged  to  condign  punilhment. 
The  cafe,  he  contended,  was  now 
before  them.  The  inferiority 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  prove  from  the  events 
of  the  campaign,  and  he  conjured 
the  houfe  nut  to  delay  that  judice, 
which  the  noble  earl  had  called 
down  on  his  guilt.  After  appeal¬ 
ing  to  the  cool  and  difpallionate 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon  the  utter 
impracticability  of  reducing  the 
colonies  by  force,  cf  which  they 
had  now  had  full  experience,  and 
calling  particularly  on  the  mem¬ 
ber,  who  at  that  time  held  the 
office  of  paymaiter-generai,  and 
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who  had  declared  on  a  former  oo 
cafion,  “  that  ij  the  capture  oj 
Charles-  'Tcivn  produced  no  dec  ifvve 
confequences ,  he  fhould  ^ronv  voea  y 
of  the  American  vaar ,”  to  j  in  him 
in  obliging  adminiftration  to  put 
an  end  to  it,  he  concluded  a  fpeech 
of  great  length  with  moving,  that 
after  the  firft  paragraph  of  the 
addrefs,  the  following  words  fhould 
be  lubllicuted  in  the  place  of  the 
fubfequent  claules :  “  And  we 
**  wiH,  without  delay,  apply  our- 
“  felves  with  united  hearts  to  pro- 
“  pole  and  adjuft  fuch  councils, 

<(  as  may  in  this  crifis,  excite  the 
“  efforts,  point  the  arms,  and  by 
“  a  total  change  of  fyftem,  com- 
*£  mand  the  confidence  of  all  his 
“  majefty’s  fubjefts.” 

The  impreftion,  which  this 
fpeech  feemed  to  make  on  the 
houfe,  and  the  filence  of  thole 
who  had  formerly  been  the  moil 
forward,  on  all  occafions,  to  juf- 
tify  the  principles  and  the  policy 
of  the  American  war,  called  up 
the  miniller  early  in  the  debate. 

He  defended,  with  his  ulual  dex¬ 
terity  and  addrefs,  the  grounds  of 
the  contell  between  Great- Britain 
and,  her  colonies.  It  did  not,  he 
laid,  orginate,  as  had  been  failely 
reprefented,  in  any  defign  of  mi- 
nillers  to  aggrandife  the  power, 
or  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
crown :  had  that  been  their  ob- 
jeit,  they  had  thrown  away  and 
rejected  the  opportunity.  It  was 
not  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
but  the  claims  of  parliament,  that 
America  had  refilled.  It  was, 
therefore,  to  preferve  the  fupre- 
macy  of  parliament,  and  to  main¬ 
tain  its  juft  rights  and  privileges, 
that  they  had  engaged  in  the 
war,  and  forborne  the  offer  of  ad¬ 
vancing  one  branch  of  the  legi- 
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fiature  to  the  dominion  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  independent  of  the  other 
two.  With  refp  <11  to  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  war,  the  queftion, 
he  averted,  was  in  no  thape  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe;  and  that  there¬ 
fore  no  p-entleman  voting  for  the 

O  O 

addrels,  would,  as  the  neceiTiary 
relult  of  fuch  a  proceeding,  pledge 
hi  ml  elf  to  a 'lent  either  to  any  ipe- 
cinc  mode  of  operations,  or  to  the 
lupport  of  war  at  all  againft  the 
colonifts. 

Though  this  explication  of  the 
addrefs  was  alfo  fupported  by  the 
third  fecretarv  of  ftate,  and  by 
the  right  honourable  member,  who 
had  been  fo  particularly  alluded 
to  in  the  debate,  it  was  ftill  con¬ 
tended  on  the  part  of  oppofition, 
that  whatever  fenfe  his  majefty’s 
fervants  might,  for  the  prefent, 
find  it  convenient  to  put  upon  it, 
the  language  was  too  inlidious 
and  delufive  for  the  houfe  to 
adopt  ;  and  on  a  divifion  there 
appeared  for  the  amendment  129, 
againft  it  218. 

The  attack  which  had  been 
made,  during  the  courle  of  the 
debate,  on  the  conduit  of  the  fir  lb 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  drew  from 
one  of  the  members  of  that  board 
a  reply  in  his  defence.  He  al- 
ferted,  that  the  crippled  ftate  in 
which  the  noble  lord  had  found 
the  navy,  and  which  had  been 
owing  to  the  parfimonious  oeco- 
nomy  of  Lord  Hawke’s  admini- 
ftration,  was  the  caufe  of  its  pre¬ 
fent  weaknefs,  if  fuch  a  fail  really 
exifted.  This,  however,  he  po- 
fitively  denied,  and  endeavoured 
to  prove,  that  it  was  even  ftronger 
than  in  its  boafted  ftate  in  1759- 
He  aliened,  that  the  'firft  fleet 
lent  out  by  Lord  Sandwich,  was 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  enemy  ; 
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that  the  nature  of  the  war  had 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  meet 
them  in  all  places  with  that  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  but,  that  even  it  it 
ihouid  be  found  we  were  unable 
to  match  them  in  force  and  num¬ 
bers,  the  fault  did  not  lie  with 
the  board  of  admiralty  ;  it  being 
a  truth  demonffrable  from  our  na¬ 
val  hi  for  v,  that  whenever  the 
French  directed  their  whole  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  improvement  and  in-* 
create  of  their  marine,  they  had 
always  rendered  it  fupferior  to  that 
of  Greqt-Britain.  Thefe  portions 
were  leverally  denied  by  Admiral 
Keppel ;  but  being  irrelevant  to  the 
queftion  before  the  horde,  they 
underwent  no  further  difcuffion  for 
the  prefen  t. 

An  amendment  to  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect  with  that  moved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  expreifed  in 
nearly  the  fame  words,  was  moved 
in  the  upper  houfe,  and  rejected 
by  a  majority  of  75,  including  10 
proxies,  to  31.  The  debate  alfio 
turned  upon  the  fame  general  to¬ 
pics  ;  but  it  was  remarked,  that 
the  language  of  the  two  fecretaries 
of  fate  in  that  aifomhly,  was 
much  more  explicit  and  unequi¬ 
vocal  with  refpeCt  to  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  government  to  proiecute 
the  war  in  America,  than  what 
the  miniflers  in  the  other  houfe 
had  ventured  to  maintain.  This 
circumftance  occafioned  a  fecond 
debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
upon  receiving  the  report  of  the 
addrefs,  on  the  following  day, 
in  which  the  queftion  of  the 
pledge,  iuppofed  to  be  conveyed 
by  the  addrefs  to  fupport  that  war, 
underwent  another  very  able  dif- 
cuilion. 

On  the  fide  of  oppofition  it  was 
argued,  that  the  prefent  alarming 
crius  of  affairs  called,  in  a  parti- 
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cular  manner,  for  the  mod  explici  £ 
and  intelligible  language  from 
parliament.  That  from  the  open 
and  unqualified  declaration  of  his 
majefty’s  fervants  in  another  place, 
the  intentions  of  government  could 
no  longer  remain  a  matter  of 

o 

doubt;  and  therefore,  if  the  ad¬ 
drefs  was  not  meant  to  convey  to 
the  king  an  engagement  on  their 
part  to  fupport  him  in  thofe  de- 
figns,  that  it  was  hypocritical  and 
delufive.  That  from  the  dark  and 
ambiguous  exprefiious  of  the  mi- 
nifier  in  that  houfe,  in  the  former 
debate,  and  his  total  lilence  in  the 
prelent,  fom-e  doubts  might  be  en¬ 
tertained  refpeCting  his  real  pri¬ 
vate  fentiments  ;  but  that  what¬ 
ever  thofe  might  be,  the  meaning 
of  the  addrefs  could  only  be  col¬ 
lected  from  the  terms  in  which 
it  was  expreifed  ;  that  thefe 
were  intelligible  to  the  loweft  ca¬ 
pacity  j  and  that  it  would  be 
highly  improper  that  the  honour 
and  reputation  of  the  houfe  ihouid 
be  committed  in  the  intrigues  of 
a  divided  cabinet. 

The  defence  of  the  addrefs,  in  its 
original  form,  was  undertaken  by 
Mr,  Dundafs,  the  Lord  Advocate 
for  Scotland,  He  began  his  argu¬ 
ment  with  obfervingo  that  the  news 
01  a  late  great  and  national  misfor¬ 
tune  had  not  arrived  unexpected  by 
him,  but  that  the  impreilions  it 
had  left  on  his  mind,  had  induced 
him  to  examine,  with  the  moll 
fcrupulous  jealoufy,  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  fearing  to  find  in 
it  lome  expreffion,  an  approbation 
of  which  might  in  any  fort  pledge 
him  to  a  particular  line  of  con¬ 
duct  in  that  houfe  :  that,  on  the 
moil  minute  examination,  he  had 
not  found  any  fuch  exprefhons  in 
it  ;  that  its  language  was  firm  and 
manly,  calculated  to  fhew  the 

world 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [i3t 


world  that  no  difafter,  however 
great,  could  deprefs  the  fpirit,  or 
(ink  the  courage  of  the  nation  ; 
but  that  ftill.  its  language  was  ge¬ 
neral  ;  that  confequently  the  ad- 
drefs,  which,  as  ufual,  was  couch¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  terms,  mull;  be  ge¬ 
neral,  and  could  not  be  under- 
ftood  as  preclufive  of  any  future 
vote  or  parliamentary  proceeding, 
whatever.  This,  he  laid,  was  the 
fenfe  in  which  thofe  who  propoled 
and  thofe  who  voted  for  the  ad- 
drefs,  underftood  it  ;  and  he  ridi¬ 
culed  the  attempt  that  was  made 
by  others,  who  pretended  that 
they  only  could  conftrue  it,  to 
force  upon  them  a  meaning  which 
they  utterly  difavowed.  Much  of 
the  intricacy,  which  had  involved 
the  prefent  queftion,  he  conceived 
had  arifen  from  the  loofe  and  in- 
dehnite  ufe  of  the  term,  “  Ame- 
“  rican  war.”  If  by  an  Ameri¬ 
can  war,  was  meant  a  continental 
war  in  America,  conducted  on  the 
fame  military  principles,  on  which 
it  had  hitherto  been  carried  on,  it 
was  with  great  reafon  the  houfe 
had  been  cautioned  againft  pledg¬ 
ing  themfelves  to  the  fupport  of 
it.  But  he  could  difcover  no  fuch 
defign,  either  in  the  i'peech,  or  in 
the  addrel's.  But  if  the  retention 
and  defence  of  fuch  places  as  were 
ftill  left  in  our  pofleftion  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  was  to  be  called  an  American 
war,  and  under  that  denomination 
to  be  reprobated,  he  did  not  think 
the  houle  yet  ripe  for  fuch  a  deci- 
lion.  Thele,  however,  were  mat¬ 
ters  totally  unconnected  with  the 
queftion  before  the  houle  ;  and 
whenever  they  came  to  be  debated, 
which  in  a  ftiort  time  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  the  cafe,  every  mem¬ 
ber,  as  well  thofe  who  voted  for 
as  againft  the  addrefs,  would  be  at 


full  liberty  to  deliver  their  fenti- 
ments  upon  them. 

With  refpedt  to  the  diversity  of 
opinions  which,  it  had  been  infi- 
nuated,  prevailed  amongft  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  the  future  condudt  of 
the  war,  he  fhould  declare  his 
opinion  with  freedom  and  bold- 
nels,  that  the  minifter,  who,  to 
prefer ve  his  fituation,  could  fub- 
mit  to  concur  in  meafures  which 
he  difapproved,  was  highly  cri¬ 
minal.  It  would  not  he  admitted 
as  any  exculoation  of  fuch  a  mi- 
nifter,  to  fay,  he'  had  been  over¬ 
ruled  in  the  cabinet.  “That  the 
“  king  could  do  no  wrong,”  was 
a  facred  maxim  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  neceftary  for  the  perfonal 
fafety  of  the  fovereign,  and  for 
the  free  deliberation  of  parlia¬ 
ment;  but  this  maxim  implied,, 
that  whatever  was  wrong  in  the 
adminiftration  of  the  ftate,  was  to 
be  al'cribed  to  his  minifters  ;  and 
that  they  jointly  and  fever  ally, 
were  refponfible  to  the  public. 

In  anfwer  to  the  arguments  that 
had  been  drawn  from  a  fuppofed 
ambiguity  in  the  language  of  mi-, 
nifters,  it  might  be  alked,  he  faid, 
what  purpofe  could  fuch  a  delu- 
fion,  if  any  delufton  is  intended^ 
anfwer  ?  The  cheat  would  6e 
foon  detected ;  it  would  lcarcely 
laft  a  week:  a  queftion  would  ne- 
celfarily  foon  come  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  would  oblige  mini¬ 
fters  to  l'peak  out  fully  and  expli¬ 
citly.  Being  called  on  to  explain 
to  what  he  alluded,  he  faid,  that 
when  minifters  called  on  the  houle 
to  vote  a  fubftitution  of  forces  to 
replace  the  *7000  men  loft  with 
Lord  Cornwallis,  they  ffiuft  meet 
the  queftion  fully. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  arguments, 
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it  was  again  urged,  that  the  in¬ 
tention,  with  winch  an  individual 
member  ot  parliament  might  pro- 
pofe  to  confine  his  own  aifent  to 
a  general  propofition,  could  be  no 
m feature  for  the  proceedings  of  the 
■  houfe.  That  the  fente  and  mean¬ 
ing  of  a  written  production,  arofe 
from  the  words  and  phraics  m 
which  it  was  exprefled.  That 
though  tiie  words,  American 
war,”  were  ftudioufly  avoided, 
yet,  from  the  language  of  former 
Speeches  and  addreffies,  and  from 
the  whole  tenor  oi  the  prefent,  it 
Was  obvioufly  the  profecution  of 
that  war  his  majefty  called  on  them 
to  fupport.  That  the  learned  lord, 
had  deferted  the  proper  ground  of 
debate,  when  he  faid  fo  much 
about  the  mode  of  conducting  the 
war.  The  object  and  end  of  it 
were  the  material  confiderations  to 
be  fpoken  to,  The  argument 
drawn  from  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
time,  which  the  delufion  prefumed 
could  poffibly  operate,  'drew  on 
the  minifter  forne  fevere  and 
pointed  animadverfions  from  Mr. 
Burke.  Such  delufions,  he  faid, 
the  minifter  dealt  in;  they  were 
the  daily  traffic  of  his  invention. 
A  week  !  he  had  often  held  out  a 
delufion  for  half  that  time;  for  a 
day  only;  nay,  for  a  fingle  hour. 
He  had  praClifed  delufions  upon 
the  houfe,  which  died  away  be¬ 
fore  the  debate  was  ended,  only 
to  ferve  the  immediate  purpofe 
for  "which  they  had  been  contrived. 

Amongft  the  mifcellaneous  mat¬ 
ter  which  was  introduced  into  this 
debate,  the  fame  gentleman  called 
the  attention  of  the  houfe  to  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  mod"  (book¬ 
ing  and  dilgraceful  proceeding, 
that  had  ever  ftainedi  the  Britiih 
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name;  this  was  the  ibth  article  of 
the  capitulation  of  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  by  which  the  royal  ids  who 
had  joined  the  Britiffi  army,  were 
left  to  the  mercy  of  the  civil  power 
in  America.  By  fire  and  fword, 
he  faid,  we  had  forced  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  to  join  the  king’s  troops; 
and  thole  very  men,  who  had  been 
fighting  with  us  to  quell  rebel¬ 
lion,  were  to  fuffer  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  death  for  having  themfelves 
been  rebels.  He  painted,  in  the 
ftrongeft  colours,  the  headlands  of 
the  Chelapeak  „  exhibiting  the 
parched  quarters  of  the  king’s 
friends ;  and  aiked,  if  it  was  not  a 
glorious  fight  to  meet  the  eyes  of 
a  prince  of  the  royal  blood  on  his 
firfb  arrival  in  America  !  After  a 
mod  eloquent  and  fuccefsful  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  feelings  of  the 
houfe  on  this  fubject,  he  begged 
leave  to  mention  another  circum- 
ftance  that  had  occurred  in  the 
fame  bufinefs,  in  which  a  ferious 
mind,  without  being  extremely 
addicted  to  fu  perdition,  might 
think  it  was  the  fpecral  hand  of 
Providence.  The  Colonel  Laurens 
who  had  drawn  up  the  articles  of 
capitulation,  and  in  whole  cuftody 
Lord  Cornwallis  was  at  that  time 
a  prifoner  in  America,  was  the 
fon  of  Mr.  Laurens,  late  prefident 
of  congrefs,  who  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  of  which  Lord 
Cornwallis  was  himfelf  the  gover¬ 
nor,  and  had  thus  become  a  pri¬ 
foner  to  the  fon  of  his  own  pri¬ 
foner. 

Amongft  the  fpeeches  mod;  di- 
ftinguifihed  in  this  debate,  that  of 
Mir.  Win.  Pitt  was  received  with 
firigular  marks  of  applaufe  from 
every  fide  of  the  houfe.  At  length 

the 
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the  quefticn  being  put,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  bringing  up  the  report 
1 3 1,  againft  it  54. 

XT  Though  the  mo- 

i\ov.  30th.  ,  0  . 

J  derate  and  accom¬ 
modating  language  uSed  Tv  the 
mini  her  in  the  debate  on  the  ad- 
drels,  and  the  more  open  declara¬ 
tions  which  had  come  from  a 
quarter,  known  to  be  intimately 
connected  with  government,  had 
foine  effedt  in  removing  the  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  houle  writh  re¬ 
gard  to  the  farther  profecution  of 
the  American  war  ;  vet  they  were 
thought  by  no  means  fo  Satisfac- 
tory  by  the  members  in  oppofi- 
tion,  as  to  relax  their  endeavours 
to  obtain  fome  more  explicit 
avowal  of  his  intentions.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  on  the  ufual  motion 
for  the  houfe  to  go  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt 
rofe  to  object  to  the  Speaker’s 
leaving  the  chair.  It  was  not  in  his 
with,  he  laid,  to  deprive  the  crown 
ot  the  means  of  carrying  on  its 
government  in  the  prelent  alarm¬ 
ing  juncture  of  affairs;  he  did  not 
mean  to  hinder,  but  to  protradt 
the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  in 
this  bufinefsj  left  administration, 
carrying  their  point  with  a  faci¬ 
lity  that  rendered  them  callous  to 
the  diftreffes  of  the  nation,  Should 
be  encouraged  to  perlevere  in  the 
fame  councils  and  meafures,  which 
had  brought  the  empire  to  the 
verge  of  irretrievable  ruin.  Be¬ 
fore  they  looked  for  any  frelh 
proof  of  the  confidence  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  was  requifite  they  Should 
Shew  a  due  l'enfe  of  their  own  mil- 
conduct,  and  give  a  Cure  pledge 
ot  their  intentions  to  change  the 
whole  iyftem  of  their  proceedings. 
What  that  pledge  ought  to  be, 
would  be  for  the  houle  to  deter- 
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mine.  But  to  withhold  the  flip- 
plies  till  foine  poSitive  affurance  of 
their  repentance  was  obtained, 
till  fome  proof  of  their  contrition 
Stood  on  record,  was  not  only  a 
duty  the  members  owed  their  con¬ 
stituents,  but  would  be  the  motfc 
effectual  means  of  Strengthening 
the  hands  of  government.  Thac 
the  redrefs  of  grievances  Should  in¬ 
variably  precede  the  opening  of 
the  public  purfe,  was  a  principle 
on  which  Stood  the  existence  of  the 
conllitution.  He  was  therefore 
warranted  in  oppofing  privilege  to 
prerogative,  and  in  refuting  to 
vote  a  Shilling  to  the  crown,  till 
its  ministers  had  given  the  people 
fome  earneft  of  their  amendment. 

This  attempt  to  obftruct  the 
ordinary  courle  of  hiiiineSs  in  the 
houle,  was  reprefented,  on  the 
fide  of  administration,  rather  as 
the  effect  of  political  heat  and 
pallion,  than  of  any  cool  and  Se¬ 
rious  defire  of  perfuading  the  houle 
to  adopt  a  meaSure  of  fo  delperate 
and  ruinous  a  tendency.  A  vote 
of  Supply,  it  was  Said,  Vvas  the 
necelTary  confequence  of  the  ad- 
dreS's  ;  to  this  they  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  pledged  ;  but  whenever  the 
appropriation  of  the  money  voted 
Should  be  propol'ed  for  the  con¬ 
sideration  ot  parliament,  then  they 
might  ref'ufe  their  confent  to  its 
being  applied  to  the  Support  of 
the  American  or  any  other  war, 
or  to  any  Specific  purpoi'e  what¬ 
ever,  if  they  Should  fo  think 
Sit.  It  was  not  denied,  that  the 
proposition  of  the  honourable 
member  was  conffitutional.  1  he 
right  of  refilling  any  Supply,  was 
allowed  to  be  inherent  in  the  re¬ 
presentatives  of  the  people.  But 
in  the  exerciSe  of  that,  as  of  many 
other  theoretical  rights,  the  expe- 

[  / 1  3  dieucy 
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tliency  of  the  meafure  was  the 
object  to  be  attended  to.  In  for¬ 
mer  times  it  had  been  the  praftice 
of  parliament  to  make  the  redreis 
of  grievances  go  before  the  grant 
of  fupplies  ;  but  was  this  at  pre- 
fen  t  expedient,  or  even  practi¬ 
cable  ?  Before  the  Revolution,  the 
Kings  of  England  were  poflelfed 
of  a  permanent  revenue,  and  a 
variety  of  extenfive  refources,  by 
which  they  were  enabled  to  (up- 
port  the  ordinary,  civil  and  mi¬ 
litary  eftabli (laments  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  When,  therefore,  they 
called  on  the  people,  in  parti¬ 
cular  emergencies,  for  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  fup ply,  parliament  wifely 
took  advantage  of  the  neceflities 
of  the  prince,  to  obtain  (uch  con- 
cefllons  as  they  judged  necejiary 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of 
the  fubjeft.  But  at  thy  time  of 
the  Revolution,  the  confcitution 
in  this  refpeCt  underwent  a  total 
change,  and  the  former  pradtice 

had,  in  confequence  of  that 
change,  totally  ceafed.  The  re¬ 
venue  neceifary  for  the  defence 
and  fupport  of  the  kingdom  was 
now  annually  provided  for  by  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  the  exercife  there¬ 
fore  of  tiie  right  of  refufal  was 
become  extremely  difficult,  if  not 
entirely  impracticable.  To  en¬ 
quire  into  the  exiftence  of  griev¬ 
ances,  to  difcover  and  adminifter 
effectual  remedies,  would  necefla- 
rily  be  a  work  of  time  ;  and  was 
it  not  recollected,  that  the  in¬ 
terval  between  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  an  endeavour  to  remove 
the  evils  complained  of,  and  its 
fuccefsfui  completion,  would  be 
filled  up  by  the  annihilation  of 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  the  na¬ 
tion  ?  Equal  mifchief  would  en- 

fue,  if  the  mode  of  carrying  on 


the  war,  or  'the  operations  of  the 
enfuing  campaign,  were  expected 
to  be  difc.lofed  as  the  condition  of 
granting  the  fupplies.  The  com¬ 
pliance  with  fuch  a  requifition 
would  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
criminal  in  minifters. 

But  a  pledge  of  the  contrition 
of  government  was  at  lead  re¬ 
quired.  Might  there  not  be  equal 
difficulty  in  bringing  the  various 
defer! ptions  of  men,  who  were  to 
be  found  in  that  houfe,  to  agree 
and  fix  upon  fuch  a  pledge,  as 
might  be  deemed  ffitisfadtory.  In 
the  long  inveitigation  of  the  (ub- 
jett,  nothing  refpedling  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  pledge  had  yet  tranf- 
pired.  In  the  opinion  of  fome,  it 
might  be  a  change  of  minifters  ; 

o  o 

others  might  aik  for  it  in  a  renun- 
ciation  of  the  war  againit  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  a  third  let,  in  the  ceflation 
of  hofftili ties  againit  the  Dutch  ; 
a  fourth,  in  the  diminution  of 
the  influence  of  the  crown  ;  a 
fifth,  in  the  reform  of  repre¬ 
fen  tati  on  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

The  (ituation  of  the  country 
was  allowed  to  be,  in  an  unufual 
degree,  critical  and  alarming  ; 
and  feme  change  of  meafures  ne- 
ceifary.  But  thele  circumftances, 
it  was  contended,  called  for  the 
moil  vigorous  and  united  exer¬ 
tions  of  parliament.  The  eyes 
not  only  of  the  nation,  but  of  all 
our  enemies,  were  fixed  upon 
them  ;  and  much  of  the  fpirit  and 
exertions,  both  of  the  one  and  of 
the  other,  would  depend  on  their 
refolutions. 

In  reply  to  thefe  arguments,  it 
was  urged,  that  whillt  minifters 
wanted  to  perfuade  the  houfe  to 
adopt  their  addrefs,  it  was  (aid, 
that  it  pledged  the  houfe  to  no¬ 
thing. 
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thing.  But  now  it  had  pa  fled, 
and  a  fupply  was  demanded,  they 
argued  that  the  houle  had  bound 
itfelf  by  the  addrefs  to  grant  it. 
The  lame  cheat  was  again  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  played  off*.  The 
grant  of  a  l'upply,  it  was  laid,  did 
not  bind  the  houfe  to  any  fpe- 
ci tic  appropriation  of  it  ;  and  thus 
the  houle  was  to  be  led  on  by  a 
train  ofdelufions  to  give  its  flip- 
port  to  a  continuance  of  thole  ru¬ 
inous  meafure%  which  even  minif- 
ters  themlelves  no  longer  dared  open¬ 
ly  to  defend. 

To  allow  that  parliament  pof- 
felfed  the  privilege  of  withholding 
the  Supplies,  and  in  the  fame 
moment  to  pretend  that  the  exer¬ 
tion  of  it  mull  prove  an  adt  of 
political  filicide,  was  to  leave  us 
nothing  of  the  confutation,  but 
the  name.  The  king,  in  virtue 
of  his  prerogative,  had  the  power 
of  involving  the  nation  in  hoftili- 
ties  at  his  own  difcretion.  An 
event  of  this  kind  was  ulually  an¬ 
nounced  to  his  parliament-  at  the 
opening  of  a  fed!  on  ;  and  was  it 
now  contended,'  that  how  much 
foe ver  parliament  might  difapprove 
of  fuch  a  meal u re,  it  was  bound 
to  furnifh  the  neceffary  grants  for 
its  fupport  ? 

If  no  indance  had  occurred, 
fince  the  Revolution,  of  a  refufal 
to  grant  fupplies,  this  invariable 
acquiefcence  reded  on  a  fuppofi- 
tion,  that  no  circumdance  had  oc¬ 
curred  to  judify  a  deviation  from 
the  general  practice.  But  did 
the  prelent  times  afford  no  fuch 
grounds  ?  Was  it  not  even  pre- 
lumable  from  the  pall  conduit  of 
miniders,  that  with  refpect  to 
the  fupport  and  defence  of  the  em¬ 
pire,  it  was  a  matter  of  indif¬ 


ference  whether  the  fupplies  were 
granted  or  not  ?  Could  the  na¬ 
tional  misfortunes,  which  had 
thickened  over  the  courfe  of  the 
preceding  year,  have  poiTibly 
proved  m  re  numerous  or  more 
fatal,  if  no  money  whatfoever 
had  been  granted  for  the  fervice  of 
that  period  ?  Had  thole  grants 
paid  any  intered  to  the  public, 
either  in  victory  or  honour  ?  Had 
they  not  even  contributed  to  the 
annihilation  of  our  fleets,  and  to  the 
lol's  of  our  armies,  as  much  at  lead 
as  a  temporary  fufpenfion  of  fupply 
could  do  ? 

In  exculpation  of  the  mifeon- 
dudt  of  one  department  of  govern¬ 
ment,  it  had  been  laid,  that  all 
the  maritime  refources  of  this 
kingdom  were  unequal  to  a  coa¬ 
ted  with  the  naval  forces  of  France, 
when  {he  chofe  to  exert  them 
to  the  irtmoft.  For  what  pur- 
pofe  then,  except  their  own  bale 
and  felhfk  purpofes,  could  they, 
who  held  fuch  doctrines,  call 
on  parliament  to  fupport  an  ef- 
tablilhment,  confeffedly,  under  their 
management,  inadequate  to  its 
end  ?  The  difbanding  of  fhe  land 
forces  would  certainly  be  the  con- 
fequence  of  an  abfclute  refufal  to 
raite  fupplies  :  but  even  if  this 
were  the  cafe,  would  the  houfe 
chufe  rather  that  the  third  fecre- 
tary  of  date  fhould  fend  them  a- 
crofs  the  Atlantic,  in  order  that  Ger 
neral  Wafhington  might  receive,  at 
their  expence,  a  third  army  prilon- 
ers  cf  war. 

With  refpeft  to  the  pledge  re¬ 
quired,  the  difficulties  that  had 
been  dated  were  rather  arfeCfed 
than  real.  If  parliament  retained 
a  proper  fenfe  of  its  duty,  and 
was  zealous  and  fincere  in  the 

[  /  ]  4  performance 
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performance  of  it,  the  tafk  prc- 
pofed  would  not  require  an  hour’s 
debate. 

In  oppofition  to  this  weight  of 
argument,  it  was,  on  the  other 
fide,  ailedged,  that  the  removal 
of  the  pj-efent  mi  aiders,  being 
evi Jently  the  chief  object  pro- 
poled  by  thofe  who  wifhed  to  ne¬ 
gative  the  motion  before  the 
houfe,  there  were  manv  other  lefs 
objectionable  methods  of  obtain¬ 
ing  the  lame  end.  That  in  what¬ 
ever  hands  his  majefty  might  chafe 
to  trail;  the  adminifiration  of  af¬ 
fairs,  a  fupply  would  be  abfo- 
lutely  and  equally  neceilury.  d  hat 
the  delay  propofed  would  be  there¬ 
fore  a  fruitlefs  lofs  of  time,  as  the 
houfe  might,  if  they  thought  fit, 
adopt  other  meafures  equally  ef¬ 
fectual,  and  not  attended  with 
the  fame  danger  or  inconvenience 
to  the  date,  On  the  divifion,  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  committee 
of  fupply  was  carried  in  the  affir¬ 
mative  ;  there  being  172  ayes, 
and  77  nocs. 

We  have  heretofore  obferved, 
that  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Burke,  during  the  courie  of  the 
lafe  leilion,  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  conduit  of  the  captors  of  the 
ihand  of  St.  Euftatius,  was  ne¬ 
gatived,  chiefly  on  the  ground  of 
the  abfence  of  the  two  comman¬ 
ders,  who  were  ib  deeply  inter- 
ehed  in  the  fubject.  Both  thefe 
gentlemen  being  at  this  time  at¬ 
tendant  on  their  duty  in  parlia- 

-i  ,  .  ment,  Mr.  Bnike,  pur- 

JDec.  4th.  ,  ’  ■  . 

^  leant  to  the  ,  previous 

notice  he  had  given,  moved, 

“  That  the  ho  Lie  refolve  itfeif 

44  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 

44  houfe,  in  order  to  enquire  into 

44  the  coniilcation  of  the  effects, 

66  wares  and  merchandize,  be- 
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44  longing  to  his  Majefty ’s  new 
44  fubjeCts  on  the  ifland  of  St. 
44  Euftatius  ;  and  farther,  to  en- 
“  quire  into  the  iale,  diftribution 
44  and  mode  of  conveyance  of  a 
44  great  part  of  the  laid  effedts, 
4 4  wares  and  merchandife,  to  the 
44  iflands  belonging  to  France, 
44  and  to  other  parts  of  the  do* 
“  mi  dons  of  his  Majefty ’s  ene- 
44  raies,” 

He  prefaced  this  motion  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  he  fhould  not  at  that 
time  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  facts 
he  had  to  produce,  nor  of  the 
evidence  by  which  he  meant  to 
iupport  them,  provided  he  under- 
ftood  from  his  'Majefty ’s  rnini- 
fters,  that  no  oppofition  would  be 
made  to  the  iufritution  of  a  full, 
open,  and  dhpaffionate  enquiry. 
But  the  feeretary  of  ftate  for  the 
plantations  declaring,  that  he 
could  not  poiiibly  give  his  vote, 
for  the  motion  as  it  then  flood,  on 
account  of  the  actions  that  were 
depending  in  the  courts  below, 
Mr.  Burke  was  called  on  by  the 
houfe  to  enter  into  the  lubjcCt  at 
large. 

he  began  with  reprobating  the 
narrow,  miferable  doctrine  he  h  d 
juft  heard,  by  which  a  great  ie- 
gillative  body,  the  grand,  inqueft 
of  the  Britilli  empire,  was  taught 
to  lay  abide  its  wifdom,  policy  and 
juhice,  and  dance  attendance,  like 
a  fervile,  cringing  valet,  upon 
the  petty  difputes  of  the  courts 
below.  Fie  called  on  the  houfe 
to  rtje&,  with  deteiladon,  coun- 
lels  lb  full  of  infamy  and  injuft  ice, 
and  to  think  they  could  not  reicue 
too  lpeedily  the  reputation  of  the 
country  from  the  dilgraceful  im¬ 
putations  under  which  it  lay. — 
AbjeCt  thefts,  atrocious  rapine, 
and  every  fpecies  of  uncivilized 

barbarity. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


barbarity,  had  been  charged,  in 
the  face  of  ail  Europe,  on  Britilh 
commanders.  From  that  houie 
all  Europe  would  expcft  the  moft 
dedive  proofs,  that  Gnat  Britain 
neither  felt  the  inclination,  nor 
had  io  far  foruot  her  ancient  cha- 

o 

rad  r,  as  to  countenance  the  com- 
mifiion  of  in  juft  ice;  but  was  al¬ 
ways  prepared  and  willing  to  liften 
to  the  complaints  of  the  injured, 
to  punilh  the  authors  of  violence, 
and  to  redrefs  the  wrongs  com¬ 
mitted  in  her  name. 

But  the  policy,  not  lefs  than 
the  juftice  of  the  nation,  was 
concerned  in  promoting  the  moll 
fpeedy  and  effectual  enquiry.  •  In 
tlie  arduous  conhiCl  in  which  we 
were  committed,  deftitute  of  alli¬ 
ances,  and  confcious  of  the  in¬ 
feriority  of  our  force  to  that  ol 
the  enemies  combined  a?ainH  us, 
we  Ihould  be  cautious  to  the  laft 
degree  of  venturing  upon  mea- 
fures,  which  might  induce  the 
neutral  Hates  not  barely  to  regard 
our  ilruggles  with  indifference, 
but  to  rejoice  in  the  deftructian 
the)  ma  think  we  have  fo  juitiy 
merited.  It  was  a  midaken  opi¬ 
nion,  that  Hates  and  cabinets 
were  mere  machines,  moved  only 
by  intereH.  Cornpofed  of  men, 
they  felt  as  men ;  were  actuated 
by  the  lame  iympathies  and  pal- 
lions,  and  naturally  inclined  to 
rile  up  in  defence  of  the  weak, 
when  not  deterred  by  the  recol¬ 
lection  of  wanton  provocations, 
and  the  lawlefs  ufe  of  former 
power. 

Having  made  thefe  obfervations, 
I\ffr.  Burke  proceeded  to  Hate  the 
facts  on  which  he  wiihed  the  houie 
to  take  up  the  enquiry.  After  an 
unfuccefsful  attempt  upon  the 
illand  of  St.  Vincent,  againH 
which  a  weak  and  infufheient 
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firce  had  been  employed,  the 
British  commanders,  in  obedience 
to  directions  received  from  Eng¬ 
land,  turned  their  arms  againH 
St.  EuHatius.  This  illand  was 
known  to  be  in  a  Hate  totally  de- 
fencelels.  A  lingle  gun,  of  which 
the  friendly,  courteous  ufe,  was  to 
falute  the  lhips  of  the  Engliih  and 
other  European  powers,  on  their 
arrival  at  this  free  port,  remained 
upon  the  walls  of  a  negleCled,  moul¬ 
dering  caHle,  in  which  there  was 
a  garrifon  of  twenty-leven  loldiers, 
and  about  thirty  other  perfons,  of 
various  defcriptions.  The  arma¬ 
ment  employed  for  the  reduction 
of  the  fettlement,  thus  defended, 
and  ignorant  even  of  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoHilities  between 
the  two  nations,  confided  of  fifteen 
fail  of  the  line,  a  proportionate 
number  of  frigates,  and  near  },ooo 
chofen  troops.  On  this  occafion, 
laid  Mr.  Burke,  the  miracle  of- 
Jericho  was  need  lefs  ;  for  at  the 
IirH  found  of  the  trumpet,  and 
long  before  the  ramparts  could 
have  fallen,  the  governor  fur- 
rendered  the  illand  at  <*ifcretion . 

He  next  proceeded  to  inveHi- 
gate,  the  extent  of  the  power  ac¬ 
quired  by  conquerors  over  an  ene¬ 
my  furrendering  at  clijcreti&n.  He 
proved  from  the  authority  of  the 
mod  celebrated  writers  on  the  laws 
of  nations,  that  it  by  no  means 
warranted  the  arbitrary  exercile 
of  any  fpecies  of  rapine  or  cruelty. 
That  dijeretton  was  univerlally 
agreed  to  be,  not  arbitnum  cujus 
lioet  pravi  ;  but,  equi  boni  jue  viri. 
He  took  a  view  of  the  hiHory  of 
that  branch  of  laws,  and  of  the 
contemporary  concurrent  practice 
of  the  moil  civilized  nations ; 
lhewing,  that  the  feelings  of  man¬ 
kind  had  at  all  times  gone  beyond 
the  theories  of  jurifprudence,  in 

mitigating 
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mitigating  the  calamities  of  war  ; 
and  arguing  from  thence  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  interpreting  the  maxims 
of  law,  even  in  the  prefent  im¬ 
proved  date  of  that  code,  in  the 
mod  mild  and  favourable  fenfe. 
He  therefore  contended,  that  from 
the  moment  of  fubmilllon,  the  van- 
quiihed  parties  were  entitled  to 
the  fecurity  of  fubjeCts ;  that 
where  hodilities  end,  there  pro¬ 
tection  begins ;  and  that  though 
the  inhabitants  of  St.  Eudatius 
were  not  abfolutely  claimants  of  a 
privileged  protection,  yet  they 
fhould  have  found,  in  the  equity 
and  compadion  of  the  conquerors, 
a  fhelter  from  all  violence  and  de- 
predation. 

Having  edablidied  and  eluci¬ 
dated  this  general  doCtrine,  Mr. 
Burke  entered  into  a  detail  of  the 
enormities  charged  on  the  con¬ 
querors  of  St.  Eudatius.  As  foon 
as  they  had  got  poflellion  of  the 
feftlement,  a  general  confifeation 
of  property  took  place ;  every 
warehoufe  was  locked  up  ;  every 
inhabitant  was  compelled  to  give 
in  an  account  of  his  plate,  jew¬ 
els,  and  ready  money ;  even  the 
riecellary  fupply  of  provifions  was 
flopped  ;  and  in  this  general  order 
no  didinCtion  was  made  between 
friends  or  foes  ;  no  rank,  lex,  or 
age  was  fpared ;  and  finally,  to 
prevent  the  poilibility  of  difcri- 
rninating  their  property,  and  to 
impede  any  future  attempts  for 
the  recovery  of  its  value,  the 
books  of  ali  the  merchants  were 
feized,  and  their  wares  and  goods 
thrown  into  one  common  mafs. 

The  next  meafure  was  a  general 
proscription  of  the  inhabitants 
themfelves,  by  which  they  were 
obliged,  ali  without  exception, 
Engiiih,  Dutch,  Jews,  French.* 
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and  Americans,  to  quit  the  bland. 
This  order  was  executed  without 
mercv  i  the  miferable  exiles  un- 
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derwent  a  drift  fearch  before  their 
departure;  and  the  cloaths  of 
fome  of  them  were  ripped  open, 
in  order  to  come  at  a  few  pieces  of 
money  which  they  had  concealed 
as  the  only  means  of,  prelent  fub- 
fidence. 

The  confifeation  of  property 
being  determined  on,  and  the 
inhabitants  removed,  the  lale  of 
their  goods  followed  next  in  or¬ 
der.  A  proclamation  was  idued, 
offering  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  to 
every  purchafer ;  fecurity  that  his 
money  fhould  not  be  taken  from 
him ;  and  full  permidlon  to  tranf- 
port  to  any  place  he  chofe,  what¬ 
ever  merchandile  he  fhould  pur- 
chafe.  Seventeen  veffels,  prin¬ 
cipally  French,  were  accordingly 
freighted  with  dor.es,  and  other 
articles,  purchased  fifty  per  cent, 
under  the  intrindc  value,  for  the 
fervice  of  our  enemies ;  and  led 
they  fhould  become  captures  to 
the  Britida  privateers,  which  were 
hovering  round  the  ifland,  and 
waiting  for  the  return  of  the  pur- 
chafers,  they  failed  under  the 
convoy  of  an  Englilh  fhip  of  war. 

Three  months  were  fpent  by 
the  Britifh  commanders  in  dif- 
pofing  of  and  f'ecuring  the  plunder 
of  St,  Eudatius  ;  the  confequences 
of  this  conduct,  with  refpeft  to 
the  events  of  the  campaign,  both 
in  the  Wed-Indies  and  America, 
were  next  adverted  to  by  Mr. 
Burke.  The  deet  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Sir  George  Rodney, 
even  after  the  departure  of  Com¬ 
modore  Hotham,  (who  had-  failed 
with  a  fmail  lquadron  to  convoy  a 
part  of  the  treafure  found  in  St. 
Eudatius  to  England)  ^mounted 
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to  21  fail  of  the  line.  The  whole 
French  force,  previous  to  the  arri¬ 
val  of  Monfieur  de  Grade,  con¬ 
fided  only  of  eight  (hips  of  the 
line,  and  one  fifty.  This  favour- 
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able  opportunity  of  recovering 
fiome  of  our  former  pofTdlions,  or 
attacking  thofe  of  the  enemy, 
was  entirely  negleCted  ;  the  whole 
fleet,  and  near  3,000  chofen 
troops,  being  kept  upwards  of 
two  months  in  a  date  of  total  in¬ 
action,  for  the  important  fervice 
of  protecting  the  fales  of  St.  Eufta- 
tius.  The  l'econd  misfortune, 
that  had  fprimg  from  the  fame  dis¬ 
graceful  caufe,  was  the  weaknefis 
of  the  detachment  fent  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood, 
to  prevent  the  jtlnCtion  of  the 
French  fleet  in  the  Wed-Indies, 
and  that  which  arrived  with  De 
Grade  from  Europe.  Three  fail 
of  the  line  were  detained  by  the 
commanders,  for  the  fame  lauda¬ 
ble  purpol'e  of  lecuring  the  plunder 
of  St.  Eudatius;  and  this  fepa- 
ration  of  our  naval  for^e,  in  all 
human  probability,  brought  on 
the  whole  train  of  calamitous 
events  which  followed  :  the  junc¬ 
tion  of  the  French  fleets;  the  lot's 
of  Tobago;  and  finally;  the 
dreadful  dilader  in  the  Chela- 
peak. 

Having  dated  thefe  charges, 
Mr.  Burke  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  fupport  them  by  evidence  at  the 
bar.  He  truded  the  two  honoura¬ 
ble  commanders,  would  feel  their 
honour  too  deeply  concerned,  not 
to  wilh  to  vindicate  their  conduct 
in  the  fulled  and  mod  open  man¬ 
ner  ;  that  the  houfe  would  feel 
for  the  credit  and  character  of  the 
nation,  which  had  filtered  in  the 
opinion  of  ail  Europe  ;  and  that 
as  to  himfelf,  the  magnitude  and 
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enormity  of  the  charge,  the  wealth 
and  power  of  the  accufed,  the 
wretched  and  deplorable  condition 
of  many  of  the  unhappy  lufterers, 
whofe  caufe  he  had  undertaken  to 
fupport,  would  dielter  him  from 
that  odium  which  was  generally 
attached  to  the  character  of  an 
acculer. 

In  anfwer  to  this  weighty  and 
pointed  charge.  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney,  after  a  virulent  inventive 
againd  the  Dutch,  declared,,  that 
their  perfidious  attachment  to  the 
enemies  of  Great  Britain,  had  de¬ 
termined  him  to  adopt  the  line  of 
conduct  he  had  purfued,  in  the 
capture  of  St.  Eudatius  ;  and 
that  in  his  opinion,  it  fully  jufti- 
fied  the  entire  confifcation  or  the 
property  found  on  the  illand.  He 
could  not  have  been  actuated  by 
any  mercenary  views  in  this  de¬ 
termination,  as  he  had  avowedly 
made  the  feizure  for  the  foie  and 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  crowip ; 
and  had  not  received  intelligence, 
till  long  after  the  confifcation,  of 
his  majedy’s  gracious  intentions 
of  relinquishing  his  right  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fleet  and  army,  to 
whom  the  illand  had  furrendered. 
With  refpect  to  the  outrages  chat 
were  alitdged  to  have  been  com¬ 
mitted,  or  any  wanton  and  lawlefs 
exercile  of  power,  he  alferted.  that 
as  far  as  the  accufation  related  to 
himfelf,  it  was  a'ofolutely  ground- 
lefs.  He  further  declared,  that 
if  any  a£t  of  inhumanity  had  been 
committed,  it  had  never  reached 
his  ears.  On  the  contrary,  pro¬ 
tection  and  abidance  were  liberally 
extended  to  all  who  Food  in  need 
of  them. 

In  regard  to  the  charge  of 
having  f uttered  dores  and  provi- 
fions  to  be  purchaled  for  the  fer- 
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vice  of  the  enemy,  and  tranfpdrted 
to  the  i Hands  in  their  pofleiiop, 
he  declared  that  the  very  reverie 
was  the  truth  ;  that  he  had  given 
the  drifted  orders  none  of  them 
fliould  be  fold,  but  all  fent  to  his 
Majedy’s  yard  at  Antigua.  So 
fcrupuloufly  exaft  had  he  been  in 
this  refpeft,  that  he  had  not  only 
examined  himfelf  the  clearance  of 
every  (hip that  went  out  of  the  port, 
but  caufed  them  to  anchor  under 
his  hern,  where  they  were  driftly 
examined  by  commimoned  officers 
of  the  navy. 

As  to  the  afperfions  thrown  on 
his  military  charafter,  for  re¬ 
maining  three  months  inactive  at 
St.  Eu flat iu's  ,  and  detaching  an 
inadequate  force  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  the  French  fleets,  he 
remarked,  that  matters  of  the  ut- 
mo/1  importance  had  made  his 
prefence  there,  for  fome  time,  ab- 
iblutely  necelfary.  That  during 
that  period  he  had  planned  two 
expeditions,  one  again  ft  Curacoa, 
the  other  againfl  Surinam  ;  and 
was  on  the  point  of  putting  them 
into  execution,  when  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  approach  of 
Monf.  de  Grade.  That  this  in¬ 
telligence  reported  the  French 
fleet  to  canfi.fr  of  no  more  than 
12  fail  of  the  line  ;  and  that,  con- 
fequentiy,  he  had  thought  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  a  fuflicient  match 
for  them  with  15.  'I  flat  as  foon 
as  he  heard  of  the  failure  of  bir 
Samuel  Hood,  he  had  put  to  fea 
with  the  (hips  remaining  at  St. 
Euftatius,  and  f  iled  to  join  the 
fleet  $  that  he  had  put  St.  Lucia 
into  fucli  a  pofture  of  defence,  as 
had  preferved  that  ifland  from  the 
iubfcquent  attack  of  the  French  ; 


and  that  he  (hould  do u briefs  have 
intercepted  Monf.  de  Grade  him¬ 
felf,  had  not  his  defigns  been 
traitoroufly  difcovered  to  the  ene- 
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my. 

The  I6fs  of  Tobago,  and  the 
unfortunate  conclufion  of  the 
campaign  in  the  Chefapeak,  were 
he  (aid,  laid  to  his  charge  with 
equal  injuftice.  With  refpeft  to 
the  former,  the  traniaftions  relat¬ 
ing  to  it  being  already  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  public,  and  no  new 
matter  adduced  by  the  admiral, 
it  is  unneceflafy  for  us  to  repeat 
them  j  as  to  the  latter,  befides 
the  arguments  in  vindication  of 
his  conduct,  which  have  been 
fated  in  our  lafr  volume  *  he  af- 
fured  the  houfe  that  he  had  difpatch- 
ed  an  account  of  the  defign^ of  the 
French  to  the  commander  in 
chief  at  Jamaica,  requeuing  him. 
to  lofe  no  time  in  fending  what¬ 
ever  Flips  he  could  polfibiy  lpare  to 
reinforce  die-admiral  on  the  coafl  of 
America. 

This  was  the  fum  of  the  defence 
fetr  up  by  Sir  George  Rodney  j 
he  was  followed  by  Major  General 
Vaughan,  who  went  nearly  over 
the  fame  ground,  denying  in  the 
mod  folemn  manner,  his  having 
had  any  (hare  or  concern  in  the 
depredation  and  outrages  alledged 
to  have  been  committed.  He  re¬ 
futed  to  account  for  his  conduCt  to 
an  individual,  but  declared  him¬ 
felf  ready  to  enter  into  the  fulled 
invedigation  cf  it  before  the 
houle,  if  they  (hould  think  fit  to 
call  for  it  j  and  in  proof  of  the 
falfity  of  one  cf  the  charges^  he 
read  an  addrefs  he  had  received 
from  the  warden  and  rulers  of 
the  Jews,  exprefling  the  fulled 
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fenfe  of  the  obligations  they  owed 
him  fv-rhis  protection. 

I  flue  being  thus  joined  by  the 
two  parties,  the  motion  for  a 
Committee  of  Enquiry  was  brong- 
ly  l'upported  by  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendilh.  General  Conway,  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Barre,  and  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan.  It  was  oppoled  by  Lord 
Geo.  Germaine,  the  Lord  Advo¬ 
cate  of  Scotland,  the  Secretary  at 
War,  and  Lord  North.  The  two 
lad  objected  principally  to  that 
part  of  the  motion,  which  tended 
to  prejudicate  and  affeCt  the  claims 
under  litigation  in  the  courts  be¬ 
low  ;  declaring  their  readinefs  to 
confent  to  the  fulled  invedigation 
of  the  remaining  charges  ;  the  Lord 
Advocate  objected  to  the  whole, 
for  want  of  a  fpecific  accufation, 
and  becaufe,  he  laid,  the  allegati¬ 
ons  were  too  indeterminate  to  be 
the  ground  of  a  parliamentary  en¬ 
quiry. 

The  motion  being  at  length 
amended,  l'o  as  to  except  “  all 
“  wares  and  merchandife  claimed 
“  in  the  courts  in  Wedminder- 
<e  Hall,’1  on  a  di vi lion,  there  ap¬ 
peared  for  the  quedion,  89  ;  againft 
it,  163. 

Tv  ^  ,  The  Earl  of  Lifburne 

ec*  5 c  having  moved,  ((  that 
“  100,000  feamen  be  granted  for 
“  the  fervice  of  the  euluing  year,” 
an  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr. 
Hulfeyj  to  fubditute  110,000,  in- 
dead  of  the  number  propoied.  This 
amendment,  though  evidently  cal¬ 
culated  to  drengthen  the  hands  of 
government,  yet  coming  from  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe,  occafi- 
oned  at  firdfome  hedtation  amongd 
the  members  in  adminidration,  and 
afterwards  produced  a  long  and 
warm  debate. 

In  lupport  of  the  original  mo¬ 


tion,  it  was  urged,  that  the  num- 
ber  therein  l'pecified,  exceeded 
by  10,000  the  number  voted  laid 
year ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  great 
Ioffes  we  had  fuftained,  the  lhips 
of  the  line  now  in  commidion  were 
fix  fewer  than  they  were  before. 
That  indeed  14  fail,  at  lead, 
were  expected  to  be  ready  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  ;  but  that  as 
99,843  men  had  actually  been  em¬ 
ployed  lad  year,  though  90,000 
only  were  voted  ;  fo  in  the  prelent: 
cafe,  the  board  of  admiralty  Ihould 
not  think  itfelf  bound  to  limit  the 
fervice  to  the  number  granted,  but 
diould  doubtlels  make  every  pofli- 
ble  exertion  to  increafe  the  naval 
drengtn  of  the  empire  to  the  ut- 
mod. 

This  alarming  account,  given 
by  government  itfelf,  of  the  de- 
creafing  date  of  the  navy,  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  great  indignation  by 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  houfe. 
Adminidration  was  accufed  of  an 
improper  and  dangerous  predi¬ 
lection  ffor  the  army.  To  this 
caufe  the  feeble  condition  of  the 
beet  was  attributed;  and  it  was 
therefore  urged  as  one  of  the  mod 
powerful  arguments  to  induce 
parliament  to  impound  (as  the 
member  who  moved  the  amend¬ 
ment  aptly  expreffed  himfelf) 
520,000 1.  of  the  public  money, 
the  value  of  the  additional  num¬ 
ber  of  feamen  propofed,  for  the 
foie  and  exclufive  fervice  of  the 
navy. 

In  corroboration  of  this  charge, 
feveral  members  averred  from  their 
own  knowledge,  that  the  admi¬ 
ralty  had  not  only  negleCted  to 
employ  the  public  docks  in  build¬ 
ing  to  the  extent  of  which  they 
were  capable,  but  that  they  had 
ref u led  the  offers  of  feveral  pri¬ 
vate 
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Tate  builders.  That  there  were 
four  yards  in  the  river  Thames, 
each  capable  of  building  four  fail 
of  the  line  ;  and  that  the  out- 
ports  could  furnifh  as  many  more  ; 
all  of  which  there  could  be  no 
doubt  might  have  been  engaged 
for  the  fervice  of  government. 
The  want  of  money  was  the  only 
plea  that  could  be  alledged  in  ex- 
cufe  for  this  conduct  j  and  if  they 
reftifed  the  1  apply  now  offered 
them,  the  public  would  juftly  at¬ 
tribute  it  to  iome  dark  and  finifter 
caufe. 

To  thefe  arguments  it  was  re¬ 
plied,  that  it  being  allowed  on 
both  fides,  that  the  amendment 
propofed  could  not  add  to  or 
take  away  from  the  navy  a  fingle 
feaman,  the  queftion  was  reduced 
to  a  mere  point  of  finance.  The 
committee  was  called  on  to  vote 
the  ftrft  branch  of  the  fupplies, 
the  fupply  of  the  navy,  which 
had  always,  and  very  defervedly, 
been  the  favourite  fervice  of  the 
nation.  In  this  cafe,  the  cuftom 
in  the  laft  war,  and  the  cufrom  in 
the  prefent,  had  invariably  been  to 
vote  a  fpecific  number  of  feamen  ; 
but  this  number  had  always  been 
much  lefs  than  the  number  known 
to  be  adually  employed.  During 
the  laft  war,  the  vote  of  fupply 
had  never  exceeded  70,000,  and 
yet  the  number  employed  had 
amounted  from  82,000  to  86,000 
men.  This  had  been1  the  conftant 
practice  of  parliament ;  and  it 
was  certainly  much  lefs  necdlary 
to  increale  the  number  fpecitied 
in  the  prefent  vote,  fince,  it  by 
lome  thoufands,  exceeds  the  com¬ 
plement  requifite  to  man  the  pre¬ 
lent  lilt  of  the  navy.  Belides, 
was  it  neceflaiy  or  expedient,  at 
this  early  ftage  of  the  fupply,  to 


impound  500,000k  ?  Other  fer- 
vices  remained  to  be  provided  for ; 
and  though  (notwithstanding  the 
infmuations  that  had  been  thrown 
out)  no  perl'ons  were  more  ready  to 
allow,  than  his  majefty’s  prelent 
fervants,  that  the  navy  ought  to 
have  the  preference,  yet  gentlemen 
would  confider,  that  every  other 
fervice  fhould  not  be  facrifieed  to 
the  name  of  a  navy  ;  the  amend¬ 
ment  propofed  obvioufly  going  no 
further. 

As  to  the  charge  of  negledt  of 
duty  in  the  board  of  admiralty, 
it  was  either  generally  denied  by 
the  members  in  the  houfe,  who 
belonged  to  that  department,  or 
the  blame,  if  any  exifted,  thrown 
on  the  navy-office ;  but  though 
the  inftances  had  been  particularly 
fpecified,  none  of  them  were  con¬ 
troverted,  except  in  the  cafe  of  a 
Mr.  Wells,  whole  propofals  for 
building  fbips  for  the  fervice  of 
government  had  been  rejebted,  on 
account  of  their  extravagance.  At 
length  the  amendment  was  reiedted, 
on  a  divilion  ;  there  being  ayes, 77; 
noes,  14  y 

P"*.he  da>'  af-  Dec.  1 2th. 

pointed  for  voting  the 
army  fupplies,  (the  queftion  al¬ 
luded  to  by  the  Lord  Advocate  of 
Scotland,  when,  he  laid,  minifters 
would  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
coming  to  fome  explicit  declara¬ 
tion,  with  relpedt  to  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  American  war)  the 
houfe  was  early  and  uncommonly- 
crowded.  The  difficulty  with 
which  it  was  forefeen  the  minifter 
would  be  brought  to  difclofe  the 
intentions  of  government,  and  the 
dexterity  he  had  already  fhewn  in 
evading  the  queftions  with  which 
he  had  been,  prelfed  on  that  fub- 
jecl,  induced  the  oppofirion  to 

bring 


/ 
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bring  forward  a  motion,  which, 
though  ic  Ihould  fail  in  its  in¬ 
tended  effeCt,  of  forcing  from  him 
any  binding  declaration,  might  at 
lead  ferve  to  difcover  the  number 
of  thofe  in  the  hcufe,  who,  with¬ 
out  refpeCt  to  their  general  political 
ientiments,  agreed  in  opinion  with 
them  upon  the  profecution  of  the 
war. 

As  the  objeCt  of  this  meafure 
was  to  form  a  coalition  from  all 
parties,  for  the  foie  purpofe  of 
obliging  the  crown  to  put  an  end 
to  an  attempt  at  once  ruinous  and 
impracticable,  the  motion  was 
drawn  without  any  criminatory 
retrolpeCt,  in  terms  the  mold  cool 
and  temperate.  It  was,  ii  to  de- 
£<  clare,  that  the  war  carried  on 
iC  in  the  colonies  and  plantations 
££  of  North  America,  had  been 
<£  ineffectual  to  the  purpofes  for 
“  which  it  had  been  undertaken,  of 
£<  affording  protection  to  his  ma- 
6(  jelly’s  loyal  fubjeCts  there,  and 
“  of  defeating  the  hollile  intent!— 
“  ons  of  our  confederated  ene- 
“  rnies.” — And  fecondly, 

J  *  9  # 

<£  That  it  was  the  opinion  of 

the  houle,  that  all  farther  at- 
(<  tempts  to  reduce  the  Americans 
£<  to  obedience  by  force,  would  be 
“  ineffectual,  and  injurious  to  the 
£<  true  interests  of  this  country,  by 
<£  weakening  her  powers  to  refill 
((  her  ancient  and  confederated 
“  enemies.” 

The  motion  was  made  by  Sir 

J 

James  Lowther,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Powis,  in  a  long  and  eloquent 
l'peech,  in  which  the  various  to¬ 
pics  that  had  been  urged  in  the 
repeated  difcuffions  this  matter  had 
undergone,  were  placed  in  many 
new  and  linking  points  of  view. 
As  foon  as  he  fat  down.  Lord 
North  arofe,  imagining,  he  laid, 
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that  the  houfe  were  in  immediate 
expectation  of  hearing  his  opi¬ 
nion,  and  fenfible  that  the  fooner 
it  was  given,  they  would  he  able 

O  7  v  .  > 

with  the  greater  facility  and  pre- 
cifion  to  form  a  proper  judgment 
on  the  two  proportions  that  had 
been  offered  to  their  consider¬ 
ation. 

To  the  motions,  he  Laid,  he 
had  great  and  weighty  objections, 
but  before  he  Hated  them  to  the 
houfe,  he  felt  himfelf  bound, 
efpecially  after  what  had  palled  on 
another  occaffon,  to  fpeak  much 
more  explicitly  than  what  was  his 
ufual  cultom,  and  indeed,  than 
was  wife  and  politic  for  a  man  in 
a  high  and  refponlible  office  to  do, 
concerning  the  future  mode  of 
profecuting  the  war.  He  then 
declared,  that  his  majefty’s  ler- 
vants  had  come  to  a  determinati¬ 
on,  that  the  mode  of  profecuting 
hoftiii ties  internally  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  America  Ihould  no 
longer  be  followed  j  but  that  the 
form  of  the  war  Ihould  undergo  a 
total  change.  This  declaration, 
he  Laid,  he  fhould  not  have  thought 
himfelf  warranted  in  duty  to  make, 
had  not  the  eftimates  of  the  army, 
then  on  the  table,  declared  nearly 
as  much.  By  thofe  ellimates  the 
houfe  wrould  fee,  that  government 
had  not  provided  itfelf  with  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war  in  the 
manner  it  had  hitherto  been  con¬ 
ducted  ;  and  therefore,  the  houfe 
could  not  require  a  furer  pledge  of 
theiuture  intentions  of  adminiltra- 
tion. 

Having  made  this  declaration, 
his  lordlhip  ffated  the  objections 
to  which  lie  conceived  the  motion 
before  the  houfe  was  liable.  He 
infilled  011  its  impolicy,  as  it 
pointed  out  to  the  enemy  what 

,  '  was 
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was  to  be  the  future  fyftem  of  the 
war,  and  confequently  directed 
them  where  to  prepare  for  defence, 
or  to  plan  their  attacks,  with  the 
greateft  advantage.  He  objected 
to  the  loofe  and  general  terms  in 
which  it  was  exprelfed  j  a  circum- 
ftance,  which  he  thought  alone 
fnfficient  to  induce  the  houfe  to 
rejeCt  it.  It  called  on  them  to 
refolve  againft  all  future  attempts 
to  reduce  the  Americans  by  force. 
Were  the  motion  to  pafs,  though 
the  American  privateers  fhould 
infult  our  coafts,  or  cut  our  mer¬ 
chantmen  out  of  harbour,  no 
Englifh  officer  would  venture  to 
2ttack  or  oppofe  them.  Was 
New-Ycrk  and  its  dependencies, 
was  Charles-Town  and  Halifax 
to  be  evacuated  ?  Defended  they 
could  not  be,  if  the  motion  fhould 
pafs  5  at  leaf:,  added  the  noble 
lord,  if  I  had  brought  forward 
l'uch  a  motion,  and  given  it  a  lets 
extenfive  explanation,  I  fhould 
have  been  aqcufed  without  mer¬ 
cy,  of  fhufflings,  twi dings,  and 
evadons,  in  order  to  delude  the 
houfe.  Was  it  intended  then 
that  we  fhould  withdraw  our  ar¬ 
mies  and  our  fnips,  give  up  to 
them  all  our  pert?,  open  to  them 
all  the  feas,  and  fuffer  them  to 
give  what  affiiftance  they  pleafed 
to  the  ancient  enemies  of  this 
country?  Was  it  not  known  they 
were  bound  by  treaty  to  aid  the 
French  and  Spaniards  in  the  con- 
cpieft  of  the  Weft-India  i Hands  ? 
And  could  it  be  doubted,  that 
this  would  be  the  frit  effect  of  our 
totally  abandoning  the  war  in 
America  ?  If  it  was  imagined  that 
luch  a  proceeding  might  facilitate 
the  return  of  peace,  lie  muft  again 
beg  leave  to  be  of  a  totally  different 
opinion.  He  could  not  conceive. 


that  the  moll  effectual  way  to 
render  an  adverfary  tractable,  and 
make  him  reafonable  with  refpeCt 
to  terms  of  peace,  would  be  to 
declare  we  would  fight  him  no 
more. 

Thefe  were  the  principal  ob¬ 
jections  made  by  Lord  North,  in 
which  he  was  Supported  by  Mr. 
Welbore  Ellis,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine.  The  latter  having 
declared,  that  he  regarded  the 
motion  as  amounting  to  a  refo- 
lution  to  abandon  the  American 
war  altogether,  laid,  he  fhould 
make  no  icruple  in  alluring  the 
houfe,  that  if  parliament  acceded 
to  it,  he  fhould  immediately  re¬ 
tire  ;  for  be  the  confequence 
what  it  might,  he  would  not  hold 
his  place  cn  the  condition  of  fign- 
ing  any  inllrument  tending  to  ei- 
tablifli  the  independence  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  Several  of  the  country  gen¬ 
tlemen  declared  themfelves  latis- 
fied  with  the  affurances  given  by 
njini  filers,  confidering  them  as 
tantamount  to  the  propofitions  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  unlefs  thofe  propo¬ 
fitions  were  defigned  to  go  a  length 
which  they  thought  neither  confti- 
tutional,  prudent,  fafe,  nor  ho¬ 
nourable. 

In  fupport  of  the  queftion,  it 
was  ,  contended,  that  the  firft  ob¬ 
jection  flated  by  the  noble  lord, 
fcarcely  deferved  a  ferious  anfwer. 
That  to  luppofe  a  refolution  to 
abandon  the  American  war,  would 
in  any  degree  difeover  to  the  ene¬ 
my  againft  what  part  of  their 
extenfive  dominions,  vulnerable  in 
a  thou  land  places,  the  next  blow 
would  be  aimed,  was  abfurd  and 
ridiculous.  It  would  rather  tend 
to  produce  a  contrary  effeCt;  at 
prefent,  they  were  fure  of  meeting 
us,  and  chat  to  the  greateft  advan¬ 
tage. 
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rage  on  the  continent  of  North  A- 
nierica  ;  whereas  the  meafure  now 
recommended,  by  letting  our  arms 
at  "perfect  liberty,  would  increafe  the 
apprehenlions,  embirrafs  the  coun¬ 
cils,  and  diftract  the  operations  of 
the  enemy. 

The  objection  drawn  from  the 
latitude  of  the  terms  in  which  the 
motion  was  expreifed,  was  laid  to 
be  equally  ill-founded.  The  moll 
general  terms  had  been  adopted, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  houfe,  as 
much  as  pollible,  from  interfering 
with  the  executive  branch  of  go¬ 
vernment.  It  was  the  object  of  the 
war  government  was  called  on  to 
relinquith.  It  was  all  further  at¬ 
tempts  to  reduce  the  colonies  to 
obedience  by  force,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  was  delired  to  reprobate. — 
The  general  conduct  of  the  war 
againft  Spain,  Holland,  and 
France,  united  with  America, 
v/as  liill  left  where  the  contli- 
tution  had  placed  it,  in  the  hands 
of  the  King  ;  and  it  was  only 
deligned  to  convey  to  the  crown 
the  opinion  that  houfe  entertained 
of  the  fatal  elfedts  of  continuing  to 
profecute  the  American  contelt  as 
one  of  the  primary  objedts  of  the 
war. 

As  to  the  effedt  which  the  mea¬ 
fure  propol'ed  would  have  in  acce¬ 
lerating  or  retarding  an  honourable 
accommodation,  it  was  argued, 
that  the  particular  lituation  in 
which  the  color  ills  hood,  made  it 
necelfary  for  them  to  avoid,  in  com¬ 
mon  prudence,  the  danger  of  excit¬ 
ing  the  jeaiouly  of  their  allies, 
by  making  to  Great  .Britain  the  hrit 
overtures  of  reconciliation.  That 
the  tirrt  advances  towards  it  mult 
therefore  be  made  by  us  ;  and  that 
nothing  would  fo  elfedtually  en¬ 
gage  America  to  meet  usr  as  free- 
Voi.  XXV. 
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ing  her  from  all  apprehenlions  for 
her  own  lecurity. 

With  relbctt  to  the  affurances 
given  by  minihers,  which  appeared 
to  have  fo  much  weight  with  fe- 
veral  members  of  the  houfe,  it 
was  ailted  to  what  they  amounted, 
even  it  they  could  be  depended  on, 
luch  as.  they  were  ? — it  had  been 
laid,  that  the  mode  of  the  war 
was  to  be  totally  changed  ;  that  it 
was  not  to  be  conducted  on  the 
lame  plan  and  on  the  fame  fcale  as 
before.  ,  ' 

A  war  then  it  was  obvious  there 
was  Hill  to  be  ;  and  General  Bur- 
goyne  laid  he  was  ready,  as  a  pro- 
felhonal  man,  to  join  ilfue  with 
thole,  on  the  oppolite  fide  of  the 
houfe,  on  this  lingle  point,  whe¬ 
ther  the  language  of  the  minilters, 
coupled  with  their  avowed  inten¬ 
tion  of  keeping  New- York  and 
other  polls  on  the  continent  of 
America,  did  not  evince  an  ob- 
llinate  adherence  in  the  King’s 
councils  to  offenfive  war.  The 
great,  if  not  the  only  purpofe,  of 
keeping  places  of  arms  upon  an 
enemy’s  coaft,  and  efpecially  up¬ 
on  a  continent,  mull,  he  laid,  be 
for  offenfive  operations.  But  even 
if  the  confequence  Ihouid  not  be 
granted,  the  maintenance  of  polls 
upon  any  other  principle  would 
prove,  not  only  a  moil  improvident 
and  prepollerous  mode  of  war, 
but  equally  ruinous  with  the  pre- 
fent. 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
the  houfe  divided  on  the  quellion 
for  the  order  of  the  day,  when  there 
appearing  ayes,  220  ;  noes,  179; 
the  original  queflion  was  conle- 
quently  loft. 

The  number  of  rhofe  who  had 
ufualiy  lupported  the  minillcr, 
but  wno  voted  again#  him  on  the 

[/<T]  prelent 
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prefent  cccalion,  were  fuppofed 
to  have  amounted  nearly  to  20* 
Though  this  defection  was  not  in 
irfelf  of  fufficient  magnitude  to  be 
attended  with  any  immediate  bad 
elfeCt  to  the  exigence  of  admi- 
niftration,  yet  other  fymptoms  ap¬ 
peared,  which  feemed  to  threat¬ 
en  it  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences.  The  total  want  of  union 
and  concert  in  the  cabinet,  the 
great  diverfity  of  opinion  which 
prevailed  amorigft  the  fervants  of 
the  crown,  and  which  they  v/ere 
no  longer  able  to  conceal,  occa- 
fioned,  amongft  all  defcriptions  of 
people,  a  very  juft  and  univerfal 
alarm.  Thofe  who  had  hitherto 
aCted  with  government  from  a 
coincidence  of  opinion,  either 
found  themfelves  at  a  lots  where 
to  fix  in  the  general  wreck  of 
principle,  or  chofe  rather  to  ri fk 
a  change  of  fyftem,  than  ex  pole 
the  country  to  the  inevitable  ruin 
which  muft  have  followed  the  di¬ 
vided  and  flu  filiating  ftate  of  its 
councils.  Others,  who  looked 
only  at  the  fortune  of  minifters, 
forefaw  with  great  quicknefs  the 
weaknefs  theie  diviuons  would 
neceftarily  occafion,  and  the  dan¬ 
gerous  advantage  this  would  give 
to  active  and  powerful  opponents. 
But  whatfeems  to  have  principally 
contributed  to  deftroy  that  im¬ 
plicit  confidence,  which  the  houfe 
had  been  in  the  habit  for  lb  long 
a  courfe  of  years  of  repofing  in  the 
minifter,  was  the  doubtful  and 
undecided  manner  in  which  he 
was,  perhaps,  under  the  neceflity 
of  exprefting  himfelf,  upon  the 
important  queftion  now  under 
difcullion.  The  minds  of  men 
being  by  this  means,  as  it  were, 
let  afloat,  every  one  was  in  fome 
fort  obliged  to  think  for  himfelf* 


and  the  great  advantage  attending 
lirong  and  decided  mealures  was 
loft,  which  irnpofe  on  the  fenfe 
of  mankind,  and  often  gain  {up- 
port  and  applaufe  without  exa¬ 
mination. 

It  was  alfo  remarked  in  this  de¬ 
bate,  that  the  members  who,  the’ 
joined  to  the  great  body  of  the 
Whigs*  were  fuppofed  to  aCt  more 
immediately  in  concurrence  with 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  exprelied 
themlelves  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the 
continuance  of  the  war  in  America 
with  great  caution  and  referve. — 
The  queftion  of  Independencehav¬ 
ing  alfo  unavoidably  rifen  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day,  Mr.  Dunning 
declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that 
the  perfon  who  fhould  propole  an 
avowal  of  it  in  favour  of  America, 
would  be  guilty  of  a  crime  little 
fhort  of  high  frealon. 

The  late  hour,  to  which  the 
debate  on  the  twelfth  had  been 
protracted,  made  it  neceflary  to 
defer  proceeding  on  the  bulinefs 
of  the  army  eftimates  ’till  the  fol- 
lowing  Friday,  when  n  , 

the  lubjebi  of  the  J  ^ 

American  war  underwent,  for  the 
fourth  time  firice  the  beginning  of 
the  lellion,  a  long  and  vehement 
oil  bullion.  The  arguments,  that 
had  been  made  ufe  of  on  former 
occafions,  were  again  chiefly  re¬ 
curred  to  ;  the  infecurity  and  in- 
iufficiency  of  the  aflurances  given 
by  minifters  were  urged,  not  with¬ 
out  a  mixture  of  perl'onal  afperity 
and  invective,  on  the  ground  of 
lormer  delufions,  of  notorious  dil- 
union  in  the  councils,  and  contra¬ 
dictory  language  amongft  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  adminiltration  :  on  the  fide 
ol  the  latter,  the  debate  was  but 
weakly  fupported  j  and  the  firfl: 
lord  of  the  treafury,  though  called 

on,.- 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [147 


on,  in  a  manner  not  lefs  unufual 
than  unbecoming  to  the  dignity  of 
government,  by  members  pofleiiing 
high  offices  under  the  crown,  to 
ilate  the  differences  which  fubfifted 
in  the  cabinet  to  the  houfe,  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  repeating  his 
former  declarations. 


A  divifion  again  took  place  on  a 
motion,  that  the  chairman  fhould 
quit  the  chair,  and  report  a  pro- 
grefs,  which  was  negatived  by 
<66  to  845  after  which,  the 
leveral  motions  made  by  the  fe- 
cretary  at  war  were  carried  without 
debate. 

Dec.  17th.  .  Mr.  Burke  gave  no- 

1  tice  ot  ms  intentions 
to  move,  foon  after  the  expiration 
of  the  recefs,  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  mode  of  ex¬ 
changing  prifoners  with  America. 
The  law  as  it  then  flood,  he  laid, 
was  not  only  unjuft  and  oppref- 
live  in  its  principle,  but  liable  to 
the  moft  enormous  abules.  Its 
operation,  inftead  of  being  dire&ed 
by  the  nature  of  the  offences  it 
was  intended  to  affeft,  was  con¬ 
fined  to  difti nbbons  purely  geogra¬ 
phical.  Thus  it  depended,  not  on 
the  imputed  criminality  of  a  pri- 
foner,  but  on  the  place  where  he 
was  taken,  or  the  place  to  which  he 
was  conveyed,  whether  he  fhould 
be  confidered  as  a  traitor,  a  pirate, 
or  a  pri loner  of  war. 

Among  the  abules,  which  had 
arifen  from  the  exercile  of  the 
power  given  to  government  by  the 
ad  aliuded  to,  he  adverted  parti¬ 
cularly  to  the  htuation  of  Mr. 
Laurens  and  Lieutenant  General 
BurgOyne.  With  refped  to  the 
former,  he  reprehended  with  great 
leverity  the  cruelty,  the  injullice, 
and  the  impolicy  of  the  treatment 
that  dihinguilhed  perlon  lud  met 


with.  He  meant  at  the  proper  time 
to  contend,  chat  he  was  entitled  to 
his  freedom  on  parole,  as  a  prifon- 
er  of  war  •,  but  whether  the  houfe 
fhould  coincide  with  him  in  that 
opinion  or  not,  the  unexampled 
rigour  and  feverity  of  his  confine¬ 
ment  admitted  of  no  excufe.  He 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
to  this  very  ferious  bufmefs  at  the 
beginning  of  the  ibffion,  and  had 
propofed  that  the  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  fhould  be  examined  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe.  But  from  1'ome 
appearance  of  difmclination  in  go¬ 
vernment  to  this  lien,  and  the  tear 
•  •  *  y 

of  injuring,  by  any  hafty  proceed¬ 
ing,  the  perlon  whofe  fituation  he 
willed  to  relieve,  and  partly  ftom 
a  perluafion  that  minifters  would 
themfelves  be  defirous  of  prevent¬ 
ing  any  further  difeufiion,  by  re- 
drelfing  the  grievance  complained 
of ;  he  had  declined  making  any 
motion  on  the  fubjeft. 

The  cafe  of  Lieutenant  General 
Burgoyne  was  not  lefs  cruel  and 
opprefiive,  his  exchange  having 
been  prevented  by  a  manoeuvre, 
that  was  likely  to  doom  him  to  per¬ 
petual  captivity.  A  party  of  the 
Americans  having  been  cut  off  by 
a  detachment  of  Britifh  troops, 
joined  by  a  large  party  of  Indians, 
the  commander,  in  order  to  lave 
the  lives  of  his  prifoners  from  the 
barb-tricy  of  his  allies,  was  obliged 
to  connive  at  their  efcape,  having 
however  firll  fbipulated  with  ene 
of  the  American  generals,  that  the 
men  thus  buffered  to  efcape,  fhould 
be  accounted  for  in  the  next  ex¬ 
change.  This  ffipulation  Con- 
grefs  had  refufed  to  ratify ;  and 
accordingly,  thefe  men  (who  from 
the  name  of  the  poft  where  they 
were  taken,  were  called  Cedar  men) 
[K]  4.  though 


i48]  ANNUAL  RE 

though  generally  claimed,  had  al¬ 
ways  been  tacitlv  allowed  to  be 
let  afde  in  the  fubfeqirent  cartels. 
But  when  the  American  commif- 
fioners  had  agreed  to  accept  of  1040 
prifoners,  in  exchange  for  Lieute¬ 
nant  General  Burgoyne,  min  fibers' 
had  foT  the  firft  time  infilled  on 
their  taking  the  Cedar  men  as  a 
part  of  that  number  \  and  the 
Americans  being  equally  deter¬ 
mined  in  refilling  them,  his  ex¬ 
change,  under  fuch  circumflances, 
became  a  matter  of  abfolute  impof- 
fibility. 

As  a  farther  proof  of  the  partial 
and  oppreffive  conduct  of  govern¬ 
ment  cowards  the  lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral,  Mr.  Burke  informed  the  houfe 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from 
Dr-  Franklin,  inclofing  a  ref  elu¬ 
tion  of  Congrefs,  by  which  he  was 
empowered  to  treat  with  the  Bri- 
tiffi  miniffry  for  the  purpofe  of 
exchanging  General  Burgoyne  for 
Mr.  Laurens.  This  negociation 
Dr.  Franklin  had  reaueited  Mr. 

x 

Burke  to  undertake  ;  and  he  had 
accordingly  made  the  proper  offi¬ 
cial  applications,  but  hitherto  with¬ 
out  ehect. 

In  the  converfation  which  after¬ 
wards  took  place  on  this  lubjedt, 
the  charge  of  Mr.  Laurens’s  hav¬ 
ing  been  treated  with  any  unufual 
rigour  was  pohtively  denied.  In 
proof  of  this  alfertion,  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  lieutenant-gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Tower,  dated  Novem¬ 
ber  1780,  in  which  lie  acquaints 
one  of  the  fecretaries  of  Hate,  that 
he  had  waited  on  Mr.  Laurens,  for 
the  exprels  purpofe  of  latisfying 
himfelf  with  relpedt  to  the  treatment 
he  received,  and  that  he  had  learn- 
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ed  from  his  own  mouth,  tha*t  he 
had  met  with  every  civility  and 
kindnefs  that  he  could  poffibly  hope 
for.  A  member  alfo,  got  up  and 
declared,  that  the  lieutenant-go¬ 
vernor  had  again  vifited  his  prifoner, 
within  the  laid  three  days,  and  that 
he  had  not  heard  there  was  the  final- 
led  ground  of  complaint. 

Between  thefe  contradictory  af- 
fertions,  the  matter  remained  Im¬ 
pended  till  the  day  of  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  houfe,  when  Mr.  Burke 
brought  up  a  reprefentation  and 
prayer ,  addreffed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  by  Mr.  Laurens,  him¬ 
felf,  which  was,  on,  a  motion, 
laid  011  the  table.  It  was  remar¬ 
kable  that  this  petition  *,  was- 
written  by  Mr.  Laurens  himfelf, 
with  a  black-lead  pencil  ;  he  hav¬ 
ing,  as  is  fuppofed,  refuted  to  ac¬ 
cept  of fome  indulgences  that  had 
been  lately  offered  him,  and  amongft 
the  reft,  that  of  pen  and  ink,  the 
ufe  ©f  which  had  been,  during  the 
greateft  part  of  his  confinement, 
ftriCtly  forbidden  him. 

It  may  not  be  improper  in  this 
place  to  add,  that  the  admiffion  of 
Mr.  Laurens  to  bail,  and  the  ex¬ 
change  of  General  Burgoyne, 
which  loon  after  took  place,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fubfequent  al¬ 
terations  in  the  political  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  made  it  un- 
necelfary  for  Mr.  JBurke  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  his  intended  bill  of  re¬ 
gulation. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  the 
ordinary  bufinefs  of  government 
was  fullered  to  proceed  without  any 
oppofition  till  the  day  p.  T 

appointed  for  palling  ^c’ 
the  malt  and  land-tax  bills,  when 

the 


*  Interred  in  our  lafl  Volume,  p.  3*50 
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the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  moved, 
that  the  third  reading  of  the  hills 
fhould  be  deferred  till  the  hrd  Vv  ed- 
nefdav  after  the  recel?. 

He  prefaced  this  motion  by  de¬ 
claring,  that  a  recent  public  cala¬ 
mity,  the  retreat  of  the  fleet  under 
Admiral  Kempenfclt,  had  brought 
Him  down  that  day  to  the  houfe ; 
that  he  came  without  confultation 
with  any  perion  whatever,  and  with 
the  expectation  that  he  fhould  pro¬ 
bably  not  meet  with  a  (ingle  peer 
who  would  unite  in  opinion  with 
him  ;  but  that  he  was  neither  to  be 
deterred  from  the  faithful  difcharge 
of  his  duty,  by  fuperiority  ot  num¬ 
bers,  or  ciifheartened  by  the  thin 
attendance  of  his  friends. 

He  then  entered  into  a  concife 
but  compreheniive  detail  of  the  date 
of  the  nation,  and  urged  from 
thence  the  neceffity  of  coming  to 
iome  immediate  and  decifive  mea- 
ftires,  for  laving  what  remained  of 
the  empire  from  the  irretrievable 
ruin,  towards  which  it  was  rapidly 
verging.  If  the  difficulties  under 
which  the  country  laboured,  had 
arifen  from  the  ordinary  viciffitudes 
of  fortune,  he  knew,  he  laid,  that 
the  pride,  the  fpirit,  the  perfeve- 
rance,  the  unconquerable  refoluti- 
on  of  lingliffimen,  would  dill  be 
able  to  furmount  them  ;  but  whild 
he  traced  them  to  their  real  caufe, 
to  the  exidence  of  a  ruinous  lydem 
of  politics,  which  had  bladed  the 
vigour  and  energy  of  the  country, 
had  driven  every  man  of  honour 
and  ability  from  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  and  was  founded  on  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  weaknefs  and  difunion  for 
its  bafis,  he  confeffied  that  he  felt 
himfelf  overwhelmed  with  defpair. 

After  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 
length,  which  was  delivered  with 
an  unufual  exertion  ol  voice,  and 
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a  flow  of  genuine  eloquence,  he 
concluded  with  calling  on  the  no¬ 
ble  lords  prelent,  to  join  him  in 
delaying  for  a  few  days  the  grant¬ 
ing  of  the  propofcd  fupplies,  in  or¬ 
der  that  in  a  fuller  alTcmbly,  and 
after  a  more  mature  deliberation, 
they  might  be  better  able  to  judge 
how  far  it  was  prudent,  to  entrud 
any  longer  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  to  perluns,  whole 
grofs  mi  (conduct  was  every  day 
the  caufe  of  accumulating  freth 
misfortunes  on  the  country. 

The  objections  made  to  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  Marquis,  were  found¬ 
ed  on  the  mi  (chiefs  that  would  arile 
from  any  delay  .  in  granting  the 
current  fupplies  of  the  year,  and 
were  nearly  the  fame  with  thole 
that  had  been  urged  before  on  the 
like  occafion  in  the  other  houfe. 
The  quedion,  as  amended,  being 
put,  was  carried  in  the  negative, 
and  the  bills  palled  without  a  di- 
vifion. 

On  the  29th,  as  foon  as  the  royal 
affient  was  given  to  the  money  bills, 
and  the  fpeaker  had  returned  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  one  of  the  fe- 
cretaries  of  the  trealury  rofe,  an.d 
moved,  that  the  houfe  at  its  rifing^ 
fhould  adjourn  to  the  2 2d  day  ot 
January. 

This  motion  gave  rife  to  a  warm 
and  animated  debate,,  in  which  the 
recent  indance  of  mifeondud  in  the 
fird  lord  of  rhe  admiralty,  was 
drongly  indded  on  as  an  additional 
proof  of  the  neceffity  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  without  delay,  into  an  invef- 
tigation  of  the  caules  of  the  dil- 
graceful  and  ruinous  events  that 
had  attended  ail  our  naval  opera¬ 
tions,  The  houfe  was  reminded, 
that  four  years  before,  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  lix  weeks  had  cod  the  na¬ 
tion  thirteen  provinces  ;  and  they 
[If]  3  were 
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were  now  cautioned,  as  they  had 
loft  America  by  one  recefs,  not  to 
rifk  the  lofing  of  the  Weft  Indies  by 
another. 

The  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Sand¬ 
wich  was  defended  in  a  long  and 
able  fpeech  by  Lord  Mulgrave ; 
but  his  doctrines  relative  to  the  rel- 
ponfibilify  of  official  mini  tiers,  was 
ftrongly  reprobated.  He  had  ar¬ 
gued  that  the  noble  Earl,  againft 
whom  the  members  on  the  other 
fide  had  been  fo  liberal  in  their 
charges,  adted  in  two  diftindt  ca- 
pacities,  that  of  a  cabinet  mini  her, 
and  of  a  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  ; 
and  therefore,  that  it  was  unfair  to 
make  him  iclely  reiponftble  in  his 
official  charadler  for  faults,  which 
might  have  originated  in  the  cabinet 
council  of  which  Ire  was  only  one 
member.  Thus,  he  laid,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  blame  imputed  to  the 
noble  earl  for  fending  out  Admi¬ 
ral  Kempenfelt,  with  only  twelve 
fail  of  the  line,  the  charge  ought  in 
juft  ice  to  have  confided  of  two 
branches  :  the  firft  queilion  foould 
have  been,  whether  the  cabinet  had 
adted  right  in  ordering  out  twelve 
fail  of  the  line,  to  watch  the  mo¬ 
tions  of  19  ;  and  the  1'econd,  whe¬ 
ther  the  board  had  been  negligent 
in  equipping  and  getting  this  force 
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ready.  For  the  firft,  he  contended 
Lord  Sandwich  was  not  more  ref- 
ponfible  than  any  other  lord  who 
fat  at  the  council  ;  for  the  feccnd, 
he  was,  in  conjunction  with  the 
reft  of  his  colleagues  at  the  board, 
undoubtedly  refponfible. 

This  doctrine  was  condemned, 
as  being  of  a  moil  dangerous  and 
novel  kind,  and  totally  incompati¬ 
ble  with  the  principles  of  the  Bri- 
tiffi  constitution.  The  conftituti- 
on,  itwasfaid,  knew’ of  no  cabinet 
council  ;  but  in  whatever  depart¬ 
ment  caufe  of  complaint  fnould  exift, 
the  minifter  at  the  Lead  of  that  de¬ 
partment  was  fpecially  accountable 
to  the  public,  whether  he  adted  on  his 
own  judgment,  or  by  the  directions 
of  others.  It  was  not  merely  for 
the  equipment  of  fleets,  but  for  their 
arrangement  and  deftination,  and, 
in  fhort,  for  every  thing  that  relat¬ 
ed  to  the  management  of  the  naval 
forces  of  the  country,  that  the  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  by  the 
confutation  refponfible. 

A  compromife  at  length  took 
place  on  the  queftion  before  the 
houfe,  by  which  the  day  of  ad¬ 
journment  was  altered  to  the  2  lift 
of  January,  and  the  call  of  the 
houfe,  which  had  been  ordered  for 
the  3  1  ft,  altered  for  the  fame  day. 


C  H  A  PJ 
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C  H  A  P.  VH. 

Motion  of  Mr,  Fox ,  for  a  committee  oj  the  ivhsh  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
f nufes  of  the  want  of fuccefs  of  his  MaCfiy's  naval  forces  during  the  war, 
and  more  particularly  in  the  year  1781.  Debates  on  the  ordnance  ejii- 
viates.  Motions  by  Mr.  Bane  and  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  for  the  re* 
commi’tnv-nt  of  the  report  negatived.  Motion  and  debate  in  the  Houfe  oj 
Lords  relative  to  the  execution  of  Colonel  Haynes.  Committee  on  naval 
a  fairs.  Reflation  of  conjure  rejected  by  a  fmall  majority.  Motion  and 
debate  in  the  Houfe  oj  Lords  on  the  intended  advancement  of  Lord  George 
Sackville  Germaine  to  the  peerage.  Motion  on  the  fame  fubjett ,  after 
his  creation.  An  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  put  an  end  to  the  American 
•war,  moved  by  General  Conway ,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  oj  one. 
Committee  of  the  Lords,  on  the  loj's  of  the  army  at  Fork- Town.  Reflation 
againf  the  American  war  carried  in  the  Houfe  oj  Commons.  Addrejs  to 
the  king.  The  king  s  anfvoer ,  and  addrefs  of  thanks.  Second  reflation 
cgainjl  the  American  war.  Reflations  of  cenfure  on  his  Majefty*s  mi* 
infers  moved  by  Lord  John  Cavendijh,  and  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
ten.  Motion  by  Sir  John  Rous,  for  withdrawing  the  confidence  of 
parliament  from  his  Majefiy's  minifier,  loft  by  a  majority  of  nine.  In - 
timation ,  by  Lord  North,  to  the  houfe,  of  his  Majejfy's  intentions  to 
change  his  mi  infers. 


his  motion, 
enquiry,  in  a 


for 
very 


a 


rp  H  E  fird  object 
Jan.  23  ,  that  engaged  the 

2'  attention  of  parliament, 
after  the  recefs,  was  the  long 
meditated  enquiry  into  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  fird  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty.  The  lead  in  this  hufinefs 
was  taken  on  the  fide  of  oppo- 
fition,  by  Mr,  Fox,  who  opened 

committee  of 
long  and  able 

fpeech. 

He  began  with  acknowledging 
the  inconlidency  of  the  part  he 
was  about  to  adt,  with  opinions 
that  he  had  delivered  frequently, 
and  without  referve,  both  in  that 
houfe,  and  elfewhere  ;  namely, 
that  enquiries  of  the  kind  he 
meant  to  inditute,  ought  ever  to 
be  the  fecond  (and  not  the  fir  ft  ) 
dep  taken  by  parliament,  in  their 
proceeding  againd  a  ipinider,  into 


whofe  conduct  circumdances  war¬ 
ranted  an  enquiry.  This  opinion 
arofe,  he  laid,  from  a  convidtion 
of  the  irfcpofllbility  of  procuring  a 
fair  and  impartial  body  of  evi¬ 
dence,  whild  fuch  a  minider  re¬ 
mained  poffefled  of  his  employ¬ 
ments.  An  addrefs,  therefore, 
to  the  throne,  for  his  removal, 
was,  in  his  judgment,  the  firft 
dep  neceffary  ;  and  this,  not  only 
from  a  regard  to  public  judice, 
but  to  the  character  and  reputation 
of  the  minider  himfelf,  which,  he 
contended,  could  not,  on  any 
other  ground,  dand  honourably  ac¬ 
quitted. 

Mr.  Fox  here  adverted  to  a 
dodlrine,  which  he  did  not  wonder 
to  find  zealoufly  propagated  by 
the  adherents  of  the  prefent  mi¬ 
nidry,  that  to  addrefs  the  king 
for  the  removal  of  a  minider,  be- 
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fore  any  proof  of  mifcondudt  was 
fubftantiated,  was  to  condemn  a 
fervanc  of  the  public  unheard,  and 
to  proceed  to  pai's  fentence,  with¬ 
out  allowing  him  the  liberty  of 
entering  on  his  defence.  A  gain  ft 
Inch  opinions,  he  begged  leave 
moft  foleinnly  to  proteft.  parlia¬ 
ment,  he  contended,  had  a  right 
to  advife  the  crown  to  difmifs  any 
of  the  public  Tenants,  with  or 
without  aftigning  a  fpecifie 
charge  ;  with  or  without  intend¬ 
ing  to  proceed  to  any  farther  mea- 
fures  again  ft  them.  But  when  great 
national  calamines  called  for  an 
enquiry  into  the  caufes  that  pro¬ 
duced  them,  parliament,  which 
was  bound  to  fee  juftice  done  to 
the  public,  was  necelfarily  com¬ 
petent  to  take  fuch  previous  ffieps 
as  fhould  lead  to  a  full  and  impar¬ 
tial  myeftigation. 

The  pretended  injuftice  ot  re¬ 
quiring  the  dilmiilion  of  a  mi¬ 
ni  fter,  without  affigning  any  caule, 
or  of  removing  him,  previous  to 
enquiry  into  his  conduct,  mull, 
he  laid,  be  founded  on  an  opi¬ 
nion,  as  faiie,  as  it  was  ahfurd 
and  ridiculous  ;  that  mini Hers 
held  their  offices  as  a  fort  of  ellates, 
or  franchiles,  of  which  they  ought 
not  to  be  dilpof effied,  but  by  due 
courle  of  law.  He  knew  that  no 
member  could  venture  to  avow,  in 
terms,  luch  an  opinion  j  and  yet 
the  houfe  had  fo  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  adting  upon  it,  that  he 
found  himlelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  giving  way  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  times  ;  and,  conlequently,  of 
proceeding  in  a  manner  totally 
contrary  to  his  own  decided  judg¬ 
ment. 

He  next  proceeded  to  ftate  the 
difficulties  which  he  would  una¬ 
voidably  have  to  encounter  in  the 


profeculion  of  the  intended  en¬ 
quiry.  The  influence  arifing  from 
the  official  fituation  of  the  fir  ft 
lord  of  the  admiralty,  was,  he  laid, 
fuperiofi  to  that  of  any  ether  mi¬ 
ni  tier  whatever;  and  befides  this, 
the  noble  earl  was  fuppefed  to  en¬ 
joy,  in  die  higheft  degree,  the 
favour  and  confidence  of  his  fo- 
vereign.  From  thefe,  it  was  alfo 
well  known,  he  had  acquired  a 
third  and  no  contemptible  accelfion 
of  influence  ;  a  predominant  and 
irrefiftihle  weight  in  the  direction  of 
thd  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Com¬ 
pany. 

The  length  and  complexity  of 
the  inveftigation,  if  carried  to  its 
■full  extent,  he  was  apprehenfive 
would  alio  prove  a  very  ierious 
difficulty.  He  knew  that  the  zeal 
and  induftry  of  the  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons,  collectively  confidered,  was 
too  feeble  to  fuffier  him  to  enter¬ 
tain  a  hope,  that  they  would  at¬ 
tend  to  the  dry  detail  of  official 
evidence  ;  that  they  would  examine 
into  a  variety  of  tedious  documents, 
and  acquire  that  full  knowledge  of 
their  contents,  which  might  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  pronounce  with  juf¬ 
tice  on  the  merits  of  the  queftion 
before  them. 

The  lubjeef  matter  of  the  en¬ 
quiry,  he  laid,  naturally  refolved 
itlelf  into  two  heads  ;  the  fir  ft, 
whether  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  had  availed  hiinfelf  of  the 

J 

means  in  . his  power  of  procuring  a 
navy  adequate  to  the  occafions  of 
the  ftate  ? — The  fecond,  whether 
he  had  employed  the  force,  he 
actually  had,  to  the  beft  advan¬ 
tage  ? 

With  refpedt  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
queftions,  though  he  w-as  moft 
firmly  convinced  that  the  noble 
earl  would  be  found  no  lefs  cri¬ 
minal 
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minal  on  that  ground  than  on  the 
lat  er,  vet,  for  the  reafons  he  had 
already  dated,  he  did  not  mean 
to  enter,  at  that  time,  into  the  in- 
veftigation  of  it.  It  would  re¬ 
quire  a  long  detail  of  parole  evi¬ 
dence  ;  all  the  vvitnelfes  to  be  ex¬ 
amined  would  come  from  under 
the  noble  earl’s  immediate  pa¬ 
tronage  ;  the  points  to  be  dif- 
cufltd,  being  many  of  them  mat¬ 
ters  of  opinion,  would  adord  oc- 
cafion  for  the  undue  exertion  of 
that  influence,  which  he  was 
known  to  pofleis  ;  and  laltly,  the 
length  of  time  it  would  neeelfarily 
require,  left  him  little  room  to 
hope  that  gentlemen  would  give 
it  a  proper  attention.  He  fbould 
content  himfelf  with  making  a  few 
general  obfervations. 

That  the  navy  was  inadequate 
to  the  occafions  of  the  ftate,  was 
a  fuCt  allowed  and  confeifed  on 
all  fides.  In  excufe  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  it  had  been  affierted,  that 
it  was  fuperior  to  that  which  Lord 
Hawke  left,  when  he  went  out  of 
office.  But  this,  he  faid,  even  if 
true,  which,  neverth^iels,  he 
would  undertake  to  prove  was 
falfe  ;  could  not  be  admitted  as 
an  exculpation  of  the  prefent 
board  of  admiralty.  It  was  with 
the  date  of  the  French  and  Spanilh 
navy,  that  the  comparifon  ought 
to  have  been  made.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  hr  it  lord  to  keep  the 
fleet  in  a  condition  to  meet  that  of 
the  enemy,  whatever  it  might  be  j 
and  when  he  law  the  armaments 
preparing  in  the  French  and  Spa- 
ntfh  ports,  it  was  his  indifpen- 
lable  duty  to  have  taken  the  alarm, 
and  to  have  exerted  every  nerve 
of  the  country,  in  order  to  keep 
pace  with  them.  Would  any  man 
venture  to  fav,  that  the  means  had 
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been  denied  him  ?  Would  anv 
man  venture  to  Hinder  the  Houle 
of  Commons  with  the  charge  ot 
parfimony  ?  He  believed  no  one 
would. 

After  making  feveral  other 
pointed  obfervations  on  this  fub- 
jeCt,  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  the 
l'econd  branch  of  the  enquiry.  He 
enumerated  in  their  order,  the  le- 
veral  instances  of  mifconduCt  with 
which  he  meant  to  charge  the  no¬ 
ble  earl  in  the  committee,,  as  the 
grounds  of  a  firing  of  motions, 
which  he  afterwards  btouuht  for- 
wards,  for  the  production  of  the 
papers  and  documents  neceffiary 
to  fubliantiate  his  criminality.  As 
thefe  facts  were  afterwards  urged 
more  at  large  in  the  committee* 
where  the  advocates  of  the  noble 
earl  all'o  made  their  principal  de¬ 
fence,  we  lhall,  in  order  to  avoid 
unneceffary  repetition,  referve  both 
till  we  come  to  lpeak  of  the  de- 
bate  which  then  took  place.  It 
is  only  neceffiary,  on  the  prefent 
occafion,  to  add,  that  the  Earl 
of  Muigrave  and  Lord  North, 
after  having  replied  to  leveral  of 
the  obfervations  made  by  Mr. 
Fox,  exprelfed  their  chearful  con¬ 
currence  in  the  motion  he  had 
made,  net  without  fome  fevere 
ItriCtures  on  his  having  narrowed 
the  ground  of  his  enquiry,  and 
omitted  one  of  its  moit  eifential 
objects. 

The  ordnance  elti-  ,  n 

„  r  g  Ceb.  ill. 

mates,  tor  the  current 

year,  amounting  to  the  enormous 
lum  of  1, 644, 24a/.  underwent  a 
ftrict  and  levere  examination. 
The  parts  principally  objected  to 
were  the  anticipation  of  the  an¬ 
nual  1  Apply  ot’  falt-petre,  fur- 
nifhed  by  tjie  Ealt-lndia  Com¬ 
pany  ;  the  contract  with  Mr. 

To vvai'o n 
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Townfon  5  the  tranfport  fervice  ; 
and  the  charges  for  building  for- 
treffes  and  fortrefles. 

With  regard  to  the  fir  ft  and  fe- 
cond  articles,  which  were  chiefly 
adverted  to  in  the  debate,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  that  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany  were  bound  by  their  charter, 
to  furnifh  the  board  of  ordnance 
with  500  tons  of  falt-petre  annu¬ 
ally,  in  time  of  peace,  at  45 /.  'per 
ton  ;  in  rime  of  war,  at  53/.  But 
government  having  had  occafion, 
during  the  war,  for  a  larger  quan¬ 
tity  than  the  company  were  bound 
to  fupply,  had,  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1781,  received  3,100  tons, 
or  fix  years  in  advance  of  the  an¬ 
nual  fupply.  For  two  of  the  an¬ 
ticipated  years,  up  to  1783,  the 
board  had  agreed  to  pay  7-3/. 
without  intereft,  the  prime  colt, 
to  the  company  •,  and  as  their 
charter  would  then  expire,  the 
company  had  demanded  1 18/..  alfo 
without  intereft,  being  their  fale 
price,  for  the  additional  four  years, 
advance.  The  price  at  the  mer¬ 
chants  market  was  at  this  time 
about  152/.  a  ton,  On  a  further 
application  to  the  company,  they 
declared  they  could  not  furnifh 
any  more  on  credit,  and  demanded 
die  market  price.  With  this  the 
board  d:d  not  think  proper  to 
comply,  but  contracted  with  Mr, 
Town  ion,  a_  member  of  the  houfe, 
and  a  director  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  for  400  tons,  at  that 
time  lying  at  Qftend,  for  120/, 
per  ton,  duty  free. 

On  the  ground  of  theis  faCts, 
the  board  of  ordnance  was  charged 
with  having  flittered  a  debt  of 
24.2,00 ol.  to  the  Eaft-India  Com¬ 
pany,  to  accrue  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  parliament  j  and  with 


having  counteracted  the  wifdorn 
of  parliament  in  providing  an  an¬ 
nual  fupply  of  falt-petre,  by  an 
improvident  anticipation,  and 
thereby  left  government  at  th$ 
difcretion  of  the  company.  The 
contract  with  Mr.  Townlbn  was 
alfo  fevereiy  reprobated.  It  was 
alferted,  that  the  average  price  of 
falt-petre,  at  Qftend,  was  only 
83/.  and,  confeauentiy,  that  4 
profit  of  37/,  a  ton,  ready  money, 
was  fecured  to  the  contractor. 
At  the  time  that  this  enormous 
advantage  was  given  to  a  private 
individual,  the  proposals  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  had 
been  fupply  ing  government  on 
credit,  and  at  a  conftderable  Iofs, 
were  rejected,  though  the  market 
price,  at  which  it  was  offered, 
had  then  fallen  to  1  1  0/.  a  ton  ;  lb 
that  deducting  from  this  7  /.  3  s. 
the  difcount  remitted,  and  6/,  10s. 
the  duty  paid,  by  the  company, 
their  price,  was  43 L  135.  lower 
than  that  of  the  contractor. 

On  the  part  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  it  was  urged,  in  reply 
to  the  firft  charge,  that  they  had 
delivered  in  a  ftatement  of  the 
debt  to  parliament,  as  foon  as 
ever  the  payment  of  it  had  been 
demanded  ;  and  that  as  to  the 
improvidence  of  the  anticipation, 
they  thought  it  more  than  coun¬ 
terbalanced,  by  the  faving  it  had 
brought  to  government.  With 

O  O  ^  ' 

refpect  to  the  contract,  it  was  al- 
ledged,  that  the  board  could  not 
iafely  inform  themfelves  of  the 
market  price  at  Qftend,  becaufe 
any  report,  that  the  Englifh  go¬ 
vernment  was  about  to  purchafe, 
would  have  immediately  railed  it. 
It  had  therefore  been  neceiiajry  to 
make  the  contract  with  iecrecy, 

and 
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and  the  profits  of  the  contra&or  had 
been  regulated  by  the  market  price 
in  England. 

Thefe  explanations  not  appear¬ 
ing  fufficiently  full  and  fatisfadto- 
ry.  Col.  Barre  moved  (the  houl'e 
being  in  a  committee)  “  that  the 
“  chairman  leave  the  chair,  and 
“  report  a  pregrefs.”  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  rejected,  on  a  division, 
by  a  majority  of  1 1  3  to  60. 

Mr.  Burke  next  moved,  “  that 

the  fuffering  a  debt  of  242,000/. 

“  to  the  Ealt-India  Company,  for 
<£  3,000  tons  of  falt'petre,  to  ac- 
<c  crue  without  the  knowledge  of 
<c  parliament,  in  order  that  it 
“  might  either  preventthe  growth 
“  of  luch  a  debt,  or  make  timely 
iC  provifion  for  it,  was  a  blame- 
*(  able  proceeding,  and  tended  to 
£<  impofe  upon  the  houle.”  To 
get  rid  of  this  motion,  thinking, 
perhaps,  it  would  require  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  exertion  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  complailance  to  negative 
it.  Lord  North  moved  for  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  day.  But  Mr.  Burke 
alluring  him  he  would,  in  that 
cafe,  repeat  it  on  Monday,  the 
noble  lord  confented  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  and  Mr.  Burke’s  was 
then  put  and  negatived. 

F(4l  Ath  0,1  brinSinS  UP  tl,e 
*  *  report  of  the  ordnance 

eftimate,  no  further  explanation 
being  given  of  the  articles  ob¬ 
jected  to,  it  was  moved  to  re¬ 
commit  the  report  ;  and  the 
queftion  being  put,  there  appeared 
for  it,  92;  againftit,  122. 

The  fame  day,  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  brought  forward,  in 
the  Houle  of  Lords,  a  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  previous  no¬ 
tice,  relative  to  the  execution  ot 
Colonel  Ifaac  Haynes,  an  officer 
in  the  fervice  of  Congrefs.  The 
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faCt,  as  frated  by  the  noble  duke, 
on  the  authority  of  letters  tranf- 
mitted  to  him  from  America,  by 
a  perlon  to  whom  he  was  an  entire 
Granger,  was  as  follows  : 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  of 
July,  1781,  Colonel  Haynes,  at 
that  time  a  prifoner  in  Charles- 
Town,  was  informed,  by  letter, 
from  the  town-major,  £<  that  a 
“  council  of  general  officers  would 
“  affiemble  the  next  day,  at  ten 
“  o’clock,  to  try  him.”  In  the 
evening,  the  fame  day,  he  received 
another  letter,  from  the  fame  offi¬ 
cer,  acquainting  him,  “  that  in- 
<<  Lead  of  a  council  of  general 
£<  officers,  a  -court  of  enquiry 
“  would  ft  at  the  hour  befpre- 
“  mentioned,  for  the  purpofe  of 
£C  determining  under  what  point 
<(  of  view  he  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered.”  In  the  fame  letter  it 
was  added,  that  pen,  ink  and 
paper,  would  immediately  be 
“  allowed  him  j  and  that  any 
“  perfon  he  chofe  to  appoint, 
f£  might  attend  him  as  council.’’ 
On  Sundayr  the  29th,  a  memo¬ 
randum  was  delivered  to  him  by 
the  adjutant,  informing  him? 
“  that  in  confequence  of  the 
“  court  of  enquiry  held  the  day 
before,  on  his  account,  Lord 
“  Rawdon,  and  the  commandant, 
“  Lieutenant-colonel  Balfour,  had 
“  refolved  upon  his  execution  on 
“  the  Tuelday  following,  for 
“  having  been  found  under  arms, 
“  and  employed  in  railing  a  re- 
<£  giment,  to  oppofe  the  Britilh 
<c  government,  though  he  had 
<e  become  a  fubjedr,  and  had  ac- 
£<  cepted  the  protection  of  that 
“  government,  after  the  reduction 
<(  of Charles-Town.” 

In  confequence  of  this  inti¬ 
mation,  Colonel  Haynes  addreffied 

himfeif 
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himfelf  to  the  two  commanders  in 
a  letter,  in  which  he  Rates,  that 
he  had  been  drawn,  by  lurprize, 
into  a  procedure  tending  to  judg¬ 
ment,  without/  knowing  it  to  be 
inch  ;  that  when  he  appeared  be¬ 
fore  the  court  of  enquiry,  he  did 
not  imagine  it  was  for  any  other 
purpofe  than  to  determine  whether 
he  ought  to  be  looked  on  as  a  Bri- 
tifh  fubjed,  or  an  American,  in 
order,  on  that  deciflon,  to  ground 
the  future  proceedings  \  that  the 
qounfel  he  had  named,  had  not 
Been  found  ;  that  he  had  negleded 
to  Rimmon  any  witnefles,  and,  by 
that  means,  had  been  deprived  of 
the  ability  of  making  a  legal  de¬ 
fence,  which  he  could  eafily  have 
done,  founded  both  in  law  and 
fad,  if  Be  had  imagined  the  trial 
he  was  then  upon  was  to  be  final. 
He  therefore  defires  a  regular  trial  ; 
and  if  that  was  not  granted,  he  in- 
treats  a  relpite  of  the  fentence  of 
execution.  This  application,  aid¬ 
ed  by  the  felicitations  of  Governor 
Bull,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
Charles-Town,  procured  a  refpite 
of  eight-and-forty  hours  $  but  with 
this  condition,  that  if  General 
Green  made  any  application  what¬ 
soever  in  his  favour,  he  Ihould  that 
moment  be  led  to  execution.  On 
the  day  appointed,  Colqnel  Haynes 
was  executed. 

Such  was  the  Rate  of  the  fad. 
The  illegality,  the  barbarity,  and 
the  impolicy  of  the  proceeding, 
were  ftrongly  a,nd  powerfully 
urged  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
He  read  to  the  houfe  an  extract 
from  a  proclamation  of  General 
Green’s,  in  which  this  execution 
was  reprefented  as  a  cruel  and  un- 
juRifiable  murder,  and  a  fevere  re¬ 
taliation  threatened  on  fhe  perfons 


of  Britifn  officers ;  and  he  called  on 
the  houfe  to  inRitute  an  immediate 
and  effedua!  enquiry,  as  the  only 
means  of  fecuring  their  own  offi¬ 
cers  from  the  danger  which  hung 
over  them,  and  of  refeuing  the 
Britifn  nation  from  the  opprobrious 
charges  of  cruelty  and  barbarity, 
under  which  it  was  labouring,  in 
the  opinion  of  all  the  Rates  ot  Eu¬ 
rope. 

The  Duke  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing  an  addrefs  to  his  majeRy,  that 
diredions  might  be  given  for  laying 
before  the  houfe,  the  feveral  papers 
therein  fpecified,  relative  to  the 
execution  of  Colonel  Haynes.  This 
motion  was  ftrongly  oppofed  by 
Lord  Walfingham,  Lord  Stormont, 
and  the  Chancellor.  It  was  argued, 
that  his  majefty’s  minifters  having 
declared  that  they  had  received  no 
information  whatever,  relative  to 
the  fads  alluded  to,  it  was  beneath 
the  dignity  and  gravity  of  the 
houfe,  to  proceed  to  a  foleran  en¬ 
quiry  on  fuch  vague  and  uncertain 
lurmifes,  as  thole  contained  in  the 
letters  produced  by  the  noble  duke  ; 
that  it  was  ftill  lefs  candid  and  lcfs 
equitable  to  attempt,  on  fuch  flight 
grounds,  ro  effil  in  queftion  the 
charaders  of  brave,  delerving,  and 
abfent  officers. 

But  allowing  the  fads,  as  ftated, 
to  be  true,  and  fully  authenti¬ 
cated,  to  the  latisfadjon  of  the 
houle,  it  was  contended  by  the 
two  laft  mentioned  lords  ;  by  the 
former,  on  the  ground  of  modern 
pradice  j  and  by  the  latter,  on 
that  of  ancient  authority  •,  that 
Colonel  Haynes,  having  been 
taken  in  arms,  after  admiftion  to 
his  parole,  was  liable  to  be  hanged 
up  injianter,  without  any  other 
form  of  trial  than  what  was  ne~ 

ceffary 


> 

i 


1 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [157 


ceffary  to  identify'  the  perfon. — 
The  Earl  of  Huntingdon  alfo  ac¬ 
quainted  the  houfe,  that  he  had 
authority,  from  Earl  Cornwallis, 
to  declare,  that  this  had  been  the 
practice,  in  feveral  inftances,  un¬ 
der  his  command,  in  North-Ame- 
rica. 

This  do&rine  was  denied,  on 
both  grounds,  with  equal  confi¬ 
dence,  by  the  Earls  of  Shelburne 
and  Effingham.  It  was  affierred, 
by  the  former,  from  circumftances 
within  his  own  recollection,  that 
the  practice  in  the  laft  war  had  been 
totally  different.  A  great  degree 
of  ignominy,  perhaps  a  drifter  con¬ 
finement,  was  the  confequence  of 
fuch  an  aflion  :  the  perlons  guilty 
of  it  were  ffiunned  by  gentlemen, 
but  it  had  never  before  entered  into 
tire  mind  of  a  commander  to  hang 
them. 

In  anfwer  to  the  written  autho¬ 
rity,  produced  by  the  learned  lord, 
it  was  remarked,  by  the  Eatl  of 
Effingham,  that  the  quotation  he 
had  brought  from  Grotius,  related 
to  fpies,  and  not  to  pri loners  who 

had  broken  their  parole. - That 

this  was  the  cafe,  could  not  be 
difputed,  fince  Grotius  could  never 
have  heard  of  a  prifoner  on  pa¬ 
role;  it  was  a  modern  civility  of 
.a  very  late  date,  and  even  not  yet 
prevailing  in  all  countries.  In  re¬ 
ply  to  this  obfervation,  it  was  ar¬ 
gued  by  the  chancellor,  that  all 
the  realbning  ul'ed  by  the  great 
author  he  had  quoted,  in  the  cafe 
of  lpies,  applied  a  fortiori,  to  that 
of  perlons  who  had  broke  their 
parole. 

At  length,  the  queftion  being  put, 
and  the  houfe  having  divided,  there 
appeared  for  the  addrefs,  25  ;  againd 

73* 


The  Houfe  of  Com-  r  ,  , 

mons  having  reiolved  it-  ' 
feif  into  a  committee,  to  enquire 
into  the  mifmanagement  of  naval 
affairs,  as  foon  as  the  papers  which 
had  been  laid  before  the  houfe 
were  read  by  the  clerks,  Mr.  Fox 
rofe,  to  move  a  refolution  of  cen- 
lure  founded  on  the  faffs  con¬ 
tained  in  them.  This  cenfure, 
he  laid,  he  meant  to  confine,  for 
reafons  he  had  before  dated  to  the 
houfe,  to  the  conduft  of  the  navy 
in  the  year  1781  ;  but  he  ffiould 
beg  leave  to  date  to  the  committee 
a  few  indances  of  grofs  and  cri¬ 
minal  negleft  in  the  fird  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  previous  to  that 
period,  in  order  to  drengthen  and 
advance  the  great  purpoie  of  the 
invedigation. 

In  the  year  1777,  the  defigni 
of  the  French,  to  aid  the  revolted 
colonies,  became  fo  very  apparent, 
as  to  make  a  fpeedy  rupture  with 
that  court  aimod  inevitable.  The 
preparations  canning  on  in  the 
ports  of  France  were  fufficiently 
declaratory  of  their  intentions, 
and  ought  to  have  given  an  im¬ 
mediate  alarm  to  government. — 
But  in  what  manner  did  the  fird 
lord  of  the  admiralty  prepare  to 
counterafl  the  defigns  of  the  ene¬ 
my  ?  In  that  year,  aimod  every 
frigate  we  poffeffed,  was  lent  to 
carry  on  a  predatory  war  on  the 
coads  of  America  ;  and  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  meafure,  the  two- 
cleckers  and  line-of-battle  fhips 
were  employed,  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  in  cruizing  in  the  channel. 
So  pernicious  was  the  refult  of 
thefe  rnealures,  that  when  Mr. 
Keppel  arrived  at  Portfmouch,  the 
following  fpring,  to  take  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fleet,  which  he  was 

allured 
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allured  would  amount  to  26  fail  ot 
the  line,  he  found  only  fix  ready 
for  fief vice,  .Before  the  crippled 
fhips  were  in  a  condition  to  fail, 
the  French  had  a  fleet  of  27  fail  of 
the  line  at  fea  ;  and  thus  an  op¬ 
portunity  was  loll  of  erufhing  the 
naval  power  of  France,  in  the  in¬ 
fancy  of  the  war. 

This  plan  of  cruizing  in  the 
winter,  and  making  a  vain  parade, 
whiift  the  enemy  were  buly  in 
port,  equipping  for  the  next  cam¬ 
paign,  had  been  the  favourite  mea- 
fure  of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty,  and  had  contributed,  more 
tnan  any  thing  e’lfe,  to  the  latenefs 
of  our  expeditions,  in  which  we 
had  always  been  behind  hand  with 
the  enemy.  Our  fleets  had  uni¬ 
formly  been  lent  after  th'ofe  of 
France,  and  to  the  place  of  their 
deftination,  for  the  purpafe  of  con¬ 
tending  with  them  there,  inftead  of 
attempting  to  intercept  or  attack 
them  at  home. 

The  intelligence  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  a  fquadron  at  Toulon,  un¬ 
der  M.  d*£ftaign,  and  of  its  defti- 
nation  for  North  America,  had  been 
received  at  the  Admiralty  feveral 
months  before  that  fquadron  was 
ready  to  fail.  Vet  no  attempt  was 
made  to  difpute  its  palfage  out  of 
the  Mediterranean  ;  but  Admiral 
Byron,  as  ufual,  was  fenc  out  to 
follow  it  to  the  coaft  of  America  ; 
and  the  Admiralty,  equally  dila¬ 
tory  in  i  n  ft  ru  Cling  their  officers 
abroad,  as  they  were  in  fitting  out 
fhips  at  home,  had  not  apprized 
Lord  Howe  of  the  danger,  to  which 
he  might  be  expofed,  till  the  month 
of  june,  though  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy  had  been  publicly  and  no- 
toriouflv  known  (o  early  as  in  Fe- 
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The  year  1779  prefented  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  plan  and  mifcon- 
duCt  of  1778.  But  what  diftin- 
guiffied  it  above  the  former,  was 
the  unaccountable  negleCt  of  not 
preventing  the  junction  of  the 
French  and  Spanith  fleets.  The  in- 
ftruCtions  given  to  Sir  Charles  Har- 
dy,  it  was  true,  were  not  before 
the  houf'e  ;  the  Admiralty,  for  po¬ 
litical  reafons,  as  theyr  alledged, 
had  refuted  to  produce  them  j  but 
as  no  attempt  was  made  by  that 
admiral  to  prevent  their  junction, 
he  was  warranted  in  concluding 
that  his  inftruCtions  contained  no 
fuch  orders. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  that  year,  a 
powerful  fquadron  was  fitting  out 
at  Breli,  under  the  Comte  deGui- 
chep,  deitined,  as  was  generally  be¬ 
lieved,  for  the  W eft-indies.  The 
moil  alarming  confequences  to  our 
polfeffions  in  tiiat  quarter,  were  to 
be  apprehended  from  the  junction 
of  this  force  with  the  fleets  under 
M.  d’Eftaign  and  Don  Solano,  and 
an  univerfal  expectation  prevailed, 
that  Sir  George-  Rodney,  who  was 
at  that  time  ready  to  fail,  would 
have  been  dilpatched  immediately, 
either  to  intercept  the  Breit  fqua- 
dron,  in  the  Bay,  or  by  proceed¬ 
ing,  without  delay,  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  to  prevent  its  junction 
with  the  fleets  in  that  quarter.— 
That  this  was  practicable,  had 
clearly  appeared,  fince  the  Angle 
fhips,  which  failed  at  the  fame 
time  with  him,  and  proceeded 
direCtly  to  the  Weft-Indies,  ar¬ 
rived  there  before  M.  de  Guichen. 
Inftead  of  adopting  either  of  thefe 
meafures.  Admiral  Rodney  was 
ordered  to  convoy  the  ftore-ihips  to 
Gibraltar  in  his  way  ;  in  con  fre¬ 
quence  of  which  ftep,  he  found  a 

force 
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force  to  contend  with,  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  the  V/eft-lndies,  from 
which  nothing  hut  Providence, 
and  the  infatuation  of  the  enemy, 
could  have  laved  us;  The  victory 
gained  over  the  Spaniards,  im¬ 
portant  as  he  acknowledged  it  to 
be,  he  contended  was  merely  ac¬ 
cidental,  and  in  which  the  noble 
earl  could  not  claim  the  leaf 
merit. 

In  the  year  1780,  it  appeared, 
indeed,  that  inftru£lions  had  been 
given  to  Admiral  Geary,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  junction  of  the  French 
and  Spanilh  fleets  ;  but  fuch  were 
the  active  efforts  of  the  firft  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  fuch  his  eager  vi¬ 
gilance,  and  indefatigable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  interefts  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  that  the  directions  to  the 
Britifh  commander,  that  he  fhouid 
keep  afunder  the  naval  armaments 
of  France  and  Spain,  did  not 
reach  him  until  they  were. actually 
joined. 

From  the  fame  criminal  negli¬ 
gence,  the  Chev.  de  Ternay  was 
permitted  to  fail  unmolefted  with 
his  fquadron  to  North  America, 
when  he  tranfported  thither  thole 
numerous  military  forces,  which 
had  fmce  captured  the  armv  of 
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Lord  Cornwallis. 

It  was  at  this  difgraceful  period, 
that  Captain  Moutray,  with  the 
valuable  and  important  convoys 
for  the  Eaft  and  We  ft- In  dies,  was 
betrayed  (he  could  not  ule  a 
gentler  exprelhon)  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  At  leaft,  if  the 
noble  earl  had  been  in  the  pay  of 
the  Houle  of  Bourbon,  he  could 
not  have  ailed  with  greater  zeal 
and  ability  in  their  fervice,  than 
he  had  done  in  that  bulincl's.  for 
at  the  very  moment  when  he  knew 
nthat  the  enemy’s  fleet  was  cruizing 


off  the  coaft  cf  Spain,  he  ordered 
Capt.  Moutray  to  touch  at  Ma¬ 
deira  ;  that  is,  to  go  in  the  very 
track  where  he  was  lure  of  falling 
in  with  them. 

To  thefe,  he  laid,  might  be 
added  another  inftance  of  the  moll 
aftonifhing  negligence,  a  degree 
of  negligence,  indeed,  that  could 
only  be  attributed  to  treachery, 
or  infatuation  ;  that  from  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1779, 
to  the  dole  of  the  month  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  1781,  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty  did  not  ftation,  even  a  ftngle 
frigate,  off  Breft  harbour  for  the 
purpofe  of  watching  and  giving 
notice  of  the  motions  of  the 
enemy. 

Having  brought  the  hiftory  of 
our  naval  tranlafftions  down  to 
1781,  the  period  to  which  he 
fhouid  particularly  call  the  at¬ 
tention  ot  the  committee,  Mr.  Fox: 
proceeded  to  ftate  five  diftinft 
charges  of  grofs  mifcondud,  which 
he  contended  were  proved  and 
brought  home  to  the  board  of  ad¬ 
miralty,  by  the  papers  cn  ,t hs 
table. 

The  firft  was  the  fuffering  M. 
de  Graffe  to  fail  for  the  Weft- 
indies,  without  making  a  fingle 
effort  to  intercept  him.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  government  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  minuteft  intelligence  of 
the  equipment,  ftrength  and  ae- 
ftination,  of  the  force  under  that 
officer  ;  it  was  equally  clear,  that 
they  knew  almoft  precifely  the 
time  when  it  was  to  fail.  Two 
circumftances  rendered  this  col- 
duft  in  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi¬ 
ralty  criminal  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  :  one  was,  that  the  okjeift  of 
the  Comte  de  Graife’s  expedition 
was  known  to  be  of  the  molt  dan¬ 
gerous  nature  to  this  country  :  t  .e 
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fuccefs  of  a  well  concerted  plan  for 
deftroyirig  our  empire  in  the  Weft, 
and  even  extirpating  the  Britifli 
frame  out  of  that  part  of  the 
world,  in  all  human  probability, 
ultimately  depending  on  it.  The 
other  was,  that  we  had,  at  the 
very  time,  a  force  at  lea  more 
than  equal  to  the  complete  de- 
ftru&ion  of  M.  de  Grade,  and  his 
fleet.  That  officer  failed  from 
Breft  on  the  2zd  of  March,  with 
25  fhips  of  the  line*  Admiral 
Darby  had  put  to  fea  on  the  13th 
of  the  fame  month,  with  a  fleet  of 
30  fail  of  the  line,  intended  for 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Had  the 
Lnglilh  fleet,  therefore*  been  or¬ 
dered  to  proceed  immediately  in 
queft  of  the  enemy,  nay,  if  it  had 
not  actually  been  lent  out  of  the 
^way,  it  would  have  been  almoft 
impoflible  for  the  French  to  have 
efcaped.  But  the  noble  earl,  as 
if  apprehenflve  of  this  event,  or¬ 
dered  Admiral  Darby  to  take  his 
ftation  on  the  coaft  of  Ireland, 
and  wait  there  for  the  ftorelhips 
that  were  to  join  him  from  Corke. 
Here  he  cruized  till  the  27th  of 
March  that  is*  till  M*  de  Grade 
was  fafe  on  his  way  to  America. 
The  circumftances  r.f  this  mif- 
conduCt,  Mr.  Fox  contended  were 
of  fo  palpable  and  glaring  a  kind, 
as  to  warrant  the  fufpicion  of 
treachery  in  ibme  quarter  or 
other* 

The  fecond  charge*  was  the  lofs 
of  the  St.  Luftatius  convoy.  The 
papers  on  the  table  proved,  that 
the  Admiralty  had  received  an 
account,  from  Sir  George  Rod- 
ney,  ot  the  failing  of  the  convoy, 
on  the  25th  of  March*  He  had 
allb  acquainted  them,  that  it  was 
perhaps  the  richeft  fleet  that  had 
ever  failed  for  England  ;  he  gave 


them  the  minuted:  defeription  of 
the  courfe  it  was  to  take  ;  and 
even  put  them  in  mind  of  fending 
out  fome  force  for  its  protection. 
At  this  time,  a  fquadron  of  only 
fix  fail  of  the  line,  under  M.  de  la 
Motte  Piquet,  was  known  to  be 
on  the  point  of  failing  from  Breft, 
Admiral  Darby,  as  before-men¬ 
tioned,  was,  at  this  time,  cruiz¬ 
ing  off  the  coaft  of  Ireland,  with 
what  is  called  the  grand  fleet, 
and  there  were  befides  12  fail  of 
the  line,  fit  for  fervice,  in  our 
harbours  at  home.  Yet  no  mea- 
fure  whatever  v/as  taken  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  expe&ed  convoy, 
except  an  attempt  to  advertize 
them  of  their  danger-  La  Motte 
Piquet  failed  out  of  Breft  on  the 
26th  of  April,  fell  in  with  the 
convoy  on  the  2d  of  Ma;> ,  and 
captured  the  greateft  part  cf  it  ; 
and  on  the  10th  of  the  fame  month, 
orders  were  lent  to  Admiral  Darby 
to  detach  eight  fail,  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of-  this  fleet,  which  orders 
he  received  about  three  weeks 
after  it  was  taken. 

The  third  was  the  letter  written 
by  order  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
to  the  Mayor  of  Briftol.  The 
circumftances  which  occafioned 
this  letter  were  as  follow :  Ad¬ 
miral  Da,rby  having  been  informed 
at  fea*  by  the  mailer  of  a  Swedifh 
brig,  an  Englifhman,  that  he  had 
fallen  in  with  the  combined  fleets, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  and 
his  journal,  upon  examination, 
corroborating  the  relation,  re¬ 
turned  to  Torbay,  and  lent  an 
account  of  this  intelligence  to  the 
Admiralty.  The  merchants  of 
Briftol  having  heard  this  report, 
the  Mayor  requefted,  by  letter  to 
the  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty,  to 
be  informed  of  the  truth  of  it.  In 
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anfvver  to  this  letter,  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens,  by  order  of  the  board,  ac¬ 
quaints  them,  that  the  whole  was 
without  foundation,  and  that  Ad¬ 
miral  Darby  bad  put  into  1  orb  ay , 
for  the  purpoje  of  taking  on  board 
refrefhments.  It  was  laid,  that  this 
latt  circumftance,  which  the  board 
knew  to  be  an  abfolute  falihood, 
fee  me  cl  to  have  been  invented  for 
the  exprefs  purpo'fe  of  deceiving 
the  Briftol  merchants,  and  in¬ 
ducing  them  to  fend  out  their 
trading  fhips,  a  fure  prey  to  the 
iurrounding  enemy.  This  trarf- 
a&ion  was  compared,  by  Mr. 
Fox,  with  that  of  the  convoys 
under  Captain  Moutray  ;  the 
ftrong  marks  of  treachery,  which 
appeared  on  the  face  of  it,  were 
infilled  on  ;  and,  as  an  additional 
confirmation,  a  letter  was  read  from 
Lord  Stormont  to  the  iecretary  in 
Ireland,  of  the  fame  date  with  that 
of  Mr.  Stephens  to  the  Mayor  of 
Briflol,  in  which  he  acquaints 
him,  that  the  combined  fleets  were 
undoubtedly  in  the  channel. 

The  fourth  charge  related  to 
the  meafures  of  the  Admiralty  in 
the  Dutch  war.  Mr.  Fox,  on  en¬ 
tering  into  this  article,  obferved 
that  the  condud  of  government 
had  explained  to  him  the  meaning 
of  the  apology  \vhich  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribbon  had  made, 
on  another  occafion,  in  excufe  for 
that  war.  He  had  faid,  “  that 
“  we  fliould  fuffer  lefs  from  the 
“  Dutch  as  open  enemies  than  as 
“  infidious  friends.’’  As  an  ex¬ 
emplification  of  the  truth  of  this 
sfiferrion,  the  Admiralty  had  dif- 
patched,  before  the  war  broke 
out,  and  whilft  the  Dutch  were 
only  infdious  friends ,  fix  fail  of  the 
line,  under  Commodore  Fielding, 
to  intercept  Admiral  Byland  with 
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one  :  but  now  that  they  were  be¬ 
come  open  enemies ,  we  had  fent  but 
five  fhips  to  fight  eight. 

He  remarked,  that  if  govern¬ 
ment  had  really  aimed  at  th«  de- 
ftru&ion  of  the  naval  power  of 
Holland,  they  fliould  have  fent, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
a  force  fufficient  to  have  entered 
and  kept  pcffeffion  of  the  Texel. 
This,  he  faid,  was  the  opinion 
of  every  perfon,  who  had  turned 
his  thoughts  for  a  moment  to  that 
fubjedt  j  at  the  fame  time,  he  could 
not  help  confidering  it  as  a  molt 
fortunate  circumftance,  that  the 
miniftry  of  Great  Britain,  though 
the  means  were  in  their  hands, 
had  not  poflefTed  wifdom  and  abi¬ 
lity  fufficient  to  crufii  a  power,  fo 
necefiary  to  the  prelent  lyftem  of 
Europe. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  aftion 
between  the  Admirals  Parker  and 
Zoutman,  and  infilled  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  criminal  negledt  of 
not  fending  the  Sampfon  man  of 
war  to  the  affiftance  of  the  former. 
Fie  clofed  this  article  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  a  fquaaron  had  fince 
been  ftationed  in  the  Downs  for 
the  purpofe  of  defeating  the  naval 
enterprizes  of  the  Dutch  ;  and  as 
a  proof  that  this  mealure  was 
concerted  with  wifdom  equal  to 
the  reft,  Admiral  Byland  had  juft 
returned  home,  with  his  convoy, 
fecure  and  u  nmol  died. 

Mr.  Fox  now  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  committee  to  the  fifth 
arid  laft  charge  ;  the  recent  failure 
of  the  expedition  under  Admiral 
Kempenfelt.  It  appeared  from 
the  papers  on  the  table,  that  for 
feveral  weeks  before  the  fading 
of  the  French  fleet,  the  board  of 
Admiral ry  had  been  in  the  courie 
of  receiving  regular  intelligence. 
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of  its  equipment ;  and  though  its 
force  was  varioufly  reprefented,  at 
different  times,  yet  it  was  evident, 
that  18  or  20  fail  of  the  line  were 
in  readipefs  to  put  to  fea.  The 
convoy,  which  conftfted  chiefly  of 
tranfports,  with  troops  and  mili¬ 
tary  {lores,  was  faid  to  be  one  of 
the  moft  valuable  and  important 
that  had  ever  left  France  ;  and  it 
was  therefore  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  they  would  exert  their  ut- 
moft  ftrength  for  its  fecurity. 

To  intercept  this  armament  was 
an  objeT,  the  fuceefsful  acconi- 
plilliment  of  which,  undoubtedly, 
Ifood  the  foremoft  of  any  that  had 
been  attempted  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war.  Not  only 
the  dominion  of  the  fea  at  home, 
but  the  very  exiftenee  of  the  fleets 
and  armies  of  the  enemy  abroad, 
depended  on  it.  Mr.  Fox,  there¬ 
fore,  declared,  that  he  confidered 
the  expedition  under  Admiral 
Kempenfelt  as  the  only  judicious 
meafure  that  had  been  adopted 
during  the  war  ;  and  he  ihould 
have  thought  it  juftifiable,  even  if 
he  had  been  obliged  to  fail  with  a 
fmaller  force  ;  but  he  had  fcarcely 
buffered  his  mind  to  entertain  a 
doubt,  that  the  Admiralty  had 
not  fent  out  every  flirp  that  could 
poffibly  be  fpared  for  that  fervice. 
With  what  aftoniihment  then  and 
indignation  would  the  committee 
learn,  that  at  the  time  when  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfelt  failed  with  only 
rt  fhips  of  the  line,  under  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  greateft  proba¬ 
bility  that  he  would  have  to  en¬ 
counter  at  leaft  18,  above  20  Bri- 
rifli  blips  (including  the  fquadron 
in  the  Downs,  which  was  kept 
for  the  paltry  purpofe  of  diflrefltng 
(he  Dutch  trade)  were  ablolutely 
smemployed,  and  yet  in  every 


refpeft  fit  for  the  fervice  required. 
Such  condudt,  he  muff  again  re-* 
peat,  bore  an  air  of  treachery  and 
premeditated  negledt. 

After  a  few  general  obfervations, 
on  the  nature  of  the  charges  he 
had  brought  forward,  and  the  ir¬ 
refragable  evidence  by  which  they 
were  fuppoFted,  Mr.  Fox  con¬ 
cluded  with  moving  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolution  :  “  That  it  is  the 

“  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
“  there  has  been  grofs  mifma- 
“  nagement  in  the  adminiftration 

of  the  naval  affairs  of  Great 

Britain,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
“  year  1781.” 

The  defence  of  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  was  undertaken  by 
Lord  Mulgrave,  who  began  with 
cautioning  the  committee  againtl 
the  effects  of  hafty  prejudices,  and 
party  fpirit.  The  character,  the 
honour,  and  perhaps  the  fortune 
of  an  individual,  were  at  flake  j 
an  old  and  faithful  fervant  of  the 
crown  was  accufed  of  negligence, 
incapacity,  and  even  treachery  ; 
he  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  claim 
the  impartial  judgment  of  every 
member  of  the  committee,  unbi- 
affed  by  any  political  eonfideration 
whatever. 

He  faid,  the  committee  would 
not  expedt  that  he  fhould  follow 
the  honourable  gentleman  through 
the  various  charges  of  milcondudt 
imputed  to  the  board  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  previous  to  the  year  1781  j 
(charges  fo  frequently  difcuffed  in 
that  houfe,  and,  in  his  opinion, 
fo  fully  refuted)  and  the  more 
efpecially,  as  he  had  voluntarily 
chofen  to  exempt  that  period  of 
the  noble  earl’s  adminiftration  from 
the  vote  of  cenfure,  which  he  had 
juft  propofed  for  their  consider¬ 
ation  :  whether  this  had  ari fen 
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from  the  tender  mercy  of  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman,  or  his  con- 
vision  that  the  charges  were  weak 
and  groundlefs,  he  left  the  com¬ 
mittee  to  determine. 

Lord  Mulgrave  then  proceeded 
to  anfwer  the  leveral  charges  in 
the  order  in  which  they  had  been 
made,  having  firft  remarked,  that 
with  refpeCt  to  ftationing  frigates 
off  Bred,  little  or  mo  information 
of  any  confequence  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  by  that  means.  It  would 
be  neceffary  for  the  frigates  or¬ 
dered  on  that  fervice  to  pafs  by 
Uiliant,  in  which  cafe,  fignals 
would  immediately  be  made  along 
the  coaft,  and  fhips  would,  confe- 
quently,  be  lent  out  to  drive  them 
away. 

In  anfwer  to  the  firft  charge,  he 
obferved,  that  the  relief  of  Gibral¬ 
tar  was  eagerly  looked  for  by  the 
whole  nation,  and  that  it  appeared 
from  the  papers  on  the  table,  to 
have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Spaniards  to  meet  and  fight  us 
there.  The  Spanifii  fleet  was 
deferibed  as  amounting  from  30 
to  36  fail  of  the  line,  exclufive 
of  a  great  number  of  frigates, 
and  18  firefhips  ;  and  it  was 
therefore  neceffary,  either  to  keep 
together  a  force  lufficient  to  re- 
fid  this  formidable  armament,  or 
to  rifk  the  lofs  of  Gibraltar. 
The  chance  of  intercepting  M. 
de  Grade,  was  at  bed  very  un¬ 
certain  ;  but  even  if  the  attempt 
had  been  crowned  with  all  the 
fuccefs  that  could  have  been 
expeCted  from  it,  our  fleet  would 
mod  probably  have  luffered  fo 
much  in  the  a&ion,  as  might  have 
rendered  it  unable  to  edeCt  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar.  On  the  one 
hand,  therefore,  a  great  national 
objeCl  mud,  at  all  events,  have 
been  facrificed,  whild  the  mere 


[i63 

probability  of  falling  in  with  the 
F'rench  fleet  was  oppofed  to  it  on 
the  other. 

In  anfwer  to  the  fecond  charge, 
the  lofs  of  the  St.  Eudatius  con¬ 
voy,  Lord  Mulgrave  obferved, 
that  it  clearly  appeared,  from  the 
intelligence  contained  in  the  pa¬ 
pers  on  the  table,  that  there  were 
ltronger  reafons  for  imagining 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet  was  bound 
for  America,  than  for  the  cruize, 
in  which  he  had  been  but  too  fuc- 
celsful.  He  denied  that  there 
were  any  fhips  fit  for.  fervice,  that 
could  have  been  fpared  for  the 
protection  of  the  convoy  ;  and  to 
the  ridicule  that  had  been  thrown 
on  the  meafure  of  lending  to  Ad¬ 
miral  Darby,  a  week  after  the 
capture,  he  defired  the  committee 
to  recoiled  that,  in  confequence 
of  this  fteps  the  admiral  had  very 
nearly  recaptured  the  convoy  ;  a 
iliip  of  each  fquadron  having  had, 
one  night,  a  fharp  engagement. 

The  third  article,  under  which 
a  criminal  charge  of  treachery  had 
been  fo  drongly  imputed,  related 
to  the  letter  fent  to  the^Mayor  of 
Bi  idol.  A  plain  date  of  the 
grounds  on  which  the  admiralty- 
proceeded  in  that  bufinefs*  would, 
he  truded,  be  a  full  vindication 
of  their  conduCt.  In  the  firft 
place,  the  intelligence  given  by 
the  Swedifh  veffel,  was  direClIy 
contradiCled  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  the  information  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  Spain  ;  this,  there¬ 
fore,  was  a  lufficient  reafon  for 
their  not  giving  implicit  credit  to 
that  ftory.  But  in  the  next  place, 
on  a  luppofition  that  the  malier  of 
the  brig  had  not  defigned  to  im- 
pofe  upon  Admiral  Darby,  the 
admiraltv  could  readily  account 
for  the  fhips  he  had  feen,  without 
Concluding  them  to  be  the  com- 

[L]  2  bir.ed 


1 64]  ANNUAL  R 

bined  fleet :  a  large  convoy  of  loo 
fail  of  tranfports,  were  about  that 
time  to  fail  from  the  Ifle  of  Rhe, 
and  might,  very  probably,  have 
been  in  the  latitude,  mentioned 
in  the  journal  of  the  Swede.  With 
refpeCt  to  a  circumftance  mention¬ 
ed  in  the  letter,  that  Admiral 
Darby  had  put  into  Torbay,  to 
water,  the  admiralty,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  deferved  no  blame  on  that 
account  ;  becaufe,  in  the  firfl 
place,  he  did  not  think  it  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  Mayor  of  Briftol 
jfliould  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  reafons  of  cur  manmuvres  at 
fea  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  Ad¬ 
miral  Darby  had  faid  in  one  of 
his  letters,  that  he  meant  to  put 
to  fea  again,  with  the  firfl;  fair 
wind. 

In  anfwer  to  the  fourth  charge, 
the  reafon  afligned,  why  Admiral 
Parker  was  not  ftationed  off  the 
Texel,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Dutch  from  handing  out  to  fea, 
was  this  ;  that  he  was  obliged  to 
protect  two  large  and  valuable 
convoys,  the  one  outward,  and 
the  other  homeward  bound.  With 
refpedt  to  the  Samp/on ,  the  im- 
poffibility  of  fending  her  inftantly 
to  join  Admiral  Parker,  without 
knowing  exa&ly  where  that  officer 
at  the  time  was  cruizing,  would, 
he  trailed,  be  thought  a  fufficient 
anfwer  to  all  the  bitter  inveCtives 
that  had  been  fo  liberally  dealt 
out,  on  that  fubjedt,  by  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman. 

With  refpedt  to  the  fifth  charge, 
it  was  urged,  that  the  board  of 
admiralty  had  the  ftrongeft  reafon 
to  liippofe,  that  the  French  fleet, 
deitined  for  the  Wefl>Indies,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  M.  de  Gui- 
chen,  would  not  have  exceeded 
*3  fail  of  the  line  5  nay,  it  was 
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highly  probable,  that  this  had 
actually  been  the  cafe,  and  that 
the  reft  had  been  difpatched  alter 
them,  in  confequence  of  intelli¬ 
gence  that  Admiral  Kempenfelt 
was  out  at  fea.  It  was  denied 
that  we  had  at  this  time  any  other 
fhips  ready  for  fervice,  except 
thole  that  were  under  orders  to 
fail  with  Sir  George  Rodney  ;  and 
Lord  Mulgrave  gave  it  as  his  de¬ 
cided  opinion,  that  to  have  de-' 
tached  this  fquadron  in  purfuit  of 
the  Breft  fleet,  would  have  been  a 
dangerous,  and  might  have  proved 
a  fatal  me  a  lure. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Mulgrave  had 
concluded  his  defence  of  the  board 
of  admiralty,  Lord  Howe  got  up, 
and,  in  a  long  fpeech,  exprefled 
his  concurrence  in  moft  of  the 
opinions  adopted  by  the  honour¬ 
able  member  who  had  opened  the 
debate.  He  infifted  flrongiy  on 
the  important  advantages  to  be 
derived  from  having  frigates  fta- 
tioned  off  Breft  ;  he  agreed  with 
Mr.  Fox,  that  the  taking  poffeffion 
of  the  Texel,  would  have  proved 
a  mafter-ftroke,  had  it  been  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  at  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hoftilities  ;  and 
condemned,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
the  conduct  of  the  admiralty, 
throughout  the  whole  affair  of 
Admiral  Kempenfelt’s  expedition. 
He  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion, 
that  the  early  intelligence  they 
had  received  of  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy,  left  them  without  excufe, 
for  not  having  prepared  a  force 
lufficient  to  counteract  them.  He 
afked,  why  Sir  George  Rodney 
had  not  been  fent  out  along  with 
Admiral  Kempenfelt  ?  His  fqua¬ 
dron  was  allowed  to  have  been 
fit  for  fervice  ;  and  he  might  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  ferved  his  country 

as 
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ns  effe&ually  off  Breft,  as  in  the 
Weft-Indi  es.  Not  only  the  fate 
of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  but, 
perhaps,  the  whole  future  fortune 
of  the  war  might  have  been  de¬ 
cided,  almoft  without  a  rifk,  in  the 
Bay  of  Bifcay. 

After  a  long  debate,  which  was 
concluded  by  Mr.  Fox,  in  a  fe- 
cond  lpeech  of  great  length,  the 
committee  divided,  when  there 
appeared  for  the  queftion,  183 
againft  it,  205. 

Whillh  the  condmft  of  the  fir  ft 
lord  of  the  admiralty  was  under¬ 
going  this  fevere  lcrutiny  in  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  a  more  per- 
fonal  attack  was  made  in  the  Houle 
of  Lords,  upon  another  of  his 
majefty’s  minifters.  A  ftrong  re¬ 
port  had,  for  fome  days  paft,  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  in  confluence,  as 
was  generally  fuppofed,  of  fome 
difference  in  opinion  with  the  reft 
of  the  cabinet,  relative  to  the 
change  of  meafures,  which  the 
court  found  itfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  adopting,  with  relpedf  to 
the  American  war,  the  lecretary 
of  ftate  for  the  Plantations,  was 
to  refign  his  employment,  and,  as 
a  mark  of  the  royal  approbation 
of  his  minifterial  conduct,  to  be 
advanced  to  the  peerage. 

On  the  ground  of  this  report, 
the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  after 
a  fliort  fpeech,  in  which  he  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obviate  the  ob¬ 
jections,  to  which  he  forefaw  his 
motion  would  be  liable,  from  its 
appearing  to  trench  on  the  prero¬ 
gative  of  the  crown,  and  to  clear 
him  fell  from  the  imputation  ol 
aCting  on  any  political,  or  from 
any  peiional  or  invidious  motive 
v/harever,  moved  the  following 
refolution  : 

“  That  it  is  derogatory  to  the 


“  honour  of  this  houfe,  that  any 
“  perfon  labouring  under  the  cen- 
it  lure  of  a  court-martial,  as  con- 
“  tained  in  the  following  fentence, 
[Here  the  fentence  on  Lord  Geo. 
Sackville  was  recited]  “  which 
“  fentence  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
“  to  confirm,  and  the  following 
“  public  orders  .  were  given  out, 
“  in  confequence  thereof,  [Here 
the  public  orders  were  likewile 
recited]  “  fhauld  be  recommend- 
“  ed  to  the  crown,  to  be  raifed  to 
“  the  dignity  of  a  peerage.’’ 

The  debate  was  neither  long 
nor  interefting :  the  motion  was 
objeded  to,  as  a  violent  encroach¬ 
ment  on  the  rights  of  the  crown, 
and,  on  that  ground,  the  queftion 
of  adjournment  was  put,  and  car¬ 
ried  by  75  contents,  including  14 
proxies,  againft  28  not  contents, 
including  2  proxies. 

On  the  1 8th,  the  Lord  Vifccunt 
Sackville  having,  in  the  mean 
time,  taken  his  leat  amongft  the 
peers,  the  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  brought  the  fame  queftion 
again  before  the  houle,  in  a  mo¬ 
tion  expreffed  nearly  in  the  fame 
words  with  the  former.  The  mil- 
conftru£tion  that  had  been  put  on 
the  motion  for  adjourning  .on  the 
former  day,  was  given  by  minifters 
as  the  realon  for  their  refolving 
to  meet  the  queftion  on  its  own 
proper  turrits,  and  giving  it  a 
diredt  negative.  The  debate, 
notvvithftanding  the  fingular  de¬ 
licacy  of  the  circumftances  which 
attended  it,  was  carried  on  with 
great  temper,  and  yet  with  no  ieis 
freedom.  The  noble  perfon,  who 
was  the  fubjedl  of  it,  Hood  for¬ 
ward  the  firft  in  his  own  defence. 
After  calling  on  the  houfe  for 
their  candid  and  indulgent  atten¬ 
tion,  he  laid,  he  felt  himlelf  in  a 

rn  ->  particular 
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particular  manner  bound,  in  duty, 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  crown, 
by  which  he  had  obtained  the  high 
privilege  of  a  voice  in  their  deli¬ 
berations,  from  the  unprecedented 
attack  that  was  made  upon  them. 
To  be  flow  honours  was  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  indifpurable  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  where  the  perfons 
upon  whom  thofe  honours  were 
bellowed,,  were  competent  to  re¬ 
ceive  them.  Would  any  noble 
lord  venture  to  maintain,  that  the 
Sentence  of  a  court-martial  could 
amount  to  a  legal  difqualification, 
from  acquiring  any  civil  capacity 
whatever  ?  This  would  be  to  make 
the  fword  fuperior  to  the  law,  and 
military  rule  to  luperfede  the  ci¬ 
vil  jurifdiCtion.  But  in  the  in- 
ftance  before  the  houfe,  the  attempt 
was  not  more  unconftitutional  than 
it  was  oppreffive  and  unjull.  His 
lordfhip  reminded  the  houfe,  that 
the  lenience  referred  to  in  the 
motion,  had  puffed  three*  and- 
twenty  years  ago,  under  circum- 
ftances  not  very  favourable  to  the 
impartiality,  or  the  equity,  of  the 
court  that  fat  upon  him.  As  a 
proof  of  the  juft  opinion  that  was 
entertained  of  the  violence  of  the 
proceedings  againll  him,  he  had 
been  brought  into  office  five  years 
afterwards,  and  called  to  the 
privy  council.  This  he  confidered 
as  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  fentence 
of  the  court-martial.  And  would 
their  lordfhips,  under  fueh  circum- 
ilances,  at  this  diftance  of  time, 
and  without  having  the  whole  of 
the  cafe  before  them,  proceed  to 
annex  to  the  judgment  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  court,  the  feverell  cerfure  of 
a  civil  court  of  judicature  ?  Ano¬ 
ther  material  objection  he  had  to 
the  motion,  was-,  its  joining  with 
the  fentence  cf  the  courr-manial, 
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the  comment  which  the  executive 
power  had  taken  upon  itlelf  to 
fuperadd,  as  an  additional  ground 
of  cenfure.  To  the  fentence  he 
was  bound,  by  military  lav/,  to 
fubmir,  and  he  had  fubmitted  ; 
but  would  any  man  contend  that 
he  ought  to  be  judged  by  an  arbi¬ 
trary  comment,  which  he  would 
venture  to  fay,  went  infinitely 
beyond  the  fentence  ? 

In  fupport  of  the  motion,  it 
was  argued,  that  allowing,  in  its 
fulleft  extent,  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  the  houfe  was,  never- 
thelefs,  competent  to  cenfure 
thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefty  in 
any  exercife  of  if,  that  was  de¬ 
rogatory  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  or  injurious  to  the  com¬ 
monweal.  That  the  character  of 
the  houfe  would  fufficr  from  the 
admiilion  of  a  perfon  labouring 
under  a  cenlure  fo  public  and  no¬ 
torious,  would  not  admit  of  a  fe- 
rious  doubt.  Whether  the  fen¬ 
tence  of  the  court  be  juft  or  unjuft, 
was  nothing  to  the  queftion,  la 
long  as  it  remained  on  record, 
unimpeached  by  any  reviiion. 
The  dangerous  conlequences  of 
the  meafure  to  the  public,  was 
proved  from  the  mifehievous  ef¬ 
fects  it  might  produce  on  the  dif- 
cipline  of  the  army  ;  from  the 
impolicy  of  rewarding,  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture  of  affairs,  a 
perfon  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the 
American  war ;  and  laftly,  from 
its  tendency  to  defeat  the  purpofes 
of  a  great  and  folemn  enquiry,  in 
which  the  conduct  of  that  roblc 
perfon  might  appear  to  deferve  the 
fevereft  punifhment. 

In  reply  to  the  firft  of  the -  e 
arguments,  it  wa$  faid,  that  the 
creation  of  a  peerage  was  net  aU 
ways  a  queftion  of  flat e  3  and  that 
*  the 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [.6; 


flie  motion,  prefuming  it  to  be 
fuch,  encroached  fo  far  on  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown.  It  was 
well  known,  that  fomc  peerages 
then  exifting,  had  not  originally 
been  created  by  the  advice  of  any 
minifters,  bur  were  mere  afts  of 
the  lovereign.  In  anfwer  to  the 
other  arguments,  it  was  obferved, 
that  it  would  be  equally  dangerous 
for  that  houfe  to  break  through 

o 

the  limits  of  the  constitution,  and 
to  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  juftice 
and  equity,  merely  to  prevent  thofe 
milconftruftions,  which  weak  or 
ili-difpofed  perfons  might  put  on 
any  meafure  whatever. 

On  the  divifion,  there  appeared 
contents  28  ;  not  contents,  93, 
including  proxies.  A  proteft  was 
entered  the  fame  day,  and  figned 
by  nine  lords,  in  which  the  mea¬ 
fure,  that  had  been  the  fubjeft  of 
the  debate,  was  reprobated  in  the 
ftrongeft  and  moll  pointed  terms. 

t?  1  ,  Mr.  Fox  now  brought 

reb.  20th.  ,  c  n-  p 

the  lame  quettion  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  which  he  had 
already  moved  in  a  committee,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  adminiftration  of  na¬ 
val  affairs.  This  ftep,  he  faid, 
he  had  been  induced  to  rake, 
partly  for  the  purpofe  of  placing 
on  the  journals  of  the  houfe,  the 
attempt  that  had  been  made  to 
jefcup  the  nation  from  the  fatal 
councils  of  a  negligent  and  inca¬ 
pable  minifter,  and  the  great  and 
refpeftabie  minority  by  which  it 
had  been  lupported  ;  and  partly 
by  the  ftrong  hopes  of  better  fuc- 
cefs,  which  he  could  not  avoid 
entertaining,  from  the  more  nu¬ 
merous  attendance  he  faw  that 
d-ay  in  the  houfe.  He  then  fig- 
nified  his  intentions,  in  cafe  the 
motion  fhould  pafs,  of  following 
it  by  another,  for  an  addrefs  to 


the  king,  to  remove  the  Earl  of 
Sandwich  from  his  councils  fcr 
ever. 

The  debate  was  protra&ed  to  a 
late  hour;  mod  of  the  old  ground 
being  fought  over  again  by  the 
members  who  had  not  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  delivering  their  fenti- 
ments  on  the  former  day.  Sir 
William  Dolben,  who  had  fup- 
ported  Mr.  Fox  in  the  committee, 
and  was  fuppofed  to  have  weight 
with  thofe  members,  who  were 
called  country  gentlemen,  declared 
his  refolution  of  voting  againft 
him,  on  the  prefent  occafion,  on 
account  of  the  intimation  he  had 
given  of  his  defign  to  move  an 
addrels  for  the  dilmiffion  of  the 
fit  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty.  This 
he  thought  by  far  too  hafty  and 
precipitate  a  proceeding.  Lord 
How'e  alfo  declared,  that  though 
he  could  not,  in  honour,  avoid 
voting  for  the  refolution  before 
the  houfe,  yet  he  fhould  certainly  be 
againft  the  next  ftep  prcpofed.  He 
afked  if  gentlemen  were  provided 
with  a  proper  fucceffor,  wdio  would 
aft  with  tffie  prefent  lervants  of 
the  crown  ?  The  plan  of  the  en- 
fumg  campaign  wfas  alfo,  he  faid, 
certainly  arranged,  and  he  doubt¬ 
ed  whether  at  fuch  a  moment  it 
would  he  fafe  to  overturn  the  ac¬ 
tual  adminiftration  of  the  marine. 
On  the  divifion,  the  numbers  for 
the  motion  were  217  ;  agair.ft  it 
236. 

The  appointment  ,  , 

of  Mr.  Weibore  El-  fe6-2zcl- 
lis  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
ftate  for  the  plantation  depart¬ 
ment,  vacant  by  the  refignation 
of  Lord  Vihcount  Sackviile,  and 
of  Lieutenant  General  Sir  Gur 
Carleton,  to  lucceed  the  Cor- 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Forces  ii 
[1]  4.  North 
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North  America,  having  occafroned 
a  general  alarm  among#  thofe,  who 
were  perfuaded  that  there  ftill  ex- 
ifted  a  fecret  and  obftinate  attach¬ 
ment  in  the  court  to  the  profe- 
cutjion  of  the  war  again#  the  co¬ 
lonies,  it  was  relolved  to  make 
another  attempt  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  to  bind  up  the  hands 
of  the  executive  government  by  a 
ftrong  and  explicit  declaration  of 
the  opinion  of  parliament.  With 
this  view.  General  Conway  mov¬ 
ed,  that  an  addrefs  fliould  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  to  implore 
his  majefty  to  liften  to  the  advice 
of  his  commons,  that  the  war  in 
America  might  no  longer  he  pur- 
fued,  for  the  impradicable  pur- 
pofe  of  reducing  the  inhabitants 
of  that  country  to  obedience,  by 
force  ;  and  to  exprefs  their  hopes, 
that  his  majefty’s  defire  to  reftore 
the  public  tranquillity  might  be 
forwarded,  and  made  effectual,  by 
a  happy  reconciliation  with  the 
revolted  colonies. 

The  debate  on  this  motion, 
Jafted  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  All  the  arguments  ufed  on 
former  occafions,  were  recurred  to 
on  both  fides  the  houfe  ;  the  mi- 
nifters  continued  to  hold  the  fame 
vague  and  undetermined  language 
as  before  ;  and,  on  the  divifion, 
there  appeared  for  the  addrefs, 
?9 3  ;  again#  it,  *94. 

The  event  of  this  diyifion  was 
confidered,  by  oppofttion,  as  a 
complete  victory  oyer  the  minifter, 
on  the  fubjedt  of  the  American 
war  ;  and  as  a  majority  of  the  ab- 
fent  members  w-ere  fuppofed  to 
coincide  in  opinion  with  the  for¬ 
mer,  it  was  refoived  to  bring  the 
qudhon  before  the  houfe  again 
the  ftrft  opportunity.  Accord- 
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ingly,  on  the  27:h,  Feb.  h 
General  Conway  mov¬ 
ed  a  refoiution,  the  lame  in  fub- 
ftance  with  that  which  had  been 
loft  before  the  holidays,  and  only 
altered  in  the  mode  of  expreffion, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  of 
the  houfe. 

He  introduced  his  motion  by 
a  moft  eloquent  and  animated 
fpeech,  in  which  he  combated  all 
the  objedions,  that  had  been  urged 
on  former  occafions,  by  the  other 
ftde  of  the  houfe. 

It  had  been  afferted,  that  it 
was  unconftitutional  for  that  houfe 
to  interfere  with  its  advice  in  mat¬ 
ters  which  fpscially  belong  to  the 
executive  branch  of  government. 
This  pofition  he  pofitively  con¬ 
demned  both  as  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  to¬ 
tally  unfupported  by  fad.  He 
proved,  from  a  regular  feries  cf 
precedents,  down  from  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  to  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  his  prefent  majefty,  that 
parliament  had  always  been  in  the 
pradice  of  interpofing,  with  its 
advice,  in  matters  of  peace  and 
w?ar,  of  treaties  and  alliances,  and 
even  in  the  marriages  of  the  royal 
family.  Such  interference  had, 
indeed,  fometimes  been  repre-  , 
bended  from  the  throne,  as  an  im¬ 
proper  intermeddling  in  ftate  af¬ 
fairs  $  but  parliament,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  that  houfe,  had  generally 
made  its  voice  to  be  heard  with 
authority  and  effed. 

Another  objedion  that  had  been 
made  to  the  motion,  was  its  be¬ 
ing  vague,  and  obfcurely  worded. 
That  it  nearly  concerned  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  houfe,  that  its  orders 
fhould  be  ft t idly  and  p u n dually 
obeyed  $  and  therefore,  it  was  re- 
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quifite  they  fliould  be  expreffed  in 
tiie  moft  clear  and  intelligible  man¬ 
ner.  It  had  likewife  been  avert¬ 
ed,  that  it  could  not  yet  be  de¬ 
cidedly  collected,  from  any  of 
the  proportions  that  had  been 
fubmitted  to  the  houfe,  whether 
all  hoftili.tjes,  in  America,  on  our 
fide,  were  to  ceafe  ;  or  if  war 
was  ftill  to  exift,  what  kind  of  mi¬ 
litary  operations  were  intended  to 
be  allowed. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  remarks, 
General  Conway  obferved,  that 
the  wordsi  he  had  adopted  in  the 
prefent  motion,  “  offenfive  war,” 
were  to  military  perfons,  at  leaf!:, 
fufficiently  descriptive  of  the 
fpecies  of  hoftilities,  to  which 
the  motion  was  defigned  to  put  an 
end.  The  war  was  to  be  ftriftly 
defenfive,  and  none  other  ;  fuch 
a  war  as  General  Elliot  was  then 
waging  in  Gibraltar  ;  fuch  a  war 
as  General  Murray  had  lately  car¬ 
ried  on  in  Fort  St.  Philip.  The 
neceflity  of  tying  up  the  hands  of 
government  thus  clofely,  was  evi¬ 
dent,  from  the  ingenuity  they  had 
fhewn  in  eluding  every  attempt 
that  had  been  made  to  bind  them, 
by  fome  exp'icit  declaration  of 
their  own.  As  foon  as  it  was  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  war  was  in  bad 
odour  in  the  houfe,  and  that  it 
was  necefiary  to  quiet  the  alarm 
which  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
had  excited,  they  were  brought, 
with  fome  difficulty,  to  intimate, 
that  hoftilities  fhould  not  be  car¬ 
ried  on  to  the  fame  extent  as  for¬ 
merly.  This  not  being  deemed 
fat  is  factory,  it  was  declared,  that 
there  fliould  be  no  internal ,  conti¬ 
nental  war.  The  apprehenfions 
of  the  public  being  rather  in- 
creafed  than  diminifhed,  by  thefe 
extorted  and  ambiguous  declara¬ 
tions,  recourfe  was  next  had  to  a 
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war  of  pofs  :  it  is  allowed,  on  all 
hands,  fay  they,  that  we  fliould 
keep  what  we  itill  poffefs  ;  and, 
certainly,  no  one  would  objedt  to 
the  changing  of  our  fituatiori,  if 
another  ihould  be  thought  more 
advantageous,  or  more  tenable. 
When  it  was  urged,  that  a  war  of 
this  kind  would  fubjedt  us  to  all 
the  expence,  and  all  the  rilk  of 
offenfive  operations,  a  new  and 
curious  device  was  recurred  to, 
that  of  a  French  war  in  America  ; 
the  invention,  as  it  feemed,  of 
the  newly  appointed  fecretary  of 
(late.  The  Americans,  that  gen¬ 
tleman  had  laid,  with  a  fort  of 
triumph,  are  fed,  cloatffd,  and 
paid  by  France  ;  they  are  led  on 
by  French  officers  ;  the  French 
and  the  American  armies  are  in¬ 
corporated  in  one  ;  it  was  not 
mere  locality  that  fliould  give  a 
name  to  a  war.  France  had  for¬ 
merly  been  fought,  with  luccefs, 
in  Germany,  and  he  faw  no  folid 
objection  to  fighting  her  now  in 
America.  The  folly  and  madnefs 
of  Inch  an  attempt,  General  Con¬ 
way  argued,  would  inftantly  ap¬ 
pear,  from  what  had  already  hap¬ 
pened.  France,  with  5000  troops, 
which  did  not  coft  her  more  than 
40!.  a  man,  a  year,  was  carry¬ 
ing  on  the  war  againft  us,  and 
even  with  fuccefs,  who  paid  for 
73,000,.  at  tool,  a  man  expence 
in  the  year. 

There  was,  he  faid,  a  fifth 
kind  of  war,  which  rumour  had 
bruited  to  be  in  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  government,  a  war,  at 
the  very  mention  of  which  nature 
Shuddered  ;  he  meant  an  Indian 
war.  A  new  officer,  under  the 
title  of  Infpector  of  Indian  affairs, 
had,  he  was  affured,  been  lately 
appointed  ;  he  could  not  acquaint 
the  houfe  for  what  purpofe,  but 
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in  rimes  like  the  prefent,  he  could 
hardly  think  it  was  meant  as  a 
Sinecure.  This  circumftance,  add¬ 
ed  to  a  declaration  he  had  heard 
from  one  of  his  majefty’s  fer- 
Vants,  in  the  former  debate,  that 
**■  we  muft  make  the  Americans 
**  feel  the  calamities  of  war,  in 
et  order  to  make  them  wifti  for 
**  peace,”  had,  he  muft  ccmfefs, 
given  him  the  moft  ferious  and 
dreadful  apprehenfions. 

He,  laftly,  cautioned  the  houfe 
againft  the  fallacy  of  an  argument 
that  had  been  urged,  with  great 
confidence,  from  the  other  fide  : 
Took,  fay  they,  at  the  army  efti- 
lnates,  and  you  will  find  unques¬ 
tionable  fecurity,  that  government 
does  not  mean  to  carry  on  offen¬ 
ce  war  in  America.  General 
Conway  reminded  the  houfe,  that 
though  73,000  men  were  voted 
surd  paid  for,  we  had  never  above 
Talf  that  number  in  adlual  fervice. 
Government  had,  therefore,  only 
to  complete  the  regiments,  and 
they  would  have  more  men  in 
America  than  ever  they  had  before. 
The  motion  was  feconded  by 
Lord  Vifcount  Althorpe,  and  op- 
pofed  by  Lord  North,  in  a  long 
and  able  reply.  He  objected  to 
as  unneceffarv,  after  the  affur- 
ances  that  had  been  given  by  go¬ 
vernment  ;  as  dangerous,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  information  it  con- 
¥eye d  to  our  enemies  ;  as  impo¬ 
litic,  beeaufe  it  entirely  took  away 
from  the  executive  government 
?ks  ufe  of  its  discretion  ;  as  tend¬ 
ing  to  retard  rather  than  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  attainment  of  peace, 
the  great  objed  in  view  by  both 
tides  of  the  houfe.  He  therefore, 
could  only  confider  the  motion  as 
a  party  meafure,  and,  in  that 
I  ghr,  he  thought  it  not  lefs  ex¬ 


ceptionable.  If,  faid  he,  the 
houfe  fufpeds  the  fincerity  of  the 
fervants  of  the  crown,  if  they  have 
any  doubts  of  their  ability  or  in¬ 
tegrity,  it  is  .not  by  fuch  a  motion 
as  the  prefent  that  they  ought  to 
exprefs  their  fentiments  j  they 
ought  to  addrefs  the  crown  to  re¬ 
move  thofe  nrinifters  in  whom  they 
could  not  place  confidence,  and  to 
appoint  others  in  whom  they  could 
confide.  A  minifter,  he  faid,  ought 
no  longer  to  continue  a  minifter, 
after  he  was  fufpected  by  that 
houfe.  He  fliould  be  like  Csefar’s 
wifd,  not  only  free  from  guilt, 
but  even  from  fufpicion.  If,  in¬ 
deed  the  houfe  ftiould  drew  that 
they  had  withdrawn  their  confi¬ 
dence  from  him,  it  would  be  his 
duty,  without  waiting  for  an  ad¬ 
drefs  for  his  removal,  to  wait  upon 
his  fovereign,  and,  delivering  up 
the  feals  of  his  office,  fay  to  him, 
“  Sir,  I  have  long  ferved  you 
“  with  diligence,  with  zeal,  an-d 
44  with  fidelity,  but  fuccefs  has  not 
“  crowned  my  endeavours  ;  your 
41  parliament  have  withdrawn  from 
44  me  their  confidence  7  all  my 
“  declarations  to  them  are  fui- 
44  peded  i  therefore,  Sir,  let  me 
44  refign  to  you  thofe  employ- 
44  ments,  which  I  ought  not  to 
44  keep  longer  than  I  can  be  fer- 
44  vieeable  to  your  Majefty,  and 
44  your  fubjeds.” 

Lord  North  was  followed  by  the 
Attorney-General,  who  obferved, 
that  there  were  many  more  ob- 
ftacles  to  be  removed,  in  order  to 
treat  of  peace  with  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  than  the  houfe  feemed  to  be 
aware  of.  At  that  moment,  fe- 
veraS  ads  of  parliament  were  in 
exiftenoe,  which  would  prove  in- 
fuperabie  bars  to  fuch  an  attempt. 
He  therefore  ftiould  recommend, 
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as  the  fiift  necetfary  ftep,  a  truce  ; 
during  the  continuance  of  which, 
the  enmity,  occafioned  by  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  conteft,  might  fub- 
flde  ;  and  each  party,  being  at 
ieifure  to  conlult  their  real  m- 
terefts,  might  accede  to  terms  of 
peace,  which,  having  undergone 
a  flow  and  temperate  difeufiion, 
might  prove  more  honourable  and 
advantageous,  as  well  as  more 
likely  to  fecure  a  permanent  uni¬ 
on,  than  thofe  refulting  from  bid¬ 
den  overtures,  and  fudden  acquief- 
ctr.ce.  He  declared  his  inten- 
t  ohs  of  bringing  in  a  bill,  with 
fi  e  permiffion  of  the  houle,  for 
fhele  purpofes,  and  he  fhould 
therefore  move,  44  that  the  pre- 
“  lent  debate  be  adjourned,  until 
“  Wcdnefday,  the  thirteenth  of 
44  'he  erfuing  month  of  March.” 

Several  other  members  took  a 
part  in  the  debate,  which  again 
continued;  till  near  two  o’clock, 
when,  though  the  propofition  of 
the  Attorney  was  bippofed  to  have 
brought  over  a  few  irrelolute  votes 
to  the  fide  of  the  minifter,  there 
appeared,  for  the  adjournment, 
only  215;  againft  it,  234;  ex- 
duflve  of  the  two  tellers  on  each 
fide.  The  number  of  thofe  who 
were  prefent  at  the  beginning  of 
the  debate,  but  had  paired  off  in 
the  courfe  ot  the  evening,  were 
laid  to  have  amounted  to  14. 
The  original  queflion,  and  an 
addrefs  to  the  king,  formed  upon 
the  refo’ut ion,  weie  then  carried 
without  a  divifion,  and  the  addrefs 
was  ordered  to  he  preferred  by 
the  whole  houfe. 

On  the  Monday  following,  his 
majefiy’v  anfvver  was  reported  to 
the  houfe  ;  in  which  he  affures 
them,  44  that  in  purfuance  of  their 
44  advice,  he  fliould  take  luch 
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44  meafures  as  fhould  appear  to 
44  him  to  be  moft  conducive  to 
“  the  reftoration  of  harmony, 
“  between  Great-Britain  and  the 
44  revolted  colonies  ;  and  that  his 
44  efforts  fliould  be  directed,  in  the 
44  moft  effectual  manner,  againft 
44  our  European  enemies,  till  fuch 
44  a  peace  could  be  obtained,  as 
44  fhould  confift  with  the  intereft 
“  and  permanent  welfare  of  his 
44  kingdoms.” 

The  thanks  of  the  houfe  beiti? 

a 

unammoufly  voted  to  the  king* 
for  his  gracious  anfwer.  General 
Conway,  robe  again,  and,  after 
exprefling  his  concern  at  having 
been  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
trefpafling  fo  frequently,  of  late, 
on  the  patience  of  the  houfe, 
moved  another  refolution,  to  the 
following  effedt ;  44  that  the  houfe 
44  would  conbder  as  enemies  to 
41  his  majefty,  and  the  country, 
“  all  thofe  who  fliould  advife,  or 
44  by  any  means  attempt,  the  fur- 
4‘  ther  profecuiion  of  offenftve 
“  war,  on  the  continent  of  Nortli 
44  America,  for  the  purpofe  of  re- 
44  ducing  the  revolted  colonies  to 
44  obedience  by  force.” 

The  neceftity  of  this  meafure, 
in  order  to  fecure  and  render  per¬ 
manent  to  the  nation,  the  bene¬ 
ficial  confequences  of  their  former 
refolution,  had  arifen,  he  fa  id, 
from  two  circumftances.  The 
fir  ft  was,  that  minifters  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  though  they  fliould 
think  themfelves  bound  to  comply 
with  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of 
that  houfe,  yet  they  {fill  retained 
their  former  fentiments,  refpedt- 
ing  the  want  of  vvifdoni  and  po¬ 
licy  in  the  meafures  recommended. 
The  unwilling  obedience  of  per- 
fons,  who  could  bring  themfelves 
to  adt  in  direct  eppofnion  to  their 

cwri 


t 


172]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


ow -n  judgment,  he  thought  could 
Hot  be  too  Wrongly  fecured.  The 
aafwer  they  had  advifed  his  ma- 
jjefty  to  return  to  the  addrefs  of 
that  houfe,  was  another  circum- 
Jhnce,  affording  juft  ground  of 
jealoufy  and  diftruft.  In  that 
aafwer,  ail  reference  to  the  pro- 
fecution  of  offenfive  war  was  cau- 
tioufiy  avoided  ;  the  houle  was 
informed,  in  general  terms,  that 
he  fhould  take  fuch  meafures,  as 
might  appear  to  him  mod  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  restoration  of  peace  ; 
tmt  the  houfe  had  no  reafon  to 
fuppofe,  but  that  a  more  vigorous 
profecution  of  the  war  might  be 
deemed  one  of  thele  conducive 
meafures.  The  motion,  after  a 
feebl'e  oppofition  from  government, 
was  at  length  buffered  to  pafs, 
without  a  dividon. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  received 
hf  the  public  with  general  de~ 
mondrations  of  joy;  in  the  midft 
of  which;  the  rare  fortune  of  the 
right  honourable  gentleman,  who 
took  the  lead  in  this  bufinefs,  was 
much  envied  and  admired,  in 
having  thus,  a  fecond  time,  given 
peace  to  America,  and  happily 
put  a  flop  to  the  alarming  progrefs 
of  thofe  dreadful  calamities,  which 
he  had  before,  but  unfortunately 
in  vain,  fhewn  the  way  to  pre¬ 


March  6  th. 


vent. 

Wbilft  thefe  great 
md  important  quef- 
jions  were  agitating  in  the  Com¬ 
mons  Houfe,  the  conduft  of  go- 
Ternment,  with  refpeft  to  the  late 
campaign  in  North-America,  un¬ 
derwent  a  drift  and  fevere  fcru- 
»iny,  in  a  committee  of  the  lords. 
After  feveral  intermediate  de¬ 
bates,  which  chiefly  turned  on  the 
propriety  of  producing  certain 
papers  and  documents  from  the 


public  offices,  the  bufinefs  was, 
at  length  brought  to  a  conclufion, 
on  a  motion  by  the  Duke  of  Chan- 
dos,  4<  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
“  the  committee,  that  the  imme- 
“  diate  caufe  of  the  capture  of  the 

army  under  Earl  Cornwallis,  in 
“  Virginia,  appeared  to  be  the 
“  want  of  a  fufficient  naval  force, 

to  cover  and  proteft  the  fame.” 
This  motion  was  negatived,  by  a 

majority  of  72  to  37- 

The  manly  and  public-fpirited 
language  held  by  the  minider  in 
the  debate  of  the  27th  of  February, 
had  jailed  a  general  expeftation, 
that  the  lofs  of  the  quedion  on 
that  day,  and  the  fubfequent 
meafures  of  the  4th  of  March, 
would  have  been  followed  by  his 
immediate  refignation,  It  can 
fcarceiy  be  doubted,  from  the 
daily  mortifications  to  which  his 
continuance  in  office  expel ed^  him, 
and  the  extreme  improbability  of 
his  being  able  to  regain  the  ground 
he  had  loft,  but  that  this  would 
have  been  the  cafe,  had  he  not 
been  induced,  by  other  caufes,  to 
aft  contrary  both  to  his  principle 
and  inclination.  The  crifis  was 
doubtlefs,  in  the  utmoft  degree, 
alarming  to  the  court.  Had  a 
mere  perfonal  change  of  miniders 
been  the  point  at  iffue,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable,  that  little  ceremony  would 
have  been  ufed  in  gratifying  the 
wiilies  of  parliament.  But  it  was 
well  underdood,  that  a  complete 
revolution  in  the  internal  policy 
of  government,  would  be  the  in¬ 
evitable  confequence  of  their  re¬ 
moval  ;  a  revolution  not  lefs  im¬ 
portant  in  its  effefts,  nor  lefs 
dreaded  by  the  court,  than  any 
other  which  the  nation  had  belore 
experienced. 

It  was  therefore  very  generally 

iuppofed, 
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fuppofed,  that  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  treafury  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  continue  in  a  fitua- 
tion,  that  was  neither  honourable 
to  himfelf,  nor  without  injury  to 
the  country,  till  every  means  were 
tried,  of  averting  what  was  con- 
fidered  as  the  moil  dreadful  of 
evils.  The  obfeure  language 
which  he  held,  when  preffed  on 
that  ground  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  afforded  a  ftrong  pre- 
fumption  of  the  truth  of  this  fup- 
pofition,  He  declared,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  that  he  kept  his  pofl 
from  a  principle  of  gratitude,  and 
not  from  inclination  ;  that*  he  re¬ 
mained  in  his  employment  to  pre¬ 
vent  confufion  ;  that  he  fhould 
q-uit  it  as  foon  as  he  could  retire 
with  honour  ;  but  that  particular 
circumflances  flood  in  the  way  at 
prefent,  which  he  could  not  far** 
ther  explain.  It  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe,  that  the  indecency  of  his 
clinging  to  office,  under  the  cir- 
cumttances  in  which  he  then  flood, 
and  after  the  declaration  he  had 
himfelf  made,  was,  day  after  day, 
urged  by  oppofition  with  an  un- 
ufual  degree  of  acrimony  j  he  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  retorting  on 
his  adverfaries  their  indecent  im¬ 
patience  to  get  pofTeffion  of  his 
employments  ;  and  with  defending 
himfelf  on  the  latter  part  of  the 
charge,  by  faying,  that  though 
Parliament  had  interfered  by  its 
advice,  and  had  taken  a  ffronger 
meafure,  than  he  thought  necef- 
fary,  for  fecuring  obedience  to  it, 
yet  it  did  not  appear,  from  any 
vote  or  refolution  lhey  had  yet 
faffed,  that  the  houfe  had  totally 
withdrawn  its  confidence  from  the 
prefent  adminiflration. 

n,r  .  o  1  To  bring  the  mat- 
March  8th.  u-  '.r  .u 

ter  to  this  Hlue,  the 

following  refolutions  were  moved 


by  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  and 
feconded  by  Mr.  Powys. 

“  That  it  appears  to  this 
“  houfe,  that  fince  the  year  1775, 
“  upwards  of  one  hundred  mil— 
“  lions  of  money  have  been  ex- 
“  pended  on  the  army  and  na- 
“  vy,  in  a  fruitlefs  war. 

“  That  it  appears  ro  this 
“  houfe,  that  during  the  above 
“  period,  we  have  loft  the  thir- 
“  teen  colonies  of  America, 
“  which  anciently  belonged  to 
“  the  crown  of  Great-Britain, 
“  (except  the  polls  of  New-York, 
“  Charles-T.own,  and  Savannah) 
“  the  newly  acquired  colony  of 
“  Florida,  many  of  our  valuable 
“  VYefl-India  and  other  iflands, 
“  and  thofe  that  remain  are  ia 
“  the  motl  imminent  danger. 

4 ‘  That  it  appears  to  this 
“  houfe,  that  Great-Britain  is  at 
“  prefent  engaged  in  an  expen- 
“  five  war  with  America,  France, 
“  Spain,  and  Holland,  without  a 
“  fingle  ally. 

“  That  it  appears  to  this 
“  houfe,  that  the  chief  caufe  of 
“  all  thefe  misfortunes,  has  been 
“  the  want  of  forefight  and  abi- 
“  lity  in  his  majelly’s  minifters.” 

The  debate,  as  far  as  related  to 
the  merits  of  the  queflion,  lay 
within  a  fmall  compafs.  In  fup- 
port  of  the  conclufion  drawn  in 
the  laft  refolution,  (for  the  faffs 
contained  in  the  three  fiift,  were 
admitted  on  all  fides)  it  was  ar¬ 
gued,  in  the  firil  place,  that  a 
long  and  uninterrupted  feries  of 
misfortune  and  difgrace  was  in 
itlelf  a  fufficient  proof  of  mifcon- 
dudf  ;  and  leconcily,  that  the  fe- , 
parate  meafures  of  adminiflration 
were  fo  ftrongly  marked  with 
weaknefs  and  folly,  as  to  carry 
their  own  condemnation  on  the 
face  of  them.  On  the  other  fide, 

it 
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*E  was  contended,  that  misfortune 
could  not  be  allowed  to  infer  mif- 
conduift  ;  and  that  even  granting 
this,  thofe  who  planned  meafures 
were  not  f'olely  refponfible  for 
them.  The  fault  might  be  in  the 
execution  j  and  therefore,  it  would 
ill  become  the  juftice  of  the  houfe 
to  proceed  to  a  partial  cenfure, 
without  an y  previous  hearing,  or 
enquiry. 

This  ground,  however,  appeared 
fo  weak,  even  to  the  friends  of 
adminiftration,  that  it  was  aimoft 
entirely  deferred,  except  by  the 
minifters  themfelves,  and  the 
c.ueftion  was  taken  up  with  great 
art  and  ingenuity  on  other  topics. 
It  was  faid,  that  the  motion  being 
intended  to  operate  as  a  vote  for 
the  removal  of  the  prefent  mi- 
niftry,  the  hcufe  would  do  well, 
before  it  adopted  fo  ferious  a  mea- 
fure,  to  take  a  view  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  opinions  of  thofe,  who 
moft  probably  would  be  their  fuc- 
cefibrs.  It  was  afked,  if  the  houfe 
was  ready  to  vote  the  Indepen¬ 
dence  of  America  ?  If  it  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  new-model  the  confti- 
tution  j  to  alter  the  duration  of 
parliaments,  and  the  rights  of 
eledlion  ?  Would  it  be  willing  to 
give  up  its  exclufive  privileges  of 
framing  money-bills  ;  or  was  it 
curious  to  fee  the  effedls  of  thofe 
latent  powers,  which  a  noble  earl 
had,  in  the  courfe  of  his  reading, 
difcovered  to  exill  in  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  ?  Would  it  confent  to  a 
violation  of  the  national  faith  with 
the  crown,  by  adopting  a  cele¬ 
brated  bill  of  reform  in  the  civil 
lift  expenditure  ? 

It  was  then  demanded,  whether 
that  harmony  and  concord  fub- 
(ifted  amcngft  the  new  candidates 
tor  power,  the  want  of  which  bad 


been  fo  often  and  fo  vehemently 
urged  againft  the  prefent  admini¬ 
ftration  ?  How  would  the  inflex¬ 
ible  fpirit  of  a  noble  earl,  who 
had  pledged  his  word  in  the  other 
houfe,  that  he  would  under  no 
circumftances  confent  to  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  colonies,  be 
brought  to  bend  to  the  opinion  of 
thofe  who  feemed  fo  ready  to  ac-* 
knowledge  it  ?  The  fame  noble 
perfon  had  declared,  that  he  fhould 
always  wifh  to  fee  the  king  his 
own  minifter  ;  a  dodlrine  of  no 
trifling  political  importance,  and 
yet,  which  would  found  very  here¬ 
tical  in  the  ears  of  moft  of  his 
friends,  on  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  houfe.  With  refpeft  to  the 
different  fedts  of  political  reform¬ 
ers,  they  were  equally  numerous, 
and  more  at  variance  with  each 
other,  than  thofe  of  religion. 

Thefe  topics  were  urged  with 
great  eloquence  and  ability,  by 
Mr.  Adam  and  the  Lord  Advocate 
of  Scotland  ;  the  latter  of  whom 
called  particularly  on  the  member 
for  Weftminfter  to  declare,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  cafe  he  fhould  find  him- 
felf,  when  minifter,  in  a  mino¬ 
rity,  he  would  pay  that  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  houfe,  which 
he  had  fo  loudly  called  for  from 
the  noble  lord  ;  or  whether  he 
would  not  appeal  to  his  other  par¬ 
liament  out  of  doors,  and  tell  them 
they  were  betrayed  by  their  re- 
preientatives.  It  nearly  concerned 
the  houfe,  he  faid,  to  have  thefe 
various  matters  well  and  tho¬ 
roughly  underftood,  before  they 
proceeded  to  difcharge  the  pre¬ 
lent  minifters  from  their  offices, 
and  throw  the  whole  government 
of  the  country  into  the  hands  of 
their  opponents. 

In  defence  of  his  principles  and 

conduct 
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conduct  againd  this  perfonal  at¬ 
tack,  Mr.  Fox  obferved,  that 
there  was  a  material  difference 
between  a  private  member  appeal¬ 
ing  to  his  condiments,  or  to  the 
nation  at  large,  whole  agent  he 
was  in  parliament,  and  a  fervant 
of  the  crown,  holding  an  office  at 
the  will  of  the  king,  attempting 
to  appeal  to  them,  in  that  capa¬ 
city,  againd  parliament.  The 
former  he  fhould  dill  contend  was 
in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  conditu- 
ticn  ;  the  latter,  he  fhould  as  ex¬ 
plicitly  condemn  as  iubverfive  of 
the  whole  order  of  it. 

The  debate  laded  till  pad  two 

o’clock  in  the  morning,  when  the 

houfe  divided  on  the  order  of  the 

day,  which  had  been  moved  by 

the  fecretary  at  war,  and  which 

was  carried  by  a  majority  of  io. 

■»  *  ,  ti  ,  The  interval  be- 

March  15th.  ,  •  ,  . 

J  tw^en  the  eighth 

and  the  fifteenth  was  generally 
fuppofed  to  have  been  employed 
in  various  unfuccefsful  attempts 
to  divide  the  party  in  oppofition. 
On  the  latter  day,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Sir  John  Rous,  and  fe- 
conded  by  the  younger  Lord  Geo. 
Cavendifh,  in  which,  after  re¬ 
citing  the  fa61$  contained  in  the 
refolutions  moved  on  the  eighth, 
it  wa s  propofed  to  refolve,  that, 
on  confideration  thereof,  the  hcufe 
could  have  no  farther  confidence  in 
the  miniders,  who  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  public  affairs. 

In  the  debate,  the  neceffity  of 
fome  new  arrangement  in  the  ad- 
minidration  of  public  affairs  was 
no  longer  denied  ;  but  the  impo¬ 
licy,  and  even  the  danger  of 
throwing  the  country  .entirely  into 
the  hands  of  any  party,  was  dill 
drongly  contended.  A  ccaliricn 
was  loudly  called  for  by  many  mo¬ 


derate  and  independent  members, 
and  the  propriety  ot  leaving  the 
noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
fury,  in  poffelfion  of  his  office,  til! 
fuch  a  meafure  could  be  accom¬ 
pli  ffied,  was  much  infided  on. 
The  noble  lord  himfelf  was  ob¬ 
ferved  to  fpeak  with  confiderable 
emotion  and  embarraffmenr,  to 
which  the  peculiarity  of  his  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  violent  perfonal  at¬ 
tacks  to  which  it  expofed  him, 
mud,  doubtlefs,  have  much  con¬ 
tributed.  He  entered  into  a  long 
and  able  defence  of  his  own  con¬ 
duct,  after  which,  he  folemnly 
declared  to  the  houfe,  “  that  he 
“  neither  was,  nor  would  be  any 
“  cbdacle  to  a  coalition  of  par- 
“  ties,  or  to  the  formation  of  any 
“  new  adminidration,  from  which 
“  he  might  be  totally  excluded.’’ 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  urged, 
that  the  bait  of  a  coalition  had 
been  thrown  out  by  the  court 
merely  for  the  purpofc  of  delay, 
and  giving  room  for  intrigue  and 
cabal;  and  that,  in  order  to  fe~ 
cure  to  the  nation  the  advantages, 
which  it  was  now  univerfally  ad¬ 
mitted,  would  arife  fiom  a  total 
change  in  the  public  councils,  it 
was  neceffary  not  to  relax,  for  a 
moment,  the  vigorous  purfuit  of 
fuch  meafures,  as  could  not  fail 
of  being  fpeedily  crowned  with 
fuccefs. 

On  this  occafion,  the  whole 
drength  of  both  parties  was  muf- 
tered.  Near  four  hundred  and 
eighty  members  were  faid  to  have 
been  present  in  the  houfe  ;  and  oil 
the  divifion,  the  queftion  was  ne¬ 
gatived  by  a  majority  of  only  9. 

Alter  the  divifion,  notice  was 
given,  that  a  motion,  to  the  fame 
effect,  would  be  made,  on  the 
Wednefday  following. 

On 
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u  1  On  that  dav,  the 
March  20th.  ,  r  ,  .  '  . 

home  being  again 

uncommonly  crowded,  the  Earl  of 
Surrey  got  up  to  make  the  pro¬ 
mised  motion  ;  bur  Lord  North 
riling,  at  the  fame  time,  for  the 
purpofe  of  communicating  to  the 
houfe  fome  information,  which, 
he  Said,  might  make  any  farther 
proceeding  in  the  intended  bull- 
uels  unnecelfary,  and  would  re¬ 
quire  an  adjournment,  great  dif- 
©rder  and  confufion  enlued,  the 
members  in  oppolition  calling  out 
violently  for  “  Lord  Surrey,”  and 
“  No  adjournment. ”  As  foon  as 
the  houfe  was  reduced  to  order,  it 
was  moved,  “  that  the  Earl  of 
Surrey  be  now  heard,3’  when 
Lord  North,  having  now  obtained 
a  right  to  fpeak  to  the  queftiorr, 
cbferved,  that  had  he  been  fuf- 
fered  to  proceed  before,  he  be¬ 
lieved  much  unnecelfary  heat  and 
diforder  would  have  been  pre¬ 
vented.  He  meant  no  difrefpedt 
to  the  noble  earl  $  but  as  notice 
had  been  given,  that  the  object  of 
the  intended  motion  was  the  re¬ 
moval  of  his  majelly’s  minifters, 
he  meant  to  have  acquainted  the 
houfe,  that  fueh  a  motion  was  be¬ 
come  unnecelfary.  He  coyld  af- 
fure  the  houfe,  with  authority, 
that  the  prefent  admini ft  ration  ivas 
no  more,  and  that  his  majefty  had 
come  to  a  full  determination  of 
changing  his  minillers  5  and  it  was 


for  the  purpofe  of  giving  the  ne- 
ceffary  time  for  new  arrangements, 
that  he  meant  to  have  moved  lor 
an  adjournment. 

The  noble  lord  then  took  his 
leave  of  the  houfe  as  minifter,  by 
thanking  them  for  the  honourable 
fupport  they  had  given  him,  dur¬ 
ing  fo  long  a  courfe  of  years,  and 
in  fo  many  trying  fituations.  He 
expreifed  his  grateful  fenfe  of  their 
great  partiality  towards  him  on 
all,  and  their  forbearance  on  many 
occalions.  A  fuccelfor  of  greater 
abilities,  of  better  judgment,  and 
more  qualified  for  his  fituation, 
he  faid,  was  ealy  to  be  found  ;  a 
fuccelfor  more  zealoufly  attached 
to  the  interests  of  his  country, 
more  anxious  to  promote  them, 
more  loyal  to  his  fovereigtt, .  and 
more  defirous  of  preferving  the 
conftitution  whole  and  entire,  he 
might  be  allowed  to  fay,  could  not 
fo  eafily  be  found.  He  con¬ 
cluded  his  fpeech  after  declaring 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  fhrink  from 
trial,  that  he  fhould  always  be 
prepared  to  meet  it,  that  he  even 
demanded  it  from  his  adverfaries, 
with  moving  the  queftion  of  ad¬ 
journment. 

After  a  little  hefitation  on  the 
part  of  oppolition,  it  was  agreed 
to  withdraw  the  frit  motion,  and 
to  adjourn  to  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing. 


C  H  A  F. 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [177 


CHAP.  VIII. 


I  / 

New  Adminiff  ration  formed  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham .  Public 
meafures  fipulated  for .  Recefs  of  parliament  during  the  Eafer  holidays. 
Debate  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland ■  Meffage  from  the  king ,  and  addrefs. 

Addrefs from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland-  Repeal  of  the  aft  of  the  6th  of 
Geo.  1.  Addrefs  of  thanks  from  the  Irijh  HouJ'e  of  Commons ,  and  vote  of 
feamen.  Reieard  voted  for  Mr.  Grattan •  Farther  proceedings  in  the 

Engltjh  parliament.  Revenue  Officers  and  Contradlors  Bills  pafs  both 
houfes.  Bill  of  reform  in  the  civil  lijl  expenditure.  Bill  for  regulating 
the  office  of  P aymaffer- General  of  the  Forces.  Motion  for  refunding  the 
reflation  relative  to  the  Middlefex  election  carried.  Motion  by  Mr. 
William  Pitt ,  for  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  fate  of  the  reprefentation 
in  parliament ,  rejected,  upon  a  divifon.  Reflations  refpedling  Ex¬ 
chequer,  and  other  offices.  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham . 
Changes  in  the  miniftry.  Debates  on  the  fubjedl,  in  both  houfes.  Short 
fate  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Reports  of  the  India  Committee .  King’s 
fpeech. 


DURING  the  adjournment 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
the  new  adminiftration  was  formed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham  j  on  whole  public 
principles,  and  private  honour  and 
virtue,  the  nation  feemed  to  re- 
pofe,  after  the  violent  ftruggle  by 
which  it  had  been  agitated,  with 
the  lecureft  and  mod  implicit  con¬ 
fidence.  The  cabinet,  including 
himfelf,  as  firft  commifiioner  of 
the  treafury,  was  compofed  of  rhe 
Earl  of  Shelburne  and  Mr.  Fox, 
wrho  were  appointed  fecretaries  of 
date;  Lord  Camden,  prefident  of 
the  council  ;  Duke  cf  Grafton, 
privy-feal  ;  Lord  John  Cavendifh, 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  ;  Ad¬ 
miral  Keppel,  who  was  aifo  cre¬ 
ated  a  Vifcount,  frft  commifiioner 
of  the  admiralty  ;  General  Con¬ 
way,  commander  in  chief  of  the 
forces  ;  Duke  of  Richmond,  mal- 
ter-general  of  the  ordnance  ;  Lord 
Thurlow,  who  v'as  continued  in 
his  office  of  lord  high  chancellor; 

Vol.  XXV. 


and  Mr.  Dunning,  created  Baron 
Ailiburton,  and  made  chancellor  of 
the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

The  public  mealures,  for  which 
the  new  minifter  was  laid  to  have 
ftipulated  with  the  court,  before 
he  would  confent  to  enter  into  any 
negociation  for  office,  were  thefe  ; 
1.  Peace  with  the  Americans,  and 
the  acknowledgment  of  their  in¬ 
dependence  not  to  be  a  bar  to  the 
attainment  of  that  objedt;— 2.  A 
fubltantial  reform  in  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  civil  lift  expendi¬ 
ture,  on  the  plan  propofed  by 
Mr.  Burke  ; — 3.  The  diminutior* 
of  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
under  which  article  the  bills  for 
excluding  contradtors  from  feats  in 
parliament,  and  disqualifying  the 
revenue  officers  from  voting  in  the 
eiedtion  of  members,  were  in¬ 
cluded. 

The  new  arrange-  March  ^  ■ 
ment  having  been 
announced  to  the  houfe,  and  the 
writs  moved  for  fuch  gentlemen 

[M]  as 
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as  had  vacated  their  feats,  by  ac¬ 
cepting  offices,  the  houfe  adjourn¬ 
ed,  on  account  of  the  enfuing  ho¬ 
lidays,  without  proceeding  to  any 
other  bufinefs, 

d  8th.  ^ 

iiament,  after  the  recefs,  as  foon 
as  the  re-ele£ted  members  were 
fworn  in,  the  affairs  of  Ireland 
were  unexpectedly  brought  before 
the  houfe,  by  Mr.  Eden,  who, 
having  been  lecretary  to  the  Earl 
of  Car  i  ille,  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
that  country,  was  jud  arrived 
from  thence,  with  his  refignation 
of  the  Vice-royalty.  This  gen¬ 
tleman,  after  taking  a  view  of 
the  political  hidory  of  Ireland, 
during  the  two  lad  years,  ac¬ 
quainted  the  houfe  with  the  mea- 
iures  (which  he  faid)  were  then 
forming,  for  rendering  it  totally 
independent  of  the  Britifli  Iegifla- 
ture  ;  and  concluded,  with  mov¬ 
ing  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
repeal  fo  much  of  the  a£t  of  the 
6th  of  Geo.  I.  as  afferted  a  right 
tn  the  king  and  parliament  of 
Great-Britain,  to  make  laws  to 
bind  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

The  precipitation  with  which  a 
bufinels  of  fuch  magnitude  and 
importance  was  thus  attempted  to 
be  forced  on  the  houfe,  without 
previous  communication  with  anv 
of  his  m  a  jelly’s  min  filers,  or  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  intentions,  was  fe- 
verely  ceniured,  and  the  more 
efpecialiy,  as  it  appeared  that  the 
right  honourable  gentleman  had 
refufed  to  give  any  official  infor¬ 
mation  to  government,  relative  to 
the  date  of  the  country  he  had 
tud  leir.  Mr.  Eden,  though  loud¬ 
ly  called  on  to  withdraw  his  mo¬ 
tion,  perfided  in  urging  its  necdlity, 
and,  in  vindication  of  his  own 


On  the  fir  ft  day  of 
e  meeting  of  par- 


conduCl,  dated,  that  the  reafori 
of  his  refufing  to  have  any  com¬ 
munication  with  his  majedy’s  pre- 
fent  fervants,  was  the  great  want 
of  attention  to  the  Earl  of  Car- 
Idle,  which  they  had  Ibewn  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  his  luc- 
ceffor,  and  in  his  removal  from 
the  lord-lieutenancy  of  the  Ead- 
riding  of  Yorkdiire.  This  apo- 
logy  ferVed  rather  to  increafe  the 
difpleafure  of  the  houfe;  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  cenfure  on  his  conduct  was 
threatened,  and  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  he  was  at  lad  brought  to 
comply  with  the  general  widi  of 
the  houfe,  in  withdrawing  his 
motion. 

Mr.  Fox  Informed  the  houfe, 
in  the  cottrfe  of  this  debate,  that 
the  miniders  of  the  crown,  during 
the  fhort  time  they  had  been  in 
office,  had  actually  held  three  or 
four  councils,  fofely  on  the  affairs 
of  Ireland,  and  that  he  hoped 
very  foon;  perhaps  within  the 
next  four-and-twenty  hours,  to 
lay  fome  preparatory  meafure  be¬ 
fore  them. —  Accordingly,  on  the 
next  dav,  he  brought 

j  7  O 

a  meffage  from  his 
majedy,  to  inform  the  houfe, 
“  that  being  concerned  to  find 
“  difcontents  and  jealoufies  pre- 
“  vailing  amongft  his  loyal  fub- 
“  je£ts  in  Ireland,  on  matters  of 
“  great  weight  and  importance, 
he  earnedly  recommended  to 
“  the  houfe  to  take  the  fame  into 
“  their  mod  ferious  confederation, 
“  in  order  to  fuch  a  final  adjud- 
“  ment,  as  might  give  mutual 
“  fatisfadtion  to  both  kingdoms.” 
A  meffage,  to  the  fame  effedl, 
w'as  delivered  to  the  lords,  the 
fird  day  of  their  meeting,  and 
addreffes  were  unanimoufly  voted 
by  both  houfes. 
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it  being  the  declared  intention 
of  adminiftration  to  proceed  in 
this  arduous  bufinefs,  in  concert 
with  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  a 
mefiage,  conceived  in  the  fame 
terms  with  thofe  prefented  to  the 
Englifh  houfes,  was  fent  by  the 
Duke  of  Portland  (who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fucceed  Lord  Carlifie) 
to  the  commons  of  that  kingdom, 
immediately  after  his  arrival  to 
take  upon  him  the  government. 

The  addrels  to  the  King,  in 
confequence  of  this  mefTage  from 
the  lord-lieutenant,  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Grattan,  the  great  and 
eloquent  leader  of  the  popular 
party.  This  addrefs,  after  a  full 
and  explicit  affertion  of  the  inde- 
pend  nt  rights  of  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  proceeded  to  (late  the 
caufes  of  thole  jealoufies  and  dif- 
contents  which  had  arifen  in  that 
country;  viz.  the  aft  of  the 'lixth 
of  George  the  Firft  ;  the  power  of 
fupprelTing  or  altering  bills  in  the 
privy  council  ;  and  the  perpetual 
mutiny  bill.  It  concluded  with 
exprefling  their  moft  fanguine  ex¬ 
pectations  from  his  majefty’s  vir¬ 
tuous  choice  of  a  chief  governor, 
and  their  great  confidence  in  the 
wife,  aufpicious  and  conftitutional 
counfels  which  they  had  the  fa- 
tisfaftion  to  fee  his  majefty  had 
adopted. 

On  the  ground  of  this  addrefs, 
the  repeal  of  the  aft  complained 
of,  was  moved  by  the  two  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  on  the  fame  day, 
(May  17th)  in  both  houfes  of 
the  Britilh  parliament.  The  other 
two  points  lying  between  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland  and  the  king, 
it  was  only  refoived,  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  “  that  it  was  elTen- 
“  tially  neceffary  to  the  mutual 
“  happinefs  of  the  two  countries, 


“  that  a  firm  and  folid  conneftion 
“  fhould  be  forthwith  eftabTfhed, 
“  by  the  confent  of  both,  and 
“  that  his  majefty  ftiould  be  re- 
“  quefted  to  give  the  proper  direc- 
“  tions  for  promoting  the  fame.” 

Thefe  motions  pafted,  after  a 
fhort  converfation,  without  any 
oppofition  ;  and,  on  the  27th  of 
the  lame  month,  the  Duke  of 
Portland  went  in  ftate  to  the  Irifti 
Houle  of  Peers,  and,  in  a  fpeech 
to  both  houfes  of  parliament,  ac¬ 
quainted  them  with  the  fteps  that 
had  been  taken  by  the  Bririfh  le- 
giflature,  in  compliance  with  their 
demands,  and  with  his  majefty’s 
gracious  intentions  to  give  his 
aflent  to  afts  for  preventing  the 
fuppreffion  or  alteration  of  bills 
in  the  privy  council,  and  for  li¬ 
miting  the  duration  of  the  mu¬ 
tiny  aft  to  the  term  of  two  years. 
In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  a  fecond 
addrefs  to  the  king  was  agreed  on, 
by  both  houfes,  expreffing  their 
perfeft  fatisfaftion  in  the  meafures 
propofed,  and  their  afturances, 
that  as  loon  as  they  fhould  be  car¬ 
ried  into  effeft,  no  conftitutional 
queftion  between  the  two  coun¬ 
tries  would  any  longer  exift. 

In  return  for  this  liberal  pro¬ 
cedure  of  the  Britifh  government, 
in  relinquifhing  its  claims  without 
any  ftipulation  or  condition  what¬ 
ever,  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
immediately  voted  ioo,oool.  for 
the  purpofe  of  railing  20,000  Irifh. 
feamen,  for  the  fervice  of  his 
majefty’s  navy.  The  fum  of 
50,000!.  was  alfo  voted,  “  for 
“  purchafing  an  eftate,  and  ereft- 
“  ing  a  manfion  thereon  to  be 
“  fettled  on  Henry  Grattan,  Efq; 
“  and  the  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a 
“  teftimony  of  their  gratitude, 
“  for  the  unequalled  benefits  con- 
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ferred  by  him  on  that  king¬ 
dom/"’ 

Whilft  meafures  were  thus  hap¬ 
pily  purfuing,  for  reftoring  order 
and  tranquillity  in  the  fitter  king¬ 
dom,  adminiftration  was  not  lefs 
anxioufly  intent  on  maturing  and 
bringing  forward  thofe  plans  of 
(Economy  and  reformation  at  home, 
for  the  execution  of  which  they 
flood  pledged  to  the  public.  The 
bills  for  difqttalifying  revenue 
officers  fiom  voting  in  the  election 
of  members  of  parliament,  and 
for  rendering  contradlors  incapa¬ 
ble  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  palled  the  lower  houfe, 
after  a  feeble  oppofition.  In  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  they  were  more 
ftrenuoufly  combated  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
and  other  lords;  but  at  length 
Were  carried  by  Very  large  ma¬ 
jorities,  and  received  the  royal 
affent. 

At  the  fame  time  that  thefe 
bills  were  in  their  progrefs,  the 
great  plan  of  refotm  in  the  civil 
lift  expenditure  was  again  brought 
forwards  by  Mr.  Burke,  who, 
upon  the  recent  change  of  adroi- 
riftration,  had  been  apoointed 
Pay-Mafter-general  of  the  Forces. 
This  important  objedb,  tn  which  the 
principles  of  future  ceconomy  were 
combined,  with  the  abolition  of 
an  enormous  weight  of  influence, 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  was 
a  •  1  ,  introduced  by  a  mef* 

Apn‘  I5‘h-  fage  from  ,L  king, 

in  which  he  recommends  to  the 
houfe,  “  the  confederation  of  an 
effectual  plan  of  ceconomy, 
through  all  the  branches  of  the 
public  expenditure  ;  and  ac¬ 
quaints  them,  that  he  had  taken 
into  his  adlual  confideration,  a 
reform  and  regulation  in  his 
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“  civil  eftablifhment,  which  he 
“  would  fhorily  caufe  to  be  laid 
“  before  the  houfe,  and  defiring 
“  their  affiftance  towards  carry- 
“  ing  the  fame  more  fully  into 
“  execution.  He  declares  he  has 
“  no  referve  with  his  people,  on 
“  whole  affedtions  he  refts  with  a 
“  fore  reliance,  as  the  beft  fup- 
“  port  of  the  true  honour  and 
“  dignity  of  his  crown  and  go- 
“  vernment.” 

The  addrefs  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Burke,  and  feconded  by  Mr. 
Powys,  who  both  fpoke  with 
figns  of  great  emotion,  declaring 
themfelves  unable  to  give  utter¬ 
ance  to  the  feelings,  which  fo 
happy  and  glorious  an  event  had 
excited.  The  papers  mentioned 
in  the  meffage,  were  not  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houle  until  the  beginning 
of  May,  when  Mr.  Burke  was 
called  to  the  chair  of  the  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  take  them 
into  confideration,  and  was  di- 
redted  to  move  the  houle  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  enable  his 
majefty  to  pay  off  the  debt  on  his 
civil  lift,  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future,  and  to  carry  into  a  law  the 
retrenchments  which  his  majefty 
had  gracioufly  propcfed  to  make 
in  his  houfehold. 

This  bill  being  a  part  of  that 
large  and  comprehenfive  plan  of 
regulation  which  had  been  lub- 
mirred  to  parliament,  by  Mr. 
Burke,  two  years  before,  it  is 
unneceffarv  fo  enter  into  a  detail 
of  ir,  on  the  prefent  occafion. 
'It  fir  a  1 1  fuffice  to  remark,  that  a 
number  of  offices,  ufually  held  by 
members  of  parliament,  were  now 
aboliilied  ;  and  that  the  annual 
having  ariling  from  this  retrench¬ 
ment,  and  which  would  be  yearly 
increafing,  amounted  to  72,368!. 

It 
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It  being  made  a  fubjeft  of  com¬ 
plaint  by  lome  members,  but  eipe- 
cially  by  thole  who  had  formerly 
oppo fed  the  bill  in  totoy  that  it 
was  not  fo  extenftve  as  it  had  been 
origin-ally  framed,  Mr.  Burke  en¬ 
tered  into  the  grounds  of  thole 
omifiions,  which  had  been  made 
either  from  a  compliance  with 
the  opinions  of  others,  or  from  a 
fuller  confideration  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  cafes.  At  the  fame  time  he 
pledged  himfelf,  that  he  fhould 
at  all  times  be  ready  to  obey  their 
call,  whenever  it  appeared  to  be 
the  general  fenle  of  the  houfe, 
and  of  the  people,  to  undertake, 
and  go  through  with,  a  more 
complete  fyftem  of  reform. 

This  bill  was  followed  by  ano¬ 
ther,  for  the  regulation  of  his 
own  office.  The  principal  object 
of  the  latter  aft,  was  to  prevent 
the  poflibility  of  any  balance  ac¬ 
cumulating  in  the  hands  of  the 
paymafter  general.  Thefe,  he 
faid,  had  fometimes  amounted  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  1 ,00,0001. 
the  intereft  of  which  would  be 
annually  faved  to  the  public.  He 
alio  Hated,  that  as  Treafurer  of 
Chelfea  Holpital,  he  enjoyed  the 
profits  arifing  from  the  cloathing 
of  the  penfioners.  The  profit  of 
this  contraft  had  ufualiy  amounted 
to  700I.  a  year  ;  but  by  the  bar¬ 
gain  he  had  made  with  the  con- 
traftor,  who  was  not  a  member 
of  parliament,  it  would  amount 
to  600I.  more.  This  lum  of  1 300I. 
a  year,  he  meant  to  refign  his 
claim  to,  and  to  appropriate  it  to 
fome  public  fervice. 

,  A  motion  was  made 

May  3d-  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  for  ex¬ 
punging  from  the  journals  of  the 
houfe,  the  famous  refolution  of 
the  17th  of  Feb.  1769,  relative  to 


the  Middlefex  eleftion.  Mr. 
Wilkes,  after  fo  long  a  fucceffion 
of  annual  defeats,  now  triumphed 
at  laft  ;  there  being,  on  the  di- 
vifion,  ayes  1 1 5  ;  noes  47.  Both 
Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  North  fpoke 
and  voted  againft  the  queftion. 

the  fcventh,  Mr.  jy]a_  7th, 
William  Put  brought  J 
the  fubjeft  of  a  reform  in  the 
conftitution  of  parliament  again 
before  the  houfe.  The  infuperable 
difficulties  that  had  occurred  in 
bringing  the  friends  of  fuch  re- 
formation  to  agree  in  any  lpecihc 
propofition,  induced  him  on  the 
prelent  ocoafion  to  vary  the  mode 
of  p r  iceeding,  'and  to  mov? 
“  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
“  to  inquire  into  the  Hate  of  the 
“  reprelentarion  in  parliament, 
“  and  to  report  to  the  houfe  their 

fentimenis  thereon. ■’  i  he  de¬ 
bate  was  long,  and  ably  fupported, 
by  the  mover,  Mr.  Sawbridge, 
Sir  George  Saville,  Mr.  Fox,  and 
others,  on  the  fide  of  a  reform  ; 
by  Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
and  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  againft  it.  On  a  divifion, 
the  motion  was  rejefted  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  1 6 1  to  1 4 1 . 

The  Utenefs  of  the  june  l8th. 
fealon  not  affording 
time  for  the  completion  and  per¬ 
fection  of  all  the  plans  of  reform 
and  regulation,  which  were  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  new  mini- 
ftry,  in  order  to  prevent  their 
being  neglefted  or  forgotten  in 
any  fublequent  change  of  cir- 
cumftances,  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh  moved,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  ten  refolutions,  the 
grounds  of  which,  as  well  as  the 
intention  with  which  he  afted,  will 
beft  appear  from  the  following,  by 
which  they  were  dofed.  44  That 
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“  it  appears  to  this  committee, 
“  that  it  is  too  late  itfthe  prefent 
“  fellion  of  parliament,  to  carry 
into  effect  a  well  confidered  and 
permanent  regulation  in  the 
41  feveral  offices  mentioned  in  the 
“  foregoing  refolutions  j  but  that 
“  it  wiil  be  highly  neceffary,  for 
**  the  advantage  of  the  public, 

**  for  the  increafe  of  the  revenue, 
and  for  the  honour  of  this 
“  houfe,  that  early  in  the  next 
“  feffion  of  parliament,  this  houfe 
“  fhould  enter  upon  the  corifider- 
ation  of  thofe  fubjedts,  and 
“  fhould  adopt  luch  meafures  in 
the  redudtion  or  regulation  of 
“  ufelefs  or  expenfive  offices,  as 
“  fhall  appear  1110ft  confident  with 
“  that  plan  of  (Economy  recom- 
mended  to  this  houfe  by  his 
4 ‘  majefty,  in  his  meffage  of  the 
“  15th  of  April  lad,  and  which 
**  has  been  fo  gracioudy  adopted 
“  by  his  majefty,  in  the  reform 
*e  and  regulation  of  his  civil  ef- 
4<  tablifhment.” 

The  firft  of  thefe  refolutions 
related  to  the  collection  of  the 
land,  houfe,  and  window  taxes. 
The  fecond,  to  the  confolidation 
of  various  tax  offices.  The  four 
following,  to  the  offices  of  the  pay- 
mafter-genera!,  and  the  trealurer 
of  the  navy.  The  leventh  and 
eighth,  to  the  regulation  or  aboiifh- 
ing  of  fundry  offices  in  the  Exche¬ 
quer.  The  laft,  was  a  felf-denying 
refolution,  by  which  the  minifter 
bound  himfejf,  in  cafe  of  a  va- 
roncy  in  any  cf  the  afore  recited 
offices,  during  the  enfuing  pro-* 
legation  of  parliament,  not  to 
difpefe  of  the  fame,  without  fub- 
i  eft  mg  them  to  the  future  regula¬ 
tions  of  that  houfe. 

Whilft  parliament  was  thus  fuc- 
ee  ft  fully  engaged  in  profecuting 
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the  mod:  effectual  meafures,  for 
the  fecurity  of  its  own  indepen¬ 
dence,  for  healing  the  breaches  of 
the  conftitution,  and  relieving  the 
burdens  of  the  people,  an  heavy 
calamity  was  approaching,  which 
again  darkened  the  prolpeft,  that 
had  fo  happily  opened  to  the  na¬ 
tion.  This  was  the  lofs  ot  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  ;  ^whofe 
health  had  been  for  fome  time 
gradually  declining,  and,  at 
length,  funk  under  i h e  increafing 
weight  of  public  cares  and  buli- 
neis. 

The  firft  dep  taken  by  the 
Court,  after  his  death,  which 
happened  on  the  id  of  July,  was 
the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne  to  be  his  fucceflbr  in 
the  Treafury  ;  Lord  John  Caven- 
difh  and  Mr.  Fox  foon  afterwards 
resigned  their  offices,  and  were 
followed  by  the  Duke  of  Poland  3 
by  Mr.  Montagu  and  Lord  Al- 
thorpe,  from  the  Board  of  Treafu-^ 
ry  ;  by  Lord  Duncannon  and  Mr. 
J.  Towniliend,  from  the  Admiral¬ 
ty  •  by  Mr.  Burke,  and  by  Mr.  Lee 
the  Solicitor-General.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt  was  made  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer ;  Mr.  T.  Townf- 
hend  and  Lord  Grantham,  Secre¬ 
taries  of  State  ;  Mr.  Pepper  Ar¬ 
den  fucceeded  Mr.  Lee  •  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland  fucceeded 
Mr.  Barre,  who  was  removed  to 
the  Pay-cffice  ;  and  the  Earl  of 
Temple  was  appointed  to  the 
Lord-Lieutenancy  of  Ireland. 

The  feceftion  of  fuch  a  weight 
of  talents  and  integrity  from  the 
fervice  of  government,  could  not 
he  regarded  with  indifference. 
The  motives,  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  actuated  them,  were 
yarioufly  reprefented  ;  and  fome 
inftnuations  been  thrown  out, 

'  highly 
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highly  injurious  to  the  public 
character  of  the  perfons  concerned, 
the  firft  opportunity  was  taken  of 
bringing  the  fubjeft  to  an  open 
difcuffion  in  the  Houle  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

[uly  qth.  ,  Accord adeba,e 
J  1  y  having  ariten  on  a  mo¬ 
tion  relative  to  the  penfion  granted 
to  Mr.  Band,  the  divifions  that 
had  prevailed  amongft  his  ma* 
jefty’s  fervants  were  ftrongly  re¬ 
torted  on  thofe  who  had  formed 
the  laft,  by  a  member  of  the  old 
adminiftration,  and  this  dilcord 
was  alledged  to  be  the  more  cul¬ 
pable  at  prefent,  on  account  of  the 
very  critical  and  alarming  fhuation 
of  the  country.  On  this  occafion, 
Mr.  Fox  laid,  that  he  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  been  amongft  thole, 
who  condemned,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  the  want  of  unanimity  and 
mutual  confidence  amongft  the 
members  of  that  cabinet.  But, 
it  was  not  their  having  entertained 
different  opinions  from  each  other, 
that  he  blamed  them.  He  had  con¬ 
demned  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue 
ribbon,  for  remaining  in  place, 
when  he  found  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  diftrafted  councils,  and 
for  becoming  refponfible  for  mea- 
fures,  of  which  he  did  not  ap¬ 
prove. 

After  having  thus  cenfured  that 
minifter  for  continuing  in  office, 
under  fuch  circumftances  ;  after 
having  fo  often,  he  faid,  charged 
him  with  the  bafenefs  and  crimi¬ 
nality  of  his  conduct,  he  affed, 
what  remained  for  him  to  do,  when 
he  found  himfelf  in  a  fimilar  fitua- 
tion  ?  Fie  could  not  for  obvious 
leafons,  enter  into  a  detail  of  the 
matters,  on  which  a  difference  o 
opinion  had  arilen  between  himfelf* 
and  others,  who  had  retired  fromf 
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and  thofe  who  remained  in  the 
king’s  councils.  He  could  only  fay, 
that  they  were  points  cf  the  firft 
and  moft  effential  importance  ;  and 
that  he  fhould  confider  himfelf  as 
guilty  of  the  moft  direct  treachery 
to  his  country,  if  he  had  lent  his 
name  and  lupport  to  an  admi¬ 
niftration,  that  had  abandoned  the 
principles  on  which  it  was  formed. 

Mr.  Fox  was  followed  by  Gen. 
Conway,  who,  after  lamenting 
the  iatal  event  that  had  deprived 
the  country  of  the  benefit  of  the 
fplendid  abilities  of  his  right  ho¬ 
nourable  friend,  at  a  time  when 
their  value  and  confequence  were 
beginning  to  be  felt,  obferved, 
that  he  could  not,  however,  con¬ 
cur  in  opinion  with  him  ;  that 
there  was  fuch  a  disagreement  in 
the  cabinet,  as  to  juftify  him  in 
withdrawing  himfelf  from  it. 
When  eleven  minifters  were  af- 
fcmbled  in  council,  it  was  im- 
poffible  but  that  lome  Jhades  of 
difference  in  opinion  fhould  exift  ; 
but  he  denied  that  any  of  the 
fundamental  principles,  upon 
which  that  adminiftration  had 
been  formed,  by  the  virtuous  and 
incomparable  perfon,  now  no 
more,  had  been  in  any  degree  de¬ 
parted  from*  After  enumerating 
thefe  principles,  and  averring  that 
he  fhould  reft  fatisfied,  to  be  pro¬ 
nounced  the  moft  infamous  of 
mankind,  if  he  fhould  continue  to 
act  a  moment  with  a  minifter,  who 
Should  depart  from  any  one  of 
them  ;  he  concluded  with  re¬ 
marking,  that,  for  his  part,  he 
look'ed  at  vieafures  only,  and  not 
men  ;  and  that  he  would  never  take 
a  part  in,  or  fcramble,  or  quarrel 
for,  places  or  power. 

This  called  up  Mr.  Fox  again, 
who  begged  the  houfe  would  ex- 

[M]  4  cufe 
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cufe  him  for  rifing  a  fecond  time, 
to  exculpate  himfelf,  not  only 
from  the  heavy  charge  of  having 
quitted  the  lervice  of  the  public, 
without  caufe,  but  againft  an  in- 
finuation  of  having  done  it  upon 
pique,  and  from  difappointment 
in  a  conteft  for  place  and  power. 
He  faid,  he  was  happy  in  being 
ab!e  to  anfwer  the  latter  charge 
effectually,  and  to  appeal  to  the 
right  honourable  general  himfelf, 
for  the  truth  of  his  affertions.  He 
then  declared,  that  before  the 
death  ot  the  noble  marquis,  and 
at  a  time  when  his  recovery  was 
hoped  for  with  great  confidence, 
he  had  in  a  full  cabinet  declared 
his  intention  of  refigning,  if  cer¬ 
tain  meafures  were  not  adopted. 
He  was  out-voted  in  that  council  • 
different  meafures  were  adopted  j 
and  as  he  looked  upon  thole  mea- 
iures  to  be  to  the  laft  degree  dan¬ 
gerous,  he  owed  it  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  country,  not  to  remain  any 
longer  in  a  filiation,  in  which  he 
could  not  act,  without  renouncing 
his  principles,  or  betraying  his 
truft  with  the  public. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  principles 
which  his  right  honourable  friend 
had  enumerated,  as  the  political 
creed  of  the  prefent  cabinet,  he 
could  only  fay,  that  was  the  firll 
time  of  his  having  ever  heard  that 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  had  fiub- 
Icribed  to  rhofe  articles  of  faith. 
On  the  contrary,  the  firft  had’ 
been  the  very  point,  on  which  the 
differe  nee  of  opinion  alluded  to, 
fub filled.  If  the  noble  earl  and 
the  cabinet  had  fince  that  time 
been  induced  to  adopt  a  different 
fyftem  of  meafures,  he  was  happy 
to  find  that  he  had  much  more 
weight  in  the  cabinet  when  out  of 
office,  than  he  ever  had  in  it. 


He  was  alfo  unhappy  to  fay, 
that  there  were  other  mod  ma¬ 
terial  points  on  which  he  and  his 
friends  differed  with  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne.  That  noble  perfon 
was  inclined  to  fkreen  from  juftice 
and  punishment  thofe  delinquents, 
who  had  deftroyed  our  poffeflions 
in  the  Eait,  and  who  had  involved 
us  in  thofe  calamities,  which  that 
houfe  was  labouring  fo  earneftly  to 
remedy.  He  had  been  deferibed  as 
a  friend  to  the  reduction  of  the 
influence  of  the  crown  ;  but  had 
he  not  at  the  fame  time  threatened 
parliament  with  the  exercife  of 
the  prerogative  of  .its  negative. 
With  relpect  to  the  objects  of  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill,  who  that  had  heard 
the  noble  perfon’s  loud  fpeeches, 
did  not  know,  that  he  profeffed  to 
treat  that  bill  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
tempt,  and  called  ic  trifling  and 
infignificant  ?  It  was  indeed  an 
infant,  a  pigmy,  in  comparifon  of 
the  promiles  of  that  noble  earl  ; 
but  he  was  convinced  it  would  be 
a  giant  in  comparifon  of  his  per¬ 
formances. 

This  brought  him  to  Hate  ano¬ 
ther  reafon  for  his  retiring,  which, 
he  faid,  he  diould  not  difguife  ; 
and  that  was  the  appointment  of 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne  to  the  office 
of  Firft  Lord  of  the  Treafury.  It 
was  naturally  to  have  been  ex¬ 
pected,  in  an  adminiftration  form¬ 
ed  on  the  principles,  on  which  that 
great  body  of  Whigs,  who  had  at¬ 
tached  themfeives  to  the  Marquis 
of  Rockingham,  had  uniformly 
acted,  that  on  the  deceafeof  that 
great  perfon,  whofe  virtues  had 
kept  them  fo  long  bound  together, 
the  man  would  be  fought  and  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fucceed  him,  who  moth 
refembled  •  him  in  character,  in 
influence,  in  popularity  ;  fuch  at 
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jeaft  were  bis  ideas;  and  the  eyes, 
he  believed,  ot  all  men,  were  na¬ 
turally  turned  to  the  Duke  ot  Port¬ 
land.  Inllead  of  this  noble  per- 
fon,  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  ie- 
lecled,  of  whom  he  could  not  truly 
fay  that  he  bore  any  relemblance 
to  his  predeceffor ;  perhaps  the  ex- 
aft  reverfe  might  come  near  the 
pifture.  He  did  not  mean  to  de¬ 
pute  the  right  of  the  King  to  no¬ 
minate  his  own  minifter ;  but  he 
contended  that  thole  who  went 
into  office  on  public  principles,  not 
only  had  a  right,  but  that  it  was 
their  duty,  to  be  iarisfied,  that 
none  were  introduced  into  the  ca¬ 
binet  who  were  hoftile  to  thoie 
principles.  If  the  court  chote  to 
revert  to  other  principles;  it  was 
certainly  competent  fo  to  do  :  but 
it  could  not  be  expefted  that  thole 
perforis  fliould  fuffer  themielves  to 
be  made  acceffiaries  in  reviving  a 
iyltem,  which  it  had  been  the  la¬ 
bour  of  their  whole  lives  to  de- 
ftroy. 

It  would  naturally  be  afked,  why 
then,  thinking  as  he  did  ot  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  he  had-  ever 
come  with  him  into  office  at  all  ? 
To  this  he  fliould  anfwer,  that  he 
had  ftrongly  objected  to  it  ;  that 
he  had  made  the  fame  objefbon  to 
another  noble  perlon,  (the  Lord 
Chancellor)  ;  that  he  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  fubmit  by  the  general  cry 
that  prevailed  of  forming  the  ad- 
miniftration  on  as  broad  a  bafis  a^ 
poffible  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  he 
had  a  fatisfaftory  pledge  for  the 
integrity  of  that  adminiftration  in 
the  noble  marquis  at  the  head  of 
it.  The  right  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  might,  but  he  could  not,  re¬ 
gard  with  indifference,  who  took 
the  lead  in  his  Majefty’s  councils. 
He  deemed  it  a  great  and  national 


objeft,  of  infinite  moment  to  every 
individual,  but  much  more  to  tbofe 
who  were  in  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  and  thill  more  to  to  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  cabinet  minifters. 
The  perlon  now  prefiding  at  the 
treafury  board  was  not  of  a  de- 
feriprion  to  demand  that  confi¬ 
dence  from  his  colleagues,  which 
in  i'uch  a  fiiuation  was  indilpen- 
fable. 

Thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other 
arguments  of  a  fimilar  kind,  were 
ftrongly  urged  by  Mr.  Fcx  in  jujf- 
tificanon  ot  the  part  he  had  afled. 
He  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
in  the  particular  fituation  in  which 
he  flood,  feveral  circumftances  op^ 
poled  tliemfelves  to  a  lull  vindica¬ 
tion  of  his  conduct.  It  was  none 
of  the  lea  ft,  that  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  at  liberty  to  fpeak  fo  freely 
n n d .  f  ully  as  he  had  accuftoriied 
himfelf  to  do  on  other  occasions- 
Details  would  in  this  cafe  be  im¬ 
proper;  and  yet,  without  a  very 
circumftantial  detail  of  fads,  i'uch 
as  he  did  not  think  it  became  him 
at  that  time  to  give,  he  was  fenfi- 
ble  his  defence  would  not  be  fo 
ftrong  and  complete,  as  otherwife 
it  was  eafy  to  have  made  it. 

After  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  John  Ca- 
vendiffi  got  up  and  contented  hirn- 
felf  with  declaring  in  general 
terms,  that  finding  a  different  fyf- 
tem  was  meant  to  be  purfued  from 
that  on  which  the  late  adininiftra- 
tion  had  been  formed,  and  finding 
it  impoffible  by  his  prefence  to 
prevent  it,  he  had  determined  to 
withdraw,  that  he  might  not  di¬ 
vide  the  cabinet,  and  render  it  the 
feene  of  confufion  it  had  been  in 
the  time  of  their  predeceffors. 

Mr.  William  Pitt  arraigned  the 
conduftof  the  late  fecretary  of  ftate 
in  the  fevered  terms.  It  was  evi¬ 
dent, 
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dent,  he  faid,  from  the  whole 
tenour  of  the  right  honourable 
gentleman's  fpeeches,  that  he  was 
more  at  variance  with  men  than 
their  meafures.  He  denied  that 
he  had  adduced  any  public  ground 
00  which  his  refignation  was  juf- 
ti liable.  He  deprecated  the  fatal 
confequences  of  diffention.  He 
conjured  the  people  to  give  the 
tnmifters  their  confidence  till  they 
had  fliewn  they  did  not  deferve  it; 
and  he  pledged  himfelf,  in  the 
moil  solemn  manner,  that,  when¬ 
ever  he  taw  things  going  wrong, 
lie  fliould  firft  endeavour  to  let 
fheiii  right  $  but  failing  in  that 
effort,  he  ftiouid  be  the  firft  to  re- 
Itnqurfli  his  prelent  political  con¬ 
nexions. 

This  cqnverfation,  which  con¬ 
tinued  to  a  fate  hour  in  the  night, 
was  dofed  by  Mr.  Lee.  He  laid, 
lie  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every 
Jiaaefr  man  to  relign  his  office  the 
moment  he  found  public  meafures 
were  carrying  on  of  which  he  could 
not  approve.  The  appointment 
of  a  mmifler  unqualified  for  his 
fixation  was  undoubtedly  a  mea- 
fisre  of  that  kind.  He  had  heard 
much  of  diffention,  but  he  had 
not  been  one  perfon  ftep  forward 
to  fay  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  was 
&  fit  and  proper  perfon  for  the 
high  office  he  held.  If  there  was 
any  fueh  perfon,  he  wifiied  to  hear 
him. 

The  noble  earl  to  be  fure  pof- 
fefTed  fplendid  talents,  had  fome 
friends,  and  was  now  in  a  way  to 
make  more.  But  the  minifter  of 
this  country  fbould  have  other  en¬ 
dowments.  He  fhould  join  to  a 
found  head.,  a  purity  of  mind,  a 
ileadbiefs  of  principle,  and  an  un- 
fafpeCted  integrity.  Were  thefe, 
fee  demanded,  the  reputed  chavacr- 


terifticks  of  the  nobleman  juft  ex¬ 
alted  to  the  principal  department 
of  the  ftate.  To  put  him  at  the 
head  of  affairs  in  this  plain  and 
open  hearted  country,  was  to  put 
him  out  of  his  element.  The 
people  of  England  were  incapable 
of  finelle,  and  not  fond  of  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  government  of  thole 
who  praftifed  it.  The  treafury 
too  required  a  fober,  honeft,  in- 
duftrious,  fteady  commiffioner  at 
its  head.  It  was  not  an  oftenta- 
tious  affectation  of  uniting  the 
man  of  fcience  and  the  fine  gen¬ 
tleman  :  the  technical  jargon  of 
arts,  and  the  gibberifh  of  courts ; 
the  pedantry  of  fcholaftiek  nos¬ 
trums,  and  the  abftrufe  theorems 
of  mechaniffti,  that  would  create 
refpeCt  and  confequence  in  that 
high  office.  Who  knows  nor, 
fays  he,  how  eafily  a  head  filled 
with  fuch  materials  may  be  turned 
upfide  down  ?  He  concluded  with 
fome  obfervations  on  the  youth  and 
inexperience  of  the  new  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  to  whofe  extra¬ 
ordinary  abilities  he,  neverthelefs, 
paid  the  h igheft  compliments.  He 
laid,  there  was  an  obvious  inten¬ 
tion  of  trifling  with  the  people  by 
bringing  forward  one  of  their  fa¬ 
vourites  as  a  compenfation  for  in¬ 
tuiting  another ;  but  though  the 
honourable  gentleman  would  adorn 
any  fcene  in  which  his  part  was 
properly  call,  yet  he  did  not  think 
the  confidence  of  the  people  would 
be  much  increafed,  by  putting  the 
complicated  bufinefs  of  our  finances 
into  the  hands  of  a  boy. 

Next  day,  the  fame 
interefting  lubjeCt  was 
difcuffed  in  the  Houle  of  Lords. 
The  Duke  of  Richmond  followed 
General  Conway  in  declaring,  that 
fo  long  as  the  great  principles  on 
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which  the  late  adminiftration  had 
been  formed  was  adhered  to,  (and 
lie  had  no  reafon  to  imagine  they 
would  be  abandoned)  he  fhould 
continue  to  ad  with  and  fupport 
the  noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  rofe  next, 
and  made  a  copious  defence  of 
himfelf  and  the  late  proceedings. 
He  declared,  that  his  being  placed 
in  the  high  office  he  then  held* 
had  not  been  the  confequence  of 
perfonal  ambition  or  the  love  of 
power  ;  on  the  contrary,  he  affirmed 
that  three  months  ago,  the  fame 
situation  was  moft  ceriainly  within 
his  reach,  but  that  he  had  exert¬ 
ed  his  utmoil  efforts  to  place  the 
noble  marquis  there.  To  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  that  adminiftration 
was  formed,  be  folemnly  profeffed 
the  moft  inviolable  attachment.  It 
was  true,  he  faid,  that  he  differed 
in  opinion  on  other  points  with 
fome  of  his  then  colleagues  ;  but 
it  would  not  be  expeded  that  he 
fhould  lightly  give  up  all  thofe  con- 
flitutional  ideas,  which  for  feven- 
teen  years  he  had  imbibed  from  his 
mafter  in  politicks,  the  late  Earl 
of  Chatham.  That  earl  had  al¬ 
ways  declared,  that  this  country 
ought  not  to  be  governed  by  a 
party  or  fadion.  If  the  power 
which  others  wifhed  to  affume,  of 
veiling  in  the  cabinet  the  right  of 
appointing  to  all  places,  and  filling 
up  all  vacancies,  fhould  once  be 
eltablifhed,  the  King  muft  then 
referable  the  King  of  the  Marrat- 
tas,  who  had  nothing  of  lovereign- 
ty  but  the  name. 

He  lamented  the  lofs  of  the  two 
refpedable  charaders,  that  had 
withdrawn  themlelves  from  the 
cabinet,  but  imputed  their  condud 
to  very  different  motives.  One 
pf  them,  he  faid,  a  noble  lord 


diftinguiilied  for  the  purity  and 
chaftiiy  of  his  mind,  and  lor  his 
unimpeached  integrity,  had  at  firft 
been  brought  with  difficulty  into 
the  public  lervice.  His  love  of 
retirement  rendered  him  extreme¬ 
ly  averfe  from  office,  and  on  the 
death  of  his  lamented  friend,  he 
could  no  longer  endure  to  remain 
in  an  adive  feene.  With  refped 
to  the  other  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman,  he  declared,  that  in  his 
opinion  there  was  no  other  reafon 
for  his  feceffion,  than  his  Majefty’s 
having  been  pleafed  to  appoint  him 
(the  Earl  of  Shelburne)  firft  lord 
ot  the  trealurv. 

j 

On  the  fubjed  of  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  America,  his  opinions 
were  ftill  the  fame  ;  but  circum- 
ftances  had  changed  ;  and  he  now 
faw  it  was  become  a  neceft'arv  evil, 
to  which  this  country  muft  fubmit, 
to  avoid  a  greater. 

With  retped  to  the  penfion 
granted  to  Mr.  Barre,  he  could 
only  fay  that  it  originated  with  the 
noble  marquis,  now  no  more,  and 
that  it  had  been  bellowed  on  his 
light  honourable  friend  as  a  com- 
penfation  for  giving  up  his  pre- 
tenfions  to  the  pay-office.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  he  had  a  letter  in 
his  poffeftion  from  that  noble  per- 
fon,  in  which  the  propofal  was 
contained . 

The  day  following,  T  ,  , 

before  hisMajefty  came  ^  1 1 1  j- 
to  the  Houle  of  Lords,  the  Earl  of 
Derby  got  up,  and  faid,  that  in 
confequence  of  what  had  fallen 
Horn  a  noble  earl  the  day  before, 
lefpeding  the  resignation  of  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  ftate,  he  had 
been  authorifed  by  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  to  declare, 
that  the  affertion  then  made  was 
n,ot  fpunded  in  fad,  but  on  the 
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contrary  was  a  dired  deviation 
from  the  truth. 

Having  called  on  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  ot  the  cabinet  to  confirm  or 
con  trad  id  thefe  affertions,  the  D. 
of  Richmond  and  Lord  Keppel, 
declared,  that  the  right  honourable 
gentleman  alluded  to,  had  un¬ 
doubtedly  differed  in  opinion  from 
other  members  of  his  Maje  fly’s 
council,  on  fubjeds  of  the  utmofl 
importance  ;  and  that  finding  him- 
felf  in  a  minority,  he  had  openly 
avowed  his  intention  to-  refign  on 
than  account,  at  a  time  when  the 
health  of  the  Marquis  of  Rock¬ 
ingham  was  in  fo  haltering  a  (late, 
as  to  make  the  event,  which  was 
feppofed  to  have  given  rife  to  the 
conteil  for  power,  not  at  ail  to  be 
apprehended. 

The  fame  day,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  Mr.  Burke  and  Lord 
John  Cavendifh,  denied,  in  the 
xn oil  dired  terms,  the  truth  of  the 
drcumftances  relative  to  the  grant 
©f  Mr,  Barre’s  penfion,  as  well  as 
their  beiief  of  the  exiftence  of  the 
letter  alluded  to. 

The  limits  within  which  it  is 
meceffary  to  confine  this  volume, 
have  not  permitted  us  to  enter  into 
a  detail  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaft-India  Company. 
The  two  committees  continued  to 
it  during  the  whole  feffion  with 
iinremitted  diligence  and  applica¬ 
tion.  Their  reports  were  volumi¬ 
nous  beyond  example,  and  uni- 
werfally  allowed  to  be  drawn  up 
with  the  greateft  ability  and  judg¬ 
ment. 

On  the  ground  of  the  reports 
brought  up  from  the  fecret  com¬ 
mittee,  the  Lord  Advocate  of  Scot¬ 
land,  their  chairman,  moved  i  1 1 
refo-liations.  Thefe  were  divided 


into  ciaffes,  each  of  which  confided 
of  three  ci ifti nCt  heads  ;  the  two 
firft,  of  a  public  and  general  nature; 
the  third,  of  perlonal  culpability. 
The  firft  clafs  regarded  the  gene¬ 
ral  fyftem  of  our  government  in 
th  e  Eaft,  and  concluded  with  a 
fevere  cenfure  on  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Haftings  and  Mr.  Horniby, 
and  a  declaration  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  direftors  to  take  the 

j  # 

neceffary  legal  fteps  for  recalling 
them.  The  fecond  and  third  clal- 
fes  related  to  the  affairs  of  the  Car¬ 
natic,  and  on  thefe  a  bill  of  pains 
and  penalties  on  Sir  Thomas  Ruin- 
bold,  j.  Whitehill,  and  F.  Perring, 
Efqrs.  was  brought  in. 

The  reports  of  the  feled  com¬ 
mittee  had  not  advanced  to  the 
fame  ftate  of  forward nefs.  The 
refolutions  moved  by  their  chair¬ 
man,  General  Smith,  were  only 
ten  in  number.  The  three  firft 
were  to  cenfure  the  conduct  of  Mr, 
Sullivan  the  chairman  of  the  court 
of  directors,  by  whole  negled  of 
duty  in  delaying  to  tranfmit  the 
ad  for  the  regulation  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  to  their  fervants  in  India, 
the  good  purpofes  of  the  faid  ad 
for  regulating  the  judicature,  and 
relieving  the  three  unhappy  native 
judges  confined  in  prifon  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  might  be  fruftrated.  The 
two  following  were  cenfures  on, 
the  fame  Mr.  Sullivan,  for  admini- 
ftering  an  oath  of  fecrecy  to  one  of 
the  fecretaries  of  the  company,  re- 
ftraining  him  from  giving  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  committee.  The 
next  three  related  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  by 
Mr.  Haftings,  to  an  office  held  at 
the  will  of  the  governor-general, 
contrary  to  the  intent  of  the  ad  of 
the  13th  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  Eaft-India 

Company. 
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Company.  On  rbefe  refolutions, 
an  ad  dr  efs  to  his  Majettv  was 
agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  to  recall 
the  faid  Sir  Elijah  Impey.  The 
two  lafl  were  for  the  purpofe  of 
bringing  in  a  new  a<5t  to  afcertain 
the  power  of  the  governor-general 
and  council  of  Bengal  ;  ai  d  to 
reduce  into  one  a£t  the  feveral  a£ts 
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made  for  the  regulation  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  to  amend  and  explain 
the  fame. 

The  King’s  fpeech,  at  the  pro¬ 
rogation  which  took  place  on  the 
1  ith  of  July,  turned  on  the  ufual 
topicks,  and  kept  intirely  free 
from  any  allufion  to  the  politicks 
of  the  tune. 


CHAP.  IX. 

Retrofpeblive  view  of  affairs  in  North  America  and  the  Weft -Indies ,  in  the 
year  1781.  South  Carolina •  Rattle  at  the  Futaw  Springs.  Col. 
Stuart ,  with  the  Britijh  forces ,  retires  to  Charles  Town.  lftand  of 
St.  Euftatitis  furprized  and  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille.  Dutch 
feitlements  of  Demerary  and  Iffequibo  recovered  by  France.  Marquis  de 
Bouille  invades  the  iftand  of  St.  Chriftopher s,  with  8,000  men,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1782,  and  is  Jupported  by  the  Count  de  Graffe, 
with  a  great  fleet.'  Gen.  Fr  after  and  the  Governor ,  with  the  Jew  troops 
on  the  iftand,  retire  to  Brimftonc  Hill.  Gallant  attempt  made  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  to  fave  the  iftand  : 
draws  the  enemy  out  to  fea ,  and  then  fteizes  the  anchorage  ground  in  Baffe- 
terre  Road ,  which  they  had  juft  quitted.  French  fleet  repeatedly  attack 
the  Fnglijh  jquadron ,  and  are  repuljed  with  loft.  Works  on  Brimftone 
Hilly  in  no  degree  anfwerable  to  the  ftrength  of  the  Jituation .  Gallant 
defence  made  by  the  garrijon.  All  the  attempts  made  by  the  Admiral, 
and  by  Gen.  Prefcot,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  prove  ineftebiual.  The 
works  and  buildings  on  the  top  of  the  hill  being  almoft  entirely  defrayed, 
Gen.  Frafer  and  Gov.  Shirley  are  obliged  to  capitulate,  and  obtain  con - 
ditions  highly  honourable  to  the  garrijon ,  and  advantageous  to  the  iftand. 
Fnglijh  Jquadron  flip  their  cablesy  and  return  to  Barbadoes.  Nevis  and 
Montjerrat  follozv  the  fortune  of  St.  Chriftopher  s.  Formidable  prepa¬ 
rations  by  France  and  Spain  for  the  invafion  of  Jamaica.  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives  with  a  ftrong  reinforcement  from  England  and 
takes  the  command  of  the  fleet.  Fails  in  his  defegn  of  intercepting  the 
French  convoy  from  Breft.  Puts  into  St.  Lucia  to  reft,  and  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  enemy.  Qbjebls ,  and  rej'pebiive  force ,  of  the  com¬ 

manders  on  both  fides.  Perilous  fate  of  the  Fnglijh  affairs  in  the  Weft- 
Indies.  M.  de  Graffe  proceeds  with  his  fleet  and  a  great  convoy  from 
Fort- Royal,  in  order  to  form  a  j unbiion  101th  the  French  and  Spanijb 
forces  at  Hifpaniola.  Is  immediately  pur/ued  by  Sir  George  Rodneys, 
Partial  engagement  between  the  French  fleet  and  the  van  of  the  Englijh , 
on  the  <jth  of  April.  Great  fea-ftght  on  the  12 th,  which  lafts  from 
fun-rife  to  fun-jet .  Gallantry  dif played  on  both  Jides.  French  fleet  en¬ 
tirely  routed.  The  Count  de  Graffe  taken  in  the  Ville  de  Paris .  Four 
other  Jhips  of  the  line  taker.,  and  $7ie  funk .  V arious  particulars  of  the 

abiion . 
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afltion.  Cefar ,  one  of  the  French  prizes ,  blo  wn  up  on  the  night  of  the 
battle.  Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  detached  "with  a  fquadron ,  in  purfuit  of 
the  enemy.  Fakes  tzvo  French  Jhips  of  the  line*  and  two  frigates ,  in  the 
Mona  pajfage.  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  with  the  Count  de  Grajfe  and 
the  prizes  to  Jamaica .  Confequences  of  the  late  ‘vittory.  Honours  to  the 
fuccefsful  commanders.  Lord  Rodney  returns  to  England ,  and  is  fucceeded 
by  Admiral  Pigot.  Inactivity  of  the  oppofite  armies  in  North  America ,  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  refolutions  of  Parliament ,  and  by  the  fubfequent  negociations 


for  peace. 

TH  E  natural  boundaries 
which  ferved  in  home  de¬ 
gree  to  reftrain  hollility,  and  to 
throw  South  Carolina  into  two 
great  allotments,  which  were 
refpeCtively  held  by  the  Royal 
and  the  American  forces,  could 
no  longer  produce  their  effect, 
than  while  equal  ftrength  or  mu¬ 
tual  weaknefs  prevented  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  either  party.  The  calm 
which  attended  and  fucceeded  the 
new  partition  arrangement  made 
by  Lord  Rawdon  a  little  before 
his  departure  from  that  province, 
accordingly  hilled  no  longer,  than 
until  Gen.  Greene  had  received 
fuch  reinforcements  from  without, , 
and  had  ufed  fuch  internal  means 
in  forming  and  difeiplining  the 
Hate  troops  and  militia  of  the  two 
Ctrolinas,  a»  he  fuppofed  would 
enable  him  to  a£t  with  effeCt.  As 
foon  as  thele  ends  were  attained, 
he  marched  with  his  forces  from 
the  high  hills  of  Santee,  in  order 
to  pafs  the  Congaree  River,  and 
! 0  attack  Col.  Stewart,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  Britilli  forces  then  in 
the  field. 

That  officer  was  polled  at  a 
Col.  Thompfon’s,  near  M‘Cord’s 
Feriv,  on  the  Congaree;  his 
troops  were  fickly,  bread  was 
fcarce,  and  a  fuppiy  of  provifion 
was  then  on  its  way  to  join  him. 
Upon  this  movement  of  the  ene¬ 
my  he  judged  it  neceffary,  for  the 


fecurity  of  his  convoy,  and  pro¬ 
bably  other  reaions,  to  fall  back 
about  40  miles,  to  a  place  called 
the  Eutaw  Springs,  which  lie 
about  60  miles  north  of  Charles 
Town.  Greene,  however,  Hill 
purfued  his  defign  of  attacking 
him,  to  which  he  was  now  farther 
ftimulated,  by  underltanding  that 
Col.  Stewart  intended  to  eftablifii 
a  {frong  and  permanent  poll  at 
the  Eutaws,  (for  which  the  place 
was  admirably  qualified)  to  ferve 
as  a  rampart  on  that  fide,  to  a 
new  and  more  contracted  line  of 
frontier.  The  former  had  palTed 
the  river  at  Howel’s  Ferry  :  and 
upon  coming  to  this  determi¬ 
nation,  he  fent  back  his  baggage 
and  (tores  to  that  place,  and  pur- 
fui'ng  his  march  until  he  arrived 
within  feven  miles  of  the  Eutaws, 
encamped  in  the  evening  at  a 
plantation  called  BardweiBs  ;  from 
whence  he  proceeded  early  the 
next  morning  to  attack  rhe  royal 
forces. 

Gen.  Greene’s  order  of  battle 
feems  to  have  been  rather  pecu¬ 
liar  ;  an  obfervation  by  no  means 
intended  to  arraign  his  judgment. 
His  firft  line  confided  only  of  two 
battalions  of  South  Carolina,  and 
two  battalions  of  North  Carolina 
militia  ;  whiltl  his  great  llrength 
was  placed  in  the  lecond,  which 
was  compofed  of  three  brigades  of 
Continental  troo-ps,  including  two 
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battalions  of  Virginians,  two  of 
Marylanders,  and  three  of  North 
Carolinians.  Col.  Lee,  with  his 
legion,  covered  one  flank,  and 
Henderfon,  £with  the  (late  troops 
of  South  Carolina,  the  other. 
Col.  Wafhington,  with  his  ca¬ 
valry,  and  the  (late  troops  of  De¬ 
laware,  under  a  Captain,  formed 
a  corps  de  referve.  Brig.  Gen. 
Marion  commanded  the  fiifl  line  ; 
and  Sumner  the  North  Carolina 
troops.  No  certain  eftimare  can 
be  formed  of  the  amount  of  the 
American  forces.  The  Englifh  ac¬ 
counts  (late  them  at  about  4,000. 
Greene  himfelf  gives  no  clue  ; 
but  loofely  obferves,  that  they 
were  much  inferior  to  the  enemy 
in  number  ;  and  in  his  publiflied 
letter,  feems  ftudioufly  to  repre- 
fent  the  battalions  in  general  as 
being  “  very  finall.”  The  firfl: 
line  advanced  with  two  three- 
pounders,  and  the  fecond  with 
two  fix-pounders. 

In  the  morning 
y  march.  Col.  Wafhing¬ 
ton,  with  the  trpops 
that  covered  the  flanks,  formed 
an  advanced  guard,  and  about 
four  miles  from  the  Eutaws,  fell 
in  with  Major  Coffin  with  a  de¬ 
tached  "party  of  horfe  and  light 
infantry,  who,  after  fome  firing, 
fell  back  to  the  Britifh  main 
body  ;  which,  by  the  American 
accounts,  was  drawn  up  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  between  two  and 
three  miles  in  the  front  of  their 
camp.  The  action  commenced 
at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  lalled 
four  hours,  without  intermiffion. 
As  the  battle  was  fought  in  the 
woods,  and  the  conflict  obfti- 
nately  maintained  on  both  fides, 
it  was  fubjedl  to  much  vicifiitude  ; 
fo  that  different  wings  and  parties 
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on  each,  were  vigors  and  vaiw 
quifhed  by  turns  ;  chance,  and 
accidental  conjunction,  frequently 
varying  the  fortune  of  the  fight. 
It  is  impcffible  to  reconcile  the 
Engl ilb  and  American  accounts, 
they  differ  fo  totally  in,  almoft, 
every  part  of  the  relation.  Both 
fides  claimed  the  victory,  and  both 
had  fome  ground  for  the  claim  - 
both  fides  held  out  the  highefl 
praifes  to  their  officers  and  men, 
for  the  eminent  fervices  which 
they  performed,  and  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  valour  they  difplayed  ; 
and  the  praife  was  undoubtedly, 
in  the  highefl  degree,  merited  on 
both.  The  contradictions  which 
appear  in  the  oppofite  accounts, 
are  not  to  be  entirely  attributed' 
to  defigned  mifreprefentation  on 
either  fide.  The  nature  of  the 
ground,  contra<5fed  the  fphere  of 
obfervation  within  a  very  narrow 
compafs  :  and  report  is  feldom  to 
be  relied  on  as  the  bafis  of  truth. 
The  confequences  muft  therefore 
be  confidered  as  the  befl  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  adtion. 

It  admits  of  no  doubt,  that  the 
conflict  was  exceedingly  fevere, 
and  abounded  with  inftancesof  the 
highefl;  gallantry  on  both  fides. 
The  Americans  were  now  inured 
to  arms  and  danger  ;  arid  the  pro¬ 
vincial  militia,  who  alone  led  on 
the  attack  in  the  firft  line,  not 
only  fought  with  all  the  fpirit, 
but  with  all  the  perfeverance  of 
old  and  well  tried  foldiers.  The 
bayonet,  which  had  fo  long  been 
dreadful  to  the  Americans,  feems 
now'  to  have  become  their  fa¬ 
vourite  weapon.  General  Greene 
particularly  attributes  the  vidlory 
(which  he  claims  as  indifputable) 
to  the  fierce  and  irrefiftible  attack 
of  the  Virginia  and  Maryland 
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troops,  who,  he  fays,  rufhed  on 
through  a  hot  cannonade  and  a 
fhower  of  bullets,  to  charge  the 
enemy  with  the  bayonet. 

Jt  would  leem  upon  the  who’e, 
though  not  acknowledged  on  our 
fjde,  that  the  royal  troops  were 
driven  back,  through  a  continued 
feries  of  hard  fighting,  and  with 
the  lofs  of  two  pieces  of  cannon, 
as  far  as  their  camp.  That  there, 
as  brave  and  experienced  foldier:;, 
ftill  poftefling  their  judgment  and 
faculties,  in  the  height  of  tumult, 
and  the  extremity  of  danger,  they 
at  once  perceived,  and  as  in- 
ftantly  feized,  the  advantages, 
which  the  ftrong  ground  they 
were  then  on  afforded.  A  large 
and  ftrong  brick  houfe,  of  three 
ftories,  with  its  adjoining  offices 
and  enciofures,  was  immediately 
occupied  by  a  large  party  ;  ano¬ 
ther  lodged  themfelves  in  an  al- 
inoft  impenetrable  coppice  of  rug¬ 
ged  underwood,  called  in  that 
country  Biack  Jack  ;  while  a 
third  took  poffefiion  of  a  pallifa- 
doed  garden.  Thus  covered  in 
front,  tiitir  flanks  were  well  fe- 
cured  by  a  deep  ravine,  and  other 
difficulties  of  ground. 

Here  then  the  engagement  was 
renewed,  with  frefh  vigour,  and 
with  greater  leverity  than  before. 
The  Americans  brought  up  the 
two  pieces  of  cannon  they  had 
taken,  along  with  their  own  fix- 
pounders,  to  attack  the  Brick 
Houfe  ;  while  Col.  Wafhington, 
with  the  greateft  gallantry,  made 
repeated  attempts  to  ftorm  the 
coppice.  All  their  efforts  on  both 
tides  were  ineffectual.  The  fire 
from  the  one  was  too  fevere  to  be 
long  em  ured  ;  and  Wafhington 
was  wounded  and  taken  pritoner, 
in  his  iaft  attack  upon  the  cop¬ 


pice.  The  Americans,  after  a 
fore  lofs,  were  obliged  to  retreat  ; 
and  having,  in  the  eagernefs  of 
attack,  pufhed  their  guns  too 
dole  to  the  Brick  Houfe,  their 
artillery  men  and  officers  were  not 
only  deftroyed,  but  the  fire  was 
fo  intolerable,  that  they  could 
neither  bring  off  the  cannon,  nor 
the  wounded,  which  were  within 
its  command.  General  Greene  ac¬ 
knowledges,  that  he  found  it  ne- 
ceflary,  in  order  to  fpare  the 
effufion  of  blood,  to  draw  his 
troops  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
Englifli  fire  ;  but  his  fubfequent 
retreat  of  feven  miles,  to  his 
camp  at  Bardwell’s,  he  attributes 
entirely  to  the  want  of  water  ;  a 
want  (if  real)  undoubtedly  of  fuch 
a  nature,  zs  could  not  but  be  fe- 
verely  felt  through  the  ccurfe  of 
fo  long  a  march,  fo  hot  a  day, 
and  fo  fevere  an  aCtion. 

Thefe  circumftances  afforded 
fair  ground  to  the  Britifli  com-* 
mander,  whereon  to  reft  his  claim 
of  victory.  But  others  were  not 
equally  concurrent  ;  and  his  fitu- 
ation  and  force  did  not  admit, 
that  the  confequence  of  the  aCtion 
fhouid  fupport  the  claim  with 
effect.  It  was  certainly  a  great 
and  ffioft  gallant  recovery  *  fuch 
as  is  not  often  equalled  in  fimilar 
circumftances  ;  and  in  which  the 
officers  and  troops  had  a  higher 
claim  to  honour,  than  the  molt 
complete  victory  might  have  af¬ 
forded  in  other  inftances.  Greene 
boafts  that  he  took  500  priloners  ; 
(including  in  that  number  70 
wounded,  who,  he  fays,  the  royal 
forces  left  behind  them  on  their 
retreat  the  following  day)  that  he 
left  a  ftrong  picket  on  the  field  of 
battle  ;  that  he  collected  all  his 
wounded,  excepting  thole  who 
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lay  under  the  fire  of  the  Brick 
Houle;  that,  early  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning,  he  detached  Lee 
and  Marion  on  the  way  to  Charles 
Town,  as  well  to  prevent  luc- 
cours  from  thence,  as  to  embar- 
rals  the  retreat  of  the  main  body 
whilft  he  purfued  them  ;  and,  that 
the  fugitives  from  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle  had  lpread  luch  an  alarm,  that 
the  Englifh  burnt  their  (lores  at 
Dorchefter,  and  abandoned  their 
pod  at  Fair  Lawn.  He  acknow¬ 
ledges  the  lofs  of  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  but  fays  he  brought  oft 
one  of  theirs. 

We  are  left  as  much  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  numbers  on  the 
royal  fide,  as  we  are  with  refpedt 
to  the  American.  Col.  Stewart 
feems  apprehenfi  ve,  as  well  as 
Greene,  that  it  might  be  i  mag  in- 
ed  from  the  various  corps  dated 
to  be  under  his  command,  that 
his  force  was  confiderab'y  greater 
than  it  really  was.  It  may  well 
be  fuppoled,  that  from  the  cli¬ 
mate  as  welj  as  from  other  caufes, 
they  were  refpectively  very  thin. 
Letters  from  Charles  Town,  at 
the  time,  loofely  dated  Stewart’s 
force,  as  being  about  2,000. 

The  lofs  on  the  American  fide, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  by  their 
own  account,  amounted  to  be¬ 
tween  five  and  fix  hundred.  That 
of  officers,  which  could  not  be 
concealed,  v/as  very  confiderable. 
One  lieutenant-colonel,  one  ma¬ 
jor,  fix  , captains,  and  eight  other 
commidioned  officers,  were  killed. 
Five  lieutenant-colonels,  thirteen 
captains,  and  twenty-five  lieute¬ 
nants,  were  wounded.  On  our 
fide,  only  three  commidioned  offi¬ 
cers  were  killed  on  the  fpot,  but 
feveral  died  of  their  wounds.  The 
whole  number  of  men  (lain  is  rated 
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only  at  eighty-five  ;  the  wounded 
at  351,  of  which  fixteen  were 
commidioned  officers  ;  and  the 
milling  at  257  ;  of  thefe  were  ten 
commidioned  officers,  fifteen  fer- 
jeants,  and  eight  drummers.  We 
mention  thefe  little  particulars,  as 
they  ferve  in  fome  fort  to  iliew 
the  diverfity  and  various  fortune 
of  the  a&ion.  No  notice  is  taken 
in  Col.  Stewart’s  account  or  re-/ 
turn,  of  fifteen  commidioned  offi¬ 
cers,  whom,  Greene  particularly 
fpecifies,  to  have  been  admitted 
to  their  paroles  on  the  field  of 
battle.  As  this  return  was  dated 
before  the  retreat  from  the  Eutawss 
it  could  not  include  the  feventy 
wounded,  who  were  faid  to  have 
been  left  behind  on  that  occafion. 
Thefe,  though  it  was  made  a 
matter  of  boad,  could  only  have 
been  left  behind,  from  their 
wounds  being  in  too  bad  a  (late 
to  admit  of  a  removal.  Col. 
Stewart  was  himfelf  wounded,  and 
is  faid  to  have  been  taken  pri- 
ioner,  and  afterwards  re-taken. 
Every  royal  officer,  who  had  the 
fmallefl  command,  even  to  that; 
of  a  company,  had  an  opportunity 
of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  in  fome 
marked  degree,  which,  in  more 
fortunate  feafons,  and  circum- 
ftances  of  lefs  general  exertion, 
would  have  been  deemed  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  public  notice  and  ap- 
plaufe. 

The  royal  forces  decamped  on 
the  following  evening.  Greene 
pretends  that  they  ftaved  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  rum,  and  deftroyed  many 
(lores,  through  the  want  of  car¬ 
riages  ;  but  what  feems  utterly 
improbable,  he  farther  advances, 
that  above  1,000  fniall  arms  were 
found,  which  they  had  broken, 
and  hidden  in  the  Eutaw  Springs. 
[*N]  In 
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In  the  mean  time,  Major  M‘ Ar¬ 
thur  was  difpatched  with  fo  ftrong 
a  detachment  from  Charles  Town, 
to  meet  the  returning  forces,  that 
Marion  and  Lee  could  not  hazard 
the  fmalleft  attempt  to  interrupt 
his  purpoie  ;  and  Greene’s  purfuit 
as  far  as  Harrifon’s  Swamp,  was 
probably  a  mere  matter  of  parade, 
without  the  final  left  hope  of  being 
at  all  able  to  diftutb  the  retreat. 
From  that  time,  the  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  Chatles  Town,  and 
of  the  neighbouring  great  riv¬ 
ers,  became  the  fcene  of  a  fmall, 
cruel,  and  defuhory  war,  in  which, 
excepting  the  delign  of  ftraiten- 
ening  the  capital  and  its  garri- 
fon  on  the  one  fide,  provisions, 
plunder,  and  the  gratification  of 
mutual  animofiry,  were  the  only 
ohjedts. 

The  lofs  of  the  Dutch  Ifiand 
of  St.  Eutfatius,  marked  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  year  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
of  -whofe  aftivity  and  generofity 
as  an  enemy  we  have  had  frequent 
occafion  to  take  notice,  learning 
the  fecurity  and  negligence  of  the 
governor  and  garrifon,  w'as  there¬ 
by  induced  to  undertake  the  other¬ 
wise  hopelefs  talk,  of  furprizing 
and  reducing  the  Ifiand.  He  em¬ 
barked  about  2,000  men  for  this 
purpofe,  in  a  number  of  fmall  vef- 
feis  at  Martinique,  and  knowing 
that  the  only  practicable  landing 
place  in  the  ifiand  was  left  open 
and  unguarded,  he  took  his  mea- 
lures  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  ar¬ 
rive  before  it  betimes  in  the  night. 
The  land  in  g  was  however  fo  bad, 
the  furf  fo  high,  and  the  funken 
rocks-4b  numerous  and  dangerous, 
that  he  loft  his  boats,  and  had 
many  of  his  men  drowned  in 
the  attempt.  By  the  utmcft  per- 


feverance  and  courage  he  could 
only  land  400  men  by  day-break, 
and  the  means  of  landing  more 
were  then  at  an  end.  He  faw  at 
once  the  danger  of  his  fituation, 
that  all  affiftance  from  his  fhips, 
and  means  of  retreat,  were  equally 
cut  off ;  and  confidering  the  gar¬ 
rifon  to  be  nearly  double  his  own 
number,  that  nothing  but  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a  vigorous  pufti  and  bold 
adventure,  could  poffibly  fave  him- 
fe If  and  his  troops,  from  being 
either  made  prifoners  or  cut  to 
pieces. 

The  landing  place  was  about 
two  leagues  diftant  from  the  town 
and  fort ;  and  the  way  was  not 
only  extremely  difficult  in  all  its 
parts,  but  was  interfered  by  a 
defile  in  the  hills,  where  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  could  have  flopped  ihe 
approach  of  an  army.  The  gar¬ 
rifon  confifted  of  the  thirteenth  and 
fifteenth  regiments,  excepting  their 
light  infantry  and  grenadier  com¬ 
panies,  wffiich  had  been  called 
away  upon  feme  other  fervice  ; 
bur  the  remaining  number  was  not 
much  lefs  than  700  men  ;  a  force, 
which  in  lefs  unfortunate  times, 
could  not  have  been  fafely  ap¬ 
proached  by  an  equal,  much  lefs 
an  inferior  enemy.  The  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  inftead  of  defpairing  in 
his  untoward  fituation,  boldly  and 
wifely  placed  a  full  truft  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  negligence  of  hi* 
enemy,  and  the  confequent  pro¬ 
bability  of  a  furprize.  The  troops 
landed  were  likewife  among  the 
beft  in  France,  being  principally 
compofed  of  Count  ^Dillon’s  re¬ 
giment  -  a  part  of  that  Irifli  bri¬ 
gade,  which  has  been  fo  long  and 
fo  highly  diftinguifhed  for  its  va¬ 
lour,  and  the  excellency  of  the 
troops,  and  which  the  ill  policy 
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both  of  England  and  Ireland  has 
driyeo  into  the  French  fervice. 
The  red  uniform  of  thefe  troops, 
being  the  fame  as  the  Englifh,  con¬ 
tributed  greatly  to  facilitate  and 
give  effect  to  the  enterprize. 

m  r  .  A  division  of  the 
Nov.  26th.  .r 

garrilon  were  going 

through  their  exercifes  in  a  field 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  fort  ; 
but  the  greater  part  were  difperied 
in  quarters  in  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  and  as  it  was  only  about 
lun-rife,  many  were  poifibly  in 
bed.  A  volley  of  final!  arms,  fired 
almoft  at  their  breads,  and  which 
killed  feveral  men,  was  the  firft 
knowledge  which  the  foldiers  at' 
exercile  had  of  their  danger.  It 
was  an  infra  nee,  perhaps,  without 
parallel  by  day-light.  They  were 
incapable  of  refinance.  Thole  in 
quarters  hurried  headlong  to  the 
fort,  and  clogged  the  draw-bridge 
in  luch  a  manner  that  it  could 
not  be  raifed,  until  the  enemy 
entered  pell-mell  along  with  them. 
Lieut.  Col.  Cockburne,  command¬ 
ant  or  governor,  who  had  been 
taking  an  early  ride,  returned  juft 
at  the  inftant  of  the  furprize, 
and  was  made  prifoner  on  horfe- 
back.  The  ifland  was  loft  in  a 
few  minutes,  and  without  the 
expence  of  a  man  to  the  enemy. 

It  has  not  often  happened  that 
Englifh  troops  have  met  with  lo 
fignal  a  dilgrace. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille  be¬ 
haved  with  his  ufual  magnani¬ 
mity.  A  confiderable  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  which  the  Governor  claimed 
as  his  property,  was,  with  the 
generous  conferit  of  the  officers 
and  troops,  reftored  to  him.  But 
a  very  large  fum,  being  a  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  produce  of  the 
late  Tales,  and  laid  to  be  the  pro¬ 


perty  of  Admiral  Rodney  and  Ge¬ 
nera]  Vaughan,  became  a  prize 
to  the  vidlors.  Their  whole  fpoii 
was  eftimated  at  two  millions  of 
livres.  Such  was  the  conclufion 
of  the  unfortunate  circumftances 
which  attended  the  capture  of  the 
Ifland  of  St.  Euftatius. 

The  lofs  of  that  ifland  was  only 
a  prelude  to  farther  misfortune  in 
the  Weft  Indies.  The  iuperiority 
of  the  French  by  fea  and  land, 
enabled  them  to  attempt  and  to 
execute  whatever  they  liked.  The 
Dutch  lettlements  of  Deinerary  and 
Eftequibo,  were  retaken  by  them 
in  the  firft  month  of  the  year 
1782  ;  and  France,  by  their  re¬ 
covery  and  reftoration  to  Holland, 
as  well  as  by  the  prefervation  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  a 
happy  opportunity  of  displaying  to 
her  new  ally  and  to  the  world,  a 
fidelity,  and  an  appearance  of  difin- 
tereftednefs  in  her  condudl,  which 
has  peculiarly  marked  the  prefent 
reign,  and  which  was  by  no  means 
confidered  as  her  political  charac- 
teriftic  in  other  times. 

The  old  and  valuable  Englifh. 
Ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher’s  was 
doomed  to  be  the  next  victim  to 
the  calamity  of  the  times.  The 
people  had  been  much  ditfatisfied 
with  the  American  war,  and  with 
many  other  meafures  of  govern¬ 
ment.  We  have  already  obferved 
that  they  had  been  confiderable 
fufferers  by,  and  had  greatly  com¬ 
plained  of,  the  indiferiminate  fpoii 
made  at  the  capture  of  the  ifland 
of  St.  Euftatius.  It  cannot  be  l'uo- 
pofed  that  a  difeontented  people^ 
fhould  ever  make  a  hearty  and 
vigorous  defence. 

The  Marquis  de  T  , 

Bouille,  who  feemed  * 

hitherto  decreed  to 
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reap  all  the  laurels  which  the 
Weft  Judies  couid  produce,  lande.d 
8,000  men  on  the  iftand,  and  was 
iupported  by  the  Count  de  Graffe, 
with  thirty-two  Blips  of  the  line. 
The  garrifon,  under  Gen.  Frazer, 
did  not  exceed  600  effective  men  ; 
and  the  great  force  of  the  enemy 
by  fea  and  land,  notwithftandirig 
the  dangerous  furf,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances,  which  render  a  com¬ 
munication  with  that  iftand  at  all 
times  difficult,  prevented  all  re¬ 
ft  ft  a  nee  to  their  landing.  Gen. 
Frazer,  with  his  handful  of  men, 
retired  to  Brimftone  Hill,  which, 
befides  fome  newly  erefted  fortifi¬ 
cations,  was,  from  its  height,  and 
alm-oft  inacceuibie  fitaation,  confi- 
dered  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  polls 
in  the  Weft  India  tflands.  Biit 
the  number  of  troops  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  for  its  defence  through  any 
thing  of  a  long  fiege.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  that  a  garrifon  of  2,000 
men,  would  have  rendered  it  im¬ 
pregnable  for  any  time  that  their 
provrfions  Jailed, 

The  Ertgliili  fleet  under  Sir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood,  was  then  at  Barba* 
does,  and  con  filed  only  of  twen¬ 
ty-two  Blips  of  the  fine.  That 
iftand  was  the  original  objeft  of 
the  French  commanders,  who,  de¬ 
pending  on  the  great  fuperiority  of 
their  force  both  by  fea  and  iand, 
hoped  by  a  joint  cannonade  and 
bombardment  from  the  fliore  and 
the  Blips,  to  deftroy  the  Engiifh 
fleet  in  Carlifle  Bay,  However 
this  defign  might  have  fucceeded 
in  the  experiment,  it  was  fruftrated 
by  adverfe  winds,  which  drove 
the  enemy  fo  far  to  leeward,  that 
they  found  it  neceffary  to  change 
their  objeft,  and  dir  eft  their  at¬ 
tack  againlt  the  Iftand  of  St, 


The  Engiifh  commander,  dif- 
daining  to  be  tied  down  by  the 
fuperiority  of  his  enemy,  mod  gal¬ 
lantly  determined  upon  an  unu- 
fualiy  bold  ftroke  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  that  valuable  iftand,  if  it 
was  (Fill  poffibiy  to  be  done  :  and 
inftead  of  waiting  to  be  attacked, 
to  aftonifti  and  confound  them  at 
once,  by  becoming  himfelf  the 
aggreftbr,  and  attacking  them  at 
anchor. 

He  accordingly  failed  from  Car¬ 
lifle  Bay  to  Antigua,  where  he 
took  Gen.  Prefcot,  and  the  few 
troops  that  could  be  afforded,  on 
board,  and  from  thence  proceed¬ 
ing  in  the  evening  for  Baffe-Terre 
Road,  where  the  enemy  lay  at 
anchor,  began  at  day-break  to 
form  his  line  of  battle,  for  the 
purpofe  of  bearing  down  upon  and 
attacking  them. 

The  accident  of  two  Blips  run** 
ning  foul  of  each  other,  inter¬ 
rupted  the  profecution  of  this  bold 
defign  j  and  the  fleet  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  lie  to  for  a  day,  during 
the  repair  of  the  damage  done  to 
the  Allred.  A  French  frigate  from 
Martinique,  full  of  fhells  and 
ordnance  ftores  for  the  ftege 
of  Brimftone-Hill,  which  fell  into 
their  hands  at  this  time,  feemed 
in  fome  meafure  to  atone  for  this 
delay.  The  Count  de  Graffe,  who 
-could  not  but  be  furprized  at  this 
unlocked  for  vifit,  and  perhaps 
rejoiced  at  the  apparent  temeri¬ 
ty  of  his  enemy,  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  quit  his  anchorage,  that 
by  putting  out  to  fea,  and  gain-*, 
ing  a  good  offing,  his  Blips  might 
have  lull  room  to  aft,  and  thereby 
fecure  ali  the  advantages  of  their 
fuperiority  in  number. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  T  « 

inftantly  perceived  the  ^an* 

advantage 
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advantage  to  be  derived  from  this 
movement.  The  enemy  were,  at 
day-light,  full  in  view  and  form¬ 
ed  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head. 
He  carried  on  every  demonftration 
of  an  immediate  and  determined 
attack  ;  and  having  thereby  drawn 
them  fomething  farther  from  the 
fhore,  he  then  pufhed  on  diredtly 
for  Baffe-Terre  Read,  and  took 
poffefflon  of  that  anchorage  ground 
which  they  had  quitted  on  the 
preceding  evening.  If  the  fu- 
perior  judgment  and  feamanfhip 
difplayed  in  this  mafteriy  move¬ 
ment,  excited  the  aftonifhment 
and. chagrin  of  the  enemy,  a  fenfe 
of  its  poflible  confequences,  in 
cutting  them  off  from  all  com¬ 
munication  with  their  army  on 
fbore,  afforded  no  lefs  room  for 
the  moll  ferious  apprehenfions. 
Impelled  therefore  by  every  mo¬ 
tive,  whether  of  defeating  the 
defign,  or  of  avenging  the  de¬ 
ception,  they  fell  with  the  ut- 
moil  fury  upon  Commodore  Af¬ 
fleck,  who  commanded  and  clofed 
the  rear  of  the  Britith  lquadron, 
and  with  no  fmall  hope  of  entirely 
cutting  off  that  divifion.  But  that 
gallant  officer,  and  his  two  brave 
leconds,  Lord  Robert  Manners, 
and  Capt.  Cornwallis,  kept  up  fo 
noble  and  unceafing  a  fire,  that 
with  little  lofs  or  damage  to  them- 
felves,  they  in  a  great  meafure 
covered  the  other  iliips  of  the  di¬ 
vifion,  while  jhey  were  getting 
into  their  ftations  ;  and  after  a 
/harp  conflict,  the  French  were 
obliged  to  bear  off. 

The  next  morning,  by  eight 
o’clock,  the  Britilh  line  was  at¬ 
tacked  from  van  to  rear,  by  the 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  •  who, 
after  an  aftion  of  two  hours,  in 
which  they  were  not  capable  gf 
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making  the  finalleft  viflble  im- 
preflion,  flood  off  again  to  tea. 
Count  de  Graife,  not  yet  difeou- 
raged,  renewed  the  engagement 
in  the  afternoon,  directing  his 
attack  principally  againft  the 
center  and  rear  divifions,  which 
he  hoped  to  overwhelm  by  ihe 
great  iuperiority  of  bis  force  :  but 
he  was  again  repulfed  with  greater 
lofs  and  damage  than  before.  His 
own  fliip,  the  Vide  de  Paris,  fuf- 
fered  feverely,  and  received  no 
lefs  than  eighty-fout  fhot  in  her 
hall.  Her  damage  was  fo  great, 
that  on  the  fucceeding  day  fire 
was  obliged,  in  the  leaman’s 
phrafe,  to  be  heeled ;  that  is,  laid 
partly  on  her  fide,  and  that  in  the 
view  of  the  E'nglifh,  in  order  to 
plug  and  cover  the  fhot-holes. 
It  was  faid,  that  the  French  fent 
a  thoufand  wounded  to  St.  Eufta- 
tius.  The  lofs  in  the  Engliih 
fquadron,  in  all  the  attacks, 
amounted  to  72  killed,  and  244 
wounded.  From  Tat  time,  the 
enemy  kept  at  a  guarded  diftance, 
but  ftill  continued  conftantly  in 
fight. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  bold  adven¬ 
ture  opened  very  flattering  prof- 
pedts.  The  prefervation  of  the 
ifiand  was  not  only  in  view,  but 
it  was  to  be  hoped  that  the  in¬ 
vading  foe  would  have  met  with 
fuch  difficulties  in  getring  his 
forces  clear  off,  as  might  have 
afforded  him  fufficient  caufe  to 
repent  his  temerity.  No  doubt 
was  entertained,  that  Brimftone- 
Hill  was  capable  of  making  a  long 
defence,  and  the  ifiand  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  long  maintaining  the 
French  army.  Sir  George  Rodney 
was  every  hour  expected  with  fuch 
a  reinforcement  from  England,  as 
would  have  afforded  a  iuperiority 
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to  the  Britifh  fleet  ;  and  under 
fuch  circumftances,  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille’s  fituation  would  have 
been  not  a  little  critical. 

We  are  to  fee  how  affairs  in 
the  ifland  correfponded  with  thefe 
hopes.  Befides  the  effects  inci¬ 
dent  to  that  difiatisfa&ion  of  the 
people  which  we  have  mentioned, 
they  had  a  melancholy  example 
before  their  eyes  of  the  ruin, 
which  a  brave  and  generous,  but 
ineffectual  defence,  had  brought 
upon  their  neighbours  in  the 
ifland  cf  Tobago.  The  juftice, 
humanity,  generofity,  and  other 
eminent  qualities,  difplayed  by 
the  Marquis  de  Bouille  in  the 
conquered  iflands,  ferved  much 
to  leffen  the  horrors  of  a  French 
government,  with  thofe  who  were 
far  from  being  fatisfied  with  the 
proceedings  of  their  own  ;  while 
the  Ioffes  and  untoward  events  of 
the  war,  as  they  damped  hope, 
neceffarily  repreffed  exertion.  A 
real,  or  tacit  and  underflood  neu¬ 
trality,  feemed  accordingly  to 
operate  on  the  fide  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  from  the  fir  It  arrival  of  the 
enemy. 

About  350  of  the  militia  were, 
however,  led  by  Gov.  Shireley,  to 
reinforce  Brig.  Gen.  Frafer’s  fmall 
garrifon  at  Brimfton  e-Hill,  and 
continued  to  the  laft,  bravely  to 
encounter  all  the  dangers,  and 
patiently  to  endure  all  the  hard- 
fhips  of  the  fiege.  That  hill  rifes 
on  the  fea-fhore,  within  a  fmall 
difiance  cf  Sdndy  Point,  the  l’e- 
cond  town  of  the  ifland,  and  about 
four  leagues  from  BafTe-Terre, 
where  the  enemy  landed,  which 
is  confidered  as  the  capital.  On 
the  night  of  their  landing,  and 
the  following  morning,  the  French 
dofely  invefted  Brimfton  e-Hill  on 


all  fides.  The  powerful  artillery 
which  had  been  deftined  to  the 
attack  on  Barbadoes,  was  now 
attempted  to  be  difembarked  at 
Sandy- Hook,  as  they  had  no 
means  of  conveying  it  by  land 
from  Baffe-Terre.  The  fliip 
which  conveyed  the  molt  heavy 
and  effective  part  of  it,  together 
with  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
ihells,  balls  and  ordnance  (tores, 
(truck  upon  the  rocks,  and  v/ent  to 
the  bottom.  This  lols,  with  the 
fubfequent  capture  by  the  Britifh. 
lquadron,  of  the  frigate  which 
was  bringing  a  frefh  fupply  from 
Martinique,  feemed  to  augur  fa¬ 
vourably  to  the  garrifon.  But 
the  enemy  were  not  to  be  difcou- 
raged  by  common  accidents  or 
dbappointments.  They  fiflied  up, 
with  great  perfeveranCe  and  in¬ 
dustry,  no  fmall  part  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  ihells  and  (lores  that  had 
been  funk;  the  men  of  war 
brought  more'heavy  artillery  from 
Martinique,  which  they  landed  at 
Sandy-Point  ;  and  the  means  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  protection  and  de¬ 
fence  of  the  garrifon,  were,  by  a 
ftrange  fatality,  mod  lamentably 
perverted  to  their  deftruCtion. 

For,  eight  brafs  twenty-four 
pounders,  with  6,000  balls  of  that 
calibre,  together  with  two  thirteen 
inch  brafs  mortars,  and  1,500 
ill  ells,  all  which  had  been  fent 
out  by  government  to  the  fupply 
of  that  fortrefs,  had  not,  through 
fome  ftrange  circumftance,  of 
which  we  are  not  perfectly  in¬ 
formed,  been  carried  up  to  the 
works;  and  were  all  found  by  thfi 
enemy  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and 
proved  a  moft  feafonable  and  ne- 
ceftary  fupply  to  them  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  fiege. 

The  hill  is  naturally  very 

ftrong  ; 
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ftrong  ;  the  approaches  to  it  are 
difficult,  and  the  afcent  to  it  l'o 
fteep,  as  not  to  require  much  ar- 
1 1  ft c i a  1  aid,  to  enable  a  few  men 
ro  repel  any  fudden  afiault.  But 
the  works  and  buildings  at  the 
top  were  in  no  degree  anfwerable 
to  the  ftrength  ol  the  fituation  j 
and  were  little  calculated  to  with- 
ftand  the  batteries  of  heavy  can¬ 
non  and  mortars,  which  the  un- 
diltuibed  polfeflion  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  country,  and  the  weaknels  of 
the  garrilon,  enabled  the  enemy 
to  eitabliih,  at  the  molt  conve¬ 
nient  diitances,  and  in  the  molt 
advantageous  pofitions.  It  can¬ 
not  but  appear  furprizing,  that 
after  lo  long  a  war,  and  fo  much 
neighbouring  and  expected  dan¬ 
ger,  the  garrifon  fhould  be  totally 
dellitute  of  entrenching  tools  ;  a 
proper  lupply  of  which,  in  lo  pe¬ 
culiar  a  fituation,  would  have  af¬ 
forded  abundant  refources,  even 
to  the  very  la  ft  extremity. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouille,  how^ 
ever,  found  the  adventure  at¬ 
tended  with  fo  much  difficulty, 
that  he  carried  on  his  approaches, 
and  opened  trenches,  under  all 
the  formalities  of  the  molt  regular 
fiege.  He  had  eftablifhed  his  head 
quarters  at  Sandy-Point  ;  but  the 
garrifon  foon  let  the  town  on  fire  ; 
and  then  played  their  heavy  cannon 
and  mortars  with  luch  effedt  from 
the  hill  that  the  French  could  not 
attempt  to  extinguifh  the  flame, 
until  it  was  entirely  confumed. 
They  likewife  continued  a  molt 
vigorous  fire,  which  greatly  in- 
’cornmoded  the  enemy  in  all  their 
approaches,  through  the  whole 
fiege  ;  and  had  the  fortune  in  its 
progrefs  to  blow  up  a  powder  ma¬ 
gazine,  which  was  attended  with 
the  lofs  of  feveral  men.  As  the 


French  had  no  fubftitute  for  hu¬ 
man  labour  and  llrength  in  the 
removal  of  their  artillery  and 
heavy  ftores  from  the  fhore  to  the 
refpeCtive  batteries,  which  were 
conftrudted  all  round  the  hill, 
the  toil  and  fatigue  of  the  troops, 
in  fuch  a  climate,  could  not  but 
have  been  exceflive.  The  trenches 
were  opened  in  the  night  between 
the  16th  and  17th  of  January. 

As  foon  as  the  Englifh  admiral 
had  gained  poffelTion  of  the  an¬ 
chorage,  one  of  the  firft  ohjefts 
with  him  and  Gen.  Prefcot,  was 
to  convey  an  officer,  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  lituation  and  cir- 
cumftances,  to  the  commanders  at 
Brimftone-hill.  This  was  fuc- 
cefsfully  performed,  and  the  offi¬ 
cer  returned  as  fafely.  Both  the 
governor  and  brigadier-general 
ieem  at  that  time  to  have  placed  a 
greater  reliance  in  the  llrength  of 
the  place  than  the  event  fully 
juftified.  They,  however,  re¬ 
queued,  that  an  able  naval  officer, 
with  a  few  feamen,  might,  if  pof- 
fible,  be  conveyed  to  the  garrifon, 
for  the  better  management  of  their 
artillery. 

The  general  had  brought  the 
28th  regiment,  and  two  companies 
of  the  13th,  with  him,  from  An¬ 
tigua  ;  and  the  69th  had  come 
with  the  fleet  from  Barbadoes. 
Upon  receiving  information  of 
the  confidence  and  fpirit  which 
prevailed  in  the  garrifon,  the 
admiral  propofed  to  him,  that  if 
he  thought  a  poll  could  be  main¬ 
tained  on  fhore,  he  would  land 
two  battalions  of  marines,  of  700 
rank  and  file  each,  which,  with 
the  regimental  troops,  would  com- 
pofe  a  body  of  about  2,400  men. 
Gen.  Prefcot  did  not  think  it 
practicable  to  maintain  fuch  a 
'  [*iVJ  4  poll ; 


I 


soo*]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


poft  i  blit  was  fanguine  in  his  de- 

fire  of  being  put  on  iliore,  with 

the  Antigua  troops,  and  the  69th 

I  0  ,  regiment.  This  was 
an.  20th.  &  .  .  , 

J  accordingly  done,  and 

a  fmart  fkirmifK  immediately  took 
place,  with  a  part  of  the  Irifh 
brigade,  who  were  ftationed  at 
Baffe-Terre.  Our  troops  drove 
the  enemy  before  them  with  con¬ 
siderable  lofs.  About  forty  of  our 
troops  were  killed  or  wounded  ; 
and  a  Jofs  of  double  the  number 
was  acknowledged  on  the  other 
fide.  This  brought  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille  on  the  following  morn- 
in g,  with  4,000  men,  from  San- 
dy-Point.  But  he  found  Gen.  Pref- 
Cot  lb  advantageoufiy  polled  on  a 
hill  clofe  to  the  fea,  that  he  did  not 
venture  the  attack,  and  led  bis 
troops  back  to  the  fiege.  As  no 
objedl  was  to  be  gained  by  conti¬ 
nuing  on  fit  ore,  Gen.  Prelcot  re- 
embarked  on  the  fame  evening. 

The  vigilance  of  the  enemy  was 
now  fo  extreme,  that  all  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  garrifon  of  Brim- 
ftone-Hill'  was  totally  cut  off. 
Capt.  Curgenven,  with  a  few  brave 
volunteer  Teamen,  who  boldly  at¬ 
tempted  to  reinforce  the  garrifon, 
were  not  only  foiled  in  the  at¬ 
tempt,  but  expofed  to  imminent 
danger  ;  and  a  number  of  officers, 
who  knew  all  the  private  roads 
and  paths  of  the  ifiand,  and  who 
adventured  fingly  the  talk  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  convey  letters  or  mef- 
tages,  were  all  detected  and  taken 
pnfoners. 

Their  vigilance  was  equalled  by 
the  unremitting  indullry  and  la¬ 
bour  with  which  they  profecuted 
their  works,  and  the  inceffant  fury 
of  their  attack.  Batteries  were 
multiplied  upon  batteries  all  round 
the  ‘hill }  and  for  the  laft  three 


weeks  of  the  fiege,  they  were  con- 
ftantiy  night  and  day,  cannonad¬ 
ing  and  bombarding  the  garrifon. 
During  the  greater  part  of  that 
time,  all  the  force  and  effedt  of 

23  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  of 

24  large  mortars,  was  direbled 
againll  a  fpot  of  ground,  whole 
greatell  diameter  did  not  exceed 
200  yards :  and  new  batteries  were 
ready  to  be  opened  at  the  end. 
All  the  hcufes  and  cover  on  the 
rep  of  the  hill,  were  confumed  or 
blown  to  pieces,  early  in  the  fiege, 
and  the  works  were  every  where 
crumbling  to  their  bafe  in  its  pro- 
grefs.  The  garrifon,  though  every 
day  thinned  by  the  number  killed 
and  wounded,  yet  far  from  finking 
under  their  growing  weaknefs, 
bore  the  inceffant  fatigue  of  be* 
ing  underarms  night  and  day,  and 
the  increafing  danger,  with  won¬ 
derful  patience  and  fortitude.  On¬ 
ly  one  man  deferred  through  the 
whole  fiege. 

The  admiral  under-  r?  1  o.i. 

,  .  ,  •  r  eb.  bin. 

went  the  painful  morti¬ 
fication  of  underftanding  their 
di  ft  refs  and  danger  by  fignals  from 
the  garrifon,  without  having  it  in 
his  power  to  adminifter  relief,  or 
even  to  convey  information  or  coun- 
fel  to  the  commanders.  At  length, 
the  works  on  one  fide  being  fo 
deffroyed  as  to  form  an  entire  and 
perfedt  breach,  almoft  all  the  guns 
being  difmounted  or  difabled, 
and  there  not  being  much  above 
500  men  left  who  were  able  to  go 
through  duty,  both  the  gover¬ 
nor  and  brigadier-general,  thought 
it  would  be  highly  ungrateful 
as  well  as  imprudent,  to  flake  the 
lives  of  fo  brave  and  deferv- 
ing  a  garrifon,  upon  the  ha¬ 
zardous  iffue  of  an  affault  ;  and 
wherein,  the  greateft  fuccefs  that 

could 
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could  be  hoped,  would  not  by  any 
means  extricate  them  from  the 
difficulties  of  their  fituation. 

They  had  been  before  fum- 
moned  by  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
upon  the  ground,  that  the  retreat 
of  Gen,  Preicot’s  detachment, 
had  left  them  no  farther  room  to 
hope  for  luccour  ;  and  he  now 
eagerly  embraced  the  pro- 
potal  of  a  capitulation. 
Every  condition  they  propofed, 
whether  in  favour  of  the  garrifon 
or  the  ifland,  was  agreed  to.  The 
former  were  allowed  all  the  hon¬ 
ours  of  war  in  the  fulled:  fenfe. 
The  regular  troops,  confiding  of 
the  lit  battalion  of  the  Royal 
Scotch,  and  the  flank  companies 
of  the  1  5th  regiment,  were  tranf- 
mitted  to  England,  until  their  ex¬ 
change.  The  ifland  was  upon  the 
bed  footing  that  it  could  be  under 
a  capitulation.  And  the  Marquis 
de  Bouille,  with  his  wonted  mag¬ 
nanimity  difeharged,  by  a  parti¬ 
cular  article,  as  an  avowed  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  their  gallantry. 
Gov.  Shirley,  and  Brig.  Gen. 
Frafer,  from  the  condition  of  be¬ 
ing  confidered  as  prifoners  of  war, 
declaring  that  the  firft  might  re¬ 
turn  to  his  government  of  Anti¬ 
gua,  and  the  latter  continue  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country. 

The  furrender  of  Brimdone- 
H ill ,  and  capitulation  of  the  if¬ 
land,  rendered  the  longer  day  of 
the  Englifh  fquadron  on  the  an¬ 
chorage  ground  at  Bade -Terre, 
equally  ufelefs  and  dangerous  ; 
for  the  enemy  were  preparing  to 
eredt  gun  and  mortar  batteries 
upon  fome  neighbouring  eminen¬ 
ces,  which  would  have  command¬ 
ed,  at  lead,  a  part  of  the  {hip¬ 
ping.  Sir  Samuel  Hood  there¬ 
fore  determined  upon  quitting  his 


ficuation  ;  but  the  means  of  car¬ 
rying  the  defign  into  execution, 
were  not  a  little  difficult.  The 
French  had  been  juft  joined  by  two 
fhips  of  the  line  from  France  ;  fo 
that  M.  de  Grade  now  poffefTed 
the  decided  fuperiority  of  34  to  22 
line  of  battle  Blips.  It  was  like- 
wife,  independent  of  this  ine¬ 
quality  of  force,  the  great  objedl 
of  the  Englifh  Admiral,  now  that 
the  prefervation  of  the  iBand  was 
no  longer  in  view,  to  prelerve  his 
fquadron  as  whole,  and  in  as  per¬ 
fect  condition,  for  the  junction 
with  Sir  George  Rodney,  as  it 
was  pofiiblq  to  be  done  ;  well 
knowing,  that  even  the  ordinary 
effedfs  of  a  partial  engagement, 
might  prove  the  means  of  crip¬ 
pling  the  further  operations  of  the 
Beet,  in  a  fealon,  perhaps,  the 
mod  critical  that  could  pollibly 
be  imagined.  It  was  likewife  ne- 
ceft'ary,  if  an  engagement  ftiould 
become  inevitable  on  leaving  the 
ifland,  that  the  fquadron  ftiould 
form  as  compadt  a  body  as  pofiible, 
in  order  the  more  effedlually  to 
refift  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  force 
againft  them  ;  and  this  purpofe 
could  only  be  attained  by  all  the 
Blips  being,  as  nearly  as  it  could 
be  done,  under  fail  at  the  fame 
moment.  Upon  all  tbefe  accounts, 
on  the  night  after  the  capitulation, 
the  enemy’s  fleet  lying  withift 
five  miles,  and  their  lights  full  in 
view,  the  Englifti  fquadron  flip¬ 
ped  their  cables,  and  put  out  to 
fea,  without  obftrudtion  or  pur- 
fuit. 

The  iflands  of  Nevis  and  Mont- 
ferrat  followed  the  fortune  of  St. 
Chriftopherks  ;  fo  that  of  all  our 
former  numerous  pofleflions  in  the 
Wed-Indies,  Jamaica,  Barbadoes, 
and  Antifua,  now  only  remained- 

It 
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It  was  faid,  that  the  reduction  of 
Brimftone-Hili  cod  the  French  a 
ihoufand  men. 

The  deftgn  againft  Jamaica, 
which  had  been  fo  often  adopted, 
and,  through  a  feemingly  peculiar 
fortune,  fo  often  laid  afide  or  de¬ 
ferred,  was  now  revived  with 
more  vigour,  under  a  greater 
preparation,  and  with  a  more  af- 
fored  confidence  of  fuccefs,  than 
ever.  The  Spaniards  had  a  pow¬ 
erful  fleet,  and  a  great  body  of 
Sand  forces,  in  the  iflands  of  Hif- 
paniola  and  Cuba,  who  were 
amply  furniffied  with  abundant 
provdion  for  war,  and  in  readi- 
siefs  to  join  the  Count  de  Graffe 
m  the  attack  upon  that  ifland. 
The  naval  force  of  the  two  crowns 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  foon  after  the 
reduction  of  St.  Kitt’s,  amounted 
to  not  lefs  than  fixty  fhips  of  the 
line  ;  and  their  land  forces,  if 
joined,  would  have  formed  a  con- 
liderable  army.  Jamaica  had  no¬ 
thing  to  op'pofe  to  this  mighty 
force,  but  fix  battalions  of  regu¬ 
lar  troops  (which  muft  always  be 
confidered  on  Wefl-India  fervice, 

2 as  having  a  numerous  train  of  in- 
effeCtives)  and  the  militia  of  the 
ifland.  The  high  fpirit  of  the 
inhabitants,  with  the  goodnefs  of 
the  troops,  and  the  great  natural 
ftrengrh  of  the  country,  joined  to 
the  effefts  of  the  climate  operat¬ 
ing  upon  the  mod  fevere  and  con¬ 
tinual  duty,  would,  however,  have 
rendered  the  eonqueft  a  matter  of 
fhe  greateft  doubt  and  difficulty, 
and  the  war  exceedingly  tedious 
and  bloody.  But  in  all  events, 
the  ruin  of  the  iOand,  and  the 
annihilation  of  its  immenfe  pro¬ 
perty,  mud  have  been  the  imme¬ 
diate  confgquence  of  fo  arduous  a 
conflict. 
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The  arrival  of  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney  with  twelve  fail  of  the  line  at 
Barbacloes,  on  the  19th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  and  his  iublequent  junction 
with  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  fquadron, 
though  later  than  was  hoped  and 
expected,  and  too  late  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  ifland  of  St. 
Kitt’s,  or  for  the  attainment  of 
thofe  great  objects  which  might 
poffibly  have  been  within  reach, 
had  it  taken  place  during  the  re- 
fiftance  of  Briinftone-Hili,  was, 
however,  mod  fortunately  de¬ 
creed,  to  break  in  upon  the  thread 
of  this  defign  againft  Jamaica. 
A  fimilar  piece  of  good  fortune, 
and  tending  to  the  fame  ob- 
jedf,  was  the  difafter  which  befcl 
M.  de  Guichen’s  fleet  and  con¬ 
voy,  after  the  fuccefsful  attack 
made  upon  the  latter  by  Admiral 
Kem  pen  felt.  For  they  were  fo 
Blattered  and  difabled  almoft  im¬ 
mediately  after  that  firft  mifad- 
venture,  by  a  continued  lucceflion 
of  tempefts  and  foul  weather,  that 
only  two  of  the  men  of  war,  with 
a  very  fmali  proportion,  if  any,  of 
the  convoy,  could  hold  on  their 
courfe  to  join  M.  de  Grade  ;  and 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  were 
obliged  to  return  in  very  bad  con¬ 
dition  to  France.  It  feemed  in¬ 
deed,  under  the  eagernefs  and 
violence  of  the  prefent  war,  that 
both  France  and  England  would 
fet  even  the  feafons  at  defiance  in 
their  naval  enterprize  and  hofti- 
lity  ;  but  both  nations,  upon  fe- 
veral  occafions,  paid  feverely  for 
their  temerity. 

In  a  few  days  after  the  junction 
of  the  fquadrons  under  Sir  George 
Rodney  and  Admiral  Hood,  the 
fleet  was  farther  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  three  fhips  of  the  line 
from  England.  The  firft  objeCt 
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with  the  Englifb  Admiral,  was  to 
intercept  a  fecond  convoy  from 
Bred,  which  failed  from  that  place 
on  the  nth  of  February,  in  order 
to  fupply  the  failure  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  was  conveying  naval 
(lores,  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
all  other  fupplies  to  the  Count  de 
Grade,  which  were  either  neceffary 
for  the  prefent  repair  and  fitting 
out  of  his  fleer,  or  for  the  further 
fupport  and  execution  of  the  great 
object  he  had  in  view.  For  this 
purpofe  he  difpofed  of  his  fleet  in 
ft  line  to  windward  of  the  French 
i (lands,  ftretching  from  the  lati¬ 
tude  of  Defeada  to  that  of  Sr. 
Vincent  ;  with  a  line  of  frigates 
dill  farther  to  windward  ;  thus 
covering  the  courle  from  Europe 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
thought  impofiible  for  any  num¬ 
ber  of  fhips  in  company  to  avoid 
being  entangled  in  the  barrier. 
The  French  convoy  had,  how¬ 
ever,  the  addrefs,  by  making  the 
ifland  of  Defeada  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  getting  to  leeward  of  our 
fleet,  and  creeping  clofe  in  under 
the  land  of  Guadaloupe  and  Do- 

,,  ,  ,  minique,  to  efcape 

March  2oth.  {he  ^anger>  and  ^ 

arrive  fafe  in  Fort  Royal  Bay, 
where  they  found  the  Count  de 
GrafTe  bufy  in  repairing  his  fhips, 
and  brought  him  the  means  of 
fpeedily  equipping  his  fleet  for  the 
new  intended  fervice.  This  un¬ 
looked  for  difappointment  was  a 
fevere  check  to  the  hopes  of  the 
Britifh  admiral,  and  left  him  no¬ 
thing  farther  for  the  prefent  to  do, 
than  to  return  to  Gros  Iflet  Bay,  in 
St.  Lucia,  there  to  refit  his  fhips, 
to  take  in  fuch  a  fupply  of  water, 
(lores  and  provifions,  as  would 
qualify  the  fleet  for  long  fervice, 
and  to  keep  a  drift  watch,  by  the 


means  of  his  frigates,  upon  the 
preparation  and  movements  of  the 
enemy  in  Fort-Royal  Bay  ;  tak-, 
ing  care,  above  all  things,  to  be 
ready  to  pul  to  fea  at  the  inftant 
that  he  fhould  receive  notice  of 
their  making  a  fimilar  difpofi- 
tion. 

The  objefts  of  the'  hofiile  com¬ 
manders  were  not  lefs  oppofite 
than  their  interefts.  It  was  the 
bufinels  and  defign  of  the  Count 
de  GrafTe  to  avoid  fighting  by  all 
podible  means,  until  be  had  formed 
a  junftion  with  the  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets  at  Hifpaniola  ;  when 
their  combined  force  would  have 
been  fo  vaftly  fuperior,  as  to  for¬ 
bid  every  attempt  on  the  fide  of 
England  by  fea,  to  obftruft  their 
defigns  during  the  campaign.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  falvation  of  the 
Weft-Indies,  with  the  whole  for¬ 
tune  and  hope  of  the  war,  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  preventing  the  junftion, 
or  at  lead  their  bringing  on  a 
clofe  and  decifive  engagement  with 
the  Count  de  GrafTe,  before  it 
took  place.  Such  were  the  (lakes 
depending  upon  a  fbift  of  wind, 
upon  other  the  mod  ufual  ca- 
fualties  of  weather,  and  upon  the 
numerous  accidents  and  difap- 
pointments  to  which  all  naval 
movements  and  operations  are  pe¬ 
culiarly  liable.  Nothing  could  be 
more  periloufly  critical. 

'The  Britifh  fleet  at  St.  Lucia 
amounted  to  36  (hips  of  the  line. 
The  force  under  M.  de  Grade  at 
Martinique,  only  to  34.  We  ex¬ 
cept  from  the  latter  account,  two 
Blips  of  the  line  armed  en  flute, 
and  two  fifty-fours  ;  the  former 
not  being  in  either  engagement, 
and  the  lad,  if  prefent,  aft  ing 
only  as  frigates.  The  accounts 

vary 
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vary  greatly  as  to  the  number  ac¬ 
tually  engaged.  We  here  adhere 
to  the  written  order  for  the  line 
of  battle,  figned  by  M.  de  Grade 
himfelf,  and  which  feems  confirm¬ 
ed  upon  an  eftimate  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  tefttmony.  The  French  fleet 
feems  to  have  been  rather  over¬ 
manned,  (though  if  it  be  an  error, 
it  is  a  general  and  national  one) 
and  befides  a  full  complement 
of  feamen,  had  near  6,ooo  land 
forces  on  board.  The  Ville  de 
Paris,  of  iio  guns,  De  Grade’s 
oy/n  fhip,  had  not  lefs  than  1,300 
men,  including  foldiers,  on  board  ; 
and  the  French  fe verity- fours  car¬ 
ried  900  men  each-  Their  metal 
is  always  heavier  than  that  of  the 
Englidi,  in  equal  rates  ;  but  fe¬ 
vers}  of  their  fhips  were  only  in 
indifferent  condition.  The  Eng- 
lifh  had  five  ninety-gun  diips, 
which  was  their  highed;  rate  ;  and 
the  French  had  eight  of  80  and  84 
guns  each,  befides  the  Villa  de 
Paris,  which  was  considered  as 
the  pride  and  bulwark  of  their 
fleet.  So  that  upon  the  whole,  if 
an  exadl  eftimate  were  made  of  the 
force  on  both  fides,  oppoftng  fupe- 
nor  weight  of  metal  in  larger  diips, 
and  a  much  greater  number  of 
men,  oh  the  one,  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  better  condition,  two  diips 
more  in  number,  and  a  fomewbat 
greater  number  of  guns,  on  the 
other,  'the  comparative  balance 
would  probably  be  found  tolerably 
even,  and  it  would  appear,  that 
contending  fleets  do  not  often 
happen  to  meet  upon  more  equal 
terms.  . 

The.  van  of  the  Englidi  was 
commanded  by  Sir  Samuel  Flood, 
the  centre  by  Sir  George  Rodney, 
and  the  rear  by  Admiral  Francis 
Drake.  The  (pips  vyere  in  good. 


condition ;  and  perhaps  a  fet  of 
more  brave  and  able  officers  were 
never  joined  in  the  command  of 
an  equal  number,  in  any  conflict. 
The  three  divifions  of  the  French 
fleet  were  commanded  by  the 
Count  de  Graffe,  M.  de  Vaudre- 
vil,  and  M.  de  Bougainville,  who 
were  all  diftinguifhed  command- 
eis. 

The  French  fleet  began  to  turn 
out  of  the  bvrbour  at  Fort-Royal, 
by  the  break  of  day  on  the  8th  of 
April,  with  a  great  convoy  under 
their  prote&ion,  all  bound  to  lee¬ 
ward,  and  intending  to  fall  down 
to  the  French  or  Spanifh  ports  in 
Hifpaniola.  But  as  M.  de  Graffe 
had  every  reafon  for  wifliiog  to 
avoid  any  encounter  on  his  paffage, 
inftead  of  pufliing,  as  his  courfe 
was,  directly  to  leeward,  which 
would  have  laid  him  open  to  the 
fair  and  unremitted  chace  of  his 
purfuers,  and  which  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  to  evade  in  an  open 
fea,  with  fo  conflant  a  wind,  he 
thought  it  more  advifeable  to  keep 
clofe  in  under  the  iflands,  until 
he  had  eluded  the  purfuit.  The 
adoption  of  this  courfe  feemed  to 
promife  many  advantages.  The 
French  being  better  acquainted 
with  the  coafts,  could  keep  much 
clofer  to  the  land  than  the  Eng¬ 
lish  would  dare  to  adventure,  and 
keeping  the  convoy  between  him 
and  the  fliore,  he  hoped  to  throw 
them  off  entirely  to  leeward  • 
the  feveral  channels  between  the 
iflands  were  likewife  better  known 
to  the  French  ;  and  thefe,  with 
the  great  diverfity  of  winds  and 
paffages  which  they  afforded,  feem¬ 
ed  to  hold  out  inexhauftible  means 
of  baffling  the  purfuit  of  an  ene-  . 
my. 

His  conduct,  however,  in  this 

bu  fine  Is 
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bufinefs  has  been  queftioned,  and 
probably  without  due  coniidera- 
tion,  on  two  grounds  ;  firft,  for 
putting  to  lea  at  all,  and  again, 
tor  encumbering  himlelf  with  the 
convoy.  With  refpeCt  to  the  firfb, 
the  great  object  he  had  in  view’, 
rot  only  warranted  lome  hazard, 
but  perhaps  any  thing  fhort  of 
decition  ;  nor  could  his  inactivity 
at  that  time,  when  fo  great  a  force 
was  waiting  for  him  to  leeward, 
and  the  hopes  of  both  nations  were 
fo  highly  raifed,  ever  be  juftified, 
either  to  his  country  or  to  the 
world.  The  arduous  fituation  of 
a  commander  in  chief,  obliges  him 
to  look  to  his  own  character,  and 
to  the  public  opinion,  as  well  as 
to  the  public  fervice.  Thole  who 
know  danger  only  in  theory,  and 
who  are  little  informed  as  to  cir- 
cumftances,  are  feidom  merciful 
in  their  cenfure  or  opinion  of  a 
commander  who  is  fuppoiea  to 
mifs  any  favourite  objeCt  through 
the  want  of  fighting.  Neither  was 
he  without  reafons  for  hoping,  that 
if  an  aCtion  fliould  take  place,  it 
might  have  been  rendered  partial 
and  indecifive.  As  to  the  convoy, 
it  does  not  feem  that  the  French 
commander  could  have  been  at  all 
warranted,  in  leaving  it  locked  up 
in  Fort-Roval-Bay. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy, 
and  their  departure  from  that  bay, 
were  fo  fpeedily  communicated  by 
fignais  from  the  frigates  upon  the 
watch,  and  the  Englifh  fleet  were 
in  fuch  excellent  preparation,  that 
the  whole  were  clear  of  Grofs-Iflet- 
Bay  by  noon,  and  puriued  them 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  ;  fo 
that  the  French  gained  only  a  few 
hours,  by  being  mailers  of  the 
time  of  departure.  This  unequal¬ 
led  diligence,  and  the  general 


ardour,  which  it  might  be  faid 
added  wings  to  the  fleet,  brought 
them  within  fight  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  under  Dominique,  on  that 
very  night ;  and  they  afterwards 
regulated  the  purfuit  by  their  fig¬ 
nais. 

So  fudden  a  preflure  could  not 
have  been  expeCted  by  M.  de 
GrafTe.  He,  however,  like  a  pre¬ 
pared  and  accompliihed  comman¬ 
der,  immediately  iuited  himlelf 
to  the  emergency,  and  though 
fighting  was  by  no  means  his  ob¬ 
jeCt,  he  formed  the  line  of  battle 
to  windward  betimes  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  thereby  affording  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  his  convoy  to  proceed  on 
their  courfe,  whilft  he  flood  to 
abide  the  confequences.  On  the 
other  fide,  Sir  George  Rodney  had 
thrown  out  fignais  loon  after  five 
in  the  morning  to  prepare  for  bat¬ 
tle,  to  form  the  line  at  two  cable 
lengths  diftance  afunder,  and  for 
the  iliips  to  fill  and  ftand  on.  But 
the  Englifh  fleet  lay  becalmed  for 
a  conflderable  time  under  the  hi  gh 
lands  of  Dominique,  while  the  ene¬ 
my,  who  were  farther  advanced  to¬ 
wards  Guadaloupe,  had  wind 
enough  to  enable  them  to  make  the 
movements  we  have  ftated. 

The  breeze  at  length  reached 
the  van  of  the  Englifh  fleet,  and 
they  began  to  clofe  with  the  French 
centre,  whilft  their  own  centre 
and  rear  were  ftill  becalmed.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  Count  de  GrafTe 
might  ftill  have  avoided  an  en¬ 
gagement  ;  but  the  temptation 
held  out  of  falling  with  his  whole 
weight  upon  and  entirely  crufh- 
iog  one  third  of  his  enemy’s  force, 
while  thus  feparated,  was  too 
ftrong  to  be  well  refilled.  The 
aCtion  commenced  about 
9  o’clock.  The  attack 
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was  led  by  the  Royal  Oak,  Captain 
Burnet,  and  feconded  by  the  Al¬ 
fred  and  the  Montague,  with  the 
mod  impetuous  bravery.  The 
whole  divifion  were  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  clofely  engaged,  and  for 
more  than  an  hour  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  prelfed  by  the  great  fup.e- 
riority  of  the  enemy.  The  Bar- 
ffeur,  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  own 
ihip,  had  at  one  time  feven,  and 
generally  three  fix i p s  firing  upon 
her ;  and  none  of  the  divifion 
Heaped  the  encounter  of  a  very 
difproportionate  force.  Nothing 
could  be  more  glorious  than  the 
firm  and  effective  refinance  with 
which,  and  without  once  fhrinking, 
they  fuftained  all  the  efforts  of  fo 
great  a  fuperiority. 

At  length,  and  by  degrees,  the 
leading  fhips  of  the  centre  were 
enabled  to  come  up  to  the  abidance 
of  the  van.  Thefe  were  foon  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Sir  George  Rodney  in 
the  Formidable,  with  his  two  fe- 
conds  the  Namur  and  Duke,  all 
of  90  guns  j  who  made  and  fup- 
ported  a  mod  tremendous  fire. 
The  gallantry  of  a  French  captain 
of  a  74  gun  iltip  in  the  rear,  who, 
eppofite  to  Prince  Rupert's  Bay, 
having  backed  his  main-top-fail, 
deadily  received  and  bravely  re¬ 
turned  the  fire  of  thefe  three  great 
ill ips  in  fucceffion,  without  in  the 
lead  flinching  from  bis  flatten,  ex¬ 
cited  the  highed  applaufe  and  ad¬ 
miration  of  his  enemies  ;  and  one 
of  our  officers  could  not  refrain, 
under  the  immediate  impulfe  of  his 
enthufiaftn,  from  calling  him  a 
44  Godlike  Frenchman,”  in  a  leu 
ter  which  he  wrote  home  upon  the 
©ccafion. 

The  coming  up  of  the  admiral, 
with  a  part  of  the  centre  divifion, 
rendered  the  fight  kfs  unequal; 


and  M.  de  Grade,  notwithdand- 
ing  his  dill  great  fuperiority,  find¬ 
ing  that  his  purpofe  had  failed 
while  the  van  was  engaging  fing- 
ly,  determined,  by  changing  the 
nature  of  the  adlion,  to  prevent  its 
now  becoming  decifive.  The  com¬ 
mand  of  the  wind,  and  the  con¬ 
nected  date  of  his  fleet,  enabled 
him  to  execute  this  defign,  and  to 
keep  fuch  a  cautious  didance  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  as  was  evidently  intended 
to  difable  our  fhips  as  much  as  it 
could  be  done,  without  any  con- 
fiderable  hazard  on  his  own  fide. 
"T  his  fort  of  firing,  which  was  ex¬ 
tremely  well  fupponed  on  both 
fides,  and  produced  as  much  effect 
as  the  didance  would  admit,  was 
continued  for  an  hour  and  three 
quarters  longer  ;  during  all  which 
time,  the  red  of  the  fleet  was  held 
back  by  the  calms  and  baffling 
winds  under  Dominique.  Several 
of  our  officers  have  condemned  the 
failure  of  enterprize  which  appear¬ 
ed  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  in  not 
exerting  their  fuperiority  with 
greater  effect  during  this  interval  ; 
but  it  is  poffible,  that  the  motives 
which  operated  with  the  French 
commander  did  not  come  within 
their  confideration. 

The  mortification  of  the  fixteen 
brave  officers  who  commanded  the 
fhips  in  the  rear,  and  who  were 
doomed  to  be  the  fpedlators  of  fo 
unequal  a  combat,  without  hav¬ 
ing  it  in  their  power  to  fupport 
their  admiral  and  fellows,  is  much 
more  eafily  to  be  conceived  than 
deferibed.  About  twelve  o’clock, 
the  remaining  fhips  of  the  centre 
came  up,  and  the  rear  was  clofing 
the  line  ;  upon  which  M.  de  Graffe 
withdrew  his  fleet  from  the  adtion, 
and  evaded  all  the  efforts  of  the 
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"nglifli  commanders  for  its  renew¬ 
al.  No  lea  battle  could  be  better 
fought  than  this  was  on  both  Tides, 
fo  far,  at  lead,  as  it  fuited  the 
views  of  the  commander  on  one  fide 
to  admit  of  dole  aflion  ;  nor  has  a 
more  tremendous  cannonade  been 
known  between  any  equal  num¬ 
ber  ot  fhips.  The  French  com¬ 
mander,  notwithftanding  his  great 
fuperiority  at  ali  times,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  in  his  full  action  with  the 
van,  iailed  entirely  in  his  objeCt  ; 
and  his  fhips  received4,  much  more 
damage,  than  their  fire  produced 
on  the  other  fide.  Two  of  them 
were  fo  much  difabled,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  quit  the  fleer, 
and  put  -into  Guadaloupe,  by 
which  his  line  was  reduced  to 
thirty-two  fhips  ;  and  the  damage 
iuftained  by  otheis,  led  to  the 
lublequent  action,  and  to  all  its 
decifive  confequences.  On  our 
fide,  the  Royal  Oak  and%  Mon¬ 
tague  luffered  extremely  ;  but  were 
dill  capable  of  being  lo  far  repair¬ 
ed  at  lea,  as  not  to  be  under  a  ne- 
celhty  of  quitting  the  fleet.  Captain 
Bayne  of  the  Alfred,  gallantly  fell 
in  this  action. 

The  fleet  lay  to,  on  the  night 
of  the  9th,  to  repair  their  damages; 
and  the  following  day  was  princi¬ 
pally  fpent  in  refitting,  in  keeping 
the  wdnd,  and  in  tranfpofing  the 
rear  and  the  van,  the  former  of 
which  not  having  been  in  the  late 
a&ion,  was  necefiarily  fitter  for 
the  a&ive  fervice  of  that  divifion. 
Both  fleets  kept  turning  -mp  to 
windward,  in  the  channel  which 
feparates  the  iflands  of  Dominique 
and  Guadaloupe.  It  was  con- 
dantly  in  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  come  to  action  whenever  they 
pleafed,  as  they  were  always  to 
windward  ;  while  it  was  impoflible 


for  the  Englifli  ad  miral  to  force 
them,  entangled,  as  his  fleet  was 
between  thofe  iflands,  and  a  little 
cluder  of  fmall  ones,  called  the 
Saints,  with  the  wind  againft 
him. 

On  the  nth  the  enemy  had  got 
fo  far  to  windward  as  to  weather 
Guadaloupe  ;  and  had  gained  fuch 
a  diftance,  that  the  body  of  their 
fleet  could  only  be  defcried  from 
the  math  heads  of  our  centre.  Ali 
hope  of  being  able  to  come  up  with 
them  feemed  now  at  an  end  ;  and 
it  was  faid  to  have  become  a  quef- 
tion  of  deliberation  on  our  fide, 
whether  to  continue  a  chace  which 
appeared  to  be  hopelefs,  or  at 
once  to  pu/h  to  leeward,  and  en¬ 
deavour  to  get  before  them  at  their 
rendezvous  ? 

In  this  critical  ftate  of  things, 
fo  highly  interefting  to  both  fides, 
two  of  the  French  fhips,  which 
had  received  damage  in  the  late 
action,  were  perceived,  about  noon, 
to  fall  off  confiderably  from  the 
reft  of  their  fleet  to  leeward.  This 
welcome  fight,  immediately  pro¬ 
duced  fignals  for  a  general  chace 
from  the  Britifh  admiral,  and 
again  renewed,  throughout  the 
fleet,  the  hope  of  coming  up  with 
the  enemy.  The  purfuit  was  ft> 
vigorous,  that  the  Agamemnon, 
and  fome  others  of  the  headmoit 
of  the  Britifh  line,  were  coming 
up  fo  faft  with  thefe  fhips,  that 
they  would  have  been  afluredly 
cut  off  before  evening,  if  their 
fignals  for  aififtance,  and  evident 
danger,  had  not  induced  M.  de 
Grafle,  to  bear  down  with  his 
whole  fleet  to  their  affiftance. 

This  fpirited  movement  brought 
thi  ngs  precifely  to  that  fituation, 
which  our  commanders  had  fo  ar¬ 
dently  fought,  and  fo  little  ex¬ 
pected. 
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pe£ted.  It  was  now  impcflible  for 
the  enemy  to  avoid  fighting  ;  but 
the  evening  being  too  far  advan¬ 
ced,  that  final  decifion  was  poR- 
poned  to  the  morning.  The  pur- 
luing  fhips  fell  back  into  their  Ra¬ 
tions  ;  a  cloie  line  was  immediate¬ 
ly  formed,  and  a  moR  mafterly 
difpofition  of  the  Brit ijTi  fleet  ex¬ 
hibited  ;  while  luch  manoeuvres 
were  pra5l i fed  in  the  night,  as 
were  neceffary,  at  leaf!,  to  pre- 
lerve  things  in  their  piefent  Rate, 
and  might  pofiibly  produce  cafual 
advantage.  The  wind  generally 
bawls  to  the  northward  towards 
evening  in  the  WeR-Icdia  iflands, 
and  to  make  the  moft  of  this  cir- 
cumRance,  our  fleet  Rood  to  the 
l-outhward  until  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  then  tacked  with  their 
heads  to  the  northward.  On  the 
other  fide,  the  enemy  being  fenft- 
hle  that  the  die  was  now  caR, 
prepared  with  the  greatefi  reloiu- 
tion  for  battle,  arid  only  confider- 
ed  how  to  abide  the  iflue,  with 
the  heR  grace  and  countenance 
poffiblev 

The  fcer.e  cf  aCtion  may  be  con- 
lidered  as  a  moderately  large  balen 
of  water,  lying  between  the  iflands 
of  Gtradaloupe,  Dominique,  the 
Saints,  and  Marigalahte ;  and 
bounded  both  to  windward  and 
leeward  by  very  dangerous  fliores. 
The  hoRile  fleets  met  ^upon  op- 
pofite  tacks.  The  battle  com¬ 
menced  about  feven  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  continued  with 
unremitting  fury  until  near  the 
fame  hour  in  the  evening.  Ad¬ 
miral  Drake,  whofe  divifion  led 
to  aCtion,  gained  the  greateR  ap- 
pfaufe  and  rhe  higheft  honour,  by 
the  gallantry  with  which  he  re¬ 
ceived,  and  the  effect  with  which 
he  returned,  the  Ere  of  the  whole 


French  line.  His  leading  Riip 
the  Marlborough,  Captain  Penny, 
was  peculiarly  ditlinguifhed.  She 
received  and  returned,  at  the  near- 
eR  diRances,  the  firR  fire  of  twenty- 
three  French  fhips  of  war  j  and 
had  the  fortune  only  to  have  three 
men  killed,  and  fixteen  wounded. 

The  fignal  for  dole  fighting 
had  from  the  firR  been  thrown 
out,  and  was,  without  a  Angle  ex¬ 
cept  on,  punctually  obferved.  The 
line  was  formed  at  only  a  cable 
length’s  diflance.  Our  fhips,  as 
they  came  up,  ranged  flowly  and 
clolely  along  the  enemy’s  line, 
and  ciofely  under  their  lee,  where 
they  gave  and  received  a  moR  tre¬ 
mendous  fire.  They  were  fo  near, 
that  every  fliot  took  place  ;  and 
the  F'rench  fhips  being  fo  full  of 
men,  tire  carnage  in  them  was 
prodigious.  We  may  form  fome 
opinion  of  the  havock  that  was 
made,  from  the  Formidable,  Sir 
George  Rodney’s  Hup,  firing  near 
fourfcore  broadfides  ;  and  we 
may  well  believe  that  ilie  was  not 
Angular.  The  French  Rood  and 
returned  this  dreadful  fire  with 
the  utmoR  gallantry  ;  and  both 
Tides  fought,  as  if  the  fate  and 
the  honour  of  their  refpedtive 
countries  were  Raked  upon  the  if- 
fue  6f  that  Engle  day. 

About  noon,  or  not  long  after. 
Sir  George  Rodney,  in  the  For¬ 
midable,  with  his  feconds  the  Na¬ 
mur  and  Duke,  and  immediately 
luppprted  by  the  Canada,  bore  di¬ 
rectly,  with  full  fail,  athwart  the 
enemy’s  line,  and  fuccefsfuliy 
broke  through  it,  about  three 
fhips  Abort  of  the  centre,  where 
M.  de  Grade  commanded  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris.  Being  followed 
and  nobly  fupported  by  the  fhips 
a-iUrn  of  his  divifion,  he  wore 
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round  upon  his  heel,  and  thus 
doubling  upon  the  enemy,  and 
doling  up  With  their  centre,  com¬ 
pleted  the  reparation  of  their  line, 
and  threw  them  inro  inextricable 
confufion.  This  bold  pufh  decid¬ 
ed  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The 
French,  however,  continued  ftill 
to  fight  with  the  utmoft  bravery, 
and  the  battle  lafted  ‘till  funfet  ; 
which  in  rhofe  latitudes  is  almolt 
immediately  fucceeded  by  dark- 
nefs. 

The  inftant-  that  the  admiral 
wore,  after  breaking  through  the 
enemy’s  line,  he  threw  out  a  Ag- 
nai  for  the  van  to  tack  ;  and  this 
being  as  immediately  complied 
with  by  Admiral  Drake,  our  fleet 
thereby  got  to  windward  of  the 
enemy,  and  completed  the  general 
coniufion.  The  French  van  bore 
away  to  leeward,  in  an  endeavour 
to  reform  their  broken  fine  ;  but 
this  they  were  never  able  to  ac¬ 
compli  fh  ;  the  difmay  and  di bor¬ 
der  in  that  part  of  their  line  a- 
ftern,  was  irretrievable.  Sir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood’s  divilion  had  been 
long  becalmed,  and  thereby  kept 
out  of  atlion  ;  the  coming  up  now 
of  his  leading  flups,  and  a  part  of 
his  centre,  as  far  at  leaft,  as  the 
Barfleur,  which  he  commanded 
himfelf,  ferved  to  render  the  vic¬ 
tory  more  decifive  on  the  one  fide, 
and  the  ruin  greater  on  t^e  other. 

The  broken  ftate  of  the  French 
fleet,  neceffarily  expofed,  in  fome 
inftances,  a  few  fhips  to  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  a  greater  number  ;  and 
the  extent  of  the  action,  with 
the  darknefs  and  uncertainty  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  fmoke,  afforded 
even  opportunities,  which  might 
have  been  lefs  expe&ed,  for  Angle 
combat.  The  Canada  of  74  guns, 
Capt.  Cornwallis,  took  the  French 
Vo  l.  XXV. 
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Heftor,  of  the  fame  force,  Angle 
hand.  Captain  Inglefield,  in  the 
Centaur  of  74  guns  came  up  from 
the  rear,  to  the  attack  of  the  Ce- 
far,  of  74  likewife.  Both  fhips 
were  yet  frefh  and  unhurt,  and  a 
moft  gallant  action  took  place  ; 
but  though  the  French  captain 
had  evidently  much  the  worft  of 
the  combat,  he  (Fill  difdained  to 
yield.  Three  other  fhips  came 
up  fucceffively,  and  he  bore  to  be 
torn  almoft  to  pieces  by  their  Are. 
His  courage  was  inflexible  ;  he  is 
laid  to  have  nailed  his  colours  to 
the  mad,  and  his  death  only  could 
put  an  end  to  the  conteft.  When 
flie  ftruck,  her  malt  went  over¬ 
board,  and  fhe  had  not  a  foot  of 
canvas  without  a  fhot  hole.  The 
Glorieux  likewife  fought  noblv  j 
and  did  not  flrike,  until  her  mails, 
bow-fprit,  and  enfign  were  fhot 
away.  The  Englifh  Ardent,  of 
64  guns,  which  had  been  taken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  near  Plymouth,  was  now 
retaken,  either  by  the  Belliqueux, 
or  the  Bedford.  The  Diadem,  a 
French  74  gun  fh  ip,  went  down 
by  a  Angle  broadAde,  which  fome 
accounts  attribute  to  the  Formida¬ 
ble  ;  it  has  alfo  been  faid,  that 
fhe  was  loft  in  a  generous  exertion 
to  fa ve  her  admiral. 

M.  de  Grade  was  nobly  fup- 
ported,  even  after  the  line  was 
broken,  and  until  the  diforder 
and  confuAon  became  irremediable 
towards  evening,  by  the  fhips  that 
were  near  him.  His  two  feconds, 
the  Languedoc  and  Couronne* 
were  particularly  diftinguifhed  5 
and  the  former  narrowly  efcaped 
being  taken,  in  her  laft  efforts  to 
extricate  the  admiral.  The  Ville 
de  Paris,  after  being  already  much 
battered,  was  clofely  laid  along- 
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fide  by  the  Canada  :  and  in  a  def- 
perate  action  of  near  two  hours, 
was  reduced  aim  off  to  a  wreck. 
Captain  Cornwallis  was  fo  intent 
in  his  defign  upon  the  French  ad¬ 
miral,  that  without  taking  poffef- 
fion  of  the  He£lor,  he  left  her  to 
be  picked  up  by  a  frigate,  while 
he  pullied  on  to  the  Ville  de  Paris. 
It  fee tned  as  if  M.  de  Grafle  was 
determined  to  fink,  rather  than 
ftrike  to  any  thing  under  a  flag  ; 
But  he  likewife  undoubtedly  con- 
fidered  the  fatal  effects  which  the 
linking  of  his  flag  might  pro¬ 
duce  on  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  Other 
fliips  came  up  in  the  heel  of  the 
adlion  with  the  Canada  j  but  he 
ftill  held  out.  At  length  Sir 
Samuel  Hood  came  up  in  the 
Barfleur,  juft  almoft  at  funfet,  and 
poured  in  a  mcft  tremendous  and 
deftrudliveflre,  which  is  faid  to  have 
killed  (ixty  men  Outright  ;  but  M. 
de  Grafle,  wi filing  to  fignalize,  as 
in uch  as  poinble,  the  lofs  of  fo 
fine  and  fo  favourite  a  fhip,  en¬ 
dured  the  repetitions  of  this  fire 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
longer.  He  then  ftruck  his  flag 
to  the  Barfleur,  and  furrendered 
himfelf  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood.  It 
was  faid,  that  at.  the  time  the 
Ville  de  Paris  ftruck,  there  were 
but  three  men  left  alive  and  un¬ 
hurt  on  the  upper  deck,  and  that 
the  Count  de  Grafle  was  one  of 
the  three.  .  >  „ 

Upon  the  whole,  the  fea  has  not 
often  exhibited  a  more  noble  na¬ 
val  and  military  conteft  ;  and  if  we 
were  difpofed  to  adopt  the  found- 
ing  language  fornetimes  ufed  on 
the  continent,  it  might  be  faid, 
without  much  extravagance  of 
hvperbole,  that  miracles  and  pro¬ 
digies  of  valour  were  performed  on 
bath  fides.  The  Cefar,  which  Wgs 


one  of  the  beft  fliips  in  the  French 
fleet,  was  unfortunately  fet  on 
fire,  and  blew  up  in  the  night  of 
the  a&ionf  This  happened  thro’ 
the  inordinate  behaviour  of  the 
French  prifoners,  who  throwing 
off  ail  obedience  to  their  officers 
from  the  time  fhe  ftruck,  and  find¬ 
ing  the  Englifh  on  board  too  few 
in  number  effectually  to  reftram 
their  ill  conduct*  were  guilty  of 
the  greateft  enormities.  A  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  fifty  Englifh  feamen, 
periflied  with  about  400  prifoners. 

The  advantage  of  clofe  fighting 
with  Englifh  ihips  and  feamen, 
was  never  more  happily  exempli¬ 
fied,  or  more  demonftrably  fhewn, 
than  in  this  action.  The  lofs  of 
men  on  the  fide  of  the  enemy  was 
prodigious.  Three  thoufand  are 
faid  to  have  periflied  every  way, 
and  double  that  number  to  have 
been  wounded.  We  are  far  from 
confidering  thefe  eftimates  as  en¬ 
tirely  accurate,  and  the  latter,  in 
particular,  is  probably  too  large  * 
but  it  is  undoubted, that  there  were 
more  men  killed  in  the  Ville  de 
Paris,  and  in  fome  other  Angle 
French  fliips,  than  in  the  whole 
Englifh  line.  The  fhips  likewife 
fuffered  extremely,  and  tfie  fleet 
in  general  was  little  lefs  than  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  while,  on  the  other  fide,  a, 
fquadron  of  Britifli  fliips  were 
frefh  and  fit  for  action  at  the  clofe 
of  the  day.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  final!  fuperiority  as  to  the 
number  of  fhips  on  the  EnglifK 
fide,  did  not  contribute  any  thing 
to  the  fuccefs  of  the  day  ;  as  more 
fhips  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood’s  divi- 
fion,  than  that  difference  amount¬ 
ed  to,  were  held  back  through  the 
want  of  wind,  from  coming  into 
adlion.  It  would  be  of  little  avail, 
furi  entirely  befide  our  purpofe, 
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to  attempt  an y  enquiry  into  the 
caui'es  of  that  fuperiority  which 
Kritiih  feamen  poffefs  in  clofe 
fight  ;  but  the  fa<5t  feenis  to  be 
eftablifhed. 

The  lofs  of  men  in  the  Britifii 
fleet  was  wonderfully  fmall,  con- 
lldering  the  length  and  violence 
of  the  battle,  the  prodigioufnefs 
of  the  fire,  the  nearnefs  of  the 
combatants,  and  the  obftinate  bra¬ 
very  of  the  enemy.  The  whole 
number  hilled  and  wounded,  in 
the  two  aftions  of  the  9th  and 
1 2th  (for  no  feparate  lifis  have 
been  given)  amounted  only  to 
1050,  of  which  253  were  killed 
upon  the  fpot.  It  is  obfervable, 
that  the  (lain  in  the  Ville  de  Paris 
only,  was  faid  to  amount,  at  leaft, 
to  400.  The  brave  Captain  Blair 
of  the  Anfon,  who,  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  had  moft  gallantly 
fought  the  Dolphin  againft  the 
Dutch,  in  the  north-fea  a6lion 
under  Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  fell 
gJorioufly  on  this  day.  The  lofs 
of  Loid  Robert  Manners,  fon  of 
the  late  Marquis  of  Granby,  and 
brother  to  the  Duke  of  Rutland, 
was  univerfally  lamented  by  the 
nation  as  well  as  the  navy.  That 
gallant  young  nobleman,  in  the 
command  of  the  Reiolution  of  74 
guns,  had  been  highly  diftinguifh- 
ed  during  the  war,  by  a  feries  of 
the  moft  brilliant  actions  ;  and 
being  moft  grievouflv  wounded  in 
this  battle,  (though  with  fair 
hopes  of  recovery  from  the  excel¬ 
lency  of  his  conftitution)  was,  to 
the  great  lofs  of  his  country  and 
the  lervice,  carried  off  by  a  locked 
jaw,  a  few  days  after,  on  his  paf- 
fage  to  England. 

Thirty-fix  chefts  of  money,  def¬ 
ined  to  the  pay  and  fubfiftence  of 
the  troops  in  the  defigned  invafion 
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of  Jamaica,  were  found  in  the 
Ville  de  Paris.  The  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  fhip  with  re- 
fpedt  to  her  name  and  origin,  as 
well  as  her  greatnefs  and  beauty, 
rendered  her  a  prize  not  a  little 
flattering  to  the  vigors.  She  had 
been  a  prefent  from  the  city  of 
Paris  to  Lewis  the  15th,  in  that 
fallen  ftate  of  the  French  marine, 
which  prevailed  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  former  ruinous  war,  fuf- 
tained  by  that  nation  againft  Eng¬ 
land.  No  pains  or  expence  were 
fpared,  to  render  the  gift  worthy 
of  that  great  city,  and  of  the 
monarch  to  whom  it  was  prefent- 
ed  ;  fo  that  fhe  was  faid  to  have 
coft  176,000k  fterling,  in  her 
building  and  fitting  out  for  fea. 
It  feeined  to  be  a  fingular  fortune, 
that  the  whole  train  of  artillery, 
with  the  battering  cannon,  and 
travelling  carriages,  intended  for 
the  attack  on  Jamaica,  happened 
to  be  on  board  the  fhips  which  were 
now  taken. 

As  it  grew  dark,  the  admiral 
thought  it  neceftary,  in  order  to 
keep  the  1  fleet  collected,  to  fecure 
the  prizes,  and  to  afford  time  for 
enquiring  into  the  ftate  and  con¬ 
dition  of  the  fhips  that  had  luffer- 
ed  in  the  a&fon,  to  bring  to  for 
the  night.  The  routed  enemy 
made  off  to  leeward,  in  the  great- 
eft  diforder  and  confufion  ;  and 
were  totally  out  of  fight  in  the 
morning.  The  rout  and  difnaay 
had  been  continued  and  increafed, 
by  the  clofe  purfuit  of  Commodore 
Affleck  in  the  Bedford,  and  feme 
other  of  the  Britifh  fhips,  who 
kept  an  unceafing  fire  upon  them, 
until  it  was  quite  dark.  Some 
ran  down  for  fhelter  and  relief  to 
the  Dutch  ifland  of  Curaipoa  ; 
which  was  but  in  indifferent  con- 
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dition  for  affording  either.  The 
greater  part,  however,  under  Mon- 
fieurs  de  Bougainviile,  and  de  Vau- 
drevil,  keeping  together  in  a  body, 
made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Cape 
Francois.  It  was  evident,  that  a 
,  few  hours  longer  day  light,  would 
have  produced  the  deltrudlion  of 
the  whole  French  fleet. 

Sir  George  Rodney  attempted 
to  purlue  the  enemy  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  morning  ;  but  the  fleet 
was  becalmed  under  Guadaloupe 
for  three  days  fucceffively  after 
the  battle,  which  afforded  the 
moft  happy  opportunity  that  could 
happen  for  the  efcape  of  the  enemy. 
The  admiral  having  at  length  ex¬ 
amined  the  bays  and  harbours  of 
the  neighbouring  iflands,  and  be¬ 
ing  fatisfied  that  they  were  gone 
to  leeward,  difpatched  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  (whole  divifion,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  being  in  the 
rear,  and  coming  up  late,  had 
fuffered  but  little  in  the  battle) 
to  the  weft  end  of  St.  Domingo, 
or  Hifpaniola,,  in  the  hope  that 
he  might  be  able  to  pick  up  fonte 
of  their  difabled  fhips  ;  he  him- 
felf  following  with  the  reft  of  the 
fleet  under  an  eafy  fail,  in  order  to 
rejoin  him  off  Cape  Tiberoon. 

Succefsful,  gioiious,  and  high¬ 
ly  important  in  its  confequences 
as  this  adlion  was,  yet  it  did  not 
pafs  entirely  free  from  a  certain 
degree  of  criticifm  and  cenfure. 
It  has  been  faid,  both  in  the  fer- 
vice  and  out,  that  if  the  enemy 
had  been  inftantly  purfued,  when 
they  ran  to  leeward  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  the  fleet  would  thereby  have 
efcaped  the  calm  which  detained 
it  fo  long  under  Guadaloupe,  and 
»hat  very  few,  if  any,  of  the 
French  fhips  could  have  efcaped  ; 
whereby,  they  fay,  the  battle 


would  have  held  a  foremoft  place 
amongft  thofe  the  moft  glorious, 
and  the  moft  happily  decifive  in 
their  confequences,  that  are  re¬ 
corded  in  hiftory,  Without  en¬ 
tering  into  the  merits  of  a  quef- 
tion,  of  which  vve  cannot  be  com¬ 
petent  judges,  it  may  in  general 
be  obferved,  that  great  and  fignal 
fervice  fhould  be  received  with 
gratitude,  in  whatever  way,  with¬ 
out  difhonour,  it  is  performed  ^ 
that  too  ftridt  a  fcrutiny  in  fuch 
cafes  feems  invidious  $  for  that  all 
human  adtion  is  liable  to  fault  and 
to  error  j  but  that  where  the  good 
greatly  predominates,  it  fhould 
fpread  like  gold  in  fully  covering 
over  the  imperfeflion.  Things 
will  appear  in  a  very  different 
point  of  view  upon  a  cool  retro- 
fpedt,  and  with  a  full'  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumftances  on  both 
fules,  from  what  they  would  ta 
the  fame  perfons,  under  all  the 
circumftances  and  impreftions,  the- 
doubt,  hurry,  uncertainty,  and 
even  a  bfolure  ignorance  as  to  many 
effential  matters,  incident  to  a 
long  fought,  arduous,  and  exten- 
five  naval  battle.  The  old  ab- 
fervation,  that  the  lookers  on  at 
gamefters,  though  greatly  infe¬ 
rior  in  knowledge  and  judgment, 
will  eaftly  perceive  thofe  blots  and 
etrors,  which  pafs  unnoticed  by 
the  part  ies  immediately  concern* 
ed,  will  apply  with  equal  juftnefs, 
to  thole  who  fight,  and  to  thofe 
who  talk  or  judge  of  battles. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  proceeded  on 
the  execution  of  his  commifllon 
with  fuch  alacrity  and  dilpatch, 
that  on  the  very  day  .  •,  , 

after  his  departure  P11  * 

from  the  fleet,  he  defcried  five  fail 
of  French  veflels,  in  the  Mona 
paifage,  which  feparates  the  ifland 
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of  Porto  Rico  from  Hifpaniola. 
A  general  chace  immediately  en- 
fued  ;  and  after  feveral  hours  pur¬ 
suit,  the  Valiant  and  Magnifi¬ 
cent  of  74  guns  each,  having  far 
outlailed  the  reft  of  the  fquadron, 
came  up  with,  and  after  a  Abort 
engagement  took,  the  Jafon  and 
Caton,  French  fhips  of  war  of  64 
guns  each,  together  with  two  of 
the  frigates  which  were  in  their 
company.  The  third  frigate,  when 
upon  the  point  of  being  taken, 
had  the  fortune  to  eficape,  by  an 
unexpe&ed  {hi  ft  of  wind  in  her 
favour.  The  two  French  fh  ps  of 
the  line,  loft  a  number  ot  men, 
and  fuffered  greatly  otherwife  in 
this  ftiort  action  ;  while  the  lofs 
in  the  two  Englilh  ihips  was  very 
trifling. 

Thus  the  enemy  loft  eight  fhips 
of  the  line  by  the  late  action  ;  fix 
of  thel'e  were  in  the  pofleffion  of 
the  Englifh,  one  had  been  funk, 
and  the  Cefar  blown  up  after  her 
capture.  Four  other  of  their  fhips 
had  got  into  Cura^oa,  and  the 
French  commanders  were  for  fe¬ 
veral  weeks  totally  ignorant  of  their 
fate  j  fo  that  no  lefs  than  twelve 
fail  of  their  line  was  miffing,  and 
for  any  thing  that  was  yet  known, 
the  whole  were  either  loft  or  taken. 

Sir  Samuel  Hood  joined  the- 
fleet  off  Cape  Tiberoon  j  and  the 
enemy  having  now  no  force  to 
windward.  Sir  George  Rodney 
proceeded  with  the  difabled  fhips 
and  the  prizes  to  Jamaica  j  as 
well  for  their  repair,  as  for  the 
greater  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  if 
the  combined  enepny  fhould  ftill 
venture  to  make  any  attempt  to¬ 
wards  the  profecution  of  their  for¬ 
mer  defign.  He  arrived  there  by 
the  end  of  April  ;  and  nothing 
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-  could  be  more  glorious,  or  more 
flattering  to  human  nature,  than 
the  real  triumph,  though  without 
its  antient  oftenfive  and  odious 
forms,  which  he  enjoyed  upon 
that  occafion.  The  inhabitants  of 
that  ifland,  which  had  been  fo 
long  marked  out  for  war  arid  ruin, 
and  menaced  by  a  preparation  and 
force  fo  vaft,  as  had  hitherto  been 
unknown  in  the  new  world,  not 
only  faw  themfelves  at  once  freed 
from  the  clanger,  but  beheld  the 
principal  commander  of  that  ar¬ 
mament  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  great  an  object  of  their 
terror,  himfelf  brought  a  prifoner 
into  the  intended  feene  of  his  hof- 
liiity  and  conqueft,  and  accompa¬ 
nied  by  fix  of  thofe  capital  ihips, 
now  under  Englifh  colours  and 
command,  which  had  fo  lately 
been  the  deftined  inftruments  of 
their  deftru&ion. 

Indeed  the  fortune  of  Sir  George 
Rodney,  had  been  peculiarly  lin¬ 
gular,  as  well  as  highly  glorious 
in  the  prefent  war.  Within  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  two  years,  he  had 
given  a  fevere  blow  to  each  of  our 
three  powerful  and  dangerous  ene¬ 
mies,  the  French,  Spaniards  and 
Dutch.  He  had  taken  an  admiral 
of  each  nation  ;  a  circumftance 
perhaps  unequalled.  He  had,  in 
that  time,  added  twelve  line  ot 
battle  fhips,  all  taken  from  the 
enemy,  to  the  Brltiih  navy  ;  and 
deftroyed  five  more.  And  to  ren¬ 
der  the  whole  ftill  more  fingularly 
remarkable,  the  Ville  de  Paris  is 
faid  to  be  the  only  firft  rate  man  of 
war  that  ever  was  taken,  and  car¬ 
ried  into  port,  by  any  commander 
of  any  nation.  It  would  not  be 
eafy,  after  fuch  inftances,  confi- 
dered  in  all  their  circumftances, 
[*0J  3  to 
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to  deny  that  fortune  has  her  pecu¬ 
liar  favourites. 

The  admiral  had  left  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  with  about  twenty -five 
fliips  of  the  line,  to  keep  the  fea, 
and  watch  the  motions  of  the  com¬ 
bined  enemy  at  Hifpaniola.  For 
they  were  ttill  formidable  both  by 
fea  and  land,  at  leaft  with  refpeCt 
to  numbers  and  appearance.  The 
Spaniards  had  16  inips  of  the  line, 
and  about  8000  troops,  at  Cape 
Francois  ;  feverai  French  men  of 
war,  of  the  fame  defcription,  and 
on  the  fame  defign,  had  been 
through  the  year  upon  that  fta- 
tion  ;  and  the  remains  of  the  Count 
de  Graffe’s  fleet,  which  were  now 
collected  there  under  Vaudrevil, 
amounted  to  twenty-three  fail  of 
the  line.  But  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  was  now  no  more.  The  late 
blow  was  toofevere  to  be  foon  for¬ 
gotten  ;  and  the  parties  who  had 
telt  any  part  of  its  weight,  were 
neither  difpofed  or  in  condition 
for  farther  exertion.  All  their  de¬ 
signs  upon  Jamaica  were  accord¬ 
ingly  given  up  by  both  nations. 
The  Spanifli  fleet  and  troops  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Havanna  ;  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  French  fhips  of  war 
came  home  with  convoys  ;  and  the 
Count  de  Vaudrevil,  with  the 
remainder,  amounting  to  thirteen' 
fail  of  the  line,  proceeded  ro  North 
America  ;  but  more  to  evade  the 
hurricane  feafon,  to  recover  his 
men,  and  to  repair  or  fupply  his 
fhips,  than  with  a  view  to  any  ac¬ 
tive  fervice. 

This  happy  naval  victory,  great 
in  itfelf,  and  rendered  greater  by 
the  critical  nature  of  the  time, 
not  only  feed  red  our  remaining 
pcffefllons,  but  might  be  faid  to 
dole  the  Weft-India  war,;  nothing 
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of  confequence  being  afterwards 
undertaken  on  either  fide  in  that 
quarter.  It  was  of  (till  greater 
importance  in  its  general  effeCts, 
from  that  fudden  and  unexpected 
change  it  produced  in  our  fltua- 
tion,  from  the  high  reputation 
which  fo  extraordinary  and  fuc- 
cefsful  an  exertion  afforded,  at  an 
inftant  when  we  feemed  to  be 
nearly  overwhelmed  as  well  as 
furrounded  by  our  numerous  and 
powerful  enemies,  and  by  the  ad¬ 
ditional  weight  it  gave  us  as  a 
nation,  whether  for  the  accom¬ 
plishment  of  peace,  or  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  profecution  of  the  war. 

Admiral  Pigot  having  arrived 
from  England  to  fucceed  Sir 
George  Rodney  in  the  Weft-India 
ftation,  that  commander  failed 
from  Jamaica  on  the  beginning  of 
Auguft,  on  his  way  home  to  the 
enjoyment  of  thofe  honours,  which 
were  the  due  reward  of  his  fer- 
vices.  For  he  had  been  created 
an  Englifti  peer,  by  the  title  of 
Lord  Rodney,  immediately  upon 
the  flrft  account  being  received  of 
the  late  victory.  Sir  Samuel  Hood 
was  likewife  honoured  with  an 
Irifli  peerage.  Admiral  Drake, 
whofe  conduCt  and  gallantry  bad 
fo  admirably  feconded  the  views 
of  his  commander  in  obtaining  the 
late  victory,  together  with  Com¬ 
modore  Affleck,  who  had  been 
highly  diftinguifh.ed  in  both  ac¬ 
tions,  were  honoured  with  baro¬ 
netages.  Thus  honours,  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  held  their  due 
courfe  ;  becoming  the  prizes  of 
valour,  good  conduCt,  and  flgnal 
fervice. 

North- America  afforded  no  mili¬ 
tary  tranfaCtionsof  any  confequence 
during  this  period.  The  oppo- 
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fite  armies  at  New  York  and  in 
its  neighbourhood,  were  fo  nearly 
balanced  with  refpeft  to  force,  and 
to  the  ftrength  of  their  relpe&ive 
polls  and  detences  that  little  room 
for  enterprize  was  left  on  either 


fide.  This  Hate  of  ina&iviry  was 
happily  confirmed,  by  the  reio- 
luuons  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
againll  the  American  war,  and 
the  fubfequent  negociations  lor 
peace. 


CHAP,  X. 

Minorca.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  Fatal  frogrefs  of  the  Jcurvy  and 
■other  diforders  in  the  garrifon.  WeakneJs  in  point  of  number.  Succefsful 
attack  on  the  Duke  de  Crtllon  s  head-quarters  at  Cape  Mola.  Powder 
magazine  blown  up,  bomb  battery  defroyed ,  and  a  ffiip  funk  by  the  fire 
from  the  fortrefs.  Garrifon  being  reduced  by  fcknejs.  General  Murray 
fubmits  to  the  neceffty  of  a  capitulation.  Humanity  and  tendernefs  of  the 
enemy  to  the  fick.  Coafls  of  thefie  kingdoms  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington  fails  with  a  fquadron  to  the  Bay ,  and  falls  in  with  a 
French  convoy.  Captain  Jarvis  takes  the  Pegaje  of  74  guns.  Mofi  of 
the  convoy  taken.  V Adtionaire,  of  64  guns ,  taken  by  Capt.  Maitland. 
Lord  Howe  fails  to  the  coafi  of  Holland.  Dutch  feet  returns  to  the  Texel 
upon  his  approach.  Combined  fleets ,  in  their  way  from  Cadiz,  fall  in 
with  the  Newfoundland  and  Quebec  convoy,  and  take  fever al  vejfcls . 
Combined  fleets  approach  the  channel.  Lord  Howe  fails,  with  a  very 
inferior  force ,  to  protedl  the  Great  Jamaica  convoy.  Enemy  return  to 
port ,  without  effecting  a  junction  with  the  Dutch,  or  being  able  to  inter - 
cept  the  convoy ~  Preparations  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  Royal  George 
man  of  war  loji  at  Portjmouth  j  Admiral  Kempenfeldt.  Several  officers , 
with  a  great  number  oj '  people,  unfortunately  perifh.  Lord  Howe  fails 
for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  State  of  that  fortrejs.  Vajl  preparations , 
by  fiea  and  land ,  for  its  attack ,  by  the  combined  fleets  and  armies  of  France 
and  Spain •  Confidence  placed  in  the  new  confl  rutted  battering  fhips  con¬ 
trived  by  the  Chevalier  de  Arcon.  Some  account  of  thofie  formidable  ma¬ 
chines.  Arrival  of  the  French  Princes  of  the  blood  in  the  camp  before 
Gibraltar.  Letters  between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and  General  Elliot . 
Unexpected  and  violent  cannonade  and  bombardment  from  the  garrifon ,  by 
which  the  enemy  s  works  Juffier  greatly .  Violent  fire  on  the  fortre/s.  Com¬ 
bined  fieets  arrive  at  ALgeziras.  Grand  attack.  Dreadful  cannonade 
and  bombardment,  from  the  lines,  the  battering  ffiips,  and  the  garrifon. 
Admiral's  Jhip,  and  another ,  at  length  Jet  on  fire ,  and  blow  up  in  the 
night.  General  conflagration.  Extraordinary  exertions  of  gallantry  and 
humanity ,  difiplayed  by  Captain  Curtis ,  and  his  fieamen  in  the  gun  boats, 
in  Javing  the  enemy  from  the  fames.  Battering  fhips  entirely  defroyed, 
btorm  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Spanijh  ffiip  of  the  line  driven  under  the 
batteries,  and  taken  by  the  garrifon.  Britifh  fleet  arrives  in  the  Straits. 
Mofi  of  the  fore  fhips  mifs  the  bay,  and  pafs  with  the  fleet  into  the  Medi¬ 
terranean.  Combined  fleets  follow,  but  avoid  aftion.  Lord  Howe  hav - 
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ing  landed  the  troops ,  and  fucce  [fully  relieved  Gibraltar ,  repaffes  the 
Straits.  Followed  by  the  combined  fleets,  Difant  cannonade y  and  par¬ 
tial  aftion  in  the  Atlantic. 


WE  /hall  now  return  from  the 
new  world,  to  conhder  the 
flare  of  the  war,  and  the  principal 
military  tranfa&ions  which  took 
place  in  the  old.  Though  Minorca 
was,  of  neceffity,  abandoned  to  its 
fate  by  Great-Britain,  yet  the 
preparations  for  the  fiege  of  Fort 
St.  Philip’s  as  well  from  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  places,  which  were 
to  (upply  the  vaft  artillery,  and 
the  immenle  quantities  of  military 
flores  and  materials  deemed  necef- 
fary  for  the  reduction  of  that  for- 
trefs,  as  from  the  various  difficul¬ 
ties  and  delays  incident  to  their 
conveyance  by  fea,  could  not  but 
occafion  fome  condderable  wade 
of  time,  before  the  operations  of 
the  fiege  were  effe&ually  com¬ 
menced. 

The  eagernefs  of  Spain  to  gain 
poffeflion  of  this  ifland  was  fo  ex- 
ceffive,  that  the  court  feems  to  have 
departed,  in  fome  degree,  from  that 
dignity  of  character,  which  fhould 
ever  be  infeparably  united  with 
royalty,  by  an  infidious  endeavour, 
through  the  medium  of  an  im- 
menfe  bribe,  to  corrupt  the  fide¬ 
lity  of  the  governor.  Nor  did  the 
Duke  de  Crillon  feem  entirely  to 
pay  a  proper  attention  to  his  own 
rank  and  reputation,  nor  to  pre-; 
ferve  a  due  recollection  of  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  diftinCtion  entailed  upon 
his  family,  by  the  peculiar  virtue 
of  an  illuftrious  ancedor,  when  he 
defcended  to  become  the  indrument 
in  fuch  a  bufinefs.  Gencial  Mur¬ 
ray  treated  the  infult  with  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  that  haughty  difdain,  in¬ 
cident  to  the  conicioufnefs  of  an 
lice  and  illudripus  ancef- 


try,  and  with  the  generous  indig¬ 
nation  and  dern  refentment  of  a 
veteran  foldier,  who  feels  himfelf 
wounded  in  the  tendered  part,  by 
an  infidious  attempt  upon,  and 
confequently  fulpicion  of  that  ho¬ 
nour,  which  he  had  fet  up  as  the 
great  object  and  idol  ot  his  life. 

The  fortrefs  had  been  clofely 
invefted,  and  its  communications 
with  the  country  entirely  cut  off, 
from  the  immediate  landing  of  the 
enemy,  which  took  place  about 
the  middle  of  Augud.  By  this 
means  ihe  garrifon  were  deprived 
of  all  fupplies  of  vegetables;  and 
that  want  alone,  has  not  often 
produced  more  unfortunate  effeCts. 
In  all  other  refpeCts  they  were  ad¬ 
mirably  provided  ;  for  the  (lores 
and  magazines  were  amply  fur- 
nifhed  with  e  very  kind  of  excellent 
falted  provifions  ;  with  good  bread, 
peafe,  rice,  wine,  and  other  fuit- 
able  neceffaries,  as  well  for  the 
fick  as  for  thofe  who  were  in 
health  ;  and  all  thefe  in  fuch  abun¬ 
dance,  as  would  have  lupported 
double  the  number  of  men,  for  a 
longer  time  than  the  fiege  conti¬ 
nued.  But  the  fmgle  want  of  ve¬ 
getables,  was  fufficient  to  dedroy 
all  the  benefits  that  were  reafon- 
ably  to  be  hoped  from  the  general 
plenty  in  other  refpeCts,  and  to 
produce  a  didemper,  as  we  have 
formerly  obferved,  that  feemed 
little  to  be  apprehended,  in  that 
climate  and  foil.  Tne  fcurvy  raged 
among  the  troops  in  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  as  has  not  often  been  ex¬ 
ceeded  in  the  mod  foggy  and  hu¬ 
mid  northern  climates,  and  even 
under  the  word  circumdances  of 
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water  and  provifions  ;  while  this 
inveterate  enemy  was  aided  in  its 
courfe,  as  ukial,  by  its  dedruCtive 
conc©mitants,  a  putrid  pedilential 
fever,  and  a  mortal  dyfentery. 

It  is  how’ever  to  be  obferved, 
that  other  caufes  concurred  to  the 
ill  effects  produced  by  the  imme¬ 
diate  want  of  vegetables.  Much 
the  greater  part  of  the  Brttilh  troops 
had  been  eleven  years  on  the  iflandj 
and  the  fcldiers  had  lived  constant¬ 
ly  upon  halted  meats,  during  the 
whole  of  that  time.  So  iong  a 
courfe  of  living  upon  fait  provi- 
ftons,  although  the  baneful  effects 
were  greatly  qualified  by  the  li¬ 
beral  u!e  of  thole  alimentary  or 
fanative  vegetables,  of  which  the 
ifland  produces  fuch  an  exube¬ 
rance,  could  not  but  induce  a  ge¬ 
neral  fcorbutic  taint  among  the 
ttooos,  and  pre-dilpofe,  even  the 
belt  constitutions,  to  the  reception 
of  that  fatal  diforder,  whenever 
they  were  deprived  of  the  only 
corrective  to  fuch  an  unwholefome 
diet.  Its  progrefs  was  likewife 
much  furthered  by  the  clofe  con¬ 
finement  of  the  troops  within  the 
narrow  limits  of  the  fortrefs  ;  and 
{till  more  by  the  tainted  air  of  the 
cafemates  and  fouterrains,  which 
the  intolerable  cannonade  and*bom- 
bardment  of  the  enemy  rendered 
their  only  habitations,  and  which 
neceiTarily  became  every  day  more 
infeCticus  by  occupancy. 

The  combined  forces  amounted 
to  16,000  regular  troops;  and 
they  brought  a  prodigious  artil¬ 
lery,  confiding  ot  109  pieces  of 
the  heavieft  cannon,  and  36  great 
mortars,  to  aCt  upon  the  place. 
The  garrifon  confided  only  of 
2692  men  of  all  forts  :  ot  thefe, 
2016,  were  Englifh  and  Hanove¬ 
rian  regular  troops ;  including, 
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however,  in  this  number,  400  in¬ 
valids,  who  had  been  lent  thi¬ 
ther  from  England  fo  long  be¬ 
fore  as  the  year  1775.  A  marine 
corps,  who  had  been  formed  on 
the  prefent  occafion,  and  who, 
preferving  their  health  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  regular  troops,  were 
of  excellent  fervice  in  the  fiege, 
compofed  the  greater  part  of  the  re¬ 
mainder.  A  handful  or  Greeks  and 
Corficans  likewife  behaved  with 
great  bravery. 

The  fortrefs  was,  in  fome  re-" 
1‘peCts,  exceedingly  drong  ;  the 
ditch,  and  all  the  fubterraneous 
defences,  being  cut  out  of  the  liv- 
ing  rock  ;  the  great  arches  which 
covered  the  caiemates  were  bomb¬ 
proof  ;  and  the  defences  every 
where  undermined.  But  the  up¬ 
per  works  by  no  means  correfpond- 
ed  in  drength  with  the  under  • 
and  by  fome  things  which  have 
fince  come  our,  from  thole  who 
had  a  right  to  be  the  bed  informed 
on  the  fubjeCt,  it  would  ieem,  as 
if  through  fome  negligence,  (whe¬ 
ther  abroad  at  home)  they  had 
likewife  grown  out  of  condition. 
The  works  were  befide  fo  nume¬ 
rous  and  extenfive,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  garrifon,  even  in  full  health, 
did  not  amount  to  half  the  num¬ 
ber,  which  would  have  been  ne- 
ceffary  to  their  effectual  defence. 

The  knowledge  of  this  weaknefs 
probably  led  the  Duke  de  Criilon, 
to  lie  more  unguardedly  in  his  head 
quarters  at  Cape  Mola  than  he 
might  perhaps  otherwife  have  done  : 
while  the  obfervation  of  this  neg¬ 
ligence  induced  a  vigorous  and 
fuccefsful  Tally  from  the  garrifon, 
who  furprizing  and  routing  the 
enemy,  chaced  the  duke  from  his 
pod,  and  fecured  rhemfelves,  for 
the  prefent,  lo  effectually  in  it, 
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that  though  he  brought  up  his 
whole  arm/  to  diftodge  them,  he, 
after  much  hefitation,  at  length 
defifted  from  the  attack.  The 
luccefsful  party  returned  fafe  to 
the  garrifon  on  the  following  night, 
bringing  with  them  about  a  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners,  among  whom  were 
a  lieutenant-colonel,  three  cap¬ 
tains,  and  four  or  five  fubaltern 
officers.  This  brilk  adtion  was 
probably  intended  by  General 
Murray,  as  a  perfonal  military 
rebuke  to  the  Duke  de  Crillon  j 
and  which  the  latter  had  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  returning,  at  lead;  in 
the  fame  manner. 

This  happened  pretty  early  in 
the  month  of  November;  about 
which  time  the  enemy  having 
opened  their  bomb  batteries,  a 
(hell  from  the  caftle  had  the  for¬ 
tune  to  fall  upon  a  powder  maga¬ 
zine,  which  by  its  explofion  de- 
flroyed  one  of  them  entirely  ;  a 
number  of  men  were  blown  up, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  loaded 
(hells,  either  fpent  their  force  in 
the  air,  or  burft  more  deftrudlive- 
jy  among  the  troops.  The  artil¬ 
lery  of  the  fortrefs  was  likewife  fo 
well  ferved,  as  foon  after  to  fink 
a  jfbip  in  the  harbour,  which  was 
newly  come  in  loaded  with  am¬ 
munition  and  (lores  for  the  fupply 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries.  But  thefe 
final!  fuccefies,  however  pleafing 
and  encouraging  at  the  time,  could 
in  no  degree  counterbalance  the 
increafing  ravages  of  thofe  difeafes 
which  lo  unhappily  prevailed  in 
the  garrifon.  Nor  could  the  dif¬ 
ferences  that  unfortunately  took 
place  between  the  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor,  tend  in  any 
degree  to  the  lefiening  of  evil,  or 
to  the  removal  of  difficulty. 

Though  the  enemy  kept  a  mod 


cautious  diftance  in  the  conftruc- 
tion  and  progrefs  of  their  works, 
and  that  their  troops  were  io  ex¬ 
treme!  y  careful  not  to  expofe  them- 
felves,  as  to  be  laughed  at  by  our 
lick  and  dying  foldiers,  who  faid 
that  they  fhouid  be  fent  to  fchool 
to  learn  to  (land  fire  ;  yet,  their 
vail:  and  numerous  artillery,  were 
fo  weighty,  powerful,  and  incef- 
fant  in  their  battery,  and  fuch 
(bowers  of  great  fhells  were  conti¬ 
nually  poured  into  the  place,  that 
they  foon  produced  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  effect  in  ruining  the  upper 
defences  of  the  fortrefs,  and  de¬ 
mounted  or  rendered  ufelefs  a 
greater  number  of  cannon,  than 
had  been  known  in  any  fimilar 
circumftances. 

Nothing  ever  exceeded  the  zeal, 
valour  and  conftancy  difplayed  by 
the  garrifon.  The  behaviour  of 
the  private  men,  (who  were  the 
marked  viQims  to  the  reigning 
diftempers)  through  the  courfe, 
and  particularly  towards  the  ciofe 
of  this  fiege,  was  indeed  beyond 
example.  Numbers  of  foldiers 
died  on  guard,  whofe  generous 
eagernefs  to  defend  theplace,  made 
them  conceal  their  illnefs  to  the 
laft,  in  order  to  prevent  their  be¬ 
ing  fent  away  to  the  hofpitals  from 
a  fervice  which  held  fo  firm  a  pof- 
feffion  of  their  hearts.  Such  no¬ 
ble  n  e  fs  of  mind  and  conduct  de- 
ferved  a  better  fortune.  The  ar¬ 
tillery  corps,  as  in  every  fervice, 
whether  of  the  former  or  the  pre- 
fent  war,  were  in  the  high  eft  de¬ 
gree  diftinguiihed  ;  fo  that  it  has 
been  a  queftion  with  military  men, 
whether  all  the  other  countries  in 
Europe  could  produce  a  fet  of 
bombardiers  and  cannoneers,  equal 
to  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the 
defence  of  Fort  St„  Philip.  It  is 
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almoft  needlefs  to  obferve,  that 
the  Teamen,  who  compcfed  the 
marine  corps,  did  everything  that 
could  have  been  expected, v'even 
from  that  hardy  and  intrepid  or¬ 
der  of  men. 

In  the  beginning  of  February 
the  garrifon  was  fo  much  reduced 
by  ficknefs,  that  there  were  only 
660  men  left  who  were  in  any  de¬ 
gree  fit  for  duty  ;  and  of  thefe, 
all  but  one  hundred  were  fo  far 
tainted  with  the  fcurvy,  that  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons  declared, 
they  could  hold  out  only  a  very 
few  days,  before  they  mull  of  ne- 
ceflity  be  fent  to  the  hofpital  ;  and 
as  a  corroboration  of  this  opinion, 
no  lefs  than  106  had  been  fent  thi- 
rher  in  the  three  preceding  days. 
Thev  likewife  declared,  that  a  few 
days  longer  obllinacy  in  defence, 
mull  prove  the  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  remains  of  that  brave 
garrifon  ;  as  there  was  no  pofiible 
remedy  lor  the  fick,  nor  means 
even  of  keeping  the  greater  part  of 
them  much  longer  alive,  but  by  a 
fpeedy  relief  of  wholefome  air, 
aided  by  an  abundant  fupply  of 
vegetables.  The  neceflary  guards, 
on  the  laft  night  of  the  defence, 
required  415  men  upon  dutw,  fo 
that  there  were  only  245  left, 
which  was  170  lefs  than  the  ne- 
ceffary  number,  for  the  next  re¬ 
lief  ;  and  no  picket  could  at  all 
be  formed.  It  was  likewife  much 
to  be  apprehended,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  fenfible  of  their  weaknefs, 
would  carry  the  place  by  a  coup  de 
main ,  as  had  been  actually  done 
in  the  former  fiege,  when  the  for- 
trefs  was  defended  by  General 
Blakeney,  and  the  garrifon  was 
many  degrees  flronger  than  the 
prefent. 


Under  all  thefe  cir¬ 
cumstances,  the  gover¬ 
nor  found  himfelf  re¬ 
duced  to  the  neceflity  of  a  capitu¬ 
lation,  by  which  he  obtained  all 
the  honours  of  war,  and  every 
thing  elfe  he  required,  excepting 
that  article  only,  of  freeing  the 
garrifon  from  the  condition  of 
prifoners  of  war,  which  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  allured  him,  his  mailer, 
the  Spanifh  King,  had  particular¬ 
ly  tied  him  down  in  his  indruc- 
tions  from  granting  ;  the  troops 
were  however  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
England,  but  fuhjedt  to  the  cul- 
tomary  conditions,  until  they  were 
either  exchanged,  or  difeharged 
by  a  peace.  The  Corficans  and 
other  foreigners  were  fecured  in 
their  perfons,  effects,  and  in  the 
liberty  of  going  where  they  pleaf- 
ed  ;  and  lour  natives  of  the  ifland, 
who  were  all  that  had  abided  the 
fortune  of  the  garrifon,  in  the 
polfelfion  of  their  property,  and  of 
their  rights  as  citizens. 

So  tragical  a  fpe6tacle,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fo  glorious  to  the 
fufferers,  has  not  often  been  beT 
held,  as  the  poor  remains  of  the 
garrifon  exhibited  in  their  march 
through  the  Spanifli  and  French 
armies,  which  were  drawn  up  in 
oppolite  lines  for  their  paflfage. 
600  old,  emaciated,  worn-down, 
and  decrepid  foldiers,  were  follow¬ 
ed  by  120  of  the  royal  artillery, 
and  by  200  feamen  ;  about  20 
Corficans,  and  a  fomewhat  greater 
number  of  Greeks,  Moors,  and 
Turks,  clofed  the  procefilon.  The 
feene  became  Hill  mere  melancho¬ 
ly  and  interefling,  when  the  bat¬ 
talions  arrived  at  the  place  ap¬ 
pointed  for  laying  down  their 
arms  ;  the  foldiers  exclaiming, 
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with  tears  in  their  eyes,  that 
“  they  furrendered  them  to  God 
alone and  at  the  ftuue  time, 
feeming  to  derive  great  confo- 
lation  from  the  opinion,  that  the 
vidtors  could  not  boaft  of  their 
conqueft  in  taking  an  hofpital. 
This  circumftance,  of  the  indig¬ 
nation  and  grief  exprefled  by  the 
Britifh  troops  on  laying  down  their 
arms,  was  mentioned  in  terms  of 
admiration,  and  of  the  high  eft  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  garrifon,  in  the  Spanifh 
accounts  which  were  publilhed  of 
this  tranlaciion. 

The  generous  lympathy  fhewn 
by  the  enemy  upon  this  occafion, 
and  their  noble  humanity  after, 
was  no  lefs  highly  to  their  honour. 
It  has  been  allured,  by  an  autho¬ 
rity  not  to  be  queftioned,  that  fe- 
veral  of  the  common  foldiers  of 
both  armies,  were  fo  moved  by  the 
wretched  condition  of  the  garri¬ 
fon,  that  involuntary  tears  drop¬ 
ped  from  them  as  they  palled.  The 
lubfequent  humanity,  kindnefs  and 
tendernefs,  fhewn  by  the  Duke  de 
Crilion,  the  Count  of  the  fame 
name  and  family,  and  the  Baron 
de  Falkinhayn,  who  commanded 
the  French  troops,  in  their  conti¬ 
nued  fupply  of  all  necelfaries  to 
the  lick,  and  their  unremitted  at¬ 
tention  to  their  recovery,  was  be¬ 
yond  all  praife.  Such  ads,  “  foften 
“  the  rugged  front  of  war,”  and 
tend  to  wear  away  all  traces  of 
national  enmity. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  illanci 
of  Minorca,  near  fourfcore  years 
after  its  reduction  by  Englifh  arms 
and  valour  to  the  dominion  of  this 
country  j  and  after  being  long 
conlidered  as  one  of  the  fplendid 
jewels  of  the  Britifh  crown,  as 
well  as  an  ilSuftnous  monument  of 
^our  national  power  and  renown. 
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As  the  feafon  for  naval  a<5tion 
began  to  open,  great  threats  were 
held  out,  of  the  mighty  effects  to 
be  produced  by  a  combination  of 
the  whole  naval  force  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland  ;  whole  unit¬ 
ed  fleets,  it  was  laid,  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  ftxty  fhips  of  the 
line,  would  fweep  the  coafts  of 
Europe,  from  the  Straits  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  to  the  extremities  of  Nor¬ 
way,  and  fpread  defoiation  and 
ruin  along  the  coafts  of  Great- 
Britain  and  Ireland,  in  their  paf- 
lage  to  and  from  the  northern 
ocean.  Unequal  as  our  home  force 
was  to  withftand  this  formidable 
combination,  it  became  an  object 
of  the  firft  importance  to  leften 
the  effefl  by  preventing  the  entire 
completion  of  the  union,  which 
was  only  to  be  done  by  keeping 
fuch  a  watch  upon  the  Dutch 
fleet  as  would  dilable  them  from 
penetrating  the  Channel,  in  their 
way  to  join  our  more  fouthera 
enemies  at  Breft,  which  was  the. 
appointed  place  of  rendezvous. 

Necefiary  and  important  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  attention  to  this  ob¬ 
ject  v/as,  it  could  not  but  greatly 
reftrain  and  weaken  our  exertions 
on  the  coafts  of  France  and  Spain, 
and  particularly  increafe  that  fe-^ 
curity  to  their  convoys,  which* 
through  their  fucceffes  in  the  war, 
and  general  fuperiority  at  fea,  were 
now  far  more  frequent  and  nume¬ 
rous,  than  they  ever  had  been  be¬ 
fore  in  any  conteft  with  this  coun¬ 
try.  Under  the  preffure  of  this? 
double  neceflity,  of  equally  pro¬ 
viding  with  an  inferior  force,  for 
all  the  fervices  and  contingencies 
which  might  occur  on  either  fide 
of  the  channel,  from  the  Naze  of 
Norway  to  the  bottom  of  the  Bay 
of  Bifcay,  it  required  the  mo  ft  con-. 
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fummate  judgment  in  the  new  ad¬ 
miralty,  then  juft  formed,  as  well 
as  all  the  naval  ability,  by  which 
our  home  commanders  were  at 
that  time  fo  highly  diftinguifhed, 
to  mete  our  their  attention  and 
ftrength  to  either  objeft,  with  fo 
fteady  a  hand,  and  fo  nice  a  ba¬ 
lance,  that  no  lofs  might  be  fuf- 
tained,  or  poflible  advantage  mif¬ 
fed,  on  the  one  fide,  through  any 
error  or  excefs  in  the  portion  of 
either  allotted  to  the  other. 

This  plan  of  operation,  though 
principally  defenfive,  by  no  means 
excluded  the  defign  of  feizing  eve¬ 
ry  favourable  opportunity  of  ac¬ 
tive  fervice  and  adventure  which 
might  come  in  the  way  ;  but  fo  as 
not  to  lofe  fight  of  the  main  ob- 
je&s. 

It  indeed  commenced  with  ex¬ 
ertion.  While  the  reft  of  the 
home  fleet  was  in  a  ftare  of  more 

April  ,3th.  QAr'e.rs  Preparation, 
o  J  Admiral  Barrington 
failed  from  Portf- 
mouth  for  the  Bay,  with  12  fail 
of  the  line,  and  having  arrived 
fomething  lefs  than  a  dav’s  fail 
to  the  fouth-weft  of  Ufliant,  Capt. 
Macbride,  in  the  Artois  frigate, 
made  the  fignal  of  difcovering  ao 
enemy’s  fleet.  The  Artois  was 
fo  far  a-head,  that  although  it 
was  about  noon,  it  was  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty  the  admiral  could 
diftinguifh  the  colour  of  the  flag 
which  flte  hoifted.  The  fignal 

20th  *°r  a  £enera*  chace  being 
immediately  thrown  out, 
the  enemy  began  to  be  vifible, 
about  three  o’clock,  from  the 
maft-head  ;  and  the  admiral’s  fh ip, 
the  Britannia,  was  foon  left  far 
behind,  by  feveral  of  the  primeN 
failers.  Of  thefe,  Capt.  Jarvis, 
in  the  Foudroyant,  fo  far  out- 


ftripped  all  the  reft,  that  when 
night  came  on,  with  hazy  and 
very  blowing  weather,  he  foon 
loft  them  entirely  $  but  he  kept  a 
full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  pur- 
fued  them  with  unremitting  vi¬ 
gour. 

The  chaced  fleet  confifted  of 
18  fail,  laden  with  ftores,  provi- 
fions,  ammunition,  and  convey¬ 
ing  a  confiderable  number  of 
troops,  for  the  fupply  and  rein¬ 
forcement  of  the  French  fleet  and 
forces  in  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  being 
particularly  defigned  to  fupply  the 
lofs  of  that  con vov  which  had  been 
taken  by  Admiral  Kempenfeldt  in 
the  preceding  winter.  They  had 
failed  from  Breft  only  the  day  be¬ 
fore,  and  were  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Prote&eur  and  Pegafe, 
of  74  guns  each,  L’A&ionaire,  of 
64  guns,  but  armed  en  flute>  and 
a  frigate. 

The  Foudroyant  gaining  fo  faft 
upon  the  chace,  that  it  became 
evident  they  could  not  get  oft, 
without  an  engagement,  the  con¬ 
voy  was  difperfed  by  fignal,  and 
the  two  French  74  gun  fliips  hav¬ 
ing  confulted,  it  was  determined, 
that  as  the  Prote&eur  had  a  large 
quantity  of  money  on  board,  fhe 
fhould  make  the  b eft;  of  her  way  ; 
and  that,  if  fighting  was  inevita¬ 
ble,  the  Pegafe  fhould  abide  the 
confequences.  This  determination 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  one  of 
the  mod  fignal  actions  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  and  for  placing  the  pro- 
feflional  fkill  and  gallantry  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Jarvis  in  the  meft  confpicuous 
point  of  view. 

The  two  fliips  were  well  match¬ 
ed  in  point  of  force  and  condition. 
Both  were  frefli  from  port  •  and 
if  a  fuperiority  in  number  of  fix 
guns,  in  fuch  high  rates,  could 
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be  thought  an y  great  matter  of 
advantage  on  the  fide  of  the  Fou- 
droyant,  it  was  probably  fully 
Compenfated  by  the  weight  of 
metal  on  the  other.  A  little  be¬ 
fore  one  in  the  morning.  Captain 
Jarvis  came  up  with,  and  clofely 
engaged,  the  Pegafe,  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  de  Sillans.  The 
action  Was  extremely  fierce,  while 
it  lafted  ;  but  within  lefs  than  an 
hour  from  its  commencement, 
Capt.  Jarvis  laid  the  French  fhip 
aboard  on  the  larboard  quarter, 
and  the  Pegafe  was  compelled  to 
furrecder.  Nothing  could  afford 
a  more  linking  inftance  of  the 
decided  fupefiority  of  feamanfhip 
and  difcipline  on  the  one  fide,  and 
of  the  great  effects  which  they 
are  capable  of  producing,  than 
the  circumftances  of  this  adtion. 
The  carnage  in  the  Pegafe,  was 
beyond  any  thing  that  could,  have 
been  fuppofed  in  fo  fhort  an  action. 
Above  flour- fcore  men  were  killed, 
and  a  great  number  wounded. 
The  damage  to  the  fir  ip  was  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
men.  Hull,  mails,  and  yards, 
were  all  materially  injured.  On 
the  other  fide,  the  damage  to  the 
Foxidrcyant  was  very  trifling  ;  net 
a  man  was  killed  ;  Capt.  Jarvis 
himfelf,  and  a  few  feamen  only, 
were  wounded  ;  his  wound  was 
flight,  and  none  of  the  others 
nicrtaL  It  feemed  peculiar,  that 
the  Protecteur  and  Pegafe,  the 
guard  of  the  prefent  convoy,  were 
witnefles  to  the  lols  of  the  former, 
under  the  fame  deflination,  when 
taken  by  Admiral  Kempenfeldt. 

The  weather  was  fo  boifterous, 
and  the  fea  fo  extremelv  rouph, 
that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  attended  with  the  lofs 
•f  two  boats,  that  Capt.  Jarvis 
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could  put  an  officer  and  80  men 
on  board  the  French  fhip,  and 
bring  off  about  40  of  the  prifoners. 
Thefe  circumftances  along  with 
the  lhattered  condition  of  the 
prize,  and  the  difficulty  of  keep¬ 
ing  together,  began  to  render  her 
fituation,  in  more  refpedls  than 
one  critical;  but  the  Queen  man 
of  war  coming  in  fight  foon  after 
day-light,  took  upon  her  the 
charge  of  the  difabled  fhip  ;  which 
was  the  mere  timely,  as  the  Fou- 
droyant  and  they  foon  loft  fight  of 
each  other,  in  the  hard  gale  which 
enfued.  * 

The  chace  along  with  the  hard 
weather,  had  fo  greatly  fcattered 
the  Britiih  fquadron,  that  the 
Admiral  was  obliged  to  bring  to, 
and  continue  in  that  pofition  for 
forty-eight  hours,  in  order  to  col¬ 
lect  the  fhips.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  purluers  were  neither  flack  nor 
unfuccefsful  in  their,  chace  ;  about 
a  dozen  fhips  of  the  convoy,  with 
leveral  hundred  troops  on-board, 
being  brought  fafe  to  England. 
The  weather  becoming  more  fa¬ 
vourable  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  after  the  feparation  of  the 
Foudroyant,  Capt.  Maitland,  of 
the  Queen,  had  already  taken  out 
about  300  of  the  prifoners,  and 
lent  an  officer  with  a  party  of  men, 
to  reinforce  thofe  which  Capt. 
Jarvis  had  put  on  board  the  Pe¬ 
gafe,  when  a  large  man  of  war 
appeared  in  fight,  which  the  French 
officers  allured  him  to  be  their  late 
confort,  the  Protedteur,  of  74 
guns. 

Captain  Maitland  ordered  the 
Pegafe,  and  a  cutter  he  happened 
to  have  in  company,  to  make  the 
beft  of  their  way  to  the  firft  con¬ 
venient  port  in  England,  and, 
incumbered  as  he  was  with  pri- 
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Toners,  immediately  purfued  the 
enemy.  After  a  chace  of  fourteen 
hours,  he  came  up  in  the  night 
with  the  French  fhip,  and  after 
pouring  in  his  broacfide,  and  re¬ 
ceiving  hers,  was  much  furprifed 
to  find  that  fhe  firuck  her  colours. 
But,  inftead  of  the  Protedleur, 
the  prize,  much  to  the  diiappoint- 
ment  of  the  captain,  and  his  Fh ip’s 
company,  proved  to  be  the  A&i- 
onaire,  armed'  as  we  have  obferv- 
ed,  en  flute ,  but  commanded  by 
an  officer  of  rank  and  reputation, 
and  having  250  Teamen,  and  550 
Toldiers  on  board  ;  of  which  num¬ 
ber  nine  were  killed,  and  twenty- 
five  wounded,  by  the  fingle  broad- 
fide  flie  received.  This  fliip  was 
in  all  refpedts,  both  as  an  acqui- 
Tuion  and  a  lofs  to  the  enemy,  a 
very  valuable  prize,  having  a  great 
quantity  of  naval  and  ordnance 
ftores  on  board,  befides  wine, 
rum,  provifions,  and  feveral  chefts 
of  money.  Capt.  Maitland  now 
had  his  hands  fufficiently  full  ;  for 
befides  the  management  of  two 
great  fliips,  with  the  crew  only  of 
one,  he  was  involved  in  the  care 
of  no  lefs  than  1100  prifoners. 
The  accidental  coming  up  of  the 
Latona  frigate,  ferved,  in  a  con- 
fiderable  degree,  to  leffien  this  em- 
barraffiment. 

The  continuance  of  bad  wea¬ 
ther,  obliged  Admiral  Barrington 
to  finifh  this  fhort  but  very  fuc- 
cefsful  cruize,  by  returning  to  Eng¬ 
land  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
month.  Neither  the  Qu  een  fhip 
of  war,  nor  the  prizes,  had  joined 
the  fquadron,  before  their  return. 
It  was  much  to  the  fatisfadlion  of 
the  public,  that  the  order  of  the 
Bath  was  immediately  after  con¬ 
ferred  on  the  gallant  Sir  John 
Jarvis. 


The  accounts  which  were  re¬ 
ceived  about  this  time,  of  Sir 
George  Rodney’s  decifive  victory 
in  the  Weft-Indies,  of  Sir  Eyre 
Coote’s  fuc cefles  in  the  Eaft,  and 
of  the  taking  of  Negapatam  and 
Trincamale,  ferved,  along  with 
the  confidence  founded  on  the  new 
adminiftration,  greatly  to  raife  the 
fpirits  and  hope  of  the  nation  • 
which  indeed  had  fufficient  occa- 
fion  for  delpondency,  under  a  fe- 
ries  of  fuch  unfortunate  events* 
as  are  hitherto  unequalled  in  our 
hiftory. 

Environed  as  we  were  by  pow¬ 
erful  enemies,  both  on  the  north 
and  the  fouth  fide  of  the  channel, 
it  was  impoffible,  with  fo  inferior 
a  force,  at  once  to  guard  againfl 
their  defigns,  and  to  provide,  at 
the  fame  time,  for  the  eflfedtual 
prefervation,  in  all  its  parts,  of 
our  commerce.  Upon  the  return 
of  Admiral  Barrington’s  fquadron. 
Admiral  Kempenfeldt  failed  with 
eight  or  nine  Blips  of  the  line,  to 
their  place  in 
the  bay  ;  and  intelli¬ 
gence  being  received,  that  the 
Dutch  were  preparing  with  their 
whole  force  to  come  out  of  the 
Texel,  with  a  view,  in  the  firfl, 
inftance,  of  convoying  their  great 
outward-bound  fleets  of  merchant¬ 
men  out  of  danger,  and  then  of 
proceeding  themfelves  to  fulfil  the 
fcheme  of  joining  our  fouthern 
combined  enemies,  Lord  Howe 
was  obliged,  in  a  week  after 
Kempenfeldt’s  departure,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  a  fquadron  of  about 
a  dozen  Blips  of  the  line,  from 
Portfmouth,  to  the  coafts  of  Hol¬ 
land,  in  the  hope  of  intercepting, 
or  at  leaft  of  confining  the  enemy, 
and  of  effedtually  fruftrating  any 
defigns  he  might  have  formed 
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upon  our  North  Sea  and  Baltic 
trade. 

The  Dutch  fleet  had  already 
failed  ;  but  the  intelligence  of  Lord 
Howe’s  irrovement  obliged  them 
to  return  haftily  to  the  Texel. 
After  cruizing  near  a  month  upon 
the  Dutch  coalls,  the  fquadron 
growing  very  fickly,  being  parti¬ 
cularly  affedled  by  an  epidemic 
diforder,  which  the  extraordinary 
bad  weather  of  that  fu miner  had 
rendered  generally  prevalent,  both 
by  fea  and  land,  and  finding  that 
the  Dutch  fhewed  no  manner  of 
difpofition  to  venture  out  of  the 
Texel,  Lord  Howe  returned  to 
Portfmomh,  where  being  joined 
by  the  {hips  trom  the  Bay,  under 
Admiral  Kernpenfeldt,  every  dif- 
patch  was  ufed  in  preparing  the 
fleet  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the 
combined  enemy,  who  were  foon 
expected  to  appear  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Channel. 

M.  de  Guicben  had  been  for 
fome  time  at  Cadiz,  from  whence 
he  and  Don  Cordova,  with  about 
25  French  and  Spanifh  {hips  of  the 
line,  failed  in  the  beginning  of 
June,  and  in  their  progrefs  to  the 
northward,  while  they  expe&ed 
to  be  joined  by  the  fquadrons 
from  Breft,  and  other  ports,  they 
fell  in  with  our  outward-bound 
Newfoundland  and  Quebec  fleets, 
which  were  under  the  convoy  of 
Admiral  Campbell,  who,  in  a  50 
gun  fli ip,  accompanied  by  fome 
frigates,  was  going  to  his  com¬ 
mand  at  the  former  of  thel'e  {ra¬ 
tions,  for  the  protection  of  the 
filhery.  About  18  of  the  convoy, 
lad  en  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  wit h 
provifions,  were  taken  ;  the  fhips 
of  war,  with  the  remainder,  had 
thb  good  fortune  to  efcape. 

The  enemy  being  now  entire 


mailers  of  the  fea,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  ftraits  to  Ufhapr,  were  able 
to  difpatch  their  great  outward- 
bound  convoys,  and  to  receive 
their  homeward,  with  the  utmoli 
facility  and  fatety  ;  while  we  were 
under  no  fmall  apprehenfion  for  the 
lafety  of  a  rich  and  great  convoy 
from  Jamaica,  which  was  on  its 
Way  home,  under  the  care  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  with  only 
three  fhips  of  the  iine  for  its  pro¬ 
tection.  Lord  Howe  failed  from 
Portfmouth  early  in  July,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  Admirals,  Barring¬ 
ton,  Sir  J.  L.  Rofs,  and  Kem- 
penfeldt  ;  but  thefe  dillinguifhed 
commanders  had  only  21  fbips  of 
the  line  to  fupport  their  defigns 
and  adventure,  while  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  were  cruizing  a- 
bout  the  chops  of  the  channel, 
with  more  than  double  their 
force. 

Lord  Howe  kept  to  the  well- 
ward  of  the  enemy,  in  order  to 
proteCt  and  receive  the  Jamaica 
fleet,  and  it  required  all  the  dex¬ 
terity  and  profeffional  Ikill  which 
eminently  dillinguifhed  that  no¬ 
bleman,  and  the  commanders  act¬ 
ing  along  with  him,  to  1  ecu  re  this 
objeCt,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
avoid  being  forced  into  an  en¬ 
gagement,  where  the  vail  fuperi- 
ority  of  force  againll  him,  could 
not  but  produce  fome  degree  of 
its  proper  effeCt.  Sir  Peter  Parker 
arrived  fafe  with  his  convoy,  by 
the  end  of  July;  the  combined 
enemy  derived  as  little  advantage 
from  this,  as  they  had  from  their 
preceding  adventures  upon  the 
channel  ;  and  the  Dutch  fleet  Hill 
continued  unable  to  join  them. 

The  return  of  the  fleet  to  Portf¬ 
mouth  was  marked  by  a  calamity 
of  the  moll  grievous  kind,  and 
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Tr'liich  was  individually  fell  by  the 
nation  with  the  deepeft  concern. 
The  protettion  of  the  homeward- 
bound  Baltic  fleet,  the  preventing 
the  Dutch  from  failing  to  the 
fouthward,  and  the  relief  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  were  the  great  naval  ob¬ 
jects  {till  in  view  ;  and  were,  each 
of  them  fingly,  of  the  very  firft 
importance.  It  was  then  a  moll 
critical  junCture,  to  lofe  one  of 
the  bell  commanders,  the  b eft 
fhips  and  a  number  of  the  beft 
officers  and  feamen  in  the  Britifh 
fervice.  And  this  lofs,  not  to  be 
fuftained  in  the  arduous  conflict 
with  a  brave  enemy,  or  under  the 
expofure  of  the  more  dreadful 
fury  of  the  elements,  but,  at 
home,  m  harbour,  and  in  a  date 
of  the  greateft  apparent  fecurity. 

Several  of  thofe  fhips  which 
were  in  the  beft  condition  for  iea, 
had  proceeded  to  the  Downs,  un¬ 
der  Admiral  Milbanke,.  in  order 
to  attend  to  the  motions  of  the 
Dutch,  while  the  reft  of  the  fleet 
were  in  a  hafty  ftate  of  equipment 
at  Portfmouth,  and  replenifhing 
their  ftores  of  water  and  provifions 
for  the  defigned  expedition  /to 
Gibraltar,  which  was  now  become 
an  objeCt  of  the  utmoft  urgency  ; 
and  even  a  general  cry  riling 
through  the  nation,  at  the  relief 
being  fo  long  deferred,  without 
regard  to  the  necelfities  by  which 
it  was  occafioned. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  it  was 
found  neceflary  that  the  Royal 
George,  of  108  guns,  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Admiral  Kempen- 
feldt,  and  long  held  as  the  firft 
fhip  in  the  Britifh.  navy,  fhould 
receive  a  fort  of  flight  careen, 
which  the  feamen,  in  their  peculiar 
phrafeology,  call  a  parliament  hetl : 
the  fh ip  being  to  be  laid  in  a  cer- 
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tain  degree  upon  her  fide,  while 
the  defeCtsunder  water,  which  oc- 
cafion  the  examination,  are  recti¬ 
fied.  This  feeuis  to  be  a  common 
operation,  in  cafes  where  the  de¬ 
fects  are  not  fo  great  as  to  require 
a  thorough  careen,  or  where  the 
delay,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
of  going  into  dock,  cannot  be 
difpenied  with  ;  and  being  ufually 
praCtifed  in  ftill  weather,  and 
fmooth  water,  is  fuppofed  to  be 
attended  with  fo  iittle  difficulty, 
or  danger,  that  the  admiral,  cap-4 
tain,  officers  and  crew,  all  conti¬ 
nued  on  board,  and  neither  guns, 
ftores,  water,  or  provifions  $  were 
removed. 

This  bufinefs  was 
undertaken  betimes 
in  the  morning,  a  gang  of  car¬ 
penters  from  the  dock  attending 
to  aftift  her  own  ;  and,  it  is  faid, 
that  finding  it  neceflary  to  ftrip  off 
more  of  her  fheathing  than  was  at 
fiift  expeCted,  their  eagernefs  to 
come  at  the  leak,  induced  them 
to  heel  her  a  ftrake  more  upon  her 
fide,  than  had  been  intended,  and 
than  poftibly  the  commande 
knew.  The  fh  ip,  as  is  ufually 
the  cafe  upon  coming  into  port, 
was  crowded  with  people  from  the 
fhore  j  particularly  women,  who 
were  not  eftimated  at  lefs  than 
300.  Among  thefe  were  many  of 
the  wives  and  children  of  the  fea¬ 
men,  and  petty  officers,  who, 
knowing  the  fleet  was  to  fail  upon 
diftant  and  perilous  fervice,  ea¬ 
gerly  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
coming  to  fee  their  hufbands  and 
fathers.  Between  eight  and  nine 
hundred  of  the  crew  of  the  Royal 
George,  including  marines,  were 
then  on  board. 

In  this  fituation,  about  ten  in 
the  morning,  the  admiral  being 
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writing  in  his  cabin,  and  much 
the  greater  part  of  the  people  hap¬ 
pening  then  to  be  between  decks, 
a  fudden  and  unexpected  fquall  of 
wind  threw  the  {hip  fatally  upon 
her  lide,  and  her  gun-ports  being 
open,  and  the  motion  of  the  can¬ 
non  probably  increafing  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  fhock,  Ihe,  aimed  in- 
ftantly,  filled  v/ith  water,  and 
went  to  the  bottom.  A  victualler, 
which  lay  alongfide  the  Royal 
George,  was  fwallowed  up  in  the 
whirlpool,  which  the  fudden 
plunge  of  fo  vad  a  body  in  the 
water  occafioned  ;  and  feveral 
fmall  craft,  though  at  fome  mo¬ 
derate  didance,  were  in  the  mod 
imminent  danger. 

The  admiral,  with  a  number 
of  brave  officers,  and,  in  general, 
mod  of  thofe  who  were  between 
decks,  perifhed.  The  guard,  in¬ 
cluding  thofe  who  happened  to  be 
along  with  them,  on  the  upper 
deck,  were  more  fortunate  ;  the 
greater  part  being  faved  by  the 
boats  of  the  fleet.  About  70  others 
were  likewife  faved.  The  exaCt 
number  of  people  on  board  at  the 
time,  could  not  be  aicertained  ; 
but  it  was  fuppofed,  that  from 
900  to  looo  were  led.  Something 
about  three  hundred,  modiy,  if 
not  entirely,  of  the  fhip’s  com¬ 
pany,  were  faved.  Capt.  Wag- 
horne,  whofe  gallantry  in  the 
North  Sea  battle,  under  Admiral 
Parker,  had  procured  him  the 
command  of  this  fhip,  had  the 
fortune,  though  feverely  battered 
and  bruifed,  to  be  faved  ;  but 
his  fon,  a  lieutenant  of  the  Royal 
George,  happening  to  be  one  of 
thofe  who  were  unfortunately  be¬ 
low,  perifhed. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  Royal 
George,  which  carried  the  tailed 


mads,  the  heavied  metal,  and  had 
the  greated  number  of  flags  hoifled 
in  her,  of  any  fhip  in  the  Britifh 
navy.  She  had  been  repeatedly 
the  feat  of  command  under  almod 
all  our  great  commanders,  and 
upon  the  greated  occafions,  during 
both  the  former  and  the  prefent  - 
war  j  and  had  been  peculiarly 
diftinguifhed  under  Lord  Hawke, 
in  the  celebrated  battle  againd 
M.  Conflans,  when  the  French 
fleet  was  entirely  ruined,  and  fihe 
funk  the  Superbe  of  70  guns,  by 
a  Angle  broadfide,  and  drove  the 
Soleil  Royal,  of  84  guns,  on  fhore, 
where  {lie  was  burnt.  The  lofs 
of  the  fhip,  notwiihdanding  the 
critical  period  at  which  it  hap¬ 
pened,  would  not,  however,  have 
been  much  thought  of,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  brave  men  who 
perifhed  fo  unfortunately  in  her. 

Admiral  Kempenfeldt,  though 
near  70  years  of  age,  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  and  univerfally  lamented. 
He  was  held,  both  abroad  and  at 
home,  to  be,  in  point  of  pro- 
feffional  fcience,  knowledge  and 
judgment,  one  of  the  fird  naval 
officers  in  the  world  ;  particularly 
in  the  art  of  manoeuvring  a  fleet, 
he  was  confidered  by  our  greated 
commanders  as  unrivalled  ;  and 
his  excellent  qualities  as  a  man, 
at  lead  equalled  his  profeffional 
merits  as  an  officer.  His  father 
was  a  Swediih  gentleman,  who 
coming  early  into  the  Englifh  fer- 
viee,  generoufly  followed  the  ruin¬ 
ed  fortunes  of  his  mader,  James 
the  Second.  Being  recalled  by 
Queen  Anne,  after  the  death  of 
that  unfortunate  monarch,  and 
ferving  with  didinftion  in  her 
wars,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  lieutenant-colonel  ;  and 
was,  at  the  tjme  of  his  death, 
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Lieutenant-governor  of  the  ifland 
of  Jerfey.  That  gentleman’s 
private  character  was  fo  admira¬ 
ble,  as  to  be  depifled  and  immor¬ 
talized  by  Addifon,  in  the  Specta¬ 
tors  ;  where  it  has  ever  been  ad¬ 
mired  under  the  well  known  ap¬ 
pellation  of  Captain  Sentry. 

A  large  fum  of  money,  which 
did  honour  to  the  feelings  of  the 
public,  and  was  correspondent  to 
that  generous  benevolence  and 
bounty  which  fo  highly  diftin- 
guifh  the  nation,  was  immediately 
raifed,  by  fubfeription,  in  London, 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows,  chil¬ 
dren,  and  other  depending  rela¬ 
tions,  of  thofe  who  had  perifhed 
by  this  fatal  accident. 

The  Dutch  fleet,  which  had 
for  feveral  days  been  cruizing  in 
the  North  Sea,  having  returned 
to  the  Texel,  and  our  great  con¬ 
voy  from  the  Baltic  fo  nearly  ar¬ 
rived,  as  to  be  out  of  danger,  the 
lquadron,  which  had  been  de¬ 
tached  to  attend  to  thefe  fervices, 
under  Admiral  Milbanke  dnd 
Commodore  Hotham,  returned 
with  the  utmofl:  expedition,  in  or¬ 
der  to  accompany  the  fleet  in  the 

c  _  ,  expedition  to  Gibral- 

oept.  t  1  th.  f  rT  .  .  •- 

r  tar.  Upon  this  junc¬ 

tion,  Lord  Howe  failed  from 
Portfmeuth,  with  34  fhips  of  the 
line,  feveral  frigates  and  fire- 
fhips,  a  fleet  of  tranfporis  vic¬ 
tuallers,  and  ftore-fbips,  with  a 
body  of  troops  on  board,  for  the 
relief  of  that  garrifon.  He  was 
accompanied  by  the  Admirals 
Milbanke  and  Sir  R.  Hughes,  as 
well  as  bv  Commodore  Hotham, 
and  by  as  brave  and  able  a  fet  of 
naval  officers,  as  had  ever  been 
joined  in  any  fervice. 

Gibraltar  was  now,  indeed,  be¬ 
come  an  objed  fo  confpicuous  on 


the  great  theatre  of  the  world,  as 
to  attrad  the  attention  of  all  the 
informed  part  of  mankind  *  and 
its  fiege  and  defence  began  to  vie 
in  celebrity  with  the  mod  famous  of 
thofe  recorded  in  antient  or  mo¬ 
dern  hiftory.  Even  thofe  nations 
which  w^e  account  barbarous,  and 
who  have  communicated  that  ap¬ 
pellation  to  fo  large  and  fo  fine  a 
portion  of  the  coafts  of  Africa, 
were  led  by  that  irrefiftible  fym- 
pathy,  which  the  exertions  of 
valour,  in  its  arduous  ftruggles 
againft  fuperior  powder,  produces 
in  the  fierceft  and  mofl:  lawlefs 
minds,  to  be  deeply  interefted  in 
this  event. 

The  joy  of  the  Spanifh  king* 
upon  the  taking  of  Fort  St.  Phi¬ 
lip’s,  was  manifefl:  and  extreme,. 
If  it  be  true,  as  has  been  reported, 
that  the  plan  of  that  expedition 
and  fiege  was  entirely  laid  by  him- 
felf,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  efiay, 
lliould  greatly  increafe  the  Tatis— 
fa&ion,  which  the  recovery  of  fo 
confiderable  an  ifland,  and  fo  an¬ 
tient  an  appendage  to  his  crown, 
'would  otherwife  have  afforded.  In 
fuch  a  ftate  of  temper,  it  was  no 
lefs  natural,  that  the  immediate 
inflruments  in  giving  effect  to  the 
defign  (hould  not  be  forgotten. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon  was  accord¬ 
ingly  appointed  Captain  General 
of  the  Spanifh  armies,  and  Don 
Jofeph  Moreno,  who  commanded 
the  marine  in  that  expedition, 
was  advanced  to  high  naval  rank, 
Thefe  rewards,  however,  looked 
forward  as  well  as  retrofpedtively  ; 
they  were  intended  as  the  earned 
of  future  fervice  ;  and  the  con¬ 
queror  of  Minorca  was  deftined  to 
the  recovery  of  Gibraltar. 

No  means  were  neglected,  nor 
[*/*]  2  expence 
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expence  fpared,  to  in  fore  the  fuc- 
ceis  of  this  defign.  Spain  found 
by  experience,  that  all  her  at¬ 
tempts  in  the  ufual  forms  upon 
the  place,  whether  by  fea  or  by 
land,  were  totally  ineffective  ;  and 
that  the  cruel  ineafure  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  town#  odious  as  it  was, 
went  no  farther  than  to  the  exter¬ 
mination  of  the  inhabitants,  with¬ 
out  tending,  in  the  fmalleft  de¬ 
gree,  to  the  reduction  of  the  gar- 
rifon.  It  forely  wounded  her 
pride,  that  the  utmofl  exertions 
of  her  power  fhould,  in  the  face 
of  the  world,  be  for  fo  many 
years  baffled,  in  the  unavailing 
conflict  of  a  vaft  and  powerful  em¬ 
pire,  with  a  handful  of  men  fhut 
up  on  a  barren  rock.  The  court 
was  likewife  greatly  and  parti¬ 
cularly  irriratedr  through  the  dif- 
grace  which  attended  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  works  and  batteries 
in  the  preceding  year  by  the  gar- 
rifon.  So  that  ambition,  honour, 
pride  and  revenge,  were  all  con¬ 
current,  in  urging  to  the  utmoft 
exertions  of  power  and  of  fkill, 
for  the  conqueft  of  that  place; 
and  as  all  former  exertions  had 
failed,  the  invention  and  appli¬ 
cation  of  new  means  became  a 
matter  of  neceflity. 

It  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that 
while  Gibraltar  was  fo  long  held 
out  as  an  objpCt  of  attention  and 
admiration  to  the  world,  that  the 
powerful  motives  of  fame  and 
honours,  and  the  ftrong  paffion 
that,  tends  to  the  exercife  and 
difjplay  of  talents,  fhould  not, 
among  the  great  number  of  feten- 
tific  and  ingenious  men  with  which 
Europe  abounds,  have  excited  the 
genius  and  induftry  of  feme  or 
other  to  the  difeovery  of  means, 
for  overcoming  thofe  obftacles  of 


art  and  nature,  which  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  found  infurmount- 
abie  in  all  attempts  upon  the 
place.  Nor  could  it  be  doubted, 
under  the  circumftances  we  have 
feen,  that  fuch  projects,  if  at  all 
feaftble,  would  be  feduloufly  at¬ 
tended  to. 

The  Chevalier  de  Arcon,  a 
French  engineer,  of  high  note, 
however,  feemed  to  be  the  hero 
deftined  to  the  fall  of  Gibraltar. 
His  plan  was  fo  highly  approved 
of,  that  the  king  himfelf  is  faid 
to  have  taken  a  part  in  its  modi¬ 
fication,  or  adjuftment  j  hoping  to 
have  borne  away  a  royal  (hare  of 
the  honour  in  this  inftance,  as  well 
as  in  that  of  Minorca.  The  plan 
had  been  propofed  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  preceding  year  ;  the 
preparations,  though  vaft,  and 
exceedingly  expeniive,  were  now 
nearly  completed  ;  and  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  place  was  not  only 
deemed  certain,  but  the  powers  to 
be  ufed  were  fo  prodigious  and 
terrible,  that  little  lefs  than  the 
annihilation  of  the  fortrefs  was 
expeded  to  be  the  confequence 
of  any  great  obftinacy  of  defence 
in  the  garrifon. 

In  the  eagernefs  which  pre¬ 
vailed  at  Madrid,  for  the  carrying 
of  this  point,  it  had  been  pro¬ 
pofed  to  bring  a  whole  fleet  to  the 
direCf  battery  and  attack  of  the 
place,  on  all  (ides,  by  fea,  while 
the  army  was  to  carry  on  a  furious 
affault  by  land  ;  and  the  facrifice 
of  from  ten  to  twenty  fhips  of  war, 
as  the  occafton  might  require,  was 
decreed  to  be  the  contented  price 
of  fuccefs. 

The  French  engineer  ridiculed 
this  fcheme  as  wild  and  incom¬ 
petent.  He  (hewed  that  it  would 
be  attended  with  the  certain  de- 
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ftruCtion  of  the  fhips,  without  pro¬ 
ducing  the  fmalleit  effect  upon  the 
fortrefs.  His  plan  went  to  the 
conftru&ion  of  floating  batteries, 
■or  fhips,  upon  luch  a  principle, 
that  they  could  neither  be  funk, 
nor  fired.  The  firft  of  thefe  pro¬ 
perties  was  to  be  acquired  by  the 
extraordinary  tkickneis  of  timber, 
with  which  their  keels  and  bot¬ 
toms  were  to  be  fortified  ;  and 
which  was  to  render  them  proof  to 
all  danger  in  that  refpeCt,  whether 
from  external  or  interna!  violence. 
The  fecond  danger  was  to  be  op- 
pofed,  by  fecuring  the  fides  of  the 
ill ips,  wherever  they  were  expofed 
to  fhot,  with  a  ftrong  wail,  com- 
poled  of  timber  and  cork,  a  Jong 
time  foaked  in  water,  and  includ¬ 
ing  between,  a  large  body  of  wet 
fand  ;  the  whole  being  of  fuch  a 
thicknefs  and  detifiiy,  that  no  can¬ 
non-ball  could  penetrate  within 
two  feet  of  the  inner  partition. 
A  conftant  fupply  of  water  was 
to  keep  the  pans  expofed  to  the 
sCtion  of  fire  always  wet ;  and  the 
cork  was  to  aCt  as  a  fiponge,  in  re¬ 
taining  the  moifture. 

for  i his  purpofe,  ten  great  fhips, 
from  600  to  1400  tons  burthen, 
(lome  of  them  laid  to  be  of  50 
or  60  guns)  were  cut  down  to  the 
ftate  required  by  the  plan  ;  and 
200,000  cubic  feet  of  timber  was, 
with  infinite  labour,  worked  into 
their  conftruCtion.  To  protect 
them  from  bombs,  and  the  men 
at  the  batteries  from  g'ape,  or 
defeending  fhot,  a  hanging  roof 
was  contrived,  which  was  to  be 
worked  up  and  hown  by  fprings, 
with  eafe,  and  at  pleafure ;  the 
roof  was  compofed  of  a  ftrong 
rope-work  netting,  laid  over  with 
a  thick  covering  of  wet  hides; 
while  its  hoping  poiition  was 
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calculated  to  prevent  the  fhells 
Irom  lodging,  and  to  throw  them 
off  into  the  fVa  before  they  could 
take  effect.  The  batteries  were 
covered  with  new  brafs  cannon, 
of  great  weight  ;  and  fomerhing 
about  half  the  number  of  fpare 
guns,  of  the  fame  kind,  were  kept 
ready  in  each  fhip,  immediately 
to  fupply  the  place  of  thole  which 
might  be  over-heated.,  or  other- 
wile  diiabled  in  aCtion.  To  ren¬ 
der  the  fire  of  thefe  batteries  the 
more  rapid  and  inftantaneous,  and, 
conlequenrly,  the  more  dreadful¬ 
ly  effective,  the  ingenious  pro¬ 
jector  had  contrived  a  kind  of 
match,  to  be  placed  on  the  lights 
of  the  guns,  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
to  emulate  lightning  in  the  quick- 
nefs  of  its  confumption,  and  the 
rapidity  of  its  action  ;  and  by  which 
ail  the  guns  on  the  battery  were 
logo  off  together,  as  if  it  had  been 
only  a  fingie  fhot. 

But,  as  the  red-het  fhot  from 
the  fortrefs  was  the  enemy  mo  ft 
dreaded,  the  niceft  part  of  this 
plan  fee  ms  to  have  been  the  con¬ 
trivance  for  communicating  water 
*in  every  direction  to  reftrain  its 
effeCf.  In  imitation  of  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood  in  a  living  bo¬ 
dy,  a  great  variety  of  pipes  and 
canals  perforated  all  the  foiid  work- 
manilnp,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
a  continued  fuccefiion  of  water 
was  to  be  conveyed  to  every  part 
of  the  veffels ;  a  number  of  pumps 
being  adapted  to  the  purpofe  of 
an  unlimited  fupply.  By  this 
means  it  was  expected  that  the 
red-hot  fhot  would  operate  to  the 
remedy  ol  its  own  mifehief :  as 
the  very  aCtion  of  cutting  thro* 
thole  pipes  would  procure  its  im¬ 
mediate  extenfion.  So  that  thefe 
i-Tribie  machines,  tearing  with 
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every  fource  of  outward  deftru&i- 
on,  feemed  to  be  themfelves  in¬ 
vulnerable,  and  entirely  fecure  from 
all  danger. 

The  preparation  in  other  re- 
fpedts  was  beyond  all  example.  It 
was  faidt,  that  no  lefs  than  1200 
pieces  of  heavy  ordnance  of  various 
kinds  had  been  accumulated  be¬ 
fore  the  place,  for  the  almoft  num- 
berlefs  intended  purpofes.  of  at¬ 
tack  by  fea  and  land.  The  quan¬ 
tities  of  powder,  iliot,  fheils,  and 
©f  every  kind  of  military  ftore  and 
provifion,  were  fo  immenfe  as  to 
exceed  credibility.  The  quanti¬ 
ty  of  gunpowder  only,  was  laid  to 
exceed  83,000  barrels.  Forty 
gun-boats,  with  heavy  artillery, 
as  many  bomb  veffels  with  twelve- 
inch  mortars,  belides  a  large  boat¬ 
ing  battery,  and  five  bomb  ketches, 
©n  the  ufual  conftruCtion,  were 
all  deftined  to  lecond  the  pow¬ 
erful  efforts  of  the  great  batter¬ 
ing  ill ips.  Nearly  all  the  fri¬ 
gates,  and  fmaller  armed  veffeB 
©f  the  kingdom  were  alfembled, 
to  afford  luch  aid  as  they  might 
be  found  capable  of ;  and  300 
large  boats  were  collected  from 
every  part  of  Spain,  which,  with 
the  very  great  number  already  in 
the  vicinity,  were  to  minifter  to 
the  fighting  veffels  during  acti¬ 
on ,  and  to  land  troops  in  the  place, 
as  foon  as  they  had  difmamled 
the  fortrels.  The  combined  fleets 
of  France  and  Spain,  amounting 
to  fomething  about  50  fliips  of 
the  line,  were  to  cover  and  fup- 
port  the  attack  ;  and  could  not 
but  greatly  heighten  the  terrors  as 
well  as  the  magnificence  of  the 
feene. 

The  preparations  by  land  kept 
peace  with  thole  by  fea.  Twelve 
thoufand  French  troops  were 


brought  to  diffufe  their  peculiar 
vivacity  and  animation  through 

j  .. 

the  Spanifih.  army,  as  well  as  lor 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the 
example  and  exertion  of  their  fu» 
perior  dififc'ipline  and  experience. 
The  Duke  de  Crillon  was  aftifted 
by  a  number  of  the  beft  officers  oi' 
both  countries,  and  particularly 
of  the  be  ft  engineers  and  artille- 
rifts  of  his  own.  The  length  ana 
celebrity  of  the  fiege,  now  ren¬ 
dered  more  intereftmg  by  the  fame 
of  the  prefent  extraordinary  pre¬ 
paration,  had  drawn  volunteers 
from  every  part  of  Europe  to  the 
camp  before  Gibraltar ;  and  not 
only  the  nobility  of  Spam,  but 
many  of  other  countries  were  al¬ 
fembled,  either  to  difpiay  their 
valour*  or  to  gratify  curiciity  in 
beholding  fitch  a  naval  and  mili¬ 
tary  fpedtacie,  as,  it  was  proba¬ 
ble,  had  never  been  before  exhi¬ 
bited.  The  arrival  of  two  princes 
of  the  royal  blood  of  France,  ferv- 
ed  to  increase  the  fplendour  and 
celebrity  of  the  feene.  The  Count 
de  Artois,  the  French  King’s  bro¬ 
ther,  and  his  coufin  the  Duke  de 
Bourbon,  feemed  eager  to  immor¬ 
talize  their  Barnes,  by  partaking 
in  the  glory  of  fo  lignal  and  illus¬ 
trious  an  enterprize,  as  the  reco¬ 
very  of  Gibraltar  to  the  crown  of 
their  kinfman  and  ally. 

T  he  arrival  of  the  French  princes 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  the 
difpiay  of  that  politenefs,  and  the 
exercife  of  thofe  humanized  atten¬ 
tions  and  civilities,  by  which  the 
refined  manners  of  modern  Europe 
have  tended  fo  much  to  divert:  waf 
of  many  parts  of  its  antient  favage 
barbarity.  Some  packets,  con¬ 
taining  a  number  of  letters  direct¬ 
ed  to  the  officers  in  Gibraltar, 
having,  on  the  way,  fallen  into 
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the  hands  of  the  Spaniards,  were, 
of  courie,  tranfaiitted  to  the  court 
of  Madrid,  where  they  lay,  at  the 
time  that  the  Count  de  Artois  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  capital.  The  French 
prince,  in  that  lpirit  of  generofiry, 
which  diftingmfhes  his  family  as 
well  as  his  country,  considering 
this  circumdance  as  affording  a 
pieafmg  opportunity  of  introduc¬ 
tion  to  a  brave  and  generous  ene¬ 
my,  obtained  the  packets  from  the 
king,  and  condefcended  to  convey 
them,  under  his  own  care,  to  the 
camp. 

The  tranfmilTion  of  the  packets 
to  Gib  raltar,  afforded  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  the  Duke  de  Crillon  of 
accompanying  them  with  a  letter 
to  General  Elliot,  in  which,  be- 
fides  informing  him  of  the  arrival 
of  the  F  rench  princes  in  his  camp, 
and  of  this  particular  mark  of  at¬ 
tention  fliewn  by  the  Count  de 
Artois,  he  farther  acquainted  him, 
that  he  was  charged  by  them,  re* 
fpedtively,  to  convey  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  the  ftrongeft  expreffions  of  their 
regard  and  edeem  for  his  perfon 
and  charatter.  The  duke  expref- 
fed  his  own  regards  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  in  the  moll  flattering  terms  ; 
eagerly  wifhing  to  mem  his  ef- 
teem,  and  declaring  the  pleafure 
with  which  he  looked  forward  in 
the  hope  of  becoming  his  friend, 
after  he  had  learnt  to  render  him- 
fe  If  worthy  the  honour  of  facing 
him  as  an  enemy.  He  likewiie 
requeded,  in  the  mod  obliging 
terms,  that  he  would  accept  of  a 
prefent  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  for 
bis  own  ufe,  which  accompanied 
the  letter,  and  of  fome  ice  and 
partridges  for  the  gentlemen  of  his 
boufehold  ;  farther  intreating,  that 
as  he  knew  the  general  lived  en¬ 
tirely  upon  vegetables,  he  would 
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acquaint  him  with  the  particular 
kinds  which  he  liked  bed,  with  a 
view  to  his  regular  fupply.  The 
whole  letter  may  be  confidered,  as 
a  model  of  military  politenefs. 

General  Elliot  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  lefs  polite  or  obliging  in  his 
anfwer,  whether  with  relpeft  to 
the  duke  himfelf,  or  to  the  princes. 
But,  he  informed  the  dtike,  that 
in  accepting  the  prefent,  he  had 
broken  through  a  refolution  which 
he  had  invariably  adhered  to  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war, 
which  was,  never  to  receive,  or 
to  procure  by  any  means  whatever, 
any  provifions  or  other  cotfimodity 
for  his  own  private  ufe  :  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  every  thing  was  fold 
publicly  in  the  garrifon,  fo  that  the 
private  foldier,  if  he  had  money, 
might  become  a  purchafer  with 
the  fame  facility  as  the  governor; 
and  that  he  made  it  a  point  of 
honour,  to  partake  of  both  plenty 
and  fcarcity,  in  common  with  the 
lowed  of  his  brave  fellow  fol- 
diers.  He  therefore  imreated  the 
duke,  not  to  heap  any  more  fa¬ 
vours  of  the  fame  kind  upon  him, 
as  he  could  not  in  future  apply 
them  to  his  own  ufe.— -An  anfwer 
and  condufl  worthy  of  General 
Elliot,  and  of  the  brave  garrifon 
which  he  commanded. 

The  P'rench  princes  arrived  at 
the  camp  about  the  middle  of  Au¬ 
gust,  and  after  examining  the  date 
of  the  preparations  by  land,  re¬ 
viewed  the  new  and  extraordinary 
machines  contrived  by  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  Arcon.  They  were  accom¬ 
panied  on  this  occafion  by  all  the 
principal  commanders  of  both  na¬ 
tions,  whether  in  the  land  or  naval 
fervice  ;  and  the  battering  fhips, 
if  the  French  and  Spanifh  accounts 
are  to  be  credited,  notwithdand- 
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ing  their  vaft  bulk  and  imm-enft 
weight,  not  only  gave  the  great- 
eft  iatisfadtion,  but  aftonifhed  even 
the  moft  intelligent  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  prefent,  when  they  faw  them 
go  through  their  various  evoluti¬ 
ons  with  all  the  eafe  and  dexte¬ 
rity  of  frigates.  The  confidence 
now  placed  in  the  dreadful  and 
immediate  effedt  to  be  produced 
by  their  adlion,  went  beyond  all 
bounds.  Twenty-four  hours  was 
3.  longer  time,  than  the  public  opi¬ 
nion  would  admit  to  be  necef- 
fary,  from  the  commencement  of 
their  attack,  for  the  utter  deftruc- 
tion  of  Gibraltar.  Even  the  com¬ 
manders  held  fimilar  fentiments  j 
and  the  Duke  de  Crillon  was 
thought  extremely  cautious  of 
hazarding  an  opinion,  when  he  aC 
lowed  fo  long  a  term  as  fourteen 
days  to  the  certainty  of  being  in 
pofleffion  of  the  place. 

Thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the 
French  armies,  or  even  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  general,  will  not  be  fur- 
prized,  that  the  arrival  of  the 
princes  of  the  blood  ftiould  excite 
an  extraordinary  enthufiafm  in  the 
troops  of  that  nation.  The  con¬ 
tagion  was  foon  communicated  to 
the  Spaniih  army  j  and  as  foon 
triumphed  over  the  conftitutional 
or  habitual  gravity  of  that  nation. 
The  impatience  of  the  combined 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land  for 
action  became  exceffive  ;  and  eve¬ 
ry  hour  appeared  an  age  until  they 
could  have  an  opportunity,  upon 
fo  confpicuous  a  theatre,  and  un¬ 
der  the  eyes  of  fo  great  a  number 
of  illuftrious  fpedtators,  of  figna- 
lizing  their  refpedlive  valour  and 
emulation  The  infection  even 
reached  to,  arid  produced  its  ef- 
iifi  t  p.qo  the  commanders.  The 


engineer  has  fince  complained, 
that  much  time  was  left,  before 
the  preparation  in  confequence  of 
his  fcheme  was  commenced,  and 
that  the  precipitancy  afterwards,, 
in  hurrying  on  meafures  before  his 
plan  was  entirely  compleated,  mi¬ 
litated  no  lefs  againli  its  luccefs 
than  the  original  delay. 

It  is  not  however  to  be  forgot¬ 
ten,  that  the  apprehenfion  of  Lord 
Howe’s  arrival  to  the  relief  of 
the  place,  which  began  now  to 
be  every  day  expedted,  although 
the  great  inferiority  of  any  force 
which  he  could  bring  was  well- 
known,  would,  notwithftanding* 
independent  of  any  other  circum- 
ftances,  have  efxedlually  ferved, 
both  to  quicken  the  determinations 
of  the  court,  and  to  accelerate 
the  operations  of  the  fleet  and  the 
army.  It  is  likewife  to  be  obferv- 
ed,  that  the  arrival  of  the  princes 
contributed,  on  various  accounts, 
to  further  this  effedt  ;  and  that 
even  the  inconveniences  of  their 
being  detained  long  in  the  camp, 
and  the  prodigious  expence  which 
it  occafioned  to  the  Count  de  Ar¬ 
tois,  were  probably  matters  of  con- 
fideration. 

Although  the  intrepid  defender 
of  Gibraltar  had  long  obferved  the 
(form  gathering,  and  faw  that  it 
muft  foon  fall  with  unparalleled 
violence,  yet  he  could  only  obtain 
feme  general  knowledge  of  the 
immenfe  preparations  that  were 
making,  and  of  the  invention  of 
foine  terrible  machines,  which  had 
infpired  the  enemy  with  a  confi¬ 
dence  of  fuccefs,  to  which  they 
had  been  before  ftrangers  ;  but 
was  utterly  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
nature,  conftrudtion,  and  mode  of 
operation  of  thofe  new-invented 
vjrffels.  This  uncertainty  as  to 
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»he  mode  of  attack,  and  ignorance 
of  the  nature  and  powers  of  a  new 
enemy,  feemed  almoft  fufficient  to 
fhake  the  firmnefs  of  the  mod  tried 
and  conftant  relolution  ;  and  could 
not  but  greatly  increafe  the  al¬ 
ready  numberiefs  anxieties  of  fo 
arduous  and  perilous  a  fituation. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  General 
Elliot  left  nothing  undone,  that 
it  was  p( fiible  for  a  great  com¬ 
mander  to  accomplifh  :  he  pro¬ 
vided  for  every  circuriiftance  of 
danger  that  could  be  foreleen  or 
imagined,  for  the  reception  of 
every  enemy,  whatever  his  mode 
of  operation  might  be  ;  and  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  excellency  of  his  of¬ 
ficers,  and  the  valour  of  the  ad¬ 
mirable  troops  they  commanded, 
was  not  apprehenflve  of  trufting 
the  event  to  the  deciflon  of  that 
fortune,  which  has  ever  been  held 
favourable  to  fuperior  exertions  of 
virtue  and  bravery. 

In  the  mean  time,  unawed  by 
the  vaft  force  with  which  he  was, 
on  every  fide,  by  fea  and  land 
furrouoded.  General  Elliot  did 
not  hefitate,  by  new  and  unex¬ 
pected  infult  and  damage,  to  pro¬ 
voke  his  combined  enemies  to  the 
attack.  For,  obferving  that  their 
works  on  the  land  fide  were  nearly 
completed,  and  iome  of  them 
pretty  far  advanced  towards  the 
fortrefs,  he  determined  to  try 
(though  dubious  of  the  effeCt  from 
the  diftance)  how  far  a  vigorous 
cannonade  and  bombardment,  with 
red-hot  balls,  carcaffes  and  fhelis, 
might  operate  to  their  deftruCtion. 
A  powerful  and  admirably  direct¬ 
ed  firing  commenced  from  the  gar- 
rilon  at  feven  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  8th  of  September,  and 
was  fupported  through  the  day, 
with  the  ufual  unrivalled  (kill  and 


dexterity  of  the  artillery  officers. 
The  effedt  far  exceeded  the  gene¬ 
ral’s  expectation.  By  ten  o’clock, 
the  Mahon  battery,  with  another 
adjoining  to  it,  were  in  flames  • 
and  by  five  in  the  evening,  were 
entirely  confumed,  together  with 
their  gun-carriages,  platforms  and 
magazines,  although  the  latter 
were  bomb  proof.  A  great  part 
of  the  conmmpications  to  the 
eaftern  parallel,  and  of  the  trenches 
and  parapet  for  mufquetry,  were 
likewife  deftroyed  ;  and  a  large 
battery  near  the  bay  was  fo  much 
damaged,  having  been  repeatedly 
on  fire  iri  feveral  places,  that  the 
enemy  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
taking  down  one  halt  of  it.  They 
acknowledged,  that  their  works 
were  on  fire  in  fifty  places  at  the 
fame  inftant.  The  emulation  be¬ 
tween  the  nations,  as  well  as  the 
prefence  of  the  French  princes, 
urged  the  troops  to  expofe  them- 
felves  exceedingly  in  their  efforts 
to  prevent  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  ;  fo  that  their  lofs  in  men, 
under,, lo  dreadful  and  well  directed 
a  fire,  could  not  but  have  been 
very  confiderable.  This  was  in¬ 
deed  fully  within  the  fight  and  ob- 
fervation  of  the  garrifon,  although 
the  Spanifh  and  French  publifhed 
accounts,  in  their  ufual  manner, 
reprefented  the  lofs  of  men  as  be¬ 
ing  fo  trifling,  that  it  ill  accorded 
with  their  own  detail  of  the  mif- 
chief  done  to  their  works,  a’nd  of 
the  extraordinary  valour  difplayed 
by  the  troops  of  both  nations  ia 
expofing  themfelves  to  iuch  im¬ 
minent  danger.  It  muft  have  been 
highly  curious  and  interefting, 
even  to  an  indifferent  fpeClator,  to 
have  beheld  the  diforder  and  con- 
tufion  into  which  fo  powerful  an 
army  was  thrown,  and  the  lolls 

and 
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and  mifchief  it  fuflained,  through 
the  exertions  of  fo  inferior  a  num¬ 
ber.  If  vanity  was  capable  of 
producing  fuch  effe£ts,  there  would 
ibave  been  an  opportunity  now  for 
Sirs-  full  gratification. 

This  frefh  affront  recalled  the 
memory  of  the  lofs  and  difgrace 
fuffered  by  the  Tally  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  and  was  refented  fo 
much  by  the  allied  commanders, 
that  it  fee  ms  to  have  contributed 
BOt  a  little  to  precipitate  their 
meafures.  A  new  battery  of  64 
heavy  cannon  was  opened  by 
break  of  day  cm  the  following 
morning,  which,  with  the  cannon 
its  their  lines,  and  above  60  mor¬ 
tars,  continued  to  pour  their  ihot 
and  fhells,  without  intermiffion, 
upon  the  garrifon,  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  day.  At  the 
fame  time,  a  fquadron  of  leven 
Spanifh  and  two  French  fihips  of 
the  line,  with  fome  frigates  and 
Smaller  veffels,  taking  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  favourable  wind,  dropped 
iiown  from  the  Orange  Grove,  at 
the  head  of  the  bay,  and  palling  , 
lowly  along  the  works,  difcharged 
their  fhot  at  the  fouth  baftion,  and 
ihe  ragged  ftaff,  continuing  their 
cannonade,  until  they  had  palled 
Europa  Point,  and  got  into  the 
Mediterranean.  They  then  forni- 
td  a  line  to  the  eaftward  of  the 
sock,  and,  the  admiral  leading, 
came  to  the  attack  of  the  batteries 
an  Europa  Point,  and,  under  a 
very  flow  fail,  commenced  a  heavy 
ire  with  all  their  guns,,  which 
continued  until  they  were  entirely 
$&rfTed. 

The  final  1  marine  force  at  Gib¬ 
raltar  had  for  fome  confideralde 
time  been,  commanded  by  Captain- 
Cpttb,  of  the  Brilliant  frigate, 
itko  had  been  much  difUnguiiked 


in  feveral  fpirited  actions  with  the 
Spanifb  frigates  and  gun-boats, 
and  had  been  particularly  luccels- 
ful  in  refcuing  the  veffels  that  were 
coming  in  to  the  garrifon,  from 
their  attacks  in  the  bay.  We  have 
already  feen  that  the  feamen  had 
held  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  the 
laft  Tally  ;  where,  as  they  were 
attached  to  different  garrifon 
corps,  this  gentleman  a£ted  only 
as  a  volunteer.  In  the  prefect 
feafon  of  danger,  when  the  fupe- 
riority  of  the  enemy  fhut  them  up 
from  exertion  on  their  proper  ele¬ 
ment,  it  was  thought  neceiTary  not 
to  iofe  their  ler vices  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  defence  of  the  place  by  land. 
They  were  accordingly  formed  in¬ 
to  a  diftindt  corps,  under  the  name 
of  the  marine  brigade,  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Curtis  held  the  rank  and 
title  of  brigadier,  as  their  com¬ 
mander.  To  that  officer,  and  his 
marine  corps,  was  committed  the 
defence  of  the  works  and  batteries 
on  Europa  Point  ;  a  truft  which 
they  difcharged  fo  well,  that  hav¬ 
ing  repeatedly  ftruck  the  enemy 
in  the  firfl  attack,  they  were  af¬ 
terwards  glad  to  keep  a  more 
guarded  diitance  ;  and  two  of  the 
Spanifh  fliips  found  it  neceffary  to 
go  to  Algeziras  to  repair  their  da¬ 
mages  . 

The  firing  from  the  iftbmus  was 
renewed  on  the  next*  and  conti¬ 
nued  the  fucceeding  days  ;  while 
the  enemy  boafted  that  it  fhould  be 
fapported  on  the  fame  fcale  until 
the  reduction  of  the  place  ;  that 
being  at  the  rate  of  6500  cannon 
fhot,  and  1080  fhells,  in  every 
X4  hours.  The  fliips  likewife 
made  repeated  attacks  upon  Euro¬ 
pa  Point,  but  the  batteries  were 
lo  excellently  ferved,  and  the  guns 
fo  well  pointed,  that  they  did  not 

approach 
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approach  near  enough  to  produce 
much  effeCt.  As  if  it  had  been 
hoped  at  once  to  confound  and 
overwhelm  ihe  garrifon,  by  the 
multitudinous  forms  and  variety  of 
attack,  and  the  enormous  quan¬ 
tity  of  fire  poured  upon  them, 
the  gun  and  mortar  boats  were 
row  added  to  all  the  other  inftru- 
ments  or  vengeance,  and  renewed 
with  great  fiercenefs  their  aflaults 
both  by  day  and  by  night  upon  the 
works.  Indeed  the  numerous  vo¬ 
lunteers  and  Ipeclators  had  now 
an  unuiual  opportunity  of  gratify¬ 
ing  their  curiofiry,  in  beholding 
the  operations  of  war  diverfified 
nearly  into  all  the  forms,  which  it 
js  capable  of  exhibiting,  whether 
by  land  or  by  lea,  in  the  attack  or 
defence  of  a  fortrels. 

If  feems  fcarceiy  iefs  than  afto- 
niming-,  that  thefe  numerous  at- 

VJ  y 

tncks,  accompanied  by  fp  prodi¬ 
gious  a  weight  of  fire,  in  all  its 
in  oft  aeftruCtive  modes  of  action, 
ill ou Id  have  produced  very  little 
efteCt,  either  with  refpeCt  to  the 
I o is  of  men  in  the  garrifon,  or  to 
the  damage  done  to  the  works. 
But  the  arduous  day  was  now  faft 
approaching,  when  courage,  fkill, 
and  ingenuity,  were  to  undergo 
their  fevered  trial  •  and  when  all 
the  united  powers  of  gun-powder 
and  artillery,  in  their  higheft  ftate 
of  difccvery  and  improvement, 
were  to  be  called  into  aCtion. 

The  combined  fleets,  of  27  Spa- 
nidi  and  12  French  lhips  of  the 
line,  were  now  arrived  at  Alge- 
ziras  from  Cadiz,  and  with  thole 
already  on  the  fpot,  amounted 
either  to  4S  or  49  fail  of  the  line, 
befides  two  or  three  fifties.  The 
battering  fhips  were  likewile  in 
readinefs.  Their  batteries  were 
covered  with  154  pieces  of  heavy 
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brafs  cannon  ;  and  they  carried 
fomething  lefs  than  half  that  num¬ 
ber  to  be  ufed  as  exchanges.  The 
Paftora,  the  admiral’s  fhip,  had, 
24  guns  mounted,  and  ten  in  re- 
ferve  ;  the  Prince  of  Naffau’s  fhip, 
the  Paula,  was  about  the  fame 
force,  and  held  a  fimilar  propor¬ 
tion.  Thirty-fix  artillery  men, 
and  volunteers  from  the  two  ar¬ 
mies,  were  allotted  to  the  fervice 
of  each  gun  ;  and  thefe  being  ex- 
clulive  of  the  officers,  and  of  the 
leamen  who  navigated  the  veffels, 
the  whole  number  on  board  was 
eftimated  at  between  fix  and  feven 
thoufand  men.  The  gun  and 
mortar  boats,  with  the  floating 
battery  and  the  bomb  ketches, 
were  to  carry  on  their  attacks  in 
every  poffible  direction,  whilft  the 
fire  of  the  battering  fliips  was  di¬ 
rected  againft  their  deftined  ob¬ 
jects.  By  this  means,  and  by  the 
fire  of  near  300  cannon,  mortars, 
and  howitzers  from  the  ifthmus,  it 
was  intended,  that  every  part  of 
the  works  being  attacked  at  the 
fame  inftant,  and  every  quarter 
prefenting  a  fimilar  face  of  danger, 
the  garrilon  Ihouid  be  thrown  in¬ 
to  irretrievable  confternation  and 
difmay,  or  at  leait,  that  their  at¬ 
tention  being  called  away  to  io 
many  fervices,  the  refiftance  muft 
become  generally  ineffective,  and 
totally  unequal  to  the  accumulat¬ 
ed  weight  and  force  of  the  grand 
attack. 

About  feven  o’clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  1  ^th  of  September, 
1782,  the  ten  battering  flvips  of 
the  enemy,  lying  at  the  Pucnta 
Maillova,  near  the  head  of  the 
bay  of  G.braltar,  and  under  the 
conduCt  of  Admiral  Don  B.  Mo¬ 
reno,  were  obferved  to  be  in  mo¬ 
tion.  }  and  fcon  after  getting  un¬ 
der 
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der  fail,  to  proceed  to  their  Ra¬ 
tions  for  the  attack  of  that  for- 
trefs*  Between  nine  and  ten 
o'clock  they  came  to  an  anchor, 
being  moored  in  a  line,  at  mode¬ 
rate  diftances,  from  the  Old  to  the 
New  Mole,  lying  parallel  to  the 
rock,  and  at  about  900  yards  dis¬ 
tance.  The  greateft  Spirit  was 
difplayed  through  this  whole  evo¬ 
lution  i  and  it  is  acknowledged 
on  our  Ode,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  mafierly  than  the  perform¬ 
ance.  The  admiral’s  fliip  was 
Rationed  oppoiite  the  King’s  baf- 
uon  j  and  the  others  took  their 
appointed  places,  fuccefiively,  and 
with  great  regularity,  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  admiral.  The  iur- 
rounding  hills  were  by  this  time 
covered  with  people,  and  it  Seem¬ 
ed  as  if  all  Spain  had  aflembled.  to 
behold  the  fpedtacle. 

The  cannonade  and  bombard¬ 
ment,  on  all  Sides,  and  in  all  di¬ 
rections,  from  the  ifthmus,  the 
fea,  and  the  various  works  of  the 
fenrefs,  was  not  only  tremendous, 
but  beyond  example.  The  pro¬ 
digious  ihowers  of  red-hot  balls, 
ot  bombs,  and  of  carcafles,  which 
filled  the  air,  and  were  without 
intermifllon  thrown  to  every  point 
of  the  various  attacks,  both  bv 
Sea  and  by  land  from  the  garrifon, 
aftonifhed  the  commanders  of  the 
allied  forces,  who  could  not  con¬ 
ceive  the  poffibility,  that  General 
Elliot,  Rreightened  as  he  was 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  a  gar- 
rifon,  iliould  have  been  by  any 
means  able  to  condruCt  or  to  ma¬ 
nage  fuch  a  multitude  of  furnaces, 
as  they  deemed  neceffary  to  the 
heating  of  the  infinite  quantity  of 
fhot  then  thrown*  The  number 
«>f  red-hot  balls,  which  the  batter¬ 
ing  Slips  only  received  in  the 


EG  IS  TER,  1782. 

ccurfe  of  the  day,  was  eftimated 
in  their  own  accounts  at  not  lets 
than  four  thoufand.  Nor  were 
the  mortar  batteries  in  the  tor- 
trefs  worfe  fupported  •  and  while 
the  battering  fhips  appeared  to  be 
the  principal  objects  of  vengeance, 
as  they  were  of  apprehension  to 
the  garrifon,  the  whole  extent  of 
the  pen  in  Tula,  feemed  at  the  lame 
time  to  be  overwhelmed  in  the 
torrents  of  fire  which  were  in- 
celfantiy  poured  upon  it. 

As  the  violence  of  the  attacks 
correfponded  with  the  fury  of  the 
defence,  and  that  the  means  and 
powers  of  annoyance  and  deduc¬ 
tion  were  prodigious  on  both  fides, 
np  imagination  could  conceive  a 

Jcene  more  terrible  than  this  day 

✓ 

and  the  fucceeding  night  exhi¬ 
bited.  All  description  would  fail, 
in  attempting  to  convey  adequate 
ideas  of  fuch  a  feene  j  and  the  very 
actors  in  it  could  not  be  perfectly 
clear  and  diftindt  in  their  concep¬ 
tions  of  what  was  palfing,  amidli 
the  furrounding  tumult  and  up¬ 
roar. 

The  battering  fhips  were  found 
upon  triai  to  be  an  enemy  fcarcely 
lefs  formidable  than  had  been  re- 
prefented.  Refides  maintaining  a 
cannonade  fo  prodigious  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  day,  as 
fcarcely  admitted  any  appearance 
of  fuperior'ry  on  the  fide  of  the 
fortrefs,  their  conftruftion  was  fo 
admirably  calculated  for  the  pur- 
poie  of  withftanding  the  combined 
powers  of  fire  and  artillery,  that 
for  feveral  hours  the  incefiant 
fhowers  of  fhelfs,  and  the  hot  fhot 
with  which  they  were  affailed, 
were  not  capable  of  making  any 
vifible  imprefiion  upon  them. 

About  two  o’clock,  however, 
feme  fmoke  was  feen  to  iffue  froni 

the 


1 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [*237 


the  upper  part  of  the  admiral’s 
fhip  ;  and  foon  after,  men  were 
obterved  ufing  fire  engines,  and 
pouring  water  into  the  fhot-holes. 
This  fire,  though  kept  under 
durii  g  the  continuance  of  day¬ 
light,  could  never  be  thoroughly 
fubdued  ;  and  in  fome  time,  the 
fhip  commanded  by  the  Prince  of 
Nafiau,  which  was  next  in  fize 
and  force  to  the  admiral's,  was 
perceived  to  be  in  the  fame  condi¬ 
tion.  The  diforder  in  thefe  two 
commanding  fhips  in  the  center, 
affeCted  the  whole  line  of  attack  ; 
and  by  the  evening,  the  fire  from 
the  iortrefs  had  gained  a  decided 
fuperiority. 

The  fire  was  continued  from  the 
batteries  in  the  fortrefs,  with  equal 
vigour,  through  the  night  j  and 
by  one  o’ciock  in  the  morning, 
the  two  firft  fhips  were  in  flames, 
and  feveral  more  vifibly  on  fire. 
The  confufion  was  now  great  and 
apparent  $  and  the  number  of 
rockets  continually  thrown  up 
from  each  of  the  fliips,  as  fignals 
to  the  fleet,  were  fufficientiy  ex- 
prefiive  of  their  extreme  diftrefs 
and  danger.  Thefe  fignals  were 
immediately  anfwered,  and  all 
means  ufed  by  the  fleet  to  afford 
the  affilfance  which  they  required  ; 
but  as  it  was  deemed  impoffible  to 
remove  the  battering  fhips,  their 
endeavours  were  only  diredfed  to 
bringing  off  the  men.  A  great 
number  of  boats  were  accordingly 
employed,  and  great  intrepidity 
difplayed,  in  the  attempts  for  this 
purpofe ;  the  danger  from  the 
burning  veffels,  filled  as  they  were 
with  inftruments  of  deftruCtion, 
appearing  no  1  e Is  dreadtul,  than 
the  fire  from  the  garrilon,  terrible 
as  that  was;  and  that  the  light 
thrown  out  on  all  Tides  by  the 


flames,  afforded  the  utmoft  precL 
fion  in  its  direction. 

This  (late  of  things  prefeuted  an 
opportunity  for  the  exercife  of  the 
daring  genius  of  Captain  Curtis, 
in  ufing  the  exertions  of  his  gun¬ 
boats,  to  complete  the  general 
confufion  and  dtftru&ion.  Thefe 
were  twelve  in  number,  and  each 
carrying  an  eighteen  or  a  twenty- 
four  pounder,  their  low  fire  and 
fixed  aim  was  not  a  little  formid¬ 
able.  They  were  fpeedily  manned 
by  the  marine  brigade,  who  were 
equally  eager  to  fecond  the  de- 
ns  of  their  adventurous  com¬ 
mander,  whether  by  land  or  by 
fea.  He  drew  thefe  up  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  flank  the  line  of  bat¬ 
tering  fhips,  which  were  now 
equally  overwhelmed,  by  the  in- 
ceflant  direft  fire  from  the  garri- 
fon,  and  by  that  juft  at  hand, 
raking  the  whole  extent  of  their 
line,  from  the  gun-boats.  The 
feene  .was  wrought  up  by  this 
fierce  and  unexpected  attack  to  the 
higheft  point  of  calamity.  The 
Spanifh  boats  dared  no  longer  to 
approach  ;  and  were  compelled  to 
the  hard  neceftity  of  abandoning 
their  fliips  and  friends  to  the 
flanges,  or  to  the  mercy  and  hu¬ 
manity  of  a  heated  and  irritated 
enemy.  Several  of  their  boats  and 
launches  had  been  funk  before 
they  fubmitted  to  this  necellity  ; 
and  one  in  particular  with  four- 
fcore  men  on  board,  who  were  all 
drowned,  excepting  an  officer  and 
twelve  men,  who  having  the  for¬ 
tune  to  float  cn  the  wreck  under 
the  walls,  were  taken  up  by  the 
garrifon.  The  day-light  now 
appearing,  two  Spanifli  feluccas, 
which  had  not  efcaped  with  the 
others,  attempted  to  get  out  of  the 
danger^  but  a  flaot  from  a  gun¬ 
boat 
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boat  having  killed  feveral  men  on 
board  one  of  them,  they  were  both 
glad  to  furrender. 

It  feemed,  that  nothing  could, 
have  exceeded  the  horrors  of  the 
night ;  but  the  opening  of  day¬ 
light  difclofed  a  fpectacie  Hill 
more  dreadful.  Numbers  of  men 
were  feen  in  .the  midft  of  the 
flames,  crying  out  for  pity  and 
help  ;  others  floating  upon  pieces 
©f  timber,  expofed  to  an  equal, 
though  iefs  dreadful  danger,  from 
the  oppofite  element.  Even  thofe 
in  the  Ihips  where  the  fire  had  yet 
made  a  lefs  progrefs,  exprefled  in 
their  looks,  geftures,  and  words, 
the  deepeft  diftrefs  and  defpair  ; 
and  were  no  lefs  urgent  in  imploring 
alfiftance. 

The  generous  humanity  of  the 
vidlors  now,  at  leaft,  equalled 
their  extraordinary  preceding  ex¬ 
ertions  of  valour  ;  and  was  to  them 
far  more  glorious.  Nor  were  the 
exertions  of  humanity  by  any 
means  attended  with  lefs  danger, 
nor  with  circumllances  lefs  terri¬ 
ble  in  the  appearance,  than  thofe 
of  adtive  holiility.  The  honour 
and  danger,  however,  in  this  in- 
ftance,  lay  entirely  with  the  ma¬ 
rine  brigade,  and  with  their  in¬ 
trepid  commander.  The  firing 
both  from  the  garrifon  and  gun¬ 
boats  inftantly  ceafed,  upon  the 
firft  appearance  of  the  difmal  fpec- 
tacle  prefented  by  the  morning 
light ;  and  every  danger  was  en¬ 
countered,  in  the  endeavours  to 
refcue  the  diftreffed  enemy  from 
furrounding  deftrudtion.  In  thefe 
efforts,  the  boats  were  equally  ex¬ 
pofed  to  the  peril  arifing  from  the 
blowing  up  of  the  fhips,  as  the 
fire  reached  their  magazines,  and 
to  the  continual  difcharge,  on  all 
fides,  of  the  artillery,  as  the  guns 


became  to  a  certain  degree  heated. 
It  was  indeed  a  noble  exertion  ! 
and  a  more  linking  inllance  of  the 
ardour  and  boldnefs  with  which  it 
was  lupported,  needs  not  to  be 
given,  than  that  of  an  officer  and 
29  private  men,  all  feverely,  and 
fofne  moll  dreadfully  wounded, 
who  were  dragged  out  from  among 
the  (lain  in  the  holds  of  the  burn¬ 
ing  fhips,  and  moll  of  whom  re¬ 
covered  in  the  hofpital  at  Gibraltar. 

In  thefe  extraordinary  efforts  to 
fave  an  enemy  from  perilhing, 
though  the  moll  aftonifhing  intre¬ 
pidity  was  fhewn  by  all  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men,  yet  their  gallant 
commander  was  peculiarly  diftin- 
guifhed  j  and  his  life  was  repeat¬ 
edly  in  the  moll  imminent  danger. 
Befides  his  being  the  firft  to  rufh 
on  board  the  burning  veffeis,  and 
to  fet  the  example  of  dragging  with 
his  own  hands  the  terrified  vi£tims 
from  the  midft  of  the  flames,  hi* 
pinnace  being  clofe  to  one  of  the 
larged  fhips  when  ihe  blew  up, 
the  wreck  was  fpread  all  round  to 
a  vail  extent,  and  every  object  be¬ 
ing  for  a  confiderable  time  hurried 
in  a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke,  Gene¬ 
ral  Elliot  and  the  garrifon  fuffered 
the  moll  poignant  anguifh  and 
diftrefs,  confidering  the  fate  of 
their  brave  and  generous  friend, 
and  of  his  bold  companions,  as 
inevitable.  Indeed,  their  efcape 
was  little  lefs  than  miraculous, 
though  not  quite  complete ;  for 
the  cockfwain  and  fome  of  the 
crew  were  killed,  others  wounded  ; 
and  a  large  hole  ftruck,  by  the 
falling  timber,  through  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  pinnace  ;  which  was 
only  faved  for  the  inilant  from 
going  to  the  bottom,  by  the  fea- 
men’s  fluffing  the  hole  with  their 
jackets,  and  by  that  means  keep- 

ing 
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ing  her  above  water  until  other 
boats  arrived  to  her  afliftance. 
Another  gun-boat  was  funk  at  the 
fame  inftant,  and  a  third  fo  much 
damaged  as  to  be  with  difficulty 
faved.  Something  near  or  about 
400  men  v/ere  faved,  by  thele 
exertions,  from  inevitable  deftruc- 
tion  ;  and  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
(and  highly  to  the  honour  of  our 
national  character)  that  the  exer- 
cile  of  humanity  to  an  enemy,  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftanees  of  imme¬ 
diate  action  and  impending  peril, 
was  never  yet  difplayed  with 
greater  luftre  than  upon  this  oc- 
cafion. 

It  was  highly  fortunate,  that 
much  the  greater  part  of  the  troops 
and  feamen  on  board  the  ftiips  had 
been  removed,  before  the  effective, 
and  admirably  directed  attack 
made  by  Captain  Curtis  with  the 
gun-boats,  could  have  been  at¬ 
tempted.  Numbers,  however, 
periftied  ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  at  a 
very  moderate  eftimate,  that  the 
enemy  could  not  have  loft  lefs 
than  1500  men,  including  the 
prifoners  and  wounded,  in  the  at¬ 
tack  by  fea.  Admiral  Don  Mo¬ 
reno,  left  his  flag  flying,  when  he 
abandoned  his  fhip,  in  which  ftate 
it  continued,  until  it  was  confum- 
ed  or  blown  up  with  the  veffel. 
Eight  more  of  the  fhips  blew  up 
fucceffively,  with  dreadful  explo- 
fions,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 
The  tenth  was  burnt  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  when  they  found  (he  could 
not  be  brought  off. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Spa- 
nifh  pun  and  mortar-boats  took 

o  #  , 

any  great  lhare  in  this  attack. 
They  were  intended  to  flank  the 
Englifti  batteries,  while  they  were 
attacked  direCtly  in  front  by  the 
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fhips,  and  to  throw  their  fire  m 
fuch  directions,  as  it  was  thought, 
befides  increafing  the  general  cora- 
fufion  and  diforder,  would  render 
it  impoflible  for  the  men  to  (land 
to  their  guns.  It  feems  probable 
that  their  fpirit  of  adventure  funk, 
under  the  dreadful  fire  from  the 
garrifon.  The  Spanifn  account* 
only  mention,  that  the  rifing  of 
the  wind,  and  a  fwell  of  the  fea, 
prevented  their  producing  the  ex¬ 
pected  effeCt.  Only  two  of  the 
bomb  ketches  came  forward  ;  but 
thefe  continued  to  throw  fhells 
without  intermillion  into  the  for- 
trefs,  during  the  whole  day  and 
night  of  the  attack.  Nor  did  the 
fleet  perform  the  fervices  which 
were  expeCted  or  threatened,  bjr 
making  attacks  on  all  practicable 
parts  of  the  fortrefs,  and  thereby 
caufing,  at  leaft,  a  diverfion,  ia 
favour  of  the  battering  (hips.  This 
failure  has  been  attributed  to  an 
unfa  vourable  wind. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  ene¬ 
my,  under  the  aftoniihing  fire 
which  the  garrifon  continued  to 
throw  upon  the  ifthmus  during  the 
whole  time  of  attack,  cannot  be 
afcertained  ;  their  own  various  and 
contradictory  accounts,  being  fo 
evidently  calculated  to  depreciate 
their  lofs  both  by  fea  and  land, 
that  the  lifts  of  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  officers,  and  of  prifoners,  which 
could  not  be  concealed,  feemed 
almoft  neceffary  to  their  acknow- 
ledging  that  any  was  fuftained. 
A  letter  from  a  French  officer, 
dated  on  the  evening  of  the  8th, 
giving  an  account  of  the  attack; 
upon  the  works  on  that  day  by  the 
garrifon,  which  was  publifiied  in 
the  foreign  gazettes,  contains  the 
following  pathetic  paffage,  which 
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may  afford  fome  idea  of  the  ef¬ 
fect  produced  by  a  fimilar  or 
greater  fire  on  the  13th  ;  viz. 
44  The  eye  is  fatigued,  and  the 
44  heart  rent,  with  the  fight  and 
44  groans  of  the  dying  and  wound - 
44  ed,  whom  the  foldiers  are  this 
44  moment  carrying  away  j  the 
44  number  makes  a  man  fhudder  ; 
44  and  I  am  told,  that  in  other 
44  parts  of  the  lines,  which  are  not 
44  within  view  of  my  poft,  the 
“  numbers  are  ftill  greater.  For- 
44  tunately  for  my  feelings,  I  have 
44  not,  at  this  inftant,  leifure  to 
44  reflect  much  on  the  ftate  and 
“  condition  of  mankind.” 

The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  gar™ 
rifon  was  lefs  than  could  have 
been  conceived,  and  was  nearly 
confined  to  the  artillery  corps,  and 
to  the  marine  brigade.  A  few 
brave  officers  and  men  loft  their 
lives,  and  a  much  greater  number 
were  wounded.  From  the  9th  of 
Auguft  to  the  17th  of  October, 
the  whole  number  of  non-com- 
yniflioned  officers  and  private  men 
flain,  amounted  to  fixty-five  only  • 
but  the  wounded,  were  no  lefs 
than  388.  Of  commiffioned  offi¬ 
cers,  twelve  were  in  that  time 
wounded,  of  whom  a  captain  and 
a  lieutenant  died.  Nor  was  the 
damage  done  to  the  works  fo  con- 
fiderable  as  to  afford  any  room  for 
future  apprehenfion  ;  or  at  all  to 
hold  any  proportion  with  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  attacks,  and  the  ex- 
ceftive  weight  of  fire  they  fuf- 
tained. 

Such  was  the  fignal  and  com¬ 
plete  defenfive  vidtory,  obtained 
by  a  comparatively  handful  of 
brave  men,  over  the  combined  ef¬ 
forts  and  united  powers,  by  fea 
and  by  land,  of  two  great,  war¬ 
like,  and  potent  nations,  who 


fparing  no  expence,  labour,  or 
exertion  of  art,  for  the  attainment 
of  a  favourite  objedt,  exceeded  all 
former  example,  as  well  in  the 
magnitude,  as  in  the  formidable 
nature  of  their  preparation.  A 
victory  which  has  fhed  a  fignal 
blaze  of  glory  over  the  whole  gar- 
rifon,  but  which  cannot  fail  par¬ 
ticularly  to  immortalize  the  name 
of  General  Elliot,  and  to  hand 
down  to  pofterity  with  diftinguifli- 
ed  honour,  thofe  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Boyd,  and  the  other  prin¬ 
cipal  officers. 

The  enemy  refted  all  their  hopes 
now,  at  leaft  oftenfivelv,  on  the 
defeat  of  Lord  Howe’s  fleet  ;  or 
at  any  rate,  on  preventing  the 
intended  relief,  and  thereby  re¬ 
ducing  the  unconquered  garrifon 
to  the  neceffity  of  a  furrender, 
through  the  mere  failure  of  am¬ 
munition  and  provisions.  This 
afforded  the  only  fubject  of  confo- 
lation,  and  nothing  feemed  to  be 
fo  ardently  wifhed  for  as  the  arri¬ 
val  of  the  Englifh  fleet ;  an  event 
which,  it  was  held  out,  would 
afford  an  happy  opportunity,  for 
converting  all  paft  difgrace  into 
an  augmentation  of  prelent  glory. 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Howe 
met  with  much  delay,  through 
contrary  winds  and  very  unfa¬ 
vourable  weather,  on  his  way  to 
Gibraltar ;  which  was  rendered 
exceedingly  irkfome,  by  the  an¬ 
xiety  and  apprehenfions  that  pre¬ 
vailed  relative  to  the  fituation  of 
things  at  that  fortrefs,  under  a 
knowledge  of  the  menaced  attack. 

o 

It  was  not  until  the  fleet  had  ar¬ 
rived  near  the  lcene  of  adlion,  that 
this  doubt  and  apprehenfion  were 
removed,  by  intelligence  received 
from  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  of  the 
total  difcomfiture  of  the  combined 
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forces,  in  their  grant  affault  upon 
that  place.  Advice  was  alfo  re' 
ceived  that  the  united  fleets,  in- 
ftead  of  waiting,  as  was  expected, 
to  encounter  the  Britifh  force,  off 
Cape  St.  Mary,  (a  fituation  which 
would  have  prefented  a  fair  fcene 
for  general  a&ion  on  all  fides)  had 
taken  their  ftation  in  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar,  as  a  meafure  fot  pre¬ 
venting  the  intended  fupply. 

At  this  critical  point  of  time,  a 
violent  gale  of  wind  in  the  Straits, 
threw  the  combined  fleets  at  Ai- 
geziras  into  the  greateft  difor- 
der,  and  expofed  them  to  no  fmall 
danger.  This  happened  on  the 
night  of  the  loth  of  Odtober,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  (form, 
much  damage  was  done.  One  fhip 
of  the  line  was  driven  atliore  near 
Algeziras  ;  two  more  were  driven 
to  the  eaftward  into  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  ;  others  loft  mails  oi  bow- 
lprits  ;  and  many  fuffered  more  or 
lefs  damage.  The  St.  Michael, 
a  fine  Spanifh  fliip  of  72  guns, 
was  driven  acrofs  the  bay,  under 
the  works  of  Gibraltar;  where  the 
fire  of  the  batteries  increafing  the 
terror  and  confufion  on  board,  fhe 
run  aground,  and  was  taken  by 
the  boats  of  the  garrifon  ;  her  com¬ 
mander,  Admiral  Don  Juan  Mo¬ 
reno,  with  650  feamen  and  l’ol- 
diers,  became  prifoners  of  war. 
The  enemy,  upon  difcovering  the 
fate  of  the  St.  Michael,  began, 
and  continued  for  feveral  days,  a 
moil  furious  fire  upon  the  fortrels, 
throwing  at  the  fame  time  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  fhells  at  the  St. 
Michael,  in  the  hope  of  deftroy- 
ing  her  as  fhe  lay  ailiore.  This 
fire,  however,  produced  no  other 
e  fifed!,  than  fome  fmall  lofs  ol 
rnen,  and  much  trouble  to  thofe 
who  were  employed  in  getting  off 
Vol.  XXV. 
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the  St.  Michael ;  which  was,  how* 
ever,  done  in  three  or  lour  days, 
without  any  other  damage  to  the 
fliip  than  what  fhe  received  from 
the  ftorm  or  the  ground  ;  and  that, 
excepting  the  lofs  of  a  mall,  was 
in  no  degree  effential. 

On  the  morning  that  , 

fucceeded  the  ftorm, 
the  Britifh  fleet  (which  had  felt 
it,  but  without  lofs  or  damage) 
entered  the  ftraits  mouth,  in  a 
dole  line  of  battle  a-head  ;  and 
about  an  hour  after  night,  the 
van  arriving  off  the  Bay  of  Gib¬ 
raltar,  a  moil  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  was  afforded  to  the  ftore-fhips 
of  reaching  their  deftined  ancho¬ 
rage,  without  any  moleftation  from 
the  enemy ;  but  through  fome  in¬ 
attention  of  the  captains  to  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  na¬ 
vigation  laid  down  in  their  in- 
ftrudlions,  only  four  of  the  thirty- 
one  fail  which  accompanied  the 
fleet  effected  their  purpoie.  The 
reft,  having  miffed  the  bay,  were 
driven  through  the  ftraits  into  the 
Mediterranean  during  the  night, 
and  v7ere  no  fmall  encumbrance  to 
the  fleet  in  its  fubfequent  opera¬ 
tions. 

While  Lord  Howe  was  colledt- 
ing  his  convoy  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  and  preparing  to  eicort  them 
back  to  the  rock,  the  enemy  were 
under  no  fmall  anxiety  lor  the 
lafety  of  the  two  line  of  battle 
fhips,  which  had  been  driven  from 
Algeziras  out  of  the  ftraits  on  the 
night  of  the  ftorm.  To  recover 
thefe,  and  in  the  hope  of  inter¬ 
cepting,  or  preventing  the  return 
of  the  ftore-fhips,  the  combined 
fleets  failed  from  Algeziras  on  the 
13th,  their  force  being  now  lel- 
lened,  by  three  enabled  fhips 
yvhich  they  were  obliged  to  leave 
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behind,  by  the  St.  Michael,  taken, 
and  by  the  abfence  of  two  others. 

The  Britifh.  fleet  was  a-breaft  of 
Fungarola,  a  large  port  town  ly¬ 
ing  between  Malaga  and  Gibral¬ 
tar,  when  advice  was  received  of 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Upon 
this  intelligence,  while  the  fleet 
was  clofing,  and  forming  a  line  of 
battle,  the  Buffalo,  of  60  guns, 
was  detached  with  thofe  ftore-fhips 
which  had  yet  been  collected,  to 
the  Zafarine  iflands,  which  lie 
upon  the  coaft  of  Barbary,  about 
fixty  leagues  above  Gibraltar. 
The  Panther,  of  the  fame  force, 
being  left  in  the  bay  of  Gibraltar, 
for  the  protection,  as  they  arrived, 
of  the  ftore-fhips,  Lord  Howe’s 
force  now  only  amounted  to  thirty- 
two  fail  of  the  line. 

About  fun-fet,  the  enemy  were 
defcried  in  great  force,  at  about 
fix  leagues  diftance,  in  line  of 
battle,  with  a  ftrong  wind  full  in 
their  favour,  and  bearing  diredlly 
down  upon  the  Englifh  fleet.  They 
amounted  in  number  to  fixty-four 
fail,  of  which  forty-nine  were 
fvjiiare  rigged,  and  about  forty* 
two  fee  me  a  to  be  of  the  line,  in¬ 
cluding  feveral  very  large  three 
deckers.  About  nine  o’clock, 
advice  was  received  from  the  ad¬ 
vance  frigates,  that  the  enemy 
had  hauled  their  wind  and  bore 
tip  ;  and  at  two  in  the  morning, 
that  they  had  tacked.  By  day¬ 
light,  they  were  perceived  clofe 
in  with  the  land,  and  at  fuch  a 
diftance  as  not  to  be  vifible  from 
the  deck.  It  would  feem,  that 
during  that  time  they  had  reco¬ 
vered  the  two  miffing  (hips. 

It  was  dilcovered  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  that  fever al  of  the  tranfports 
had  not  gone  with  the  Buffalo  on 
the  preceumg  evening,  and  that  fe¬ 


veral  others  had  joined  the  fleet 
in  the  night.  Upon  this  account 
the  wind  happening  to  become  fa¬ 
vourable,  the  fleet  proceeded  in 
order  of  battle  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  ftraits,  and  pafled  eighteen 
of  the  convoy  fafe  to  Gibraltar 
Bay.  By  the  1 8th  the  veffels  un¬ 
der  the  convoy  of  the  Buffalo  hav¬ 
ing  rejoined  the  fleet,  were  fent 
into  Gibraltar  ;  two  regiments, 
which  were  on  board  the  flhips  of 
war  and  frigates,  were  likewife 
landed  ;  and  a  fcarcity  of  ammu¬ 
nition  in  the  garrifon,  which  feems 
not  to  have  been  provided  for,  was 
remedied  by  Lord  Howe’s  fending 
in  a  fupplv  of  i  500  barrels  of  pow¬ 
der  from  the  fleet. 

During  the  performance  of  thefe 
eflential  fervices,  the  combined 
fleets  of  the  enemy  never  once 
came  in  fight  :  but  at  the  break  of 
day,  on  the  i  9th,  the  Britifh  fleet 
being  then  in  the  entrance  of  the 
gut,  and  enclofed  between  the  op- 
pofite  points  of  Europa  and  Ceuta, 
they  appeared,  at  no  great  dif¬ 
tance,  to  the  north-eaft.  The 
Britifh  commander  law  that  it 
would  be  the  higheft  imprudence 
and  rafhnefs  to  hazard  an  adtion 
in  the  gut.  There  was  not  luffi- 
cient  room  for  forming  the  line  of 
battle  ;  much  lefs  for  the  evolu¬ 
tions  which  might  be  neceflary  in 
the  courie  of  an  engagement.  The 
danger  arifing  in  luch  ciroLm- 
ftances  from  the  vicinity  of  he 
enemy’s  coafts,  was  not  an  ohiedt 
of  leis  confideration  than  their  fu- 
per iority  in  number  and  force. 
The  wind  blew  full  from  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  and  was  of  courie  en¬ 
tirely  in  their  favour;  and,  be¬ 
sides  all  the  advantages  to  be  de¬ 
rived  from  friendly  fhorqs,  and 
fuch  a  perfedt  knowledge  of  them 

and 
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and  of  the  currents,  as  to  be  able 
to  evade,  or  to  convert  into  bene¬ 
fits  all  the  dangers  ot  the  (baits, 
they  had,  in  cale  of  particular  da¬ 
mage,  or  general  misfortune,  ex¬ 
cellent  ports  at  hand  on  all  tides 
for  their  relief  or  protection  ;  while 
the  Englifh  lliips,  in  cafe  of  any 
confideiabie  damage,  which  was  a 
confequem  e  to  be  confidered  as 
unavoidable  with  refpeCt  to  fome 
or  other,  had  no  friendly  port  to 
retire  to  for  relief  or  (lie Iter. 

„  i  In  thefe  circum- 

0  *  (lances,  Lord  Howe 

repa(Ted  the  drafts  into  the  Atlan¬ 
tic,  and  was  followed  by  the  ene¬ 
my.  On  the  following  morning, 
they  were  perceived,  at  about  five 
leagues  diftance  to  windward.  The 
Englifh.  fleet  formed  in  order  of 
battle  to  leeward,  to  receive  them  ; 
and  the  enemy  had  it  in  their  power, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  to  have  chofen  their  time  of 
aClion  as  well  as  their  diftance. 
At  fun-let,  they  began  a  canno¬ 
nade  on  the  van  and  rear  of  the 
Britifh  fleet  ;  but  generally  at  fuch 
a  diftance  as  to  produce  little  ef¬ 
fect  ;  the  fire  being  occafionally 
returned  by  different  fliips  as  they 
at  times  approached  within  reach. 
This  firing  was  held  in  fuch  con¬ 
tempt  by  Lord  Howe,  that  he  did 
not.  return  a  Angle  fbot  from  his 
own  lbip,  the  victory,  although 
bie  was  fired  at  by  feveral,  and  at 
one  time  by  three  blips. 

The  enemy,  however,  perceiv¬ 
ing  a  part  of  the  rear  a  good  deal 
feparated  from  the  reft,  made  a 
bolder  attempt  upon  that  diviflon. 
The  French  and  Spanifh  admirals, 
M.  de  Guichen,  and  Don  Cordo¬ 
va,  ltd  the  attack  upon  the  fepa¬ 


rated  blips,  which,  referving  them- 
lelves  till  they  were  within  a  near 
diftance,  threw  in  fo  well-timed, 
lo  heavy,  and  fo  admirably  direct¬ 
ed  a  fire  upon  them,  and  this  was 
fupported  with  luch  lpirit  and  ef¬ 
fect,  that  the  enemy  were  foon 
thrown  into  evident  confufion,  and 
their  leading  blips  flittered  fome 
confiderable  apparent  damage. 
Don  Cordova,  in  particular,  was 
thrown  all  a-back  ;  and  the  enemy 
hauling  their  wind,  gave  up  the 
objeCt  entirely  ;  the  cannonade 
ended  about  ten  o’clock,  and  the 
combined  fleets  being  at  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  in  the  morning-, 
and,  to  appearance,  on  their  re¬ 
turn  to  Cadiz,  Lord  Howe  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  way  to  England. 

This  diftant  fire,  as  uiual,  and 
as  all  that  was  intended  by  it, 
excepting  merely  to  fave  appear¬ 
ances,  did  a  good  deal  of  damage 
to  the  yards  and  rigging  of  feveral 
of  the  Englifh  (hips,  fo  that  if 
Lord  Howe  had  even  been  difpof- 
ed  to  purfue  the  enemy  on  the 
following  morning,  he  could  not 
have  fo  done  ;  but  that,  undoubt¬ 
edly,  neither  was,  nor  ought  to 
have  been  any  part  of  his  objeCL 
The  meaiure  of  mere  fighting, 
without  any  adequate  objeCl  in 
view,  can  never  be  adopted  by  any 
wife  commander,  either  by  Lea  or 
by  land.  The  great  fervice  of  re¬ 
lieving  Gibraltar  was,  in  the  face 
of  all  Europe,  mod  happily  and 
glorioufly  performed,  under  fuch 
circumftances  of  inferiority  in 
force,  as  not  only  fully  to  fup- 
port,  but  highly  to  exalt,  our  na¬ 
val  renown,  and  the  honour  of  the 
Britifh  flag.  It  was  evident, 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
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proceedings,  that  the  combined 
enemy,  with  fo  great  a  fuperio- 
rity  as  they  poffeffed,  had  not,  at 
any  time,  the  imalleft  intention 
of  hazarding  a  general  action  ; 
however  willing  they  might  be  to 
riique  fome  lols  in  order  to  main¬ 
tain  that  appearance,  and  how¬ 
ever  watchful  they  were  to  profit 
of  any  advantage  that  might  be 
afforded.  The  Britifh  comman- 
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der,  befides,  had  other  important 
fervice*  dill  to  piovide  for.  He 
detached  eight  fhips  of  the  line 
to  the  Weft- Indies,  and  fix  to  the 
coafts  of  Ireland,  on  his  way  home  ; 
neither  of  which,  or  at  lead  the 
former,  could  probably  have  been 
done,  if  a  forced  action,  (and 
which  from  its  nature  could  not  be 
decifive)  had  taken  place. 
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Peterjburgh ,  Dec.  28,  1781. 

N  confequence  of  the  refolution 
of  the  Emprefs,our  Auguft  So- 
vereign,  refpefting  the  augment 
tation  of  her  marine,  orders  have 
been  iflued  for  building  12  {hips 
of  the  line  at  Cherfon,  and  eight 
others,  three-deckers,  here  :  by 
this  arrangement,  our  marine  will 
amount  to  42  {hips  of  the  line  for 
the  Baltic,  and  12  of  the  lihe  for 
the  Black  Sea,  exclufive  of  fri¬ 
gates,  gallies,  bomb-veflels,  and 
other  armed  {hips. 

Dantzig,  Jan.  I,  1782.  The 
total  number  of  vcflels  arrived 
here  during  the  year  1781,  is 
502,  among  which  not  one  under 
Dutch  colours:  and  the  number  of 
thofe  which  have  failed  from  this 
port  during  the  fame  period,  is 
549  ;  among  the  former  42  came 
trom  Holland,  and  among  the 
latter  30  were  deftined  for  that 
Republic. 

Moft  of  the  Dantzig  Yeflels  have 
been  employed  in  carrying  {hip¬ 
building  timber  to  England,  and 
have  had  very  high  freights  ;  but 
as  all  the  neutral  powers  are  at 
this  time  building  trading  veflels, 
it  is  thought  the  freights  will  be 
lower  this  year  than  laft. 

During  laft  year,  there  have 
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only  arrived  here  from  Poland 
4067  lafts  of  wheat,  and  5600 
lafts  of  rye,  which  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  former  years,  when 
the  average  importation  of  thofe 
grains  ufed  to  be  40,000  lafts. 
We  have  at  prefent,  in  our  ware- 
houfes,  about  5000  lafts  of  corn, 
and  3500  lafts  of  rye. 

Our  trade,  in  genera],  is  much 
diminifhed  ;  and  if  our  navigation, 
and  the  fale  of  ihip-building 
timber,  did  not  bring  us  fome  ad¬ 
vantages,  many  here  would  be  in 
actual  want.  '  V 

1  The  fleet  commanded  by 
Don  Louis  de  Cordova,  con- 
ftfting  of  40  {hips  of^he  line,  9 
frigates,  with  70  trari^orts,  hav¬ 
ing  4000  troops  on  board,  failed 
from  Cadiz  on  a  fecret  expedition. 

Milariy  18th.  We  have  received 
here  the  ordinances  of  the  Empe¬ 
ror,  for  the  fuppreflion  of  fome 
religious  orders  of  both  fexes,  the 
individuals  of  which  lead  a  mere 
contemplative  life,  without  being 
of  anyfervice  to  the  public. 

t  The  Vienna  Gazette  of 
'  '  this  day’s  date  contains  the 

following  notification  : 

44  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  all 
thofe  who  have  hitherto  kept  out 
of  their  country  on  account  of  the 
religion  they  profefs,  that  his 
Majefty  pardons  them,  on  condi- 
[A7]  1  do  ft 
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tion  that  they  return  in  the  courfe 
of  the  year  1782,  promifing  that 
they  Hiall  enjoy  the  fame  benefits 
as  thofe  who,  on  account  of  reli¬ 
gion,  had  quitted  the  place  of 
their  birth,  and  taken  up  their 
abode  in  other  provinces  belong¬ 
ing  to  his  raid  Majefty,” 

,  The  Marquis  Fayette 

and  Vifcount  NoaiJle  ar¬ 
rived  at  Paris  from  their  ftations 
in  North  America. 

St.  James's,  aqth.  The  Baron 
de  Kutzleben  had  a  private  audi¬ 
ence  of  his  Majefty,  to  deliver  a 
new  letter  of  credence,  giving  him 
the  character  of  Miniiier  Plenipo¬ 
tentiary  from  his  Serene  Highnefs 
the  Landgrave  of  Heife  CafTei.-— 

O 

He  had  afterwards  a  private  au¬ 
dience  of  her  Majefiry. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  the. important  queftion  be¬ 
tween  the  captors  of  the  10 mid  of 
St,  Euftadus  and  the  Britifh  claim¬ 
ants  of  property  in  that  ifland, 
Whether  their  claims  iliould  be 
determined  in  the  court  of  admi¬ 
ralty,  or  whether  the  court  of 
king’s  bench  jfhculd  prohibit  that 
juriididion  from  proceeding  in  the 
fiuits  inftituted  in  the  admiralty, 
and  leave  the  claimants  to  purfue 
their  remedy  againft  Sir  G.  Rod¬ 
ney  and  Gen,  Vaughan  in  the 
courts  of  common  law.  This 
queftion  drew  the  attention  of  the 
firft  gentlemen  of  the  profeftion  of 
the  law,  and  was  maintained  with 
•equal  ability  on  both  fides  $  but 
was  at  length  determiued  in  favour 
of  the  admiralty  courts  by  Earl 
Mansfield.  His  lord  ill  ip  faid, 
that  the  Engl i ill  language  could  not 
Irate  m  clearer  terms  than  the 
legislature  faid  and  iinderftood, 
that,  the  jurifdidticn  was  in  the 
admiralty. 


t<  A  cartel  lliip,  with  3  00 

;  French  prisoners  on  board, 
part  of  the  regiments  of  Acqui- 
taine  and  Soiffoin,  which  were 
taken  by  Admiral  Kemgenfelt  m 
clearing  Mount  Batten,  in  Ply¬ 
mouth  Road,  fell  to  leeward, 
miffed  ftays,  and  drove  upon  the 
reef  of  rocks  at  the  eaft  end  of  it. 

The  poor  unfortunate  prifoneri, 
who  were  but  a  minute  before 
huzzaing  in-  the  h igheft  fpirirs, 
w ere  no w  fu n k  i n  t h e  deepeft  dif- 
trefs  j  many  of  them  wringing 
their  hands  as  if  on  the  point  of 
pen  filing.  Some  that  could  fwirn 
reached  the  boats  that  had  put  off 
to  their  qfiiftance’.  Six  boys  got 
cut  the  vaiti,  and  attempted  to 
reach  the  fhore,  but  were  darned 
againfl.  a  rock,  and  the  boat  ‘in— 
ilantly  Saved  ;  the  next  wave  that 
lucceeded  call  the  lads  on  the 
iliore,  who  found  means  to  crawl 
no  the  rocks,  and  w^ere  faved. 
A  cutter  that  attended  the  cartel 
got  out  all  the  boats,  and,  with 
the  affiftance  that  inftanfly  came 
from  the  fhore,  took  akrnoft  every 
man  on  board,  not  more  than  two 
or  three  being  miffing,  who  it 
was  mppofed  in  the  hurry  had  dipt 
between  the  boats.  , 

The  long  pending  and 
27th.  important  caufe  between 
Mr.  DiTney  Ffytche  and  the  Bi- 
fliop  of  London  Bard  a  decifive 
hearing  before  Lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  who  pronounced  the  decisi¬ 
on  in  favour  of  Mr.  Ffytche  lay¬ 
ing  it  down  as  a  principle  not 
only  afire  (Ring  the  iffue  of  this  par¬ 
ticular  cafe,  but  of  general  opera¬ 
tion — a  dodlrine  founded  on  the 
immoveable  bafis  of  the  law  of  the 
land-— “  That  bonds  of  general 
refignation  were  not  illegal,  and 
that  of  courfe  a  bifhpp  could  not 

refufe, 
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refufe,  on  this  plea,  the  inllitution 
into  a  benefice  of  any  clerk  proper¬ 
ly  prefented  by  the  patron.” 

An  American  ill  ip  arrived 
3  *  at  Oftend  reports,  that  con- 

grefs  took  a  refoiution  towards  the 
end  of  November  laft,  to  forbid 
the  importation  of  all  goods  and 
merchandizes  of  the  growth  or 
manufa&ure  of  Great  Britain  and 
its  dependencies,  on  pain  ot  con¬ 
fiscation  in  cafe  fuch  goods  and 
effects  are  fcrtind  in  their  domi¬ 
nions,  or  within  thaee  leagues  of 
the  coaft,  and  bding  intended  for 
that  country,  except  they  are 
taken  in  prizes,  and  lawfully  con¬ 
demned.  This  important  refoiu¬ 
tion  is  to  take  place  the  ill  of 
May,  1782. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  livery  of 
the  city  of  London,  in  common- 
hall  affembled,  this  day,  the  right 
honourable  the  lord  mayor  re¬ 
ported  the  anfwer  given  by  his 
rjiajefty  to  the  flier iffs  of  this  city, 
refpedting  the  prefenting  the  ad- 
drefs,  reinonftrance,  and  petition, 
agreed  to  at  the  laft  common-hall  ; 
aifea  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  addrelfed  to  him,  and  his 
lord. hips  anfwer  to  the  faid  letter. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 
lord  mayor,  for  the  fpirit  and 
propriety  of  his  conduct  on  this 
occafion. 

Refolved,  That  whoever  ad- 
vifed  the  king  to  deviate  from  the 
accuftomed  mode,  admitted  by  his 
majefty,  of  receiving  the  livery 
of  London,  fitting  on  his  throne, 
is  an  enemy  to  the  rights  and  pri- 
vilegesof  the  citizens  of  this  great 
capital  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

Refolved,  That  the  unequal  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  the 
corrupt  ftufe  of  parliament,  and 
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the  perverfion  thereof  from  its 
original  iuftitution,  have  been  the 
principal  caufes  of  the  unjuft  war 
with  America,  of  the  confequent 
diimemberment  of  the  Britiiii 
empire,  and  ol  every  grievance  of 
which  we  complain. 

Refolved  that  thefe  grievances 
cin  never  be 'removed,  until  the 
right  of  the.  people  to  their  con- 
lUtutional  iliare  in  the  Engliih 
government  ill  all  be  re-eftvsbliihed, 
by  a  fair  and  equal  representation 
in  parliament,  and  a  frequent 
election  of  their  reprefentaiives, 
according  to  ancient  ufage. 

o  o 

Refolved,  That  for  the  purpohr 
of  obtaining  a  reftoration  of  thefe 
rights,  a  committee  of  the  lively 
ol  London  be  appointed. 

Refolved,  1  hat  the  committee 
appointed  nhe  10th  of  February, 
1780,  by  the  common  council  of 
this  city,  to  correfpond  and  con¬ 
fer  with  the  committees  of  other 
counties,  &c.  proved  t  hem  fe  Ives 
firm  friends  to  the  people. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
gentlemen  be  the  committee  or  the 
livery  of  London  now  appointed, 
to  correfpond  with  the  committees 
of  the  feveral  counties,  cities,  &c. 
of  the  kingdom,  viz.  Wm.  Plo- 
mer,  Efq.  Lord  Mayor,  Brafs 
Crolby,  Efq.  Fred.  Bail,  Efq.  j. 
Towniliend,  E'q.  John  Wilkes, 
Elq.  John  Sawbridge,  Efq.  Sir 
Watkin  Lewes,  Nath.  Newenham, 
Efq.  Tho.  Sainfbury,  Efq.  Wm. 
Crichton,  Efq.  Barnard  Turner, 
Efq.  Mr.  Wm.  Hurtord,  Samuel 
Vaughan,  Efq.  Tho.  Scott,  Efq. 
Wm.  Pickett,  Efq.  Jofiah  Dorn- 
ford,  Efq.  Mr.  Samuel  Thorp, 
Mr.  John  Pinhorn,  Mr.  John 
Withers,  Mr.  George  Bodley, 
Mr.  Tho.  Skinner,  Mr.  George 
Bellas,  Mr.  A.  Facer  Kemp,  Mr. 
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James  Sharp,  Edward  Howfe,  Efq. 
Mr.  Cha.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wm,  Pref- 
ton,  John  Jacobs,  Efq.  Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  Holder,  Mr.  Laurence  Hol- 
ker,  Mr.  Dep.  Lake  Young,  Mr. 
Win.  Denham,  jun.  Mr.  Dep. 
Jeremiah  Percy,  Mr.  Wm.  An- 
derfon,  Mr.  Nicholas  Forfter,  and 
Mr  Wm.  Falkener. 

Refolved,  that  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  do  take  the  moft  effectual 
methods  for  obtaining  a  more  equal 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  and  a  frequent  elec¬ 
tion  of  the  reprefentatives,  ac¬ 
cording  to  ancient  ufage,  and  for 
thefe  purpofes  do  confer  and  cor- 
relpond  with  other  committees 
throughout  the  kingdom. 

R.iolved,  That  the  common- 
council  of  this  city  be  requefted  to 
grant  the  ufe  of  the  new  common- 
council  room  to  the  faid  com- 
m  ttee,  for  the  purpofe  of  their 
occafional  meeting  therein  ;  and 
that  the  lord  mayor  be  deiired  to 
communicate  thb  requeft  to  the 
common- council  at  their  firft 
meeting. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  be  directed  to  meet  in 
Guildhall  for  their  deliberations, 
and  that  Mr.  town  clerk  do  attend 
them. 

The  lord  mayor  having  pre- 
fented  a  paper,  which  his  lord- 
ill  ip  informed  the  meeting  had 
been  delivered  to  him  this  morn¬ 
ing.  purporting  to  be  a  proteft 
againft  the  legality  of  this  meet¬ 
ing,  the  fame  was  read  ;  and  a 
motion  being  made,  and  queftion 
being  put,  that  the  lame  be  en¬ 
tered  in  the  records  of  this  city,  it 
paffed  in  the  negative. 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  common-hall  be  given  to  the 
right  honourable  the  lord  mayor 
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for  fo  readily  complying  with  the 
requeft  of  the  livery  in  calling  this 
meeting,  and  for  his  impartial 
conduct  during  the  courfe  of  the 
whole  bulinefs. 

R  I  X. 

Feb  I.  The  following  prGteft, 
relative  to  the  common-hall,  held 
yefterday,  was  previouily  delivered 
to  the  lord  mayor  at  the  manfion- 
boufe,  by  the  gentlemen  whofe 
names  are  fubfcribed: 

Tc  the  Right  Hon.  William  Plomer, 
Efq.  Lord  May  or. 

“  My  Lord, 

At  a  numerous  and  refpedl- 
able  meeting  of  the  livery,  held 
the  29th  of  January,  1782,  at  the 
Half-Moon  Tavern,  in  Cheapiide, 
for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  the 
propriety  of  a  common-hall,  con¬ 
vened  by  your  lordfhip’s  precepts, 
to  be  holderi  on  Thurfday  next, 
‘  For  the  purpofe  of  receiving  the 
report  of  the  gentlemen  appointed 
to  deliver  the  addrefs,  remon- 
ftrance,  and  petition  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  agreed  upon  at  the  lad  com¬ 
mon-dial  I,  and  to  confider  what 
farther,  fteps  are  neCeffary  to  be 
taken,  on  the  prbfent  alarming 
and  critical  fttuation  of  this  king- 
dom. 

“  It  was  the  unanimous  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  livery  prefeat,  That 
the  purpofes  for  which  the  faid 
common- hall  is  directed  to  be 
called,  are  not  legal,  and  do  not 
concern  this  city  in  its  corporate 
capacity  : 

‘‘  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  ro  draw  up  and  deliver  a 
-proteft  to  your  lordfliip  againft  the 
meeting  or  aflembling  of  fuch  a 
common-hall  ;  and  that  the  faid 
committee  do  requeft  that  fuch 
proteft  may  be  read  at  the  holding 
of  the  faid  common- hall,  and  en¬ 
tered 


tered  of  record  in  the  city  books. 

“  And  a  committee  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

4‘  Therefore  we  the  laid  com¬ 
mittee,  and  whofe  names  arc  here¬ 
unto  fubfcribcd,  do,  in  purfuance 
of  the  above  authority,  accord- 
ingly  proteft  to  your  lordfhip  a- 
gainft  the  holding  of  the  faid  in¬ 
tended  common  hall,  for  the  rea- 
fons  before  mentioned. 

“  And  in  cafe  your  lordfhip 
fhall,  notwithftanding,  think  fit 
to  hold  the  faid  common-hall,  we 
humbly  requeft  that  your  lordfhip 
will  permit,  and  order  the  above 
proceedings,  and  this  proteft,  to 
be  read  on  the  huftings,  at  the 
time  of  the  holding  of  the  faid 
common-hall,  and  to  be  entered 
on  record  on  the  city  books.  We 
are,  my  lord,  your  lordfhip’s  moft 
obedient  humble  fervants, 

Gabriel  Leeky,  Skinner . 

John  Merry,  Draper. 

Thomas  Wellings,  Needle-maker. 

Thomas  Tomlins,  Scrivener. 

Thomas  Evans,  Armourer  and 
Brazier .” 

Died,  At  Stetin,  Duke  Au- 
guftus  William  of  Brunfwick  Lu¬ 
rie  burg  Bevern.  All  his  poflef- 
fions,  which  were  very  confide- 
rable,  devolve  to  his  brother  Duke 
Charles,  the  only  remaining  branch 
of  Bevern. 

At  Darlington,  in  the  bifhop- 
rick  of  Durham,  J.  Nicholls,  a 
labouring  man,  aged  105. 

■■  ■  '■  '  . — I 

FEBRUARY. 

j  p.  At  the  court  at  St.  James’s,, 
prelent  the  king’s  molt  excel¬ 
lent  majefty  in  council. 


SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his 
majefty  in  council  for  the  year 
1782,  viz. 

Berkfhire.  Poftponed. 

Bedfordshire.  Robert  Thornton, 
of  Moggerhanger,  Efq. 

Bucks.  Joieph  Jacques,  of  Tick- 
ford  Park,  Efq. 

Cumberland.  W.  Dacre,  of  Kirk- 
hngton,  Elq. 

Chefhire.  Sir  P.  Warburton,  of 
Warburton,  'Bart. 

Camb.  &  Hunt.  Henry  Poynter 
Standly,  of  little  Paxton,  Efq. 

Cornwall.  John  Coryton,  of  Cro~ 
cadon,  Efq. 

Devonfhire.  Sir  John  W.  Pole, 
Shute,  Bart. 

Dorferfnire.  VI.  Churchill,  of 
Hen  bury,  Efq. 

Derbyshire.  Richard  Loe,  of 
Lockoe,  Efq. 

EfTcx.  Win.  Dalby,  ofWaltham- 
ftow,  Efq. 

Gloucefterfihire.  Charles  Hay¬ 
ward,  of  Quedgley,  Efq. 

Hertford/hire.  John  Michie,  of 
North  Mimms,  Efq. 

Herefordshire.  Francis  Wm  Tho. 
Bridges  of  Tihberton,  Efq. 

Kent.  Samuel  Boys,  of  Hawk- 
hurft,  Efq. 

Leicefterftiire.  Sir  John  Palmer, 
of  Carlton  Curlieu,  Bart. 

Lmcolnfhire.  William  Pennyman, 
of  Little  Ponton,  Efq. 

Monmouthfhire,  Poftponed. 

Northumberland.  Calverley  Be- 

wicke,  of  Clofe  Houfe,  Efq. 

Northamptonfhire.  Henry  Saw- 
bridge,  of  Daventry,  Efq, 

Norfolk.  Henry  Lee  Warner,  of 
Walfingham,  Efq. 

Nottinghamlbire.  John  Litch¬ 

field,  of  Mansfield,  Efq. 

Oxfordshire.  Win.  Phillips,  of 
Culham,  Efq. 

M  i 
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Rntlandfhire.  Tob,  Ilippefley, 
of  H  amble  don,  Efq. 

ShiopfihVe.  Cha.  Walcot,  of  Bit- 
teriey,  Efq. 

Somerfetiliire.  James  Ireland,  of 
Brifhngton,  Efq, 

Staffordshire  Charles  Toilet,  cf 
Bet  ley,  Efq. 

Suffolk.  William  Middleton,,  of 
Crow  fie  Id,  Efq. 

Southampton.  William  Shirred, 
of  Old  Alresford,  Efq. 

Surrey.  Abraham  Fitches,  of 
Streatrhnm,  Efq. 

Suflcx..  William  Frankland,  of 
Mu  nth  am,  Efq. 

W  arwickfhire.  Rowland  Farmer 
Oakover,  of  Oldbury,  Efq. 

Worcefterlhire.  Jofeph  Berwick, 
of  Worcefter,  Efq. 

”vV i ! t ill ’ re .  William  Bowies,  of 

Hele,  Efq. 

Yorkshire.  Sir  John  Ingilby,  of 
Ripley,  Bart. 

South  IV ales.  Brecon,  Jofhua  Mor¬ 
gan  .  of  Lanelly,  Eiq. 

Carmarthen  J.  Morgan,  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  Efq. 

Cardigan.  Herb.  Evans,  of  Low- 
Mead,  Efq. 

G!a  morgan.  Thomas  Manfell 
Talbot,  of  Margam,  Efq. 

Pembroke.  Vaughan  'I  homas,  of 
Polly.  Efq. 

Radnor.  Thomas  Beavan,  of 
Skunlafs,  Efq. 

North  Wales.  Anglefey,  Morgan 
Jones,  of  Skerries,  Efq. 

Carnarvon.  Richard  Pennant,  of 
Penrhyn,  Efq. 

Denbigh.  T  he  Hon.  Cha.  Finch, 
of  Vo y las. 

Flint.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz- 
maurice. 

Merioneth.  Win.  Humfrreys,  of 
MeardiT,  Efq. 

Montgomeryfidre.  Henry  Tracy, 
of  Maefmawr,  Efq. 
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The  cafe  of  Hevey,  tried  laft 
feffions  at  the  Old  Bailey  for  for¬ 
gery,  and  under  a  fpecial  verdidt, 
was  referved  for  the  determination 
of  the  twelve  'judges,  has  been 
brought  before  them,  and  the  law 
finally  fettled  on  that  fubjeCt — 
The  cafe  was  fummarilly  this:  he 
uttered  a  bill  of  exchange,  in- 
dorfed  “  B.  Macariv,”  and  faid 
that  his  name  was  M’Carry,  and 
that  the  indorfement  was  in  his 
own  hand  writing.  On  the  trial 
it  was  proved,  and  the  jury  found, 
that  the  indorfement  was  not  the 
hand-writing  of  Hevey,  but  of 
M'Carty  ;  it  followed  of  courfe 
that  the  indorfement  was  not 
forged  the  difficulty  therefore  was 
whether,  by  having  perfonated  the 
indorfer,  he  had  brought  himfelf 
within  the  fiatute  againft  forgery. 
The  judges  have  determined  in 
the  negative,  fo  that  the  man’s 
life  is  tafe  ;  but  he  remains  to  be 
tried  for  a  confpiracy,  in  having 
let  up,  in  conjunction  with  divers 
others,  pretended  banking-houfes 
in  Bath  and  London,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  to  defraud. 

k  By  the  Hampden  packet- 
^  ’  boat,  arrived  at  Falmouth 

from  Lifbon,  advice  is  received  of 
the  Spanifli  fleet,  confiding  of  30 
line  of  battle  lliips,  and  feveral 
frigates,  being  cruizing  eff  Cape 
St.  Vincent’s.  T  he  packet,  on 
her  pafiage,  fell  in  with  a  Portu¬ 
guese  fliip,  which  had  been  de¬ 
tained  by  the  Spanifh  fleet  for  fe¬ 
veral  days,  in  order  to  prevent 
her  giving  intelligence. 

Lord  Mansfield  gave  the  unani¬ 
mous  opinion  of  all  the  judges  on 
the  appeal  from  the  adjudication 
of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  captures  made  on 
land  on  the  2d  of  February,  1781, 

by 
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by  the  forces  under  the  command 
of  Admiral  Sir  George  .  Rodney 
and  General  Vaughan,  at  St.  Eu- 
flqitius,  when  the  judgment  and 
jurifdidtion  of  the  admiralty  were 
confirmed  ;  and  the  rule  let  afide, 
their  judgment  was  difcnarged. 

,  The  putfer  of  the  Bel¬ 

mont  Eaft-indiaman  arrived 
at  the  Eaft-India  houfe,  with  the 
news  of  the  above  fhip  being  fafe 
arrived  at  Plymouth  on  Saturday 
laft.  He  brought  the  following 
account,  that  they  failed  from  St. 
Helena  the  2d  of  November,  in 
company  with  the  Prime,  under 
convoy  of  Commodore  Johnfton’s 
(quad r on.  Soon  after  they  failed, 
feverai  heavy  gales  of  wind  came 
on,  which  lamed  for  fix  weeks  ; 
and  that  on  the  23d  of  January 
they  parted  company.  Several  of 
the  commodore’s  fhips  were  much 
damaged. 


6th 


A  bomb- ketch  of  Com¬ 


modore  johnfton’s  fquadron, 
arrived  at  Plymouth,  brings  in¬ 
formation  of  the  Hannibal  having 
captured  two  of  Monf.  Vaudreuil’s 
tranfports,  one  of  them  carrying 
22  guns,  and  deeply  laden  with 
ftores. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  ferfey , 
fan.  26. 

“  A  flag  of  truce  arrived  here 
la  ft  week  with  fome  ranfomers, 
and  a  young,  lady  who  about  20 
years  flnce  was  font  to  France  tor 
her  education,  but  was  iliut  lip  in 
a  convent.  Pier  mother  had  fre¬ 
quent  aftura  ncesof  her  death,  and 
certificates  from  the  holy  fathers, 
and  went  into  mourning  for  her  ; 

but  about  two  vears  lince  was  fur- 
*  ^ 

prifed  to  receive  a  letter  from  her 
child,  informing  her  of  her  fixa¬ 
tion,  and  of  her  long  meditated 
efcape,  which  iKe  had  never  been 


able  to  efifedt.  At /.length  fhe 
found  a  method  eft  getting  away, 
hired  a  veflel,  and  came  over. — 
Her  mother  had  paid  for  her  fu¬ 
neral  about  fixtCen  years  ago  to  a 
principal  merchant  who  fupported 
her  when  at  lchool.  Her  name  is 
Du  Merick  j  fhe  has  a  brother,  a 
lieutenant  in  our  fervice,  and  a 
covfin  who  commands  his  Majef- 
ty’s  flu’p  Repulie,  of  64  guns. 

This  day  the  lord  mayor  held 
the  feflion  at  Guildhall,  when  the 
attorneys  concerned  for  the  feverai 
plaintiffs  who  fued  the  city  for 
the  damages  (uftained  by  the  tu¬ 
mults  in  June,  1780,  claimed  on 
behalf  ot  their  employers,  the 
fums  due  ;  and  the  court  made  an 
order  to  pay  27,000!.  which  had 
been  collected,  amongft  the  db~ 
fer.enr  plain  tiffs,  and  that  the  fu¬ 
ture  colledftbns  fliould  be  rc-fpon- 
fible  for  the  fum  of  400I.  which 
llill  remains  due  to  thole  verdidts. 
o  ,  This  being  the  day  ap¬ 

pointed  fof  a  folemn  fail:, 
the  fame  was  obferved  at  court  ; 
their  majefties  attended  divine  fer¬ 
vice  at  the  chapel-royal,  and  heard 
a  fermon  preached  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Kaye,  fub-almoner. 

The  Bp.  of  Worcefter  preached 
a  fermon  on  the  fame  occafion  in 
We'ftminfter  -  abbey,  before  the 
lord  chancellor,  five  temporal  and 
ten  fpiritual  lords,  and  took  his 
ditccurfe  from  the  5th  chapter  of 
Teremiah,  verle  25.  As  did  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Dampier  before  the 
fpeaker  and  feverai  members  of 
the  houle  of  commons,  at  St.  Mar¬ 
garet  5  church,  from  the  lSlh 
chapter  of  Ezek.  ver.  30. 

,  Ex  trad  of  a  \elter  from 

l2rh*  Dulliriy  Feb.  7. 

“  Yeftcrday  afternoon  the  whole 
city  was  thrown  into  the  greateft 
[JV]  4  confter- 
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eonfternation,  by  a  very  fatal  ac¬ 
cident  which  happened  in  the 
Grove-room  of  the  Mufic-hall,  in 
Fifhamble-ftreet  A  meeting  was 
held  there  of  the  corporation  of 
flationers,  cutlers,  &c.  to  con- 
lider  of  a  proper  perfon  to  repre- 
fent  this  city  in  the  room  of  the 
late  Dr  Clements.  The  meeting 
was  very  numerous,  and  in  the 
midft  of  fome  of  the  fpeeches  the 
floor  unhappily  gave  way  and 
fell  with  more  than  four  hundred 
perfons,  above  twenty  feet,  on  le- 
veral  others  who  were  below.  The 
confufion  occafioned  by  this  fur- 
prife  was  inexpreffible,  and  the 
mrieks  and  groans  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  perfons  wounded  were  heard 
throughout  the  whole  neighbour¬ 
hood. 

“  Amongft  twenty-one  unfor¬ 
tunate  perfons  hurt  are  the  three 
candidates,  Mr.  Hartley,  Mr. 
Pemberton,  and  Alderman  War¬ 
ren,  wounded,  but  not  dange- 
roufly.  Sir  Edward  Newenham’s 
collar-bone  broke  &c.” 

On  Saturday  a  queftion  of  con- 
fequence,  relative  to  the  Anglefea 
militia,  was  brought  before  the 
court  of  king’s-bench,  by  way  of 
mandamus,  to  declare  the  com- 
miffions  of  the  major  and  captains 
ferving  in  that  militia  void.  It 
appeared,  that  four  volunteer  com¬ 
panies  raifed  in  Ireland  as  regu¬ 
lars,  artefted  for  the  101ft  regi¬ 
ment,  with  Irifh  officers,  were 
added  to  the  Anglefea  militia, 
without  qualifications  in  that 
county.  The  court,  on  Mr.  Bear- 
croit’s  fhe wing  cauie  againft  the 
mandamus,  made  the  rule  abfo- 
lute,  to  declare  all  their  commif* 
fions  void. 

,  Yefterday  was  tried,  be- 

n‘  fore  the  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
in  the  court  of  king’s  bench  at 


Guildhall,  a  caufe  of  general  con¬ 
cern.*— A  merchant  of  Flufhing 
brought  an  action  againft  a  mer¬ 
chant  of  this  city,  for  the  recovery 
of  the  amount  of  three  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  given  by  the  defendant  for 
tea  fold  by  the  plaintiff,  and  de¬ 
livered  at  Offend  to  the  defendant’s 
order  :  the  defence  was,  that  the 
tea  never  came  to  the  defendant’s 
hand,  but  was  feized  as  run  goods, 
therefore  the  plaintiff  was  liable 
to  the  lofs :  the  defendant  went 
upon  two  other  points  of  law, 
namely,  that  the  plaintiff  could 
not  apply  for  juflice,  as  the  aft  of 
felling  the  tea  was* a  fraud  upon 
the  revenue  ;  aiib,  that  if  the  tea 
had  actually  been  delivered,  the 
plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  re¬ 
cover.  The  noble  judge,  in  his. 
charge  to  the  jury,  remarked,  that 
Flufhing  and  Offend  were  the  molt 
famous  ports  for  fmuggling.  If 
the  jury  confidered  the  tea  to  be 
fold  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
fmuggled  to  England,  they  would  ^ 
find  for  the  defendant.  He  ob~ 
ferved,  that  the  Eaft-India  ihips 
were  the  only  bottoms  of  convey¬ 
ance  of  tea  to  England  :  befides, 
it  was  proved,  that  the  plaintiff 
kept  boats  and  horfes  to  convey 
tea  to  the  coaft  of  England.  The 
jury  found  for  the  defendant,  and 
thereby  made  the  notes  void. 

At  the  court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
15th  of  February,  1782,  pre- 
fent  the  king’s  moft  excellent 
majefty  in  council. 

It  is  this  day  ordered  by  his  ma- 
jefly  in  council,  that  an  embargo 
be  forthwith  laid  upon  all  fhips 
and  veffeis  laden,  or  to  be  laden, 
in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  ifiands 
of  Jerfey,  Guerniey,  Alderney, 
and  Sark,  with  beef,  pork,  or 
any  fort  of  falted  provisions  ;  and 
that  the  faid  embargo  do  continue, 

and 
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s.nd  remains  upon  fuch  fhips  and 
veflfds  until  further  order. 

W.  Fawkener. 
f.  The  feflions  at  the  Old 
'  Hailey,  wliich  began  on 
the  20th,  ended,  vvhen  ten  con¬ 
victs  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz,  Edward  Wilkins  for  robbing 
John  Morant  on  the  highway  near 
Bayfwater,  among  other  things, 
of  a  draught  for  ijoJ;  Anthony 
Elcard,  for  dealing  from  the  houie 
of  R.  Onflow,  Efq.  goods  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  value  ;  Lucias  Hughes, 
for  picking  the  pocket  of  Baron 
Kutzlebeb,  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  from  Hefle  Caflftl,  of  his 
gold  wateh,  as  he  was  alighting 
Irom  his  carriage  at  the  Opera- 
houfe ;  Peter  Mayhew,  for  the 
wicked  practice  of  cutting  lilk  in 
the  loom ;  Martin  Taylor,  for 
dealing  a  box,  in  which  were  200 
plates  of  tin  ;  Henry  Levi,  for 
dealing  a  pair  of  coach  harnefs  ; 
Henry  Cohen,  for  dealing  a  filk 
handkerchief;  Wm.  Smith,  for 
robbing  the  Cheder  mail ;  Anne 
Smith,  for  Shop  lifting  ;  Jane 
Lee,  for  a  crime  of  the  lame  na¬ 
ture  ;  John  Knowles  and  John 
May,  for  houfe-breaking  j  and 
Wm.  Roberts,  for  dealing  dowlas 
and  cotton  goods,  the  property 
of  Meflrs.  Scott,  Harris,  &c.  in 
Bread-dreet. 

At  this  feflions  two  women  were 
tried  for  the  murder  of  a  man  in 
Eagle  and  Child-alley,  Fleet- 
maryet,  and  acquitted.  A  young 
gentleman  of  fortune  was  likewife 

c  > 

tried  for  dealing  two  diver  fpoons 
from  the  Bedford  Head  tavern, 
where  he  with  another  young  gen¬ 
tleman  had  dined.  The  lpoons 
were  miffed,  and  found  in  the 
young  gentleman's  boot. 


M  A  R  C  H. 

Friday,  M.«rch  t .  Being  St. 

David’s  day,  the  anniverlary  of 
the  Socieiy  of  Ancient  Britons  was 
held,  when  an  excellent  fermon 
was  preached  on  the  occafion  at 

St.  Andrew’s  Holborn,  by  the 

Lord  Billiop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 
After  which  they  proceeded  to  the 
Crown  and  Anchor  Tavern,  where 
an  elegant  entertainment  was  pro¬ 
vided.  The  collection  after  din¬ 
ner  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Collection  at  church  29  17  o 
His  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  an¬ 
nual  donation  -  ic$  00 
The  Right  Hon.  Lord 

Bagot,  prefident  50  o  o 
Richard  Pennant,  vice- 

prefident  -  20  o  o 

Rev.  Rob.  Carter  Chel- 

wall,  ditto  -  20  o  © 

Sir  Watkin  Will  iams 

Wynne,  Bt.  annual 

donation  -  25  o  © 

Edw.  Lovenden,  Efq 

treafurer  -  21  o  o 

Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Ply¬ 
mouth  -  21  o  o 

Right  Hon.  Earl  of  Go- 

dolphin  -  21  o  o 

Collection  at  feveral  ta¬ 
bles  -  147  o  o 

^  Total  -  X.459  17  o 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vernon, 
prefident,  and  many  gentlemen  of 
rank  and  fortune,  Rewards  for  the 
year  enfuing. 

j  Adm.  Office.  By  letters  from 
Commodore  Johnftone,  dated 
on  board  the  Diana,  at  Portf- 
mouth,  Feb.  28th,  there  is  advice 
of  his  arrival,  and  that  he  has 
brought  with  him  from  Lifbon, 

Lieut. 


I 
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Lieut.  Reid  of  the  Romney,  who 
commanded  the  Dankbaarhevt, 
one  oi  the  prizes  taken  in  Soldanha 
Bay,  with  ten  others,  who  were 
faved  from  the  fa  id  prize.  They 
report,  that  the  Dankbaarhcyt, 
after  lofing  all  her  mafts  on  the 
28th  of  January,  near  ihe  Chan¬ 
nel,  had  her  pumps  choaked  on 
the  29th;  that  ihe  gradually  filled 
with  water  to  the  upper  deck,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  linking  on  the 
~ c f h  at  dark,  when  they  left  her 
in  a  little  boat  in  a  hard  gAe  of 
wind  ,*  that  the  crew  had  prepar¬ 
ed  a  raft,  and  taken  every  precau¬ 
tion  with  coo  kiefs  and  intrepidity, 
but  from  all  crreumftances  there  is 
little  hone  that  any  ot  thofe  brave 
men  could  lurvive.  1  he  boat 
was  obliged  to  keep  right  before 
f-hdr  wind,  and  after  running  80 
miles  to  the  fouthward,  they  were 
taken  up  by  a  Swedish  brig,  who, 
for  a  premium,  landed  them  in  the 
Tagus. 

Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald,  of  his 
majefty’s  fliip  La  Fradente,  ac¬ 
quaints  the  board  of  his  having 
taken  the  Eagle,  French  fiore- 
iTilp,  bound  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
laden  with  naval  and  military 
it  ores.  She  failed  from  Brett  on 
the  1  sth  infant-  with  Count  de 
Guichen. 

Captain  Ing] is*  of  his  majefeyb 
fbip:  Squirrel,  acquaints  the  board, 
that  he  has  taken  the  Furet  brig, 
of  4  guns  and  36  men,  quite  new, 
a  nd  fi  ad  taken  n  o  thing 

,  An  order  was  ifTaed  trem 
J  '*  the  privy  council,  for  the 
enlargement  of  Med.  Gouverneur 
Curzon  from  their  confine- 
m en t T  o n  condition  ,c f  t h ei r  givi rtg 
bail  for  their  r.  oDcarar.ce,  fimdar 
to  thai  entered  into  feme  time 
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fince  by  Mr.  Laurens,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  prifoner. 

,  Sir  Guy  Carle  ton’s  com- 
^  '  million,  appointing  him  com¬ 

mander  in  chief  in  America,  paf- 
fed  the  great  feal. 

,  The  river  Clyde  rofe 
1  ith.  ,  -  ,  ,  ,  y  , 

higher  tnan  has  ever  been 

known  in  the  memory  of  man.  In 
Glafgow  the  waters  reached  half 
way  up  the  Salt  Market. 

t  Cooper  Flail  was  capl- 
!au"  tally  convicted  at  Notting¬ 
ham  affixes  for  robbing  the  mail 
of  the  Newcadle  bag.  His  trial 
lafted  between  (even  and  eight 
hours,., in  which  time  52  w.it  Defies 
were  examined. 

^  The  following  maleiac- 
1  ^  tors  were  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn  :  Edmund  Harris,  for  bur¬ 
glary  ;  John  Lucas,  for  robbing 
on  the  highway,  and  ihootine  at 
Mr.  Effingham,  and  wounding 
him  in  the  back  ;  and  John  Cole¬ 
man,  for  robbing  Mr.  Davanes, 
in  the  footpath  leading  from  Fan- 
crasto  Kentifn  town. 

i/tth  Aclm>  Office.  Capt.  Padey 
4  of  the  Jupiter  acquaints  the 
board  that  he  had  captured  the 
Bologne  privateer  of  St.  Maloes, 
of  16  carriage  guns.  She  had 
taken  nothing. 

The  Solebay,  Capt.  C.  H.  E- 
verett,  was  unfortunately  loft  on 
the  fhallowsoff  Nevis-point  on  the 
25  th  of  January.  In  manoeuvring 
to  avoid  three  [hips  that  were  then 
chafing,  die  got  a-g round.  In 
that  fit  nation  two  of  them  brought 
their  broad-fides  to  bear  upon  her. 
Upon  which  it  was  refolved  to 
quit  her,  which  was  done  without 
the  lots  of  a  man  :  alter  which  doe 
was  fie t  on  fire  and  burnt  to  the 
water's,  sdee. 

The 


The  remains  of  Kirkham  priory 
near  Ma iton  were  blown  down  bv 
the  high  wind.  When  MefT. 
Bucks  took  a  view  of  them,  1721, 
they  were  not  very  confiderable. 
j  g  Vienna.  The  emperor 
is  determined  to  employ 
100.000  florins  annually  in  the 
education  of  foldiers  children  :  of 
50  regiments  difperfed  in  Germany 
and  Hungary,  each  will  receive 
the  annual  fum  of  2000  florins, 
which  are  to  be  expended  in  the 
education  of  48  boys,  whofe  fa¬ 
thers  ferve  in  thofe  regiments  as 
foldiers. — Their  education  is  to 
be  very  Ample,  the  object  in  view 
being  to  form  good  fubal terns  for 
the  army,  which  they  have,  for 
a  long  time,  felt  the  want  of. 
The  boys  thus  inftrudted,  are  to 
enter  into  fervice  at  eighteen  years 
of  age. 

I  sldm.  Office.  Rear  Adm. 
y  ’  Graves  of  the  London  ac¬ 
quaints  the  admiralty  board  with 
his  having  taken,  in  his  pafiage 
from  New-York  to  the  Weft  In¬ 
dies,  a  French  fhip  of  800  tons, 
38  guns,  and  319  men,  called  the 
Imperieux,  from  Cadiz  to  Phila¬ 
delphia,  laden  with  fait,  fome 
arms,  cannon>  mixed  goods,  and 
medicines. 

The  Duchefs  of  Devon- 
fliire  gave  a  grand  ball  and 
rout,  to  which  a  thoufand  of  the 
fir  it  people  of  the  kingdom  were 
invited. 

Com.  Elliot  hoifted  his  broad 
pendant  on  board  the  Edgar. 

1  he  Court  of  Madrid  have  late¬ 
ly  pnbli flaed  a  lift  of  their  military 
forces  now  on  foot,  which  they 
eftimate  to  amount  in  the  whole 

94i9^°  effective  men.  Horfe- 
guards  8400.  National  Infantry, 
3960.  Trifh  brigade,  2  \qo.  Ira 
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lian  and  Swifs  troops,  11,000. 


Seven  regiments  Guarda  Coftas, 
7700.  Battalions  of  militia, 
2  t  ,600.  Sixteen  regiments  of  ca¬ 
valry,  8400.  Dragoons,  6000. 
Fuz’leers,  1200.  Invalids,  690. >. 
Detached  volunteer  corps  of  Gre¬ 
nada,  Caftiie  and  Andalufia, 
8000. 

..  Vienna.  Pius  VI.  Sove* 
^  reign  Roman  pontiff,  ar¬ 
rived  yefterday  in  this  capital. 
His  imperial  majefty,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  royal  highnefs  the 
Archduke  Max  milian,  went  to 
meet  his  holinefs  through  Nau- 
ftadt  to  Neukirken,  where  the  firft 
interview  took  place.  After  flay¬ 
ing  fome  time  at  the  military  aca¬ 
demy  at  Neukirken,  the  holy  fa¬ 
ther  went  into  a  coach  with  the 
emperor,  and  was  received  with¬ 
out  the  lines  by  a  detachment  cf 
noble  Huna-arian  and  Galician 
guards,  who  efcorted  him  to  the 
caftle,  where,  in  the  midft  of  an 
innumerable  concourfe  of  people 
of  ail  ranks,  forming  a  line  to  the 
entrance  of  the  imperial  palace, 
his  holinefs  arrived  at  half  paft 
three  in  the  afternoon 
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the  grand  apartment  to  the  orato¬ 
ry  of  the  chapel  of  the  chamber, 
where,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  court,  cie  Deum  was  per¬ 
formed  bv  way  of  thankftnvinr, 
for  the  happy  arrival  of  his  hoit- 
nefs,  the  hail  being  expo  fed.  Af¬ 
ter  pravers  ill e  pope  retired  to  his 
apartment,  where  the  Archduke 
Maximilian  repaired  in  the  even* 

ing. 
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ing,  and  a  little  after  his  eminence 
the  Cardinal  Barzan,  who  arriv¬ 
ed  frcin  Rome  the  fame  day,  had 
an  audience  of  his  hoiinefs. 

'I  his  day  the  Rt.  Rev.  the  Ld. 
Bp.  of  Lincoln,  brother  to  the  lord 
chancellor,  was  indalled  Dean  of 
St.  Paul’s. 

•  The  Da ni(h  envoy  ex- 
**  *  tiaordinary  at  the  Britilh 

court  has  demanded,  on  the  part 
of  the  king  his  matter,  firit,  The 
reftoration  of  the  Damili  fhips 
taken  at  St.  Eudatius  ;  and  Se¬ 
condly,  The  merchant  fhips 
whicti  Capt  Schioning  was  con- 
Aoying  to  the  Antilles,  and  which 
he  permitted  fome  Englilh  priva¬ 
teers  to  make  prizes  of  without 
the  lead  refinance — This  demand, 
it  is  thought,  will  not  be  Ipeediiy 
adjufted. 

Died,  Lately,  at  Liftnn,  after 
a  long  and  painful  illnefs,  John 
Jennings,  Efq.  groom  of  the  Ded- 
chamber  to  hisR.  H.  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland,  grandfon  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Jennings,  and  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Clanrickarde. 

At  Bradford,  Wiitihire,  John 
Ides,  aged  ioj. 

At  Bath,  aged  90,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Palmer,  mother  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
of  Chapel-farm,  on  Landfdown. 
She  has  left  iffue,  children,  grand¬ 
children,  and  great  grand-chil¬ 
dren,  1  $6.  She  enjoyed  a  good 
ftate  of  health  tilt  within  a  few 
days  of  her  death. 


APRIL. 

'p.  This  day  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  flier iffs,  with 
their  ladies,  attended  by  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  hoipitals,  &c.  the  city 
lirirfhals,  and  children  belonging 


to  the  hofpitals,  went  in  the  ufual 
proceffion  from  the  manfion-houfe 
to  St.  Bride’s  Church,  where  an 
excellent  fermon  was  preached  by 
the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 

The  entertainment  and  ball  at 
the  mantion-houfe  this  evening, 
being  Eader  Monday,  was  the 
mod  fplendid  that  has  been  given 
by  the  chief  magiftrate  for  fome 
years  pad. — The  lord  chancellor, 
Dukes  of  Richmond,  Devonffiire, 
and  Mancheder  ;  the  Marquiffes 
of  Rockingham  and  Carmarthen  ; 
Lord  Howe,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke, 
Gen.  Conway,  Mr.  Townffiend, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  many  other 
didinguifhed  pei  ionages  were  pre¬ 
terit.  The  dinner  was  fumptuous 
in  the  extreme  ;  the  decorations 
and  confectionaries  were  remark¬ 
able  for  tade  and  noyelty.  The 
ball  was  the  mod  numerous  of  any 
for  fome  years ;  it  i  faid  that  not 
lefs  than  1600  perfor.s  were  pre- 
fent. 

,  This  morning  between  9 
3  '  and  10  o’clock,  fome  villains 
found  means  to  break  into  the 
apartments  belonging  to  Mr. 
Brooke,  Somertet-herald,  in  the 
college  of  arms,  and  in  the  fpace 
of  20  minutes  plundered  them  of 
plate,  linen,  wearing  apparel,  and 
other  moveables  to  a  confiderable 
amount,  with  which  they  got  clear 
off. 

Prince  de  Gallitzin  and  M.  de 
Markoff',  mini  iters  from  the  Em~ 
prefs  of  Ruffin,  prefented  a  me¬ 
morial  to  the  dates  general,  in 
conformity  to  the  mediation  lub- 
mitted  to  her  imperial  majedy,  for 
accelerating  a  hncere  reconcilia¬ 
tion  between  his  Britannic  ma¬ 
jedy  and  their  republic.  T o  this 
memorial  was  annexed  the  copy 
of  a  letter  addrefied  to  Monf.  Si- 

molin, 
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molin,  her  imperial  majefty’s  mi- 
nifter  at  the  Court  of  London,  by 
Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  of  ftate  to  his 
Britannic  majefty,  expreifive  of 
his  majefty’s  readinefs  to  enter  into 
a  negociation  with  their  high 
mightinelies  ;  and  to  give  imme¬ 
diate  orders  tor  an  armitfice,  it,  on 
their  fide,  the  lords  lfates  general 
judge  luch  a  meafuie  confonant  to 
the  end  propoted.  To  this  letter, 
however,  no  fatisfaCtory  anfwer 
has  been  given 

,  The  Vanfittart,  the  GJat- 
^  *  ton,  and  Ld.  Mansfield,  Eaft 
Indiamen,  arrived  at  their  moor¬ 
ings  in  the  river  Thames  from 
China. 

.  Rear  Admiral  Rofs  hoifted 
his  flag  on  board  the  Buffalo 
at  Portfmouth. 

-  ,  Rear  Admiral  Kempenfelt 
3  *  hoiited  his  flag  on  board  the 

Royal  Qeorge. 

,  A  court  of  common-coun- 
9  cil  was  held  at  Guildhall,  at 
which  a  motion  was  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  on  the 
late  change  in  acminiltration  ; 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  appoiuted  to  draw  it  up. 

A  motion  was  next  made  and 
feconded,  that  2000I.  be  applied 
in  giving  bounties  of  40s.  to  every 
able  feaman,  and  20s.  to  every 
ordinary  feaman,  who  fhall  volun¬ 
tarily  enter  into  his  majefty’s  na¬ 
vy  ;  but  the  inexpediency  of  this 
motion  being  clearly  demonftrated, 
the  fame  was  withdrawn. 

The  court  ordered  the  ufe  of  the 
new  common-council  room  (or 
any  other  part  of  the  Guildhall 
inofl  convenient)  to  the  cone- 
fponding  committee  appointed  at 
the  lafi  common-hall. 
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^  The  fix  following  gen¬ 
tlemen  were  cholen  Direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in 
the  room  of  fix  other  gentlemen 
who  went  out  by  rotation. 


Ch.  Boddam 

75* 

Henry  Fletcher  - 

706 

Jacob  Wilkinfon  - 

656 

St.  Huthington 

634 

W.  Devaynes 

491 

Nat.  Smith 

416 

The  following  were  chcfen  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Bank. 

Benjamin  Winthorp,  Efq.  and 
Mr.  Boddingron 

Coiues.  Admiral  Barrington  has 
made  a  figrial  from  the  Britan¬ 
nia,  for  all  the  fhips  to  un¬ 
moor,  which  they  are  now  per¬ 
forming,  though  the  wind  is  at 
the  S.  W.  and  therefore  will  pre¬ 
vent  their  failing.  The  fleet  at 
Spithead  confifts  of  19  fail  of  the 
line,  viz.  three  of  100  guns,  four 
of  90,  feven  of  74,  and  five  of  64 
guns  :  they  are  all  coppered,  and 
compleat  veffels  :  Admirals  Bar¬ 
rington  and  Kempenfelt  command 
them.  Befides  the  fliips  of  the 

line,  there  are  five  frigates,  with 
two  firefliips  and  tv'o  cutters. 
l  Adm.  Barrington,  with 

^  *  the  fleet  under  his  com¬ 

mand,  pafled  by  Torbay.  Wind 
at  E. 

Dublin  Cajlle.  The  Duke  of 
Portland,  who  embarked  at  Holy- 
head  1  aft  night,  arrived  fate  in 
this  harbour  this  morning.  His 
grace  was  received  at  landing  by 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  fhe 
riffs,  and  commons  of  the  city  of 
Dublin.  The  foot  forces  in  gar- 
rifon  'lined  the  ftreets  through 
which  his  grace,  attended  by  a 
fquadron  of  dragoons,  proceeded 
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to  the  caftle  ;  and  the  council 
having  met  at  three  o’clock,  his 
grace  was  introduced  in  form  to 
Lord  Carlifle,  who  received  him 
fitting  under  the  canopy  of  flare 
in  the  pre fence  chamber,  from 
whence  a  proceflion  was  made  to 
the  council  chamber,  where  his 
grace's  commiflion  was  read,  and 
the  oaths  adminifiered  to  him  :  al¬ 
ter  whic*h,  his  grace  having  re¬ 
ceived  the  fword  from  Lord  Car- 
1  i  tie  *  the  great  guns  in  his  ma- 
jelly’s  Phoenix  Park  were  fired, 
and  ''anlwered  by  the  regiments  on 
duty,  which  were'  drawn  up  in 
College-green.  Pi  is  grace  then 
repaired  to  the  prefence  chamber, 
where  he  rece.ved  the  compli¬ 
ments  of  the  nobility,  and  other 
p  crib  ns  of  diflj-n&ion. 

,  Thomas  and  George 
i7t'  *  Wefton,  brothers,  two  moil, 
notorious  villains,  who  for  fome 
years  have  defrauded  the  country 
by  various  artful  contrivances, 
fend  who  fume  time  ago  robbed 
the  Weflern  mail,  were  at  length 
apprehended,  and  committed  this 
day  to  feparate  prifors. 

f,  At  a  chapter  of  the  garter 
‘  ]-js  Royal  Highnefs  Prince 
W m.  Henry,  the  Dukes  of  Rich¬ 
mond  and  Devoniliire,  and  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  were  declared 
duly  elected,  and  the  three  fail 
in v e  1 1 ed  a c c o r d ingt v . 

'j  his  day  their  H.  M.  M.  the 
States  General,  by  the  unanimous 
co n feii  t  of  all  th e  m e m be r s  of  t  h e i r 
confederate  republic,  took  the 
memorable  re k> list  ion  of  acknow- 
,  lodging  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  of 
admitting  Mr.  Adams  in  quality  of 
isunifter. 

Arrived  at  Plymouth  ins  ma- 
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jelly’s  iliip  Artois,  with  the  Bel- 
iona  ;  Grand  Serpentine  ;  Due  de 
Chartres  y  Villa  Nova  ;  Fidelite  ; 
Lionefs  y  Superb  ;  and  two  others  y 
all  prizes  taken  by  Admiral  Bar¬ 
rington’s  lquadron,  laden  with 
troops,  military  llores,  cloathing, 
&c.  and  bound  to  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies. 

^  Lord  Carlifie  arrived  in 
*  ’  town  from  Ireland,  and 

immediately  waited  on  her  ma- 
jetly  at  -the  queen’s  palace, 
j.  ,  Arrived  at  Portfmduth 
the  Pegafus,  a  French  74, 
convoy  to  the  tranfports  bound  to 
the  Eaft  Indies  She  is  copper  bot¬ 
tomed,  and  was  taken  by  the 
Foudrcyant,  with  the  lots  of  only 
3  or  4  people  wounded,  of  whom 
the  Captain  (Jervis)  was  one. 

,  Adm.  Gldce.  Letters  from 
’ Vice  Admiral  Barrington 
confirm  the  capture  of  the  Pe¬ 
gafus,  and  four  of  the  French 
tranfports,  viz  La  Fidelite,  with 
178  troops  and  flores  on  board, 
La  Bellone,  147  ditto  y  La  Lionej 
i  >  o  ditto  y  and  Due  de  Chartres, 
flores  and  arms. 

Died,  At  Mr.  Keate’s,  bur¬ 
geon,  in  Pai  liament-idreet,  Edw. 
Chamberlayne,  Elq.  F.A.  S.  late¬ 
ly  appointed  one  of  the  joint  fe- 
c.reraries  to  the  treafury.  The 
melancholy  accident  winch  occa- 
tioned  this  gentleman’s  death,  took 
iis  rife  from  an  excefs  of  diffidence 
attending  his  recent  appointment. 
"1  he  day  on  which  the  fatal  acci¬ 
dent  happened,  he  was  vifited  by 
a  friend,  who  remonilrated  with 
him  on  the  abfurdity  of  the  appre- 
henfion  with  which  he  appeared 
to  be  actuated,  and  requefted  him 
to  go  with  him  into  the  Park, 
Where  they  would  difeufs  the  mat¬ 
ter 
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ter  at  their  Icifiure.  Mr.  Cham- 
berlayne  promifed  to  comply,  and 
pretended  to  g>  up  (lairs  for  his 
hat  and  cane,  but  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  to  throw  himfelf  out  of 
the  window,  in  luch  a  pofuion  as 
to  light  upon  his  head,  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  fracture  cd  which  he 
died.  He  was  one  of  the  belt 
fcbolars  of  the  age,  equally  profi¬ 
cient  in  erud'tion  and  talle,  at 
once  profound  in  liteiature,  and 
polite.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  man 
is  therefore  to  be  confide  red  as  a 
public  lofs. 


M  A  Y. 

^  The  v/eather  was  uncom¬ 
monly  fevere,  not  in  Eng¬ 
land  only,  but  aimoft  all  over  Eu¬ 
rope.  At  Vienna  the  fro  ft  con¬ 
tinued  fo  rigorous,  that  the  vines 
were  thought  to  be  materially 
hurt.  In  Italy  fuch  a  fall  of  fnow 
as  has  never  been  remembered. 
In  RutTia  many  thouiands  have 
perifhed  of  a  heknefs  owing  to  the 
rigour  ol  the  iealon.  In  Sweden 
men  and  cattle  have  perifhed  for 
want  of  food.  In  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland,  cattle  die,  or  are  kill¬ 
ed,  for  want  of  fodder.  In  ihort, 
the  feverity  of  the  weather  has 
been  generally  fel> 

Sir  James  Marriot  made 
the  report  of  five  pirates  un¬ 
der  fentence  of  death,  (among 
whom  was  Luke  Ryan)  to  hisma- 
jefty,  when  they  were  all  ordered 
tor  execution. 

,  A  proclamation  was  this 
^  *  day  iffued  for  granting  a  free 
pardon  to  all  fmugglers  and  others 
under  profecution,  or  liable  to  pro- 
fecution,  outlawry,  in  prifon,  or 
beyond  fea,  for  any  penalties  in- 
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curret!  by  the  illegal  practices  of 
clandestinely  running  prohibited 
or  uncuffomcd  goodsr  who  ihall, 
on  or  before  the  full  day  of  July 
next,  voluntarily  enter  themfelves 
as  labors  on  board  any  (hips  be- 
longing  to  the  royal  navy,  or  who 
ilia  if  procure  one  fit  and  ab!e  fea- 
man,  and  one  fit  and  able  land- 
man,  as  (iibflitutes  to  lerve  for 
him,  her,  or  them,  provided  the 
penalty  to  which  fuch  perions  are 
liable  docs  not  exceed  (he  fum  of 
500}.  thole  above,  and  under  2000I. 
to  find  two  fit  and  able  Teamen  and 
two  fit  and  able  landmen  ;  and 
thefe  above  2000I.  to  find  three 
fit  and  able  feamen,  and  three  fit 
and  able  landmen  ;  upon  which 
conditions  all  fpecified  offences  are 
to  be  forgiven.  Like-wife  his  111a- 
jelly's  pardon  to  all  deferters  who 
iliail  furrender  before  the  17th  of 
June. 

1  Nine  fail  of  Dutch  men 
^  of  war  of  the  line  put  to  lea 
from  the  1  exel  ;  but  on  the  :  itj 
moffof  tnefn  returned. 

Admiral  Kempenfelt  failed 
from  Spit  head,  with  7  (hips 
01  the  line  and  a  frigate  on  a 

*  '-J 

CiU-ze  to  the  weft  wai d. 

f  his  day  the  entry  on  the  Jour¬ 
nals  of  the  houfe  of  commons  of 
the  17th  of  February  1769,  uns¬ 
porting,  that  John  Wilkes,  Ekp 
was  judged  incapable  of  fitting  in 
that  houfe,”  was,  on  motion,  or¬ 
dered  to  be  expunged,  1 1  5  to  47. 
Lordi  Howe,  with  1  2  (Lips 
of  the  line  laded  from  Sr. 
Helens,  as  fuppofed  fo  watch  the 
motions  of  the  Dutch  fleet. 

Six  large  fhips,  as  convoy, 
thought  to  be  part  of  this  fleet, 
were  feen  on  the  12th  25  leagues 
off  Buchanefs  in  Scotland,  fleer¬ 
ing  N.  N.  E.  fuppofed  to  be  going 

north 
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north  about,  and  probably  bound 
to  India. 

oth  Geneva.  We  have  ac¬ 
counts  from  Turin,  that 
6000  French  troops,  and  4500 
Sardinians,  are  inarching  towards 
this  place  ;  the  latter  are  com¬ 
manded  by  Count  Ferfero  de  Ma- 
fimara,  who  is  to  aCt  as  command¬ 
er  in  chief,  and  is  charged  witn 
the  orders  of  both  courts.  This 
•officer  is  to  fummon  the  feditious 
to  re-eftablifh  order,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  iegiflative  plan  with 
which  he  is  charged.  If  any  re- 
iiilance  is  attempted,  no  truce 
will  be  granted.  If  the  plan  is 
agreed  to,  it  is  to  be  guaranteed 
by  the  two  powers  ;  and  as  our 
fortifications,  garrifon,  See  only 
ierve  to  /he! ter  the  feditious,  they 
are  to  be  annihilated 

1  At  the  rehearfal  of  the 
^  *  mufic  at  St.  Paui’s  previous 
Jo  the  feaft  of  the  Sons  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  the  collection  amounted  to 
*77!-  9s- 

This  day  the  four  pirates,  as 
they  are  deemed,  for  the  execution 
of  whom  an  order  came  down  on 
Saturday,  were  refpited  by  ano¬ 
ther  order. 

*•  .  At  the  anniverfary  meet- 

>  n*  ing  of  the  Sons  of  the  Cler¬ 
gy,  held  this  day,  the  collection  at 
church  amounted  to  2\ il.  is.  6d. 
At  the  hail  to  532I  ns.  which, 
with  17  7I.  9s.  as  above,  made 

the  whole  collection  for  the  pre- 
fent  year  951!.  is.  6J.  in  which 
Turn  is  included  50b  given  at  the 
hall  by  the  lord  chancellor. 

iSth  ^  proclamation  offering 

a  reward  ot  500I.  for  ap¬ 
prehending  Thomas  Lewen,  Efq. 
iate  fecretary  to  the  council  at 
Madrafe,  was  puhijihed  in  the 
London  Qazefre. 


This  evening  there  was  a  gene¬ 
ral  illumination  throughout  Lon¬ 
don  for  the  fuccefs  of  Admiral 
Rodney. 

The  Seffions  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
which  began  on  Wednefday,  end¬ 
ed,  when  three  convicts  received 
fentence  of  death.  At  this  feffions 
the  Weftons  were  brought  to  the 
bar,  but  the  witneffes,  (more  than 
ico)  not  being  got  together,  their 
trial  was  put  off  to  next  fefiions. 

Came  into  Torbay,  Adm.  Kem- 
penfelt’s  fleet  from  a  cruize. 

,  T  he  thanks  of  the  houfe 
10th.  c 

01  commons  were  unani- 
moufly  voted  to  bir  Geo.  Bridges 
Rodney,  for  his  gallant  and  fpi- 
rited  conduCt  on  the  12th  of  April 
laft. 

Alfo  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  Ad¬ 
miral  Drake,  Commodore  Affleck, 
Sir  Charles  Douglas,  and  the  reff 
of  the  captains  of  the  fleet. 

And  likewife  to  all  the  feameri 
and  marines,  to  be  communicated 
to  the  captains  of  their  refpe&iv* 
fhips. 

,  The  houfe  of  commons 

’  voted  a  monument  to  be 
ereCted  to  the  memory  of  Captain 
Bayne  of  the  Alfred,  Captain 
Blair  of  the  Anfon,  and  Captain 
Lord  Robert  Manners  of  the  Refo- 
lution,  who  giorioufly  tell  lighting 
for  their  country,  in  the  late  ac¬ 
tions  in  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the 
9th  and  izrhof  April. 

^  This  day  the  thanks  of 
' "  ’  the  houfe  of  peers  (verba¬ 
tim  with  thole  of  the  houfe  of 
commons)  were  voted  to  Sir  Geoa 
Brydges  Rodney,  and  the  other 
admirals,  captains,  feamen,  &c. 

,  Vienna.  There  happen ^ 
'  ed  on  the  15th  inflanr,  at 
the  village  cf  Dieuhepole,  on  the 
frontiers  of  Moravia,  a  ftorm 

which 
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which  entirely  deftroyed  53  houfes, 
forcing  them  into  the  river  Waag, 
with  furniture,1  cattle,  and  inha¬ 
bitants.  Thirteen  other  hcufes 
were  blown  down.  Only  13  dead 
bodies  have  been  yet  found,  the 
river  having  carried  off  the  reft. 
The  fame  day  the  whole  horizon 
of  Peft,  a  city  of  Hungary,  was  in 
violent  agitation ;  many  thou- 
fands  of  glafs  windows  were  brok¬ 
en,  trees  torn  up  by  the  roots, 
roofs  blown  off,  houtes  deftroyed 
and  fwept  away  for  the  moft  part, 
by  the  torrents  which  the  waters 
had  prodigioufly  fwelled.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the  laft  mentioned  calami¬ 
ty  only  one  child  of  12  years  of 
age  koft  its  life. 

Died,  Mr.  Daniel  Bernoulli! 
phyfician  and  profeflor  of  natural 
philofophy,  at  Bafil,  the  cele¬ 
brated  Swifs  philofopher. 

The  Right  Hon  James  Forte- 
fcue,  member  of  parliament  (or 
the  county  of  Louth,  in  Clare- 
ftreet,  Dublin. 

Richard  Wilfon,  Efq.  at  Clo- 
inen-du,  in  North-Wales,  one  of 
the  royal  academicians,  and  libra¬ 
rian  to  that  fociety. 


JUNE. 

1  The  Dutch  mails  of  yefter- 
*  *  day  announce  the  capture  of 
the  ifland  of  Providence  by  Don 
Galvez  3  the  force  employed  on 
this  bufinefs  confifted  of  1  5000  Spa- 
niib  troops  and  two  fliips  of  the 
line. 

Kate  laft  night  an  exprefs 
arrived  at  the  admiralty  from 
Portfmouth,  with  the  agreeable 
intelligence  of  the  Oftrich  cutter,, 
and  30  fail  of  veflels,  the  remain- 
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ing  part  ol  the  Charles-town  fteet, 
being  arrived  there  ;  the  ftiilors  on 
board  thefe  fhips  will  be  ol  great 
fervice  at  the  prefent  crifis. 
j-.l  The  difpatches  which  have 
'  '  been  received  at  the  Earl  of 

Shelburne’s  office  from  General 
Elliot,  brought  by  the  Cerberus 
frigate  from  Gibraltar,  contain 
the  agreeable  affurance  that  the 
garrifon  is  in  good  health,  but 
fpeak  very  feelingly  of  the  hard 
duty  which  the  troops  experience 
from  the  (mallnefs  of  their  num¬ 
ber,  and  the  immenfe  fortifica¬ 
tions  they  are  compelled  to  at¬ 
tend.  With  relpeCt  to  frefh.  pro- 
vifions,  the  governor  fays,  they 
are  well  lupplied  by  the  Barbary 
ftates  ;  but  they  are  purchafed  at 
fo  dear  a  rate,  that  the  private 
men  are  very  barely  furnillied  with 
them. 

Letters  by  the  Liftnn  mail  fay, 
that  a  diforder  (fimiiar  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  influenza)  prevails  over  that 
country,  with  which  all  ranks  of 
people  have  been  feverely  afflict¬ 
ed  3  and  that  the  crops  are  in 
great  backwardnefs,  owing  to  the 
fe verity  of  the  feafon. 

,  Sir  Richard  Bickerton, 

3  '  who  is  fuppofed  to  have 

arrived  at  St.  Helena  the  latter 
end  of  May  had  under  his  con- 
toy  the  following  Eaft  Indiamen, 
befides  three  ftorefhips  on  account 
of  government,  and  two  on  that 
of  the  Eaft  India  company; — For 
Coaft  and  China,  the  Calcutta, 
Captain  Thompfon  ;  Ceres,  Price  ; 
Earl  Talbot,  Taylor  ;  Ganges, 
Dempfter  j  Hawke,  Scott  ;  Kent, 
Stokes  ;  Major,  Arthur  ;  Morfe, 
Elliott  i  Alfred,  Brown ;  Nor¬ 
folk,  Benham  ;  and  Royal  Henry, 
Dundas  ;^For  Madrafs,  Bombay, 

[O]  and 
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and  Bengal,  Anne  and  Amelia, 
Popham  ;  Naffau,  Gore  5  Not 
tingham,  Curtis;  Warren  Hay¬ 
ings,  Larkings  ;  and  Worcefter, 
Cook.  The  Royal  Bifhop,  Captain 
Mayne,  was  the  only  fhip  for  Ben- 
eoolen. 

,  Accounts  are  received 
'  from  Breft,  that  the  epide¬ 
mic  diforder  reigns  there  with  fueh 
violence,  that  more  than  half  the 
hands  employed  in  the  king’s  arfe- 
nals  are  confined  to  their  beds. 
The  hofpitals  are  all  full,  and  the 
crews  of  the  men  of  war  uncom¬ 
monly  fickly. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin, 
June  15. 

<eBy  a  veiTel  (Captain  Tripe) 
hound  from  Halifax  to  London, 
put  into  Dingle  laft  Monday,  we 
learn,  that  three  frigates,  and  fe- 
ven  tranfports,  with  troops  on 
board,  had  arrived  at  Bofton  from 
Breft  the  23d  of  Aprilfaft.  The 
land  forces  were  computed  to  a- 
mount  to  200a effective  men.  Cap¬ 
tain  Tripe  alfo  mentions  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fuccefs  of  a  New  York 
privateer,  of  21  guns,  who  in  the 
eouife  of  three  weeks  had  captur¬ 
ed,  between  Rhode  Iftind  and 
Cape  Sable,  fourteen  American 
stnd  French  veffels,  and  probably 
would  have  taken  more,  but  for 
want  of  hands  to  man  them.  All 
the  prifoners  have  been  landed  at 
Halifax.” 

A  letter  from  Peterfburgh  fays, 
that  the  diforder  ftill  rages  in  ail 
the  north  parts  of  the  empire,  and 
numbers  die  of  it.  On  account 
of  which  ir  is  found  very  difficult 
to  recruit  the  army,  and  to  raife 
men  for  the  navy  ;  the  latter  of 
which  are  at  this  time  much 
wanted. 
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«  ,  A  moft  fevere  ftorm  of 
1  f  *  thunder  and  lightening 
ftruck  the  city  of  London  and  its 
fuburbs  with  terror.  It  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  luminous  phenome¬ 
non,  which  appeared  in  the  weft; 
in  the  form  of  a  fpear,  and  conti¬ 
nued  vifible  near  five  minutes,  and 
on  its  disappearing,  that  part  of 
-the  firmament  became  beautifully 
illuminated  with  an  immenfe  num¬ 
ber  of  rays,  projecting  from  a 
point,  and  fpreading  like  a  fan, 
till,  growing  fainter  and  fainter, 
they  wholly  difappeared.  Seen 
from  different  places,  it  affumed 
different  forms,  and  fome  repre- 
fent  it  as  a  vortex,  with  a  circular 
motion  of  infinite  velocity.  One 
of  the  heavieft  claps  of  the  thunder 
burft  over  a  houfe  in  the  Borough, 
and  forced  down  the  roof,  fplit 
the  fiack  of  chimneys  from  top  to 
bottom,  twilled  the  iron-work  of 
a  cafement  in  feveral  fhapes,  and 
lifted  the  door  of  an  upper  room 
off  the  hinges,  removing  it  to  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance.  A  water-fpout 
burft  near  Clapham  Common. 

Triefle.  The  emperor  has  with¬ 
in  fome  time  paft  fhewed  great 
marks  of  his  attention  to  this 
place,  by  advancing  four  millions 
of  florins  to  the  merchants  of  this 
town  for  the  increafe  of  their  com¬ 
merce,  not  only  in  Alia,  but  in, 
Africa,  and  alfo  in  America  ;  and 
has  alfo  promifed  them  every  fuc- 
cour  in  his  power  which  their  cir- 
cumftances  appear  to  require. 
With  fuch  a  protection  it  is  not 
aftoniftiing  that  this  place  has  in- 
creafed  fo  much  within  a  ftiort 
time  paft. 

,  This  day  judgment  was 
*  given  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  in  the  important  c  a  life  re¬ 
lative 
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lative  to  the  market  at  Warwick. 
"I  he  franehife  of  the  market  place, 
belonged  by  an  ancient  prefcrip- 
tion  to  Sir  John  Mofely,  and  the 
feveral  Halls  have  been  accuftomed 
to  be  rented  of  him.  A  perfon 
v/ho  had  no  right  nor  intereH  in 
the  market,  lately  eretted  fome 
Halls  and  fheds  on  his  own  free¬ 
hold,  adjoining  to  the  market, 
without  any  real  moleftation  to 
any  of  thofe  before  eredted.  Sir 
John  Mofely  brought  an  a<ftion  for 
a  nuifance,  in  order  to  try  his  ex- 
clufive  right  to  eredt  Halls  for 
vending  of  goods,  wares  and  mer¬ 
chandize,  in  that  marker.  The 
court  held  that  the  franchifes  of 
markets  and  of  fairs,  according  to 
the  common  law,  ought  not  to  be 
infringed  by  any  perfon  eredting 
Halls  for  merchandize,  even  upon 
their  own  freehold,  without  the 
confent  of  the  legal  Proprietors  of 
the  market  or  fair. 

,  At  a  court  of  common 
council  Mr.  Thorpe  fub- 
mitted  to  the  court  the  following 
motion,  which  was  feconded  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Townfend,  and 
carried  unanimoufly. 

Refolved,  That  the  freedom  of 
this  city  be  prefented,  in  a  gold 
box  of  one  hundred  guineas  va¬ 
lue,  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Hood,  rear  admiral  of  the  blue, 
as  a  teHimony  of  the  high  opinion 
which  the  members  of  this  court 
entertain  of  his  judicious,  brave, 
and  ab’e  exertions,  in  the  various 
engagements  with  the  enemy’s 
fleet  in  the  Wed  Indies. 

Mr.  Thorpe  then  moved,  that 
the  freedom  of  this  city  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  Admiral  Drake,  in  a 
gold  box  of  one  hundred  guineas 
value,  for  his  great  and  diHinguilb- 
ed  fervices  to  this  country  \  which 
was  alio  r^reed  to  iinanirnouflv. 

fc  ■* 


ft  Altana.  The  court  of 
Denmark  being  informed 
that  Sweden  has  admitted  the  King 
of  Prulfia  into  the  armed  Neutra¬ 
lity,  has  alfo  confented  to  his  ad- 
million. 

,  Verfnilles.  The  merchants 
^  '  and  traders  of  M  irfeilles,  in 
common  council  aifrmbled,  having 
voted  by  proclamation  1,2.00,000 
livres,  for  the  building  a  fhip  of 
1 10  guns,  and  300,000  more  to 
be  applied  towards  the  relief  of 
families  of  feamen  belonging 
to  that  city,  and  the  whole  coun¬ 
ty  ot  Provence,  who  may  have 
been  fufferers  by  the  prefent  war  $ 
their  deliberation  was  laid  before 
the  king  by  the  Marquis  de  Caf- 
tries,  when  his  tnajefty,  moved  at 
fo  fignal  a  mark  of  their  patrio- 
tifm,  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
accept  the  offer,  and  ordered  the 
Blip  to  be  called  from  the  cir- 
cumffance,  Le  Commerce  de  Mar- 
feilles. 

^  ,  Slavery  is  entirely  abo- 
2  1  *  liibed  in  Auftrian  Poland, 
and  joy  is  leen  in  every  peafant’s 
countenance,  for  that  he  can  now 
reap  the  fruit  of  his  labour,  un- 
oppreffed  by  a  tyrannical  lord. 

Died,  The  Prmcefs  Sophia, 
of  Mecklenburgh  Strelitz,  her  ml- 
jeffy’s  filler. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  Maria* 
Princefs  Dowager  of  Wirtemberg, 
daughter  of  the  late  Margrave  of 
Brandenburgh  Schwedt,  at  Berlin. 

Ii>  Park-ffreet,  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  Lloyd  Dulany,  Efq.  a 
gentleman  of  a  moff  refpe&able 
character,  and  a  large  property  in 
the  province  of  Maryland.  His 
death  is  faid  to  be  occaHoned  by  a 
wound  which  he  received  on  Tues¬ 
day  evening  laff,  in  a  duel  with 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  inHyde-park. 
The  fecond  of  the  former  wag 
[0]  2  - - 
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- Delancey,  Efq.  and  of  the 

latter,  Robert  Morris,  Efq.  He 
was  attended  by  Dr.  Millman, 
and  MeiTrs.  Pott  and  Adair. 

The  friagiftrates  of  Bow-ftreet 
having  advertifed  a  reward  of  ten 
guineas  each  for  the  apprehenfion 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  and  Robert 
Morris,  Efq;  they  were  in  confe- 
quence  apprehended,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Tothill-Fields  bridewell. 


JULY. 

.  This  morning,  about  eight 
o’clock,  live  felons  made  their 
efcape  out  of  Newgate,  amongft 
whom  were  the  two  Weftons.  They 
had  fawed  their  irons  off,  and,  as 
foon  as  the  turnkeys  unlocked  their 
rooms  they  ruilied  on  them,  and 
fired  two  piftols,  but  happily 
miffed  them  ;  they  then  took  the 
keys,  and  let  themfelves  out,  fome 
running  towards  Smithfield,  the 
Fleet,  and  Newgate-market.  One 
of  the  Weftons  was  taken  in  Cock- 
lane,  after  firing  another  piftol, 
and  Wounding  a  porter  on  the 
cheek,  the  other  in  Smithfield,  and 
the  other  two  in  Fleet-ftreet.-— 
They  were  brought  back  and 
ironed  to  the  floor.  One  Nicol- 
fon,  a  coiner,  made  his  efcape. 

.  Yefterday  was  tried  before 
^  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  and 
a  fpecial  jury  at  Guildhall,  the 
important  caufe  between  two  ca¬ 
pital  tradefmen,  refpeding  a  draft 
for  6ool.  on  a  late  banking-houfe, 
given  at  half  pall  one  on  the  day 
previous  to  the  ftoppage  of  pay¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiff  who  received 
the  draft,  and  who  bronchi  his 
action  to  recover  the  amount  from 
the  defendants  of  whom  he  re¬ 
ceived  it,  ftrongly  contended  that 
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the  former  verdid,  declaring  the 
lofs  to  fall  upon  the  plaintiff,  who 
ought  to  have  gone  the  fame  day, 
was  exprefsly  againft  law.  Mr. 
Wallace,  for  the  defendants,  faid, 
he  fhould  call  the  attention  of  the 
jury  to  the  particular  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  and  from  thence  they 
were  to  judge  whether  there  was 
not  a  reafonable  time  for  the 
plaintiff,  who  received  the  draft 
at  noon,  to  go  into  Lombard- ftreet 
before  five  o’clock,  and  take  the 
money.  He  did  not  mean  to 
fay,  that  a  draft  received  fo  late 
as  four  o’clock,  or  at  York,  was 
to  be  taken  the  fame  day,  but  he 
contended  the  queftion  lay  with 
the  jury,  whether  there  was  a 
reafonable  time.  Lord  Mansfield 
declared  it  was  a  queftion  of  great 
commercial  confequence,  and  fince 
the  laft  trial  he  found  it  had  been 
the  fubjed  of  much  talk  in  the 
city.  The  court  had  therefore 
taken  deliberation  on  it,  and  there 
was  not  a  cafe  in  print  or  manu- 
fcript,  which  had  not  been  fearched 
into ;  his  lordftiip  gave  his  opi¬ 
nion  the  fame  as  on  the  former 
trial,  that  the  next  morning  was  a 
reafonable  time.  But  the  jury 
gave  a  verdict  for  the  defendants. 

,  By  an  ad  juft  paft,  after 
u  the  firft  of  Auguft  next  en- 
fuing,  all  inland  bills  of  exchange, 
promiffory  notes,  or  other  notes, 
payable  otherwife  than  upon  de¬ 
mand,  of  any  fum  lefs  than  $ol. 
muft  be  drawn  upon  a  ftieet  or 
piece  of  paper,  charged  with  a 
ftamp  duty  of  3d.  And  all  bills 
or  notes  of  the  like  kind  of  50I. 
or  upwards  muft  be  drawn  upon  a 
ftieet  or  piece  of  paper,  charged 
with  a  ftamp  duty  of  6d. 

Any  bill  or  note  as  above,  not 
ftamped  agreeable  to  this  ad,  arid 
bearing  date  after  the  above  pe¬ 
ri  ncL 
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riod,  or  marked  or  ftamped  wiih 
a  lower  duty,  (hall  not  be  pleaded 
or  given  in  evidence  in  any  court, 
or  be  available  in  law  or  equity. 
And  any  perfon  counterfeiting  the 
above  (lamps  is  guilty  of  felony. 

Dover,  5th.  Yefterday  evening 
about  half  paid  nine  o’clock,  their 
Royal  HighnelTes  the  Duke  and 
duchels  ot  Glouceller  arrived  at 
the  (hip  inn,  where  they  fupped 
and  flept,  and  this  day  at  twelve 
o’clock  embarked  on  board  one  of 
the  paflage  yachts  for  Calais. 
Their  royal  highnelfes  were  fa- 
luted  by  the  cannon  at  the  caftle 
and  forts. 

This  day  Lord  John  Cavendifh 
refigned  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  as  like  wife  did 
Mr.  Fox  the  office  of  fecrelary  ot 
hate. 

Yefterday  the -Rev.  Mr. 

Allen  furrendered  himfelf  at 
the  feftions  houfe,  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  when  he  and  Robert  Mor¬ 
ris,  Efq.  were  indicted  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Lloyd  Dulany, 
Efq. — Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  in  his 
charge  to  the  jury,  obferved,  that 
the  cafe  before  them  confifted  of 
two  parts — law  and  fa£t  As  to 
the  law,  there  is  not,  nor  ever 
was  a  doubt,  that  where  two  per- 
fons  meet  together  deliberately  to 
fi  <ht  a  duel,  and  one  of  them  is 
killed,  the  other  is  guilty  of 
murder,  and  his  fecond  likewife. 
In  refpebl  to  the  fadts,  he  dated 
that  the  quarrel  aroie  from  a  cir- 
cumftance  of  three  years  (landing  ; 
a  paragraph  called  ‘  charadters  ot 
principal  men  in  rebellion,’  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  Morning  Poll,  June 
39,  1779,  referred  to  the  ill  and 
5 'li  of  July  the  fame  year,  and 
now  recognifed  by  the  prifoner 
4|len?  in  a  letter  proved  to  be  his 


hand-writing,  avowing  himfelf 
the  author  of  thofe  characters,  re¬ 
torting  the  charge  of  liar  and  af- 
lallin  upon  the  deceafed,  telling 
him  he  did  not  mean  to  difpute 
with,  but  to  ptinifh  him  ;  and  if 
he  (the  decealed)  harboured  any 
refentment,  or  defire  of  revenge, 
the  bearer  (Morris)  would  put  him 
in  the  way  of  putting  it  in  imme¬ 
diate  execution  ;  this  brought  on 
fundry  verbal  meftages,  and  at 
laft,  on  the  18th  ot  June,  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  Mr  Dulany,  Mr.  Delan- 
cey,  his  fecond,  and  Mr.  Morris, 
from  whence  they  went  to  a  Mr. 
Wogden’s  gun-maker,  to  get 
Mr.  Allen's  piftols  charged  ;  and 
about 'half  paft  nine  in  the  even¬ 
ing,  after  meafuring  eight  yards, 
difciiarged  each  their  piftols,  when 
the  deceafed  fell. 

Mr.  Delancey  faid,  that  Mr. 
Morris  repeatedly  urged  deferring 
the  duel  till  the  next  day.  One 
Lydia  Lepine  depofed  that  (he 
faw  the  prifoner  Allen  (hooting  at 
a  mark  in  a  field  near  Black- 
Friars- bridge,  with  piftols,  be¬ 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  on  the 
18th  of  j  une.  Her  mafter,  and 
his  fon  confirmed  the  (a£t,  but 
could  not  fwear  pofitively  to  the 
perfon.  His  loidlhip  concluded 
with  obferving,  that  a  m  (taken 
point  of  honour  was  not  to  biafs 
the  judges  and  the  jury  in  fuch  a 
cafe . 

The  jury  withdrew  about  20 
minutes,  and  brought  in  a  verd’.ft, 
Allen,  Guilty  of  Man-daughter  ; 
Morris,  not  Guilty. 

Mr.  Recorder  then,  after  a  pa¬ 
thetic  fpeech,  pronounced  fen- 
tence  on  Mr.  Allen,  of  is;  fine, 
and  to  be  imprifoned-  fix  months 
in  Newgate, 

Bamber  Gafco'gne,  fen  Efq. 

[O]  ^  and 
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and  two  ladies,  proved  an  alibi 
as  to  the  fhooting  at  a  mark  ; 
and  they  as  well  as  the  Lords 
Bateman,  Mountinorres,  and  feve- 
ral  other  perfons,  gave  Allen  an 
excellent  charabler.  Mr.  Morns 
brought  no  witnidfes; 

This  morning,  at  nine  o’clock, 
came  on  at  the  Seffions-houfe,  in 
the  Old  Bailey  the  trials  of 
George  anti  Joieph  Wefton,  for 
the  robbery  of  the  Briftol  mail,  in 
Jan.  1 7 bo  ;  when,  after  the  exami¬ 
nation  of  a  ntumoer  ot  witneffes, 
which  1  ailed  till  halfpaft  12  o’clock, 
nothing  appearing  to  prove  their 
guilt,  they  were  both  acquitted  of 
that  fa£t,  but  tried  immediately 
cm  another  indictment,  for  forg¬ 
ing  an  indorfement  in  the  name 
of  John  W  ood,  on  the  back  of  a 
bank  poll-bill,  and  putting  it  off 
at  the  Dun  Horte  in  the  Borough  ; 
but  nothing  appearing  alfo  to  cri¬ 
minate  Joteph  in  refpedt  to  this 
matter,  he  was  acquited,  and 
George  capitally  convidted.  Jo- 
feph  was  after  waids  tried  for 
iliooting  at  a  man  with  a  piftol,  in 
Cock-lane,  on  Tuefday  lad,  as  he 
was  making  his  efcape  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  trie  i  on  the  black  adt,  was  ca¬ 
pitally  con  v  idled. 

,  This  day  the  combined 
fleets  of  France  and  Spam 
were  feen  W.  S.  W .  from  the  Li¬ 
zard,  diftant  about  13  leagues. 

The  London  Gazette  of  this 
day  confirms  the  account  of  the 
furrender  of  the  Bahama  111  in  os, 
to  the  arms  of  Spain,  on  capitula¬ 
tion.  And  the  New  York  Gazette 
aliens,  that,  by  orders  from  the 
Court  oi  France,  the  French  flag 
has  been  hoifted  at  St.  Euflatius, 
in  place  of  that  of  the  United 
Provinces. 

The  king  his  been  pl^afed  to 


permit  Thomas  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  accept  the  honour  of  bearing 
the  P ruffian  eagle  as  a  mantle  to 
his  arms  ;  an  honour  conferred  on 
his  lordiliip  as  a  mark  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  Ma  jelly’s  remembrance  and 
efteem. 

Died,  on  Monday,  July  2,  af¬ 
ter  a  fhort  illnefs,  at  his  houie  at 
:Wimbleton,  the  moil  noble  Charles 
Wat fon  Wentworth,  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  Earl  oi  Malton,  Vif- 
count  Higham  of  Higham  Fen 
rars,  Baron  Rockingham  of  Rock¬ 
ingham,  Baron  of  Malton,  and  of 
Worth,  and  Harrowden  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  Earl  and  Baron  of  Mai- 
ton  in  Ireland. 

The  noble  Marquis  was  born  on 
the  14th  of  May,  1730.  He  took 
his  feat  in  the  Englifh  parliament 
on  the  deceafe  ot  his  father  Thomas 
the  firfl  Marquis  oi  Rockingham, 
on  the  22d  May,  1755  5  and  on 
July  9  following  was  conflituted 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  Cuilos  Ro- 
tulorum  of  the  North  and  Weft 
Ridings  of  the  county  of  York  by 
the  late  king,  to  whom  he  was 
one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Bed¬ 
chamber,  in  which  pofts  he  was 
continued  by  his  prefent  majefty, 
at  whole  coronation,  Sept.  22, 
17 61,  as  Deputy  to  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  (Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Workfop)  he  prefentcd  him  with 
a  right-hand  glove  before  his  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fipeptre  with  the  crols. 
from  the  Arch  hilltop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  afterwards  occalionally 
iupported  his  majefty’s  right  hand. 
His  lordfhip  alfo,  after  the  king 
was  enthroned,  and  whilft  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  homage  of  the  Peers 
Spiritual  and  Temporal,  held,  as 
Deputy  aforefaid,  the  faid  fceptre 
with  the  crofs,  and  which  hav¬ 
ing  re-delivered,  pronounced  the 
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words  of  the  homage  for  all  the 
Marquifles.  He  was  elected 
Knight  of  the  Garter,  with  Earl 
Temple,  on  February  4,  1760, 

and  inflated  May  6,  following. 

His  lordfhip,  in  1763,  rtfigned 
his  offices  of  lord  of  the  Bed¬ 
chamber,  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Cuftos  Rotulorum  of  the  aforefaid 
Ridings  of  Yoiklhire,  on  account 
of  the  fyftem  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  9 
but  he  was  appointed  Firft:  Lord 
of  the  Treafury,  in  the  room  of 
the  Right  Hon.  George  Grenville, 
on  July  20,  1765,  and  was  again 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
Weft  Riding  of  Yorkfhire,  &c. 
and  during  this  adminiftration, 
the  character iftic  of  which  was  the 
repeal  of  the  ftamp-a£t,  he  dis¬ 
played  ‘  fuch  found  principles, 
lurh  an  enlargement  of  mind,  luch 
clear  and  fegacious  fenfe,  and 
fuch  unfhaken  fortitude,  as  to 
bind  a  moft  extenfive  and  honour¬ 
able  parry  of  men,  by  an  inviolable 
attachment  to  him  from  that  time 
forward.’ 

The  intrigues  of  that  faction, 
which  were  then  in  oppofition, 
growing  violent,  the  Marquis  re- 
fgned  his  place  of  Firft  Lord  of 
the  Treafuiy,  on  Auguft  1,  17669 
and  during  the  whole  of  the  mini- 
ffcry  of  the  different  men  who  re- 
fuined  the  meafures  of  coercion, 
he  ndled  a  zealous  and  decifive 
part,  The  noble  Marquis  was, 
on  the  late  important  revolution, 
railed  again  to  the  place  of  Firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury  9  and,  to  the 
great  and  alarming  misfortune  of 
his  country,  they  are  thus  fud- 
deniy  deprived  of  his  fervices, 
when  their  confequence  and  value 
were  juit  beginning  to  be  felt. 

His  lordfhip  married,  on  Fe¬ 
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bruary  26,  1752,  Mary,  daughter 
and  heir  of  Thomas  Bright  of 
Badiworth,  in  com.  Ebor.  Elq. 
uncle  to  Lord  Ravenfworth,  but 
has  left  no  Blue. 

The  Marquis  of  Rockingham 
having  died  without  iflue,  the 
ti|le  becomes  extinft  :  the  Earl  of 
ritz william,  his  nephew,  who  is 
a  Lord  of  Parliament,  becomes 
heir  to  a  great  part  of  his  Iord- 
fliip’s  fortune  in  England  and 
Ireland. 

^  Lalt  Saturday  the  re- 
*  *  mains  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  after  lying  in  great 
and  folemn  date  at  York,  were 
interied  in  the  minder  with  his 
noble  anceilors.  The  concourfe 
of  the  principal  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  to  pay  the 
lad  tribute  of  -affedlion  to  his 
manes,  was  inimenfe  beyond  ex¬ 
ample.  The  great  bell  at  the  ca¬ 
thedral  tolled  every  minute  on 
Friday,  both  night  and  day. 

A  U  G  U  S  T . 

^  Advice  was  received  of  the 
fafe  arrival  of  the  fleet  from 
Jamaica,  under  convoy  of  Sir  Peter 
Parker  in  the  Sandwich  of  99 
guns,  in  which  fhip  came  the 
Count  de  Grade.  A  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  an  officer  on  board 
the  Namur  takes  notice  of  the 
narrow  efcape  of  that  fliip  by  the 
Merfey  Aore-fhip  taking  fire,  and 
then  falling  a-drift  among  the 
fie “i  in  Port-Royal  harbour,  all 
in  flames  9  flie  miraculoufly  pafled 
them  all  except  the  Namur,  which 
was  fo  entangled  with  her,  as  li¬ 
terally  to  finge  her  beard ;  her 
fails  and  rigging  were  on  fire,  and 

[OJ  4  every 


21 6]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  178s. 


every  boat  in  the  fleet  got  out  to 
fave  the  men,  when  by  cutting 
fhe  drove  clear, 

^  I  his  day  Sir  Henry  Flet¬ 
cher,  Bart,  was  chofen  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Eaft  India  company  in 
the  room  of  Robert  Gregory,  Efq. 
who,  to  the  regret  of  the  whole 
body  of  proprietors,  is  disquali¬ 
fied  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of 
health, 

Sth  Wednefdav  Count  de  Grafle 
5  *  with  his  fuite  landed  on  South 

Sea  Common,  Portfmouth,  where 
carriages  had  been  procured  by 
Vice  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
who  condu&ed  them  to  the  George, 
where  a  mo  ft  fumptuous  dinner 
had  been  procured  for  him  and  his 
fuite  by  Sir  Peter,  who  entertained 
him  and  his  officers  at  his  own  ex¬ 
pence,  until  the  Count  had  per- 
miflion  to  go  to  London,  which 
was  not  till  Friday  morning,  when 
he  fet  off  with  his  fuite,  attended 
by  the  admiral,  who  had  previ¬ 
ew  fly  fent  an  exprefs  to  the  George 
at  Godalmin  to  prepare  dinner 
and  beds,  and  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  they  puriued  their  route  to 
Mrs.  Nugent’s  (the  mother  of 
]Lady  Parker)  in  Queen*  fquare, 
Weftminfter,  where  they  arriyed 
about  three  o’clock,  from  whence 
Count  de  Grafle  walked  up  to  the 
Royal  Hotel  in  Pall-Mall. 

Count  de  Grafle  is  the  flrft 
commander  in  chief  of  a  French 
fleet  or  army,  who  has  been  pri¬ 
soner  ih  England  ftnee  the  reign 
of  Queen  Anne,  when  Marechal 
Tallard  was  taken  by  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  ponfined  to  the 
town  and  environs  of  Nottingham. 
Marechal  de  Belleifle,  indeed,  and 
fiL  brother  the  Chevalier,  were 
prifeners  v/ith  us  the  war,  before 
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laft,  and  were  confined  in  Wind- 
for  tower,  but  they  were  not  in 
command  when  taken  $  they  were 
merely  as  paftengers  travelling 
through  Hanover,  on  their  way, 
indeed,  to  take  a  command,  where 
they  flopped,  and  were  fent  pri- 
foners  to  England, 
z- .  The  two  pirates,  Ryan  and 
’’  M‘Carthy,  condemned  in 
March  laft,  and  who  have  been  in 
prifon  upwards  of  |,8  months, 
have  receiyed  his  majefty’s  pardon. 

I  About  four  in  the  aft-err 
y  *  *  noon,  a  gentleman  calling 
at  Mrs.  Fortefcue’s  at  Tottenham- 
green,  was  furpri^ed  on  knocking 
at  the  door,  to  find  no  admittance. 
Sufpedling  fomething  wrong,  he 
procured  a  peace-officer,  and 
forced  an  entrance  into  the  houfe, 
when  he  found  the  two  maids  tied, 
one  to  the  bedftead,  and  the  other 
to  another  bedftead  in  feparate 
rooms,  and  the  houfe  robbed  of 
plate  and  effects  to  the  value  of 
500I.  Mrs.  Fortefcue  and  her 
daughter  were  out  on  a  teai-viiit. 

I  This  day  came  on  at  Win- 
"chefter,  by  fpecial  comm  if- 
flon,  before  the  Hon.  Mr.  Juftice 
Heath,  the  trial  of  David  Eyrie, 
for  high  treafon,  for  holding  cor- 
relpondence  with  the  enemy.  The 
principal  witnefles  againft  him 
were, 

1.  Maria  Baryey,  who  having 
a  packet  of  papers  put  into  her 
care,  with  a  particular  charge,  had 
the  curipfity  to  look  into  the  con¬ 
tents,  and  finding  them  of  a  dan¬ 
gerous  nature,  as  ftie  thought, 
took  them  to  Mr.  Page  of  Weft- 
minfter,  who  carried  them  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate.  The  papers  were 
produced  ;  confiding  of  copies  of 
papers  called  the  ProgreJJes , 
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containing  lifts  of  the  navy,  with 
the  fituation  and  ftate  of  repair  of 
-each  ftiip.  Alio  a  plan  for  a  re¬ 
gular  courfe  of  intelligence,  and 
the  terms  on  which  fuch  intelli¬ 
gence  might  be  obtained  from 
every  public  office  and  every  pub¬ 
lic  dock-yard. 

2.  Mr.  Vowell,  ftationer,  of 
London,  to  whom  he  was  clerk, 
went  to  prove  his  hand- writing. 

3.  Capt.  James  proved  an  a- 
greement  writh  him  to  go  to  Bou¬ 
logne  for  wines,  at  1 5  guineas  a 
trip.  He  alio  produced  letters 
which  he  was  to  deliver  to  the 
commandant  of  the  port,  and  a 
paflport  from  Boulogne  to  Cher- 
bur.gb.  Thefe  contained  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  failing  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft. India  fleets,  and  of  other  im¬ 
portant  matters. 

He  had  little  to  fay  in -his  de¬ 
fence,  but  that  what  h!e  had  col¬ 
lected  w’as  no  more  than  was  daily 
to  be  gleaned  from  the  public  pa¬ 
pers,  and  that  his  intelligence  was 
directed  to  particular  friends,  who 
he  knew  would  make  no  ill  ufe  of 
it,  and  that  it  rather  led  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  and  to  miflead  them, 
than  to  give  any  true  infor¬ 
mation.  The  iudge  and  jury 
were,  however,  of  another  opi¬ 
nion,  and  found  him  guilty. — 
After  he  left  Mr.  Vowell,  he  went 
into  partnerfhip  in  the  meicantije 
line,  and  had  arrived  to  fuch  high 
credit,  as  once  to  put  up  for 
Member  for  Hindon.  He  after¬ 
wards  procured  a  place  in  the 
N^vy-office  at  Portfmouth,  which 
proved  his  ruin. 

.  Advice  was  received  at 
1 the  admiralty  of  the  fafe 
arrival  of  the  Leeward  Bland  fleet 
under  convoy  of  the  Prefton  and 
Roebuck  men  of  war, 
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<  .  About  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  moft  dreadful  fall  of 
rain  began  at  Dublin  and  its 
neighbourhood,  that  was  ever  re¬ 
membered  in  that  country.  It  con¬ 
tinued  for  fourteen  hours,  with  a 
violence  that  was  truly  alarming. 
The  diftreffos  of  the  inhabitants 
in  different  parts  of  Dublin  are 
beyond  defqription.  Ring’s-end 
bridge  was  borne  down  by  the 
flood. 

Letters  from  flolland,  of 
'this  day’s  date,  bring-  a  me- 
lancholy  account  of  the  effects 
of  the  cold  and  wet  weather, 
which  have  deftroyed  the  hopes 
conceived  of  a  plentiful  harveft 
all  along  the  coafts  of  the  Rhine. 

Ccmmod.  Hotham,  with 
2'u"  eight  fail  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates,  failed  from  Portf- 
mouth,  as  is  fuppoled  for  the 
North  Seas,  to  convoy  home  the 
Baltic  fleet. 

This  day  Mr.  Bofanquet  was 
chofen  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company,  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Gregory,  who  difqualified. 

,  This  night’s  London  Ga- 
^  '  zette,  in  an  article  from 

Conflantinople,  gives  a  moft  me¬ 
lancholy  account  of  the  ravages  of 
the  plague  in  that  city  and  its 
neighbourhood.  But  uhat  aggra¬ 
vates  that  calamity,  is  a  moft 
dreadful  fire  that  broke  out  there 
on  the  29th  of  July,  in  the  quarter 
called  the  Balatta,  moftly  inha¬ 
bited  by  Jews.  As  the  wind  was 
then  high,  the  flames  fpread  with 
fuch  rapidity,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  every  effort,  in  about  three 
hours  the  whole  city  was  threat¬ 
ened  with  deftru&ion.  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  paint  the  horrid  feene 
exhibited  by  this  alarming  confla¬ 
gration,  which  raged  with  equal 
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violence  for  about  1 5  hours,  and 
fpread  through  one  of  the  molt 
inhabited  parts  of  the  town.  The 
number  of  hou fes  deftroyed  is  com¬ 
puted  at  10,000,  befidcs  mofques, 
churches,  and  other  pubi  c  edi¬ 
fices — At  three  o’clock  P.  M.  the 
fire  which  had  appeared  nearly 
ext ingui died,  broke  out  anew,  in 
three  diftinft  places,  and  proceeded 
in  different  directions.  *1  he  wind, 
which  had  fallen,  became  again 
pretty  high,  and  the  greateft  ap- 
prehenfions  were  entertained  for 
the  fate  of  the  city.  The  Grand 
Signior,  Vizir,  and  all  the  Gran¬ 
dees,  attended  17  hours  to  en¬ 
courage  ihe  exertions  of  the  people 
to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  flames. 
Subfequent  advices  reduce  the 
number  of  houfes  burnt  to  9000. 

,  On  Thurfday  night  an 
^  "  exprefs  arrived  at  the  ad¬ 

miralty  office,  which  brought  the 
melancholy  news  of  the  lots  of  the 
Royal  George,  of  100  guns,  with 
the  greateft  part  of  her  crew.  The 
jhdp  was  careeniiig  at  Spithead, 
and  many  of  her  guns  being  re¬ 
moved  to  one  fide,  fonie  of  her 
upper  ports  being  open,  and  near 
the  water’s  edge,  a  iiidden  guft  of 
wi'ad  overfet  her,  and  fke  went  to 
the  bottom  with  about  400  of  her 
crew,  and,  it  is  fuppoled,  at  leaft 
as  many  women  and  children. 
The  captain  and  two  lieutenants, 
with  about  300  men,  are  laved, 
but  we  are  very  forry  to  learn, 
that  Adm,  Keinpenfelt  was  among 
the  number  of  thofe  that  periflied. 

Sheernefs,  which  for  ages  has 
fuffered  great  inconvenience  from 
want  of  water,  is  now  plentifully 
fypplied  from  a  fpring  which  v/as 
dilcovered  by  digging  a  well  at 
the  inflance  of  the  garrilon.  After 
ieveral  days  labour,  they  came  to 
a  rocky  bottom,  which  was  no 


fooner  broken  through,  than  the 
water  flowed  in  fo  plentifully,  that 
the  workmen  were  with  difficulty 
faved. 

Died  fuddcnly,  at  Kingfgate, 
near  Margate,  aged  43,  Robert 
Child,  of  Ofterly  Park,  Middle- 
ftx,  Efq.  M.  P.  for  Wells.  By 
his  will,  we  hear,  he  has  given  all 
his  eftates,  both  real  and  perfonal, 
to  Mrs.  Child,  Mr.  Lovelace,  Mr. 
Dent,  Mr.  Church,  and  Mr.  Key- 
fall,  his  partners,  in  truft,  for  the 
purpofe  of  paying  all  his  partner¬ 
ship  debts,  and  for  Garying  on  the 
bufinefs  as  ufual  at  the  houfe  at 
Temple-bar,  and  has  made  them 
executors.  He  iia;s  alfo  left  Mrs. 
Child  6000I.  a  year,  2000I.  a  year 
to  Lady  Weftmoreland,  his  only 
child,  and  1 2,000! .  to  each  of  her 
ladyfhip’s  younger  children  down 
to  the  twelfth,  except  the  fecond, 
to  whom  he  has  left  the  refidue  of 
his  fortune,  which,  it  is  imagined, 
will  be  nearly  equal  to  that  parti¬ 
cularly  devifed.  He  hath  died 
worth  15,000k  per  annum  in  land¬ 
ed  property,  exclusive  of  his  feat 
at  Ofterly  Park,  which  is  deemed 
the  mod  fuperb  and  elegant  thing 
of  its  kind  in  England,  His  ibare 
of  the  profits  in  the  banking  bull- 
nefs  has  never  been  eftimated  at 
lets  for  fome  years,  than  30,000k 
per  annum,  which  immenfe  addi¬ 
tion  he  pofftfled  alfo  the  right  of 
bequeathing  in  common  with  his 
other  property. 


SEPTEMBER. 

2d.  „  T!le  Par!  i ament,  which 

flood  prorogued  to  the  3d 
inftant,  was  further  prorogued  to 
October  10. 

rl  he  foundation  flone  of  a  new 
bridge  ofer  die  river  Peafe,  near 
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the  old  Camda,  Edinburgh,  was 
laid.  The  centre  arch  Is  to  be 
i  2)  feet  in  height. 

.  Capt.  1  horrbornugh,  late 
^  '  commander  of  his  majefty’s 

frigate  Le  Blonde,  arrived  in  town 
with  an  account  of  the  lofs  of  that 
Ihip.  He  had  been  cruizing  for 
fome  time  off  Bofion  for  the  only 
iliip  of  war  the  congrefs  are  in 
poffeflion  of  j  inltean  of  which  he 
had  taken  a  large  vcffel,  mounting 
22  guns,  laden  with  mails  and 
llores  for  the  French  fleet,  and 
was  towing  her  into  port,  when, 
unfortunately,  the  Blonde  ftruck 
upon  fome  rocks,  and  was  entire¬ 
ly  loft.  The  prize,  fearing  the 
lame  fate,  purfued  her  courfe, 
and  is  fa fe  arrived  at  Halifax. — - 
By  means  of  a  raft,  the  crew  of 
the  Blonde  got  to  a  barren  unin¬ 
habited  ifland,  where  they  conti¬ 
nued  two  days  in  the  mmoft  di- 
ftrefs,  when  providentially  they 
were  feen  and  taken  off  by  two 
American  cruifers,  who  landed 
them  near  New  York,  ingratitude 
to  Capt.  Thornborough,  for  the 
generous  and  humane  treatment 
he  had  fhewn  to  the  prifoners  he 
had  on  board  when  he  m.t  with 
the  unhappy  difafter,  When  he 
left  New  York  tiiere  were  twelve 
American  privateers  cruiiing  there 
to  intercept  the  trade. 

,  vVas  executed  at  Hereford 

'  '  gallows,  one  John  Webb, 

for  having  plundered  a  Venetian 
veffel  driven  on  fhore  on  the  coaft 
of  Glamorgan  {hire  by  d  iftre fs, 
fome  time  in  November  la  ft  — 
This,  it  is  hoped,  will  put  a  Anal 
ftop  to  that  inhuman  practice  of 
plundering  flops  wrecked  upon 
the  coaft. 

j  A  court-  martial  was  held 
'  ’  on  board  the  Warfpitc,  at 
Portfmouth,  on  Capt.  Vv aghorne, 


for  the  lofs  of  the  Rmya!  George, 
when  be  was  honourably  acquitted. 
A  carpenter  on  board,  who  e leaped, 
declared,  that  the  fhip  went  down 
fo  fuddenly,  that  he  had  only  time 
to  tell  his  brother  that  the  was 
finking.  It  alfo  appeared  that  flie 
was  io  old  and  rotten,  that  when 
a  plank  ftarted  not  a  peg  would 
hold  together. 

The  lame  day  the  body  of  Mr. 
Saunders,  the  -fir  ft  lieutenant  was 
taken  up  under  the  ftern  of  the 
Montagu  Indiaman,  at  the  Mo- 
therbank.  His  gold  watch  was 
in  his  fob,  and  5I.  15s.  6d.  in  his 
pocket, 

Portjmbuth ,  11th.  This  morning 
failed  the  following  fthps,  viz. 

Ships  Guns.  Commanders. 

Victory 
Britannia 


100 


f  Adm.Ld. 
C  Capt.G.E 


Queen 

Atlas 


Howe 

pr.ti.  Duncan 

s  Ad.  Barrington 

100  i  Capt.  Hill 

g  (  Adm.  Hood 

*  \  Capt.  Dornet 

98  Capt.Vandeput 

PrincefsRoyal  98  Capt,  Falconer 

n  C  Adm.  Mi! bank 

Ocean  90  <  u. 

J  ( Capt.  Bigar 

Blenheim  go  Capt.  Duncan 

Union  90  Cap^DalrympIe 

Pnncefs  Amelia  84 

T  tv^apt.  Reynolds 
Cambridge  84 
Royal  Will  iam  84 
Foudroyant  84 
Alexander 
Bellona 
Berwick 
Courageux 
Edgmont  74 

’Edgar 

O 

Fortitude  74 

Ganges 
Goliah 
Suffolk 

Vengeance  74 

Afu 


84 

1  84 

Stewart 

Allen 

84 

lervis 

74 

Longford 

74 

Onflow 

74 

Phipps 

74 

Mu!  grave 

74 

„  s 

Fergufon 
’  Com .  Hotham 

74 1 

_  Capt.  Cayley 

74 

Keppel 

74 

Fielding 

74 

Parker 

74 

Horne 

74 

Mon  tray 

> 

Blyth 

Bien- 
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Beinfaifant 

64 

Capt  Hov/arth 

to  him  in  council,  as  foon  as  pof- 

Crown 

64 

Reeves 

fible,  upon  fuch  caffs  as  (ball  ap¬ 

Polyphemus 

64 

Finch 

pear  to  you  to  call  for  immediate 

R 11  by 

64 

Collins  • 

puniftimenf. 

RaifonabSe 

64 

LdHervey 

T  have  it  like  wife  in  charge  to 

Samp  fon 

64 

Harvey 

acquaint  ybu,  that,  in  order  to 

Vigilant 

64 

Douglas 

deter  perfons  from  being  guilty 

Buffalo 

60 

Holloway 

of  fuch  afts  of  cruelty,  his  majefty 

Panther 

60 

S'monton 

has  determined  to  grant  no  pardon 

iBuftol 

50 

Burney 

or  refpite  to  any  perfon  convifted 

Minerva 

33 

Pakenham 

of  fuch  offences,  on  any  folicita- 

La  ton  a 

38 

Conway 

tion  whatever. 

Iv/lonheur 

36 

Finch 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 

Andromache 

34 

Byron 

great  regard,-  Sir,  your  mod:  obe¬ 

iTr 

recovery 

3  2 

Bertie 

dient  humbff  ffrvant, 

Diana 

3  z 

Calder 

T.  Townsend. 

Prefer  pine 

2  i 

Taylor 

Mr.  Recorder  of  London . 

1  eruiagant  24  Sterling 

Pluto  Tif  phone  audSpiifireh  e  ftdpso 

^  Capt.  Trollope,  com- 

mander  of  his  majeftv’s 

At  the  fa m 

e  time 

failed  the  trade 

t  J  Vi-  i.  1  C*  3  Ji  4,  p  w  a  l.  sJ  1  V_A  I  I  l/J  auui  ^  VJ-  v*  v,  Ui  ^  ivmuu  \  J  *(  5  l"!'  V  *'5  1  <4.  *  J  W  V.4  **  uu: 

ward  bound  Eaft  and  W eft- India  Plymouth  an  .  the  2d  inftanf,  to 
fleets,  and  Heart  of  Oak  armed  ;°lr'  r\M*s.vww-t 
iliip. 

On  board  of  the  grand  fleet, 
whigh  has  failed  for  the  relief 
of  Gibraltar,  there  are  fix  re- 


gpments,  which  are  to  aft  as  ma¬ 
rines  ;  the  2d,  215th,  29th,  6 1  it, 

6zd,  and  another  whole  number 
we  could  not  learn.  The  25th  and 
59th  are  intended  to  be  left  as  a 
reinforcement  to  the  garrifon  5  and 
,fhe  others,  it  is  thought,  will  be 
fent  with  the  naval  detachment, 
under  Alexander  Hood,  Efq.  to 
the  Weft  Indies. 

The  following  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Recorder  of  London, 
at  the  Seftions-houfe  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  from  the  Right  Hon.  Tho¬ 
mas  Townfend,  one  of  his  maj.er 
fly’s  principal  fecretaries  of  ftate  : 

Sir, 

I  have  the  king’s  commands  to 
fignify  to  you  his  pleafurp,  that,  time  pauft  difcover. 
confidering  the  great  number  of  This  morning  an  exprefs 

robberies  that  have  been  lately  ^  ‘  *  arrived  atthe  admiralty  with 
committed,  and  attended  with  aft*  the  agreeable  news  of  the  Baltic 
pf  great  cruelty  you  iliould  report  fleet,  confiding  of  340*  fail,  being 

faf- 


join  Commodore  Elliot,  fell  m 
with  and  captured  the  Hebe,  a 
French  frigate  of  40  guns,  28  of 
which  were  French  1 8-pounders. 
She  had  failed  from  St.  Maloes 
the  day  before  with  a  convoy  for 
Bred,  which,  during  the  chace, 
got  into  Morlaix,  She  was  com¬ 
manded  by  M.  de  Vigny,  of  the 
order  of  St.  Louis,  who  was  (light¬ 
ly  wounded  ;  their  fecond  captain 
and  4  men  killed,  their  wheel 
(hot  away,  and  foremaft  badly 
wounded,  which  was  the  only 
damage.  She  gave  only  on® 
broadfide,  and  (truck.  The  Rain- 
bow  had  only  one  mah  killed. 

.  An  exprefs  arrived  in 
’  /L>  town  with  advice  that  the 
Dutch  fleet,  confiding  of  ij  fail, 
14  of  which  were  two  deckers, 
failed  from  the  Texel  early  on  the 
15th;  but  what  their  objeft  is, 

» *  r 


CH  RONICLE. 


fate  arrived  off  Flamborough  head, 
under  convoy  of  two  or  three  fri¬ 
gates,  a  (loop,  and  a  cutter. 

,  On  the  2 ill  of  *Auguft, 
at  9  P.  M.  a  moff  dreadful 
fire  broke  out  at  Conftantinople. 
A  ftrong  N.  E.  wind  blowing,  the 
flames  lpread  with  tuch  rapidity 
that  there  was  no  approaching 
with  the  engines.  It  continued 
burning  till  the  24th  at  10  A.  M. 
T  he  feven  towers,  the  Janizary 
Aga’s  palace,  moll  of  the  fine 
buildings  and  mofques,  are  de- 
ftroyed,  and  full  one  half  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  The  hre  round  two 
large  mofques  was  fo  very  violent, 
that  fome  hundred  miferable  ob¬ 
jects  who  had  taken  refuge  there 
were  deftroyed.  Towards  the  fea 
the  flames  formed  a  femicircle, 
and  reached  on  each  fide  to  the 
water’s  edge,  when  doling  by  de¬ 
grees,  the  poor  fufferers  who  were 
within  the  circle,  from  its  vaft  ex¬ 
tent  unacquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumftance,  were  at  laft  driven  on 
each  other,  and  law  nothing  left 
but  the  fea  for  a  refuge ;  many 
flew  to  it,  and  thole  that  had 
ftrength,  and  were  fortunate  e- 
nough  to  be  where  it  was  fhal- 
low,  furvived  :  but  thole  who 
could  not  Hand  twelve  hours  in 
the  water,  expofed  to  the  waves 
on  one  fide,  and  the  fcorching 
heat  of  the  fire  on  the  other,  funk 
under  it,  were  firft  drowned  and 
then  burnt,  by  being  thrown  upon 
fliore.  Thofe  who  were  in  fitu- 
ations  that  were  deep,  were  moftly 
drowned — Some  poor  wretches 
had  fallened  themfelves  to  boards, 
in  hopes  of  floating,  but  the  waves 
throwing  them  on  lhore,  they  were 
burnt  to  death.  The  Grand  Vizir 
iv  date  depofed. 
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Dublirij  30.  The  following  gen- 
themen  have  each  undertaken  to 
raife  a  regiment  of  Fencibles  in 
Ireland,  for  the  defence  of  the 
country:  R.  Talbot,  Efq.  co. 
Dublin  ;  M.  Archdall,  Efq.  co. 
Fermanagh  ;  T.  Dawfon,  Elq.  co. 
Armagh  ;  W.  K.  French,  Efq.  co. 
Galway  ;  A.  Blennerhaflet,  Efq. 
co.  Kerry  5  Lord  Inchiquin,  co. 
Kerry.  Each  regiment  to  confift 
of  eight  companies,  to  be  raifed 
by  the  officers  without  levy-money 
allowed  them.  The  col.  to  raife 
100.  Lieut.  Col.  60.  Major  45. 

5  Captains  30  each.  1  Capt. 
Lieut.  20.  9  Lieutenants  13  each. 

6  Enfigns  7  each.  1  Chap.  1  Adj. 
1  Surgeon.  16  Serjeants.  16  Cor¬ 
porals.  16  Drummers.  2  Fifers. 
500  Privates.  In  all  557.  Govern¬ 
ment  to  provide  accoutrements,  and 
the  refpedtive  Colonels  to  aifigu 
the  off-reckonings  for  the  cloath- 
ing  in  the  ufual  manner.  Arms 
to  be  delivered  by  the  ordnance. 
From  the  day  of  their  being  re¬ 
ported  complete,  if  within  four 
months  from  the  day  of  their  beat¬ 
ing  orders,  they  are  to  be  put 
upon  the  effablifhment,  and  paid 
from  the  date  of  their  beating 
orders.  The  officers  to  keep  their 
refpedtive  quotas  complete  at  the 
price  of  their  commifiions. 

Died,  At  Dunkirk,  Catharine 
Daubenbulke,  a  native  of  Flan¬ 
ders,  aged  107  years,  3  months, 
and  16  days. 

At  Poplar,  Mrs.  Coles,  who 
dnring  the  lafl  war  fervt?d  onboard 
feveral  men  of  war  as  a  failor. 
After  her  difeharge,  upon  a  final l 
fortune  devolving  to  her,  fhe  re¬ 
fumed  the  female  chara&er,  and 
was  from  that  time  confidered  as 
a  very  polite  and  elegant  womac. 


OCTO- 


/ 
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OCTOBER. 

^  This  morning  arrived  at 
Plymouth,  the  London,  Capt. 
Obrien,  from  London,  for  Ja¬ 
maica,  with  king’s  ftores.  She 
parted  from  Lord  Howe’s  fleet  on 
the  28th  of  September  in  lat.  48: 
3S>  long.  *2:36,  being  fo  leaky 
fhe  could  not  purfue  her  voyage, 
owing  to  heavy  gales  and  contrary 
winds,  which  the  whole  fleet  had 
been  expo  fed  to  ever  fmce  they 
left  the  channel,  but  had  buffered 
im  material  damage. 

4  A  chapter  of  the  moft  noble 
**  order  ot  the  Garter  was  held 
for  invefting  the  molt  noble  Charles 
Duke  of  Rutland  with  the  eniigns 
ot  that  moft  noble  order. 

I  A  proclamation  was  this 
e  *  day  iffued  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament  on  the  26th  day  of  No¬ 
vember. 

,  The  firft  news  of  the  tre- 
^  *  mendous  gale  which  the  Ja¬ 
maica  fleet  with  their  convoy  met 
with  off  Newfoundland,  was  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  admiralty  office.— ■ 
Capt.  Cornwallis,  of  the  Canada 
man  of  war  of  74  guns,  who  ar¬ 
rived  at  Portfmouth  the  day  be¬ 
fore,  brought  the  account  of  the 
return  of  the  Ardent  of  64  guns, 
one  of  the  convoy,  to  Port  Royal 
in  Jamaica,  having  fprung  a  leak 
in  Blue  Fields?  that  the  Glorieux, 
with  five  merchantmen,  joined  the 
convoy  off  the  Grand  Camanas  ; 
and  that  off  the  Havanah  they  fell 
in  with  Admiral  Pigot,  who  was 
cruizing  in  order  to  intercept  Don 
Solano’s  fleet  from  Cape  Francois  ; 
and  who  had  taken  a  neft  of  Ame¬ 
rican  privateers  waiting  for  the 
fleet,  and  had  deftroyed  a  fort 
in  Man  fa.  fa  bay,  that  harboured 
them. 


Capt.  Moulton,  of  the  Truelove 
Jamaicaman,  who  arrived  at  Portf¬ 
mouth  about  the  fame  time,  gave 
a  ftill  more  deplorable  account  of 
the  effects  of  the  above  gale,  which 
continued  three  days,  and  in  which 
the  Rodney  was  feen  to  perifh  ? 
the  Truelove  had  feven  feet  water 
in  her  hold,  and  was  faved  only 
by  the  lightne fs  of  her  cargo, 
chiefly  fpirits.  The  gale  came 
on  the  1 6th  of  September.  On 
the  17th  35  fail  were  feen,  moft  of 
them  difmafted  or  water  logged. 
On  the  24th  the  Parnaffus,  Capr. 
Carr,  was  feen  captured  by  an 
American  privateer,  but  has  fmce 
been  retaken. 

An  account  of  the  damage  fuf* 
tained  by  the  convoy  to  the 
Jamaica  fleet ; 

Vi  He  de  Paris,  104  guns,  her 
mainfail  carried  away. 

Glorieux,  74,  loft  her  foremafts, 
bowfprit,  and  mizen  top  mail. 

Centaur,  74,  loft  all  her  malts. 

Ramelies,  74,  after  lofing  her 
mizen- mail,  main-mad,  and  fore 
top-maft,  went  to  the  bottom  5 
moft  of  the  crew  faved. 

Canada,  74,  loft  her  mizen- 
maft. 

Caton,  64,  went  to  America  ia 
diftrefs  before  the  gale,  and  the 
Palias,  to  attend  her. 

Ardent,  64,  fo  leaky,  that  die 
was  obliged  to  put  back  to  Port 
Royal,  from  Bluefields. 

Jafon,  64,  left  watering  at  Blue- 
fields  when  the  fleet  failed,  and 
was  feen  fome  time  after  near  the 
Canaries. 

o  r  The  privy  council  of  Ire¬ 
land  met  on  the  fubjedt  of 
the  emigrants  from  Geneva,  when 
it  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  re¬ 
commend  the  matter  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner  to  his  mate  ft  y,  who  has 
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fince  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
extend  the  royal  bounty  in  their 
favour,  by  a  grant  of  25^0001.  to 
defray  their  charges  in  removing, 
and  a  farther  fum  of  25,000!.  in 
aid  of  their  eftablifhment.  The 
Earl  of  Ely  has  offered  them  a  fet- 
tlement  in  Wexford  county ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Leinfter  has  made 
the  fame  offer  in  the  county  of 
Kildare. 

^  Accounts  from  Madras 
were  this  day  received  at 
St.  James's,  by  which  his  majeffy 
received  the  agreeable  news  of  the 
fafe  arrival  of  the  Sultan  and  Mag- 
nanime,  with  their  convoy,  on 
March  31  ;  and  that  the  French 
fleet  had  left  the  Coromandel 
coaft. 

Was  expofed  to  public  view, 
the  Cenotaph,  ere&ed  in  Guild¬ 
hall,  to  rhe  memory  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham.— -Elevated  on  a 
bafe,  fixed  to  a  rock,  the  Earl  of 
Chatham,  in  the  habit  of  a  Ro¬ 
man  fenator,  appears  gracefully 
looking  on  a  figure  reprefenting 
the  city  of  London  ;  his  left  hand 
diretts  the  helm  of  government, 
whilll  his  ri?ht  embraces  com- 
merce,  who,  charged  with  her 
proper  attributes,  is  moil  delight¬ 
fully  fmiling  on  her  kind  protestor, 
through  v/hofe  zeal,  aflifted  by  the 
four  quarters  of  the  world,  floe 
h  pouring  plenty  into  the  lap  of 
Britannia. 

The  city  in  her  mural  crown, 
with  a  look  of  gratitude,  is  ad- 
drefiing  her  noble  friend,  pointing 
the  while  to  Commerce;  at  her 
feet  are  placed  the  emblems  of  In¬ 
dustry,  and  on  her  right  hand 
thofe  of  Juflice  and  Power.  Upon 
the  plinth  is  engraved  the  fohow- 
ing  inlcription. 
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“  In  grateful  acknowledgment 
to  the  (upreme  Difpofer  of  events, 
who,  intending  to  advance  this 
nation  for  fuch  time  as  to  his  wif- 
dom  feemed  good,  to  a  high  pitch 
of  profperity  and  glory,  by  una¬ 
nimity  at  home — by  confidence  and 
reputation  abroad — by  alliance 
wifely  chofen  and  faithtully  ob- 
ferved — by  colonies  united  and 
protected — by  decifive  victories  by 
fea  and  land— by  conqueft  made 
by  arms,  and  generofity  in  every 
part  of  the  globe — and  by  com¬ 
merce,  for  the  fii'ft  time,  united 
with,  and  made  to  flourifh  by 
war — was  pleafed  to  raife  up,  as 
a  proper  inftrument  in  this  memo¬ 
rable  work, 

WILLIAM  PITT. 

“  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common  council,  mindful  of  the 
benefits  which  the  city  of  London 
received  in  her  ample  fihare  in  the 
general  profperity,  have  eredted, 
to  the  memory  of  this  eminent 
Hatefman  and  powerful  orator,  this 
monument  in  her  Guildhall,  that 
her  citizens  may  never  meet  for 
the  tranfadtion  of  their  affairs, 
without  being  reminded  that  the 
means  by  which  Providence  raifes 
a  nation  to  greatnefs,  are  the  vir¬ 
tues  infufed  into  great  men  ;  and 
that  to  withhold  from  thefe  vir¬ 
tues,  either  of  the  living  or  the 
dead  the  tribute  of  efteem  and 
veneration,  is  to  deny  to  them- 
felves  the  means  of  happinefs  and 
honour. 

“  This  diftingttifhed  perfon,  for 
the  fervice  rendered  to  the  Kin? 
George  II.  and  to  King  George 
HI.  was  created 
E  A  R  L  OF  C 1 1  A  T  H  A  M. 

“  The  Britifh  nation  honoured 
his  memory  with  a  public  funeral, 
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and  a  public  monument  amongft 
her  illuftricus  men  in  Weftminfter- 

abbeyT 

s  ,  Began  the  feffions  at  the 
s  tn.  oid-baily,  when  Thomas 
Edwards  was  tried  tor  healing  a 
guinea,  the  property  of  Chambers, 
Langfton  and  Hall,  to  whom  he 
was  cleark.  He  became  fufpedted, 
and  Mr.  Hall  marked  fome  gui¬ 
neas  in  the  prefence  of  a  confiden¬ 
tial  fervant,  and  put  them  into  a 
delk  to  which  the  prifoner  had  ac- 
cefs  j  one  of  which  Was  found 
upon  the  prifoner.  In  alleviation, 
he  pleaded  the  firft  offence,  and 
called  a  multitude  of  gentlemen 
to  his  character  5  on  whofe  recom¬ 
mendation  he  was  permitted  to 
enter  into  the  fervice  ol  the  Eaft 
India  company,  in  the  military 
line. 

,  Dr.  Richard  Watfon  was 

d  '  confecrated  in  Bow  Church 
Bifhop  of  Landaff,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Barrington  promoted  to  Sa- 
iifbury. 

The  fame  day  the  feffions  at 
the  Old-bailey,  which  began  on 
Wednefday,  ended,  when  nine 
convicts  received  fentence  of 
death. 

,  A  dm.  Office.  Rear-admiral 

*7  *7  ri  aj 

Digby  deiir'es  to  acquaint 
their  lordfliips  that  Capt,  Purvis, 
of  the  (loop  Due  de  Chartres  of 
if 6  guns  and  125  men,  had  cap¬ 
tured,  and  brought  into  New 
York,  the  Argle  of  22  guns  and 
1 36  men,  after  a  fharp  addon  of 
an  hour  ;  in  which  time  file  had 
her  firft  captain  with  12  men  kill¬ 
ed,  and  her  two  next  officers  with 
13  men  wounded.  The  due  de 
Chartres  did  not  Icle  a  man.  The 
Argle  had  difpatches  tor  the 
French  fleet. 


-  ,  Old  wheat  was  this  day 

^  3  *  fold  in  Derby  market  at  8s. 
9th.  a  bufliel,  and  malt  at  ys. 

O'L  Admiral  Pigot,  with  2a 

1  fail  of  the  line, '  arrived  at 
N  ew  York  from  the  Weft  Indies 
on  the  5th  of  September. 

The  Grand  Duke  and  Duchefs 
of  Ruffia  arrived  at  Berne  in  Swit¬ 
zerland  on  the  yth  ult.  as  did 
likewife  their  Royal  HighnefTes, 
the  Duke  and  Duchefs  of  Glou- 
cefter  with  their  fuite.  Thefi 
royal  travellers  went  together  to 
view  the  ice  mountains,  the  moft 
remarkable  natural  curiofities  in 
that  part  of  Europe. 

His  imperial  Majefty  of  Ger¬ 
many  has  limited  the  univerfities 
throughout  his  kingdom  to  fe- 
ven ;  at  Vienna,  at  Prague,  at 
Peft,  at  Lemberg,  at  Pavia,  at 
Louvain,  and  at  Loyburgh.  The 
eftablifhment  of  the  latter  is  on 
the  fame  footing  with  that  of  Got¬ 
tingen,  where  every  one  is  at  li¬ 
berty  to  think  with  freedom,  and 
to  publifh  his  thoughts  to  all  the 
world. 

Died,  At  Prefton,  near  HuU, 
Val.  Cateby,  who  attained  to  the 
great  age  of  116;  and  had  his  in¬ 
tellects  perfect  till  within  two  days 
of  his  diffolution,,  His  diet  for 
the  laft  20  years  was  milk  and 
bifeuit.  He  went  to  fea  in  his 
18th  year,  and  continued  a  failor 
36  years i  he  then  turned  farmer, 
which  occupation  he  followed  36 

vears. 

✓ 

11  ■  — ' 
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/).  Mr.  Seaton’s  prize  is  this 
year  adjudged  to  Spencer  Ma- 
dan,  M.  A.  of  I  rmity  College, 

Cam* 
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Cambridge,  for  his  poem  on  The 
Call  of  the  Gentiles. 

Yefterday  a  common  hall  was 
held  at  Guildhall  for  the  eledtion 
of  a  lord  mayor,  for  the  year  en- 
iuing  ;  when  the  recorder  inform¬ 
ed  the  livery,  that  they  were  call¬ 
ed  together  for  the  very  important 
bufinels  of  electing  a  chief  magi- 
ftrate,  in  the  room  of  a  worthy 
alderman  who  was  dilcharged  that 
office  on  account  of  his  bad  ftate  of 
health. 

The  names  of  the  aldermen  who 
had  ferved  the  office  of  fheriff  were 
feverally  put  up,  when  the  flieriffs 
declared  the  fhew  of  hands  to  be 
in  favour  of  the  Aldermen  Newn- 
hain  and  Clark,  and  reported  the 
fame  to  the  court  of  aldermen, 
then  fitting  in  the  council  cham¬ 
ber,  who  foon  after  returned  into 
the  hall,  when  the  recorder  de¬ 
clared  the  eledtion  to  have  fallen  on 
Nathaniel  Newnham,  Efq. 

Yefterday  a  court  of  proprietors 
was  held  at  the  India  Houfe,  from 
noon  till  fix  in  the  evening,  for 
the  purpofe  of  ballotting  on  the 
queftion  to  refcind  the  vote  of  the 
court  of  directors,  for  removing 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  from  the 
Government  of  Bengal,  &c. 

At  eight  o’clock,  the  fcrutineers 
made  their  report,  when  there  ap- 


peared  to  be 
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For  the  motion 

Againft 

75 

Majority 

„  353 

By  this,  the  refolution  of  the 
court  of  directors  is  voted  to  be 
refcinded. 


A  confirmation  was  receiv- 
3  *  ed  in  Holland  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Union  man  of  war,  a  new  fhip 
of  68  guns,  in  the  north  feas,  in 
which  every  foul  on  board  perifh- 
ed.  Count  de  Welderen,  eldeft 
Vol.  XXV. 
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fon  of  the  late  ambaflador  ot  that 
name  to  the  Corn  t  of  London,  who 
commanded  the  Union,  is  much 
lamented. 

The  firft  general  meeting 
of  the  patrons  of  the  charity 
fchools  throughout  Great  Britain 
was  held  at  St.  Paul’s  Coffee- 
houfe  in  St.  Paul’s  Church-yard, 
when  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Hailey  was  chofen  prefident ;  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Bagot  and  Sir 
Watkyn  Williams  Wynne,  vice- 
prefidents  ;  Wm.  VV right,  Efq. 
of  Soho-fquare,  treafurer  ;  Mr. 
John  Robinfon,  of  Bartlett’s  build¬ 
ings,  lecretary ;  and  Melf.  Bol- 
dero,  Barnfton,  and  Co.  bankers 
to  the  fociety. 

k  This  day  a  court  of  ge¬ 
neral  officers  met  at  the 
Horfe-guards,  in  obedience  to  a 
warrant  from  his  majefty,  to  try 
the  Hon.  Lieut.  General  Murray, 
late  Governor  of  Minorca,  on  fe- 
veral  charges  exhibited  againft  him 
by  Lieut.  General  Sir  William 
Draper,  Kt.  of  the  Bath,  late  de¬ 
puty-governor,  or  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fame  ifland. 

I  Arrived  at  Plymouth, 
^  *  being  part  of  Lord  Howe’s 
fquadron,  the  Egmont  74,  Bien- 
faifant  64,  and  the  Buffalo  of  60. 
The  accounts  brought  by  thefe 
fihips  are,  that  Lord  Howe  has  de¬ 
tached  for  the  Weft  Indies,  having 
firft  victualled  and  watered  them 
completely  from  the  fleet,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  men  of  war  : 

Ships.  Guns.  Commanders. 


Princefs  Amelia  80 

Union 

90 

Berwick 

74 

Bellona 

74 

Suffolk 

74 

Raifonable 

64 

Ruby 

64 

Polyphemus 

64 

Adm.SirR.  Hughes. 
Capt.  Reynolds. 
Capt.  Dalrymple. 
Phipps. 
Onflow. 

Sir  G.  Home. 
Lord  Harvey, 
Collins. 
Linch. 


The 
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The  Sampfon,  Crown,  and  Vi¬ 
gilant,  of  64  guns,  and  the  Mi¬ 
nerva  and  Andromache,  were  left 
cruifing  off  Lifbon  ;  and  the  Ocean 
of  90,  Admiral  Milbank,  with  the 
Foudroyant,  80,  Fortitude,  74, 
Dublin,  74,  Afia,  64,  and  Pan¬ 
ther,  60,  were  gone  to  Ireland  to 
victual  and  water.  They  are  finee 
arrived  at  St.  Helens. 

,  Letters  juft  received  from 

‘  Newfoundland,  give  a  very 
melancholy  relation  of  the  lofs  of 
the  Hettor  man  of  war  off  that 
ifland.  She  ha^  juft  had  an  engage¬ 
ment  with  tvyo  French  frigates, 
whom  flie  beat  off ;  but  a  ftorm 
coming  on  foon  after  the  adtion, 
flie  became  fo  leaky  that  it  was 
iinpoffible  to  keep  her  above  wa¬ 
ter.  Juft  as  the  crew  were  about 
to  leave  her  and  commit  them- 
felves  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves 
in  their  boats,  a  brig  came  in 
fight,  and  landed  as  many*  of 
them  as  were  able  to  come  on 
board  upon  the  abovementioned 
iftand,  but  in  a  miferable  condi¬ 
tion.  Among  them  was  Captain 
Bouchier,  who  is  fince  arrived  in 
Ireland,  being  feverely  wounded 
in  the  engagement,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  the  officer  pre¬ 
vented  her  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Capt.  Drury,  who 
was  paffenger  on  board,  is  now  in 
town,  and  confirms  the  melancho¬ 
ly  fituation  of  that  part  of  the 
crew  who  were  faved  (about  200 
in  number)  :  the  reft  went  to  the 
bottom  with  the  fhip. 

,  Lord  Howe  with  part  of 
1 5  the  fleet  under  his  com¬ 
mand  arrived  at  St.  Helens,  viz. 
The  Vidtoiy,  Britannia,  Atlas, 
Queen,  Princefs  Royal,  Blenheim., 
Cambridge,  Royal  William,  A- 
iexander,  Courageux,  Edgar, 
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Ganges,  Goliah,  Vengeance,  Pe- 
gafe  ;  and  the  Bombay,  Monfieur 
and  Diana  frigates. 

n  The  veffel  with  the  div- 
21  *  mg- be  11  came  into  Portf- 
mouth  harbour,  having  fifhed  up 
16  guns,  with  cordage,  &c.  be- 
belanging  to  the  Royal  George. 

This  day  Capt.  M‘Bride  was  at 
the  levee,  and  delivered  to  the  king 
returns  of  the  volunteer  feamen 
raifed  in  Ireland  for  the  royal 
navy. 

,  Yefterday  a  court  of  pro- 
2  5  '  prietois  was,  held  at  the 

Eaft  India  Houfe,  in  Leadenhall- 
ftreet,  purfuant  to  an  ad verti  le¬ 
nient  from  the  court  of  directors, 
when  the  following  motion  was 
made  .* 

“  Refolved,  That  it  appearing 
that  there  is  feme  deiign  to  difpute 
the  rights  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany  ;  and  it  being  found  from  the 
tenor  of  the  letters  that  have  paft 
between  his  majefty’s  fecretary  of 
ftate  and  the  directors,  that  fome- 
thing  inimical  to  the  privileges  of 
the  court  of  proprietors  is  intend-* 
ed,  a  committee  of  nine  proprie¬ 
tors  be  appointed  to  watch  over 
the  bufinels  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany,  as  it  may  be  agitated  in 
parliament ;  and  to  take  all  fuch 
legal  fteps  as  may  appear  neceffary 
to  prevent  thofe  much  feared  in¬ 
novations,  fubjeft  to  the  controul 
of  general  courts  ;  and  that  the 
dire&ors  be  inftrudted  not  to  fend 
out  to  India  the  over- land  exprefs 
that  had  been  intended.’" 

After  fame  defultory  conyerfa- 
tion  the  motion  was  reduced  merely 
to  the  appointment  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  of  nine  proprietors,  to  meet  at 
an  apartment  in  the  houfe,  any 
five  to  do  bufinefs  ;  and  then,  on  a 
motion,  the  court  adjourned. 
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Late  on  Friday  night  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  was  received  at  the  man- 
fion  iioufe  from  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend,  one  of  his 
majefty’s  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate  : 

Whitehall,  Nov.  22,  1782. 

T 0  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  London. 

My  Lord, 

His  majefty’s  minifters,  anxious 
to  prevent  as  early  as  poftible  the 
mifchiefs  too  commonly  refulting 
from  lpeculation  in  the  funds  dur¬ 
ing  the  uncertain  (late  of  negotia¬ 
tions  of  peace  between  the  powers 
at  war,  which  it  is  the  general 
honour  and  intereft  of  all  perlons 
to  avoid,  have  thought  it  their 
duty  to  afk  his  majefty’s  permiftion 
to  communicate  to  you,  that  the 
negociations  now  carrying  on  at 
Paris,  are  brought  fo  near  to  a 
crifis,  as  to  promife  a  decifive 
conclufion  either  for  peace  or  war 
before  the  meeting  of  parliament  ; 
which  will  on  that  account  be  pro¬ 
rogued  from  Tuefday  the  26th 
inti,  to  Thurfday  the  5th  of  De¬ 
cember  ;  and  I  have  his  majefty’s 
command  to  allure  you,  that  you 
will  receive  immediate  notice  of 
the  lame. 

(Signed) 

T.  T OWNSH  END. 

Died.  Charles  Lee,  Eiq.  a 
major-general  in  the  Polifh  fer- 
vice.  He  was  in  the  ferviceot  the 
American  States,  who  lufpended 
him  in  1778.  He  was  furprifed 
by  Col.  Harcourt,  1776  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  afterwards  exchanged,  was 
tried  by  order  ot  Congrefs,  and 
fufpended  for  one  year.  He  was 
brother  to  Wm.  Lee,  who  was 
Sheriff  of  London  in  1774>  an^ 
in  1775  chofen  Alderman  of  Aid- 
gate  Ward,  which  he  refigned  in 


1780,  having  retired  to  the  Con¬ 
tinent. 

In  America  (two  months  ago) 
Major  Gen.  Horatio  Gates  (the 
captor  of  General  Burgoyne),  his 
wife,  and  fon.' 

At  Rhuabon,  Denbighftiire,  the 
celebrared  Mr.  John  Parry,  gene¬ 
rally  known  by  the  appellation  of 
the  famous  blind  harper. 


DECEMBER. 

j  Saturday  being  St.  An- 

3  '  drew’s  day,  the  Royal  So¬ 

ciety  held  their  anniverlary  meet¬ 
ing  in  Somerfet  Place,  in  the 

Strand,  when  the  following  gen¬ 

tlemen  were  eleded  for  the  coun¬ 
cil. 

Of  the  Old  Council. 

Sir  jofeph  Banks,  Bart. 

Peter  Holford,  Efq. 

Edward  Hooper,  Efq. 

N.  Mafkelyne,  D.  D. 

P.  Henry  Maty,  M.  A. 

Lord  Mulgrave. 

Jofeph  Planta,  Efq. 

Sir  W.  Mufgrave,  Bart. 

R.  Saunders,  M.  D. 

W.  Watfon,  M.  D. 

Samuel  Wegg,  Efq. 

Of  the  New  Council. 

Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Efq. 

Sir  William  Chambers. 

Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

Right  Hon.  W.  Ellis. 

John  Frere,  Efq.  - 

Mr.  W.  Harrifon. 

Jofeph  Hoare,  D.  D. 

Cyril  Jacklon,  D.  D. 

Philip  Stephens,  Efq. 

Sir  Noah  Thomas. 

And  the  officers  were.  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  Bt.  prefident  ;  Paul  Henry 
Maty,  M.  A.  fecretary ;  Jofeph 
Planta,  Efq.  fecretary  ;  Samuel 
We?g,  Efq.  treafurer. 

[P\  2 
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,  In  the  late  action  in  the 
*  eaft,  the  French  had  a  weight 
of  metal  fuperior  to  our  fleet  by 
110  guns,  befides  the  affiftance  of 
near  3000  troops.  In  the  firft  ac¬ 
tion,  we  fought  them  five  to  eight  ; 
and  in  the  fecond,  ten  to  twelve  ; 
and  though  our  fhips  were  much 
difabled,  yet  the  Britiftv  flag  rode 
triumphant  in  both  actions.  The 
Superbe  had  upwards  of  500  fhot 
in  her  hull,  many  of  them  under 
water.  There  was  no  news  of 
Sir  Richard  Bickerton,  when  the 
Royal  Charlotte  left  India. 

^  ^  Yefterday  a  court  of 

2  *  common  council  was  held 

at  Guildhall,  at  which  were  pre- 
fent  the  right  hon.  the  lord  mayor, 
and  fixteen  aldermen. 

Mr.  Dornford  moved,  That  the 
refoiution  of  the  laft  court,  for 
converting  the  chapel  into  a  juf- 
tice’s  office  be  refcinded — but  the 
court  confirmed  the  refoiution. 

The  motion  for  fubfcribing  to 
build  a  fhip  of  war  was  ordered  to 
ftand  over  till  the  next  court  day. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried, 
♦hat  the  lord  mayor  and  fheriffs, 
inftead  of  collecting  charitable  be¬ 
nefactions  for  prifoners  at  Chrift- 
mas,  fhould  draw  upon  the  cham¬ 
ber  for  one  hundred  pounds. 

,  A  letter  from  Barbadoes, 
1  ^  dated  October  28th,  fays, 
“  that  the  Argo  frigate  has  lately 
taken  a  French  64  gun  fhip,  call¬ 
ed  the  ACtif,  armed  en  flute,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  brafs  cannon, 
mortars,  and  all  kind  of  artillery 
flores  from  Old  France,  bound  to 
Martinique  ;  fhe  had  alfo  on  board 
upwards  of  200  foldiers,  and  her 
own  lower  deck  guns  in  her  hold. 
The  Argo  had  like  to  have  cap¬ 
tured  a  frigate  alfo,  which  was  in 
company  with  her,  on  board  of 


which  was  the  Marquifs  de 
Bouille.” 

Laft  Tuefday  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  inftitution  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  a  general  aflembly  of 
the  academicians  was  held  at  the 
Royal  academy,  Somerfet  Place, 
when  the  officers  eleCted  for  the 
year  en  filing  were  Sir  Jofhua  Rey¬ 
nolds,  prefident. 

Council. — Edw.  Burch,  Charles 
Catton,  P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 
Jofeph  Nollckens,  James  Barry, 
George  Dance,  Jeremiah  Meyer, 
and  John  Richards,  Efqrs. 

V  iff  tors  — *  James  Bary,  J.  B. 
Cipriani,  P.  J.  De  Loutherbourg, 
Jeremiah  Meyer,  Rev.  Mr.  Peters, 
A.  Carlini,  Richard  Crofway, 
Jofeph  Wolleken,  and  Jofeph  Wil¬ 
ton,  Efqrs. 

This  day  fe’nnight  the  fub- 
fcription  for  a  national  Bank  ill 
Ireland,  was  opened  in  Dublin, 
and  filled  in  a  few  hours,  30,000!. 
more  than  was  wanted  was  offer¬ 
ed.  The  Bank  opens  for  bufinefs 
the  1  ft  of  next  June. 

01  Yefterday,  a  court  of  al- 
1  n‘  dermen  was  held  at  Guild¬ 
hall,  at  which  were  prefent  the 
right  hon.  the  lord  mayor,  and  17 
aldermen,  when  John  Hopkins, 
Efq.  was  fworn  in  Alderman  of 
Caftle  Baynard  Ward,  in  the  room 
of  Samuel  Plumbe,  Efq.  refigned. 
Alfo  the  recorder  and  common 
ferjeant  gave  in  their  opinions, 
that  alderman  Wooldridge  might 
be  removed,  for  the  reafons  given 
in  a  petition  againft  him,  and  he 
was  ordered  to  attend,  by  himfelf 
or  attorney,  the  21ft  of  January, 
to  fhew  caufe  why  he  fhould  not 
be  removed. 

This  day  arrived  a  mail  from 
New  Yoik,  brought  by  the  Swal¬ 
low  packet  boat  to  Falmouth.  She 
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failed  the  20th  of  November. 
Capt.  Afgill  came  home  paffenger 
on  board  the  above  packet. 

Wednefday  a  court  of 
proprietors  was  held  at  the 
Ead  India  Houle,  in  Leadenhall- 
llreet,  for  the  purpofe  of  declaring 
a  dividend  on  the  lad  half  year’s 
Itock,  when  it  was  fettled  at  81. 
per  cent,  for  the  half  year,  from 
JViidfummer  day  lad  to  Chriftmas. 

,  A  letter  from  Plymouth, 
3  ‘dated  December  20,  mentions 
the  arrival  of  the  Mediator,  of  44 
guns,  from  a  cruize,  and  has 
brought  in  a  fine  new  fhip,  called 
the  Menagere,  deeply  laden  with 
all  forts  of  naval  and  military 
llores,  amongd  which  are  100  tons 
of  gun- powder.  She  failed  trom 
Bourdeaux  with  five  others,  under 
convoy  of  two  French  frigates, 
and  an  American,  called  the  Alex¬ 
ander,  of  22  guns,  bound  to 
Port-au-Prince,  which  the  Me¬ 
diator  took.  The  Menagere  main¬ 
tained  a  running  fight  of  leveral 
hours  before  fihe  druck,  but  no 
confiderable  damage  on  either 
fide  ;  fihe  has  the  appearance  of  a 
very  beautiful  fillip,  and  looks  as 
long  as  any  fihip  in  the  navy  :  only 
her  upper-deck  guns  mounted  ; 
her  lower-deck  ports  are  marked 
out,  but  the  holes  not  yet  cut  ;  *ris 
thought  fihe  is  capable  of  mounting 
74.  guns.  The  Alexander  is  ar¬ 
rived  at  Portfmouth. 

Yederday  an  exprefs  arrived  at 
the  admiralty  from  Falmouth,  with 
advice  of  the  Queen  Charlotte  be¬ 
ing  arrived  there,  trom  Jamaica. 
She  failed  from  Port  Royal  the 
10th  of  November,  and  came 
through  the  windward  pafTage.  A 
tew  days  before  die  failed,  the 


London  man  of  war  of  90  guns. 
Captain  Kempthorn,  returned 
there  from  a  cruize  ;  during  which 
fihe  fell  in  with  a  French  man  of 
war,  ot  74  guns,  and  engaged  her 
for  near  two  hours,  when  fihe 
druck  ;  but,  unfortunately,  at 
that  period,  fihe  perceived  the 
London  had  received  confiderable 
damage,  and  was  unmanageable, 
and  therefore  took  the  advantage 
of  making  tail  and  got  off.  The 
London  had  upwards  of  70  men 
killed  and  \vounded,  and,  it  is 
faid,  was  very  much  injured  by 
the  French  fihip  running  foul  of 
her,  whild  they  were  engaging  ; 
but  we  are  happy  to  find,  that  the 
Torbay,  of  74  guns,  came  up  jud 
after  the  adtion,  and  immediately 
gave  chace  to  the  French  fillip, 
who,  by  endeavouring  to  efcape, 
run  on  filiore  near  Port  Dauphin, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola, 
where  it  was  fuppofed  fihe  would 
be  lod. 

Died,  Charles  Gray,  Efq.  of 
Colcheder,  F.R.  S.  and  a  Trus¬ 
tee  of  the  Britifih  Mufeum,  and 
member  for  that  borough  in  five 
parliaments. 


A  Comparative  Table  of  the  Popu¬ 
lation  oj  London  by  R.  Bland, 
M.  D.  from  vol.  lxxi.  of  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfa&ions. 

THIS  table,  which  is  found¬ 
ed  on  the  reports  of  the  Wed- 
minder  General  Difpenfary,  was 
made  with  a  view  to  fihew  the 
proportion  ot  natives  to  perfons 
born  in  the  different  counties  of 
England  and  Wales,  in  Scotland, 
Ireland,  or  foreign  countiies. 
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Of  3236  married  perfons, 

824  or  one-fourth  were  born  in  London. 

1870  or  four-fevenths  in  the  different  counties  of  England  and  Wales. 
209  or  1  in  15  in  Scotland. 

280  or  1  in  1  1  Ireland. 

5  3  or  1  in  60  were  foreigners. 

3236 

Of  the  above  number  the  males  and  females  were  in  the  following  pro¬ 
portions. 

Men.  Women. 

329  were  born  in  London,  and  495  or  166  more  than  men. 

952  ■'  in  different  counties,  917  or  35  fewer  than  men. 

135  -  *n  Scotland,  74  or  61  fewer  than  men. 

162  * -  in  Ireland,  119  or  43  fewer  than  men. 

40  .  were  foreigners,  13  or  27  fewer  than  men. 

1618  1618  166 


BIRTHS  for  the  year  1782. 

jan.  1.  The  Princefs  of  Pruflia, 
a  prince,  at  the  palace  of 
Potzdoin. 

1 1 .  Countefs  of  Winterton,  a 
daughter. 

28.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Henderfon,  Bt.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Feb.  3.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 
Pringle,  Bart,  a  fon. 

Lady  Francis  Sandys  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

19.  The  Lady  of  Charles  Lo-* 
rian  Smith,  Efq.  of  a 
fon  and  heir,  at  his 
houfe  in  Bury-ftreet. 

March 7. The  Lady  of  Lord  Stour- 
ton,  a  daughter. 

Lady  Carysfort,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

8,  The  Countefs  of  Strath¬ 
more,  a  fon. 

19.  Lady  Willoughby  of  Eref- 
by,  Lady  of  P,  Burrell, 


Elq.  a  fon  and  heir  to 
that  antient  title. 

Apr.  8.  Lady  Frankland,  Lady  of 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Bart,  a  nineteen  child. 
Same  day  Mrs.  Nicholas 
their  daughter,  a  thir¬ 
teenth  grandchild. 

1$.  Countefs  of  Tyrconnei,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

*6.  Her  majefty  the  Queen  of 
the  two  Sicilies,  of  a 
prince,  at  Naples. 

May  30.  Lady  jAithorpe,  of  a  fon 
and  heir,  at  hislordfhip’s 
houfe  in  St.  James’s 
place. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  John 
Smith,  Bart,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

June  17.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

Captain  Rodney,  fon  of 
Admiral  Lord  Rodney,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

23.  Her  Serene  Highnefs,  the 
Eleitrefs  of  Saxony,  of 

a  prin- 
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a  princefs,  at  Dres¬ 
den. 

29-  The  Lad}' of  Lord  Brown- 
low,  of  a  daughter. 

July  —  A  daughter  to  the  Lady  of 
Lord  Glandore,  in  Chan- 
dos-ftreet. 

— A  daughter  to  the  Lady  of 
LordDufhwood,  at  Strat¬ 
ford -place. 

16.  Lady  ot  Rt.  Hon.  Charles 
Townfliend,  a  daughter. 

28.  In  Ireland,  Lady  of  Right 
Hon.  Luke  Gardiner,  of 
a  fon  and  heir. 

Aug.— Lady  Pole,  wife  of  Sir 
John  William  Pole,  Bart, 
of  Shute,  Devon,  of  a 
fon  and  heir 

5.  Lady  of  Sir  William  AOi- 
hurll,  of  a  fon. 

12.  Lady  of  Sir  John  Borlafe 
Warren,  Bart,  of  a  fon 
and  heir. 

15.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Charles 
Turner,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

24.  Queen  of  Sweden,  of  a 
prince 

Sept.  2.  The  Countefs  of  Radnor, 
of  a  daughter. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Matthew 

White  Ridley,  Bart,  of 
Blagdan,  Northumber¬ 
land,  of  a  fon. 

5.  Lady  Kinnaird,  of  a  fon. 

7.  Her  Serene  Highnels  the 

Hereditary  Princels  of 
Baden  Durlach,  of  a  prin- 
cefs,  at  Carlfruche. 

12.  Lady  of  Sir  Hugh  Owen, 
Bart  a  fon  and  heir. 

15.  Lady  of  George  Drum¬ 

mond,  Efq.  of  a  fon. 

16.  Lady  Afhburton,  of  a  fon. 

Oct.  2.  Lady  of  the  Bifhop  of  Pe¬ 
terborough,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Tiinity-lodge. 
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23.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Robert 

Smith,  Bart,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Nov.  1.  Lady  Grantham,  a  fon. 

18.  Her  Excellency  Baroneis 
Kutzleben,  a  daughter. 
22.  Lady  of  Lord  Viicount 
Tumour,  a  daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  the  Plon.  Francis 

Talbot,  a  fon. 

Dec.  3.  Lady  St.  John,  a  daugh* 
ter. 

Lady  of  Lord  Macdonald, 
a  fon. 


MARRIAGES,  1782. 

Jan.  2$.  Earl  of  Lincoln,  to  Lady 
Anna  Maria  Stanhope. 
31.  Thomas  Scott, Efq.  mem¬ 
ber  for  Bridport,  to  Mrs. 
Nefbit,  widow  of  the  late 
Arn.  Nelbir,  Efq. 

Feb,  2.  Sir  Hyde  Pa\ker,  com¬ 
mander  of  his  majefty’s 
fhip  Goliah,  to  Mrs. 
Boteler,  only  daughter 
of  J.  P.  Boteler,  Ejq. 

7.  Charles  Collyer,  Efq.  to 
Mifs  Sarah  Maria  Pratt, 
daughter  of  Edw.  Pratt, 
E'q.  and  niece  to  Sir 
Edward  Aftley,  Bart. 

17.  Charles  Dundals,  Elq.  ot 
Lincoln’s  Inn,  member 
of  parliament  for  the 
county  of  Orkney,  to 
Mil's  Whitley,  ot  the 
Hill,  Richmond. 

26.  Lord  George  Cavendifh, 
brother  to  the  Duke  of 
Devonfhiie  to  Lady  Bet¬ 
ty  Compton,  foie  heirels 
to  the  late  Earl  of  Nor¬ 
thampton. 

[J3]  4 


March 
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March  9  Sir  John  Shaw,  of  El- 
tham,  in  Kent,  to  Mifs 
Monfon,  filler  to  Lord 
Mon  Ion. 

10  John  Robinfon,  Efq.  of 
Denfton-hall,  in  Suffolk, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Clive, 
eldelt  lifter  of  Lord 
Clive. 

29.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr  E- 
gerton,  Biftiop  of  Dur¬ 
ham,  to  Mil's  Bouchier* 
April  2  John  Smith,  Efq.  of 
Coomb-hales,  in  Somer- 
fetffiire,  to  Mifs  Mary 
Shirley,  daughter  of  the 
Hon  .  George  Shirley,  of 
Lower  Ellington,  in  W ar- 
wickftiire. 

8.  Sir  John  PapillonTwifdon, 

Bart,  to  Mils  Geary, 
daughter  of  Admiral 
Geary. 

9,  S.  Courtney,  Efq.  to  Mifs 

Conliffe,  eldelt  daughter 
of  the  late  Sir  Robert 
Conliffe,  Bart,  of  Chef- 
ter. 

15.  Edward  Dering,  Efq.  eld- 
eft  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
Dering,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Hale,  fourth  daugh¬ 
ter  or  William  Hale, 
Efq.  of  Kingfwald,  in 
Hertfordfliire. 

May  y.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Fortefcue, 
Ion  of  Lord  Fortefcue, 
to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Gren¬ 
ville,  lifter  to  Earl  Tern- 
pie. 

!2.  The  Hon.  Booth  Grey, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  and  member 
oi  parliament  for  Leices¬ 
ter  to  Mils  Mainwar- 
ing,  eldelt  daughter  of 
the  late  Charles  Main- 


waring,  Efq.  of  Brom- 
brow. 

15.  Sir  Henry  Hay  Mac- 
dougall,  of  Makerfton, 
Bart,  to  Mils  Isabella 
Douglas,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  James  Douglas, 
Knight,  admiral  of  the 
white. 

21.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant-ge¬ 
neral  Parker,  to  Lady 
Cottrel  Dormer. 

23.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Bouverie, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of 
Radnor,  to  Lady  Catha¬ 
rine  Murray,  eldelt 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Dunmcre. 

June  3*  C.  W.  Boughton  Roufe, 
Efq.  of  Route  Lench, 
in  Worcefterfhire,  and 
member  of  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  Eve- 
fham,  to  Mifs  Hall,  only 
daughter  of  Wm.  Pearce 
Hall,  Efq.  ofDownton, 
near  Ludlow  in  Shrop- 
fhire. 

6.  Munbee  Gelburn,  Efq.  of 

Portland-place,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Chetwynd, 
eldelt  daughter  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  Chet¬ 
wynd. 

7.  Sir  T.  Featherftonhaugh, 

Bart,  to  Mifs  Catherine 
Witney,  daughter  of 
Boleyn  Witney, 

— -  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Viff* 
count  Hinton,  fon  of 
Earl  Pauletr,  to  Mifs 
Pococke,  daughter  of 
Sir  George  Pococke, 
Knt.  of  the  Bath. 
tz.  Sir  John  Legard,  Bart,  of 
Gunton,  in  Yorklhire, 
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to  Mifs  Afton,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Henry  Af¬ 
ton,  Efq.  of  Afton,  in 
Chelhire  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  Anthony 
Hodges,  Efq.  of  Balney 
in  Oxfordfhire,  to  Mifs 
Anne  Afton,  her  lifter. 

July  3.  Sir  George  Shuckburgh, 

•  in  Warwicklhire,  to  Mils 
Darker,  daughter  of  John 
Darker,  Elq.  of  Gay- 
ton,  inNorthamptonfhire, 
and  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  Leicester. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Cavan,  to  Mifs  Gould, 
youngeft  daughter  of  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Knt.  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  court 
of  Common  Fleas. 

27.  Sir  Cecil  Bifhop,  of  Par¬ 
ham,  in  the  county  of 
Suftex,  Bart,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for 
Shoreham,to  Mifs  South- 
well. 

31.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Caftleftewart,  to  Mifs 
Sarah  Lill,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  Hon.  Godfrey 
Lill,  fecond  juftice  of 
the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  Ireland. 

Aug.  2.  Hugo  Meynell,  Efq.  to 
the  Hon.  Mifs  Ingram, 
daughter  of  Lady  Irwin. 

9.  John  Fownes  Luttrel,  Efq. 
of  Duncafter-caftle,  in 
Somerfetfhire,  member  of 
parliament  for  Minehead, 
to  MifsDrewe,  of  Grange, 
in  Devonfhire. 

15.  Lord  Vifcount  Maitland, 
fon  of  the  Earl  of  Lau¬ 
derdale,  to  Mifs  Todd, 
daughter  of  Anthony 
Todd,  Elq. 


N  I  C  L  E.  [233 

25.  The  Hon.  Philip  Yorke, 
nephew  to  the  Earl  of 
Hardwick,  to  Mils  Lind- 
fey,  daughter  of  Lady 
Balcarras. 

Sept.  15.  John  Baker,  Elq.  of 
Blake-hall,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  ot  Eftex,  to  Lady  St. 
Aubin,  widow  of  the 
late  Sir  John  St.  Aubin, 
of  Clowance,  in  Corn¬ 
wall,  Bart. 

—  The  Right  Hon.  Alexan¬ 
der  Lord  Loughborough, 
lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas,  to  Mils 
Courtenay,  one  of  the 
lifters  of  Lord  Vilcount 
Courtenay. 

061.  2.  Earl  of  Mexborough,  to 
Mils  Stephenfon. 

Lately.  Henry  Gratton,  Elq.  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for 
Charlemont  in  Ireland, 
to  Mifs  Fitzgerald. 

Nov,  23.  Sir  Skeffington  Smith, 
Bt.  of  Tynny-park,  Co. 
of  Wicklow,  member  of 
parliament  for  Mullin- 
*  gar  in  Ireland,  to  Mifs 
Dally,  only  filler  to 
Dennis  Dally,  Efq. 

Lately.  Rev.  Auriel  Drummond, 
fon  of  the  lateArchbifhop 
of  York,  and  nephew  to 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  to 
Mifs  De  Vifme,  daughter 
of  the  late  William  De 
Vifme,  Efq. 

Dec.  4.  The  Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr. 

Cadogan,  fecond  Ion  of 
Lord  Cadogan,  to  Mrs. 
Bradlhaw,  at  Chelfea. 

23.  At  Marybone,  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  Edward  Ben- 
tinck,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  to 
Mifs  Cumberland,  eld¬ 
eft 


1 
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eft  daughter  of  Richard 
Cumberland,  Efq. 


Principal  Promotions  for  the 

Tear  1782,  from  the  London 

Gazette,  &c. 

Jan.  5.  Lord  Vifcount  Dal- 
rymple  appointed  his  majefty’s 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the 
Ring  and  Republic  of  Poland. 

Feb.  I.  Lord  Vifcount  Bulke- 
ley,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Carnarvon. 

—  9.  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 
Germain  a  baron  and  vifcount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  titles  of 
Baron  Bolebrooke  in  the  county 
of  SufTex,  and  Vifcount  Sackville 
of  Drayton  in  the  county  of  North¬ 
ampton. 

—  Ii.  John  Duke  of  Dorfet 
fworn  of  his  majefty’s  moft  honour¬ 
able  privy  council. — Right  Hon. 
Welbore  Ellis  appointed  one  of 
his  majefty’s  principal  fecretaries 
of  ftate. 

—  2|.  A  conge  d’elire  palled 
the  great  feal,  empowering  the 
dean  and  chapter  of  Briftol  to  ele£t 
a  bifhop  of  that  fee,  with  a  letter 
recommending  the  Rev.  Lewis 
Bagot,  LL.  D.  Dean  of  Chrift 
Church,  Oxford. — Thomas  Thur- 
low,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  re¬ 
commended  to  be  chofen  Dean  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul, 
London. 

IV ar- Office,  March  26.  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Pi  ince  Frederick,  Bifhop 
of  Ofnabruck,  captain  and  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  2d  troop  of  horfe  gre¬ 
nadier  guards,  vice  Lord  Amherft. 

- —  27.  Right  Lion.  Charles 
Lord  Camden,  lord  prefident  of 
the  council.  — -  Right  Hon.  Lord 
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John  Cavendifh,  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  ■■■  Auguftus  Henry 
Duke  of  Grafton,  lord  privy  leal. 
—  Right  Hon.  William  Earl  of 
Shelburne,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  fecretaries  of 
ftate. 

—  30.  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  Lord  John  Cavendifh,  Lord 
Althorpe,  James  Grenville,  and 
Frederick  Montagu,  Eftjrs.  lords 
coimniflioners  of  the  treafury.— - 
Right  Flon.  Admiral  Auguftus 
Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart, 
Vice  Admiral  Hugh  Pigot,  Vif¬ 
count  Duncannon,  Hon.  John 
7  ownfhend,  Charles  Brett  and 
Richard  Hopkins,  Efquires,  lords 
commiffioners  of  the  admiralty.— 
Right  Hon.  Ilaac  Barre,  treaiurer 
of  the  navy.— Right  Hon.  Gene¬ 
ral  Conway,  commander  in  chief. 

- Charles  Duke  of  Richmond, 

mafter-general  of  the  ordinance.— 
Right  Hon,  Thomas  Townfhend, 
fecretary  at  war.— — Right  Hon. 
Edmund  Burke,  paymafter  gene¬ 
ral. — Earl  of  Jerfey,  mafter  of  the 
buck  bounds,— Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  lord  lieutenant  and  cufi- 
tos  rotulorum  of  the  Eaft  Riding 
of  Yorkfhire.— Earl  of  Pembroke, 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo¬ 
rum  of  Wilts. - Earl  Temple, 

lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulo¬ 
rum  of  Bucks. — Right  Hon.  John 
Dunning,  Baron  Afhburton.  — — 
Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
Lord  Grantley,  Baron  of  Marken- 
field.  —  Earl  of  Effingham  trea- 
furer,  and  Earl  of  Ludlow  comp¬ 
troller,  of  the  houfehold. 

April  6.  Flarry  Duke  of  Bol¬ 
ton,  governor  and  captain  of  the 
Ifle  of  Wight,  governor  and  con- 
ftable  of  Carifbrook  caftle,  and 
lord  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotu- 
loruin  of  the  county  of  Southamp¬ 
ton. 
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ton.- — Right  Hon.  Lord  de  Fer- 
rars,  captain  of  his  majefty’s  band 
of  gentlemen  penfioners.  —  Lord 
Rivers,  a  lord  of  his  majefty’s  bed¬ 
chamber. —  Right  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Hotham,  Biilrop  of  Oftbry,  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Clogher,  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  John  Garnet,  deceafed. 
—  Right  Rev.  Dr.  William  Beref- 
ford,  Bifhcp  of  Dromore,  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Oftbry,  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  J.  Hotham  tranftated. 

—  10.  William  Henry  Duke 
of  Portland,  lieutenant  general  and 
general  governor  of  Ireland. 

—  13.  Right  Hon.  Ear]  of 
Tankerville,  and  the  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Frederick  Carteret,  poft- 
mafter  general.  —  Right  Hon. 
Lord  A/h burton,  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter. 

• —  16.  Lieut.  Gen.  John  Bur- 
goyne,  commander  in  chief  in 
Ireland. 

—  20.  Charles  Turner,  Efq. 
of  Kirkleatham,  county  of  York, 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  Great 

Britain. - Lloyd  Kenyon,  Efq. 

attorney  general  ;  and  John  Lee, 
Efq.  folicitor  general  to  his  ma- 

jefty.  - - George  Hardinge,  Elq. 

folicitor  general  to  the  queen.— 
Rev.  Thomas  Percy,  D.  D.  to  the 
bifhoprick  of  Dromore  in  Ireland, 
vice  Dr.  Beresford,  tranflated.  •— 
Earl  of  Shannon,  Earl  of  Scarbo¬ 
rough,  and  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
George  Yonge,  Bart,  vice-trea- 
furers  of  Ireland.— Duke  of  Man- 
chefter  lord  chamberlain  ;  Charles 
Herbert,  Efq.  his  lecretary  —— 
Hon.  Edward  Fitzpatrick,  fecie- 
tary  to  the  Duke  of  Portland. 

—  23.  Sir  William  Howe,  K.B. 
lieutenant  general  of  the  oidnance, 
—Hon.  Thomas  Pelham,  mafic r- 
furvtyor  of  th«  ordnance. 


—  24.  George  Lord  de  Ferra ns, 
fworn  of  the  privy  council. — Ri¬ 
chard  Lord  Viicount  Howe,  of  the 
kingdom  ot  Ireland,  a  viicount  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  oi  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
Langar,  county  of  Nottingham  — 
Right  Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel,  a 
vifcount  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  Vifcount  Keppel,  of  El- 
veden,  county  of  Suffolk. 

May  4.  George  Lord  Vifcount 
Chewton,  vice-chamberlain  of  his 
majefty’s  houfehold,  fworn  of  the 
privy  council.  —  Thomas  Lord 
Vifcount  Weymouth,  groom  of 
his  majefty’s  ftole,  and  firft  gentle¬ 
man  ot  his  majefty’s  bed-chamber* 

— - Lieut.  Gen.  John  Burgoyne, 

commander  in  chief  of  his  maje- 
fty’s  forces  in  Ireland,  and  the 
Hon.  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  to  be  of  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  7.  Lieut.  Colonel  Thomas 
Pigot,  governor  of  the  city  of 
Cork. 

—  n .  Frederick  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  lord  fteward  of  his  majefty’s 
houfehold.— George  Earl  ot  DaJ- 
houfie,  his  majefty’s  high  commii- 
fioner  to  the  general  afiembly  of  the 
church  of  Scotland. — George  Duke 
of  Argyle,  colonel  of  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot  guards.— Lord  Adam 
Gordon,  1  ft  regiment  of  foot. 

—  25.  Earl  of  Eflex,  a  lord  of 
his  majefly’s  bed-chamber. 

—  28.  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  created  Baron  Rodney, 
of  Rodney-Stoke  in  Somerfet.  — 
Rear  Admiral  Francis  Samuel 
Drake,  and  Captain  Edmund  At- 
fieck,  baronets  bi  Great  Britain^ 

■ —  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  created  Baron 
Hood  of  Catherington,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 


I 


June 
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June  1.  George  James  Chol- 
fnondeley,  Eiq.  a  commiffioner  of 
excife,  vice  Henry  Legge,  Efq  — 
John  Byng,  Eiq.  commiffioner  of 
flamp  duties,  vice  Mr  Cholmon- 
deley. 

—  4.  The  following  gentle¬ 
men  created  baronets  of  Great 
Britain,  viz.  John  Brifco,  of  Crof- 
ton-Place,  countv  of  Cumberland, 
Elq.  Thomas  Huffey  Apreece,  of 
Wafhingley,  county  of  Elunting- 
tlon,  Eiq.  And  Rev.  Henry  Vane, 
D.  D  of  Long  Newton,  county  of 
Durham. 

• —  5.  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
fworn  of  the  privy  council. 

— .  1 1.  Douglas,  Duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton  and  Brandon,  fummoned 
to  parliament  by  writ,  as  a  peer 
of  England,  by  the  flile  of  Duke 
of  Brandon,  in  Suffolk. 

—  14.  Earl  of  Cholmondeley 
appointed  his  majetly’s  envoy  ex¬ 
traordinary  and  minifler  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  to  the  court  of  Berlin. 

—  18.  William  Duke  of  De- 
vonfhire,  lord  lieutenant  and  cuflos 
rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Derby, 

vice  Lord  George  Cavendifh.- - 

The  King  has  ordered  a  conge 
d’elire  to  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Llandaff,  for  electing  a  bifhop,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  S.  Barrington, 
tranflated  to  Salifbury,  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  Rev.  Richard  Wat  for, 
D.  D.  to  be  eledted  Bifliop  of 
Llandaff. 

July  2.  Right  Hon.  Walter 
Huffey  Burgh,  chief  baron  of  his 
maje fly’s  court  of  exchequer  in 
Ireland,  vice  Rt.  Hon.  Janies  Baron 
Trabton,  deceafed.  —  Barry  Yel- 
verton,  Efq.  his  majefly’s  attorney 
general  in  Ireland,  vice  Right 
Hon.  John  Scott  3  and  fworn  a  privy 
councilor. 


—  10.  Right  Elon.  William 
Pitt,  chancellor  and  under  trea- 
furer  of  the  exchequer,  fworn  of 
the  privy  council.  —  Right  Lion. 
Thomas  Townfliend,  one  of  his 
majelly’s  piincipal  fecretaries  of 
flate. — William  Earl  of  Shelburne 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  Right 
Hon.  William  Pitt,  James  Gren¬ 
ville,  Richard  Jackfon,  and  Ed¬ 
ward  James  *  Eliot,  Efqrs.  com- 
mifftoners  for  executing  the  office 
of  treafurer  of  his  majefly’s  ex¬ 
chequer, — -Auguflus  Vifcount 

Keppel,  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Bart. 
Admiral  Hugh  Pigot,  Cha.  Brett, 
Richard  Hopkins,  Hon.  John  Jef¬ 
feries  Pratt,  and  John  Aubrey, 
Efqrs.  commiffioners  for  executing 
the  office  of  lord  high  admiral  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  —  Sir  George 
Yonge,  Bart,  fecretary  at  war. 

—  17.  Right  Elon.  Thomas 
Lord  Grantham,  one  of  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  principal  fecretaries  of  (late. 

—  27.  Ifaac  Barre  receiver  and 
paymafter  general  of  his  majefly’s 
guards,  garrifons,  and  land  forces. 
— Hon.  Henry  Dundas,  trealurer 
of  his  ma jelly’s  navy. 

30.  Dr.  Jofeph  Dean  Bourke, 
Bifhop  of  Leighiin  and'  Ferns, 
tranflated  to  the  archbifhoprick  of 
Tuain,  with  the  united  bifhoprick 
of  Lnaghoden,  and  the  bifhoprick 
of  Ardagh,  in  commendam,  va¬ 
cant  by  the  death  of  the  Rev. 
Jemmet  Browne. “———Rev.  John 
Law,  D.  D.  (fon  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Carlifle)  promoted  to  the  united 
bifhopvicks  of  Leighiin  and  Ferns, 
vice  Dr.  Cope.- — Henry  Strachey, 
Elq.  M.  P.  for  Buhop’s  Caflle, 
under  fecretary  of  llate  in  the 
lourhern  department,  vice  Mr. 
Orde,  who  fucceeds  him  as  one 
of  the  fecretaries  of  the  treafury. 

Sept. 


C  H  R  O  N 

Sept.  3.  Hon.  Charles  Howard 
(commonly  called  Earl  ot  Surrey), 
approved  of  as  deputy  earl  mar  dial 
of  England. 

7.  Atchbifliop  of  Tuam,  and 
Earl  of  Clanricarde,  to  be  of  the 
privy  council  in  Ireland. — Pdch. 
Tully,  Efq.  appointed  his  ma- 
jefty’s  agent  and  conful-general 
at  Tripoli. 

31.  Sir  John  Stepney,  Bart, 
envoy  extraordinary  at  Berlin, 

Oft.  2.  Charles  Earl  of  Tanker- 
ville,  fworn  of  the  privy-council. 

8.  George  Rogers.  Elq;  one  of 
the  commiifi oners  of  his  majefty’s 
navy,  vice  Timothy  Brett,  Elq. 
—  The  following  gentlemen  are 
created  baronets  ot  Ireland,  viz. 
Sir  Boyle  Roche,  of  Fermov,  co. 
Corke,  Knt.  Rich.  Mufgrave,  of 
Turin,  co.  Waterford,  Elq;  Nich. 
Nugent,  of  Dyfert,  co.  Weft- 
meath,  Elq;  Fra.  Hutchinfon,  co. 
Wicklow,  Efq. 


DEATHS,  1782. 

Jan.  f  3.  The  Right  Hon.  John 
Lord  Sempill.  He  is  fucceeded 
in  title  and  eftate  by  the  Hon. 
Hugh  Sempill,  of  the  3d  regiment 
of  guards. 

22.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Tre¬ 
vor,  relift  of  John  Lord  Trevor, 
and  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Rich¬ 
ard  Steele,  Bart. 

24,  Sir  James  Harington,  Bart, 
nearly  allied  to  the  two  royal 
houfes  of  Scotland  and  Portugal. 

25.  At  his  apartments  in  Holy- 
rood-houfe,  Edinburgh,  aged  86, 
the  Right  Hon.  John  Campbell, 
Earl  of  Breadalbane  and  Glenor- 
chy,  Lord  Vice  Admiral  of  Scot- 
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land,  one  of  his  majefty’s  privy- 
council,  and  fenior  Knight  of  the 
Bath. 

Feb.  2.  The  F.ight  Hon.  Hugh 
Bolcawen,  Vilcount  Falmouth, 
captain  of  the  yeomen  of  the 
guard,  and  ranked  as  a  general 
in  the  army. 

7.  Suddenly,  the  Right  Hon; 
Lord  Colvill  of  Ochiltree. 

8.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral  Simon  Frafer,  colonel  of  the 
7  i  ft  regiment  of  foot,  and  member 
of  parliament  for  the  county  of  ln- 
vei  nets. 

1 4.  The  Right  Rev.  7'homas 
Ne  wton,  D.  D.  Bifhop  of  Briftol, 
and  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s. 

A  few  days  ago,  at  Chelten¬ 
ham,  in  Gloucefteifhire,  aged  69, 
the  Hon.  William  Howe,  uncle  to 
the  prelent  Lord  Chedworth. 

March  1.  The  Hon.  Lieutenant 
general  William  Keppel,  colonel 
of  the  1  2th  regiment  of  dragoons, 
uncle  to  the  prefent  Earl  ot  Albe¬ 
marle,  and  member  for  Chichefter 
in  Suftex. 

2.  At  Dublin,  the  Right  Rev. 
John  Garnett,  Lord  Bifhop  of 
Clogher,  to  which  fee  he  was 
tranflated,  from  the  Bifhoprick  of 
Ferns,  in  the  year  1758. 

3.  William  Dalrymple,  Efq.  of 
Eafthamftead,  in  Berks. 

9  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Ro¬ 
bert  Bertie,  uncle  to  the  late 
Duke  of  Ancafter,  one  of  the  lords 
ot  the  king’s  bed-chamber,  a  ge¬ 
neral  of  his  majefty’s  forces,  co¬ 
lonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of  horfe 
guards,  Governor  of  Duncannon, 
in  Ireland,  and  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  for  Bofton,  in  Lincoln- 
fhire. 

10.  Lady  Milner,  grand-mother 
to  the  prefent  Sir  William  Milner, 

Bart. 
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Eart.  of  Nun  Appleton  in  the 
county  of  York. 

1 1.  John  Thurfow,  Efq;  one  of 
the  Aldermen  of  Norwich,  and 
brother  to  the  lord  chancellor  and 
BJfhop  of  Lincoln. 

12.  Sir  Charles  Holt,  Bart,  of 
Afhton,  in  Warwickfhire,  and 
Ik  night  of  the  fhire  for  that  county 
in  the  lad  parliaments 

A  few  days  ago,  in  the  fouth  of 
France,  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Cotmtefs  of  Deloraine. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Fairfax.  He  is  fucceeded  in  title 
and  eftate  by  his  only  brother,  the 
Hon.  Robert  Fairfax,  of  Leeds 
Caflle  in  Kent. 

25.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Vif- 
cotmtefs  Courtenay. 

27.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Howard, 
widow  of  the  late  Hon.  Philip 
Howard,  of  Norfolk,  filler  to  the 
late  Dutchels  of  Norfolk,  and  mo¬ 
ther  to  the  prefent  Lady  Petre* 

April  10.  The  Right  Hon. 
Lady  Mary  Forbes. 

S3,  About  twelve  years  of  age, 
the  third  daughter  of  Lord  Vif- 
count  Weymouth, 

13.  Lady  Gough,  relidl  of  the 
late  and  mother  to  the  prefent  Sir 
Henry  Gough,  Bart. 

26.  Aged  72,  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Talbot,  Earl  Talbot, 
Lord  Henfol,  and  Baron  Dinevor? 
of  Dinevor  in  Caermarthenfhire ; 
many  years  lord  fie  ward  of  the 
houiehold,  one  of  his  majelly's 
moll  honourable  privy- council, 
and  LL,  D, 

27.  At  Loudoun  Caflle  in  Ayre- 
fhi-re,  aged  77,  the  Right  Hon* 
John  Campbell,  Earl  ol  Loudoun, 
Baron  Mauchlane,  one  of  the  fix- 
leen  peers  of  Scotland,  a  general 
of  his  majefly’s  forces,  colonel  of 


the  3d  regiment  of  foot-guards, 
Governor  of  Edinburgh  Caftle, 
and  F.  R.  S. 

May  i.  James  Philip,  Efq;  Judge 
Admiral  of  Scotland. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Lumley  Saunderfon,  Earl  of  Scar¬ 
borough,  Vifcount  Lumley  ;  alfo 
Vifcount  Lumley  in  Ireland  ;  one 
of  the  joint  vice-treafurers  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  a  member  of  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  moll  honourable  privy- 
council. 

1 6.  The  learned  Dr.  Solander, 
F.  R.  S.  and  who  had  made  the 
voyage  round  the  world,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  his  friend  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks. 

21.  At  Portumna  Caflle  in  Ire¬ 
land,  the  Right  Hon.  John  Smyth 
de  Burgh,  Eari  of  Clanrickarde, 
and  Baron  Dunkellyn. 

27.  The  Hon,  Mrs,  Shirley, 
mother  of  the  prefent  Eari  Fer¬ 
rers. 

29.  At,  the  German  Spa,  the 
Right  Hon.  Elizabeth  Countefs 
of  Grandifon. 

June  3.  Lady  Theodore  Crcfbie, 
filler  to  the  Earl  of  Glendore. 

9.  Sir  Charles  Buek,  Bart,  of 
Hanby  Grange,  Lincoinfhire. 

1©.  Thomas  Hill,  Efq;  for¬ 
merly  reprefentative  in  feveral 
parliaments  for  the  borough  of 
Shrewfbury. 

il.  The  Dowager  Vifcountefs 
Howe. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Earl  Ligonier,  lieutenant-general 
of  his  majefly’s  forces,  and  colo¬ 
nel  of  the  regiment  of  foot  in 
America. 

20.  The  Hon*  General  Monck- 
ton.  Governor  of  Poitfmouth, 
and  colonel  of  the  17th  regiment 
of  foot.  „ 

Abroad* 
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Abroad,  the  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Newborough,  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Egmont. 

25.  In  St.  Stephen’s  Green, 
Dublin,  the  Right  Hon.  Janies 
Dennis,  Baron  Tra&on,  chief 
baron  of  the  court  of  Exche¬ 
quer. 

27.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Hume,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Salifbury, 
chancellor  of  the  order  of  the 
Garter,  and  brother-in-law  to  the 
Earl  ol  Kinnoul. 

29.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Curzon, 
Lady  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Curzon,  elded  fon  of  Lord  Scarf- 
dale. 

J uly't .  The  Mod  Noble  Charles 
Watfon  Wentworth,  Marquis  of 
F.ockingham,  Earl  of  Malton  in 
England,  and  in  Ireland,  Vifcount 
Higham  of  Higham  Ferrars,  Ba¬ 
ron  Rockingham  of  Rockingham, 
Baron  of  Malton,  Waith,  and 
Harrowden,  firft  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  lord-l'eutenant  and  cuftos 
rotulorum  of  the  Weft  Riding  of 
the  county  of  York,  and  cuftos 
rotulorum  of  the  North  Riding  of 
the  faid  county,  vice-admiral  of 
the  whole  county  of  York,  and 
the  maritime  parts  thereof,  a  go¬ 
vernor  ot  the  Charter-houfe,  Knt. 
of  the  1110ft  noble  order  of  the  Gar¬ 
ter,  and  F.  R.  S.  He  was  born 
May  i|,  1730,  and  on  the  death 
of  his  lather  in  1750  fucceeded  to 
his  honours.  He  was  married  Feb. 
26,  1752,  to  Mary,  daughter  and 
heirets  of  Thomas  Bright,  Eiq; 
of  Badfworth  in  the  county  of 
York,  by  whom  he  has  left  no 
iftue. 

24.  Henry  Bridgeman,  Efq;  fon 
and  heir  of  Sir  Henry  Bridgeman, 
Bart. 

26.  At  Edinburgh,  Lady  Mary 


Gordon,  daughter  of  the  late  A-. 
lexander  Duke  of  Gordon. 

28.  Robert  Child,  of  Ofterly- 
park,  Efq.  By  his  will  he  has 
given  all  his  eftates,  both  real  arid 
perfonal,  to  Mrs.  Child,  Mr. 
Lovelace,  Mr.  Dent,  Mr.  Church, 
and  Mr.  Key  fall,  his  partners,  in 
truft  for  the  purpofe  of  paying  all 
his  partnerfhip  debts,  and  for  car- 
rying  on  the  bufinefs  as  ufual  at 
the  houfe  at  Temple-bar,  and  has 
made  them  the  executors  of  his 
will. 

Aug.  13.  Lady  Holkyns,  relidl 
of  the  late  Sir  Chandos  Holkyns, 
Barr. 

17.  General  Fitzroy;  uncle  to 
Lord  Southampton. 

A  few  days  ago,  at  Powick, 
in  Worcefterfhire,  Sir  William 
Arnot,  Bart,  late  lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  of  the  queen’s  regiment  of 
dragoon  guards. 

28.  At  Knockrenny,  in  the 
county  of  Rofcommon,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  John  Dillon,  Earl  of  Rof¬ 
common. 

Sept.  6  At  Wevmouth,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Legge,  fourth  fon  of 
Lord  Dartmouth. 

Odt.  — .  The  Right  Hon.  the 
Countefs  of  Denbeigh. 

The  remains  of  Lady  Hamilton, 
late  wife  to  Sir  William  Hamil¬ 
ton,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  and  his 
majefty’s  envoy  to  the  King  of  the 
two  Sicilies,  were  embalmed  im¬ 
mediately  after  her  death,  which 
happened  on  the  27th  of  Auguft, 
in  order  that  they  might  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  England,  to  be  interred 
in  Sir  William’s  family  vault. 

26.  At  the  Hague,  the  famous 
Banker  Tobias  Boaz. 

2 9  At  Chichefter,  aged  85,  the 
Hon.  Coote  Molefwoith,  the  half 

fui  viving 
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furviving  fon  of  Robert  the  firfl: 
Lord  Vifcount  Molefworth. 

Nov.  19.  At  Strafburgh,  her 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  Chrif- 
tina,  aunt  to  the  Elector  of  Saxony. 

Dec.  12.  Charles  Gray,  Efqj 
of  Colchefter,  aged  87,  F.  R.  S. 
and  one  of  the  truftees  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Mufeum  ;  he  reprefented  that 
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borough  in  five  different  parlia¬ 
ments. 

1 3.  Right  Hon.  Lady  Dowager 
Blantyre,  at  Lennoxloye,  aged  85. 

27.  At  Edinburgh,  Elenry 
Home,  Efq.  Lord  Kaimes,  judge 
in  the  courts  of  feffion  and  judi¬ 
ciary,  well  known  in  the  literary 
world, 

:  >  '  .  .  f 
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Gen.  Murray's  Account  of  the  Siege 
of  Fort  St.  Philip's  ;  Articles  of 
Capitulation ,  and  Returns  of  the 
State  of  the  Garrifon  and  Ar¬ 
tillery. 

From  the  London  Gazette. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon.  Gen. 
Murray,  Governor  of  Minorca, 
to  the  Earl  of  Hillfoorougb ,  one  of 
his  Majefty  s  principal  Secretaries 
of  State.  Received  by  Capt.  Don, 
March  19. 

Minorca,  Feb.  16,  178a. 

My  Lord, 

1HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  that  Fort  St. 
Philip's  was  furrendered  to  his 
Catholic  Majefty  the  5th  inftant. 
The  capitulation  accompanies  this. 
I  flatter  myfelf  all  Europe  will 
agree  the  brave  garrifon  Showed 
uncommon  heroifm,  and  that 
third  for  glory,  which  has  ever 
diftingudhed  the  troops  of  my 
royal  mailer.  Our  neceflary  guards 
required  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
men,  the  night  before  the  capitu¬ 
lation  ;  the  whole  number  able  to 
carry  arms  amounted  to  fix  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty  only,  of  courfe 
there  were  none  for  picquet,  and 
a  defedt  of  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venry  to  relieve  the  guards,  as  is 
evident  bv  the  returns.  The  moil 
Va  e*  XXV, 


inveterate  feurvy  which  I  believe 
ever  has  infe&ed  mortals  reduced 
us  to  this  fituation.  The  reports 
of  the  faculty  fully  explain  the 
dreadful  havock  it  made,  and  that 
three  days  further  obftinacy  on  my 
part  mull  have  inevitably  deftroyed 
the  brave  remains  of  this  garrifon, 
as  they  declare  there  was  no  re¬ 
medy  for  the  men  in  the  hofpitals, 
but  vegetables  •  and  that  of  the 
fix  hundred  and  fixty  able  to  do 
duty,  five  hundred  and  fixty  were 
adlually  tainted  with  the  feurvy, 
and  in  all  likelihood  would  be  in 
the  hofpital  in  four  days  time. 
Such  was  the  uncommon  fpirit  of 
the  king’s  foldiers,  that  they  con¬ 
cealed  their  diforders  and  inability, 
rather  than  go  into  the  hofpitals  ; 
feveral  men  died  on  guard,  after 
having  flood  fentry  ;  their  fate 
was  not  difeovered  till  called  upon 
for  the  relief,  when  it  came  to 
their  turn  to  mount  again.  Per¬ 
haps  a  more  noble,  nor  a  more 
tragical  feene,  was  ever  exhi¬ 
bited,  than  that  of  the  march  of 
the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's  through 
the  Spanifli  and  French  armies. 
It  confided  of  no  more  than  fix 
hundred  old,  decrepid  foldiers, 
two  hundred  leamen,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  of  the  royal  artillery, 
twenty  Corficans,  and  twenty-five 
Greeks,  Turks,  Moors,  Jews, 

The  two  armies  were  drawn  up  in 
( two 
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two  lines,  the  battalions  fronting 
each  other,  forming  a  way  for  us 
to  march  through  ;  they  confuted 
of  fourteen  thoufand  men,  and 
reached  from  the  Glacis  to  George¬ 
town,  where  our  battalions  laid 
down  their  arms,  declaring  they 
had  furrendered  them  to  God 
alone,  having  the  confolation  to 
know,  the  victors  could  not:  plume 
themfelves  in  taking  an  hofpital. 

Such  was  the  diftreiling  figures 
of  our  men,  that  many  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  and  French  troops  are  faid  to 
have  fired  tears  as  they  paffed 
them  ;  the  Duke  de  Grillon  and 
the  Faron  de  Falkenhayn  declare 
it  is  true  ;  I  cannot  aver  this,  but 
think  it  was  very  natural  ;  for  my 
own  part,  I  felt  no  uneafinefs  on 
this  occafion,  but  that  which  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  miferable  diforder 
which  threatened  us  with  deftrue- 
tion  Thanks  to  the  Almighty 
my  apprehenfions  are  now  abated  ; 
the  humanity  of  the  Duke  de  Cril- 
lon  (whofe  hear,  was  mo  ft  fenfibly 
touched  by  the  misfortunes  of  fuel! 
brave  men)  has  gone  even  beyond 
my  wijfhes  in  providing  every  thing 
which  cair  contribute  to  our  reco¬ 
very.  The  Spanifh  as  well  as  the 
French,  furgeons  attend  our  hof¬ 
pital.  We  are  greatly  indebted 
to  the  Baron  de  Falkenhayn,  who 
commands  the  French  troops.  V/e 
owe  infinite  obligations  to  the 
Count  de  Crilion  ;  they  can  never 
be  forgot  by  any  of  us.  I  hope 
this  young  man  never  will  com¬ 
mand  an  army  againft  my  fove- 
reign,  for  his  military  talents  are 
as  confpicuous  as  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart. 

Lifts  of  the  killed  and  wounded, 
with,  the  number  of  our  guns 
which  were  deftroyed  by  the  ene¬ 
my's  battering  artillery,  which 
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confifted  of  109  pieces  of  cannon 
and  36  mortars,  are  inclofed.  I 
fir  all  wait  here  until  1  fee  the  laft 
man  of  my  n«ble  garrifon  fafely 
and  commodioufiy  embarked.  If 
my  accompanying  them  in  a  tranfk 
port  to  England  could  be  of  the 
fmalleft  fervice  to  any  of  them,  I 
would  chearfuiiy  go  with  them  by 
fea  ;  but  as  I  can  be  of  no  further 
ufe.to  them  after  thev  are  on  board 

•b  j 

fliip,  I  truft  his  majefty  will  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  going  to  Leghorn  to 
bring  home  with  me  my  wife  and 
my  children,  who  fled  to  Italy  in 
the  evening  of  the  day  the  Spanifh 
army  landed  on  the  ifland. 

My  aid  de  camp,  Capt.  Don, 
will  have  the  honour  to  prefent 
this  letter  to  your  lord  fliip  ;  he  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  moil  mi¬ 
nute  circumftance  relative  to  the 
liege,  is  an  intelligent,  diftin- 
guifhed  officer,  and  is  furnifhed 
with  copies  of  all  the  papers  I 
have,  which  he  will  lay  before 
your  lordfhip,  if  requifite. 

The  captains  Savage,  Boothby, 
and  Don,  of  the  51ft  regiment, 
Lieut.  Mercier,  of  ditro,  Lieut. 
Botticher,  of  Goidacker’s  regi¬ 
ment,  and  Lieut.  Douglas  the  en¬ 
gineer,  are  exchanged  for  the  of¬ 
ficers  we  made  prifoners  at  Cape 
Mola. 

Colonel  Pringle  and  his-  nephew 
Lieut.  Pringle  are  to  be  left  hof- 
tages  until  the  tranfports  return 
agreeable  to  the  capitulation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

James  Murray. 

P.  S.  It  would  be  unjuft  and 
ungrateful  was  I  not  to  declare; 
that  from  the  beginning  to  the 
laft  hour  of  the  fiege,  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  royal  regiment  of 
artillery,  and  likewife  the  feamen, 
di  ft  inguifhed  themfelves  j  1  believe 

the 
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the  world  cannot  produce  more 
expert  gunners  and  bombardiers 
than  thofe  who  ferved  at  this 
fiege,  and  I  am  fure  the  Tailors 
ihewed  uncommon  zeal.  It  is  ne- 
cdfary  likewife  to  declare,  that  no 
garrifon  was  ever  nourifhed  with 
better  fait  provifions  of  all  kinds, 
than  we  had  Tent  to  us  from  Eng  ¬ 
land  ;  frcfh  vegetables  we  could 
not  have  ;  but  we  had  plenty  of 
peafe,  good  bread  and  rice,  with 
currants  and  raifins  ;  and  left  in 
the  fort  fix  months  full  allowance 
of  all  kinds,  although  a  magazine, 
containing  fix  months  more,  was 
burnt  by  the  enemy’s  fhells. 

James  Murray. 

Articles  of  Capitulation  propofed  by 
bis  Excellency  the  Hon.  "James 
Murray ,  Lieutenant  General  of  bis 
Britannic  Majejly's  forces,  Colonel 
of  the  \$tb  regiment  of  Foot,  Cap¬ 
tain  General  and  commander'  in 
chief  of  Fort  St.  Philip's,  to  his 
Excellency  Louis  Berton  de  Balls , 
Due  de  Crillon,  Lieutenant  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the  French  and  Spanifb 
forces,  and  commander  in  chief  of 
the  combined  army.  4 
St,  Philip's  Cajlle,  Feb.  4,  1782, 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
Article  I.  I  HAT  all  a£ts 
of  hoftility  {hall  ceafe  till  the  arti¬ 
cles  of  capitulation  are  agreed  upon 
and  figned. 

Art.  II.  That  the  garrifon, 
upon  their  furrender,  fhall  be  al¬ 
lowed  all  the  honours  of  war,  viz. 
To  march  out  with  fhouldered 
arms,  drums  beating,  colours  fly¬ 
ing,  twenty-four  rounds  per  man, 
matches  lighted,  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  two  mortars,  with  twenty- 
four  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each 
piece,  four  covered  boats  not  to  be 
learched  upon  any  account. 

Art.  Ill,  That  the  whole  gar¬ 


rifon,  comprehending  all  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majetly’s  fub’edts,  civil  as 
well  as  military,  and  the  Corlican 
corps  and  Greeks,  &c.  ihall  have 
their  baggage  and  cffie&s  fecured 
to  them,-  with  leave  to  move  or 
difpofe  of  it  as  they  lliall  think 
proper  ;  and  that  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  fubjetts  ferving  in  the 
garrifon,  who  pofTeffed  houfes  and 
grounds  in  Mahon  and  George- 
Town,  fhall  have  leave  to  difpofe 
of  them  to  any  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty’s  fubjects. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  garrifon,  in¬ 
cluding  officers,  artificers,  loldiers, 
and  other  Britifh  fubje&s  and  their 
families,  fhall  be  provided  with 
convenient  tranfports  at  the  rate 
of  one  ton  and  a  half  per  man,  and 
to  be  carried  to  the  firft  port  in 
Great  Britain,  and  landed  there 
as  foon  as  they  arrive,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  and 
that  provifions  fhall  be  allowed  to 
them,  out  of  fuch  as  remain  in  the 
magazines  of  the  garrifon  at  its 
furrender,  for  the  time  they  re¬ 
main  in  the  ifland,  and  for  their 
voyage  by  fea  for  ten  weeks,  in 
the  fame  proportion  as  they  now 
receive  it  ;  and  the  officers  with 
their  families,  who  have  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  permiflion,  fhall  have 
paffiports  granted  to  them  to  go  to 
England  or  Germany  by  land  ; 
that  the  Corficans,  Greeks,  &c. 
now  ferving  in  the  garrifon,  who 
do  not  exceed  feventy  men,  fhall 
be  tranfported  to  Leghorn,  and 
landed  there  likewife  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  crown  of  Spain,  but 
their  provifions  for  the  paffage.  to 
be  taken  from  the  magazines  of 
the  garrifon.  That  the  tranfports 
are  to  be  provided,  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  the  troops  during  the 
voyage,  with  the  bedding  of  the 
garrifon.  That  a  proper  hofpital 
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for  the  fkk  and  wounded,  during 
the  time  that  the  transports  are 
getting  ready,  (which  time  Shall 
not  exceed  one  month  from  the 
Signing  of  this)  filial l  be  provided  ; 
and  fitch  as  may  not  then  be  in  a 
condition  to  embark,  Shall  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  ftay  behind,  and  be  pro¬ 
perly  taken  care  of,  till  they  Shall 
he  able  to  be  Sent  to  Great  Britain 
by  another  conveyance- 

Art.V.  That  while  the  garrifen 
'continues  in  the  ifland,  permijjion 
ill  all  be  granted  to  pur-chafe  vege¬ 
tables  and  frefih  meat  in  the 
markets,  for  the  Tick  in  the  hof- 
pitah 

Art.  VI.  Until  the  garrifon 
quits  the  place,  it  Shall  not  be 
permitted  to  corrupt  the  foldiers, 
and  try  to  make  them  defert  from 
their  regiments,  and  the  officers 
Shall  have  accels  to  them  at  all 
times  ;  for  which  purpofe  no  com¬ 
munication  betwixt  the  foldiers  of 
his  Catholic  Ma jelly  and  the  troops 
of  the  garrifon  Shall  be  admitted 
of. 

Art  VII.  That  ex  a, ft  disci¬ 
pline  Shall  be  kept  up  on  both 
fides. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  four  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  illand,  viz  Paul 
Guiard,  Marc  Reure,  Michael 
Amenguai,  and  Lewis  Roca,  who 
have  joined  in  the  defence  of  the 
garrifon,  Shall  be  permitted  to  re¬ 
main  and  enjoy  their  properties  in 
the  ifland  unmoleded 

Art.  IX.  That  all  pnToners  of 
war  made  fince  the  landing  the 
Spanifh  at  my,  Shall  be  delivered 
up  on  both  Sides. 

Art.  X.  Hod  ages  being  deli¬ 
vered  on  both  fides  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  execution  of  the  preceding  conr 
ditions,  his  Excellency  the  Hon. 
Lieut,  Gen,  Murray  conic  ais  to 
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deliver  up  the  place,  with  all  the 
military  do  res  and  ammunition. 
Cannon  and  mortars,  except  what 
is  referved  in  the  fecond  article, 
to.  his  Catholic  Majedy  ;  likewife. 
to  diredt  that  ail  mines  and  under¬ 
ground  works  Shall  be  Shewn  to 
his  Catholic  Majefty’s  engineers  } 
plans  of  the  galleries,  mines,  and 
other  Subterraneous  works.  Shall 
be  likewife  delivered  up. 

(Signed)  James  Murray. 
Duke  cle  Crillon  s  Anfiwer  to  General 
Murray's  fir Jl  Propofiul  to  capi* 
tulate. 

THE  order  which  I  have  from 
my  court,  forbidding  me  to  [idea 
to  any  capitulation,  except  under 
the  exprefs  condition  that  the  gar¬ 
rifon  of  Fort  St.  Philip’s  Shall  be 
prifoners  of  war,  1  am  under  the 
obligation  to  return  his  Excellency 
General  Murray  the  articles  which 
he  propofes  to  me  -3  but  I  am  very 
forry  I  have  not  an  opportunity  to 
make  known  to  him  my  dedre  for 
the  prefer vation  of  his  men,  and 
particularly  the  efteem  with  which 
his  perfon  and  his  brave  garrifon 
have  infpired  me. 

B.B.  Due  De  Crillon. 

Mahon,  February  4,  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  morning. 

Further  Articles  ofi  Capitulation  pro- 
pojed  by  bis  Excellency  General 
Murray  to  his  Excellency  the  Duke 
de  Crillon ,  dated  Fort  St.  PhD 
lip's,  February  2,  1782,  at  eight 
o'clock,  at  night,  he  having  ob¬ 
jected  to  tbofie  formerly  fient  to  him  ; 
with  the  Anjwers  ofi  the  Duke  de 
Crillon  to  the  laft  Articles  pra*> 
pofied  by  General  Murray ,  dated 
Mahon ,  February  4,  1782,  at 
ten  at  night. 

Art.  I.  As  his  Excellency  the 
Duke  de  Crillon,  by  the  exprefs 
ojrderg  of  his  Sovereign,  cannot 

revive 
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receive  the  garrifon  but  as  pri- 
fo  tiers  of  war,  his  Excellency  the 
Hon.  Lieutenant  General  James 
.Murray  conients  to  furrender  the 
gariifon  agreeable  to  the  Duke 
de  Crillon’s  inftru&ions  from  his 
court  ;  but  he  experts  the  Duke 
de  Criilon  will  allow  the  garrifon 
to  march  out  of  it  with  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  war  he  has  required  in 
the  fecond  article  of  thofe  fent  to 
the  Duke,  which  is  by  no  means 
incompatible  with  his  Excellency’s 
inftruCtions,  and  Will  tend  more 
t®  his  glory  for  certainly  no 
troops  ever  gave  greater  proofs  of 
heroifm  than  this  poor  worn  out 
garrifon  of  St.  Philip’s  Caftle, 
w  ho  have  defended  themfelves  al- 
moft  to  the  laft  man. 

Anf*wer.  The  garrifon  fhall  be 
prifoneis  of  war  j  but  in  confide- 
ration  of  the  conftancy  and  valour 
which  General  Murray  and  his  men 
have  fhewn  in  their  brave  defence, 
they  fhall  be  permitted  to  go  out 
with  their  arms  fhouldered,  drums 
beating,  lighted  matches,  and  co¬ 
lours  flying,  till  having  marched 
through  the  midft  of  the  army, 
they  fliall  lay  down  their  arms  and 
colours  ;  and  moreover,  being  de- 
firousdf  giving  a  proof  of  my  high 
efteem  for  the  General,  he  fhall 
be  allowed  a  covered  boat. 

Art.  JI.  General  Murray  de¬ 
li  res  the  garrifon  may  be  allowed 
to  return  to  England,  prifoners  of 
war,  in  tranfports  furnifhed  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  but  paid  for  by 
the  King  of  England  ;  and  that 
the  troops  fhall  be  vi&ualled, 
while  they  remain  on  the  ifland, 
till  the  tranfports  are  got  ready  for 
them,  and  during  the  paflage  to 
Great  Britain,  out  of  the  ftores  of 
the  garrifon,  at  the  fame  allow- 
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ance  for  each  man  they  have  been 
accuftomed  to  receive  ;  the  troops 
of  the  garrifon  ate  likewife  to  be 
allowed  to  take  their  bedding  with 
them  into  the  tranfports.  Granted. 

Art.  III.  That  the  Corflcans, 
Greeks,  &c.  are  to  be  transported 
to  Leghorn,  and  likewife  victu¬ 
alled  out  of  the  ftores  of  the  gar- 
riion  at  the  ufual  allowance  ;  the 
tranfports  at  the  expence  of  Eng¬ 
land.  Granted. 

Art.  IV.  That  the  General 
thinks  that  the  officers  fhould  fol¬ 
low  the  fate  of  their  men,  and 
therefore  will  not  permit  any  offi¬ 
cer  to  go  home  by  land,  but  thofe 
whole  health  requires  it  j  that  his 
own  will  not  admit  of  a  long  fea 
voyage,  and  therefore  he  hopes  the 
Duke  de  Criilon  will  allow  him 
and  his  fuite  to  go  to  Marfeilles, 
and  from  thence  to  England,  for 
which  purpofe  he  has  the  King  of 
France’s  palTport-  Granted. 

Art.  V.  That  the  Duke  de 
Criilon  may  depend  upon  it  the 
garrifon  of  Fort  St.  Philip’s  fliall 
not  ferve  during  the  war,  unlefs 
they  are  regularly  exchanged,  or 
a  cartel  fettled  betwixt  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers,  which  may  libe¬ 
rate  them  from  the  obligations  of 
not  ferving  during  the  war. 

AnJ\uer.  The  confidence  which 
I  have  in  the  honour  ot  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip 
does  not  fuffer  me  to  doubt  of  their 
keeping  their  promife  not  to  ferve 
againft  Spain  and  her  allies,  until 
they  have  been  exchanged  by 
Spain,  either  man  for  man,  or  by 
means  of  a  cartel,  in  cafe  any 
fhould  be  eftablifhed  by  their  Ca¬ 
tholic  and  Britannic  Majefties,  for 
the  officers  fhall  ,be  prifonets  of 
war  on  their  parole  of  honour, 
[£,]  3  2'vea 
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given  in  writing  under  their  hands  ; 
with  regard  to  the  foldiers,  a  lift 
of  their  names  rauft  be  made  out, 
their  officers  fhall  explain  to  them 
the  obligation  they  have  contracted 
of  not  lerving  during  the  war,  till 
they  have  been  exchanged,  and 
fhall  warn  them  of  the  penalty  of 
death  they  will  be  punifhed  with 
if  guilty  of  breaking  this  obliga¬ 
tion. 

Art.  VI.  That  the  Duke  de 
Criilon’s  known  humanity  leaves 
General  Murray  no  doubt  that  his 
Excellency  will  be  happy  to  allow 
vegetables  and  every  poffibie  re- 
frefhment,  to  be  bought  in  the 
markets  of  the  ifland,  which  can 
contribute  to  the  recovery  of  the 
lick  of  the  garrifon  Granted. 

Art.  VII.  That  he  has  as 
little  doubt  that  his  Excellency’s 
generofity  will  not  admit  of  allow¬ 
ing  the  officers,  foldiers,  and  ar¬ 
tificers  of  the  garrifon,  to  be 
plundered  of  their  baggage,  and 
maltreated  by  the  befieging  army  • 
for  which  purpofe  he  propofes  to 
put  the  Duke  de  Crillon  immedi¬ 
ately  in  poffeffion  of  Marlbro’, 
Charles  Fort,  Queen’s  Redoubt, 
and  the  Kane  Lunette.  Granted. 

Art.  VIII.  That  the  Englifh 
garrifon  fhall  remain  poffeffed  qf 
the  other  out- works  till  the  day 
they  embark  ;  and  that  no  infults 
may  be  offered  them  by  the  Spanifh 
foldiers. 

Anj^iver.  The  whole  garrifon 
fhal!  early  to-morrow  morning  quit 
the  place,  to  be  conducted  to  Al¬ 
ton,  where  they  fhall  remain  till 
they  are  embarked,  and  every  at¬ 
tention  fhall  be  paid  them,  which 
their  defence  and  valour  deferve. 

Art.  IX.  Hoftages  to  be  de¬ 
livered  on  both  fides  for  the  faith¬ 


ful  performance  of  the  preceding 
articles. 

Anfwer.  In  confequence  of  the 
2d  and  3d  preceding  articles, 
which  treat  of  the  tranfports  that 
are  to  be  furnifhed  by  Spain,  his 
Excellency  General  Murray  fhall 
name  fome  principal  officers,  who 
ihali  remain  as  hoftages  till  the 
return  of  the  laid  tranfport. 

Mahon,  Feb.  6,  1782,. 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

J.  Murray.  B.  B.  Due  de  Crillon, 
Le  Baron  de  Falkenhayn,  Mar. 
de  Camp.  Comm,  les  Troupes 
Franc. 

Felix  Buch. 

Eh  Marq.  de  Cafa  Cagigal. 

Dm  Orazio  Borghefe. 

El  Conde  de  Afuentes. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
during  the  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Phi - 
lip's,  jroi?i  the  19 th  of  Augujl , 

1781,  to  the  \th  of  February , 

1782,  incluf-ve. 

Killed.  Marine  corps,  Lieute¬ 
nants  Davis  and  Crew,  3  ferje- 
ants,  54  rank  and  file.  Total 
_  59- 

Wounded.  5  .  ft  regiment,  Colonel 
Capt.  Savage,  Lieutenants  Ful¬ 
ler  and  Hull,  Enfign  Naper. 
61  ft  ditto,  Capt.  Muet.  Gol- 
dacker’s,  Lieutenant  Botticher. 
Royal  Artillery,  Capt.  Fade, 
Lieutenants  Irwin  and  Wood¬ 
ward.  Engineers,  Lieutenants 
D’Arcy  and  Johnfton.  Marine 
corps,  Capt.  Harman,  Lieut. 
Hodges.  Corficans,  Captain 
Colie.  10  ferjeants,  124.  rank 
and  file.  Total  149. 

Ge  0.  Do  N,  Adi.  Gen. 

State 
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State  of  the  Guns  and  Mortars  at 
St  Philips's  CajUey  Minorca ,  Fe- 
binary ,  5,  1782. 


Iron  Garrison 

Guns 

Service- 

Unfer- 

To - 

able. 

viceable.  tal. 

Thirty  two  pounders  10 

*4 

24 

Twenty-four  ditto  -  1 

2 

3 

Eighteen  ditto  -  -  32 

21 

53 

Twelve  ditto  -  -  32 

16 

48 

Nine  ditto  -  46 

6 

52 

Six  ditto  -  -  -  34 

J9 

53 

Four  ditto  -  -  -  1 

1 

Total  156 

78 

234 

N.  B.  Three  twenty-four  pound 


ers,  and  three  eighteen-pounders, 
were  received  from  Mr  Robinfon. 


Iron  Shi  p-G  u  n  s, 

...  ,  f  nine  pounders  10 

Minorca  s-i  , ■[ 

— 

10 

f  fix  ditto  1 

"  1 

1 

Cornwallis’s,  fix  ditto  19 

1 

20 

Eagle's  four  ditto  1 2 

2 

x4 

,  Cfourditto  funfize- 

S  z 

Chsnce;s  Wedinoiable. 

iz 

4 

Porcupine’s  three  ditto  2 

2 

24 

St.  Ant.  de  Padua,  nine  do.  2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Total  46 

Mortar  s. 

9 

55 

T  ,  (  Eon  *  2 

1  3  Inches  -J  u  r 

5  (  Brafs  -  2 

2 

4 

2 

%  ditto  -  -  7 

1 

8 

5!  or  royal  ditto  -  3 

12 

*5 

2  4- 5 ths,  or  cohorn  ditto  4 

16 

20 

« — 

— 

— 

Total  18 

31 

49 

Brass  Field  Pieces. 

Light  fix  pounders  -  17 

5 

22 

(8  inch  -  6 

_ 

6 

Howitzers  j  +  2  5ths  .  $ 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Total  28 

6 

34 

Two  travelling  cari iages unferviceable. 


Jacop>  Schalch,  Capt. 

R.  Artillery  F.  O. 

N.  B.  Many  of  the  guns  which 
are  returned  ferviceable  have  been 
ftruck  by  the  enemy’s  fhot  and 
fliells,  and  may  prove  dangerous 
to  be  further  ufed. 


Moft  of  the  brafs  mortars,  though 
returned  ferviceable,  are  run  by 
frequent  firing. 

Hofpital ,  St.  Philip's  Cujiky 
Feb.  1,  178a. 

FROM  the  extraordinary  in- 
ereafe  of  the  fick  in  the  garrifon, 
and  the  little  progrefs  we  make  in 
reducing  that  evil,  we  judge  it 
neceflary,  both  on  account  of  the 
public  fervice,  as  well  as  our  own 
credit,  to  inform  your  Excellency, 
that  the  prevailing  difeafe,  the 
feurvy,  amongft  the  troops,  is  got 
to  fuch  an  alarming  height,  as 
feems  to  us  to  admit  of  no  remedy 
in  our  prefent  fituation.  Every 
means  has  been  tried  to  palliate 
this  formidable  malady  j  but  the 
daily,  and  we  may  fay,  thejiourly 
falling  down  of  the  men,  baffles  all 
our  endeavours.  The  different 
returns  of  the  fick,  will  fiiew  your 
Excellency  the  truth  of  this  afler- 
tion,  we  are  forry  to  add,  that 
it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  any 
one  now  in  the  hofpital,  will  be 
able  to  do  the  fmallefi  duty  under 
the  prefent  circumftances,  where 
no  vegetable  food  is  to  be  had,  or 
free  air. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed) 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyfician  General. 

Will  Fellows,  Surg.  General. 

D.  M‘Neille,  Surg.  to  Nav.  Iiofi 

B- 1.  Grimfchell,  Surg.P.  Erneft’s. 

Rabille,  Goldacker’s. 

S.  Ford,  Royal  Artillery. 

James  Hall,  5  1  ft  Regiment. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

St.  Philip's  Cajlle ,  Feb.  r,  1781. 

FROM  thereprefentation  made 
by  the  faculty  of  the  increafe  of 
the  fick,  the  Governor  judges  it 
neceflary  that  the  men  who  are 
even  doing  duty,  fhould  be  exa- 

[£fj  4  mined 
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mined  by  the  faculty,  and  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  date  of  their  health, 
particularly  with  regard  to  the 
fcurvy,  to  be  made  to  me,  for  his 
excellency’s  information. 

(Signed) 

G.  Don,  Adj  Gen. 
Dr.  Monro,  Phyiician-general, 
and  Diredor  of  the  Hofpital. 

St.  Philip's  Caftle ,  February  3,  178a. 

AGREEABLE  to  his  excellen¬ 
cy’s  orders  of  the  ift  inftant,  we 
have  made  a  mod  careful  exami¬ 
nation,  with  refped  to  the  health 
of  the  men  doing  duty  •  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  inclofed  re¬ 
turn  is  tranfmitted  to  you  for  his 
excellency’s  information.  We 
judge  it  necelfary  to  add,  that 
thole  men  fpecihed  in  the  returns, 
will,  in  all  probability,  be,  in  a 
few  days,  incapable  of  performing 
any  duty,  from  the  rapid  progrefs 
the  leurvy  makes  amongft  them  : 
neither  is  it  in  our  power  to  check 
this  prevailing  malady.  The  con- 
ftant  duty  the  men  are  obliged  to 
perform,  the  impoffibilitv  of  pro¬ 
curing  any  kind  of  vegetables,  in 
the  prefent  iituation  of  affairs,  to 
which  we  may  add  the  damp,  foul 
air  thofe  men  conftantly  breathe 
in  the  fubterraneans,  are  caufes 
fufficientto  dread  the  confequen- 
ces.  We  are,  &c. 

Geo.  Monro,  phyfician  Gen. 

W  Fellows,  burg,  to  the  Hofp. 
D.  M'Neille,  Surg.  to  the  Hofp. 
John  Red,  Surg.  to  the  Hofp. 
James  Hall,  Surg.  to  the  51ft. 
B.  J*  Grimfchell,  Surgeon  Pr. 

Erneft’s. 

Rabille,  Surg.  to  Goldacker’s. 
I  o  Capt.  Geo.  Don,  Adj.  Gen. 

Return  of  the  Scorbutic  Men  (in  the 
four  Regiments)  now  doing  duty 


in  the  Garrifon  of  St.  Philip* s , 
February  3,  1782. 

Corps  No.  of  Men . 

51ft  regiment  — —  120 

61  ft  ditto  — — -  )  ur 

Prince  Erneft’s  battalion  153 
Goldacker’s  - -  1 76 

Total  560 

(Signed) 

Geo.  Monro,  Phyfician  Gen. 

D.  M‘Neille,  Surg.  to  Naval 
Hofpital. 

John  Red,  Surg.  to  the  Hofp. 
James  Hall,  Surg  to  51ft  regt„ 
S.  M‘Cormie,  Surgeon’s  Mate* 
B  J.  Grimlchel,  Surgeon  Pr. 
Erneft’s. 

Rabille  Goldacker’s. 

Returns  made  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Four  Regiments ,  of 
the  Number  of  Men  doing  Duty 
in  each of  the  Number  they  fur - 
nijh  daily  for  Guard  j  and  of  the 
Number  deficient  for  one  Relief. 

St.  Philip's.  February  1.  1  7  Sz. 
No.  cf  No.  for  No.  defir 
men  do-  guard,  cient  for 
ing  duty.  I  relief. 

51ft  —  “  158  86  14 

6  ill  —  177  104  27 

Pr.  Erneft’s  2d  bat.  184  106  2.8 

Goldacker’s  d'itib  247  129  1  j: 

Total  766  415  80 

N.  B.  From  the  ift  inftant  to 
the  3d,  106  men  were  carried  to 
the  hofpitals  ;  fo  there  only  re¬ 
mained  doing  duty  660. 


Remarkable  actions  at 
bp  a,  &e. 

London  Gazette. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  zy,  1782. 
Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon . 
Vice  Admiral  Earrington  to  Mr. 

Stephens, 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICL  E.  [249 


Stephens,  dated  on  Board  the 
Britannia,  at  St.  Helens,  the 
2yh  of  April ,  1782. 

I  HAVE  the  pieafure  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  my  L.oids  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  on  the  20th 
inftant,  Uftiant  bearing  N.  E. 
half  E-  23  leagues,  at  one  P-  M. 

I  perceived  the  Artois,  Captain 
Macbride,  with  a  (ignal  out  for 
dilcovering  an  enemy’s  fleet,  but 
at  fuch  a  diftance  that  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  I  could  dif- 
tinguifti  the  colour  of  the  flag  ;  it 
was  then  calm  ;  but  a  breeze  fpring- 
ing  up,  I  made  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chace  ;  the  enemy  at  fuch 
a  diftance  that  I  could  but  juft  dif- 
cover  them  from  the  Britannia’s 
maft-  head  at  three  o’clock.  At 
the  clofe  of  the  evening  leven  of 
our  fliips  had  got  a  good  diftance 
a  head  of  me,  the  Foudroyant, 
Captain  Jervis,  the  foremoft  ;  and 
in  the  night,  it  coming  to  blow 
ftrong  with  hazy  weather,  after 
having  loft  his  companions,  at  47 
minutes  after  12,  brought  the  Pe- 
gafe,  of  74  guns  and  700  men  to  a 
clofe  adficn,  which  continued  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  the  Fou¬ 
droyant,  having  laid  her  on  board 
on  the  larboard  quarter,  the 
Frenchman  ft  ruck.  My  pen  is 
not  equal  to  the  praife  that  is  due 
to  the  good  conduct,  bravery  and 
difeipline  of  Capt.  Jervis,  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  Teamen  on  this  occaflon  •' 
let  his  own  modeft  narrative, 
which  I  herewith  inclofe,  fpeak 
for  itfelf. 

The  next  morning  Toon  after 
day-break,  the  wind  then  fouth, 
blowing  ftrong,  it  fhifted  in  an 
inftant  to  weft,  and  with  fuch  vio¬ 
lence  that  it  was  with  difficulty 


T  could  carry  my  courfes  to  clear 
Ufhant  and  get  the  Channel  open, 
which  being  accomplifhed  by  noon, 

I  brought  to  and  remained  fo  un¬ 
til  the  evening  of  the  2 2d  to  col¬ 
led!  the  fquadron. 

By  the  accounts  of  the  pvifoners 
there  were  18  fail,  laden  with 
ftores,  provifions,  and  ammuni¬ 
tion,  under  the  convoy  of  the  Pro- 
tedteur  of  74,  Pegale  74,  L’ An¬ 
dromache  32,  together  witth  L’Ac- 
tionaire,  a  two  decker,  armed  en 
flute,  all  bound  for  L’lfle  de 
France.  They  left  Breft  the  19th 
inftant. 

1  cannot  pretend  to  give  their 
lordfhips  a  particular  account  of  the 
number  of  prizes,  but  mull  refer 
them  to  that  they  may  receive  a$ 
they  arrive  in  port,  though  I  be¬ 
lieve  there  are  ten  at  leaft. 

Proceedings  of  his  Maje fly's  Ship 
under  my  command  from  the  20th 
inflant. 

Near  fun  fet  on  the  20th,  I  was 
near  enough  to  difeover  that  the 
enemy  confifted  of  three  or  four 
fliips  of  war,  two  of  them  at  leaft 
of  the  line,  with  17  or  18  fail  un¬ 
der  their  convoy,  and  that  the  lat¬ 
ter  difperfed  by  ftgnal.  At  half 
paft  nine  I  obferved  the  fmalleft 
of  the  fliips  of  war  to  fpeak  with 
the  headmoft,  and  then  bear  a- 
way.  At  a  quarter  paft  ten,  the 
fternmoft  line  of  battle  fliip,  per¬ 
ceiving  we  came  up  with  her  very 
faft,  bore  up  alfo.  I  purfued 
her,  and  at  47  minutes  after 
twelve  brought  her  to  clofe*  ac¬ 
tion,  which  continued  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour,  when,  having  laid 
her  aboard  on  the  larboard  ouar- 

A 

ter,  the  French  fliip  of  war  Le 
Pegafe,  of  74  gur.s  and  70O  men, 

com* 
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commanded  by  the  Chevalier  de 
C  ill  art,  furrendered. 

The  difcipline  and  good  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
iny  command  will  beft  appear  by 
the  date  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed,  and  of  the  damage  fudained 
in  each  lhip. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  rhat 
only  two  or  three  people,  with 
ixtyfelf,  are  flightly  wounded  ;  but 
I  learn  from  the  Chevalier,  de  Cil- 
lart,  that  Le  Pcgafe  buffered  a 
very  great  carnage,  and  was  ma¬ 
terially  damaged  in  her  mads  and 
yards,  the  mizen-maft  and  fore- 
top-maft  having  gone  away  foon 
after  theadtion  ceafed. 

It  blew  fo  drong  yederday  morn¬ 
ing,  that  1  with  difficulty  put 
eighty  men  on  board  the  ptize, 
but  received  only  forty  p;  i Toners 
in  return,  in  performing  which  I 
fear  two  of  our  boats  were  !od. 
The  difabled  date  of  the  prize, 
together  with  the  drong  wind  and 
heavy  fea,  induced  me  to  make 
the  fignal  for  immediate  affidance, 
which  Commodore  Elliot  fupplied, 
by  making  the  Queen’s  fignal  tq 
allid  the  difabled  ihip. 

At  eight  o’clock  lad  night  they 
bore  S.  S.  W .  four  miles  didance 
of  us  :  we  lay- to  till  ten,  in  hopes 
of  their  joining,  hut  not  perceiv¬ 
ing  them,  we  bore  up,  and  ran 
N.  E.  twenty-three  miles  till  day¬ 
light,  when,  feeing  nothing  of 
them,  we  brought- to,  and  at  half 
pad  eight  made  fail  to  join  the 
Iquadron. 

By  all  I  can  learn  from  the  pri- 
fbners,  this  fmall  fquadron,  com- 
pofed  of  Le  Prote&eur,  Monfieiir 
de  Soulange,  Commodore,  Le  Pe- 
gafe,  and  L’Androinaehe  frigate, 
was  making  a  fecond  attempt  to 
proceed  on  an  expedition  to  the 
Bait  Indies,  feme  of  the  tioops 


having  been  before  captured  un¬ 
der  that  dedination,  by  the  fqua- 
dron  under  the  command  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Kempenfelt,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  above  mentioned  fhips 
of  war. 

John  Jervis. 

Fouchoyant,  Apn!  23. 

N  B.  Advice  has  been  receiv¬ 
ed,  that  the  Pegaie  of  74  guns  is 
arrived  at  Spitbead,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  drips,  part  of  the  above- 
mentioned  captures,  at  Plymouth. 
La  Fidelite,  with  178  tioops  and  (lores. 
La  Bellone,  147  troops  and  (lores. 
La  L  tonne,  ibo  troops  and  ft 01  es. 

Due  de  Chaitres,  doses  and  arms. 


Lo  noon  Gazette. 

Admiralty  Office,  April  2,  1782, 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Capt .  Pole, 
of  bis  Majejly’s  Ship  the  Succefs, 
of  32  Guns  and  220  Men ,  to  Mr. 
Stephens,  dated  at  Spithead  the 
$oth  of  March ,  1782. 

I  El  A  V  E  the  honour  to  delire 
you  will  inform  my  Lords  Com- 
miffioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that 
on  the  1 6th  inft.  at  day  light,  in 
]af*  35  :  4°  N.  Cape  Spartel  bear¬ 
ing  E.  N.  E*  eighteen  leagues,  the 
wmd  at  S.  W.  danding  for  the 
gut,  with  the  Vernon  ftorefhip, 
we  difeovered  a  fail  right  a  head, 
clofe  hauled  on  the  larboard  tack  : 
as  foon  as  I  could  difeover  her  hull 
from  the  mad-head,  which  the 
haze  and  lofty  poop  magnified,  I 
made  the  Vernon’s  fignal  to  haul 
the  wind  on  the  ftarboard  tack, 
and  make  ail  fail ;  foon  after  haul¬ 
ed  our  wind,  the  drange  fail  tack¬ 
ed  and  gave  chace  ;  at  half  pad 
two,  P.  M.  finding  the  chace 
gained  on  the  Vernon,  I  Iborten- 
ed  fail  to  let  her  go  a-head,  and 
then  brought  to," in  hopes  at  lead 

to 
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to  make  hhn  fhorten  fail,  and  di¬ 
vert  his  attention  from  the  ihip 
under  my  convoy.  We  focn  after 
difcovered  him  to  be  only  a  large 
frigate  with  a  poop  ;  at  a  ,1'ttle 
after  five  lie  hoitled  a  Spanifh  en- 
fign,  with  a  broad  pendant,  and 
fired  a  gun  :  at  fix,  being  ithin 
random  fnot,  a  (lorn  of  me,  I  wore, 
and  ft e mined  for  his  lee  bow,  till 
we  had  juft  diftance  fufficient  to 
weather  him  ;  then  hauled  dole 
athwart  his  forefoot,  giving  him 
our  whole  fire  within  half  piftol 
fhot  j  pa  (Fed  clofe  to  windward  en¬ 
gaging,  while  the  enemy  expell¬ 
ing  us  to  leeward,  were  firing 
their  lee  guns  into  the  water  ;  the 
diforder  our  firft  fire  threw  them 
into  they  did  not  recover.  We 
then  wore,  and  placed  ourfeives 
to  great  advantage,  which  our  fu- 
periority  of  failing  allowed  us  to 
do,  fupporting  without  intermif- 
fion,  a  moft  aftonifhing  clofe  and 
well  ferved  fire,  at  never  more 
than  half  a  cable  diftance,  till  the 
enemy  ftruck,  which  was  about 
twenty  minutes  paft  eight.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Santa  Catalina, 
Don  Mig.  Jacon,  commander,  of 
thirty  four  guns,  twenty  fix  long 
Spanifh  twelves  on  the  main  deck, 
and  eight  fix  pounders  on  the 
quarter  deck-  The  number  of 
men  I  have  not  been  able  to  afcer- 
tain  We  have  on  board  286  pri- 
foners.  The  captain  and  officers 
fay  they  had  between  25  and  30 
killed,  and  only  8  wounded  Don 
Mig.  Jacon  is  a  captain  in  the  line, 
hath  a  diftinguifliing  pendant  as 
fuch,  and  is  fenior  officer  of  the 
frigates  cruifing  off  the  Straits  ; 
had  a  very  particular  defcription 
of  the  Succefs  fent  him,  whom  he 
was  particularly  directed  to  look 
cut  for  ;  had  been  cruifing  three 
6 
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weeks  for  us  ;  had  feen  us  four 
times  ;  chafed  us  twice  with  a 
fquadron  of  four  and  fix  fail,  from 
whom  he  parted  two  days  before. 
He  fpeaks  with  much  difpleafure 
of  the  behaviour  of  his  fhip’s  com¬ 
pany.  Lieutenant  Oakely,  whom 
I  had  appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  prize,  was  indefatigable  in 
clearing  the  wreck.  Her  mizen- 
maft  fell  fome  time  before  fhe 
ftruck;  the  main-mad  in  a  fhort 
time  after,  and  her  fore  mad  muff 
have  fliared  the  fame  fate,  if  the 
water  had  not  been  remarkably 
fmooth  :  in  fhort,  without  affum- 
ing  much  preemption,  I  may  add, 
our  guns  did  as  much  execution 
in  the  little  time  as  could  have  been 
done  j  her  hull  was  like  a  fieve, 
the  fhot  going  through  both  fides^ 
From  this  ftate  of  the  prize,  their 
lordfhips  may  imagine  my  hopes 
of  getting  her  to  port  were  not 
very  fanguine.  Whilft  we  were 
endeavouring  to  fecure  her  fore- 
maft,  and  had  juft  repaired  our 
own  damages,  which  were  confi- 
derahle  in  our  yards,  mails,  and 
fails,  at  day-light  of  the  18th, 
fix  fail  appeared  in  fight,  two  fri¬ 
gates  from  whom  had  chafed,  and 
were  reconnoitering  us  ;  I  inftant- 
ly  ordered  the  Vernon  to  make  all 
fail,  hoifted  all  my  boats  out,  lent 
on  board  for  Lieutenant  Oakely 
and  the  leamen,  with  orders  to  fet 
fire  to  the  Santa  Catalina  before 
he  left  her.  She  blew  up  in  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  The  wind 
being  at  S.  E.  I  made  all  fail  from 
the  fix  fail,  and  determined  on 
proceeding  with  the  Vernon  to 
Madeira,  fire  being  now  in  want 
of  provifions  and  water.  We  had 
now  286prifoners  onboard,  whofe 
intention  to  attempt  rifing  we  had 
fortunately  difeorered,  encouraged 
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by  .  the  fuperiority  of  numbers, 
which  appeared  very  finking  to 
them. 


The  fpirited  behaviour  of  every 
officer,  and  of  the  (hip’s  company, 
is  fuperior  to  my  praife  ;  their  real 
value  and  merit  upon  this  occafion 
hath  (hewn  itfelf  in  much  ftrong- 
er  and  more  expreffive  terms  than 
I  am  mafter  of ;  but  ft  ill  it  be* 
comes  a  duty  incumbent  on  me  to 
feprefent  them  to  their  Jordfhips 
ts  defer ving  their  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection  ;  I  have  particular  plea fure 
in  fo  doing.  Lieut.  M*  Kin  ley, 
(id)  shifted  by  Mr.  James,  maf¬ 
ter*  were  very  affiduous  in  getting 
the  Suceefs’s  damages  repaired, 
as  well  as  they  could  admit.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Fownal  of  the  marines,  by 
the  greateft  attention  and  good 
example,  formed  a  party  that 
would  do  honour  to  veteran  fob 
diets.  Indeed,  Sir,  the  warrant, 
petty,  able,  &c.  did  their  duty 
in  fo  noble  a  manner,  that  I  feel 
myfelf  happy  in  rendering  them 
iny  public  thanks.  I  fit  all  hope, 
if  their  lord  drips  are  pleafed  to 
Conftder  the  condudt  of  the  Succefs 
on  this  occafion  as  deferving  their 
notice,  that  they  will  permit  me 
to  recommend  the  firft  lieutenant 
to  their  favour.  From  the  reports 
given  me  fince,  it  adds  to  my  fa- 
tisfaction  to  know,  that,  had  I 
not  been  obliged  to  fet  lire  to  the 
Catalina,  die  cOuld  not  have  fvvam, 
a  gale  of  wind  coming  on  imme¬ 
diately  after,  which  obliged  us  to 
lay  to  under  a  ftorm  flay  fail :  die 
was  the  largeft  frigate  in  the 
King  of  Spain’s  fervice  •  her  ex- 
adt  dlmefsftohs  I  have  received 
from  the  captain  ;  they  were  taken 
three  months  fince  when  fire  was 
coppered  at  Cadiz.  I  am  forty  to 
add,  that  amongft  the  lift  of  our 
wounded  is  Mr.  George  Hutchin- 


G  I  S  T  E  R,  17S2. 

fon  Boatfwain,  who  loft  his  arm  : 
the  fervice  will  lofe  a  very  valuable 
man. 


Dim en [tons  of  the  Santa  Catalina . 


Ft. 

lit. 

Length  of  keel 

—  i38 

1 1 

Length 

of  deck 

—  151 

10 

Extreme 

breadth 

—  7Q 

4 

Height 

of  middle  port 

when 

victualled 

for  four 

months  — 

-  8 

0 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Colonel 
Gladftanes  and  the  other  officers, 
padengers  on  board  the  Vernon 
ftore  diip,  for  their  attention,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  affifting  to  fecure  the 
prifoners. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervaht, 

Ch  a.  M.  Pole, 
Killed  in  the  Succefs,  1  ; 
wounded,  4. 


Admiralty  Office,  May  i3,  1782. 

Lord  Cranfton,  one  of  the  cap¬ 
tains  of  his  majefty’s  fir  ip  the  For¬ 
midable,  and  Capt.  Byron  of  the 
Andromache,  in  which  fhip  his 
lord fti ip  came  paffenger,  arrived 
early  this  morning  with  difpatches 
from  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  Bart,  to  Mr.  Stephens, 
of  which  the  following  are  copies. 

Sir, 

Fcrmitlalle  at  Sea ,  April  14,  1782. 
I  T  has  pleafed  God,  out  of  his 
1  divine  Providence,  to  grant  to 
his  majefty’s  arms  a  moft  complete 
victory  over  the  fleet  of  his  ene¬ 
my,  commanded  by  the  Count  de 
G  rnfte,  Who  Is  himfelf  captured 
with  the  V idler  de  Paris,  and  four 
other  (Lips  of  the  fleet,  belides 
one  funk  m  the  addon. 

This  important  victory  was  ob¬ 
tained  the  1 2th  inft  after  a  battle 

which 
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which  laded  with  unremitting  fury 
from  ('even  in  the  morning  till 
half  patl  fix  in  the  evening,  when 
the  letting  fun  put  an  end  to  the 
Cornell. 

Both  fleets  have  greatly  differ¬ 
ed  ;  but  it  is  with  the  highefl  fa- 
bsfaiffion  I  can  a  dure  their  lord¬ 
fhips,  that  though-the  mads,  fails, 
rigging,  and  hulls  of  the  Britifh 
fleet  are  damaged,  yet  the  lofs  of 
men  has  been  but  final  1,  confider- 
ing  the  length  of  the  battle  and 
the  ci-ofe  action  they  fo  long  fuf- 
tamed,  and  in  which  both  fleets 
locked  upon  the  honour  of  their 
king  and  country  to  be  mod  effen- 
tially  concerned. 

The  great  fuppty  of  naval 
fiores  lately  arrived  in  the  Wed 
Indies  will,  I  flatter  myfelt,  loon 
repair  all  the  damages  his  maje^ 
d-y’s  fleet  has  fuffiained. 

The  gallant  behaviour  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  fleet  I  had 
the  honour  to  command,  has  been 
fuch  as  nijiid  for  ever  endear  them 
to  all  lovers  of  their  king  and 
country. 

The  noble  behaviour  of  my  fe- 
pond  in  command,  Sir  Samuel 
Hood,  who  in  both  actions  mod 
confpicuoudy  exerted  himfeif,  de¬ 
mands  my  warmed  encomiums  ; 
my  third  in  command,  Rear  Ad¬ 
miral  Drake,  who*  with  his  divi- 
don  led  the  battle  on  the  12th 
indant,  deferves  the  highed  praife  ; 
nor  lefs  can  be  given  to  Commodore 
Affleck,  for  his  gallant  behaviour 
in  leading  the  centre  divifion. 

IVIy  own  captain,  Sir  Charles 
Douglas,  merits  every  thing  I  can 
pofflbly  fay ;  his  qnremitted  dili¬ 
gence  a net  activity,  greatly  eafed 
me  in  the  unavoidable  fatigue  of 
the  day. 

In  fhort,  I  want  words  to  exprefs 
ftndble  3  am  of  the  mwito- 


rious  conduct  of  all  the  captains, 
officers,  and  men,  who  had  a 
fhare  in  this  glorious  vi&ory,  ob¬ 
tained  by  rheir  gallant  exertions. 

1  he  enemy’s  whole  army,  con¬ 
fiding  of  5500  men,  were  on  board 
their  fhips  of  war  :  the  dedru&ion 
among  them  mud  be  prodigious, 
as  for  the  greated  part  of  the  ac¬ 
tion  every  gun  told  ;  and  their 
lordfhips  may  judge  what  havcck 
mud  have  been  made,  when  the 
Formidable  fired  near  eighty  broad- 
fid  es. 

Inclofed  T  have  the  honour  to 
fend  for  their  lordfhips  infpe&ion, 
the  Britifh  and  French  lines  of 
battle,  with  an  account  of  the  kill¬ 
ed  and  wounded,  and  damages 
fudained  by  his  majefty’s  fleet. 

Lord  Crandcn,  who  a£ted  as 
one  of  the  Captains  of  the  Formi¬ 
dable  during  both  actions,  and  to 
whofe  gallant  behaviour  I  am 
much  indebted,  will  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  delivering  thefe  difpatches. 
To  him  I  mud  refer  their  lord¬ 
fhips  for  every  minute  particular 
they  may  wifh  to  know,  he  being 
perfectly  mader  of  the  whole  tran- 
fadtiom 

That  the  Britifh  dag  may  for 
ever  flourifh  in  ever  quarter  of 
the  globe,  is  the  mod  ardent  wifk 
of  him,  who  has  the  honour  of 
being,  with  great  regard, 

Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

G.  B.  R  QD.K  e  y. 


A  1ft  of  the  French  fbips  taken .  - 

T  „  -  (  Had  on  board  in  the 

La  Vi  1  le  de  Paris  1 1  o  < 


Le  Glprieux 
Le  Csefar 
L’Hedlor 
L' Ardent 


action  1  300  men. 
74  753  men  1  5°  fdldiers 
74  750  men  150  ditto 
74  750  men  150  ditto 
<> 4  6;o  men  100  ditto 


Oxi2  funk,  narac  unknown. 


LINE 
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LINE  of  BATTLE. 


the  Larboard, 


Frigates. 


*  Lizard 

*  LaNymphe 
Champion  to  re¬ 
peat  .fignals 

Zebra 


A  left  o 


•  Convert 

Endymion 

Alarm 

Andromache 

*  Fertunee 


►a 

w 

S3 

s 

< 

to 


cs 

o 


Ships. 

CRoyal  Oak 
j  Alfred 
Montagu 
Yarmouth 
Valiant 


to  q  -  Barflcur 
Monarch 


w 

.J=  a 
£  o 
t;  c 

<  x 

Ui 

c a 

fa 


1 

a 

cf 

a 

a 

o 

^  n 

.  O 

«  > 

P3  rs 


War-.;  our 
Beiliqueux 
Centaur 
Magnificent 

{^Pr.  William 


Commanders. 
Thomas  Burnett 
William  Bayne 
George  Bowen 
Anthony  Parry 
S.  G.  Goodall 
f  Sir  Sam.  Hood,  Bart 
\  John  Knight 
Francis  Reynolds 
Sir  James  Wallace 
Alex.  Sutherland 
John  Ingieneld 
Robert  Linzee 
George  Wilkinfon 


Bedford 

Ajax 
Repulfe 
Canada 
St.  Albans 
Namur 


Flora  to  repeat 

r  A  .'it 
D  fS 
o  U 
fa  c 


fignals 


Alert 


Sybil 

*  Pegafus 

*  Salamander 

*  Germain 


CO 


fa 

<u 

•  *T3 

o 

w 

o 


C/3 


C  Com.  Edm.  Affleck 
\  Thomas  Graves 
N.  Charrington 
Thomas  Dumarefq 
Hon.  W.  Cornwallis 
Captain  Inglia 
Robert  Fanfliawe 
a-  Sir  G.B. Rodney,  Bt, 
j  P  -jr,  \  Sir  Ch.  Douglas,  Bt.' 

j  John  Symonds 
C  Lo:  d  Cranfton 
Allan  Gardner 
Benjamin  Caldwell 
Lord  Rob.  Manners 
Charles  Buckner 
Henry  Savage 
Samuel  Thompfon 


Duke 

Agamemnon 

Refolution 

Prothee 

Hercules 

America 


Blafl 


Triton 
Eurydice  to 
peat  fignals 


re- 


*  Santa  Monica 


C/3 


0  £ 

V,,  O 

2:| 

Q  , 

~  x 

2  * 

£  * 

HD  < 

v.  Q 

OS 

<u 

fa 


“RufTel 
*  Prudent 
Fame 
Anfon 
Torbay 
Pr.  George 

Prtncefla 

Conqueror 
Nonfuch 
Alcide 
Arrogant 


James  Saumarez 
Andrew  Barklay 
Robert  Barber 
William  Blair 
John  Lewis  Gidoin 
James  Williams 

C  Fr.  Sam.  Drake,  Efq. 

£Cha.  Knatchbull 
George  Balfour 
William  Trufcott 
Charles  Thompfon 
Samuel  Cornifh 


fMarlborough  Taylor  Penny 


the 

Marlborough 

guns. 

men. 

ki. 

etvd. 

tot. 

*'74 

600 

8 

3° 

38 

74 

600 

12 

40 

54 

74 

600 

12 

31 

43 

64 

5°o 

14 

33 

47 

74 

650 

IO 

a8 

38 

if 50 

767 

IO 

37 

47 

74 

600 

16 

33 

49 

74 

600 

5 

21 

26 

64 

50a 

4 

IO 

14 

74 

650 

No  returns. 

74 

600 

6 

1 1 

l7 

64 

u-v 

O 

O 

0 

0 

0 

}74 

617 

O 

17 

1 7 

74 

$5° 

9 

40 

49 

64 

500 

3 

1 1 

14 

74 

600 

12 

23 

35 

64 

5°° 

0 

6 

6 

90 

j 

750 

6 

*5 

3* 

>90 

750 

1$ 

39 

54 

90 

750 

13 

60 

73 

64 

500 

14 

24 

3S 

74 

600 

4 

35 

39 

64 

500 

5 

2-5 

3° 

74 

600 

7  , 

1 9 

26 

64 

500 

1 

1 

2 

74 

600 

IO 

29 

39 

64 

500 

Not 

in  action. 

74 

600 

3 

12 

64 

500 

3 

13 

16 

74 

600 

IO 

2-5 

35 

90 

n 

750 

9 

44 

33 

$7° 

577 

3 

22 

45 

74 

600 

7 

43 

3® 

64 

500 

3 

3 

6 

14 

600 

iV?  returns. 

74 

600 

0 

0 

0 

74 

600 

3 

16 

19 

Total  237  j66  1003 


All  accidental  frigates  t©  be  oppofite  the  centre  divifion. 

N.  B.  Thofe  marked  *  not  with  the  fleet  during  the  actions. 

[The  Gazet'e  by  feme  mijl&kc  makes  only  230  killed  and  759  wounded,  tbsugh  the  total 
when  Jummed  up  is  1003.J 

Returns 
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Returns  of  Officers  Killed  and  Wound¬ 
ed,  the  Q)tb  and  nth  of  April , 

178.2,  included  in  the  above  Liji. 

Royal  Oak. — Mr.  Gwatkin,  firft 
lieutenant,  killed  -y  captain  of  ma¬ 
rines,  wounded. 

Alfred. — Captain  Bain,  killed. 

Montagu. — Mr.  William  Cade, 
mafter,  killed  ;  L.ieutenants  Bree- 
don  and  Buchan  of  marines,  wound¬ 
ed. 

Valiant  — -Mr.  Richard  Wim- 
bleton,  lecond  lieutenant,  killed  ; 
Mr.  William  Brown,  fifth  lieute¬ 
nant,  and  Mr.  Backhoufe,  mafter, 
wounded. 

Warriour. — Mr.  Stone,  mafter, 
wounded. 

Centaur. — No  return ,  having  a 
prize  in  tow,  and  not  joined. 

Magnificent.  —  Capt.  Bagg  of 
the  marines,  wounded. 

Ajax.  —  Mr.  John  Elliot,  firft 
lieutenant,  Mr.  1  horn  as.  Refiner, 
pilot,  wounded. 

Repulfe-  —  Captain  of  marines, 
and  mafter,  wounded. 

Formidable. — Lieutenant  Hele, 
killed ;  Captain  Bell  and  Lieut. 
Harris  of  marines,  wounded. 

Duke. — Lieut.  Cornifh,  Mr. 
Cooper,  mafter,  Mr.  Scott,  boat- 
fwain,  wounded. 

Agamemnon  — Lieuts.  Incledon 
and  Brice,  urounded ;  the  latter 
ftnee  dead. 

Refolution. — Capt.  Right.  Hon. 
Lord  Robert  Manners,  wounded, 
and  ftnee  dead. 

Prothee. — Mr.  Thomas  Love, 
mafter,  wounded. 

Hercules. — Lieut.  Hobart  kill¬ 
ed  ;  Captain  Savage,  wounded. 

America.  —  Lieut.  Collowhill, 
killed  ;  Lieutenant  Trelawney, 
wounded. 

Anfon.—  Captain  Blair,  killed^ 
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Torbay. —  Lieut.  Mounier  of 
marines,  killed. 

Princefla. — Lieuts.  Dundas  and 
M'Douall,  and  Lieut.  Laban  of 
marines,  wounded. 

Alcide. — No  returns ,  having  a 
prize  in  tovu,  and  not  joined. 


Lift  of  the  Trench  FI  et  in  Fort 
Royal  Harbour ,  April  2,  1782. 


Ships.  Guns 

Ships •  Guns „ 

LiVilledePatisi  ip 

*  Dedin 

74 

L’Augu.fte 

80 

L  Le  Dauphin 

LeDuc  de  Bur- 

Royal 

74 

gogne 

80 

TLeMagnifique  74 

Le  Languedoc 

80 

*Le  Reflechi 

7+ 

*  Le  St.  Ei’prit 

So 

Le  Bien  Aime 

74 

■f  La  Couronne 

80 

Le  Sceptic 

74 

Le  Nt  prune 

So 

LeNorthurnber- 

J  Le  Triumph 

land 

74 

ant 

80 

Le  Conquerant 

74 

Le  Zele 

74 

Le  Marfeillois 

74 

Le  Glorieux 

74 

Le  Palmier 

74 

Ls  Citojen 

74 

L’Ardent 

64 

Le  Souverain 

74 

L’Eveille 

64 

Le  Magnanime 

74 

Le  Caton 

64 

Le  Cefar 

74 

Le  Jaion 

64 

Le  Ht6lor 

74 

Le  Fier,  armee 

J  Le  Brave 

74 

en  flute 

54 

Le  Pluton 

74 

Le  Minotaur, 

Le  Hercule 

74 

ditto 

74 

Le  Scipion 

74 

Le  Sagittaire 

54 

Le  Bourgogne 

74 

L'Exoeriment 

50 

Total,  36  fail 

of  the  line,  two 

50  gun  Chips,  13  frigates,  fevem 
armed  brigs  of  the  king’s,  2  fire- 
fhips,  1  cuiter. 

*  Out  of  repair, 
f  Joined  at  St.  Kitts, 
j  Arrived  with  theBreft  convoy: 

Sir, 

Formidable  at  Seay  April  1 4,  1782. 
I  muft  defire  you  will  pleafe  to 
acquaint  their  lordftbips,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  difpofition  I  had 
made  of  his  majefty’s  fleet  under 
my  command,  which  were  ftation- 
ed  to  windward  of  the  French 
i {lands,  in  a  line  ftretching  from 
jhe  latitude  of  Deliada  to  die  lati¬ 
tude 


I 
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tude  of  St.  Vincent,  with  a  line  of 
frigates  to  windward,  which  their 
lord/hips  may  perceive,  by  the 
difpofition  of  the  fleet  I  have  the 
honour  to  inclofe,  and  which  dif¬ 
pofition  was  thought  by  every  offi¬ 
cer  of  the  fleet  to  be  fuch,  as  to 
render  it  impoflibie  for  any  con¬ 
voy  botind  to  the  French  iflands 
to  efcape,  yet  notwithstanding  the 
•vigilance  of  every  captain  ''and 
officer,  the  enemy  found  means  to 
efcape  by  making  the  ifland  of  De- 
flada,  -and  creeping  clofe  in  under 
Gaudaloupe  and  Dominique,  they 
arrived  fafe  in  the  bay  of  Fort 
Royal  on  the  20th  and  21ft  of 
March. 

.Information  having  been  given 
me  of  this  unlucky  event,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  return  to 
the  bay  of  Gros  Met,  St.  Lucia, 
where  I  had  ordered  the  ftorefhips, 
victuallers,  and  trade  bound  to 
Jamaica,  to  rendezvous. 

On  my  arrival  in  that  bay, 
fcvery  difpatch  poffible  was  made  in 
refitting  the  fleet,  and  taking  in 
ft  ores  and  provifions  for  five 
months  ot  all  fpecies  for  the  whole 
fleet.  A  watchful:  eye  being  kept 
the  whole  time  on  the  French  fleet 
in  the  bay  of  Fort  Royal,  as  I 
knew  that  Count  de  Grade  would 
haflen  the  refitting  his  fleet,  and 
take,  the  firft  opportunity  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  the  place  of  "his  defti- 
nation. 

On  the  5ph  of  April  I  received 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
embarking  their  troops  on  board 
the  ftiips  cf  war,  and  concluded 
they  intended  to  fail  in  a  very 
few  days. 

Captain  Byron,  of  the  Andro¬ 
mache,  an  active,  brifk,  and  dili¬ 
gent  officer,  watched  their  mo* 
tions,  with  fuch  attention,  that  on 
the  8th  inftant  at  day  light,  he 


made  the  fignal  of  the  enemy’s 
coming  out,  and  (landing  to  the 
North  W eft  ;  I  inftantly  made  the 
fignal  to  weigh,  and  having  look¬ 
ed  into  the  bays  of  Fort  Royal 
and  St.  Pierre’s,  where  no  ene¬ 
my’s  drips  remained,  I  made  the 
fignal  for  a  general  chace,  and 
before  day  light  of  the  9th,  came 
up  with  the  enemy  under  Domi¬ 
nique,  where  both  fleets  were  be¬ 
calmed,  and  continued  fo  for  fome 
time.  The  enemy  firft  got  the  wind 
and  flood  towards  Guadaloupe ; 
my  van  divifion  under  that  gallant 
officer  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  received 
it  next  and  ftood  after  them.  At 
nine  the  enemy  began  to  canno¬ 
nade  my  van,  which  was  returned 
with  the  greateft  biilknefs. 

_  The  baffling  winds  under  Domi¬ 
nique  did  not  permit  part  of  the 
centre  divifion  to  get  into  action 
with  the  enemy’s  rear  till  half  paft 
eleven,  and  then  only  the  fihip 
next  to. me  in  the  line  of  battle. 

Their  lordfliips  may  eafily  ima¬ 
gine  the  mortification  it  muft  have 
been  to  the  fixteen  gallant  officers 
commanding  the  fhips  of  the  rear, 
who  could  only  be  fpeCtators  of  an. 
aCtion  in  which  it  was  not  in  their 
power  to  join,  being  detained  by 
the  calms  under  Dominique. 

The  enemy’s  cannonade  ceafed 
upon  my  rear’s  approach,  but  not 
before  they  had  done  confiderable 
damage  to  the  fhips  of  the  van, 
and  di fabled  the  Royal  Oak  and 
Montagu,  and  his  majefty  had  loft 
a  gallant  officer,  viz,  Capt.  Bayne 
of  the  Alfred,  and  a  number  of 
officers  and  feamen,  as  mentioned 
in  the.  account  transmitted  to  their 
lordfliips  ;  but  fuch  was  the  fteady 
behavio'ur  of  Sir  Samuel  Hood  and 
the  fhips  of  the  van,  that  the  ene¬ 
my  received  more  damage  than 
they  occafioned. 

The 
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The  night  of  the  9th  inftant  the 
fleet  lay  to,  to  repair  their  da¬ 
mages.  The  10th  they  continued 
to  turn  to  windward  under  an 
eafy  fail,  the  enemy’s  fleet  con¬ 
tinuing  to  do  the  fame,  and  al¬ 
ways  had  it  in  their  power  to  come 
to  action,  which  they  mod  cauti- 
oufly  avoided,  and  rendered  it 
impoffible  for  me  to  force  them  in 
the  fltuation  they  were  in,  between 

j  7 

the  Saints  and  ifland  of  Domi¬ 
nique.  On  the  11th  of  April,  the 
enemy  having  gained  conflderably 
to  windward,  and  the  wind  blow¬ 
ing  a  frefli  and  fteady  gale,  I  made 
the  fignal  for  .a  general  chace  to 
windward,  which  continued  the 
whole  day.  Towards  fun-fet, 
fome  of  the  headmoft  fhips  of  the 
fleet  had  approached  near  to  one 
of  the  enemy’s  fliips  that  had  re¬ 
ceived  damage  in  the  late  adtion, 
and  had  certainly  taken  her',  if 
Count  de  Graffe  had  not  bore 
«lown  with  his  whole  fleet  for  her 
protection,  which  brought  him  fo 
near,  that  I  flattered  myfelf  he 
would  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
engaging  him  the  next  day.  With 
that  view  I  threw  out  the  fignal 
for  the  form  of  failing,  and  flood 
with  the  whole  fleet  to  the  louth- 
ward  till  two  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  then  tacked,  and  had  the 
happinefs  at  day-light  to  find  my 
reoft  fanguine  defire  was  near  be¬ 
ing  accomplifhed,  by  my  having  it 
in  my  powjsr  to  force  the  enemy  to 
battle.  Not  one  moment  was  loft 
in  putting  it  into  execution  :  the 
confequences  have  been  fuch  as  I 
have  had  the  honour  to  reprefent 
in  my  former  letter  of  this  day  ; 
and  can  fay  no  more,  than  that 
too  much  praife  cannot  be  given 
to  the  gallant  officers  ar.d  men  of 
Ye l.  XXV, 
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the  fleet  I  had  the  honour  to  com¬ 
mand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  B.  Rodney. 

N-.  B.  Lord  Cranflon  and  Capt. 
Byron  relate,  that  the  Caffar,  one 
ot  the  captured  fliips,  loon  after 
flie  was  taken  polleflion  of  took 
fire  by  accident  and  blew  up,  and 
a  confiderable  number  of  the 
people  on  board  her  unfortunately 
periflied  ;  and  that  Lord  Robert 
Manners  died  in  his  pafiage  home 
in  the  Andromache. 


Paris,  July  9. 
Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Count  ds 
Guichen ,  to  the  Marquis  de  Ca- 
ftries.  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Marine  Department  ;  dated  at  Sea> 
on  board  the  Terrible,  June  27. 
HAVE  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  the  combined  fleet  has 
had  very  little  wind  flnce  its  depar¬ 
ture  from  Cadiz,  which,  however, 
would  not  have  retarded  us  much 
had  it  not  become  quite  contrary 
at  the  entrance  of  the  bay.  We 
were  a  little  recompenfed  after¬ 
wards  by  meeting  with  a  fleet  of 
the  enemy’s  fliips,  which  we  de- 
fcried  the  25th  of  June,  in  lat. 
47.  36.  N.  and  15.  20.  W.  from 
the  meridian  of  Paris. 

This  fleet,  compofed  of  18  fail, 
was  efcorted  by  the  Portland,  of 
50  guns ;  the  Oifeau,  of  32  ;  the 
Danae,  of  24 ;  and  the  Merlin 
floop  :  it  was  deftined  for  Canada 
and  Newfoundland,  Our  frigates 
have  taken  the  18  fliips,  but  could 
not  come  up  with  the  fliips  that 
convoyed  them.  At  the  departure 
of  the  courier  from  Breft,  the 
prizes  appeared  off  Ufliant. 

Lijl  of  Ships  taken. 

The  Jenny,  250  tons,  Captain 

John 
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John  Stewart,  laden  with  fpirits, 
fait,  &c.  1  2  men  $  the  Commerce, 
250  tons,  Capt.  Edward  Prichard, 
laden  with  provifions,  10  men  j 
The  Eagle,  300  tons,  Capt.  Wil¬ 
liam  Crones,  laden  with  provi* 
Hons,  36  men  *  the  John,  170  tons, 
provifions,  22  men  ;  the  Fogo,  40 
tons,  Capt.  jofeph  Bickguen,  pro¬ 
vifions,  7  men  ;  the  Canada,  Capt. 
John  Karokins,  250  tons,  laden 
with  provifions  ;  the  Maria,  three 
mails,  laden  with  provifions  ;  the 
Jenny,  three  mails,  Capt.  Willi¬ 
ams,  provifions,  24  men  j  the 
Kingflon,  16  men,  provifions  ■  the 
Garland,  Capt.  Robert  Float,  1  20 
tons,  laden  with  provifions  ;  the 
Lively,  provifions  and  wine,  9 
men  ;  the  Charak,  Capt.  James 
Willarche,  150  tons,  laden  with 
provifions  •  the  Providence,  Capt. 
John  Ebiter,  provifions ;  the  Nan¬ 
cy,  Capt.  Thomas  Cawley,  laden 
with  provifions,  1  2  men  ;  the  Mag¬ 
dalen,  Capt.  Boukay,  provifions, 
12  men  •  the  St.  George,  100 
tons,  provifions,  1 2  men  ;  the  Ad¬ 
miral  Campbell,  70  tons  and  8  men, 
laden  with  provifions  ;  the  Her¬ 
mit,  Capt.  David  Nunny,  1 1  men, 
laden  with  provifions  and  wine. 


Whitehall ,  Nov.  16. 

The  letters,  of  which  the  following 
are  copies  and  extradl,  from  the 
Right  Lion.  General  Elliot,  Go¬ 
vernor  of  Gibraltar,  were  re¬ 
ceived  on  Thurfclay  lafl  at  the 
office  of  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Townfliend,  his  majefty’s  Prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
home  department. 

(COP  Y) 

Gibraltar,  Sept.  1$,  17S2. 
My  Lord, 

HE  enemy  having  collected 
his  whole  force  by  lea  and 


land  ;  44  fail  of  the  line,  beftdeT 
3  inferior  *two-deCkers  ;  10  batter¬ 
ing  fliips,  5  bomb-ketehes,  feveral 
frigates  and  xebecques,  a  great 
number  of  gun  and  mortar  boats, 
a  large  floating  battery,  many 
armed  veflels,  and  near  300  boats, 
purpofely  conftru&ed  for  carrying 
troop's : 

Their  land  batteries  mounted 
with  above  100  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  an  equal  number  of  mortars 
and  howitzers  ' 

An  army  of  near  forty  thoufand 
men  : 

On  the  13th  inflant,  at  eight  in 
the  morning,  all  the  battering 
Blips,  commanded  by  Don  Buen- 
ventura  Moreno,  rear  admiral, 
were  put  in  motion,  and  came 
forward  to  the  feveral  ftations  pre- 
vioufiy  determined  they  fliou’d 
take  up.  The  Admiral  being 
placed  upon  the  capital  of  the 
King’s  Baflian,  the  other  Blips 
extending  three  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  flag,  as  far  as  the  Church 
Battery;  five  to  the  northward, 
about  the  height  of  the  Old  Mole  j 
and  one  a  very  little  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  the  admiral ;  by  a  quarter 
before  ten,  they  were  anchored  in 
line  at  thediftance  of  1000  to  1200 
yards  :  immediately  a  heavy  can¬ 
nonade  began  from  all  the  fhips, 
lupported  by  the  cannon  and  mor¬ 
tars  in  the  enemy’s  lines  and  ap¬ 
proaches.  At  the  fame  inftant  our 
batteries  opened  with  hot  and  cold 
fhot  from  the  guns ;  and  fliells 
from  the  howitzers  and  mortars. 
This  firing  continued,  without  in- 
termiffion,  on  both  fides,  until 
noon,  when  that  of  the  enemy, 
from  their  fhips,  feemed  to  flacken, 
although  but  little.  About  two 
o’clock  the  admiral’s  fliip  was  ob- 
ferved  to  fmoke,  as  if  on  fire,  and 

a  few 
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si  few  men  bttfy  upon  the  roof, 
Searching  for  the  caufe.  Our  bat¬ 
teries  never  difcontinued  ;  the 
enemy’s  fire  from  the  fhips  gra¬ 
dually  decreafed.  About  (even  in 
the  evening  they  fired  from  a  few 
guns,  and  that  only  at  intervals. 
At  midnight  the  Admiral’s  fhip 
was  plainly  difcovered  beginning 
to  burn  $  an  hour  after  it  was 
completely  in  flames  ;  eight  more 
of  the  fliips  took  fire  in  fucceflion. 
Signals  of  diftrefs  being  now  made, 
the  launches,  feluccas,  and  boats 
of  the  whole  fleet  began  to  take 
out  the  men  from  on  board  the 
burning  fhips.  Many  fliot  were 
ft  ill  fired  from  thofe  in  which  the 
flames  had  yet  made  no  confide- 
rable  progrefs  ;  and  the  fire  from 
the  enemy’s  batteries  on  fhore  did 
not  in  the  leaft  diminifti.  Briga¬ 
dier  Curtis,  who  with  his  fquadron 
of  gun-boats,  lay  ready  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  any  favourable  circum- 
ftance,  left  the  New  Mole,  at 
two  o’clock,  and  about  three 
formed  a  line  upon  the  enemy’s 
flank,  advancing  and  firing  with 
great  order  and  expedition  ;  which 
fo  aftonifhed  and  difconcerted  the 
enemy,  that  they  fled  precipitately 
with  all  their  boats,  abandoning  the 
ftiips,  in  which  fome  officers  and 
numbers  of  their  men,  including 
many  wounded,  were  left  to  pe- 
rifh.  'Fhis  unavoidably  muft  have 
been  their  wretched  fate,  had  they 
not  been  dragged  from  amidft  the 
flames  by  the  perfonal  intrepidity 
of  Brigadier  Curtis,  at  the  utmoft 
hazard  of  his  own  life,  a  life  in¬ 
valuable  to  his  majefty’s  fervice. 
For  fome  time  1  felt  the  utmoft 
anguifh,  feeing  his  pinnace  clofe 
to  one  of  the  largeft  fliips-  at  the 
inftant  flie  blew  up,  and  fpread 
her  wreck  to  a  vaft  extent  all 
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round.  The  black  cloud  of  fmoke 
being  difperfed,  1  was  again  re¬ 
vived  by  the  fight  of  his  pinnace, 
little  apprehending  that  the  briga¬ 
dier  was  in  the  utmoft  danger  of 
finking,  fome  pieces  of  timber 
having  fallen  into,  and  pierced 
the  boat  (killing  the  cockfwain, 
and  others  of  the  men)  fcarce  any 
hope  left  of  reaching  the  fhore. 
Providentially  he  was  faved  by 
flopping  the  hole  with  the  Tea¬ 
men’s  jackets,  until  boats  arrived 
to  their  relief.  One  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  was  funk  at  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  re¬ 
maining  eight  fhips  feverally  blew 
up  with  violent  explofions  ;  one 
only  efcaped  the  effe&s  of  our  fire, 
which  it  was  thought  proper  to 
burn,  there  being  no  poffibility  of 
preferving  her. 

The  admiral’s  flag  remained  fly¬ 
ing  on  board  his  fhip  till  fhe  was 
totally  confumed. 

Your  lordfhip  will  be  pleafed 
to  inform  his  majefty,  that  the 
royal  artillery  additional  gunners 
and  marine  brigade  only  could  be 
employed  on  this  fervice,  which 
they  executed  with  the  deliberate 
coolnefs  and  precifion  of  fchool 
practice,  but  their  exertion  was  in¬ 
finitely  fuperior.  The  fire  wasin- 
ceflanr,  and  the  batteries  abun¬ 
dantly  fupplied  with  ammunition  ; 
every  foldier  in  the  garrifon,  not 
on  duty,  eagerly  prefling  to  fhare 
in  the  honourable  labours  of  the 
day.  The  enemy’s  daring  at¬ 
tempt  by  fea  was  effectually  de¬ 
feated  by  the  conftant  and  well 
fupported  fire  from  our  batteries  ; 
but  the  well-timed,  judicious,  and 
fpirited  attack  made  by  Brigadier 
Curtis,  rendered  this  fuccefs  a 
complete  vi&ory. 
fi?i  2 


Tbe. 


I 


60]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


The  enemy’s  lofs,  killed,  burnt, 
drowned,  and  wounded,  mu  ft  have 
been  great  indeed. 

I  indole  a  lift,  No.  1.  of  the 
fillips  deftroyed,  No.  2.  of  prifon- 
ers  taken,  ail  by  Brigadier  Curtis, 
except  one  Spanifti  officer,  and 
eleven  French  foldiers,  who,  out 
of  fourfeore,  efcaped  on  the  wreck 
of  their  boat.  Two  large  launches 
from  the  fleet  were  taken  with  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to 
them.  The  fincere  gratitude  all 
the  prifoners  of  war  expreffed  for 
their  deliverance  from  the  various 
horrors  that  furrounded  them,  af¬ 
forded  the  higheft  fatisfaCtion  to 
humanity. 

I  am  happy  to  fry,  my  lord, 
that  notwithftanding  the  enemy’s 
violent  effort,  our  lofs  has  not 
been  great  in  numbers  ;  yet  fuch 
gallant  individuals  mull  ever  be 
regretted. 

Capt.  Reeves,  of  the  royal  ar¬ 
tillery,  was  the  only  officer  killed, 
and  is  much  to  be  lamented  for 
his  knowledge  and  conftant  tin- 
wearied  attention  to  every  duty. 
Our  wounded  officers  will  all  do 
well,  and  we  are  hopeful  not  to 
lofe  many  of  the  foldiers. 

The  Duke  de  Crillon,  a  gene¬ 
ral  of  the  higheft  reputation,  hav¬ 
ing  the  chief  command  of  the  al¬ 
lied  forces,  princes  of  royal  blood 
of  France,  dignified  characters  of 
Europe,  firft  nobility  of  Spain, 
and  great  military  officers,  being 
prefent  with  the  befieging  army, 
an  amazing  concourfe  cf  fpeCta- 
tors,  that  filled  the  camp,  and 
covered  the  adjacent  hills  on  this 
occafion,  induce  us  to  believe,  the 
combined  powers  had  formed  the 
moft  finguine  expectations  of  fuc- 
cefs  from  their  battering  fhips, 
deemed  perfeCt  in  dsfign,  coin- 


pleated  by  dint  of  prodigious  la¬ 
bour,  and  unlimited  protufion  of 
expence  ;  and,  by  common  report, 
pronounced  invincible. 

I  am,  my  lord,  with  refpeCt,  &c. 

G.  A.  Eliot t. 

To  the  Earl  of  Shel¬ 
burne ,  Cfi  c .  Cfc.  Of  c. 

(C  O  P  Y) 

Gibraltar,  Sept.  zB,  17 82. 

My  Lord, 

THE  public  difpatches  will  be 
deli  vered  by  Capt  Vallotton,  my 
firft  aid  de  camp,  who  is  fuffici- 
ently  well  informed  to  anfwer  any 
farther  particulars  your  lerdfihip 
may  wifli  to  have  minutely  ex¬ 
plained. 

Capt.  Vallotton  is  an  aCtive, 
intelligent,  and  zealous  officer  •'  if 
his  majefty  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
heftow  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
him,  I  am  lure  he  will  never  prove 
undefervin.g-. 

I  am,  my  lord,  &c.  Sic. 

G.  A.  Eliott, 
The  Earl  of  Shelburne , 
fefc.  Ofc.  &c. 

(£  X  T  R  A  C  T.) 

Gibraltar,  OB.  z,  1  7 82 . 

THE  night  of  the  30th  inftant, 
between  10  and  12,  the  enemy’s 
mortar  boats  threw  a  number  of 
fliells  for  the  town,  incampments, 
and  hofpital  :  at  the  fame  time 
the  land  batteries  increafed  the 
quantity  of  their  fire  j  but  no  in¬ 
jury  was  done  to  our  works,  ftores, 
or  magazines. 

Ex  trail  of  the  Returns  of  Killed  and 

W ounded  in  the  federal  Corps  at 

Gibraltar ,  from  Auguft  gth  to 

Odohsr  yyth,  1782,  inclufive. 

6  ferjeants,  1  drummer,  58  rank 
and  file  killed. 

2  Majors,  2  captains,  2  captain- 
lieutenants,  (one  fince  dead)  6 

lieu- 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [z6i 


lieutenants,  (one  fince  dead)  20 
ferjeants,  2  drummers,  366  rank 
and  hie,  wounded 

frames  of  Officers  wounded. 

7$th  Reg  Lieut.  Whittam. 

7  2d  Reg-  Major  Horsfall. 

7 3<7  Reg.  Capt.  Mac  Kenfie, 
Lieut.  Wharton,  Lieut.  Kennith 
M' Kenfie. 

Artillery.  Major  Lewis,  Capt. 
Grove,  Capt. -lieutenant  Seward, 
Lieut.  Boag,  Lieut.  Godfrey. 

Wounded  and  jince  dead. 
Artillery.  Captain  -  lieutenant 
Reeves,  Lieut.  Grumly. 

London  Gazette  Extraordinary, 

Friday ,  fronj  ember  8. 
Admiralty  Office,  Ncv.  7,  178a. 

APT  AIN  Henry  Duncan,  of 
his  Majefiy’s  fhip  the  Victory, 
arrived  this  morning  with  dis¬ 
patches  from  Lord  Vifcount  Howe, 
and  alto  with  difpatches  from  Capt. 
Curtis,  of  the  Brilliant,  who  com¬ 
manded  the  brigade  of  Teamen  at 
Gibraltar,  of  which  the  following 
are  extracts. 

Extradl  of  Triplicate  of  a  Letter 
from  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  to  Mr. 
Stephens ,  dated  on  board  the  Vic¬ 
tory ,  Oftuber  21,  1782,  Cape 
Spartel  E .  N.  E.  4O  leagues. 
RESERVING  the  more  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  my  proceedings 
to  be  delivered  on  my  return  to 
England,  I  fend  the  Peggy  cutter 
now  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  Lords  Commif- 
fioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  after 
much  delay  by  contrary  winds  and 
very  unfavourable  weather,  the 
fleet  arrived  off  Cape  St.  Vincent 
on  the  9th  inftant. 


According  to  the  advices  previ- 
oufly  obtained,  I  had  reafon  to 
expcCt  to  find  the  enemy  cfF  Cape 
St.  Mary's  ;  but  by  authentic  in¬ 
telligence  I  had  then  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  procure,  1  learnt  that  the 
coPnbined  fleets,  confiding  of  fifty 
fail  of  three  and  two  decked  ihips, 
had  taken  a  ftation,  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  in  Gibraltar  Bay. 

In  the  morning  of  the  iith  the 
fleet  entered  the  Straits,  and  the 
van  arriving  off  Gibraltar  Bay  a 
fhort  time  after  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  a  very  favourable  opportu¬ 
nity  offered  for  the  ftore-fhips  to 
have  reached  their  deffined  an¬ 
chorage  without  moleftation  from 
the  enemy;  but,  for  want  of  timely 
attention  to  the  circumftances  of 
the  navigation,  pointed  out  in 
the  infiruCtions  communicated  by 
Capt.  Curtis,  only  four  of  the 
thirty-one,  which  had  kept  com¬ 
pany  with  the  fleet  on  the  paflage, 
effected  their  purpofe.  • 

Very  tempeftuous  weather  in  the 
night  of  the  10th  had  put  two  of 
the  enemy’s  two-decked  fhips  on 
(Bore,  a  third  loft  her  foremaft 
and  bowfprit,  and  a  fourth  had 
been  driven  under  the  works  of 
the  garrifbn  and  captured  :  two 
more  went  out  of  the  bay  to  the 
eaftward.  With  the  reft  of  their 
force  they  put  to  fea  the  evening 
of  the  13th,  to  interrupt  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  the  remaining  (tore' 
ftiips  ;  and  having  the  wind  at 
W.  N.  W.  they  bore  down  upon 
the  fleet  then  off  Fangerole*,  in 
order  of  battle.  Upon  fight  ot 
the  fleet  ((landing  to  the  louth- 
ward)  about  nine  that  night,  they 
appeared  to  haul  to  the  wind  on 


*  Fungerola  is  fmiated  fifteen  leagues  north  eaft  of  Gibraltar,  exactly 
between  Marvella  and  Malaga. 
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the  larboard  tack.  In  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  14th,  the  fleet  being  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  enemy  flx  or 
ieven  leagues,  and  the  wind  chang¬ 
ing  foon  after  to  the  eaftward,  the 
opportunity  was  taken  to  pafs 
ftich  of  the  ftore-fliips  as  were 
then  with  the  fleet  into  the  bay. 

On  the  night  of  the  1 8th,  the 
reft  *of  the  ftore-fliips,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  a  fpeeiat  rendez¬ 
vous  with  the  Buffalo,  on  fight 
of  the  enemy  on  the  1 3  th  (the 
Thompfon  victualler,  that  had 
parted  company  in  the  mean  time, 
excepted)  were  likewife  anchored 
in  Rofia  Bay.  The  troops,  em¬ 
barked  in  the  fliips  of  war,  toge¬ 
ther  with  a  large  fupply  of  powder, 
being  landed  at  the  fame  time, 
and  the  wants  of  the  garrifon 
amply  provided  for  in  every  re- 
lpe£t,  I  propofed  taking  advantage 
immediately  of  the  eaiterly  wind, 
which  had  prevailed  the  two  or 
three  preceding  days,  for  return¬ 
ing  through  the  Straits  to  the 
weftward. 

At  break  of  day  on  the  19th, 
the  combined  force  of  the  enemy 
was  feen  at  a  little  diftance  to  the 
N.  E.  The  fleet  being  at  that 
time  fo  nearly  between  Europa 
and  Ceuta  Points,  that  there  was 
not  fpace  to  form  in  order  of 
battle  on  either  tack,  I  lepafled 
the  Straits,  followed  by  the  enemy. 

The  wind  changing  next  morn¬ 
ing  (the  20tb)  to  the  northward, 
the  combined  fleets  (confifting  of 
forty  five  or  forty-fix  fillips  of  the 
line)  {fill  retained  the  advantage 
©f  the  wind. 

The  Britifih  fleet  being  formed 
to  leeward  to  receive  them,  they 
were  left,  uninterruptedly,  to  take 
*he  diftance  at  which  they  flioiild 


think  fit  to  engage.  They  began 
their  cannonade  at  fun-fet  on  the 
van  and  rear,  feeming  to  point 
their  chief  attack  on  the  latter, 
and  continued  their  fire  along  the 
whole  line,  at-  a  confiderable  dif¬ 
tance,  and  with  little  tffeft,  until 
ten  at  night.  It  was  returned  oc- 
cafionally  from  different  {hips  of 
the  fleet,  as  their  nearer  approach 
at  times  afforded  a  more  favour¬ 
able  opportunity  for  making  any 
impreflion  upon  them. 

The  enemy  hauling  their  wind, 
and  the  Britifh  fleet  keeping  on 
all  night  with  the  full  fail  direfted 
before  the  commencement  of  their 
fire,  the  fleets  are  How  much  fe- 
parated  ;  but  as  I  conceive  the 
knowledge  of  the  relief  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  may  be  of  much  eonfe- 
quence  at  this  time,  I  .take  the 
opportunity,  while  it  is  now  al- 
moft  calm,  and  the  fillips  are  re* 
fitting  the  damages  they  have 
fiuftained  in  their  mafts  and  rigging 
by  the  enemy’s  fire,  to  forward 
this  difpatch  without  further  delay. 

P.  S.  The  Minerva  naval  tranf- 
port,  with  the  baggage  of  the  re¬ 
giments  embarked  in  the  fillips  of 
war,  feparated  from  the  fleet  in 
the  night  of  the  13th,  and  was,  l 
hear,  fince  taken  by  the  enemy. 

Extrabl  of  a  Letter  from  Lord  Vif  - 
count  Howe  to  Mr.  Stephens , 
dated  on  board  the  ViElory,  at 
fea,  Obi.  24,  17S2. 

SIR 

DEEMING  it  eflenlial  to  his 
Majefty’s  fervice,  that  the  debark¬ 
ation  of  the  troops  and  flores  at 
Gibraltar  fihould  be  communicated 
to  the  Lords  Commifiioners  of  the 
Admiralty  as  foon  as  poffible,  I 
fent  the  Peggy  cutter  the  %  x  ft  inft. 

with 
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with  a  general  report  of  my  pro¬ 
ceedings,  in  execution  of  my 
orders,  to  that  period. 

A  duplicate  of  that  report  went 
in  the  Buffalo,  ordered  for  Eng¬ 
land  the  next  day  on  account  of 
the  {fate  of  her  wounded  marts  ^ 
and  I  enclofe  a  triplicate  of  the 
lame  by  this  conveyance,  to  con¬ 
ned  the  relation  of  the  different 
circumftances  refpeding  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  fleet,  which  have 
iince  occurred.  Some  of  thefhips 
having  fuftained  more  damage  in 
•their  marts  and  yards  by  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  on  the  20th  than  was 
at  .firft  obferved,  the  neceffary  re¬ 
pairs  were  not  completed  until  the 
2,2d.  But  as  it  was  rnortly  calm 
in  the  mean  time,  no  advantage 
could  have  been  made  of  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  follow  the  enemy, 
(who,  when  lart  feen  on  the  21  ft, 
were  Handing  off  to  N.  N.  W.  by 
the  wind  on  the  ftarboard  tack)  if 
the  marts  had  been  earlier  feared. 

A  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
will  likewife  accompany  this  dif- 
patch.  1  have  only  to  exprefs  my 
yegret,  that  the  little  confidence 
the  enemy  flicwed  in  their  fupe- 
riority,  by  keeping  always  as  near 
as  they  could  haul  to  the  wind, 
prevented  the  full  efted  of  the 
animated  exertions,  which,  I  am 
lure,  wo/dd  have  been  made  by 
every  officer  and  feaman  in  the 
fleet  under  my  command,  if  they 
could  have  clofed  with  their  oppo¬ 
nents  :  but  as  I  judged  fuch  nearer 
approach  could  not  then  be  lea- 
fonably  attempted,  I  made  no 
change  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
fhips  as  formed  at  firft  to  receive 
the  enemy. 

For  firnilar  reafons  I  do  not 
dwell  more  particularly  on  the 
merits  of  the  flag  officers  of  the 


fleet  on  the  fame  occafion,  being 
certain  they  would  difregard  any 
commendations  of  their  efforts  a- 
gainft  an  enemy  who  declined  giv¬ 
ing  them  an  opportunity  to  dif- 
charge  the  duty  of  their  ftations, 
in  repelling  a  more  ferious  attack 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  re¬ 
minded  of  the  advantages  derived 
to  his  majerty’s  iervice,  from  the 
extenfive  knowledge  of  the  diffi¬ 
cult  navigation  within  the  Straits 
acquired  by,  and  the  unremitting 
afliduity  of  my  firft  captain,  Le- 
•vefon  Gower. 

Having  had  but  very  little  wind 
from  the  N.  E  chiefly  rtnee  the 
2 1  ft,  I  .cannot  much  longer,  with 
prudence,  (under  the  reduced  ftate 
of  the  water  and  ftores  in  many  of 
the  fhips)  make  the  purfuit  of  the 
enemy’s  fleet,  which  I  fuppofe  are 
on  their  return  to  Cadiz,  the  firft 
obje.dt  of  my  attention. 

Capt.  Duncan,  of  .the  Viflory, 
taking  his  paffage  in  the  Latona, 
is  charged  wkh  this  difpatch  ;  and 
as  Capt.  Curtis,  who  was  fent  off 
to  me  for  the  laft  time  the  19th, 
with  Gen  Eliott’s  confidential  fen¬ 
time  nts,  could  not  be  put  on  fliore 
again,  in  ccnfequence  of  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  enemy  from  the  eaft- 
ward  that  morning.  I  have  ap¬ 
pointed  him  to  command  the  Vic* 
lory  for  the  time  being,  until  their 
lordfhip’s  pleafure  is  fignified  for 
his  future  condud;. 

Return  of  the  Killed  and  iVounded , 
from  the  Fire  of  the  Combined 
Fleets ,  Obi.  20,  1782. 

LINE  OF  BATTLE. 

Van  Squad,  or  of  Commander  i?i  2 d poft , 
Firft  or  Starboard  Divifton. 

Seam,  or  Mar.  Officers. 
Ships  Names.  killed.  %vJ.  killed,  ltd. 
Goliah  4.  14  02 

Ganges  6  22  01 

[R]  4  Royal 
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Seam.  or 

Mar. 

Officers. 

Ships  Names.  killed,  zud. 

killed. 

Royal  William  2 

Britannia,  V.  A.l  g 
Barrington.  ) 

1  t 

O 

2 

1 2 

O 

I 

Atlas  2 

3 

O 

O 

Ruby  6 

0 

O 

O 

Second  or  Larboard  DMiJion. 

Panther  2 

1 4 

I 

O 

Foucboynnt  4 

7 

O 

I 

Edgar,  Commod,  | 
Flotha?n  j 

6 

O 

O 

Polyphemus  0 

1 

@ 

3 

Suffolk.  0 

0 

O 

0 

Vigilant  i 

2 

0 

0 

Center  Squad',  or  of  Commander  in  Chief. 


Fir ft  or  Starboard  Dinjifion . 


Courageaux 

O 

4 

1 

0 

Crown 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Alexander 

2 

4 

0 

0 

Sampfon 

2 

0 

0 

© 

Princefs  Royal 
'V uftorv,  Com-  \ 

1 

) 

0 

0 

0 

wander  in  Chief  [ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Second  or  Larboard  DM  if  on. 

Blenheim 

2 

*  3 

0 

0 

A  ft  a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Egmont 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Queen,  R.  A. 
Hood.  j 

1 

4 

0 

0 

Bellona 

0 

0 

0 

Q 

RearSquad.  or  of  Commander  in  yi 'pof. 


Second  or  Starboard  Divijion. 


Raifonnable  j 

0 

0 

0 

Fortitude  2 

9 

0 

0 

Princefs  Amelia,  h 

Rear  Ad.  Sir  >4 

5 

0 

0 

R.  Hughes  j 

Berwick  O 

5 

1 

0 

Bienfail'ant  •& 

4 

0 

0 

Firji  or  Larboard  DMifon. 

Dublin  0 

0 

0 

0 

Cambridge  3 

4 

1 

2 

Ocean,  Vice  Ad 

Mil  bank.  J  0 

0 

0 

p 

Union  5 

15 

0 

0 

Buffalo  6 

*4 

0 

2 

Vengeance  2 

J 1 

0 

3 

Total,  68  killed  ; 

ac8  W 

founded 

• 

Frigates,  &e.  as 

before,  except 

the  Tifiphone,  difarmed, 

and  laden 

with  powder,  left  at  Gibraltar  the 
19th  inftant, 

Offcers  Names  killed  and  wounded. 
Go/ia/j.  Mr.  Wheatiy,  third  lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  Mr.  W ooden,  mafter, 
(lightly  wounded- 

Ganges.  Capt.  Fielding  wounded 
in  the  anil. 

Royal  William  Mr.  Willis,  fecond 
lieutenant,  loft  his  right  thigh, 
the  third  lieutenant  wounded  in 
the  leg  and  arm. 

Britannia.  Boatfwain  wounded, 
loft  his  leg. 

Panther.  Mr.  Robert  Sturges, 
mibfhipman ,  killed . 

Courageaux.  Mr.  Auguftus  Her- 
vey,  midfhipman,  killed. 
Berwick.  Mr.  John  Lampen, 
fourth  lieutenant,  killed. 
Cambridge.  Mr.  Baxter,  midfhip- 
man,  killed. 

Buffalo.  Bcatfwain  and  mailer’s 
mate  wounded. 

Vengeance.  Second  lieutenant  Eaft- 
ly,  wounded. 

Howe. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis ,  of  bis  Majedfy  s  fjip  Bril • 
liant ,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
Gamp  at  Europa,  Gibraltar ,  Sep¬ 
tember  15,  1782- 
BE  pleafed  to  acquaint  my  Lords 
Commiftioners  that  the  combined 
fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  confid¬ 
ing  of  thirty- eight  fail  of  the  line, 
arrived  in  this  bay  on  the  12th 
inftant  ;  fix  fail  of  the  line  were 
here  before. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  13th,  the  ten  battering 
flips  of  the  enemy  lying  at  the 
head  of  the  bay  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Admiral  Moreno,  began 
to  get  under  fail  in  order  to  come 
a  gain  ft  the  garrifon  j  every  thing 

was 
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was  in  readinefs  for  their  recep¬ 
tion.  At  ten  the  admiral’s  iliip 
was  placed  about  one  thoufand 
yards  from  the  King’s  Baftion, 
and  commenced  his  fire.  The 
others  were  very  fhortly  afterwards 
polled  to  the  north  and  fouth  of 
him,  at  fmall  diftances  ai under, 
and  began  their  cannonade.  They 
were  all  fixed  to  the  ifations  al¬ 
lotted  them  in  a  mallerly  manner. 
Our  batteries  opened  as  the  enemy 
came  before  them  :  the  fire  was 
very  heavy  on  both  Tides  :  the  red- 
hct  fhot  were  fent  with  fuch  pre- 
cifion  from  the  garrifon,  that  in 
the  afternoon  the  fmoke  was  feen  to 
iflue  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Ad¬ 
miral,  and  one  other,  and  men  were 
perceived  to  be  ufing  fire  engines 
and  pouring  water  into  the  holes, 
endeavouring  to  extinguifh.  the  fire. 
Their  efforts  proved  ineffectual  • 
by  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  the 
two  before-mentioned  were  in 
flames,  and  feveral  others  actually 
on  fire,  though  as  yet  not  in  fo 
great  a  degree.  Confufion  was 
now  plainly  obferved  among  them, 
and  the  numerous  rockets  thrown 
up  from  each  of  the  drips,  was  a 
clear  demonftration  of  their  great 
diftrefs ;  their  fignals  were  an- 
fwered  from  the  enemy’s  fleet,  and 
they  immediately  began  to  take 
away  the  men,  it  being  impoffible 
to  remove  the  flrips.  I  thought 
this  a  fit  opportunity  to  employ 
my  gun-boats,  and  I  advanced 
with  the  whole,  (12  in  number, 
each  carrying  a  twenty-four  or 
eighteen-pounder)  and  drew  them 
lip  fo  as  to  flank  the  line  of  the 
enemy’s  battering  flrips,  while  they 
were  annoyed  extremely  by  an  ex- 
ceflive  heavy  and  well  directed 
fire  from  the  garrifon.  The 
fire  from  the  gun-boats  was  kept 
up  with  great  vigour  and  effeCt. 


The  boats  of  the  enemy  durfl  not 
approach  ;  they  abandoned  their 
fiiips  and  the  men  left  in  them  to 
our  mercy,  or  to  the  flames.  The 
day  light  now  appeared,  and  two 
felucas,  which  had  not  yet  efcaped, 
endeavoured  to  get  away  ;  but  a 
flrot  fr  om  a  gun  boat,  killing  five 
men  on  board  one  of  them,  they 
fubmitted.  The  fcene  at  this 
time  before  me  was  dreadful  to  a 
high  degree  :  numbers  of  men 
crying  from  amidfl  the  flames, 
fome  upon  pieces  of  wood  in  the 
water,  others  appearing  in  the 
Blips  where  the  fire  had  as  yet 
made  but  little  progrefs,  all  ex- 
prelling  by  fpeech  and  gefture  the 
deepefi  diftrefs,  and  all  imploring 
affiftance,  formed  a  fpedacle  of 
horror  not  eafily  to  be  defcribed. 
Every  exertion  was  made  to  re¬ 
lieve  them  ;  and  I  have  exprefi- 
fible  happinefs  in  informing  my 
lords,  that  the  number  faved  a- 
mounts  to  13  officers  and  344  men. 
One  officer  and  29  wounded,  (fome 
of  them  dreadfully)  taken  from 
among  the  fiain  in  the  holds,  are 
in  our  hofpital,  and  many  of  them 
in  a  fair  way.  The  blowing  up 
of  the  fliips  around  us,  as  the  fire 
got  to  the  magazines,  and  the 
firing  of  the  cannon  of  others,  as 
the  metal  became  heated  by  the 
flames,  rendered  this  a  very  peri¬ 
lous  employment ;  but  we  felt  it 
as  much  a  duty  to  make  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  relieve  our  enemies  from 
fo  fliocking  a  fituation,  as  an  hour 
before  we  did  to  aflift  in  conquer¬ 
ing  them.  7  he  lofs  of  the  enemy 
mud  have  been  very  confiderable. 
Great  numbers  were  killed  on 
board,  and  in  boats.  Several 
launches  were  funk.  In  one  of 
them  were  fourfcore  men,  who 
were  all  drowned,  except  an  offi¬ 
cer  and  twelve  of  them,  who  were 
,  floated 
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Moated  under  our  walls  upon  the 
wreck.  It  was  impollible  that 
greater  exertions  could  have  been 
made  to  prevent  it,  but  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe  that  a  great 
•many  wounded  periMied  in  the 
flames.  Ail  the  battering  Mbps 
were  fet  on  Are  by  our  hot  Miot 
except  one,  which  we  afterwards 
burnt.  The  admiral  left  his  flag 
flying,  and  it  was  confirmed  with 
the  ihip. 

A  large  hole  was  beat  in  the 
bottom  of  my  boat  $  my  coxfwajn 
was  killed,  and  two  of  the  crew 
were  wounded  by  pieces  of  timber 
falling  on  her  when  one  of  the 
battering  Mbps  blew  up.  The 
lame  caufe  funk  one  of  my  sun 
boats,  and  damaged  another. 

Two  of  the  enemies  bomb- 
ketches  were  brought  forward,  and 
continued  to  throw  fhells  into  the 
garrifon  during  the  attack  of  the 
battering  Mbps. 

A  conflderable  detachment  of 
feamen  did  duty  as  artilleries 
upon  the  batteries,  and  gave  great 
fatisfadtion. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  bri¬ 
gade  of  feamen  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  in  whatever  fituations  they 
were  placed,  behaved  in  a  man¬ 
ner  highly  becoming  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe 
herewith  a  lift  of  the  battering 
Mbps*  They  were  of  different 
fixes,  from  1400  to  600  tons  bur¬ 
then.  Their  guns,  in  all  212, 
were  brals  twenty- fix  pounders, 
and  entirely  new. 

The  enemy  had  collected,  from 
different  ports,  between  two  and 
three  hundred  large  boats,  befides 
a  vafl:  number  belonging  to  this 
vicinity,  to  be  employed  in  car¬ 
rying  troops,  or  any  other  fervices 
connected  with  their  operations 
again!!  this  fortrefs. 


The  lofs  in  the  brigade  of  ffsw 
men  on  the  13th  and  14th,  Confl- 
dering  the  nature  of  the  attack, 
has  been  very  trifling,  having  only 
one  killed  and  flve  wounded. 

Slate  of  the  combined  force  of  the 
enemy  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar  at 
the  time  of  the  attack  of  the  ten 
battering  Jbipsy  on  the  13 th  of 


September ,  1782. 

Spanifh  Mbps  of  three  decks  2 

Of  the  line  28 

French  Mbps  of  three  decks  5 

Of  the  line  -  -  -  9 


44 

Spanifh  Mbps  from  50  to  60  guns  3 
Battering  Mbps  -  *  10 

Floating  battery  j 

Bomb  ketches  3 

Befides  frigates,  zebecks,  many 
fmaller  cruizers,  a  great  number 
of  gun  and  mortar  boats,  and  a 
multitude  of  other  boats. 

Roger  Curtis. 
A  Lijl  of  the  Spanifh  battering  j hips 
burnt  before  Gibraltar ,  on  the 
14  th  of  September  j  1782. 

Guns  Guns 
in  uje.  in  refervf. 
Paffora,  the  Admiral  21 
•Paula,  Prima  -  -  2i 

Talla  Piedra  -  -  21 

El  Rofario  19 

St.  Chriftoval  -  18 

Principe  Carlos  -  1 1 

Paula,  Secunda  -  9 

Saint  Juan  9 

Santa  Anna  -  -  7 

Los  Dolores  -  6 

142 
70 

T otal  of  guns  ~  21 2 
The  proportion  of  men  on  board 
them  was  thirty- fly  lor  each  of  the 

gum 


IG 

20 

ID 

IO 

IO 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

70 
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guns  in  ufe,  exclufive  of  officers 
and  marines  for  working  the  ftiips. 

RogerCurtis. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Curtis ,  of  his  Majefifs  Jhip  Bril¬ 
liant,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
Camp  at  Europa,  Oft.  16,  1782. 

ON  the  evening  of  the  8th  inft. 
it  being  deemed  proper  to  ufe  all 
means^  to  lend  home  an  account  of 
the  late  events  at  this  place,  which 
had  hitherto  been  impoffibie,  the 
Governor  purchafed  a  fmall  veffel, 
and  fhe  was  fent  off  for  Leghorn, 
or  any  other  port  in  Italy,  with 
our  dilpatches. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  it 
blew  very  frefh  from  the  fouth 
weft.  The  enemy  made  many  fig- 
rals  along  fhore,  and  two  frigates 
and  a  cutter  arrived  from  the  weft- 
ward.  Towards  the  following 
morning  the  gale  increafed,  and 
the  guns  of  diftrefs  were  heard 
from  the  combined  fleets  in  the 
bay.  Juft  at  the  break  of  day, 
the  St.  Michael,  a  Spanifh  fhip, 
mounting  72  guns,  was  difcovered 
very  near  the  garrifon  in  a  crippled 
ftate,  and  after  having  two  men 
killed  and  two  wounded  from  the 
fire  of  our  batteries,  fhe  fell  on 
fhore  near  to  the  fouth  batlion. 
As  the  day  advanced,  the  fleet  of 
the  enemy  appeared  to  have  dif¬ 
fered  confiderably  by  the  gale.  A 
fhip  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  were 
on  fhore  near  the  Orange  Grove  ; 
a  French  fhip  of  the  line  had  loft 
her  fore-m  ift  and  bowfprit.  A 
fhip  of  three  decks  and  another  of 
the  line  were  forced  from  their 
anchors,  and  ran  to  the  eaftward  ; 
feveral  others  were  driven  far  over 
towards  the  garrifon,  but  withal  to 
the  northward.  I  took  poflfeffion 
©f  the  St.  Michael  as  foon  as  pofi- 
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Able,  landed  the  prifoners,  and 
carried  out  anchois  to  prevent  her 
going  further  on  fhore.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  faving  her.  She  is  a 
very  fine  fhip,  and  was  commanded 
by  Don  Juan  Moreno,  a  Chief 
B’Elcadre,  and  had  on  board 
about  650  men. 

At  three  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
Iith,  the  fignals  made  by  the 
enemy  indicated  the  approach  of 
the  Britifh  fleet.  The  Latona  an¬ 
chored  in  the  bay  foon  after  fun- 
fet.  Only  four  of  the  convoy 
fetched  into  anchorage,  the  re¬ 
mainder  were  driven  to  the  back 
of  the  rock,  to  which  place  the 
fleet  alfo  repaired. 

Extraft  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 

Curtis ,  to  Mr.  Stephens ,  dated  on 

hoard  the  Viftory ,  at  Sea ,  Ofto* 

her  22 ,  1782. 

7’HE  Admiral,  Lord  Howe, 
having  conducted  the  remaining 
fli ip*  of  his  convoy  into  the  Bay  of 
Gibraltar  on  the  evening  of  the 
tSt’n,  and  landed  the  troops  at  the 
fame  time,  Genera!  Eliott  charged 
me  with  the  final  communications 
his  Excellency  had  to  make  to  his 
Lordfhip,  and  I  embarked  on  board 
the  Latona  frigate,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  repairing  to  the  Vidtory, 
and  left  the  Bay  about  midnight. 
The  fituation  of  the  enemy’s  fleet 
the  next  morning,  cut  off  my  re¬ 
turn  to  Gibraltar,  and  I  was  put 
on  board  this  fhip  in  the  evening, 
when  the  fleet  brought  to,  after  it 
had  gained  the  Atlantic. 

I  have  great  pleafure  in  ao 
quainting  my  lords,  that  the  St* 
Michael,  a  Spanifh  man  of  war  of 
72  guns,  which  being  driven  from 
her  anchors  in  a  gale  of  wind  very 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  iith, 
and  captured  under  the  walls  of 

Gibraltar 
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Gibraltar  as  mentioned  in  my  let¬ 
ter  of  the  1 6th,  was  got  off  on 
the  17th,  and  has  not  received  the 
lea  ft  damage.  She  is  a  very  fine 
fhfp  of  large  dimenfions  ;  and  I  am 
forry  that  having  loft  her  mizen- 
maft,  and  the  moft  of  her  ft  ores 
being  taken  out  to  lighten  her,  it 
was  impoffible  to  fend  her  home 
with  the  fleet. 

The  enemy  threw  a  prodigious 
number  of  fir  ells  at  the  St.  Michael, 
while  ihe  was  on  fhore,  with  the 
intent  to  deftioy  her  ;  and  they 
annoyed  us  exceflively  in  the  get¬ 
ting  her  off,  but  without  any  ob- 
ftrudHon  to  our  work,  or  doing  us 
any  material  damage. 


AJmirafry  Office,  Nov.  30,  178a. 

lieutenant  Alexander  Allen  (com¬ 
mander  of  his  Majefty’s  armed 
franfport  the  Royal  Charlotte) 
arrived  at  this  office  yefterday, 
with  difpatches  from  Vice  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Edward  Hughes,  Knt. 
of  the  Bath,  and  commander  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty’s  flips  in 
the  Eafl  Indies,  of  which  the 
following  are  extracts. 

Extracts  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Ed¬ 
ward  Hughes  to  Mr.  Stephens, 
dated  on  board  bis  Majefty’s  Ship 
Superbe,  at  Sea,  April  4,  1782. 
SAILED  on  the  31ft  of  Janua¬ 
ry  from  Trineamale  for  Madras 
Road,  in  order  to  get  a  fupply  of 
proviflons  and  {lores,  of  both 
which  the  flips  were  then  in 
want. 

On  the  8th  of  February  I  an¬ 
chored  in  Madras  Road,  and  the 
*  fame  day  received  advice  from 
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Lord  Macartney,  the  governor  of 
that  place,  that  a  French  fqua- 
dron,  contifting  of  thirty  fail  of 
flips  and  veffels,  was  at  anchor 
about  twenty  leagues  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  that  port  In  the  after¬ 
noon  of  the  9th,  Captain  Alms, 
in  his  majefty’s  ftiip  Monmouth, 
with  the  Hero,  Ills,  and  the 
armed  tranfport  Manilla,  joined 
me  in  the  road.  I  continued  to 
ufe  all  poffible  diligence  in  get¬ 
ting  the  neceffary  (lores  and  pro¬ 
visions  on  board  the  feveral  flips 
until  the  1  5th  of  February,  when 
the  enemy’s  fquadron,  confiding 
of  1  2  fail  of  line  of  battle  flips, 
6  frigates,  8  tranlports,  and  6  cap¬ 
tured  veffels,  came  in  fight  to  the 
northward,  ft  a  n  dpi  g  for  Madras 
Road,  and  about  noon,  the  fame 
day,  anchored  about  four  miles 
without  the  Road.  In  the  mean 
time  I  placed  his  majefty’s  flips 
in  the  moft  advantageous  manner 
to  defend  themfelves,  and  the 
other  fbips  in  the  Road  with  fprings 
on  their  cables,  that  they  might 
bring  their  broadfides  to  bear  more 
effectually  on  the  enemy,  fbould 
they  attempt  an  attack- 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  the 
enemy  weighed  and  flood  to  the 
fouthward,  when  I  immediately 
made  the  fignal  to  weigh,  and 
flood  after  them,  having  received 
on  board  a  detachment  of  300 
officers  and  men  of  his  majefty’s 
91th  regiment,  who  were  diftri- 
buted  to  the  flips  of  the  fquadron 
that  were  the  worft  manned.  I 
flood  with  the  fquadron,  as  per 
margin  *,  to  the  fouthward  ail 
that  night  under  an  eafy  fail,  and 
in  the  morning  at  day  light  found 


^  Snperbe,  Exeter,  Morarca,  Hero,  Worcefter,  Burford,  Monmouth,  Eagle, 

Ifis,  Seahoife,  Combuftion. 


the 
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the  enemy’s  fihips  had  feparatcd  in 
the  night  ;  their  12  line  of  battle 
fhips  and  a  frigate  bearing  eaft  of 
me,  aidant  about  four  leagues, 
and  10  fail  of  their  frigates  and 
tranfports  bearing  S.  W.  diftant 
about  three  leagues,  and  Hearing 
a  direct  courfe  for  Pondicherry  5 
on  which  I  indantly  made  the  fig- 
nal  for  a  general  chace  to  the 
S.  V/  .  in  order,  ifpodible,  to  come 
up  with  and  take  their  tranfports, 
well  knowing  the  enemy’s  line  of 
battle  fhips  would  follow  to  pro¬ 
tect  them,  all  in  their  power.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  chace,  our  cop¬ 
per  bottomed  fhips  came  up  with 
and  captured  fix  fail  cf  fhips  and 
veffels,  fi  ve  of  which  were  Eng- 
hih,  taken  by  the  enemy  when  to 
the  northward  of  Madras,  out  of 
which  I  ordered  the  Frenchmen 
to  be  taken,  and  the  veffels  to 
proceed  with  their  own  crews  to 
Negapatam  •  the  fixth  was  the 
Lauridon,  a  tranlport,  having 
on  board  many  French  officers, 
300  men  of  the  regiment  of  Lau- 
fanne,  and  laden  with  guns,  fhot, 
powder,  and  other  military  dores  ; 
this  ihip,  fo  valuable  to  us,  and 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  the 
enemy,  was  taken  by  Captain 
Lumley,  of  his  majeily’s  fhip  Ids. 

So  foon  as  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
difcovered  my  intention  to  chafe 
their  tranfports,  they  put  before 
the  wind,  and  made  all  the  fail 
they  could  after  me  ;  and,  by 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
four  of  their  bed  failing  line  of 
battle  fhips  were  got  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  our  fternmoft  fhips, 
and  the  fhips  in  chace  were  very 
much  fpread  by  the  tnemy’s  fhips 
they  were  chafing  fleering  differ¬ 
ent  courfes,  feme  to  the  S.  E.  o- 
thers  to  the  S.  and  feveral  to  the 
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S.  W.  I  therefore  judged  it  ne- 
celfary  to  make  the  fignal  for  the 
chafing  fhips  to  join  me,  which 
they  all  did  about  feven  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  and  I  continued 
Handing  to  the  S.  E.  under  an  eafy 
fail,  all  that  night,  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  in  fight,  and  making  ma¬ 
ny  fignals. 

At  day  light  in  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  the  body  of  the  enemy’s 
fquadron  bore  N.  by  E.  of  curs, 
didant  about  three  leagues,  the 
weather  very  hazy,  with  light 
winds  and  frequent  fqualls,  of 
fhort  duration,  from  the  N.  N.  E. 
the  enemy  crouding  all  the  fail 
they  could  towards  our  fquadron. 

At  fix  in  the  morning  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to 
form  the  line  of  battle  a-head  ;  at 
25  minutes  pad  eight,  our  line  a-1 
head  being  formed  with  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  from  the  want  of  wind 
and  frequent  intervals  of  caluis,  X 
made  the  fignal  for  the  leading 
fhip  to  make  the  fame  fail  as  the 
admiral,  and  made  fail  formed  in 
the  line  a-head,  intending  to  wea¬ 
ther  the  enemy,  that  I  might  en¬ 
gage  them  clofely.  At  ten  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  having  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  fqualls  from  the 
N  N.  E.  (which  always  reached 
them  fird,  and  in  confequence 
continued  longed  with  them)  near¬ 
ed  us  very  fad,  and  I  made  the 
fignal  for  cur  line  to  alter  the 
courfe  two  points  to  leeward,  the 
enemy  then  deering  down  on  the 
rear  of  our  line,  in  an  irregular 
double  line  a-bread.  At  half  pad 
noon,  I  made  the  fignal  for  our 
fquadron  to  form  the  line  of  battle 
a-bread,  in  order  to  draw  the  rear 
of  our  line  clofer  to  the  centre, 
and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
breaking  is  on  it,  and  attacking 

it 
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it  when  feparated.  At  three  in 
the  afternoon,  the  enemy  frill 
pufhing  on  to  our  rear  in  a  dou¬ 
ble  line  a  breaft,  I  again  altered 
my  courfe  in  the  line,  in  order  to 
draw  our  {hips  ftill  clofer  to  the 
center  •  and,  at  40  minutes  after 
three,  finding  it  impofiible  to  a- 
void  the  enemy’s  attack,  under 
ail  the  difadvantages  of  little  or 
no  wind  to  work  our  fliips,  and  of 
being  to  leeward  of  them,  I  made 
the  fignal  for  our  fquadron  to  form 
at  once  into  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head.  At  four  the  Exeter  (which 
was  the  {fern  mo  ft  fliip  in  our  rear 
when  formed  in  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on  the  larboard  tack)  not 
being  quite  clofied  to  her  fecond 
a- head,  three  of  the  enemy’s  {hips 
in  their  firft  line  bore  right  down 
upon  her,  wliilft  four  more  of 
their  fecond  line,  headed  by  the 
Hero,  in  which  fiiip  Monf.  Suf- 
frein  had  his  flag,  hauled  along 
the  outfide  of  the  firft  line  towards 
our  center.  At  five  minutes  paft 
four,  the  enemy’s  three  fliips  be¬ 
gan  their  fire  on  the  Exeter,  which 
was  returned  by  her,  and  her  fe¬ 
cond  a-head.  At  ten  minutes  paft 
four  I  made  the  fignal  for  battle, 
and  at  \z  minutes  paft,  the  a&ton 
became  general  from  our  rear  to 
our  center,  the  commanding  fhip 
of  the  enemy,  with  three  others 
of  their  fecond  line,  leading  down 
on  our  center,  yet  never  at  any 
time  advancing  farther  than  op- 
pofite  to  the  Superbe,  our  center 
ihip,  with  little  or  no  wind,  and 
fome  heavy  rain  during  the  engage¬ 
ment. 

Under  thefe  circumftances  the 
enemy  brought  eight  of  their  beft 
fhips  to  the  attack  of  five  of  ours, 
as  the  van  of  our  line,  confifting 
the  Monmouth,  Eagle,  Bur- 


ford,  and  Worcefter,  could  not  be 
brought  into  aftion,  without  tack¬ 
ing  on  the  enemy  j  and  although 
the  fignal  for  that  purpofe  was  at 
the  mail  head  ready  for  hoifting, 
there  was  neither  wind  ftrfftcient  to 
enable  them  to  tack,  nor  for  the 
five  fhips  of  our  center  and  rear, 
then  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
hard  preffed,  and  much  difabled 
in  their  mafts,  fails,  and  rigging, 
to  follow  them,  without  an  alnroft 
certainty  of  feparating  our  van 
from  our  rear. 

At  fix  in  the  afternoon  a  fquall 
of  wind  from  the  S.  E.  took  our 
fliips,  and  paid  their  heads  round 
on  the  enemy  to  the  north  eafl> 
ward,  when  the  engagement  was 
renewed  by  our  five  fliips,  with 
great  fpirit  and  alacrity,  from  our 
{larboard  guns  ;  and  at  25  mi¬ 
nutes  paft  fix,  juft  before  dark, 
the  enemy’s  fliips  engaged  with 
ours,  having  vifibly  fullered  fe- 
verely,  the  whole  of  them  baulk¬ 
ed  their  wind,  and  flood  to  the 
N.  E. 

At  this  time  the  Superbe  had 
loft  her  main-yard,  iliot  into  two 
pieces  in  the  flings,  had  five  feet 
water  in  her  hold,  and  continued 
for  fome  time  to  gain  on  all  her 
pumps,  until  feveral  of  the  largeft 
fliot-holes  under  water  were  plug¬ 
ged  up,  and  neither  brace  nor 
bow-line  left  entire  •  and  the  Ex* 
eter,  reduced  alinoft  to  the  ftate 
of  a  wreck,  had  made  a  fignal  of 
diftrefs.  The  other  three  {hips  in 
our  rear,  the  Monarca,  Ills,  and 
Hero,  had  buffered  left,  as  the 
enemy’s  fire  appeared  plainly  to  be 
diiedted  principally  againft  the  Su¬ 
perbe  and  Exeter. 

It  is  with  particular  pleafure  I 
have  to  acquaint  their  lordfhips, 
that  the  officers  and  men  of  the 

five 
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five  fliips,  engaged  againft  fo  fu- 
perior  a  force  of  the  enemy,  be¬ 
haved  through  the  whole  action 
with  the  greateft  fteadinefs  and 
bravery. 

After  the  aftion  I  flood  to  the 
fouthward  under  little  fail  all 
night  ;  and  in  the  morning,  at 
day  light,  found  the  Superbe’s 
ihain-maft,  foremaft  and  bowfprit 
fo  much  wounded,  as  to  render  it 
exceedingly  dangerous  to  carry 
fail  on  them  ;  the  Exeter’s  mafls 
were  alfo  much  damaged,  and  the 
fhot-holes,  in  all  the  fliips  that 
had  been  engaged,  fo  far  under 
v/ater,  as  to  render  it  impolhble 
to  flop  them,  but  by  giving  the 
fliips  deep  heels  in  fmooth  water  ; 
all  which,  and  the  wind  continu¬ 
ing  to  blow  from  the  northward, 
determined  me  to  proceed  to  Trin- 
camale,  as  the  only  proper  place 
to  refit  the  difabled  fliips,  and  I 
accordingly  arrived  there  on  the 
24th  ;  and  having  done,  with  the 
utmoft  expedition,  what  repairs 
were  abfolutely  neceffarv  to  put 
the  difable^  fliips  into  a  condition 
for  fervice,  I  failed  from  that 
place  with  the  fquadron  on  the 
4th  of  laft  month.  On  the  12th  I 
arrived  at  Madras  with  the  fqua¬ 
dron,  having  feen  nothing  of  the 
enemy’s  fquadron  on  my  paflage 
from  Trincamale  to  that  place. 
The  accompanying  enclofure  con¬ 
tains  an  exact  lifl  of  their  fquadron, 
and  the  number  of  troops  embark¬ 
ed  on  it  at  the  Mauritius.  This 
fquadron  was  commanded  by  M. 
D’Orve  when  it  left  the  iflands  ; 
but  he  dying  a  few  days  after  its 
arrival  on  this  coaft,  the  command 
devolved  on  Monfieur  Souffrein. 
On  their  paflage  from  the  iflands 
to  this  coaft  they  fell  in  with  his 
majefly’s  flup  the  Hannibal,  Capt. 


Chriftie,  off  the  Weft  coaft  of  Su¬ 
matra,  and  took  her  ;  this  fliip 
raifed  the  number  of  their  line  of 
battle  to  twelve,  againft  nine  un¬ 
der  my  command  ;  had  flie  joined 
me,  our  difp&rity  both  in  number 
and  force  would  not  have  been  fo* 
great. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  inform 
their  lordfhips,  that  his  majefty’s 
(loop  the  Chafer,  commanded  by 
Captain  Parr,  was  captured  by  the 
enemy’s  frigate  the  Bellona,  in 
her  way  to  Madras  Road,  from  a 
cruize  on  the  northern  part  of  this 
coaft, 

April  4,  1782. 

A  lijl  of  the  names,  force,  and  cent’ 
manders  oj  the  French  fquada'on^ 
nO'iv  on  the  Coromandel  coajl ,  and 
of  the  land  forces  embarked  on 
them ,  and  tranf ports  at  the  Mau¬ 
ritius,  the  yth  of  December  lajl , 
and  now  landed  to  join  Hyder 
Ally. 


Skips  cf  line.  Guns.  Commanders,  flf 


L’Hero 

L’Orient 
L’ Annibal 


,  Mr.duSonffiein  *( 
|  ChiefD’Elcadre  j 
74  Capt.  Du  Pallaire 
74  Tromeiin 


on. 

625 

625 

.625 


LeBrilliant  64 

St.  Feiix 

516 

L’Ajax  64 

Bouvet 

516 

La  Severe  64 

Saltier 

516 

Le  Spliynx  64 

Ducliaieau 

5i5 

Le  Artefien  64 

L’Androis 

516 

Le  Vengeur  64 

F01  bin 

5*6 

LaFiamand  50 

DeQaebervi! 

T430 

Eng.Hannib.  50 

Frigates. 

LaPufvoyufe  40  Capt.  Da  Galle 

40® 

La  Fine  40 

Perier  de  Salvert  400 

La  Bellona  36 

Bovard  1  (tcfSeerjgo 

La  Subtile  zz 

De  Beaulieu 

2-4P 

La  Silphide  i  8 

200 

La  Diligente  8 

8e> 

Flutes  and  Franfports. 
Laurifton,  Bon  Amis,  Maurepss, 
Brifon,  Deux  Amis,  Fille  U- 
nique,  St.  Ann,  Decide,  Tul- 
cany. 


Land 
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Land  Forces.  Men. 

Regiment  D’AuBrafie  656 

De  L’lfle  de  France  800 
De  Legion  du  Laufane  445 

Voluntiers  de  Bourbon  139 

De  Regiment  D’Artillierie  200 

Caftres  of  the  [Hands  1157 

Sepoys  47 


r  3457 

Abftraft  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 


on  Board  his  Majefys  fljip 

s. 

Ships. 

Kd. 

Wd. 

Lot. 

Superbe 

1 1 

25 

36 

Exeter 

1 0 

45 

5  5 

Monarca 

1 

5 

6 

Hero 

9 

17 

26 

Ifis 

1 

3 

4 

3 I  2 

95 

127 

Among  ewhom  ivere  the  under  men¬ 
tioned  Officers ,  viz.’ 


Superbe. - Captain  Stephens, 

wounded,  (fince  dead).  Lieu¬ 
tenants,  Hughes  and  Newcombe, 
wounded. 

Exeter. - Captain  Reynolds, 

killed  ;  Lieutenant  Charles  Jones, 
wounded. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Edw. 
Hughes  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
on  Board  his  Majefy’s  Ship  Su¬ 
perbe  in  Trincamale  Bay,  May 
10,  1782. 

I  HAD  the  pleafure  to  addrefs 

you  by  letter  on  the  4th  of  lafl 
month,  and  have  now  that  of  com¬ 
municating  to  you,  for  their  lord- 
fhips  further  information,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  his 
inajeBy’s  fquadron  as  per  mar¬ 
gin  *,  and  of  the  enemy’s  to  this 
time. 


In  my  lafl:,  I  mentioned  the 
junction  of  his  majeBy’s  flops  Sul¬ 
tan  and  JVlagnanime  with  the 
fquadron  on  the  30th  of  March  ; 
both  fhips  were  then  very  flckly  ; 
and  much  reduced  by  the  fcurvy  ; 
but  as  I  had  on  board  the  fqua¬ 
dron  a  reinforcement  of  troops  for 
this  garrifon,  and  a  quantity  of 
military  Bores,  I  judged  it  mofl 
for  the  public  fervice,  efpecially 
as  I  knew  the  enemy’s  fquadron 
was  to  the  fouthward,  not  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Madras  to  land  the  fick 
and  fcorbutic  of  thefe  two  (hips, 
but  to  proceed  dire&ly  for  Trinca¬ 
male,  and  there  to  land  the  rein¬ 
forcement  and  military  Bores,  as 
well  as  the  fick  of  the  Sultan  and 
Magnanime,  without  either  feek- 
ing  or  fliunning  the  enemy. 

In  purfuance  of  this  refolution 
I  Bood  with  the  fquadron  to  the 
foi^hward,  and  on  the  6th  of  A- 
pril  fell  in  with  a  French  fliip, 
lad  from  Mauritius,  having  on 
board  difpatches  from  France  for 
their  commanders  in  chief  bv  fea 
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and  land  ;  this  Blip  was  chafed  on 
Biore  and  burnt  near  Tranquebar, 
the  officers  and  men  efcaping  with 
the  difpatches. 

On  the  8th,  about  noon,  I  came 
in  fight  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron, 
con  fitting  of  18  fail,  in  the  N-  E. 
quarter,  and  continued  my  ccurfe 
for  this  place.  On  the  9th,  10th 
and  11th,  the  enemy  Bill  in  fight. 
On  the  1  ith,  having  made  the 
coaB  of  Ceylon)  about  15  leagues 
to  windward  of  Trincamale,  I 
bore  away  for  that  place.  On  the 
1 2th,  at  day  light,  the  pofition 
of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  being  al¬ 
tered  by  my  bearing  away,  fo  as 


*  Superbe,  Sultan,  Hero.  Monarca,  Burford,  Exeter,  Magnanime*  Mon 
jnaoutb,  Worceiler,  Eagle,  Ifis.,  Seahorfe,  Combuftion  fire-thip. 
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to  give  them  the  wind  of  ours,  I 
difcovered  them  crouding  all  the 
fail  they  could  fet  after  us  ;  and 
their  coppered  bottomed  diips 
coming  fall  up  with  the  fhips  in 
our  rear,  I  therefore  determined 
to  engage  them. 

At  nine  in  the  forenoon  I  made 
the  fignal  for  the  fhips  in  our  fqua- 
dron  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a- 
head  on  the  {larboard  tack,  at  two 
cables  length  diftance  from  each 
other,  the  enemy  then  bearing 
N.  by  E.  didant  about  fix  miles, 
and  the  wind  at  N,  by  E.  they 
continued  manoeuvring  their  fhips, 
and  changing  their  pofitions  in 
their  line,  till  fifteen  minutes 
pad  noon,  when  they  bore  away 
to  engage  us  ;  five  fail  of  their 
van  {{retching  along  to  engage 
the  {hips  of  our  van,  and  the 
other  feven  fail  {leering  direct¬ 
ly  on  our  center  {hips,  the  Su- 
perbe,  the  Monmouth  her  fecond 
a-head,  and  the  Monarca  her  fe¬ 
cond  a-dern.  At  half  pall  one 
the  engagement  began  in  the  van  of 
both  fquadrons  ;  three  minutes  after 
1  made  the  fignal  for  battle.  The 
French  admiral  in  the  Hero,  and 
his  fecond  a  Hern  the  L’Orient, 
bore  down  on  the  Superbe  within 
piftol  {hot.  The  Hero  continued 
her  pofition,  giving  and  receiving 
a  fevere  fire  for  nine  minutes,  and 
then  ftood  on  greatly  damaged  to 
attack  the  Monmouth,  at  that 
time  engaged  with  another  of  the 
enemy’s  fhips,  making  room  for 
the  {hips  in  his  rear  to  come  up 
to  the  attack  of  our  center,  where 
the  engagement  was  hotted.  At 
three  the  Monmouth  had  her 
inizen-mad  fhot  away,  and,  in  a 
few  minutes  after,  her  main-mall, 
and  bore  out  of  the  line  to  lee¬ 
ward.  And  at  40  minutes  pall 
three,  the  wind  unexpectedly  con- 
.  V  0  l.  XXV. 
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tinning  far  northerly,  without  any 
fea  breeze,  and  being  careful  not 
to  entangle  our  fhips  with  the 
Ihore,  I  made  the  fignal  for  the 
fquadron  to  wear,  and  haul  their 
wind  in  a  line  of  battle  a-head 
on  the  larboard  tack,  Hill  engag¬ 
ing  the  enemy.  At  40  minutes 
pad  five,  being  in  fifteen  fathom 
water,  and  apprehenfive  led  the 
Monmouth .  might,  in  her  difabled 
date,  drift  too  near  the  lhore,  I 
made  the  fignal  for  the  fquadron 
to  prepare  to  anchor.  At  40  mi¬ 
nutes  pall  fix  the  enemy’s  fqua¬ 
dron  drew  off  in  great  diforder  to 
the  eadward,  and  the  engagement 
ceafed,  their  admiral  having  {hid¬ 
ed  his  dag  from  the  Hero  to  the 
French  Hannibal,  on  account  of 
the  Hero’s  did  bled  date  ;  and 
foon  after  I  anchored  with  the 
fquadron,  the  Superbe  clofe  to 
the  Monmouth,  in  order  to  repair 
our  damages,  which  on  board  the 
Superbe  and  Monmouth  were  very 
great  in  the  hulls,  mads,  fails  and 
rigging  ;  and  almod  all  the  fhips 
had  differed  confiderably  in  their 
mads,  fails  and  rigging. 

Much  about  this  time  the 
French  frigate  La  Fine,  being  or¬ 
dered,  1  fuppofe,  to  tow  and  adid 
their  difabled  fihip  the  Hero,  fell 
on  board  his  majedy’s  diip  Ifis, 
and  had  actually  druck  his  colours 
to  her  ;  but  taking  advantage  of 
the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the 
date  the  Ifis  was  in,  juft  come  out 
ofadlion,  in  which  die  had  a  num¬ 
ber  o.  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
otherwife  ill  manned,  the  frigate 
got  clear  of  the  Ids,  and  efcaped. 

An  account  6f  the  number  of 
officers  and  men  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  on  board  the  leveral  fhips  of  the 
fquadron,  is  here  inclofed. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  at 
dav  iirt%  1  found  the  enemy’s 
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fquadron  bad  anchored  about  five 
miles  without  us,  in  much  dif- 
order  and  apparent  diftrefs,  but 
they  had  loft  no  lower  mafts  ; 
both  fquadrons  were  buftly  em¬ 
ployed  in  repairing  damages, 
drawing  into  order  for  defence, 
the  enemy  feeming  to  apprehend 
an  attack  from  us,  and  I  myfelf 
uncertain  if  they  would  not  renew 
the  engagement,  in  order  to  get 
hold  of  the  Monmouth.  In  thefe 
fituations  both  fquadrons  conti¬ 
nued  at  anchor  till  the  19th  in 
the  niorning,  when  the  enemy’s 
got  under  fail  v/ith  the  iand  wind, 
and  ftood  out  to  fea  clofe  hauled, 
and  at  noon  tacked  with  the  fea 
breeze,  and  ftood  in  for  the  body 
of  our  fquadron,  as  if  with  intent 
to  attack  ;  but  after  coming  with* 
in  two  miles  of  us,  finding  us  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them,  they  again 
tacked  and  ftood  to  the  eaftward 
by  the  wind  ;  and  I  have  not 
ft  nee  been  able  to  learn  certainly 
where  they  are  gone.  Having  re^- 
fttted  the  Monmouth  in  the  heft 
manner  our  fituation  would  admit, 
with  jury,  main  and  mizen  mafts, 
I  failed  with  his  majefty’s  fqua¬ 
dron  for  this  place  on  the  zzd, 
and  anchored  here  on  the  evening 
of  the  fame  day,  immediately 
landing  the  reinforcement  and  mi¬ 
litary  ftores  deftined  for  the  garri- 
fon,  and  the  ftek  and  wounded. 

In  this  fituation  of  the  fquadron 
and  its  men,  I  thought  it  beft  for 
his  majefty’s  fervice  to  remain  at 
anchor  here,  and  to  fet  about  the 
repairs  of  the  hull,  mafts  and 
rigging  of  the  feveral  {hips,  whilil 
the  tick  enjoy  every  benefit  of  frefh 
meat,  vegetables  and  wine,  on 
ihore,  for  their  recovery. 

I  have  the  fatisfadb’on  to  inform 
their  lordfhips,  that  I  fliall  be 
able  to  re-maft  the  Monmouth  by 


the  end  of  this  month,  from  the 
fpare  ftores  on  board  the  feverai 
fhips  ;  and  that  the  damage  they" 
fuftained  in  the  laft  engagement 
will  be  every  way  made.good  a- 
bout  that  time. 


Abjlrad  of  the  Killed  and  Wounded 
on  board  his  Ma j e fly ’ s  jh ips. 


Ships. 

Killed. 

Wd. 

Dot, 

Superbe 

59 

96 

1 5  5 

Exeter 

4 

4° 

44 

Magnanime 

— 

7 

7 

Monmouth 

45 

IOZ 

>47 

Monarca 

7 

28 

35 

W  orcefter 

8 

26 

34 

Burford 

6 

36 

42 

Eagle 

— 

22 

22 

Hero 

2 

43 

*5 

Sultan 

— 

9 

9 

IBs 

6 

5» 

57 

137 

430 

567 

Among  the  Killed  were  the  following 


Officers,  viz. 

Supcrbe.— — Two  Lieutenants^ 
Mafter. 

Monmouth.— One  Lieutenant  of 
Marines. 

Worcefter — One  Lieutenant. 
Burford. — - — One  Lieutenant  of 
Marines. 

Names  not  mentioned. 


Admiralty.  Office ,  December  2.4,  1  782. 

Ex  trad  of  a  Letter  from  James  Luf- 
trel,  Efq.  Commander  of  his  Ma- 
je fly's  Ship  the  Mediator,  to  Mr* 
Stephens,  dated  in  Plymouth 
Sound,  December  19,  1782. 

YO  U  will  pleafe  to  acquaint 
their  lordfhips  with  my  arri¬ 
val  here  with  the  Menagere,  one* 
of  my  prizes,  having  left  the  A- 
le vander  to  follow  two  days  ago. 
It  was  my  intention  to  have  re¬ 
turned  ic  England  as  foon  as  pof- 

ftble, 
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fi'ble,  for  the  reafons  given  in  my 
letter,  dated  off  Ferrol  the  6th 
inltant:  but,  having  received  in¬ 
telligence  from  a  neutral  veffei, 
that  an  American  frigate  was  ready 
to  tail  from  Bourdeaux,  the  wind 
Being  eallerly,  1  returned  to  the 
fouthward  to  be  able  to  fall  into 
her  track  ;  and, 

On  the  1  2th  of  December ,  at  /even 
A.  M.  we  difcovered  five  fail  on 
our  lee  beam,  made  fail  and  gave 
chace. 

At  eight  their  hulls  were  above 
water  ;  they  were  forming  in  a 
clofe  line  of  battle,  and  ihortened 
fail  to  their  topfails  to  wait  for 
us  ;  the  headmoft  was  L’Eugene, 
frigate  built,  of  36  guns,  1 33 
men,  commanded  by  Monf.  Le 
Capitaine  Baudin,  laden  for  the 
French  king,  and  bound  to  Port 
au  Prince  ;  /he  lay  with  a  French 
pendant  and  enfign  flying  ;  next  to 
her  was  an  American  brig,  of  14 
guns,  and  70  men,  with  American 
colours  ;  next  to  her  a  two-decked 
fliiip,  the  length  of  a  64,  armed 
en  flute,  called  the  Menagere, 
French  pendant  and  enfign  flying, 
commanded  by  Monf.  de  Foligne, 
Capitaine  de  Brutot,  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  Rochfort,  mounting 
on  her  main  deck  26  Ion?  twelve 

»  O 

pounders,  and  lour  fix-pounders 
on  her  quarter  deck  and  fore- 
caflle,  with  a  complement  of  212 
men,  laden  with  gunpowder,  na¬ 
val  {lores,  and  bale  goods,  for 
the  French  king’s  fervice,  at 
Port  au  Prince  5  next  to  her  lav 
the  Alexander,  of  24  nine-pound¬ 
ers,  and  102  men,  with  a  French 
pendant  and  an  American  enfign, 
commanded  by  a  Capt.  Gregory, 
who  appears  to  have  been  an  I- 
sri finnan,  but  has  a  congrefs  com- 
nn.Glon,  laden  with  ll  ores,  provi- 


fions,  &c.  for  the  French  king’s 
ufe  at  Port  au  Prince  ;  next  to 
her  lay  the  Dauphin  Royal,  of  28 
guns,  120  men,  bound  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  having  a  French  pendant 
and  enfign  flying  ;  and  having  de¬ 
termined,  without  lofing  a  mo¬ 
ment's  time,  to  endeavour  to  throw 
their  fquadren  into  confufion,  and, 
if  polfible,  to  take  advantage  of 
foine  ol  them  j  and  relying  on  the 
good  failing  of  the  Mediator  to 
bring  her  off,  if  I  could  not  fee 
a  probability  of  fuccefs  after  a  few 
broadfides  ;  I  continued  bearing 
down,  with  all  fail  fet,  on  the 
enemy,  except  fuch  fails  as  might 
be  in  the  W%y  of  quick  manoeu¬ 
vres. 

At  ten  received  a  few  fliot  from 
the  Menagere’s  upper  deck,  which 
convinced  me  flie  had  no  lower 
deck  guns,  though  flie  had  all  the 
ports  complete  to  the  eye  ;  conti¬ 
nued  to  approach  the  enemy,  and 
receive  fire  from  their  line,  and 
employed  occafionally  in  tacking, 
wearing,  bearing  down,  &c. 

At  half  pad  ten,  having  very 
much  approached  the  rear  of  their 
line,  it  broke,  the  brig  and  Dau¬ 
phin  Royal  crouding  (ail  away 
from  the  reft  ;  upon  which  the 
Menagere,  Eugene,  and  Alexan¬ 
der  wore  under  an  eafy  fail. 

At  eleven  I  bore  down,  and  cut 
off  the  Alexander  from  her  con¬ 
torts,  employed  fighting  both  fides 
occafionally  •  and  the  fu  ll  broad- 
fide,  when  very  clofe  to  the  Alex¬ 
ander,  made  her  llrike  her  Ame¬ 
rican  colours,  and  let  fly  her 
flieets  j  the  Menagere  and  Eu¬ 
gene,  after  firing  at  us  for  fome 
time,  crouded  all  fail,  and  went 
away  before  the  wind  ;  boarded 
the  prize,  and  laid  her  head  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy,  under  an  eal'y 

[bj  z  fail, 
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fail,  to  permit  ns  to  take  out  ioo 
prifoners,  meaning  to  chafe  the 
Menagere. 

At  half  pafi  twelve  made  all  fail 
in  chace,  leaving  the  prize  to 
follow,  or  bear  away  for  England, 
if  we  ran  her  hull  down. 

At  three  the  Eugene  hauled  her 
wind  away  from  the  Menagere. 

At  five  began  firing  at  the  Mena¬ 
gere,  to  prevent  her  aiming  at  our 
mails,  by  covering  ourfelves  with 
fmoke. 

At  half  pafi  five  had  gained 
very  considerably  on  the  Menagere, 
and  oecalionally  fired  broadfides  at 
each  other. 

At.  fix  a  fudden  fquall  caught 
me,  with  three  of  my  lower  deck¬ 
ers  run  out,  and  obliged  me  to 
put  before  the  wind,  the  water 
rulhing  in  till  knee  deep  on  the 
deck,  but  with  the  chain  pumps 
we  foon  cleared  our  ihip,  and  as 
loon  as  die  was  fafe  I  hauled  to¬ 
wards  the  enemy,  crouding  fail  to 
regain  her. 

At  feven  began  again  to  fire  at 
each  other,  and  our  main  top  gal¬ 
lant  malt  and  fore  topgallant  yard 
were  Shot  away  :  continued  con- 
llantly  firing  at  each  other, 

"lillnine'y  when  I  had  got  within 
pillol  Shot  of  the  Menagere’s  quar¬ 
ter,  and  put  my  helm  a  weather 
to  pour  in  a  broadfide  of  round 
and  grape  Shot  from  all  my  guns, 
which  fhe,  bekig  aware  of,  threw 
up  in  the  wind,  hauled  down  her 
colours,  and  hailed  that  fhe  had 
Slruck.  I  inllantly  ordered  my 
people  to  defiit  firing,  Shortened 
fail,  and  judging  myfelf  then  with¬ 
in  about  five  miles  of  the  entrance 
of  Ferrol,  where  they  mull  have 
heard  our  guns,  I  hallened  to  get 
both  fhips  from  off  the  land. 

At  eleven  P,  M.  my  prize  the 


Alexander  joined  us.  The  fore 
Shrouds  and  a  great  deal  of  run-' 
ning  rigging  being  Shot  away,  de¬ 
tained  us,  but  in  two  hours  we 
received  200  prifoners  more,  and 
were  able  to  make  a  little  fail  to¬ 
gether  to  weftward  off  Shore. 

At  day-break  we  faw  the  ifland 
Sifargo,  dillant  about  5  or  6 
leagues,  and  in  the  offing  the 
Dauphin  Royal,  with  her  main 
top-maft  gone,  and  otherways 
difabled  ;  and  the  brig  with  all 
her  malls  gone,  except  part  of  her 
iower  mails  *  I  thought  it  how¬ 
ever  improper  to  rifk  the  king’s 
ihip,  by  leaving  ourfelves  with 
fewer  men  ,  for  having  fent  50  on 
board  the  large  Ship,  and  20  on 
board  the  Alexander,  befides  man¬ 
ning  the  SpaniSh  prize,  I  had  re¬ 
maining  only  190  ;  half  of  whom 
muff  fleep  at  nights,  and  the  reffi 
were  few  to  work  the  ihip  and 
guard  340  prifoners  ;  for  this  rea- 
fon  I  hope  their  lord  Ships  will  ap¬ 
prove  of  my  not  chafing  the  Dau¬ 
phin  Royal  and  brig  ;  the  former 
hood  in  towards  the  land,  the 
brig  feemed  returning  to  Bour- 
deaux,  from  whence  this  armed 
convoy  failed  on  the  9th  inltant. 

On  the  14 th  of  December ,  at  ten 
P.  M.  Capt.  Stephen  Gregory,  of 
the  Alexander,  laid  a  plot  to  oc- 
cafion  the  prifoners  to  rife,  and 
hoped  to  have  taken  the  Mediator 
from  me  ;  but  through  the  inde¬ 
fatigable  attention  of  Lieutenant 
Rankin  of  the  marines,  in  the  dif- 
pofal  and  regulation  of  centries, 
&c.  as  a  guard,  and  the  lucky 
precaution  we  had  taken  of  order¬ 
ing  the  gratings  of  all  the  hatches 
in  the  lower  gun  deck  to  be 
battoned  down  with  capllan 
bars,  leaving  room  for  only  one 
man  at  a  time  to  come  up  abaft, 

where,  ■> 
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where,  in  cafe  of  an  alarm,  we 
had  fixed  our  rendezvous,  the 
defperate  fcheme  of  Gregory  was 
prevented  without  bloodlhed,  the 
prifoners  finding  no  paffage  where 
they  could  get  up.  The  alarm  he 
fixed  on  was  to  fire  an  eighteen 
pounder  gun  in  the  gun  room 
where  he  lay,  for  he  melTed  with 
my  lieutenants,  and  had  received 
every  friendly  attention. 

At  ten  at  night  I  felt  a  terrible 
fhock  from  fome  explofion,  and 
heard  a  cry  of  fire:  I  was  foon 
after  informed,  that  the  lee  port 
was  blowm  away  by  the  gun  into 
the  lea,  and  the  wTater  making  in. 
As  foon  as  1  had  wore  fhip  on  the 
other  tack,  to  get  the  port  hole 
covered  with  tarpaulins,  and  fe- 
cured,  1  went  down,  found  the 
gun  room  on  fire,  and  every  thing 
Shattered  that  w7as  near  the  explo¬ 
fion  ;  Gregory,  with  his  accom¬ 
plice,  dreffed,  though  they  had 
pretended  to  go  to  bed  ;  and  in 
their  cot  was  found  gunpowder, 
which  they  had  provided  to  prime 
the  gun  with  ;  and  in  fhort,  every 
proof  neceffary  for  a  conviction  of 
Gregory’s  having  fired  it  for  an 
alarm  to  make  the  prifoners  rife: 
he  ?'ad  alfo  endeavoured  to  provide 
hirntelf  with  a  fword,  but  being 
difappointed  in  his  project,  he 
begged  his  life* '  A  cry  of  fire  for¬ 
wards  was  heard  among  the  pri¬ 
foners  when  the  fignal  gun  was 
fired  ;  but  all  being  difcovered  and 
fettled,  I  ordered  Gregory,  toge¬ 
ther  with  thofe  of  his  officers  and 
men,  whom  I  fufpected  concerned 
in  the  plot,  to  be  put  in  irons, 
and  kept  on  bread  and  water.  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  trouble  their 
lordlhips  with  this  narrative,  in 
juftice  to  his  majefty’s  colours, 
under  which  no  prifoners  are  un- 
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defervedly  treated  with  rigour. 
The  officers  of  the  Menagerd  hav¬ 
ing  always  conducted  themfelves 
like  men  of  honour,  I  was  happy 
to  have  the  pleafure  of  continuing 
them  at  my  table,  with  the  ufual 
confidence  in  their  parole  ;  and 
the  prifoners  in  general  have  had 
every  mark  of  humanity  and  at¬ 
tention  fhewm  to  them  that  our 
own  fafety  would  admit  of.  When 
their  lordfhips  confider  the  force 
offering  us  battle,  and  at  firff 
united  to  oppofe  us,  they  will,  I 
trull,  be  convinced,  that  our  fuc- 
cels  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  ex¬ 
ertions  and  activity  of  the  officers 
and  men  in  working  the  fhip,  as 
well  as  in  fighting  her. 

The  enemy’s  fhot  having  been 
entirely  aimed  with  a  view  to  dil- 
maft  us,  fortunately  prevented  my 
officers  and  men  from  receiving 
any  hurt  ;  my  lower  rigging  for¬ 
wards  and  fome  abaft  was  /hot 
away:  alfo  the  main  top  gallant 
'mall,  ftudding  fail  and  yard,  and 
fore  top  gallant  yard,  top  mail, 
rigging,  fails,  and  running  rigging 
in  general  much  cut,  which,  with 
a  few  fhot  in  the  bows,  is  all  the 
damage  we  have  as  yet  difcovered 
to  have  happened  to  his  majefty’s 
fhip  Mediator  in  the  aCtion. 

Killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the 
Menagere ■ 

Monf.  Darmaignac,  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  property  in  the  ifland  of 
St.  Domingo,  and  three  feamen 
killed.  Seven  or  eight  feamen 
wounded. 

Killed  and  wounded  on  hoard  the 
Alexander, 

Six  feamen  killed.  Eight  or 
nine  ieamen  wounded. 

This  lift  is  taken  from  the  re¬ 
port  of  their  officers,  not  havrn 

ha 
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had  time  as  yet  to  examine  the 
prifoners  by  lilt* 

N.  B,  An  account  is  received 
from  the  purfer  of  the  Mediator, 
of  his  arrival  at  Portfmotith  with 
the  Alexander. 


Articles  of  Capitulation  of  the  {(lands 
of  St.  Chriftophers  and  Nevis, 
between  his  E xcellency  the  Count 
de  Grafje,  and  the  Marquis  de 
Bsuille  ;  and  his  Excellency  Major 
General  Shirley ,  Governor,  and 
Brigadier  General  draft. 

Art.  I-  THE  Governor,  the 
Commander  of  the  troops,  the  re¬ 
gular  officers  and  foidiers,  the  of¬ 
ficers  and  privates  of  militia,  fhali 
march  through  the  breach  on  the 
fort  of  Brimftone  Hill,  with  all 
the  honours  of  war,  with  drums 
beating,  colours  hying,  one  mor¬ 
tar,  two  brafs  field  pieces,  ten 
rounds  each,  arms  and  baggage, 
and  then  lay  down  their  arms  at  a 
place  appointed,  the  officers  ex¬ 
cepted. 

Art.  II.  The  regular  troops 
fhali  be  prifoners  q,f  war,  and  lent 
to  England  in  fafe  and  good  vef- 
fels,  which  fhali  be  furnifhed  with 
provifions  for  the  voyage,  but  they 
fhali  not  ferve  againft  the  King  of 
France  until  they  fhali  be  ex¬ 
changed.  The  officers  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  refide  in  any  of  the 
iflands,  upon  their  parole.  The 
militia  and  armed  negroes  fhali  re¬ 
turn  to  their  refpebtjve  homes. 

Art.  III.  The  inhabitants  or 
their  attorneys  fhali  be  obliged  to 
take  the  oaths  o,f  fidelity  to  the 
King  of  France,  within  the  /pace 
of  one  month,  before  the  governor 
or  the  laid  iflands,  and  thofe  that 
are  prevented  from  it  by  ficknefs, 
fhali  obtain  a  delay. 


Art.  IV  They  fhali  cbfervg 
an  exaft  neutrality,  and  fhali  not 
be  compelled  to  take  arms  againft 
his  Britannic  Majefty,  or  any  other 
power.  They  are  at  liberty  to  re¬ 
tain  their  arms  for  the  internal  po¬ 
lice  and  better  fubje&ion  of  their 
negroes  j  but  they  are  to  make  a 
return  of  them  to  the  juftices  of 
the  peace,  who  fhali  be  refpon- 
fible  for  any  bad  ufe  that  may  be 
made  of  them,  contrary  to  the 
tenor  of  the  prefent  capitulation. 

Art.  V.  They  fhali  enjoy, 
until  a  peace,  their  laws,  cuftoms, 
and  ordinances.  Juftice  fhali  be 
adminiftered  by  the  fame  perfons 
who  are  actually  in  office.  Ail 
expences  attending  the  admini- 
ft ration  of  juftice  fhali  be  defrayed 
by  the  colony. 

Art.  VI  The  Court  of  Chan¬ 
cery  fhali  be  held  by  the  coruncil 
of  the  ifland,  and  in  the  fame 
form  as  heretofoie,  and  all  ap¬ 
peals  from  the  faid  court  fhali  be 
made  to  his  moft  Chrifttan  Ada- 
jefty  in  council. 

Art.  VII.  The  inhabitants 
and  clergy  lhall  be  fupported  in 
the  pofteilion  of  their  eftates  and 
properties,  of  whatfoever  nature 
and  denomination,  and  in  their 
privileges,  rights,  titles,  honours, 
and  exemptions,  and  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  their  religion,  and  the 
minifters  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 
livings,.  The  ablentees,  and  thofe 
who  are  in  the  fervice  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty,  fhali  be  main¬ 
tained  ffi  the  poffeffion  and  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  eftates  and  pro¬ 
perties,  which  fhali  be  managed 
by  their  attornies.  ’The  inhabi¬ 
tants  may  fell  their  eftates  and 
pofteffions  to  whom  they  fhali  think 
proper,  and  they  are  at  liberty  to 
fend  their  children  to  England  to 
be  educated,  and  from  whence 
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they  may  return  when  they  judge 
proper. 

.Art.  VIII.  The  inhabitants 
fhali  pay  monthly  into  the  hands 
of  the  treafurer  ot  the  troops,  in 
lieu  of  all  taxes,  the  value  of  two 
thirds  of  the  articles  that  the 
ifiands  of  St-  Chriftophers  and 
Nevis  paid  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  ;  which  fhali  be  efiimated 
according  to  the  valuation  of  the 
revenues  made  in  the  year  1781, 
and  which  fhali  ferve  as  a  balls. 

Art.  IX.  The  (lores  which 
may  have  been  tviken  during  the 
liege  fhali  be  religioufiy  restored, 
and  they  may  alfo  be  reclaimed  in 
any  of  the  French  windward  or 
leeward  ifiands. 

Art.  X.  The  inhabitants  (hall 
not  be  obliged  to  furnifh  the  troops 
with  quarters,  except  in  extraor¬ 
dinary  cafes ;  but  they  are  to  be 
lodged  at  the  expence  of  the  king, 
or  in  houfes  belonging  to  the 
crown 

Art.  XI  In  cafes  where  the 
king’s  bulinefs  may  require  ne¬ 
groes  to  work,  they  fhali  be  for- 
nifhed  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
laid  ifiands,  to  the  number  of  five 
hundred,  but  they  fhali  be  paid  at/ 
the  rate  of  two  bills  per  day  each, 
and  victualled  at  the  expence  of 
the  king. 

Art.  XII.  The  vefiels  and 
droghers  belonging  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  at  the  capitulation  fhali  be 
lefiored  entire  to  their  owners. 

The  veffels  which  the  faid  inha¬ 
bitants  expe&ed  from  the  ports  of 
England,  or  from  any  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty’s  poflefiions,  fhali 
be  received  in  the  faid  colonies 
during  the  fpace  of  fix  months  ; 
and  they  may  load  them  to  return 
under  neutral  colours  even  for  the 
ports  of  Great  Britain,  with  the 


particular  permifiion  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  ;  and  if  any  of  the  vefiels 
expected  fhali  Hop  at  any  of  the 
Engliih  ifiands,  the  governor  fhali 
be  authorized  to  grant  permifiion 
for  them  to  come  to  either,  of  the 
faid  ifiands 

Art.  XIII.  The  inhabitants 
and  merchants  (ball  enioy  all  the 
privileges  of  commerce  granted  to 
the  (ubjedfcs  of  his  molt  Chrlfiian 
JMajefiy,  throughout  all  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  dominions. 

Art.  XIV.  Whatever  may 
have  been  furnifhed  for  the  French 
army  during  the  fiege,  and  to  this 
day  by  the  faid  ifiands,  and  the 
lodes  that  the  inhabitants  have  luf- 
tained  by  the  burning  of  planta¬ 
tions,  and  by  every  other  means, 
(ball  be  efiimated  by  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  amount 
equally  borne  by  the  two  ifiands, 
under  the  head  of  contribution  or 
indemnity  for  the  expences  or  the. 
war,  but  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
this  article  fhali  not  diminiih  the 
taxes  above  mentioned,  which  are 
to  take  place  from  the  date  of  the 
capitulation  ;  but  the  afiembly  of 
the  inhabitants  may  apply  to  it 
the  arrears  of  the  general  taxes 
which  remain  i-n  their  hands  at  the 
date  of  the  capitulation. 

Art.  XV.  The  faitors  of  mer¬ 
chant  fhips,  thofe  of  privateers, 
and  other  individuals,  who  have 
no  property  in  the  faid  ifiands, 
(ball  depart  from  the  fame  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  weeks,  if  they  are  not 
employed  in  droghers,  or  avowed 
by  two  proprietors,  who  wilt  an- 
Iwer  for  them,  and  means  diall  be 
furnifhed  them  to  depart  for  the 
neutral  ifiands. 

Art.  XV I.  The  General  of 
the  P'rench  troops  fhali  be  put  in 
pofiefiion  of  all  the  aitillerv,  all 
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the  effects,  depending  on  the  co¬ 
lonies,  belonging  to  his  Britannic 
Majefty,  all  powder,  arms,  am¬ 
munition,  and  king’s  veflels  fhall 
be  given  to  the  commander  of  the 
French  troops,  and  an  inventory 
of  them  prefented  to  the  governor. 

Art.  XVII.  Out  of  refpedt  to 
the  courage  and  determined  con¬ 
duct  of  Generals  Shirley  and  Fra- 
fer,  we  confent  that  they  fhall  not 
be  confidered  as  prifofters  of  war  ; 
but  the  former  may  return  to  his 
goverement  of  Antigua,  and  the 
latter  continue  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country,  being  happy  to  teftify 
this  mark  of  particular  efleem  for 
thofe  brave  officers. 

At  St.  Chrijlopher’' s  Feb.  12,,  1782. 

Le  Ma  R  QJU  is  De  Bouille. 

Thomas  Shirley. 

(Governor  and  Major  General  in 
his  Majefty’s  army.) 

Thomas  Fraser,  Brig.  Gen. 

It  is  moreover  covenanted,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands, 
with  the  permiffion  of  the  gover¬ 
nor,  may  export  their  merchandize 
in  neutral  veflels,  for  all  the  ports 
of  France  and  America. 

(Signed  as  above.) 


Copies  of  two  Letters  which  pa  filed: 
between  the  Duke  de  Crillon  and 
General  Eliott  during  the  Si.  re  of 
Gibraltar. 

I 

Camp  of  Buenavifia ,  Aug.  19,  1782,. 

SIR, 

IS  Royal  Highnefs  Comte 
d  Aitcis,  who  nas  received 
permiffion  from  the  King  his  bro¬ 
ther  to  afliffc  at  this  flege,  as  a  vo¬ 
lunteer  in  the  combined  army,  of 
which  _  their  _  moft  Chriftian''  and 
Catholic  Maje  flies  have  honoured 
me  with  the  command,  arrived  in 
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this  camp  the  15th  inftant  This 
young  prince  has  been  pleafed,  in 
palling  through  Madrid,  to  take 
charge  of  fome  letters,  which  had 
been  fent  to  that  capital  from  this, 
and  which  are  addrefled  to  per- 
fons  belonging  to  your  garrifon  : 
his  royal  highnefs  has  defired  that 
I  would  tranfmit  them  to  you,  and 
that  to  this  mark  of  his  goodnelk 
and  attention  I  iliould  add  the’ 
flrongeft  expreffions  of  efleem  for 
your  perfon  and  character.  I  feel 
the  greater  pleafure  in  giving  this 
mark  of  condefcenfion  in  this  au~ 
gull;  prince,  as  it  furnifhes  me 
with  a  pretext,  which  I  have  been 
anxioufiy  looking  for  thefe  two' 
months  that  I  have  been  in  this- 
camp,  to  a fiii re  you  of  the  high 
efleem  I  have  conceived  for  your 
excellency  ;  of  the  immenfe  defire 
I  feel  of  deferving  yours  ;  and  of 
the  plea  lure  to  which  I  look  for¬ 
ward  of  becoming  your  friend, 
after  I  fhall  have  learnt  to  render 
myfelf  worthy  of  the  honour  of 
facing  you  as  an  enemy.  His 
Highnefs  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
who  arrived  here  twenty-four  hours 
after  Comte  d’Artois,  defires  alfo 
that  I  fhould  allure  you  of  his  par¬ 
ticular  efleem.  Permit  me,  dear 
general,  to  offer  you  a  few  little 
trifles  for  your  table,  of  which  I 
am  lure  you  miift  ftand  in  need  : 
as  I  know  you  live  entirely  on  ve¬ 
getables,  I  Ihould  be  glad  to  know’ 
what  kind  you  like  beft.  I  final]  add 
a  few  partridges  for  the  gentlemep 
of  your  houfhold,  and  fome  ice, 
which  I  prefume  will  not  be  difa- 
greeable,  in  the  excellive  heat  of 
this  climate,  at  this  feafon  of  the 
year.  I  hope  you  will  be  obliging 
enough  to  accept  the  final!  por¬ 
tion  which  I  fend  with  this  letter. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c„ 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Eliott,  Cfc. 

S  I  Rj 
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SIR,  Gibraltar ,  Aug.  20. 

FIND  myfelf  highly  honoured 
by  your  obliging  letter  of 
yefterday,  in  which  your  excel¬ 
lency  was  fo  kind  as  to  inform  me 
of  the  arrival  in  your  carhp  of  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Comte  d’Ar- 
tois,  and  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
to  ferve  as  volunteers  at  the  fiege. 
Thefe  princes  have  fhewn  their 
judgment  in  making  choice  of  a 
mailer  in  the  art  of  war,  whofe  abi¬ 
lities  cannot  fail  to  form  great  w^r- 
riours.  I  am  really  overwhelmed 
with  the  condefcenfton  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  in  buffering  fome  letters 
for  perlons  in  this  town,  to  be 
conveyed  from  Madrid  in  his  car¬ 
riages  ;  I  flatter  myfelf  that  your 
excellency  will  give  my  moft  pro¬ 
found  relpedls  to  his  royal  high¬ 
nefs  and  to  the  Duke  de  Bourbon, 
for  the  exprelfions  of  efteem  with 
which  they  have  been  pleafed  to 
honour  fo  infignificant  a  perfon  as 
I  am. 

I  return  a  thoufand  thanks  to 
your  excellency  for  your  handfome 
prefents  of  fruits,  vegetables,  and 
game  ;  you  will  excufe  me,  how¬ 
ever,  1  trull,  when  I  affure  you, 
that  in  accepting  your  prefent, 

I  have  broken  through  a  refolu- 
tion,  which  I  had  faithfully  kept 
fince  the  beginning  of  the  war  • 
and  that  Was,  never  to  receive,  or 
procure  by  any  means  whatever, 
any  provifons  or  other  commodity 
for  my  own  private  ufe  ;  fo  that, 
without  any  preference,  every  thing 
is  fold  publicly  here,  and  the  pri¬ 
vate  foldier,  if  he  has  money,  can 
become  a  purchafer,  as  foon  as 
the  governor.  I  confefs  I  make 
it  a  point  of  honour  to  partake 
both  of  plenty  and  fcarcity,  in 
common  with  the  lowed  of  my 
brave  fellow  fok'iers :  this  fur- 


nifties  me  with  an  excufe  for  the 
liberty  I  now  take,  of  entreating 
your  excellency  not  to  heap  any 
more  favours  on  me  of  this  kind, 
as  in  future  I  cannot  convert  your 
prefents  to  my  own  private  ufe. 
Indeed,  to  be  plain  with  your  ex¬ 
cellency,  though  vegetables  at  this 
feafon  are  fcarce  with  us,  everv 
one  of  us  has  got  a  quantity  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  labour  he  has  be¬ 
llowed  in  railing  them  :  the  Eng¬ 
lish  are  naturally  fond  of  garden-  ‘ 
ing  and  cultivation  ;  and  here  we 
find  our  amufement  in  it,  during 
the  intervals  of  reft  from  public 
duty. 

The  promife  which  the  Duke 
de  Crillon  makes  to  honour  me, 
in  proper  time  and  place,  with  his 
friend  (hip,  lays  me  under  infinite 
obligations  j  the  interefts  of  our 
fovereigns  being  once  folidlv 
fettled,  I  fliall  with  eager nels 
embrace  the  firft  opportunity  to 
avail  myfelf  of  fo  precious  a 
treafure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
His  Excellency  the  Duke  de 
Crillon ,  Cf c . 


Copy  of  n  Note  from  the  Right  Hon . 
Lird  George  Gordon  to  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Shelburne. 

LORD  George  Gordon  prefents 
his  compliments  to  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne,  and  begs  his  lord- 
fliip  will  do  him  the  favour  to 
inform  him  whether  his  majefty’s 
prefent  cabinet  approve  of  the  de¬ 
claration  made  in  the  letter,  faid 
to  be  written  by  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
and  Admiral  Digby  to  General 
Washington  :  That  his  maie- 

fty,  in  order  to  remove  all  ohlla- 
cles  to  that  peace  which  he  fo  ar¬ 
dently 
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dently  wi flies  to  reftore,  has  com¬ 
manded  his  minifters  to  diredl  Mr. 
Grenville,  that  the  independency 
of  the  Thirteen  Provinces  fihould 
be  propofed  by  him,  in  the  fir  it 
inftance,  inftead  of  making  it  a 
Condition  of  a  general  treaty  P 
Lord  George  would  not  have 
afked  this  queftion  to  fatisfy  any 
private  curiofity  ;  but  he  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  the  king  to  acquaint 
Lord  Shelburne,  as  prime  miniiier, 
that  great  bodies  of  the  people  in 
the  united  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
are  daily  prelling  Lord  George,  in 
the  ftrongefl  terms,  and  in  the 

*j  ’ 

mod;  affectionate  expreffions,  to 
write  his  fentiments  to  them  on 
the  prefect  ffate  of  public  affairs 
in  the  united  kingdoms  ;  and  Lord 
George  finds,  among  other  ferious 
matters,  that  the  late  letter,  faid 
to  be  written  by  his  majefly’s  com- 
miffioners  at  New  York,  not  being 
publicly  authenticated  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  Gazette,  alarms  the  iuipi- 
cions  of  thofe  who  ardently  wiili 
for  peace  with  their  brethren,  that 
that  letter  is  a  forgery,  and  that 
peace  with  America  is  not  in¬ 
tended  and  on  the  other  hand, 
not  being  contradicted  by  the 
king’s  prefent  fervants,  it  caufes 
the  greateft  anguifh  and  difguft  to 
thofe  who  have  confcientiouily  ap¬ 
proved  and  fupported  the  American 
war. 

The  people  of  Scotland  are 
much  diffracted  and  difturbed  with 
this  apparent  *mifunderftanding  in 
the  cabinet  of  the  united  king¬ 
doms,  thinking  the  honour  of 
the  united  kingdoms  is  trifled 
with  ;  and  they  are  anxious  in  the 
highefl  degree  to  receive  lbme  in¬ 
formation  that  they  may  depend 
upon  in  fo  affefting  a  concern  as 


the  independency  of  America  is  r© 
their  own  national,  particular,  and 
immediate  intereif  :  Lord  George, 
therefore,  hopes  Lord  Shelburne 
will  condefcend  to  inform  him 
whether  the  propofal  of  indepen¬ 
dency,  in  the  letter  faid  to  be 
written  by  the  king’s  commiffion- 
ers,  is,  or  is  not,  a  meafure  to  be 
adhered  to  by  his  majefly’s  prefent 
adminifiration  ? 

Lord  George  has  the  honour  to 
affure  Lord  Shelburne,  that  he 
wiflies  he  could  underfland  and 
approve  of  the  meafures  of  the 
king’s  counfellors,  that  he,  and 
thofe  who  adt  with  him,  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  demon- 
flrating  the  uprightness,  and  loy¬ 
alty  of  their  proceedings  and  in¬ 
tentions  ,  and  of  exerting  them- 
felves,  according  to  their  voca¬ 
tions,  to  the  uttermofl  of  their 
power,  in  fupport  of  good  go¬ 
vernment,  the  true  interefl  of  the 
people,  the  honour  and  happinefs 
of  the  king’s  majefly  and  his  pos¬ 
terity,  and  the  true  public  liberty, 
fafetv,  and  peace  of  the  three 
kingdoms  of  Scotland,  England, 
and  Ireland. 

W tlbeck Jlreet^  Od.  16,  1782. 


Letter  from  the  Re< v.  Mr.  Ef'yz'ill 
to  Lord  Shelburne ,  inclojing  the 
fecond  Addrejs  to  the  Electors  of 
Great  Britain *,  agreed  to  hy  the 
Committee  of  Association  for  the 
County  of  Cork,  Oct.  17,  1782, 
with  his  Lordjhip's  Anfvoer  thereto . 

My  Lord,  03.  17,  1782. 

TAKE  the  liberty  to  inciofe 
for  your  Iordfhip’s  perufal,  a 
manufeript  copy  of  the  fecond  ad- 
drefs  to  the  electors  of  Great  Bri- 


%  For  the  copy  of  this  Addrefs,  fee  the  State  Papers. 


tain, 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [2S5 


tain,  agreed  to  by  the  committee 
of  affociation  for  the  county  of 
York,  at  a  moft  numerous  and  re- 
-  fpeftable  meeting  held  here  this 
day.  It  contains  their  juft  ac¬ 
knowledgments  of  your  lordfliip’s 
dillinguiihed  exertions  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  cauie  of  parliamentary  refor¬ 
mation  ;  and  exprelfes  their  grate¬ 
ful  fenfe  of  your  generous  endea¬ 
vours  to  accomplish  a  coalition  on 
the  principles  adopted  by  this  af- 
lociation,  and  other  relpedtable 
bodies  in  different  parts  ol  the 
kingdom. 

Thefe,  I  beg  leave  to  allure 
you,  are  the  genuine  fentiments 
of  this  committee  ;  and  not  more 
warmly  felt  by  any  one  membei 
of  it  than  by,  My  Lord,  &c. 

Earl  of  Shelburne.  C.  Wyv  ill. 

SIR,  Bowsed  Parky  24  Ode.  1782. 

WAS  vefterday  honoured  with 
your  letter  of  the  i  7th  inftant : 
— The  repeated  approbation  of  the 
committee  of  the  county  of  York, 
gives  me  perfonally  the  greateft 
fatisfa&ion  :  and  I  am  happy  to 
find  nearly  die  fame  opinions, 


which  I  expreffed  to  this  county 
laft  year,  more  ably,  as  well  as 
more  fully,  inculcated  in  the  ad- 
drefs  you  do  me  the  honour  to  in- 
clofe  to  me.  Their  perfeverance 
mull  command  general  refpedt, 
and  will,  1  trull,  finally  conquer 
every  difficulty  in  fo  found  a  cauie. 
As  to  myfelf,  I  am  ftill  ready  to 
enter  into  the  ftridteft  and  molt 
unequivocal  union  with  any  pub¬ 
lic  man,  or  public  body  of  men, 
who  may  be  deemed,  in  point  of 
national  weight  and  opinion,  com¬ 
petent  to  the  effecting  thofe  im¬ 
portant  ends. 

W ords  cannot  exprefs  how  much 
I  am  alarmed  at  the  public  firu- 
ation  at  home  and  abroad  •  or  my 
apprehenfions  for  what  may  be  the 
refult. 

The  difinterefied  zeal,  as  well 
as  temperale  condudL  which  yoy 
have  fhewn  in  the  Dublic  fervice, 
has  impreffed  me  with  a  refpe^l 
with  which  1  mud  always  lemain, 
yours,  &c. 

Shelburnj, 
The  Rev.  Mr-  Wyvill , 

Chairman ,  4. 


/ 


The 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  take® 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  Mr.  John  James  Catherwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  of  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and 
imported  into  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid ,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  Tear  ended  the  $th  of 
January,  1783. 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 
£,  s.  d. 


E  X  P  O  R 

TED. 

1782. 

Britifh 

Foreign 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Wheat  —  — 

6,497 

1 ,040^ 

Wheat  Meal  and  Flour 

123,495 

2,332 

Rye  —  — 

3*994 

9 

Barley  — =.  —  — 

28,351 

45 

Malt 

79*324 

Nil  y 

Oats  —  —  — 

i°>555 

7,018 

Oatmeal 

2,113 

40 

Beans  —  — .  — 

19,493 

226 

Peafe  — 1  •—  — 

5>i33 

86oj 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  —  —  — 

552  "l 

Wheat  Flour  — 

11*235 

t 

Barley  and  Bere  — 

1 2  >93  5 

'  '■>  'V.  ; 

B^ley  Meal  —  — 

28  { 

Malt  —  —  — 

7,062  f 

Oats  —  — ■  — 

1 ,089 

Oatmeal  —  —  — 

2,501 

Peafe  and  Beans  — 

416  J 

I  M  P  O  R 

TED. 

1782. 

Quarters. 

Duties 

ENGLAND. 

received 

Wheat  — ■  —  — 

76,079  " 

£■ 

Wheat  Flour  —  — 

3,700 

Barley  ■ —  —  — 

u*954  , 

Oats  —  —  - — 

33*758  l 

2,2/0  2 

Beans  — ~  *— 

Peafe  —  —  — 

4*553  J 

SCOTLAND. 

42,281 
55 


3 

7 


1  i*Bo. 

1  Dr. 


5*633  3  sJBo. 


d. 


Wheat  — 
Wheat  Flour 
Barley  — 
Oats  —  «— 

Oatmeal  — 
Peafe 


666 
250 
1 ,638 

3*929 

875 

3  86 


79  H  6 


The 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bufhel,  for  the  year  1782. 


Wheat. 

Rye. 

Barley. 

Oats. 

Beans. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

5  »ii 

3  7  4 

2  9? 

1  ioi 

3 

3 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fined  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally  ex¬ 
ceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz.- 

Wheat.  Rye.  Barley.  Oats.  Beans. 

Per  bufhel,  6d.  3d.  3d  3d.  6d. 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament, 

the  Year  1782. 


for 


NAVY. 

100,000  rnen,  including  21,305  marines 

Ordinary  of  the  navy  -  — 

Buildings,  rebuildings,  and  repairs  of  fhips 
For  the  debt  of  the  navy  — 


ORDNANCE. 

Ordnance,  fea  fervice  — .  — — - 

Do  —  land  fervice  - -  — — 

Do  —  extraordinary  expence  in  1781  - 

For  compenfation  to  proprietors  of  lands  near  Ply¬ 
mouth  ■  — - — 


FORCES. 

49>455  including  4175  invalids,  guards,  and 

garrifons  -  — - 

Plantations,  Minorca,  and  Gibraltar,  & c.  - 

Pay  of  general  and  ftaff  officers  - 


u 

fenfibles,  for  1782 


Cloathing  for  the  embodied  militia,  in  1782  — — 

An  additional  company,  and  additional  to  the  mili¬ 
tia,  including  cloathing,  1781  — - - - 

Additional  to  3  regiments  of  foot,  and  for  Major 

General  Stuart  Douglas  — - —  — - 

Reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines  - — - 

Korfe  guards  reduced  _ _  _ 

1  regiment  light  dragoons,  and  2  regiments  of  foot, 

from  24 Sept,  to  24  December,  1781  - _ — 

Out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  Hofpital  - - 

1  regiment  light  dragoons,  7  battalions  and  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  foot,  in  Eaft  Indies,  1782  - - 

Pay  and  fubfidy  for  13,472  Heffians  - — 

Deficiency  in  vote  for  Heffians,  from  6  April  to  24 
December,  *781  - -  - 


£■ 

s. 

d. 

-  4.940,000 

0 

0 

409,766 

1 2 

9 

953.5 19 

0 

0 

I.  500,000 

0 

0 

7.803  ,285 

12 

9 

260,000 

0 

0 

696,001 

*3 

5 

-  899,723 

*5 

7 

16,364 

10 

5 

1 .872,089 

19 

5 

1.242,835 

2 

.> 

>•  3*5. 523 

5 

10 

43,840 

6 

0 

677,497 

*5 

10 

100,594 

1 7 

1 

542 

14 

1 

10 

4 

77.595 

19 

z 

574 

18 

4 

21,329 

18 

8 

92,881 

17 

1 

•  36,280 

10 

S 

367,203 

9 

10 

>  5 .499 

17 

5 

Pay 
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Pay  and  iubfidy  for  4300  men  of  the  troops  of  Bruns¬ 
wick  -  - -  - 

2094  men  of  the  troops  of  Hanau  - — — — 

Charge  of  5  Hanoverian  battalions  - — 

For  the  troops  of  the  Prince  of  Waldeck  - - 

Charge  of  933  men  of  the  troops  of  Anhalt  Zerbft, 

including  artillery  -  — - — 

Deficiency  in  votes  for  troops  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  from 
1 8th  April  to  24th  December,  1781  • — — 

Charge  of  1559  men  of  Anfpach,  including  artillery, 

with  fubfidy  - ■ - -  - 

Deficiency  in  fums  voted  for  troops  of  Anfpach, 
from  2d  March  to  24th  December,  1781  —  ■ — • 

Charge  of  provifions  for  foreign  troops  in  North 

America  -  — - 

Charge  of  artillery  for  ditto  - — - —  — — 

l  s.  d. 

Extraordinary  expences  of  the  forces  ~  3-436,399  6  ok 

Dedutt 


93,947  K, 

61 ,108  11  05 

56,074  19  44 

17,498  3  2$ 

23,818  11  11J 

4,942  19  o 

43^65  12  3 

3,282  12  s 

55,469  O  G 
27,683  14  @ 


Savings  by  the 

refpited  pay 

of  fundry 

regiments 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

for 

-  .177.6 

9,3a3 

6 

8 

Ditto  of  ditto 

-  1 777 

28,346 

5 

.0 

Ditto  of  ditto 

-  1773 

17,448 

0 

0 

Ditto  of  ditto 

-  H79 

37, 300 

0 

,0 

Ditto  of  the 

grant  for 

80  independent  cotnpa- 

nies 

178; 

63,928 

6 

1.0,345  1 4  2 

— — - 3.280,053  II 


7  661,421 

*3 

4-1 

EXCHEQUER  BILLS. 

To  pay 

off  exchequer  bills  on  next  aids 

— - 

1 .900,000 

0 

0 

Ditto 

• - on  next  aids 

1 .500,000 

0 

0 

Ditto 

■ - — —  on  vote  of  credit  *-*» 

1 ,000,000 

0 

0 

4.400,000 

0 

0 

D  E  F  I  C;I  E  N  C I  E  S. 

T 0  make  good  deficiency  of  land  tax 

-  256,964 

S 

7i 

Ditto 

-  of  malt  duty 

163,035 

1 1 

4* 

Ditto 

- - —  of  coinage  duty 

#  — 

8,»  13 

1 6 

I  fi 

1  1  2 

Ditto 

- - -  of  annuity  fund, 

1758 

3  v  M  9 

8 

Ditto 

■ -  of  annuity  fund, 

lyyH 

1  8  3,380 

3 

8 

Ditto 

-  of  annuity  fund. 

1779 

1 02 .806 

9 

0 

Ditto 

- - -  of  annuity  fund. 

1780 

1 5  3  - 1 93 

8 

1 1 

Ditto 

- - —  of  ways  and  means, 

1 781 

1 9. 667 

5 

-»*■ 

l5? 

022,310  12  6-J 


MISCE  L- 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Levant  company  -  —  - — • 

For  roads  and  bridges  in  Scotland  ■ —  — 

Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet  houfe 
^Towards  rebuilding  Newgate  — 

For  the  Britiili  Mufeum  —  — -  — 

For  the  American  fufferers  (to 

be  replaced  to  civil  lift)  —  73,704  8  o  } 

Money  paid  on  addrelles  ■ —  8,908  9  if  f 

Ditto  to  Duncan  Campbell  for  I 

expence  of  convidts,  ditto  —  14,719  4  o  J 

Civil  eftabiifliment  of  Nova  Scotia  — -  — 

Ditto  —  of  Eaft  Florida  '  —  — 

Ditto  —  of  Weft  Florida,  for  the  year 

ended  24th  June,  1779  —  — * 

Ditto  —  of  Georgia  —  — - 

Ditto  —  of  St.  John  in  America  — 

For  the  commiffioners  of  public  accounts  * — 

For  the  fupport  of  the  Britifti  forts  and  fettlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa  —  — •  '  — 

To  pay  the  prizes  in  the  lottery  — 


5,000 

0 

0 

5,830 

I 

6 

25,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

97,332 

I 

V 

I 

•  $,021 

10 

5 

3’95° 

0 

1  v 

0 

2,700 

0 

0 

2,536 

0 

0 

3,000 

0 

0 

19,000 

0 

1 5, coo 

0 

0 

405,000 

0 

0 

Total  of  the  fupplies 
Vote  of  credit  — 


W  AYS  and  MEAN  S. 

Malt  duty  —  —  — 

Land  tax  — *  — — •  — ■ 

Loan  —  ■* —  1 — 

Lottery  —  —  — - 

Exchequer  bills  — • 

Ditto  —  —  — *  — 

Ca/li  in  the  hands  of  the  deputy  treafurer  of  the 

is.  per  lb.  for  Chelfea  Hofpital  — ~  - 

Difpolable  money  in  the  Exchequer 


furpius  on  10th  Oflober,  1781  — 

Ditto,  remains  of  ditto,  £.  s.  d. 

ditto  - •  55,476  1  icf- 

Ditto,  furpius  on  5th 

April,  1782  —  615,284  9  4 

Ditto,  future  produce - 


Vote  of  credit  • — • 

T otal  of  W ays  ar.d  Means  — 
Vo l.  XXV.  [T] 


I 


*  602,369 

l3 

of 

23,261 ,477 

1  i 

if 

2  ,ooo,cco 

0 

0 

24,261,477 

1 1 

if 

£■ 

s. 

d. 

750,00° 

0 

0 

2,000,000 

0 

0 

13, 500,000 

0 

0 

40  5 ,000 

0 

0 

1 ,500,000 

0 

0 

1 ,900,000 

0 

0 

-  23,645 

2 

7 

10,25  1 

18 

1 1 

d. 

0  1 

>870,760 

1 1 

n  J, 
-64. 

»f  3 

2,284,715 

10 

8 

23,244,3  73 

3 

4v 

1,000,000 

0 

0 

24>244’373  3  4* 
TetuI 
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Total  of  5  ?“PP'ies 


(  Ways  and  Means 
Deficiency  of  ways  and  means 


24,261,477  I!  ij 
24,244,373  3  4I 


—  17,104  7 


84- 


The  loan  for  the  year  1782,  is  —  £■  13,400,000  o  o 

The  intereft  of  which,  at  5/.  iys.  6<A  per  cent,  is  -  793>,25  0  0 


Taxes  for  the  Tear  1 7 


An  additional  duty  of  one  (hilling  per  barrel  on  all  final! 
beer,  above  ten  J, hillings  per  barrel,  and  withhold¬ 
ing  the  6d.  drawback  on  mall  <—  - - 

Ditto  of  4 d.  per  pound  on  tobacco  —— 

Ditto  of  one  farthing  per  pound  on  fait  — - 

Ditto  on  medicinal  ditto,  2 s,  the  cwt.  - — 

Spanifli  and  Flemiih  brandies  to  pay  the  fame  duties  as 
French  —  —  — 

Additional  tax  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  excife  and  cuf- 

Ncto  Taxes, 

On  every  tool,  inftrred  i#.  6d.  . . .  * r 

A  (lamp  duty  of  3 d.  on  every  inland  bill  of  exchange 
tinder  50/  and  6d  on  ditto  above  50/.  — 

One  farthing  per  ton  per  mile  on  all  freight,  by  inland 

water  carriage  — -  - — — 

On  coafting,  ditto,  3 dQ  per  ton  on  all  freight  (ex¬ 
cepting  coals)  —  —  — 

Total  of  taxes  — ®  ■—  — 

Intereft  of  the  loan  —*■  —  — 


of  taxes 


S.  d. 


42,000  o  © 

i4t,333  o  o 
60,000  O  o 
5 ,000  o  o 

5,000  O  G 

235,000  ©  © 


l©0,0©0  o  © 
50,000  o  o 
163,41©  ©  o 

12,000  ©  O 

8' 3,743  o  o 
793',I5  0  6 

.  r - Iiirw  I  ■  ....wm 

20,618  ©  & 
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STATE  PAPERS 


& 


fils  Majefty's  me  ft  gracious  Speech 
to  both  Houjes  of  Parliament ,  oft 
the  I'jth  of  November,  1781. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

WHEN  I  lad  met  you  in  par¬ 
liament,  I  acquainted  you 
With  the  arduous  fituatioh  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  at  that  time,  and  I  re- 
prefented  to  you  the  objects  which 
I  had  in  view,  and  the  refolution 
with  which  I  was  determined  to 
perfevere  in  the  defence  of  my 
dominions  againd  the  combined 
power  of  my  enemies,  until  fuch 
a  pacification  could  be  made  as 
might  confid  with  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  the  permanent  in- 
tered  and  fecurity  of  my  people. 
The  war  is  dill  unhappily  pro¬ 
longed  by  that  redlefs  ambitioh 
which  fird  excited  otir  enemies  to 
commence  it,  and  which  dill  con¬ 
tinues  to  difappoint  my  earned 
defire  and  diligent  exertion  to  re- 
ftore  the  public  tranquility  ;  but 
j  fhould  not  anfwer  the  trud  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  fovereign  of  a  free 
people,  nor  make  a  fuitable  re¬ 
turn  to  my  fubjedls  for  their  con- 
dant,  zealous,  and  affectionate  at¬ 
tachment  to  my  perfon,  family, 
and  government,  if  I  confented  to 
facrifice,  either  to  my  own  defire 
of  peace,  or  to  their  temporary 
«afe  and  relief,  thofe  effential 


rights  and  permanent  interefts* 
upon  the  maintenance  and  prefer- 
Vation  of  which,  the  future  drength 
and  fecurity  of  this  country  mud 
ever  principally  depend. 

The  favourable  appearance  of 
our  affairs  in  the  Ead  Indies,  and 
the  fafe  and  pfofperous  arrival  of 
the  numerous  commercial  fleets  of 
my  kingdoms,  mild  have  given 
you  fatisfadion  ;  but  in  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  my  adiduotis  endea¬ 
vours  to  guard  the  extenfive  do¬ 
minions  of  my  crown  have  not 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  equal 
to  the  judice  and  uprightness  of 
my  views  ;  and  it  is  with  great 
concern  that  I  inform  you,  that 
the  events  of  wrar  have  been  very 
unfortunate  to  my  arms  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  having  ended  in  the  lofs  of 
my  forces  in  that  province. 

No  endeavours  have  been  want¬ 
ing  on  my  part  to  extingulfli  that 
fpitit  of  rebellion  which  bur  ene- 
tnies  have  found  means  to  foment 
and  maintain  in  the  colonies,  and 
to  redore  to  my  deluded  fubje&s 
in  America  that  happy  and  prof- 
perous  condition  which  they  for¬ 
merly  derived  from  a  due  obedi¬ 
ence  to  the  laws  ;  blit  the  late 
misfortune  in  that  quarter  calls 
loudly  lor  your  firm  concurrence 
and  adidance,  to  frudrate  the  de- 
flgns  of  our  enemies,  equally  pre- 

[ft  J  %  judicial 
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judicial  to  the  real  intereds  of  A* 
merica,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain, 

In  the  lad  feffion  you  made  a 
ccnfiderable  progrefs  in  your  en¬ 
quiries  into  the  (late  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  our  dominions  and  reve¬ 
nues  in  the  Ead  Indies. — •  You 
will,  I  am  perfuaded,  refume  the 
profecution  of  that  important  de¬ 
liberation  with  the  fame  fpirit  and 
temper  in  which  it  was  begun,  and 
proceed  with  the  faijie  attention 
and  anxiety  to  confider  how  thofe 
remote  provinces  may  be  held  and 
governed  with  the  greated  fecurity 
and  advantage  to  this  country,  and 
by  what  means  the  happinefs  of 
the  native  inhabitants  may  be  bed; 
promoted. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 

Commons, 

I  will  order  the  eh  mates  for  the 
enfuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you. 
I  rely  on  your  wifdom  and  public 
fpirit  for  fuch  fupplies  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  our  affairs  (hall  be 
found  to  require  Among  the 
many  ill  c'ohfequehces  which  attend 
the  continuation  of  the  prelent 
war,  I  mod  fmcerely  regret  the 
additional  burthens  which  it  mud 
unavoidably  bring  upon  my  faithful 
fubje&s. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  profecution  of  this  great 
and  important  conted  in  which  we 
are  engaged,  I  retain  a  firm  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  protection  of  Divine 
Providence,  and  a  perfect  convic¬ 
tion  of  the  juftice  of  my  caufe ; 
and  1  have  no  doubt  but  that,  bv 
the  concurrence  and  fupport  of  my 
parliament,  by  the  valour  of  my 
fleets  and  armies,  and  by  a  vigo¬ 
rous,  animated,  and  united  exer¬ 


tion  of  the  faculties  and  relources 
of  my  people,  I  fhail  be  enabled  to 
reflore  the  bleding  of  a  fafe  and 
honourable  peace  to  all  my  domi¬ 
nions. 


The  bumble  Addrefs'  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  ' Temporal  in  Parliament  aj - 
Jembled. 

Die  Marlis ,  27  No^embns  t  tpSt, 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majefty’s  mod  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  iubjedts,  the 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  par¬ 
liament  aiTembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  vour  majefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  mod  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

It  is  with  equal  concern  and  in¬ 
dignation  that  we  fee  the  war  pro¬ 
longed  by  that  rediefs  ambition 
which  fird  excited  your  majefty’s 
enemies  to  commence  it,  and 
which  dill  continues  to  difappoint 
your  majefty’s  earned  delire  and 
diligent  exertion  'to  reftore  the 
public  tranquillity. 

We  acknowledge,  with  the  fin- 
cere  ft  and  warmed  gratitude,  your 
majefty’s  wifdom  and  conftant  at¬ 
tention  to  the  real  welfare  of  your 
people,  equally  confpicuous  in 
your  earned  defire  of  peace,  and 
in  your  fixed  and  unalterable  refo- 
lution  never  to  facrifice,  either  ra¬ 
th  at  defire,  or  to  the  temporary 
eafe  and  relief  of  your  fubje&s, 
thofe  effential  rights  and  perma¬ 
nent  intereds,  upon  the  main.  - 
nance  and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  drength  and  fecurity 
of  this  country  mud  ever  principally 
depend. 

We  feel  great  fatisfadtion  in  the 
favourable  appearance  of  our  af¬ 
fairs 
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fairs  in  the  Haft  Indies,  and  in  the 
fare  and  proiperous  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of 
thel'e  kingdoms  ;  but  we  regret 
that  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  your 
majefty  s  alliduous  endeavours  to 
guard  the  extenfive  dominions  of 
your  crown  have  not  "been  at¬ 
tended  with  fuccefs  equal  to  the 
jttftice  and  uprightnels  of  youi» 
•majefty’s  views  ;  and  we  lament 
that  the  events  of  war  have  been 
fo  unfortunate  to  your  majefty’s 
arms  in  Virginia. 

We  are  gratefully  ferifible  of  the 
parental  folicitude  your  majefty 
has  fhewn  lor  the  general  happi- 
nefs  of  your  people,  in  the  endea¬ 
vours  your  majefty  .has  ufed  to 
extinguiih  that  fpirit  of  rebellion 
which  our  enemies  have  found 
means  to  foment  and  maintain  m 
the  colonies,  and  to  reftore  to 
your  deluded  fubjeCh  in  America 
that  happy  and  profperous  condi¬ 
tion  which  they  formerly  derived 
from  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws; 
and  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your 
majefty  of  our  firm  concurrence 
and  afiiltance  to  frutlrate  the  de¬ 
signs  of  our  enemies,  equally  pre¬ 
judicial  to  the  real  interefts  of 
America,  and  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain. 

We  will,  without  lots  of  time, 
refume  the  deliberation  upon  the 
ftate  and  condition  of  the  Kritifh 
poffelhons  and  revenues  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  will  carry  it  on  with  the 
lame  fpirit  and  temper  in  which  it 
was  begun,  and  proceed  with  the 
fame  attention  and  anxiety  to  con- 
fider  how  thefe  remote  provinces 
may  be  held  and  governed  with 
the  greateft  fecurity  and  advantage 
to  this  country,  and  bv  what 
means  the  happinefs  of  the  native 
inhabitants  may  be  beft  promoted. 
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Firmly  refolved  to  decline  no 
difficulty  or  hazard  in  the  defence 
of  our  country,  and  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  its  effential  rights  and 
interefts,  we  fhall  continue  to  give 
our  molt  hearty  concurrence  and 
fupport  in  the  profecution  of  the 
great  and  important  comeft:  in 
which  we  are  engaged. 

W e  rely  upon  the  protection  of 
Divine  Providence  in  fo  juft  a 
caufe,  and  fully  truft  that,  by  the 
concurrence  and  fupport  which 
we  fhall  mod  chearfully  give,  by 
the  valour  of  our  fleets  and  armies, 
and  by  the  vigorous,  animated, 
and  united  exertions  of  the  facul¬ 
ties  and  refources  of  ycur  people, 
your  majefty  will  be  enabled  to 
dilappoint  the  ambitious  defigns 
of  your  enemies,  and  to  reftore 
the  bleffing  of  a  fafe  and  honour¬ 
able  peace  to  all  your  dominions. 

Bis  Majefty  's  mft  gracious  Anftwer. 

Aiy  Lords, 

I  thank  you  for  this  very  du¬ 
tiful  and  affectionate  addrefs-  — 
The  aflurances  of  your  chearful 
concurrence  and  fupport  in  the 
profecution  of  the  great  and  im¬ 
portant  conteft  in  which  we  are 
engaged,  give  me  the  higheft  fa- 
tisfaCtion,  and  muft  have  the  moffc 
falutary  effeCts.  It  fhall  be  my 
conftant  endeavour  to  make  the 
beft  ufe  of  this  fupport  for  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  the  foie  end  which  I 
have  ever  in  view,  a  fafe  and  ho¬ 
nourable  peace. 


The  humble  Addrt fs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Molt  gracious  Sovereign. 

WE(<  your  majelty’s  molt  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
[T]  3  com- 
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commons  of  Great  Britain  in  par¬ 
liament  affembled,  return  your 
majefty  tke  thanks  of  this  houfe, 
for  your  molt  gracious  fpeech  from 
the  throne. 

W e  affure  your  majefty,  that  we 
fee  with  concern  that  the  war  is 
ftill  unhappily  prolonged  by  that 
reftlefs  ambition  which  firft  excited 
our  enemies  to  commence  it,  and 
which  If  ill  ^continues  to  difappoint 
your  majefty’s  earned  defire  and 
diligent  exertion  to  leftpre  the 
public  tranquility. 

VV  e  are  fenfibly  afrefted  by  your 
majelty’s  paternal  exprefiions  of 
concern  tor  the  ^eal  wel  are  of 
your  fubje£ts  :  and  we  receive  with 
the  ftrongeft  emotions  of  duty  and 
gratitude,  your  majefty’s  gracious 
and  endearing  declaration,  that 
you  fliould  not  anfwer  the  truft 
committed  to  the  fovereign  of  a 
free  people,  nor  make  a  fuitable 
return  to  your  fubjefts  for  their 
conftant,  jealous,  and  afteflionate 
attachment  to  yo\ir  perlon,  fa 
only,  and  government,  if  you 
confented  to  facrifke,  either  to 
your  own  defire  of  pea.ee,  or  to 
their  temporary  eafe  and  relief, 
thofe  eifential  rights  and  perma¬ 
nent  interefts,  upon  the  mainte¬ 
nance  and  prefervation  of  which 
the  future  ftrength  and  fecurity 
of  this  country  muft  ever  princi¬ 
pally  depend. 

Vv;e  declare  on  our  part,  that 
we  know  no  means  of  making  to 
your  majefty  any  return  fo  fuitable 
and  fo  juft,  and  of  anfwering  the 
great  truft  committed  to  11s  by 
thofe  whom  we  reprefen t,  as  by 
giving  your  majefty  this  firm  aft 
iu ranee,  that  we  are  refolved  to 
uftift  and  fupport  your  majefty  to 
the  utmoft  of  our  power,  in  main¬ 
taining  and  preferring  the  effential 
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rights  and  permanent  interefts  of 
)our  crown  and  people. 

T  he  favourably  appearance  of 
affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  the 
fafe  and  profperous  arrival  of  the 
numerous  commercial  fleets  of  your 
kingdom,  have  given  us  great  fa- 
tisfa&ion  :  but  we  fincerely  regret 
that  your  majefty’s  aftiduous  en¬ 
deavours  to  guard  your  extenfive 
dominions  have  not  in  all  places 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  ;  and 
we  learn  with  the  deepeft  concern, 
that  the  events  of  war  have  been 
very  unfortunate  to  your  majefty’s 
arms  in  Virginia,  and  have  ended 
in  the  loft  of  your  forces  in  that 
province. 

We  are  fully  perfuaded,  that 
the  principal  view  of  the  confede¬ 
racy  of  our  enemies  was  to  foment 
and  maintain  the  rebellion  in 
North  America  ;  and  under  the 
fpecioys  delufion  of  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  an  independent  empire,  to 
render  your  majefty’s  colonies  fub- 
fervient  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  the  crown  of  France  :  but  your 
majefty  may  rely  on  our  fteady  aft 
fiftance  to  fecond  your  majefty’s 
endeavours  to  defeat  the  dangerous 
defigns  of  oyr  enemies,  equally 
prejudicial  to  the  real  interefts  of 
America,  and  to  thpfe  of  Great; 
Britain, 

We  will  not  fail  to  re  fume  the 
great  and  momentous  confdera- 
tion  of  the  ftate  and  condition  of 
the  dominions  and  revenues  which 
this  country  poffefles  in  the  Eaft 
Indies  j  and  we  truft  that,  in  our 
deliberation  on  thefe  important 
matters,  we  fihall  proceed  with  the 
fame  lpirit  and  temper  in  which 
they  were  begun,  and  with  the 
fame  care  and  anxiety  to  confider 
how  thofe  remote  provinces  may 
be  held  and  governed  with  the 

greatei 
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greateft  fecurity  and  advantage  to 
this  nation,  and  by  what  means 
the  happincfs  of  the  native  inha¬ 
bitants  may  be  bed  promoted. 

In  this  arduous  conjuncture,  we 
confjder  jt  as  our  firft  duty  to  our 
country,  to  grant  your  majefty 
fcch  fupplies  as  the  circumftances 
of  affairs  (hall  be  found  to  require. 
We  cannot  but  feel  that  the  war 
is  burthenfome  and  expensive  ;  but 
we  are  convinced,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  it  is  juft  and  neceffary  ; 
and  nothing  on  our  part  ftiall  be 
wanting,  to  give  efficacy  and  fub- 
cefs  to  the  valour  of  yourmajefty’s 
fleets  and  armies  ;  and  we  ffiall 
have  a  firm  confidence,  that  by  a 
vigorous,  animated,  and  united 
exertion  of  the  refources  and  fa¬ 
culties  of  the  nation,  and  of  the 
lpirit  of  a  free  people,  your  ma¬ 
jefty  will  be  enabled,  under  the 
protection  of  Divine  Providence, 
to  reftore  the  bleffing  of  a  fafe 
and  honourable  peace  to  all  your 
dominions. 

Hif  Majefty  s  mrft  gracious  Anfwer. 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  moft  cordial 
thanks  for  this  very  loyal,  dutiful, 
and  affeClionate  addrefs. 

It  breathes  the  fpirit  and  firm- 
nefs  of  a  brave  and  free  people. 
Nothing  could  afford  me  fo  much 
fatisfa&ion,  or  tend  fo  effectually 
to  the  public  fafety  and  welfare  in 
this  critical  fituation. 


LORDS  PROTESTS. 

'The  following  is  entered  againft  the 
Proceedings  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
c m  Tuefday ,  Nov.  27th. 

T  was  propofed  to  leave  out, 
after  the  fecond  paragraph  of 
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the  motion  for  the  addrefs,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  motion,  and 
to  infert,  “  And  we  will,  without 
delay,  apply  ourfelves  with  united 
hearts  to  propofe  and  digeft  fuch 
counfels,  ro  be  laid  at  his  royal 
feet,  as  may  excite  the  efforts, 
point  the  arms,  and  command  the 
confidence  of  all  his  fubjeCts.” 

After  long  debate,  the  queftion 
was  put  thereupon. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative* 

Contents  - - —  31 

Non  Contents  —  65  )  „ 

Proxies  -  10 

Then  the  queftion  was  put,  that 
the  motion  at  fiift  propofed  do 
ftand  part  of  the  queftion. 

It  was  refolved  in  the  affirmative. 
Dissentient, 

For  reafons  too  often  urged  in 
vain  for  thofe  iaft  feven  years 
againft  the  ruinous  profecution  of 
the  unjuft  war  carrying  on  by  his 
majefty’s  minifters  againft  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  North  America,  and  too 
fatally  confirmed  by  repeated  expe¬ 
rience,  and  the  late  difgraceful  lols 
of  a  fecond  army,  to  ftand  in  need 
of  repetition. 

Richmond. 

Fitzwilliam. 

Rockingham. 


February  t8. 

HIS  day  the  following  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  viz 

“  That  it  is  highly  reprehenfible 
“  in  any  perfon  to  advife  the  crown 
44  to  exercife  its  indifputable  right 
44  of  creating  a  peer  in  favour  of 
44  any  perfon  labouring  under  the 
44  heavy  cenfure  of  a  court  mar- 
44  tial  ;  viz 

4  This  court,  upon  due  confi- 
4  deration  of  the  whole  matter  be- 

[TJ  4  4  fore 
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4  fore  them,  is  of  opinion,  That 
‘  Lord  George  SacFvilB  is  guilty 
4  of  having  difobeyed  the  orders 

4  of  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunf- 
*  wick,  whom  he  was  by  his  com- 

• 4  million  and  inftrutftians  diredted 
to  obey,  as  commander  in  chief, 

5  according  to  the  rules  of  war  ^ 
4  and  it  is  the  further  opinion  of 
4  this  court,  that  the  faid  Lord 
4  George  Sackville  is,  and  he  is 
4  hereby  adjudged,  unfit,  to  ferve 

his  majefty  in  any  military  ca- 
4  pacity  whatever.’5 

Which  fen  fence  his  majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  confirm. 

4  And  public  orders  given  out 
in  confeqnence  thereof. 

It  is  his  majefty ’s  pleasure, 
that  the  above  fentence  be  given 
out  in  public  orders,  that  offi- 
4  cers,  being  convinced,  that  riei- 
4  ther  high  birth  nor  great  em- 
1  ployments  can  fhelier  offences 
4  of .  fucfa  a  nature  j  and,  that 
feeing  they  are  fubjedt  to  cen- 
iures  much  worfe  than  death,  to 
a  man  who  has  any  fenfe  of  ho- 
4  nour,  they  may  avoid  the  fatal 
4  consequences  arifing  from  the 
4  difobedience  of  orders.’ 

T  his  motion  1  eing  rejedted  by 
a  majority  qf  93  to  28,  the  follow¬ 
ing  proteft  was  entered  : 

Dissentient, 

Becaufe  we  cannot  look  upon 
the  railing  to  the  peerage  a  perfon 
fo  circumftanced,  in  "any  other 
light,  than  as  a  meafure  fata!  to 
the  interefts,  as  well  as  the  glory 
or  the  crown,  and  to  the  dignity 
of  this  houfe,  intuiting  -to  the’me- 
m°ry  of  the  late  fovereign,  and 
Jikewife  to  every  furviving  branch 
of  the  illuftj  ious  houfe  of  Brunf- 
vdck  ;  repugnant  to  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  military  difci pline,  and 
diredlly  contrary  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  that  houfe,  which  has 


for  ages  been  the  glorious  charac- 
teriftic  of  the  Britifh  nation,  and 
which,  as  far  as  can  depend  on  us, 
we  find  ourfelves  called  upon,  not 
more  by  duty  than  inclination,  to 
tranfmit  pure  and  unfullied  to  pof- 
rerity.” 

Oiborne,  Derby, 

Rutland,  Egremont, 

Pembroke,  Devonfhire, 

Craven,  Abingdon. 

Chatham, 


Addrefs  of  tbs  Houfe  of  Commons  t§ 
his  Mdjefty,  aguinfi  the  further 
Profecution  of  the  American  JVari 
VJith  his  Majejiys  moji  gracious 
Anjnver. 

REsolved,  Wedn.Feb.  27, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
T  hat  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  moft  humbly 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  that  the 
further  profecution  of  oftenfive  war 
on  the  continent  of  North  America, 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  re¬ 
volted  colonies  to  obedience  by 
force,  will  be  the  means  of  weak¬ 
ening  the  efforts  of  this  country 
again  ft  her  European  enemies, 
tends,  under  the  preftnt  circum- 
ftances,  dangeroufly  to  increale 
the  mutual  enmity  fo  fatal  to  the 
interefts  both  of  Great  Britain  and 
America,  and,  by  preventing  an 
happy  reconciliation  with  that 
country,  to  fruftrate  the  earned: 
defire  gracioufly  expreffed  by  his 
majefty  to  reftore  the  bleffings  of 
public  tranquillity.” 

Ref lived,  “  That  the  faid  ad¬ 
drefs  be  orefented  10  his  majefty 
by  the  whole  houfe.” 

Ordered ,  “  That  fuch  members 
of  this  houfe,  as  are  of  his  majefty's 
moft  honourable  privy  council,  do 
humbly  know  his  majefty’s  pleafure, 
when  he  will  be  attended  by  thiV 
houfe.” 


March 


STATE  P 

March  4  His  M.  >j  Jly  was  graci- 
oujly  pleafed  to  return  the  fol- 
Living  Anfwer  to  the  abjve- 
vi  en  tuned  Add  refs  oj  the  Houje. 

“  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Co  mmons, 

“  THERE  are  no  objects  nearer 
to  my  heart  than  the  eafe,  happi- 
nefs,  and  profperity  of  my  people. 

“  You  may  be  allured  that,  in 
purfuance  to  your  advice,  I  (hall 
take  fuch  nieafures  as  fhall  appear 
to  ire  to  he  moft:  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  cf  harmo'-y  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  revolted 
colonies,  fo  e'Ubntial  to  the  prof¬ 
perity  of  both  ;  and  that  my  efforts 
fhall  be  directed  in  the  moil  effec¬ 
tual  manner  ag  unit  our  European 
en Tries,  till  fuch  peace  can  be 
obtai  ed  as  fhall  confnl  with  the 
inter  'fts,  a-  d  permanent  welfare  of 
my  kingdoms  ” 

Befi  es  the  addrefsof  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  the  following  were 

u 

alfo  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  at 
the  fame  time,  praying  for  a 
fpeedy  conclufion  of  the  American 
war. 

The  addrefs,  remonllrance,  and 
petition  of  the  county  of  Middle- 
fex,  prefented  by  John  Wilkes  and 
George  Byng,  Efqrs, 

Ditto  of  Surrey,  by  Admiral 
Keppel  and  Sir  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
Bart. 

Ditto  of  London,  by  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor. 

Ditto  of  Weftminfter,  by  the 
Hon.  Charles  James  Fox. 

Ditto  of  Southwark,  by  N.  Pol- 
hill,  Efq.  and  Sir  Richard  Hotham, 
Bart. 


An  Addrefs  of  Thanks  to  his  Ma~ 
jefly  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for 
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the  foregoing  moft  gracious  Anfiver 
to  their  Addrefs. 

XT  was  refolved  nemine  contra  di- 
cents. 

‘k  That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
preferred  to  his  majetly,  to  return 
his  majefty  the  thanks  of  this 
houfe  for  his  moft  gracious  anfwer 
to  their  addrefs,  prefented  to  his 
majefty  on  Friday  laft,  and  for  the 
affurance  his  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  of  his  intention,  in 
the  purfuance  of  the  advice  of  this 
bottle,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
fhall  appear  m«ft  conducive  to  the 
reftoration  of  harmony  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  revolted 
colonies  ;  and  that  his  efforts  Do  all 
be  direaed,  in  the  moft  efFeftual 
manner,  againft  our  European 
enemies,  until  fuch  peace  can  be 
obtained,  as  Ihall  corfift  with  the 
permanent  welfare  and  profpeiity 
of  his  kingdom,  this  houfe  being 
convinced  nothing  can,  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  fo  effentially  promote  thofe 
great  objects  of  his  majefty’s  pa¬ 
ternal  care  for  his  people,  as  the 
meafures  which  his  moft  faithful 
commons  have  moft  humbly  and 
earneftly  recommended  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty.” 

1  he  fame  being  read,  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  delivered  to  his  majefty 
by  tne  privy  counfellors,  members 
of  the  houfe. 


Addrefs  of  the  City  §f  London  to  his 
Majefy,  with  his  Majefty  s  moji 
gracious  Anfwer. 

.  .  >  *  *  f  #  V  1 

St.  James's,  April  12. 

HIS  day  the  Right  Honour¬ 
able  the  Lord  Mayor,  the 
Aldermen,  Sheriffs,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London, 

waited 


I 


1  * 
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waited  upon  the  King  (being  in¬ 
troduced  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Manchefter,  Lord  Chamberlain 
of  his  M  a  jelly’s  Houlehold)  with 
the  following  add  refs,  which  was 
read  by  Janies  Adair,  Efq.  Re¬ 
corder. 

To  the  King  s  tnofl  Excellent  Majejly, 

‘The  humhie  Add-refs  of  the  Lord 
Mayor,  Alder m.  n  and  Commons  of 
the  City  of  London ,  in  Common 
Council  ajjembled. 

Moll  gracious  Sovereign, 

“  We  your  majefty’s  moll  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
the  city  of  London,  in  common 
council  aftembled,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  throne  with  fenti- 
ments  of  the  mod  fmcere  loyalty 
and  attachment  to  your  royal 
p  rrfon  and  family,  and  humbly  to 
etprefs  our  warmed  thanks  to  your 
smjcfty,  for  having  gracioufly  com¬ 
plied  with  the  will  res  of  your  peo¬ 
ple,  in  making  a  change  in  your 
majefty’s  councils,  and  taking  thofe 
perfons  into  your  majefty’s  confi¬ 
dence,  who  are  refpeded  by  their 
country  for  their  conftitutional 
principles,  and  diftinguifhed  abili¬ 
ties,  and  whofe  endeavours,  we 
tmft,  with  the  blefiings  of  provi¬ 
dence,  will  reftore  the  dignity  of 
your  majefty’s  crown,  union  among 
your  people,  and  promote  the  inte- 
reft  and  prosperity  of  all  your 
dominions. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  court, 
William  R  i  x 

To  which  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  return  the  following  mod 
gracious  anfwer. 

“  T  H  E  aflurances  given  me 
by  the  city  of  London,  of  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  my 


perfon  and  family,  cannot  fail  of 
giving  me  the  higheft  fatisfadtion. 
The  dignity  of  my  crown,  tha 
union  of  my  people,  and  the  in¬ 
ter  eds  and  prosperity  of  all  my 
dominions,  mud  ever  be  the  prim- 
cipal  objects  of  my  care-” 


Memorial  of  Prince  Gallitxin  and 
Monf.  de  MarcofF,  Minifers  of 
the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias , 
prefnted  to  the  States  General  j 
nxith  Mr.  Secretary  Fox’s  Letter 
to  Monf.  Simolin,  Ruffian  Mi - 
nijler  at  the  Court  of  London. 

Hag  ue  Gazette  Extraordinary,  April.  3. 

RINCE  Gallitzin,  and  Monf. 
de  Marcoff,  joint  Minifters 
qf.  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruftias, 
have  patented,  this  day,  to  the 
States  General,  the  following  me¬ 
morial  : 

“  The  underwritten,  joint  mi¬ 
nifters  of  the  Emprefs  of  all  the 
Ruftias,  in  confequence  of  the 
orders  given  them  to  accelerate, 
as  much  as  in  them  lies,  the  falu- 
tary  work  of  the  mediation  en- 
trufted  to  her  Jmpeiial  Majefty, 
think  it  their  duty  to  lofe  no  time 
to  communicate  to  your  High 
MightinefTes  the  copy  of  a  letter 
written  to  Monf.  Simolin,  their 
fovereign’s  minifter  at  the  court 
of  London,  by  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary 
of  ftate  to  his  Britannic  Majefty. 

It  will  convince  your  Eligh  Migh- 
tineftes  of  the  intentions  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty  to  be  fincerdy 
reconciled  to  the  republic,  on  the 
conditions  h?  yourfelves  eftabliili- 
ed,  in  your  refolution  of  the  14th 
ult-  by  which  you  again  accept  of 
the  Emprefs's  mediation  ;  the  pre¬ 
liminary  conceftibn,  made  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  concerning 
the  principal  article  of  the  treaty 

of , 
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*f  1674,  (cents  to  level  all  the 
obftacles  which  had  hitherto  pre¬ 
vented  your  entering  upon  a  ne- 
gociation  for  a  final  peace.  If, 
in  the  interim,  the  propofal  made 
in  the  laid  letter,  of  a  fulpenfion 
of  holliii ties,  fhould  be  thought 
conformable  to  the  interefts  of  the 
nation,  nothing  could  be  more  fo 
to  the  principles  of  humanity  in 
general,  which  a&uate  the  em* 
prefs,  and  to  her  private  fentj- 
ments,  of  benevolence  and  affec¬ 
tion  for  this  ftate  •  efpeci ally  as 
fuch  a  meafure  has  the  double  ad¬ 
vantage  of  preventing  the  ufelefs 
tftufion  of  blood  j  and  from  this 
inffant  reftoring  to  the  republic, 
the  enjoyments  of  the  rights  of 
freedom  in  trade  and  navigation, 
which  fall  to  the  ffiare  of  neutral 
nations,  and  efpecially  thofe  that 
have  acceded  to  the  principles  of 
the  armed  neutrality. 

Full  of  confidence  in  the  dif- 
pofition  equally  peaceful,  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  real  welfare  of  the 
ftate,  which  your  High  Mighti- 
nefles  have  always  manifefted  in 
the  moll  folemn  and  pofitive  man¬ 
ner  •  the  under- written  flatter 
themfelves,  that  you  will  not  he- 
fitate  to  make  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
letter,  they  have  the  honour  to 
communicate,  in  order  to  take  a 
quick  and  decifiye  refolution,  that 
may  tend  to  reffore  peace  and  har¬ 
mony  with  your  old  friend  and 
ally,  upon  terms  as  honourable  as 
they  are  advantageous. 

(Signed) 

P.  Gal litzik. 

IV1  a  r  c  o  r  f . 
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which  you  did  me  the  honour. 
Sir,  of  communicating  from  Prince 
Galiitzin,  and  Monf.  de  MarcofF, 
I  have  his  majefty’s  commands  to 
inform  you,  that  the  king,  de- 
firous  of  teftifying  his  intentions 
towards  their  High  Mightineffes, 
and  of  renewing  that  friendship 
which  has  been  fo  unfortunately 
interrupted  between  old  allies,  who 
ought  to  be  united  in  the  bonds 
of  mutual  intereft,  is  ready  to  enter 
into  a  negociation,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fetting  on  foot  a  treaty 
of  peace,  on  the  terms  and  con¬ 
ditions  of  that  which  was  agreed 
to  in  1674,  between  his  majefty 
and  the  republic  ;  and  that  the 
better  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  a  plan  w'hich  his  majefty  has 
fo  much  at  heart,  the  king  is 
willing  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities, 
if,  on  their  part,  the  Lords  the 
States  General  fhould  think  fuch 
a  meafure  fuitable  to  the  objedf  in 
view. 

“  I  am  commanded  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty  to  explain  to  you,  Sir,  his 
fentiments  on  fo  important  a  fub- 
jedl,  and  defire  you  will  impart 
the  fame  to  the  minifters  of  her 
Imperial  Majefty  to  their  High 
Mightineffes,  that  they  may  be 
conveyed,  without  the  lead  delay, 
to  the  minifters  of  the  republic  ° 
being  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  molt 
convenient  ftep,  with  the  medi¬ 
ation  and  good  offices  of  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  to  put  an  end  to 
the  fcourge  of  that  war,  which 
unfortunately  fubfifts  between  the 
two  nations. 


The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the  Letter  I  have  the  honour  !o  be,  &c, 
alluded  to  in  the  above  Memorial . 

(Signed) 

HAVING  laid  before  his 

najefty  an  extract  of  the  letter  C  J.  Fox.’* 

The 
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* The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the'  Earl 
of  Shelburne's  Letter  to  the  Lord 
Mayor  relative  to,  arming  the 
People ,  together  with  the  Heads 
of  the  Plan  therein  inclojed. 

Whitehall,  7 tk  of  May,  1782. 

CIRCULAR  COP  Y. 

S  I  R, 

IS  maieffy  has  commanded 
me  to  exprefs  his  firm  re¬ 
liance  upon  the  ip.irit  and  loyalty 
of  his  people,  and  his  royal  con¬ 
fidence,  that,  during  this  feaion 
of  difficulty,  their  utinoff  endea¬ 
vours  will  not  be  wanting  to  give 
unqueftionable  proofs  of  their  at¬ 
tachment  and  emulation  for  his 
fefivice  ;  and  forefeeing  that  by 
wife,  ftrenuous,  and  timely  pre¬ 
parations,  he  may  not  only  difap- 
point  c-r  defeat  any  hoftile  at¬ 
tempts,  but,  by  appearing  ftrong 
and  united  at  home,  he  may  be 
enabled  to  make  the  more  power¬ 
ful  efforts  for  maintaining  his  ho¬ 
nour  and  the  public  intereffs  a- 
broad,  and  thereby  lay  the  fureft 
foundations  for  a  faie,  an  honour¬ 
able,  and  a  lafting  peace  ;  and  as 
the  populoufnefs  of  the  principal 
towns  and  cities  of  Great  Britain, 
naturally  offers  the  greateft  facility, 
as  well  for  forming  into  corps, 
as  for  learning  the  military  exer- 
cife,  without  lofs  of  time,  inter¬ 
ruption  of  labour,  or  any  corfi- 
derable  fatigue,  his  majefty  has 
commanded  me  to  tranfmit  to  you 
the  inclofed  propciitions,  which 
f  have  been  fubmitted  to  his  nia- 
jeffy,  as  at  leafl  a  temporary  plan 
for  augmenting  the  domeflic  force 
of  the  nation,  which  being  a- 
dopted  or  improved,  according 
to  the  eircuniftances  and  fituation 
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of  the  town,  of  which  you  are 
the  chief  m  a  gift  rate,  may  tend  to 
the  immediate  formation  of  a 
great  and  refpectable  addition  to 
the  national  force  at  home,  on 
the  moll  natural  and  eonftitutional 
principles 

For  this  purpofe,  I  have  his 
majefty’s  commands  to  fignify  to 
you  his  defire  and  recommendation, 
that  you  fhouid  take  the  fame  into 
immediate  confederation,  and,  af¬ 
ter  having  confidered  k,  report  to 
me  whatever  obfervations  may 
occur  to  you  for  the  carrying  into 
execution  a  plan,  the  purpofe  of 
which  is  to  give  fecurity  to  your 
own  perfons  and  property,  and  to 
the  general  defence  ot  the  king¬ 
dom. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
(Signed);  Shelburne, 

Heads  of  a  Flan  for  railing  Corps 
in  the  feverai  Towns  in  Great 
Britain. 

iff.  The  principal  towns  in 
Great  Britain  to  furniffi  one  or 
more  battalions  each,  or  a  certain 
number  of  companies  each,  in 
proportion  to  their  fize  and  number 
of  inhabitants. 

2d.  Th-e  officers  to  be  appointed 
from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the 
neighbourhood,  or  the  inhabitants 
of  the  faid  town,  either  by  com- 
mifiion  from  his  ma:efty,  or  from 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county, 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  town  in 
which  the  corps  are  raifed. 

3d.  They  are  to  be  pofieffed  of 
fame  certain  effate  in  land  or  mo¬ 
ney,  in  proportion  to  tlieir  rank. 
4th.  An  adjutant  or  town  mayor 

in 
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in  each  town,  to  be  appointed  by 
bis  majefiy. 

5th.  A  proper  number  of  ffir- 
jeants  and  corporals,  from  the 
army,  to  be  appointed  for  the 
corps  in  each  town,  in  proportion 
to  their  number. 

6th.  The  fa  id  ferjeants  and 
corporals,  as  well  as  the  adjutaat, 
or  town  major,  to  be  in  government 

.pay- 

7th.  The  men  to  exercife  fre¬ 
quently,  either  in  battalions,  or  by 
companies,  on  Sundays,  and  on 
all  holidays,  and  alfo  after  their 
v.  ork  is  over  in  the  evenings. 

Sth.  Arms,  accoutrements,  and 
ammunition,  to  be  furnifhed  at 
the  expence  of  government,  if 
required. 

9th.  Proper  magazines  or  frore- 
houles  to  be  cholen  or  eredlcd  in 
each  town  for  keepings  the  fa  id 
arms.  &  c- 

ioth.  The  arms  and  accoutre¬ 
ments  to  be  delivered  out  at  times 
of  exercife  only,  and  to  be  returned 
into  the  (lores  as  (oon  as  the  exercife 
is  fin iihed. 

1  nh.  The  adjutant  or  town 
major  to  be  always  prelent  at  ex¬ 
ercife,  and  to  fee  that  the  men 
afterwards  march  regularly,  and 
lodge  their  arms  in  the  {We¬ 
ll  oufes. 

1  2th.  Proper  peralties  to  be  in¬ 
flicted  on  fuch  as  abfent  themfelves 
from  exercife,  as  alfo  for  difobe- 
dience  of  orders,  infolence  to  their 
officers,  and  other  dilorderly  be¬ 
haviour. 

13th.  The  above  corps  not  to 
be  obliged  on  any  account,  or  by 
any  authority  whatever,  to  move 
from  their  refpedtive  towns,  except 
in  times  of  adtual  invafion  or  re¬ 
bellion. 

14th.  His  majefiy  fliall  then 
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have  power  to  order  the  faid  corps 
to  march  to  any  part  of  Great 
Br  •  tain,  as  his  lervice  may  re¬ 
quire. 

icjth.  1  hey  are  on  fuch  occa- 
fions  to  a£t  either  feparateiy  or  in 
conjondlion  'with  his  majefly’s 
regular  forces,,  and  be  under  the 
command  erf  fuch  general  officers 
as  bis  majelly  fhafl  think  proper  to 
appoint. 

i6ih  Both  officers  and  men  to 
receive  full  pay  as  his  majelly’s 
other  regiments  of  foot,  from  the 
day  of  their  march,  and  as  long 
as  they  fliall  continue  in  fervice 
out  of  their  towns, 

1.7th.  They  are  to  be  fubjedl  to 
military  difeipline  in  the  fame 
manner  as  his  majefly’s  regular 
forces,  during  the  laid  time  oT 
their  being  fo  called  out  and  re¬ 
ceiving  government  pay. 

18th.  All  officeis  who  fhould  be 
diftbled  rn  a£lual  fervice,  to  be 
entitled  to  half-pay;  and  all  non - 
commiffioned  officers  and  private 
men  difabled,  to  receive  the  benefit 
of  Chelfea  Hofpital. 

19th.  The  widows  cf  officers 
killed  in  the  fervice  to  have  a  penfion 
for  life. 


A  Letter  from,  Sir  Guy  Carleton  to, 
his  Excellency  General  Wafbing- 
ton  i  the  General's  Anfixur ,  and’ 
Rcfolulion  of  Congrefs  t hereupon . 

Philadelphia ,  June  r. 

Extrad  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excel¬ 
lency  General  VEaJbington  to  Con - 
grejs,  dated  Head  Quarters,  May 
IO,  1782.  < 

JUST  as  I  am  clofing  thefe 
difpatches,  a  letter  from 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  is  handed  me. 


S°'4 

covering  fundry  printed  papers,  a 
copy  of  which,  with  the  papers, 
l  have  nOw  the  honour  to  eiiclofe 
to  your  excellency,  together  with 
a  copy  of  my  anlwer  to  him  ;  and 
I  flatter  myfelf  my  conduct  herein 
will  be  agreeable  to  the  willies  of 
Congrefs.” 

Had  S^iiart  erSy  New  TTorky 

,  May  7,178a. 

Sir, 

HAVING  been  appointed  by 
his  majefty  to  the  command  of  the 
forces  oh  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
joined  with  admiral  Digby  in  the 
commiflion  of  peace,  I  find  it  pro¬ 
per  in  this  manner  to  apprize  your 
excellency  of  my  arrival  at  New 
York. 

The  occafion,  Sir,  feems  to 
tender  this  communication  proper, 
but  the  circumftances  of  the  pre 
font  time  render  it  alfo  indifpenfa- 
ble,  as  I  find  it  juft  to  tranfmit 
herewith  to  yoUf  excellency  cer¬ 
tain  papers,  from  the  perufal  of 
which  your  excellency  will  per¬ 
ceive  what  difpofitions  prevail  in 
the  government  and  people  of 
England  towards  thofe  of  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  what  furthef  effects  are 
likely  to  follow  ;  if  the  like  paci¬ 
fic  difpofitions  fbould  prevail  in 
this  country,  both  my  inclination 
and  duty  will  lead  me  to  meet  it 
with  the  mofi:  Zealous  concur¬ 
rence.  At  all  events.  Sir,  it  is 
with  me  to  declare,  that,  if  war 
nnlft  prevail,  I  ftiall  endeavour  to 
render  its  miferies  as  light  to  the 
people  of  this  continent  as  the 
circumftances  of  fuch  a  condition 
will  poffibly  permit. 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find 
that  private  and  unauthorized  pet* 
fons  have  on  both  fides  given  way 
to  thofe  pafltons  which  ought  to 
have  received  the  ftrongeft  and 
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moft  effectual  controul,  and  which 
have  begot  acts  of  retaliation, 
which,  without  proper  prevention, 
may  have  an  extent  equally  cala¬ 
mitous  and  difiionourable  to  both 
parties,  though  as  it  fhould  feem 
more  extenfively  pernicious  to  the 
natives  and  fettlers  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

How  much  foever,  Sir,  we  may 
differ  in  other  refpeCts,  upon  this 
one  point  we  muft  perfectly  con¬ 
cur,  being  alike  inierefted  to  pre- 
ferve  the  name  of  Englishman  from 
reproach,  and  individuals  from 
experiencing  fuch  unneceffary  e- 
Vils  as  can  have  no  effect  upon  a 
general  decifion  ;  every  proper 
meafure  which  may  tend  to  pre¬ 
vent  thefe  criminal  exceffes  in 
individuals  I  fhall  be  ever  ready 
to  embrace  •  and  as  an  advantage 
on  my  part  I  have,  as  the  firft 
dCt  of  my  command,  enlarged  Mr^ 
Livingfton,  and  have  written  to  his 
father  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  fuch 
exceffes  as  have  paffed  in  New 
Jerfey,  defiring  his  concurrence  in 
fuch  meafures,  as,  even  under  the 
conditions  bf  war,  the  common 
intefefts  of  humanity  require. 

I  ain  further  to  acquaint  you* 
Sir,  that  it  was  my  intention  to 
have  lent  this  day  a  fimilar  letter 
of  compliment  to  Congrefs,  but 
am  informed  it  is  previoufly  ne- 
ceffary  to  obtain  a  paffport  from 
your  excellency,  which  1  there¬ 
fore  hope  to  receive,  if  you  have 
nb  objection  for  the  paffage  of  Mr* 
Morgan  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
above  purpofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed) 

Guy  Carletok. 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajhingtoiu 

§l*i 
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Head  Quarters,  May  io,  i  7 8 Z . 

Sir, 

1  HAD  the  honour  latl  evening 
to  receive  your  excellency’s  letter 
of  the  7th,  with  the  feveral  papers 
enclofed. 

Ever  fince  the  commencement 
of  this  unnatural  war,  my  conduct 
has  borne  invariable  teftimony 
againll  thofe  inhuman  ex  cedes 
which  in  too  many  inftances  have 
marked  its  various  progrefs. 

With  refpeCt  to  a  late  tranfac- 
tion,  to  which  I  prefume  your 
excellency  alludes,  I  have  already 
expreffed  my  fixed  refolution,  a  re- 
folution  formed  on  the  molt  mature 
deliberation,  and  from  which  I 
fhall  not  recede. 

J  have  to  inform  your  excel¬ 
lency,  that  your  requell  of  a  palf- 
port  for  Mr*  Morgan  to  go  to 
Philadelphia,  will  be  conveyed  to 
Congrefs  by  the  earliell  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  you  may  reft  allured 
that  I  will  embrace  the  firth  moment 
to  communicate  to  you  their 
determination  thereon. 

Many  inconveniencies  and  difor- 
ders  having  arifen  from  an  impro¬ 
per  admiflion  of  flags  at  various 
pofts  of  the  two  armies  ;  which 
have  given  rife  to  complaints  on 
both  fides— to  prevent  abufes  in 
future,  and  for  the  convenience 
of  communication,  I  have  con¬ 
cluded  to  receive  all  flags  from 
Dobb’s  Ferry,  and  no  where  elfe, 
lo  long  as  the  head  quarters  of  the 
two  armies  remain  as  at  prefent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  Washington. 
Hit  Excellency  Sir  Guy  Car  let  on. 


By  the  United  State t  in  Congrefs ,  cjfem - 
bled  May  14,  1  782. 

THE  letter  of  the  10th,  from 
the  commander  in  chief,  being 


read,  inclofing  a  copy  of  a  letter 
to  him  from  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
dated  head  quarters,  New  York, 
May  2,  1782, 

Refolved,  That  the  commander 
in  chief  be,  and  hereby  is  directed 
to  refufe  the  requell  of  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  of  a  pafiport  for  Mr. 
Morgan,  to  bring  difpatches  to 
Philadelphia. 

Publifhedby  order  of  the  Congrefs, 

Cha.  Thompson,  Sec. 


Resolution  of  Congress. 

By  the  United  Slates  in  Congrefs  af- 
jembled ,  Odoher  4,  1782. 

TY  THERE  AS  by  the  articles 
VV  of  confederation  and  per¬ 
petual  union,  the  foie  and  exclu¬ 
sive  right  of  making  peace  is  veil¬ 
ed  in  the  United  States  in  Con¬ 
grefs  affembled  5  and  by  the  treaty 
of  alliance  between  his  Moll  Chris¬ 
tian  Majelly  and  thefe  United 
States,  it  is  declared,  that  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  contracting  parties 
fhall  conclude  peace  nor  truce 
with  Great  Britain,  without  the 
confent  of  the  ether  ;  and  the 
minillers  plenipotentiaries  of  thefe 
United  States  in  Europe,  are  veil¬ 
ed  with  full  power  and  authority* 
in  their  behalf,  and  rn  concert 
with  their  allies,  to  negociate  and 
conclude  a  general  peace  ;  never- 
thelefs,  it  appears,  the  BririHi 
court  Hill  flatters  itfelf  with  the 
vain  hope  of  prevailing  on  the 
United  States  to  agree  to  fome 
terms  of  dependence  on  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  at  leafh  to  a  feparate  peace  y 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  commillioners  may  be  fent  to 
America  to  offer  propofitions  of 

that 
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that  nature  to  the  United  States, 
or  that  fecret  emillaries  may  be 
employed  to  delude  and  deceive. 
In  order  to  extinguifh  ill  founded 
hopes,  to  fruftrate  infidious  at¬ 
tempts,  and  to  manifeft  to  the 
whole  world  the  purity  of  the  in¬ 
tentions,  and  the  fixed  unaltera 
ble  determination  of  the  United 
States, 

Refolved  unanimoufiy,  That 
Congrels  are  fmcerely  ddirou-  of 
an  honourable  and  permanent 
peace  ;  that  as  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  it,  they  will  unavoidably 
adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance 
with  his  Moll  Chriftian  Majefty, 
and  conclude  neither  a  feparare 
peace  nor  truce  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  that  they  will  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  until,  by  the 
blefllng  of  God  on  the  united 
arms,  a  peace  {hall  be  happily 
accomplifhed,  by  which,  the  full 
and  abfolute  fovereignty  and  in¬ 
dependence  of  thefe  United  States 
having  been  duly  allured,  their 
rights  and  interefts,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  their  allies,  lhall  be  effec¬ 
tually  provided  for  and  fecured. 

That  Congrefs  will  not  enter 
into  the  difeuifion  of  any  overtures 
for  pacification,  but  in  confidence 
and  in  concert  with  his  Moil 
Chriftian  Majefty. 

That  to  guard  again!!  the  fe¬ 
rret  artifices  and  machinations  of 
the  enemy,  it  he,  and  hereby  is 
recommended  to  the  refpeCtive 
States,  to  be  vigilant  and  aCtive 
in  detecting  and  feizing  all  Britilli 
emilTaries  and  fpies,  that  they 
may  be  brought  to  condign  pu- 
idihment  ;  that  it  be  enjoined  on 
all  officers  of  departments  charged 
with  perfons  coming  from  the 
enemy  under  the  protection  of 
flags  of  truce,  to  take  fpecial  care 


that  fuch  perfons  do  not  a  buhl 
their  privileges,  but  be  refrained 
from  all  intercourfe  with  the  coun¬ 
try  and  inhabitants,  which  is  not 
necefUry  for  tranfaCting  the  public 
bufinefs  on  which  they  may  be  lent ; 
and  laftly,  it  is  recommended  to 
the  feveral  States,  that  no  fubjeCt 
of  his  Britannic  Majefy,  coming 
direCtly  or  indireCtly  from  any 
part  of  the  Bmilh  dominions,  be 
admitted  into  any  of  the  United 
States  during  the  war. 

Ch  a.  Thompson,  Sec. 


AFrench  State  Paper. 

A  Letter  from  Monfieur  ate  Porta i), 
a  French  Officer  in  the  feruice  of 
America,  to  Monfei gneur  Le 

Comte  de  St.  Germain,  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  IVar  Depart¬ 
ment  in  France,  dated  at  Walks- 
iftg-onV  Camp  at  White  Marlh,- 
twelve  miles  from  Philadelphia. 

Op 

•AW.  12,  1 7  7  S. 

Monfeigneur, 

~~  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  giv¬ 
ing  you  an  account  of  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Brandywine  and  German 
Town,  and  of  fending  you  the 
plans,  with  that  of  Philadelphia 
and  its  environs,  within  five 
leagues,  to  enable  you  to  judge  of 
the  fituation  of  General  Howe, 

I  hope  you  have  received  them. 
Till  now  General  Howre  has  not 
taken  the  two  forts  on  the  river* 
which  hinder  velfels  coming  up  to 
the  city,  and  deprive  him  of  all 
communication  with  them,  but  by 
the  little  palfage  which  1  have 
marked  on  the  map,  and  from 
which  we  can  eafily  cut  him  off 
this  winter,  when  we  have  receiv¬ 
ed  a  reinforcement  of  victorious 

troops 
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troops  from  the  north.  W e  rec¬ 
kon  on  ftriking  a  ftroke  on  the 
other  fide  of  Schuylkil.  There 
are  already  troops  in  the  Jerfeys 
on  the  left-hand  bank  of  the 
Delaware.  On  this  plan.  General 
Howe  will  be  obliged  to  remain 
in  Philadelphia,  and  run  a  great 
rifk  of  dying  by  hunger  ;  but,  in 
truth,  we  do  not  hope  for  fo 
much.  He  will  furely  take  the 
forts,  if  he  attacks  them  well, 
and  then  he  will  have  a  communi¬ 
cation  with  his  fleet.  You  fee, 
Monfeigneur,  that  for  people  that 
have  been  beat  twice,  we  are  in  no 
very  bad  pofture  ;  we  owe  this  to 
the  Englifh  having  but  little  caval¬ 
ry,  fo  that  they  were  incapable  of 
purfuing  their  victory  ;  we  owe  it 
yet  more  to  the  woods  and  obftacles 
of  every  fort,  with  which  this 
country  is  defended. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  natural 
enough,  after  the  experience  of  this 
campaign,  to  afk  this  queftion, 
Will  the  Americans  fucceed  in 
making  themfelves  free  or  not  ?  In 
Fran  ce,  without  doubt,  they  can 
only  judge  by  what  is  paft  ;  they 
will  hold  the  affirmative  ;  as  for  us, 
who  have  been  witneffes  of  the 
whole,  it  is  another  affair.  To  make 
jhort  of  the  matter ,  it  is  not  the  good 
conduct  of  the  Americans  that  ena¬ 
bled  them  to  make  a  campaign  on  the 
•whole  Juffciently  fortunate.  It  i  s 
THE  FAULT  OF  THE  ENG¬ 
LISH.  It  was  an  enormous  fault 
ot  the  Britifh’government  to  require 
General  Burgoyne  to  traverfe  more 
than  200  leagues  of  a  country, 
replete  with  difficulties,  almoft  de- 
fert,  and  of  confequence,  very 
ufelefs  to  take,  and  that  only  to 
join  Generals  Howe  and  Clinton  in 
the  middle  of  the  country.  This 
{ projed  might  appear  very  magni- 
Vol.  XXV. 
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ficent  in  the  cabinet  of  London, 
but  to  rhofe  who  know  the  coun¬ 
try  it  was  highly  defective. 

This  judgment  on  my  part  is 
not  after  the  event.  You  may  re¬ 
member,  perhaps,  Monfeigneur, 
that  I  was  in  very  good  humour 
with  the  Englifh  for  oppoling  to 
us  only  ten  thoufand  men  here, 
and  that  I  greatly  hoped  General 
Burgoyne  would  not  arrive  here 
till  the  field  could  no  longer  be 
kept  ;  that  his  army  would  be  half 
deftroyed  by  hunger,  mifery,  and 
defertion,  together  with  daily  Ioffes 
buffered  from  our  militia,  fcattered 
through  the  woods,  who  fighting 
thus  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  them¬ 
felves,  the  event  has  been  more 
happy  than  I  could  have  even 
hoped. 

If  the  Englifh,  inftead  of  mak- 
ing  fo  many  diver  fans  which  have 
been  all  too  much  at  the  expence  of 
the  principal  a  Elion  y  had  oppofed 
General  Wafhington  with  twenty 
thoufand  men,  1  do  not  very  .well 
know,  what  would  have  become 
of  us.  As  for  us,  in  doubling  our 
army,  we  fihould  have  nearly  re¬ 
doubled  his  force,  and  we  Ihould 
have  tripled  our  own  embarrafl- 
ment.  Thus  much  for  the  plan 
of  this  campaign* 

If  we  examine  next  the  conduct 
of  General  Howe,  we  {hall  fee 
that  he  has  not  done  even  what  he 
had  in  his  power  to  do.  As  I  had 
the  honour  to  write  to  you  after 
the  battle  of  Brandywine,  if  the 
Englifh  had  followed  up  their  ad¬ 
vantages  that  day ,  Wafhington * 
army  would  have  heen  fpoksn  of  no 
more.  Since  that  time,  likewife. 
General  Howe  has,  in  all  his  ope¬ 
rations,  exhibited  fuch  flownefs 
and  timidity,  as  on  every  turn  to 
prove  the  objeft  of  my  afonijh - 

[U]  merit* 
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merit.  But  we  in u ft  recoiled,  they 
may  lend  another  general,  and 
then  we  fhall  nor  find  ourfelves  f'o 
fortunately  circumftanced.  As  for 
the  reft,  the  events,  which  de¬ 
pend  on  the  ability  of  generals  not 
being  to  be  forefeen,  we  cannot 
count  on  them  in  our  fpeculatiens 
on  the  future. 

Having  then  a  reference  only 
to  the  number  of  troops,  1  think 
I  may  after t,  if  the  Englifii  can 
have  here  thirty  thoufand  effective 
troops,  THEY  MUST  REDUCE 
THIS  CO  U  NT R  Y . 

A  fecond  thing  which  mu  ft  haft 
ten  this  reduction,  and  even  of 
itfelf  nearly  effedt  it,  is  the  want  of 
warlike  ft  ires.  '1  hey  want  aim  ft 

a 

every  thing.  Another  object  is, 
they  are  in  want  of  both  linen  and 
woollen  cloths,  leather,  cordage, 
fait,  fpirituous  liquors,  fugars, 
&rc.  Thefe  laft  articles  are  more 
important  than  at  fir vt  might  be 
imagined.  Before  the  war,  the 
Americans,  though  defpifing  lux¬ 
ury,  had  in  abundance  every 
thing  that  is  necefTary  to  an  eafy 
and  agreeable  life  To  have  no 
great  matters  to  do,  to  pals  the 
greateft  part  of  their  time  in  fen  ok- 
ing  or  drinking  fpirituous  liquors 
or  tea,  was  the  tafte  of  thefe  coun¬ 
tries.  It  is  then  very  little  with 
their  inclinations,  that  they  find 
themfelves  transformed,  at  a 
ftroke,  into  a  warlike  people,  and 
reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  leading 
a  hard  and  frugal  life.  So  much  Jo 
they  in  general  deleft  the  war,  that 
it  is  eafy  to  fee,  if  their  wants  are 
but  increafted  to  a  certain  point, 
they  would  prefer  the  yoke  of  the 
Englifii,  to  a  liberty  which  cofts 
them  the  comforts  of  life. 

This  language  aft 0 nifties  you, 
Monfeigneur,  but  in  truth,  Inch 


is  the  people.  They  are  foft  with¬ 
out  refort,  without  vigour,  with¬ 
out  pallion,  for  a  caufe  which 
they  fuftain  only,  bee  a  u  fie  it  is 
natural  to  them  to  follow  the 
movement  with  which  they  have 
been  rm prefled.  C1  here  is  a  hundred 
times  more  enthufuifm  for  this  revo¬ 
lution  in  a  coffee-houfe  at  Paris  than 
in  all  the  colonies  united. 

It  is  necefTary,  therefore,  for 
France,  if  fhe  wifhes  to  ftipport 
t»li  is  revolution,  to  furnifti  the 
people  with  every  necefTary,  nor 
fufter  them  to  fuftain  any  corfi- 
derable  want.  It  will  coft  France 
a  great  fum,  even  fome  millions, 
hut  fije.  will  he  am  fly  repaid  hy  tbg 
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power  of  England,  which  having 
NO  LONGER  ANY  COLONI E S 
cay  in  a  little  time  have  no  ma¬ 
rine.  Cummer  ce  will  of  confe.- 
queries  pajs  over  to  France,  which 
can  in  that  cafe  have  n  o  rival 
among  the  powers  of  Europe. 

Some  perfons  have  pretended, 
that  Fiance  has  no  intereft  in  fee¬ 
ing  the  Englifti  colonies  form  a 
free  (fate,  and  that  we  might 
thereby  run  the  hazard  of  lofiing 
our  own  colonies  ;  but  whoever 
kno.ws  this  country  fees,  that  it 
will  be  fome  ages  before  they 
could  fend  forth  a  fquadron  to 
make  conquefts,  and  long  before 
that  the  jealoufies  which  one  pro¬ 
vince  entertains  of  another,  (the 
appearances  of  which  are  already 
dilcernible )  will  have  divided 
them  into  different  ftates,  none 
of  which  will  be  to  be  feared,  3 
may  be  afked,  whether  France  had 
not  better  make  a  treaty  with  the 
United  States,  and  fend  twelve 
or  fifteen  thoufand  men  hither,  tc 
efFebt  more  readily  this  revolution, 

This  would  be  the  effectual  me¬ 
thod 
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thod  of  (polling  all.  This  people , 
though  at  t osar  <zvitb  the  Fnglijh , 
the  French  more  than  them  •  we 
prove  this  every  day  ;  and  notvuitb- 
Jl an  ding  every  thing  that  France  has 
done ,  or  can  do  for  them ,  //’ey  vo/// 
prefer  a  reconciliation  <witb  their 
ancient  brethren.  Should  they  for 
the  moment  confent  to  the  com¬ 
ing  of  the  French  troops,  their 
natural  antipathy  would  foon  (hew 
itfelf,  and  pi  educe  the  mod  fatal 
quarrels. 

There  is  yet  another  projedt  to 
examine.  May  not  France,  forced 
to  make  open  war  on  England, 
feek  to  poflefs  herfelf  of  Canada, 
in  concert  with  the  Congrefs  ? 

After  the  obfervations  in  the 
preceding  article,  it  appears,  that 
Congrefs  would  utterly  rejedt  fuch 
an  arrangement.  They  would  not 
feek  freedom  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Frenfch,  for  they  would  not 
expedt  to  retain  it  long.  If  they 
mu  ft  needs  be  dependant ,  they  had 
rather  be  fo  on  England . 

If  F  ranee  does  not  declare  war 
againd  England,  (lie  mud  by  every 
means  t!  at  policy  can  fugged, 
prevent  the  Englifh  from  having 
more  than  from  twenty- five  to 
thirty-thoufand  men  here  at  mod. 
The  American  dates  will  not  have 
more  this  campaign.  General 
W afhmgton  has  never  had  more 
than  15,000,  Gen.  Gates  10,000, 
and  Gen.  Putnam  from  five  to  fix 
theufand.  Perhaps  they  would 
not  be  able  to  augment  the  whole 
by  one  quarter  in  cafe  of  necef- 
fity. 

You  have  here,  perhaps,  Mon- 
fei  gneur,  more  than  you  have  afk- 
ed  of  me,  but  forgive  me  thefe 
difTertations,  through  a  dedre  of 
fulfilling,  at  lead  your  inten¬ 
tion*,  and  of  rendering  my  abode 


here,  if  pofilble,  ufeful  to  my 
country. 

I  am, 

with  the  mod  perfedt  refpedt,  &c, 
(Signed) 

Du  PoRTAIL. 
i  0  Monfeigneur  the  Count 
de  St  Germain ,  Mini- 
Jler  of  War,  at  the  Court 
of  France. 


To  the  Honour  able  the  Commons  of 

Great  Britain  in  Parliament  aj~ 

femhled. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Freehold¬ 
ers  of  the  County  of  York, 

S I-I  EWETH, 

*'HAT  your  petitioners,  fen- 
fihle  of  the  original  excel¬ 
lency  of  the  conditution  of  this 
country,  mod  ardently  wifh  to 
have  it  maintained  upon  the  ge¬ 
nuine  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded. 

Your  petitioners  further  (Few, 
that  it  is  neceffary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people,  that  the  Commons’ 
Houfe  of  parliament  fhould  have  a 
common  intered  with  the  nation  ; 
and  that  in  the  prefent  date  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  do  not  diffidently  fpeak  the 
voice  of  the  people. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  hum¬ 
bly  pray  this  honourable  houfe  to 
take  into  their  mod  ferious  con- 
fideration  the  prefent  date  of  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in 
parliament,  and  to  apply  fuch  re¬ 
medy  ro  this  great  and  alarming 
evil,  as  to  this  honourable  houfe 
may  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  (hall  ever 
pray,  &c. 

[HJ  2  Heads 
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Heads  of  two  principal  Acts  of 
Parliament  pa  fed  during 
the  prefent  Sejfion . 

An  A3  for  better  fecuring  the  Free¬ 
dom  of  Elections  of  Members  to 
jerque  in  Parliament ,  by  difabling 
certain  Officers ,  employed  in  the 
Collection  or  Management  of  his 
Maj cfy's  Revenues,  from  giving 
their  Votes  at  Juch  Elections. 

ROM  Auguft  1,  1782,  no 
commiffioner  or  officer  em¬ 
ployed  in  coiledting  or  managing 
the  duties  of  exeife,  cuftoms,  &c. 
fhall  have  any  vote  in  the  election 
of  members  of  parliament. 

The  penalty  on  perlons  voting, 
who  are  difqualified  by  this  adt, 
is  100/.  and  rendered  incapable  of 
executing  any  office  or  place  of 
truft,  &c. 

Claufe,  not  to  extend  to  com- 
miffioners  of  the  land  tax,  or  per- 
fons  adling  under  them  ;  nor  tp 
offices  held  by  letters  patent  for  any 
eftate  of  inheritance  ;  nor  to  per- 
fons  who  fhall  refign  their  offices 
before  A uguffi  i,  1782. 

Limitations  of  adtions,  viz.  12 
months  after  the  penalty  is  incur¬ 
red. 

An  A3  for  refraining  any  Perfm 
concerned  in  any  ContraCt ,  Com- 
miffion ,  or  Agreement ,  made  for 
the  Public  Service,  from  being 
tLCied,  or  fitting  and  voting  as  a 
Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons. 

AFTER  the  end  of  this  feffion, 
all  perfons  holding  contradls 
for  the  public  fervice,  fhall  be  in¬ 
capable  of  being  elected,  or  fitting 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Any  member  accepting  a  con¬ 
tract,  or  continuing  to  hold  any 


contract  after  the  commencement 
of  the  next  feffion,  his  ieat  fhall 
be  void. 

Not  to  extend  to  incorporated 
trading  companies. 

Not  to  extend  to  contracts  al¬ 
ready  made  for  one  year. 

Claufe  relative  to  contracts 
which  are  not  to  expire  until  a 
year’s  notice  be  given,  viz.  that 
where  any  contract,  agreement,  or 
commiffion,  has  been  made,  en¬ 
tered  into,  or  accepted,  with  a 
provifion  that  the  fame  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  until  a  year’s  notice  be  given 
of  the  intended  diffiolution  thereof, 
the  lame  fhall  not  difable  any  per- 
fon  from  fitting  and  voting  in  par¬ 
liament  until  one  year  after  the 
laid  notice  fhall  be  actually  given 
for  the  determination  of  the  faid 
contract,  agreement,  or  commit* 
fion,  or  till  after  twelve  calendar 
months,  to  be  computed  from  the 
time  of  palling  this  adt. 

Not  to  extend  to  contradls  by 
defeent,  &c.  until  after  twelve 
months  poffieffion. 

Members  holding  contradls  may 
be  difeharged  therefrom  on  giving 
twelve  months  notice. 

Claufe  relative  to  patentees  for 
new  inventions,  viz.  that  if  any 
perfon  adtually  poffieffied  of  a  pa¬ 
tent  for  a  new’  invention,  or  a  pro¬ 
longation  thereof  by  adt  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  having  contradled  with 
government  concerning  the  objedt 
of  the  faid  patent  before  the  pal- 
ling  of  this  adt,  fhall  give  notice 
of  his  intention  to  diffiolve  the  faid 
contradt,  the  fame  fhall  be  null 
and  void  from  the  time  of  giving 
fuch  notice. 

If  any  perfon  hereby  difqualified 
fhall  be  eledted,  fuch  eledtion  fhall 
be  void. 

Difabled  perfons  who  fhall  fit  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  after  this 

feffion  ? 


STATE  PAPERS. 


feflion,  fhall  forfeit  500/.  for  each 
day. 

A  condition  to  be  inferted  in 
all  public  contracts,  that  no  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Houle  of  Commons  fliall 
have  any  fhare  thereof. 

Penalty  on  contradlors  who  fliall 
admit  any  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  any  lhare  of  their 
contradls. 

Limitations  of  adtions,  viz.  twelve 
months. 


‘ The  fourth  Report  of  the  Commijft • 
oners  appointed  to  examine ,  take% 
and  flute  the  public  Accounts  of 
the  Kingdom. 

ROCEEDING  in  our  inqui¬ 
ries  into  balances  in  the  hands 
of  thofe  accountants  who  appear 
upon  the  certificate  of  accounts 
depending  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  of  the  impreft,  we  find  there¬ 
in,  next  to  the  treafurers  of  the 
navy,  the  names  of  feveral  perfons 
whofe  accounts  have  not  been  pro- 
fecuted  for  upwards  of  feventy 
years.  We  could  have  no  expec¬ 
tation  of  profiting  by  a  purfuit  of 
claims  arifing  at  fo  remote  a  period; 
and  therefore  palling  on  to  the 
next  clafs,  namely,  the  pay- 
mafters  of  the  forces,  we  fee  (land¬ 
ing  firft  in  that  clafs  the  name  of 
Henry  Earl  of  Lincoln  ;  whofe 
final  account  of  the  forces  for  fix 
months,  to  the  24th  of  June,  1720, 
is  therein  defcribed  “  to  have  been 
delivered  into  auditor  Aifiabie’s 
“  office,  but,  being  very  imper- 
“  fedt,  to  have  been  long  fince 
“  withdrawn,  and  not  returned.” 
We  iffiued  our  precept  to  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  for  an 
account  of  the  public  money  in 
his  hands,  cuftody,  or  power,  as 
reprefentative  of  Henry  Earl  of 


[309 

Lincoln,  late  paymafter  -  general  tof 
the  forces.  The  Duke  of  New¬ 
caftle,  in  a  letter  dated  the  24th 
of  Auguft  la  ft,  informed  us,  that 
“  he  never  had  in  his  hands,  cuf- 
“  tody,  or  power,  any  of  the 
“  public  money  which  was  pof- 
“  feffed  by  his  late  father  as  pay- 
“  mailer  of  the  forces,  nor  any  of 
“  his  accounts  or  vouchers  relative 
“  thereto  ;  nor  could  he  inform 
“  us  what  balance,  if  any,  was 
“  due  from  him  on  that  account  ; 
“  that  his  late  father  died  intef- 
“  tate,  leaving  him,  and  feveral 
“  other  children,  then  infants, 
“  and  that  Lucy  Countefs  of 
**  Lincoln,  his  widow,  admi- 
“  nillered  to  him,  and  poflefled 
“  what  effects  he  left,  which  (lie 
“  applied  towards  difcharge  of  his 
“  debts  and  in  a  fubfequent 
letter,  dated  the  23d  of  November 
lad,  the  Duke  informed  us,  that 
he  took  adminiftration  de  bonis 
non  to  his  late  father,  in  May  1748. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  letters 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  we 
proceeded  no  further  in  this  in¬ 
quiry. 

Having  iffued  our  precepts  to 
John  Powell,  Efq.  the  only  adting 
executor  of  Henry  Lord  Holland  ; 
to  Lady  Greenwich,  adminiftra- 
trix  to  the  Right  Hon-  Charles 
Townfhend,  late  Paymafter  of  the 
forces,  to  Lord  North,  and  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend, 
late  paymafter  of  the  forces,  each 
jointly  with  George  Cooke,  Efq. 
deceafed,  for  an  account  of  the 
public  money  in  their  refpedtive 
hands,  cuftody,  or  power  :  the  to¬ 
tal  of  which  amounts  to  377,7881, 
5s.  yd.. 

Having  thus  obtained  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  balances,  our  next 
flep  was  to  examine  whether  they 
were  liable  to  any  fuch  fervices, 
[U]  3  or 
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or  fubjedt  to  any  fuch  payments, 
in  the  hands  of  thefe  accountants, 
as  rendered  it  necefiary  to  permit 
them,  or  any  part  of  them,  to  re¬ 
main  longer  in  their  pofteflion. 
For  this  purpofe  we  examined 
John  Poweil,  Efq  the  cafhier,  and 
Charles  Bembridge,  Efq.  the  ac¬ 
countant  to  the  Paymafter-general 
of  the  forces  ;  by  whom  we  are 
informed  that  the  money  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafters-general  of 
the  forces,  after  they  are  out  of 
office,  continues,  as  Ion  j  as  their 
accounts  are  kept  open,  liable  to 
the  payment  of  any  claims  of  the 
flaff  or  hofpital  officers,  or  of  any 
warrants  for  contingencies  and  ex¬ 
traordinaries,  which  were  voted 
during  the  time  they  were  refpec- 
tively  in  office,  and  have  not  been 
claimed  ;  after  the  final  accounts 
are  clofed,  fuch  claimants  mull 
applv  for  payment,  either  to  the 
treafury  or  the  war-office,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  claim.  Thefe 
fums  remaining  in  their  han 's  are 
likewife  fubjebt  to  the  payment  of 
fees  of  divers  natures,  and  of  fees 
for  paflmg  their  accounts  and  ob¬ 
taining  their  quietus,  together 
with  the  payment  of  a  gratuity  to 
the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  pay- 
office  ;  who,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  tranfadl  the  bufinefs  of  the 
feaymafter  in  office,  carry  on  alio, 
tnake  up,  and  finally  ciofe,  the 
accounts  of  the  paymafters  after 
they  are  out  of  office  •  but,  having 
no  falary  or  reward  whatever  for 
this  extra  bufinefs,  it  has  been 
cuftomary  for  them,  when  the  fi¬ 
nal  account  is  ready  to  be  palled, 
to  prefen t  a  memorial  to  the  lords 
of  the  treafury,  praying  them  to 
procure  the  king’s  warrant  to  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft,  to  allow 
them  a  certain  fum  for  their  trou- 
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ble,  payable  out  of  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  hands  of  that 
paymafter. 

The  fums  now  in  the  hands  of 
thefe  late  paymafters  of  the  forces, 
or  of  the  reprefentatives  of  thofe 
who  are  dead,  are  full  liable  to 
claims  that  may  be  made  upon 
them  under  various  heads  of  Cer¬ 
vices,  and  ftibject  likewife  to  the 
payment  of  fundry  fees,  and  of  the 
cuftomary  gratuities  ;  but  neither 
thefe  claims,  fees,  or  gratuities, 
do,  in  our  opinion,  furniih  any 
objection  to  the  payment  of  thefe 
balances  into  the  Exchequer. 

Lord  Holland  refigned  this  office 
in  1765  ;  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend 
in  1766  i  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Cooke  jn  1767  ;  Mr.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  in  176S  ; 
fince  which,  fufficient  ;time  has  e- 
lapfed  tor  all  the  claimants  upon 
thele  paymafters  to  have  made 
their  applications  for  payment. 
1  he  public  are  not  to  be  kept  out 
of  poikffion  of  large  fums  of  their 
own  money,  nor  public  accounts 
to  be  kept  open,  becaufe  perfons 
may  have  for  fo  long  a  time 
negletted  their  own  bufinefs  :  not 
that  thefe  claimants  are  without 
remedy  after  thefe  accounts  are 
clofed  ;  by  applying  either  to  the 
treafury,  or  to  the  war-office,  as 
the  cafe  may  require,  their  de¬ 
mands  may  be  enquired  into  and 
fatisned,  by  proper  warrants  upon 
the  paymafter  in  office. 

1  he  fees  and  gratuities  become 
payable  when  the  final  accounts 
,  are  ready  to  be  paffied  in  the  office 
of  the  auditor  of  the  impreft  ;  how 
long  it  will  he  before  the  final  ac¬ 
counts  of  thefe  late  paymafters 
will  be  in  that  fituation,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  afcertain.  John  Lloyd, 
Efq.  deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft: 

to 
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to  Lord  Sondes,  informed  us,  that 
the  final  account  of  Lord  Holland 
was  delivered  into  that  office  in 
January,  1772;  the  final  account 
of  Mr.  Charles  Town /Lend  in  July, 

1 777  ;  the  final  account  of  Lord 
North  and  Mr.  Cooke  in  ,0£lober, 

1 779.  John  Bray,  Efq.  deputy 
auditor  to  William  Ar'flabie,  1  fq. 
informed  its,  that  the  final  a  ad 
only  account  of  M-r.  Cooke  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Town fhend  was  de¬ 
livered  into  that  office  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1779.  From  an  objection 
herein-after  mentioned,  made  by 
the  a£tin§  executor  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  to  the  final  clofing  of  that 
account,  and  from  the  representa¬ 
tion  given  to  us  by  thefe  officers, 
of  the  Situation  in  which  the  other 
accounts  now  are  in  the  impreft 
office,  none  of  them  appear  to  be 
in  fo  advanced  and  perfect  a  (late 
as  to  give  us  reafon  to  expeCt  their 
fpeedy  completion  ;  and  therefore 
we  do  npt  think  the  payment  of 
thefe  balances  into  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  be  delayed  until  the  ac¬ 
counts  are  fettled,  Specially  as  we 
fee  no  reafon  why  the  paymafter  in 
office  may  not  be  authorized  to 
pay,  out  of  the  public  money  in 
his  hands,  all  the  fees  and  gratui¬ 
ties,  whenever  they  become  pay¬ 
able. 

Seeing,  therefore,  no  objeClion 
to  arife,  from  the  fervices  or  pur- 
pofes  to  which  thefe  balances  are 
ltill  applicable,  to  the  payment  of 
them  into  the  Exchequer,  we  ad¬ 
verted  to  fuch  reafons  as  might  be 
fugfgefted  to  us  by  the  accountants 
theinfelves,  or  by  thofe  who  have 
an  intereft  or  truft  in  the  funds  out 
of  which  thefe  balances  mull  be~ 
paid.  To  this  end  we  examined 
the  Honourable  Charles  James 
Fox,  Efq.  and  John  Powell,  Efq. 


executors  of  the  late  Lord  Hol¬ 
land*  Lady  Greenwich,  admini- 
ltratrix  to  Mr.  Charles  Town  fhend  ; 
Lord  North,  Mr.  Thomas  Town" 
fhend.  Col.  George  John  Cooke* 
and  bar.  Charles  Molloy,  devifees 
of  the  eftates  of  Mr.  Geo.  Cooke* 
late  paymafters-general  of  the 
forces. 

Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell  objec¬ 
ted  to  the  payment  into  the  Ex¬ 
chequer  of  fo  much  of  the  fum  of 
256,456b  8s.  2d.  (being  the  ba¬ 
lance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Powell 
as  executor  of  the  late  Lord  Hol¬ 
land)  as  may  be  afte&ed  by  the 
decifion  of  certain  fuits  depending 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The 
fum  that  may  be  fo  affefled,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Mr.  Powell’s  account, 
amounts  to  73,149!.  10s.  yd. 

The  date  of  the  proceedings’ll 
thefe  fuits  is  fet  forth  in  Mr.  Pow¬ 
ell’s  information  to  be  as  follows  : 

- The  accounts  of  Mr.  Robert 

Paris  Taylor,  one  of  the  deputy 
paymafters  to  Lord  Holland,  in 
Germany,  during  the  late  war, 
were  examined  in  the  office  of  the 
auditors  of  the  impreft,  where  he 
is  furcharced  with  the  fum  of 

o 

12,052k  13s.  iod.  halfpenny, 

which  furcharge  he  controverts. 
In  the  beginning  of  laft  year,  the 
executors  of  Lord  Holland  com¬ 
menced  two  actions  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  againft  Mr.  Taylor, 
and  the  executors  and  devifees  of 
Peter  Taylor,  his  father,  who  Was 
his  furety,  to  recover  the  fum  of 
28,585b  9s-  5<d|r,  being  the  ba¬ 
lance  fuppofed  to  be  due  from  him 
upon  thefe  accounts,  in  which 
fum  the  furcharge  is  included.  As 
the  queftion  in  thefe  caufes  ap¬ 
pears  to  be,  whether  Mr.  Taylor 
was  indebted  to  the  executors  of 
Lord  Holland  in  this  fum,  or  any 
[£/]  4  *  part 
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part  of  it,  the  balance  of  public 
money  in  Mr.  Powell’s  hands 
might  be  increafed,  but  could  not 
be  diminiilied  by  the  event  of 
thefe  actions  ;  and  therefore  Mr. 
Powell  does  not  infill  upon  retain¬ 
ing  any  part  of  this  balance  to 
fecure  him  againll  fuch  event  ; 
but  Mr.  Taylor,  and  the  devifecs 
of  Peter  Taylor,  foon  after  filed 
two  bills  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
againft  the  executors  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  fuggefting  errors,  and  pray¬ 
ing  that  thefe  accounts  may  be 
taken  in  that  court.  Thele  caufes 
have  not  yet  come  to  a  hearing  j 
but  the  ground  of  Mr.  Powell’s 
claim  to  the  detention  of  this  fum 
of  73.149b  1  os.  yd.  as  collected 
from  his  information,  and  the  let¬ 
ter  of  his  foiicitor,  appears  to  be 
this  ‘  that  (hould  an  account  be 
decreed,  every  item  in  Mr.  Tay-  * 
Jor’s  accounts  will  be  open  to  liti¬ 
gation  ;  and  Mr.  Taylor  having 
charged  himfelf,  before  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  imprell,  with  th  fum 
of  786,357  guilders,  and  9  (livers, 
which  is  73,149b  10s.  yd.  (lerling, 
as  a  profit  it)  the  public  arifing 
on  money  tranfadtions  in  his  de¬ 
partment  as  deputy  paymailer,  may 
tugged,  in  the  progrefs  of  thefe 
caufes,  that  he  has  erroneoufly 
charged  himfelf  with  this  fum ; 
and  therefore  Mr.  Powell  claims 
to  retain  it  in  his  hands,  to  guard 
againft  the  confequences  of  a 
poftible  decifion  upon  this  fum  in 
Mr.  Taylor’s  favour. 

Subje&s  under  litigation  in  a 
court  of  juftice  (hould  not  be  ex¬ 
amined  elfewhere  without  an  ab- 
folute  neceffity,  and  not  even  then 
but  with  great  caution.  This 
point  coming  thus  incidentally 
before  us,  in  the  progrefs  of  an 
enquiry  within  our  province,  we 


may,  without  impropriety,  venture 
to  fay,  that  in  our  opinion,  the 
bare  poftibility  that  Mr.  Taylor 
may,  in  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
objedt  to,  and  be  difeharged  of  a 
fum  he  has  charged  himfelf  with 
before  the  auditors  of  the  impreft, 
and  which  he  was  bound  by  his 
inftrudtions  to  charge  himfelf  with, 
as  a  profit  to  the  public,  and  to 
which,  for  aught  that  appears  to 
us,  he  has  never  yet  objected,  but 
has,  on  the  contrary,  in  part  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  ufe  of  the  public,  is 
not  a  fufEcient  reafon  for  permitting 
the  fum  of  73,1.49!.  10s.  yd.  to 
continue  in  the  hands  of  the  execu¬ 
tors  of  Lord  Holland,  until  two 
fuits  in  chancery,  not  yet  heard, 
praying  an  account  may  be  taken 
of  the  receipt  of  913,405!.  6s.  zdj-, 
and  of  the  expenditure  of  878,0081. 

1  8s.  id*,  during  upwards  of  four 
years  of  the  late  war  in  Germany, 
(hall  be  finally  determined  in  the 
court. 

Lady  Greenwich,  Lord  North, 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  Colonel 
Cooke,  and  Mr.  Moll  ay,  do  not 
object  to  the  payment  into  the 
Exchequer  of  their  balances  ,•  nor 
do  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Powell,  as 
the  refidue  of  Lord  Holland’s  ba¬ 
lance,  upon  feverally  receiving 
their  quietus,  or  a  fecurity  equiva¬ 
lent  thereto. 

Where  accounts  muft  be  pafted 
by  the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  the 
payments  into  the  Exchequer, 
made  by  the  accountants,  before 
the  final  adjuftment,  are  payments 
upon  account  only  ;  but  (hould 
thefe  accountants  be  directed  to 
pay  in  their  full  balances,  they 
will  be  entitled  to,  and  ought  in 
juftice  to  receive,  a  fecurity  and 
indemnification  againft  all  claims 
and  payments  whatever,  to  which 

the 
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the  balances  in  their  hands  were 
fubjedl  ;  the  fund  poflcffed  by  the 
pay  mailer  in  office  being  fubftitut- 
ed  in  the  place  of  thefe  balances,  to 
anfwer  fuch  future  claims  and  de¬ 
mands,  the  accountant  himfelf  will 
ftand  liable  only  to  the  errors  and 
omillions  that  may  be  difcovered  in 
the  examination  of  his  accounts, 
in  the  office  appointed  for  auditing 
them  :  fhould  there  be  errors,  he 
may  either  pay  the  balance  to, 
or  receive  it  from,  the  paymafter 
in  office,  according  as  it  may  be 
determined  •,  then,  and  not  before, 
he  will  be  entitled  to  his  quietus, 
which  being  the  formal  official  dif- 
cnarge  of  every  public  accountant, 
cannot  but  be  iublequent  to  the 
complete  examination,  and  the 
payment  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
according  to  the  final  adjuftment 
of  his  accounts. 

Having,  therefore,  not  heard, 
either  from  the  accountants  tbem- 
feives,  or  from  thofe  who  may  be 
intereffed  in  our  decifions,  anv 
reafons  to  alter  our  opinion,  v/e 
conceive  that  the  balance  of  pub¬ 
lic  money  now  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  John  Powell,  Efq.  as  the 
only  acting  executor  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land  ;  and  in  the  hands  of  Lady 
Greenwich,  as  adminiftratrix  to 
Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  late 
paymaster  of  the  forces  ;  and  in 
the  hands  of  Lord  North,  and  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  us  late 
paymafters  of  the  forces,  each 
jointly  with  Mr.  George  Cooke, 
deceafed,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  to 
the  public  fervice  ;  and  that  fuch 
payments  fhould  be  without  pre¬ 
judice,  and  a  proper  fecurity  and 
indemnification  be  given  to  each 
of  them  againfi  any  lofs  or  detri- 
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ment  that  m^y  accrue  to  them  in 
confequence  of  fuch  payment. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  enqui¬ 
ry,  two  circumftanc.es  engaged  our 
obfervation. 

Firft,  the  injury  fuftained  by 
the  public  from  not  having  the 
ufe  of  the  money  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  paymafters  of  the 
forces  after  they  have  quitted  the 
office.  We  procured  from  the 
pay-office,  accounts  of  the  balances 
and  fums  received  and  paid  every 
year,  by  each  of  thefe  paymalters, 
Since  they  feverally  went  out  of 
office.  A  computation  of  intereft, 
at  four  per  cent,  per  annum,  upon 
thefe  balances  every  year,  from 
fix  months  after  they  feverally  re- 
figned  the  office,  proves  that  the 
lofs  by  the  money  left  in  the  hands 
of  Lord  Holland  amounts,  at  fim- 
ple  intereft,  to  248,394b  13s.  of 
iVJr.  Charles  Townfhend,  to 
24,247b  3s.  of  Lord  North  and 
Mr.  Cooke,  to  18,7751  3s.  of 
Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Townfhend,  to  3, 419b  15s.  To¬ 
tal.  294,836!.  14s. 

Such  has  been  the  lofs  fuftained 
by  the  public.  Much  does  it  be¬ 
hove  them  to  guard  againft  the 
pcffibility  of  the  like  evil  for  the 
future.  If  there  exifts  in  govern¬ 
ment  no  power  to  compel  an  ac¬ 
countant  to  difclofe  his  balance, 
and  to  deliver  back  to  the  public 
what  their  fervice  does  not  require 
he  fhould  detain,  it  is  time  fuch  a 
power  was  created.  If  it  does 
exill,  the  public  good  requires  it 
fhould  be  conftantly  exerted,  with¬ 
in  a  reafonable  limited  time  after 
an  accountant  has  quitted  his 
office. 

Secondly,  The  other  circum- 
ftance  that  claimed  our  attention 

is. 
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is,  the  delay  in  palling  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  pay  matters  of  the 
forces. 

The  making  up  and  paffing 
thefe  accounts  is  the  concern  of 
three  different  parties  ;  the  pay- 
tn  after,  whofe  accounts  they  are  ; 
the  pay-office,  where  they  are 
made  up  •  and  the  auditors  office, 
where  they  are  puffed-  The  hr  ft 
Hep  mu  ft  be  taken  by  the  pay-office; 
there  the  accounts  muft  be  made 
up,  and  from  thence  fent  with'  the 
vouchers  to  the  auditors  office,  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  examined.  Near 
forty  fix  millions  were  iffued  to 
Lord  Holland  ;  his  final  account 
was  not  delivered  into  the  auditors 
office  until  feven  years  after  his 
refignation.  Above  two  millions 
were  iffued  to  Mr.  Charles  Town- 
fhend  ;  his  final  account  was 
not  delivered  until  eleven  years 
after  his  refignation.  Near  two 
millions  were  iffued  to  Lord  North 
and  Mr  Cooke ;  their  final  ac¬ 
count  was  not  delivered  until  twelve 
years  after  their  refignation.  Five 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds  were  iffued  to  Mr.  Cooke 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  ; 
their  only  account  was  not  deliver¬ 
ed  until  eleven  years  after  their 
refignation. 

In  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft,  the  cuftotn  of  not 
palling  the  accounts  of  a  fucceffor, 
until  the  predeceffors  are  com¬ 
pleted,  is  a  caufe  of  delay.  A 
difpute  with  a  deputy  flops  Lord 
Holland’s  accounts  ;  but  that  can 
be  no  reafon  for  delaying  one  mo¬ 
ment  the  accounts  of  his  fucceffors; 
they  depend  not  upon,  nor  are 
connected  with  each  other.  It 
is  regular  to  examine  and  pafs 
accounts  in  order  of  time  ;  but  in 


the  cafe  of  the  paymafter’s  ac¬ 
counts,  convenience,  both  public 
and  private,  will  warrant  a  devia¬ 
tion  from  this  rule.  Every  ac¬ 
countant  has  a  material  intereil 
that  his  accounts  ffiould  be  paffed 
with  difpatch  ;  the  quiet  of  him- 
felf,  his  family,  and  fortune.  It 
is  not  unreafonable  to  prefume, 
that  taking  from  an  accountant 
his  balance,  may  be  a  means  of 
expediting  the  paffing  of  his  ac¬ 
counts  ;  whilil  he  holds  a  large 
ium  in  his  hands,  he  may  be  lefs 
anxious  to  come  to  a  final  adjuft- 
ment,  lels  eager  to  procure  a  qui¬ 
etus,  the  condition  of  which  is  the 
depriving  himfelf  of  that  balance. 

We  are  proceeding  to  examine 
the  fum  in  the  hands  of  the  pay- 
mafter  general  of  the  forces  in  of¬ 
fice  ;  but  finding,  from  the  variety 
and  extent  of  his  tranfa&ions,  it 
will  require  a  confiderable  time 
before  we  can  obtain  the  know¬ 
ledge  neceffary  for  forming  a  re¬ 
port,  we  judged  it  moft  conlonant 
to  the  fpirit  and  intention  of  the 
adl  that  regulates  our  conduct,  to 
fubunt,  with  all  the  difpatch  in 
out  power,  to  the  wifdom  of  the 
legifiarure,  the  confideration  of  a 
linn  of  public  money  of  fuch  mag¬ 
nitude  as  that  now  remaining  in 
the  poffeflion  of  the  pay  mailers 
general  of  the  forces  out  of  office. 

Guy  Car  let  on,  (L.S.) 
T.  Anguish,  (L.S.) 

A.  Pi  g  g  o  t,  (L.S  ) 

Richard  Niave,  (L.S.) 

Sam.  B  e  a  c h  c  r  o  f  t ,  (L.S.) 
Geo.Drummond,  (L.S.) 

Office  of  Accounts,  Bell- 
yard,  9ft)  April,  1781, 
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Authentic  Copies  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  op  Peace ,  between  his 
Britannic  Majejly  and  the  Mjl 
Cbrijhan  King,  his  Mojl  Catho¬ 
lic  Majejly,  and  the  United  States 
0]  America.  Signed  at  Verjailles-> 
the  20 th  of  January,  1783. 

Tranflation  of  the  Preliminary  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Peace y  beinv  en  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majejly  and  tbc  Mojl  ChriJ - 
tiun  King.  Signed  at  PerJ  aides  y 
the  20th  of  January ,  1783. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most 
H o  1. y  Trinity, 

^  H  E  King  of  Great  Britain 
'and  the  Aloft  Chiiilian  King, 
equally  animated  w  ith  a  defire  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of 
a  deftrudtive  war,  and  of  re-eftab- 
liihing  union  and  good  under- 
ffanding  between  them,  as  necef- 
fary  for  the  good  of  mankind  in 
general  as  for  that  of  their  r effec¬ 
tive  kingdoms,  fates,  and  fub- 
jefts,  have  named  for  this  purpofe, 
viz.  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty  Mr.  Alleyne  Fitz-Her- 
bert,  minifter  plenipotentiary  of 
his  laid  '  ajefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  •  and  on  the  part  of  his 
Moil  Chriftian  Majefty,  Charles 
Gravier,  Comte  de  Vergennes, 
counfellor  in  all  his  councils, 
commander  of  his  orders,  coun¬ 
fellor  of  ftate,  minifter  and  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  and  of  the  commands 
and  finances  of  his  faid  Majefty, 
for  the  department  of  foreign  af¬ 
fairs  ;  who,  after  having  duly 
communicated  to  each  other  their 
full  powers  in  good  form,  have 
agreed  on  the  following  Prelimi¬ 
nary  Articles  : 

Article  I.  As  foon  as  the 
preliminaries  fhall  he  figned  and 
ratified,  fincere  friendfhip  Ihall  be 


re-eftabli fired  between  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Majeftv  and  his  Mo  ft  Chrif- 
tian  Majefty,  their  kingdoms, 
ftates,  and  fubjc&s  by  fea  and  by 
lano,  ;n  all  parts  of  the  world* 
Orcieis  dial]  be  lent  to  the  armies 
and  fquadrons,  as  well  as  to  the 
1  ubjedfs,  oi  the  two  powers,  to 
ftop  all  hoftiliries,  and  to  live  in 
the  mod  perfect  union,  forgetting 
w^hat  has  paiTtd,  of  which  their  fo- 
vereigns  give  them  the  order  and 
example.  And,  for  the  execution 
of  this  article,  fea-pafles  ihall  be 
given  on  each  fide  for  the  Blips 
which  ihall  be  difpatched  to  carry 
the  news  of  it  to  the  pofleftions  of 
the  faid  powers 

^Art.  II  His  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  fhall  preferve  in 
full  right  the  Hand  of  Newfound¬ 
land.  and  the  adjacent  Hands,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  whole  was 
ceded  to  him  by  the  thirteenth  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  fave 
the  exceptions  which  ihall  be  fti- 
pulated  by  the  fifth  article  of  the 
prefect  treaty. 

^  A  R  t .  III.  His  Moft  Chriftian 
Majefty,  in  order  to  prevent  quar¬ 
rels  which  have  hitherto  arifen  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations  of  England 
and  France,  renounces  the  right 
of  fiihing,  which  belongs  to  him 
by  virtue  of  the  faid  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  from  Cape  Bo- 
naviila  to  Cape  St.  John,  fttuated 
on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Newfound- * 
land,  in  about  50  degrees  of  north 
latitude  ;  whereby  the  French 
tfthery  Ihall  commence  at  the  faid 
Fape  St.  John,  fhall  go  round  by 
tne  North,  and,  going  down  the 
weftern  coaft  of  the  Hand  of  New¬ 
foundland,  iliall  have  for  boun¬ 
dary  the  place  called  Cape  Raye, 
fituated  in  47  degrees  50  minutes 
latitude. 


Art.  IV. 
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Art.  IV.  The  French  fisher¬ 
men  fha.ll  enjoy  the  fifhery  affigned 
them  by  the  foregoing  article,  as 
they  have  a  right  to  enjoy  it  by 
virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht 

Art.  V.  His  Britannic  Majefty 
will  cede  in  full  right  to  his  Moil 
Chriftian  Majefty  the  iflands  of  St. 
Pierre  and  Miquelon. 

Art.  VI.  With  regard  to  the 
right  of  hfhing  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence,  the  French  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  enjoy  it  conformably  to 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Paris. 

Art.  VII.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  reftore  to  France  the 
illand  of  St.  Lucia,  and  fhall  cede 
and  guarantee  to  her  that  of  To¬ 
bago. 

^  Art.  VIII.  The  Mofi  Chrif- 
ttan  King  fhall  reftore  to  Great 
Britain  the  iflands  of  Grenada  and 
the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent,  Do¬ 
minica,  St.  Chriftopher’s,  Nevis, 
and  Montferrat  ;  and  the  fortrefles 
of  thofe  iflands  conquered  by  the 
arms  of  Qreat  Britain  and  by  thofe 
of  France,  fhall  be  reftored  in  the 
fame  condition  in  which  they  were 
when  the  conqueft  of  them  was 
made,  provided  that  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  to  be  computed 
from  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  fhall  be 
granted  to  the  refpedtive  fubjedts 
of  the  Crowns  of  Great  Britain 
#nd  France,  who  may  have  fettled 
in  the  faid  iflands,  and  in  other 
places  which  fhall  be  reflored  by 
the  definitive  treaty,  to  fell  their 
eftates,  recover  their  debts,  and 
to  tranfport  their  effects  and  retire 
without  being  reftrained,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  religion,  or  any 
other  whatever,  except  in  cafes  of 
debt  or  of  criminal  profecutions. 

A  at.  IX*  The  King  of  Great 


Britain  fhall  cede  and  guarantee 
in  full  right  to  his  mofl  Chriftian 
iVJajefty  the  river  of  Senegal  and 
its  dependencies,  with  the  forts  of 
St.  Louis,  Podor,  Galam,  Arguin 
and  Portendu.  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty  fhall  reftore,  likewife,  the 
ifland  of  Goree,  which  fhall  be 
given  up  in  the  condition  in  which 
it  was  when  the  Britifli  arms  took 
pofTeftion  of  it. 

Art.  X.  The  Mofl  Chriftian 
King  fhall,  on  his  fide,  guarantee 
to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  the  pofTeftion  of  Fort  Janies 
and  of  the  river  Gambia. 

Art.  XI.  In  order  to  prevent 
all  difeuflions  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  the  two  courts  fhall  agree, 
either  by  the  definitive  treaty,  or 
by  a  feparate  a£t,  upon  the  boun¬ 
daries  to  be  fixed  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  poffeffions.  The  gum  trade 
fhall  be  carried  on  in  future  as 
the  Englifh  and  French  nations 
carried  it  on  before  the  year  1755. 

Art.  XII.  In  regard  to  the 
reft  of  the  coafts  of  Africa,  the 
fubjects  of  both  powers  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  frequent  them,  according 
to  the  cuftom  which  has  prevailed 
hitherto. 

Art.  XITI.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhall  reftore  to  his  JVioft 
Chriftian  Majefty  all  the  eftablifh- 
ments  which  belonged  to  him  at 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  and  in 
Bengal,  with  liberty  to  furround 
Chandernagor  with  a  ditch  for 
draining  the  waters  j  and  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  engages  to  take 
fuch  meafures  as  may  be  in  his 
power  for  feenring  to  the  fubjedts 
of  France  in  that  part  of  India,  as 
alfo  on  the  coaft  of  Orixa,  Coro¬ 
mandel,  and  Malabar,  a  fafe,  free, 
and  independent  trade*  fuch  as 
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was  carried  on  by  the  late  French 
Eaft  India  company,  whether  it 
be  carried  on  by  them  as  indivi¬ 
duals  or  as  a  company. 

Art.  XIV.  Pondicherry,  as 
well  as  Karical,  fhall  like  wife  be 
reftored,  and  guaranteed  to  France; 
and  his  Britannic  Majefty  /hall 
procure,  to  ferve  as  a  dependency 
round  Pondicherry,  the  two  di- 
/Iridls  of  Valanour  and  Bahour  ; 
and  as  a  dependency  round  Kari¬ 
cal,  the  four  contiguous  Magans. 

Art.  XV.  Fiance  fhall  again 
enter  into  po/Te/Tion  of  Mahe,  and 
ot  the  Comptoir  at  Surat  ;  and 
the  French  /hall  carry  on  com¬ 
merce  in  this  part  of  India  con- 
iormably  to  the  principles  laid 
down  in  the  thirteenth  article  of 
this  treaty. 

Art.  XVI.  In  cafe  France  has 
allies  in  India,  they  /hall  be  in¬ 
vited,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
pacification  ;  and  tor  that  purpofe 
a  term  of  four  months,  to  be  com¬ 
puted  from  the  day  on  which  the 
propofal  fhall  be  made  to  them, 
fhall  be  allowed  them  to  make 
their  decifion  ;  and  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal  on  their  parr,  their  Britannic 
and  Moft  Chriftian  Majefties  agree 
not  to  give  them  any  aftiftance,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indireCtly,  again/l  the 
Briti/h  or  French  pofteffions,  or 
againft  the  ancient  po/Te/Iions  of 
their  refpeCtive  allies  ;  and  their 
faid  Majefties  /hall  offer  them  their 
good  offices  towards  a  mutual  ac¬ 
commodation. 

^  Art.  XVII.  The  King  of 
Great  Britain,  defirous  of  giving 
his  Molt  Chriftian  Majefty  a  fincere 
proof  of  reconciliation  and  friend- 
fhip,  and  of  contributing  to  the 
folidity  of  the  peace  which  is  on 
the  point  of  being  re-eftablifhed, 
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will  content  to  the  abrogation  and 
fupprelfion  o  f  all  the  articles  rela¬ 
tive  to  Dunkirk,  from  the  treaty 
ot  peace  concluded  at  Utrecht  in 
1713,  inclufively  to  this  time. 

Art.  XVIII.  By  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty,  all  thofe  which  have 
exifted  till  now  between  the  two 
high  contracting  parties,  and 
which  /hall  not  have  been  dero¬ 
gated  from  either  by  the  faid 
treaty,  or  by  the  prefent  prelimi¬ 
nary  treaty,  fhall  be  renewed  and 
confirmed  ;  and  the  two  courts 
iha  11  name  commiftioners  to  inquire 
into  the  ftate  of  commerce  between 
the  two  nations,  in  order  to  agree 
upon  new  arrangements  of  trade, 
on  the  footing  of  reciprocity  and 
mutual  convenience.  —  The  faid 
two  courts  fhall  together  amicably 
fix  a  competent  term  for  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  that  bufinefs. 

Art.  XIX.  All  the  countries 
and  territories  which  may  have 
been,  or  which  may  be,  con¬ 
quered  in  any  part  of  the  world 
whatfoever,  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  or  by  thofe  of 
his  Molt  Chriftian  Majefty,  and 
which  are  not  included  in  the 
prefent  articles,  /hall  be  reftored 
without  difficulty,  and  without 
requiring  compeniation. 

Art.  XX.  As  it  is  nece/fary 
to  affign  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  ref- 
titutions  and  the  evacuations  to 
be  made  by  each  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  that 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  /hall 
caufe  to  be  evacuated  the  iflands 
'  of  St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done  ;  St.  Lucia  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  Goree  in  Africa,  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty,  qj  fooner  if  it 
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can  be  clone.  The  King  of  Great 
Britain  fhall,  in  like  manner,  at 
the  end  of  three  months  after  the 
ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
or  (ooner  if  it  can  be  done,  enter 
again  into  pofTeftion  of  the  i Hands 
of  Grenada,  the  Grenadines,  St. 
Vincent,  Dominica,  St.  Chrifto- 
pher’s,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat. 

France  Hi  a  11  be  pu  t  into  poffef* 
fion  of  the  towns  and  comptoirs, 
which  are  reftored  to  her  in  the 
Daft  Indies,  -and  of  the  territories 
which  are  procured  for  her,  to 
ferve  as  dependencies  round  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  and  round  Karical,  fix 
months  alter  the  ratification  cf 
the  definitive  treaty,  or  fooner  if 
it  can  be  done. 

France  final!,  at  the  end  of  the 
fame  term  of  fix  months,  reftore 
the  towns  and  territories  which 
her  arms  may  have  taken  from  the 
Englifii  or  their  allies  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies. 

In  confequence  whereof,  the  ne- 
cefTary  orders  Hi  all  be  fent  by  each 
of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
with  reciprocal  pafiports  for  the 
fhips  which  fhall  carry  them,  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  XXI.  'I  he  prifoners  made 
refpedively  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majefty,  and  his  Mod 
Chriftian  Majeftv,  by  land  and  by 
fea,  fhall  be  reftored  reciprocally, 
and  bona  fide,  immediately  after 
the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty,  without  ranfom,  and  on 
paying  the  debts  they  may  have 
contracted  during  their  captivity  ; 
and  each  crown  Hr  all  refpedtively 
reimhurfe  the  fums  which  fhall 
have  been  advanced  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  and  maintenance  of  their 
prifoners,  by  the  feve  reign  of  the 


country  where  they  Dia.ll  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  titles  w  hichlhall  be  pro¬ 
duced  on  etrdi  fide. 

Art.  XXII.  In  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  all  caufes  of  complaint  and 
difpute  which  may  arife  on  ac¬ 
count  of  prizes  which  may  be 
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thefie  preliminary  articles,  it  is 
reciprocally  agreed,  that  the  vel¬ 
ds  and  effects,  which  may  he 
taken  in  the  channel  and  the 
north  feas,  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  pre¬ 
liminary  articles,  fhall  be  relloied 
on  each  fide.  That  the  term  fhall 
be  one  month  from  the  channel 
and  north  feas,  as  far  as  the  Ca¬ 
nary  iflauds,  inclufively,  whether 
in  the  ocean  or  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean.  Two  months  from  the  faid 
Canary  iflands,  as  far  as  the  equi¬ 
noctial  line  or  equator  ;  and  laftly, 
five  months  in  all  other  parts  of 
the  world,  without  any  exception, 
or  any  other  more  particular  de- 
Icription  of  time  and  place. 

Art.  XXIII.  The  ratification 
of  the  prefent  preliminary  articles, 
Hi  all  be  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  exchanged  in  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  un¬ 
derwritten  minifters,  plenipotenti¬ 
ary  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
of  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  by 
virtue  of  our  refpeCtive  full  pow¬ 
ers,  have  figned  the  prefent  preli¬ 
minary  articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  leal  of  our  aims  to  be  put 
thereto. 

Done 


made  at  fea  after  the  fig 
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Done  at  Verfnilles,  the  20th  day 
of  January,  1  7^3- 
(L.  S  )  ' 

Ali.eyxe  Fitz-Herbert. 
(L.  S.) 

Giuvier  de  Veegennes. 


Tran  flat  ion  of  the  Preliminary  Ar¬ 
ticles  oj  Peace ,  be  trace  en  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Maj'Jly ,  and  the  VI  oft  Ca¬ 
tholic  King  Signed  at  V erf  allies, 
the  20th  of  January ,  1783. 

t 

'  / 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most 
Holy  Trinit  y. 

HE  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
,1.  the  King  of  Spain,  equally 
animated  with  a  defire  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  calamities  of  a  de- 
ftrudtive  war,  and  of  re-eftabiifh- 
ing  union  and  good  imderftanding 
between  them,  as  neceflary  for 
the  good  of  mankind  in  general, 
as  for  that  of  their  refpedlive  king¬ 
doms,  lfates,  and  fubjects,  have 
named  for  this  purpole,  viz.  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Alleyne 
Fitz-Herbert,  minifter  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  faid  Majefty,  and  on 
the  part  of  his  Majefty  the  King 
of  Spain,  Don  Peter  Paul  Abarea 
de  Bolea  Ximines  d’Urnea,  &c. 
Count  of  Aranda  and  Caftel  Flo- 
rido,  Marquis  of  Torres,  of  Vil- 
lanan  and  Rupit,  Vilcount  of  Ru- 
eda  and  Yoch,  Baron  of  the  Ba¬ 
ronies  of  Gavin,  Sietano,  Clamo- 
fa,  Enipol,  Trazmoz,  La  Mata 
de  Caftil,  Viego,  Antilion,  La 
Almolda,  Cortes,  Jorva,  St.  Ge- 
nis,  Robovillet  ;  Oreau,  and  St. 
Colome  de  Fames,  Lord  of  the 
'1  enance,  and  Honour  of  Alcala- 
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ten,  the  Valley  of  Rodellar,  the 
cailles  and  towns  of  Maella,  Me- 
lones,  Tiurana,  de  VillapLna, 
TaradeU,  and  Viladran,  &c-  Rico 
Hombre  in  Arragon,  by  birth. 
Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  full  clafs, 
Knight  of  the  order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  and  of  that  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Gentleman  of  the  King’s 
Bed-chamber  in  employment,  Cap¬ 
tain-general  of  his  Armies,  and 
his  Ambaftador  to  his  Mod  Chris¬ 
tian  Majefty,  who,  after  having 
duly  communicated  to  each  other 
their  full  powers  in  good  form, 
have  agreed  on  the  following  Pre¬ 
liminary  Articles  : 

Article  I.  As  foon  as  the 
preliminaries  fhall  be  figned  and 
ratified,  fincere  friendfliip  {bail  be 
eftablifhed  between  his  Britannic 
Majefty  and  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
their  kingdoms,  ftates,  and  lub- 
je£ts,  by  fea  and  by  land,  in  all 
parts  of  the  world.  Orders  fhall 
be  lent  to  the  armies  and  fqua- 
drons,  as  well  as  to  the  fubjects 
oi  the  two  powers,  to  ft  op  all 
hoftilities,  and  to  live  in  the  moll 
perfect  union,  forgetting  what  has 
pafted,  of  which  their  fovereigns 
give  them  the  order  and  example  ; 
and  for  the  execution  of  this 
article,  fea-paftes  fhall  be  given  or 
each  fide  for  the  fhips  which  fhall 
be  difpatched  to  carry  the  news  of 
it  to  the  pofiefiions  of  the  faid 
powers. 

Art.  II.  His  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhall  keep  the  iflarid  of  Mi¬ 
norca. 

Art.  III.  His  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhall  cede  to  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  Eaft  Florida,  and  his  Catho¬ 
lic  Majefty  fhall  keep  Weft  Flo¬ 
rida,  provided  that  the  term  of 
eighteen  months,  to  be  computed 
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from  the  time  of  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  fhall  be 
granted  to  the  fubjeCts  of  his  Bri¬ 
tannic  Majefty  who  are  fettled  as 
well  in  the  ifland  of  Minorca  as 
in  the  two  Floridas,  to  fell  their 
estates,  recover  their  debts,  and 
to  tranfport  their  effe&s,  as  well 
as  their  perfons,  without  being 
retrained  on  account  of  their  reli¬ 
gion,  or  under  any  other  pretence 
whatfoever,  except  that  of  debts 
and  criminal  profecutions  ;  and 
his  Britannic  Majefty  ilo all  have 
power  to  caufe  all  the  effe&s  that 
may  belong  to  him  in  Eaft  Flo¬ 
rida,  whether  artillery  or  others, 
to  be  carried  away. 

Art.  IV.  His  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhall  not  for  the  future,  buffer 
the  fubjeCts  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  or  their  workmen,  to  be 
difturbed  or  molefted,  under  any 
pretence  whatfoever,  in  their  oc¬ 
cupation  of  cutting,  loading  and 
carrying  away  logwood,  in  a  dis¬ 
trict  of  which  the  boundaries 
fhall  be  fixed,  and  for  this  pur- 
pofe  they  may  build  without  hin¬ 
drance,  and  occupy  without  in¬ 
terruption,  the  houfes  and  maga¬ 
zines  neceffary  for  them,  for  their 
families,  and  for  their  effects,  in  a 
place  to  be  agreed  upon,  either 
in  the  definitive  treaty,  or  within 
fix  months  after  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  ;  and  his  faid  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty  affures  to  them,  by 
this  article,  the  entire  enjoyment 
of  what  is  above  ftipulated  ;  pro¬ 
vided  that  thefe  ftipulations  fhall 
not  be  confidered  as  derogatory  in 
any  refpeCt  Irom  the  rights  of  his 
fovereignty. 

Art.  V.  His  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  fhail  reftore  to  Great  Britain, 
the  iflands  of  Providence  and  the 
Bahamas,  without  exception,  in  the 


fame  condition  in  which  they  were 
when  they  were  conquered  by  the 
arms  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

Art.  VI.  All  the  countries 
and  territories  which  may  have 
been,  or  may  be  conquered  in 
any  part  of  the  world  whatfoever, 
by  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  Ma¬ 
jefty,  or  by  thofe  of  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  and  which  are  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  our  prefent  articles, 
fhall  be  reftored  without  difficulty, 
and  without  requiring  compenfa- 
tions. 

Art.  VII.  By  the  definitive 
treaty,  all  thofe  which  have  ex- 
ill  ed  till  now  between  the  two  high 
contracting  parties,  and  which  fhaii 
not  be  derogated  from  either  by 
the  faid  treaty,  or  by  the  prefent 
preliminary  treaty,  fhall  be  re¬ 
newed  and  confirmed  •  and  the  two 
courts  fliall  name  commiftioners 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the 
commerce  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  in  order  to  agree  upon  new’’ 
arrangements  of  trade,  on  the 
footing  of  reciprocity  and  mutual 
convenience  j  and  the  two  faid 
courts  fliall  together,  amicably  fix 
a  competent  term  for  the  duration 
of  that  bufinels. 

Art.  VIII.  As  it  is  neceffary 
to  affign  a  fixed  epoch  for  the  ref¬ 
utations  and  evacuations  to  be 
made  by  each  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties,  it  is  agreed,  That 
the  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
caufe  Eaft  Florida  to  be  evacuated 
three  months  after  the  ratification 
of  the  definitive  treaty,  or  fooner 
if  it  can  be  done. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  fhall 
likewife  enter  again  into  pofleflion. 
of  the  Bahama  iflands,  without 
exception,  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months  after  the  ratification  of  the 
definitive  treaty. 

In 
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In  confequenee  whereof,  the  ne- 
cellary  orders  fhall  be  lent  by  each 
of  the  high  contracting  parties, 
with  reciprocal  paiTports  for  the 
ihips,  which  fhall  carry  them  im¬ 
mediately  after  the  ratification  of 
the  definitive  treaty. 

Art.  IX.  The  prifoners  made 
relpeCtively  by  the  arms  of  his 
Britannic  Majelly,  and  his  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majelly,  by  fea  and  by 
land,  ili all,  immediately  after  the 
.  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
be  reciprocally  and  bona  fde  re- 
fiored  without  random,  and  on 
paying  the  debts  they  may  have 
contracted  during  their  captivity, 
and  each  crown  fhall  refpectively 
reimburle  the  funis  which  fhall 
have  been  advanced  for  the  lub- 
fifteoce  and  maintenance  of  their 
prisoners  by  the  lovereign  of  the 
country  where  they  fhall  have  been 
detained,  according  to  the  receipts 
and  attefted  accounts,  and  other 
authentic  titles  which  fhall  be  pro¬ 
duced  dn  each  fide. 

Art.  X.  In  order  to  prevent 
all  caufes  of  complaint  and  dis¬ 
pute,  which  may  arile  on  account 
of  prizes  which  may  be  made  at  lea 
after  the  fighting  of  thefe  prelimina¬ 
ry  articles,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed 
that  the  fliips  and  elleCts  which 
may  be  taken  in  the  channel,  or  in 
the  north  Teas,  after  the  fpace  of 
twelve  days,  to  be  computed  from 
the  ratification  of  the  prefent  pre¬ 
liminary  articles,  fhall  be  reflored 
on  each  fide. 

That  the  term  fhall  be  one 
month  from  the  channel,  and  the 
north  feas  as  far  as  the  Canary 
iflands  inclufively,  whether  in  the 
ocean*,  or  in  the  Mediterranean  : 
two  months  from  the  faid  Canary 
iflands  as  far  as  the  equinoctial 
lie,  or  equator,  and,  laltly,  five 
Yol.  XXV. 
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months  in  all  parts  of  the  world 
without  exception,  or  other  more 
defcription  ot  time  and  place. 

Art.  XI.  The  ratifications  of 
the  prefent  preliminary  articles 
fhall  be  expedited  in  good  and  due 
form,  and  exchanged  in  the  fpace 
of  one  month,  or  fooner  if  it  can 
be  done,  to  be  computed  from  the 
day  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefent 
articles. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un¬ 
der-written  minifters  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  his  Britannic  Majelly  and  7 
of  his  Catholic  Majelly,  by  virtue 
of  our  refpeCtive  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  and  figned  thefe  pre¬ 
liminary  articles,  and  have  caufed 
the  feal  of  our  arms  to  be  put 
thereto. 

Done  at  Verfailles,  the  20th  clay 
of  January,  1783. 

Alleyne  Fitzherbert.(L.S  ) 

Le  Comte  D’Aranda,  (L.  S.) 


Articles  agreed  upon  by  and  between 
Richard  Ofwald,  Efn,  the  Corn - 
mijfioner  of  his  Britannic  Majefy 
for  treating  of  Peace  with  the 
Commiffi oners  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  in  behalf  of  his  faid 
Majefy ,  on  the  one  part ,  and 
John  Adams,  Benjamin  Frank¬ 
lin,  John  Jay,  and  Henry  Lau¬ 
rens,  four  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  faid  States  for  treating  of 
Peace  with  the  Commiffoner  of  his 
faid  Majefy ,  on  their  behalf ,  on 
the  other  part  ;  to  be  infer  ted  in 
and  to  confitute  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  propofed  to  be  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  Crown  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  faid  United  States  ; 
but  which  Treaty  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
cluded  until  Terms  of  a  Peace  fhall 
be  agreed  upon  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  ;  and  his  Bri- 
[X]  tannic 
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tannic  Majefiy  jhall  be  ready  to 

conclude  Jucb  lI  reaty  accordingly. 

TYyEHEREAS  reciprocal  advan- 
*  *  tages  and  mutual  conveni¬ 
ence  are  found  by  experience  to 
form  the  only  permanent  founda¬ 
tion  of  peace  and  friendship  be¬ 
tween  dates,  it  is  agreed  to  form 
the  articles  of  the  propofed  treaty 
on  Inch  principles  of  liberal  equity 
and  reciprocity,  as  that  partial  ad¬ 
vantages,  thole  feeds  of  difcord, 
being  excluded,  luch  a  beneficial 
and  fatisfadlory  intercourfe  between 
the  two  countries  may  be  eftablifti- 
ed  as  to  promife  and  lecure  to  both 
perpetual  peace  and  harmony. 

Art.  I.  His  Britannic  Maje- 
fty  acknowledges  the  faid  United 
States,  viz.  New  Hampshire,  Maf- 
fachufets  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
Providence  Plantations,'  Connec¬ 
ticut,  New  York,  New  Jet  ley, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary¬ 
land,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to 
be  Free,  Sovereign,  and  Indepen 
dent  States ;  that  he  treats  with 
them  as  Such  ;  and  for  himfelf, 
his  heirs,  and  fucceffors,  relin¬ 
quishes  all  claim  to  the  govern¬ 
ment,  propriety,  and  territorial 
rights  of  the  lame,  and  every  part 
thereof  :  and  that  all  dilputes 
which  might  arile  in  future,  on 
the  fubject  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
laid  United  States,' may  be  pre¬ 
vented,  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  de¬ 
clared  that  the  following  are  and 
ihall  be  their  boundaries,*  viz. 

Art.  II.  From  the  north-weft 
angle  of’  Nova  Scotia,'  v,z.  that 
angle  which  is  formed  by  a  line 
drawn  due  north  from  the  fource 
of  Saint  Croix  River  to  the  High¬ 
lands'  :  along  the  laid  ifiandsa  which 
divide  Vholh  rivers  that  empty 
AUrmfelves  into  the  River  St,.  Can- 
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rence  from  thofe  which  fail  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  the  north- 
wefternmoft  head  of  Connecticut 
River,  thence  down  along  the 
middie  of  that  river  to  the  forty- 

j 

fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  from 
thence  by  a  line  due  weft  on  faicl 
latitude,  until  it  Strikes  the  River 
Iroquois  or  Cataraquy  ;  thence  1 
along  the  middle  of  laid  river  into 
Lake  Ontario,  thro’  the  middle  of 
faid  lake,  until  it  Strikes  the  com¬ 
munication  by  water  between  that 
lake  and  lake  Erie  ;  thence  along 
the  middle  of  laid  communication 
into  lake  Erie,  through  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  laid  iake  until  it  arrives  at 
the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  Lake  Huron  ;  thence 
along  the  middle  of  laid  water 
communicetion  into  the  Lake  Hu¬ 
ron  ;  thence  through  the  middle 
of  laid  lake  to  the  water  commu¬ 
nication  between  that  lake  and 
Lake  Superior  ;  thence  through 
Lake  Superior,  northward  of  the 
Hies  Royal  and  Phelipeaux,  to  the 
Long  Lake,'  thence  through  the 
middle  of  faid  Long  Lake,  and 
the  water  communication  between 
it  and  the  Lake  of  the  VV oods,  to 
the  faid  Lake  of  the  Woods; 
thence  through  the  faid  lake  to  the 
moft  noi  th-weftern  point  thereof, 
and  from  thence  on  a  due  weft 
courfe'  to  the  River  Miffiffippi ; 
thence  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along 
the  middle  of  the  faid  River  Mif¬ 
fiffippi,  until  it  Sba!i  interfedt  the 
northernmoft  part  of  the  thirty- 
fir  ft  degree  of  north  latitude. 
South,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  due 
eaft  from  the  determination  of  the 
line  laft  mentioned,  in  the  latitude 
ol  thirty-one  degrees  north  of  the 
equator,  to  the  middle  of  the 
River  Apalachicola,  dr  Catahou- 
the  ;  thence  "along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  iuntlion  with'  the 
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Flint  River  ;  thence  ftrait  to  the 
head  of  Saint  Mary’s  River  ;  and 
thence  down  along  the  middle  of 
St.  Mary’s  River  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean.  Eaft,  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  along  the  middle  ot  the 
River  Saint  Croix,  from  its  mouth 
in  the  Bay  ot  Fundy  to  its  lource, 
and  from  its  fource  directly  north 
to  the  atorefaid  highlands,  which 
divide  the  rivers  that  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  from  thole  which 
fall  into  the  River  St.  Lawrence  ; 
comprehending  all  iflands  within 
twenty  leagues  ot  any  part  of  the 
fhores  ot  the  United  States,  and 
lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn 
due  eaft  from  the  points  where 
the  aforefaid  boundaries,  between 
Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and 
Eaft  Florida  on  the  other,  fhall 
relpectively  touch  the  Bay  of  Fun- 
dv  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  ex- 

J  %  7 

cepting  luch  iflands  as  now  are, 
and  heretofore  have  been,  within 
the  limits  of  the  faid  province  of 
Nova  Scotia. 

Art.  III.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
people  ot  the  United  States  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy  unmolefted  the 
right  to  take  fiili  of  every  kind  on 
the  Grand  Bank,  and  on  all  the 
other  Banks  of  Newfoundland  • 
alio  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence, 
and  at  all  other  places  in  the  fea, 
where  the  inhabitants  of  both 
countries  ufed  at  any  time  hereto¬ 
fore  to  fifli  ;  and  alto  that  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  United  States 
/hall  have  liberty  to  take  fifli  of 
every  kind  on  fuch  part' of  the 
coaft  of  Newfoundland  as  Britifti 
fifhermen  fhall  ufe  (but  not  to  dry 
or  cure  the  fame  on  that  ifland) 
and  alfo  on  the  coafts,  bays,  and 
creeks,  of  all  other  of  his  Britan¬ 
nic  Ma|efty’s  dominions  fn  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  that  the  American  fifher- 
ir.en  fhall  have  liberty  to  dry  and 
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cure  fifli  in  any  ot  the  unfettled 
bays,  harbours,  and  creeks,  of 
Nova  Scotia,  Magdalen  iflands, 
and  Labrador,  fo  long  as  the  lame 
fliall  remain  unfettled,  but  lp  loon 
as  the  lame  or  either  of  them  fhall 
be  lettled,  it  fliall  not  be  lawful 
for  the  laid  filliermen  to  dry  or 
cure  fifli  at  fuch  lettlemenr,  with¬ 
out  a  previous  agreement  for  that 
pm  pole  with  the  inhabitants,  pro¬ 
prietors,  or  pofleftors  of  the  ground. 

Art.  IV.  It  is  agreed,  that 
creditors  on  either  fide,  fihall  meet 
with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the 
recovery  of  the  lull  value  in  fter- 
ling  money,  of  all  bona  fide  debts 
heretofore  contradled. 

Art.  V.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
Congrefs  fliall  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  legiflatures  of  the 
relpeftive  States,  to  provide  for 
th.e  reftitution  ot  all  eftates,  rights, 
and  properties,  which  have  been 
confifcated,  belonging  to  real  Bri- 
tifli  fubjedL,  and  alfo  of  the  eftates, 
rights,  and  properties  of  perfons 
refident  in  diftrifts,  in  the  poftef- 
fion  of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  and 
who  have  not  borne  arms  againft 
the  faid  United  States.  And  that 
perfons  of  any  other  defeription 
iliall  have  free  liberty  to  go  into  any 
part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thir¬ 
teen  United  States,  and  therein 
to  remain  twelve  months  unmo¬ 
lefted  in  their  endeavours  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  reftitution  of  fuch  of  their 
eftates,  rights  and  properties,  as 
may  have  been  confifcated  j  and  that 
Congrefs  fliall  alfo  earneftly  re¬ 
commend  to  the  feveral  States  a 
reconlideration  and  revifion  of  all 
a&s  or  laws  regarding  the  pre- 
mifes,  fo  as  to  render  the  faid  laws 
or  a&s  perfectly  confident  not  only 
with  juftice  and  equity,  but  with 
that  fpirit  of  conciliation,  which 
pn  the  return  of  the  blefiings  of 

peace 
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peace  fhould  univerfklly  prevail. 
And  that  Congrefs  fhall  alio  ear* 
neftly  recommend  to  the  feveral 
States,  that  the  e dates,  rights  and 
properties  of  ftich  lad  mentioned 
perfons  ihall  be  reftored  to  them  j 
they  refunding  to  any  perfons  who 
may  be  now  in  poffefTion  the  bona 
fde  price  (where  any  has  been 
given  which  fuch  perfons  may 
have  paid  on  purchafmg  any  of 
the  laid  lands  or  properties  ftnce 
the  conftfcation. 

*  And  it  is  agreed,  That  all  per¬ 
fons  who  have  any  ihtereft  in 
confifcateri  lands,  either  by  debts, 
marriage  fet  dements,  or  other  wife, 
fhall  meet  with  no  lawful  impedi¬ 
ment  in  the  profecution  of  their 
juft  rights. 

Art,  VI.  That  there  fhall  be 
no  future  conftfcations  made,  nor 
any  profecutions  contmenced  a- 
galnft  any  perfon  or  perfons  for  or 
hj  reafon  of  the  part  which  he  or 
they  may  have  taken  in  the  pre- 
lent  war  j  and  that  no  perfon  fhali, 
on  that  account,  fuffer  any  future 
lofs  or  damage,  either  in  his  pe r— 
fen,  liberty,  or  property,  and  that 
tfeofe  who  may  be  in  confinement 
on  fuch  charges,  at  the  time  of 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  in  A- 
merica,,  fhall  be  immediately  fet 
at  liberty,  and  the  profecutions  to 
commenced  be  difcontinued. 

Art,  VII.  There  A. all  be  a 
firm  and  perpetual  peace  between 
fils  Britannic  Majefty  and  the  fa  id 
States,  and  between  the  fubjedb 
of  the  one  and  the  citizens  of 
the  other,  wherefore  all  hoftilities 
hoth  by  fea  and  land  fhall  then 
xminecfiately  ceafe  :  all  pdfones 
on  both  tides  fliali  be  fet  at  liberty, 
and  his  Britannic  Majefty  iliall, 
'with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and 
without  canting  any  deftrudtion, 
m  carrying  away  any  negroes,  or 
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other  property  of  the  American 
inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  ar¬ 
mies,  garrifons.  and  fleets  froin 
the  faid  United  States,  and  from 
every  port,  place,  and  harbour 
within  the  fame  ;  leaving  in  all 
fortifications  the  American  artil¬ 
lery  that  may  be  therein  :  and 
fhall  alfo  order,  and  caufe  all  ar¬ 
chives,  records,  deeds,  and  papers, 
belonging  to  any  of  the  faid 
States,  or  their  citizens,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  the  war  may  have 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  offi¬ 
cers,  to  be  forthwith  reftored  and 
delivered  to  the  proper  States  and 
perfons  to  whom  they  belong. 

Art.  VIII.  The  navigation 
of  the  Mimffippi,  from  its  fource 
to  the  ocean,  fhall  for  ever  remain 
free  and  open  to  the  fubjedts  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Art.  IX.  In  cafe  it  fhould  fo 
happen,  that  any  place  or  terri¬ 
tory  belonging  to  Great  Britain  or 
to  the  United  States,  fhould  be 
conquered  by  the  arms  of  either 
from  the  other,  before  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  thefe  articles  in  America, 
it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame  fhall 
be  reftored  without  difficulty, and 
without  requiring  any  compen- 
lation. 

Done  at  Paris  the  13th  day  of 
November,  in  the  year  1782. 

Richard  Oswald,  (L.  S.) 

John  Adams,  (L.  S.) 

B.  Franklin,  (L.  S.) 

John  J  ay,  (L.  S.) 

Henry  Laurens,  (L.  S.) 

Witnefs, 

Caleb  White  foord, 

Secretary  to  the  Brltifli  Com- 
miffion. 

W.  S.  Fr  anklin, 

Secretary  to  the  American 
Commiffion. 
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Character  of  Augustuses  ak; 
from  Dr.  Be  v  e  r’s  Legal  Policy 
of  the  Roman  State. 

IT  has  been  the  fate  of  this 
prince,  in  common  with  many 
others  in  the  fame  exalted  ftation, 
to  be  tranfmitted  to  posterity  in 
two  oppofite  views*  ;  both  of 
which  being  too  much  difguifed 
by  falfe  colours,  it  is  as  difficult 
to  cleanfe  him  from  the  dark  ftains 
of  calumny,  as  from  the  gaudy 
fmear  of  adulation.  It  would  be 
needlels  to  repeat  what  has  fo 
often  been  urged  on  each  fide, 
upon  fo  interefting  and  popular  a 
topic  ;  fuffice  it,  therefore,  to  in¬ 
dulge  our  curiofity  with  a  few 
obfervations  upon  one  particular 
part  of  this  celebrated  chara&er, 
which  has  been  the  fubjefl  of  more 
general  cenfure  ;  and  for  which 
his  conduct  too  often  fupplied 
occafion. 

As  we  are  not  now  attempting 
to  draw  the  fpotlefs  portrait  of  a 
patriot  king,  a  prodigy  which 
never  exifted,  unlefs  in  the  reve¬ 
ries  of  vifionary  politicians,  we 
are  not  concerned  about  what  he 


ought  to  have  been,  but  to  rep.re- 
fent  him  as  he  actually  was.  If, 
by  throwing  a  fhade  over  thofe 
defeats,  where  it  can  be  introduced 
with  propriety,  we  can  foften  their 
harfh  appearance  ;  if  by  account¬ 
ing  for  fome  dubious  inftances  of 
his  behaviour,  upon  principles 
that  are  lefs  djfgraceful  to  the 
human  heart,  there  may  be  a 
chance  of  approaching  nearer  to 
the  real  truth  ;  we  fhall  then  en¬ 
joy  the  pleafing  opportunity  of 
doing  fome  little  juftice  to  the 
memory  of  a  very  eminent  per- 
fonage  j  who,  with  all  his  bie- 
miflies,  was  both  an  ornament  and 
bleffing  to  his  country. 

All  his  defamers,  whether  an¬ 
cient  or  modern,  feem,  as  it  were, 
to  have  been  angry  with  him,  for 
ceafing  to  be  a  tyrant,  becaufe 
he  undoubtedly  was  fuch,  when 
he  firfb  prefumed  to  place  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  the  commonwealth; 
driving  to  make  us  believe,  that 
a  profound  hypocrify  predomi¬ 
nated  through  the  very  beft  of  his 
adlionsi'  ;  as  if  a  man  who  had 
been  once  bad  could  not  poffibly 
reform  ;  and  every  token  of  re- 


*  “  Apud  prudemes,  vita  ejus  vane  extollebatur,  arguebaturve.”  Tac. 
Ann.  i.  9.  Their  fentiments  are  to  be  found  at  large  in  the  fame  paffiage. 

f  {t  Pietatem  erga  parentem,  et  tempora  reipublicje,  obtentui  fumpta.’* 
Tac.  Ann.  1.  10. 
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pentance  for  pad  mifcondudt  were  This  condant  referve  and  dr- 
only  to  add  one  more  vice  to  his  cumipe&ion,  therefore,  was  the 
former  number.  natural  confequence  of  that  peri- 

1  hat  Augudus,  wanted  that  lous  eminence  whereon  be  dood  » 
greatnefs  of  mind,  that  fearieis  without  implying  the  lead  mali- 
opennels  of  Mart,  which  were  the  cious  dedgn  againd  the  peace  and 
peculiar  chara&eriftics  of  Julius  liberties  of  his  country.  On  the 
Csefar,  maybe  admitted,  without  contrary,  if  actions  fpeak  the  man, 
being  imputed  as  a  crime.  The  we  fhall  be  well  judified  iri  affirtn- 
complexion  of  the  foul,  in  its  ing,  that,  tyrannically  as  he  began 
original  formation,  is  no  more  his  career,  the  virtues  of  the 
within  a'  man’s  own  power,  than  Prince  were  a  reafonable  atone* 
the  complexion  of  his  countenance,  ment  for  the  vices  of  the  Triumvir. 
Both,  indeed,  may  be  improved  When  once  difengaged  from  his 
by  labour  and  cultivation  •  but,  pernicious  connections  with  his 
n  Cunriquence  of  cert  Lin  natural  abandoned  affociates*,  and  m 
defe&s,  cannot,  with  all  the  art  quiet  poiTeffion  of  an  imperial 
of  man,  be  heightened  into  abfo-  throne,  his  life  was  tainted*  with 
lute  perfection.  fewer  grois  bleniifhes,  than  gene- 

Adowing  him,  therefore,  to  rally  fail  to  the  lot  of  thole,  whom 
have  been  inferior  in  thefe  natural  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to 
endowments,  it  was,  at  word,  only  intrud  with  any  portion  of  fove- 
his  misfortune.  But  had  he  been  reign  authority. 
polTeded  of  them  in  a  dill  more  ex-  A  courfe  df  near  forty  years 
shed  degree,  the  very  temper  of  indefatigably  employed  in  the  faith- 
tne  times  would  have  prevented  fui  admrnidration  of  judice  ;  in 
him  from  exerting  them  in  their  preferving  an  immenfe  dominion 
full  latitude.  Surrounded  as  he  in  a  general  date  of  union  and 
was  with  a  mifcellaneous  multi-  tranquillity  >  in  cultivating  the 
f^de,  it  behoved  him  to  dudy  their  arts  of  peace  ;  in  improving  the 
difpo  fit  ions,  and  to  watch  their  comforts  and  elegancies  of  dome- 
motions,  in  order  to  guard  againd  die  life  ;  and  in  the  exercife  of 
the  machinations,  either  of  open  every  other  benevolent  and  patri- 
enemies,  or  treacherous  friends,  otic  virtue  ;  clearly  difplays  the 
1  he  indance  of  his  illudrious  real  complexion  of  the  heart,  and 
anceftor,  dill  bleeding  before  his  loudly  calls  upon  all  mankind  to 
eyes,  who  had  himfeif  fallen  a  give  it  full  credit  for  flncerity. 
viaim  to  his  too  great  contempt  of  if  to  accomplidi  thefe  beneficial 
fit fpic ion,  admonifhed  him  to  be-  and  noble  purpofes  ;  jf,  the  more 
ware  of  the  concealed  dagger,  to  effectually  to  govern  a  feditious 
ftide  his  refentment,  and  look  with  people,  long  ufed  to  all  the  wild- 
complacency,  even  upon  his  fuf-  nefs  of  licentioufnefs,  he  found  it 
pedted  aifaffin.  neceffary,  on  occadon,  to  dudy 

e  *  “  Mulfa  Antonio,  lit  interfecdores  patris  ulcifceretur,  multa  Lepido  concef- 
fiffe.  Pofiqnam  hie  focordia  fenuerir,  ille  per  1  i bid i nes  peflum  datus  fit  ; 
“  non  aliud  difeordantis  patriae  remedium  fuifie,  quatn  ut  ab  uno  regeretuiW 
Tac,  Ann.  1.9. 
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their  inclinations,  to  temporize 
with  their  humours,  to  redrain  or 
conceal  his  own  love  of  abfolute 
power,  and  to  alleviate  the  weight 
of  the  yoke,  that  they  might  all 
bear  it  with  greater  chearfulnefs  * 
thefe  are  no  other  than  the  laud¬ 
able  artifices  of  the  mod;  confum- 
inate  wifdom ;  fuch  as  the  founded 
policy  need  not  blufli  to  avow,  nor 
the  milded  government  to  pra£tife. 
To  digmatize  fuch  behaviour  with 
the  odious  names  of  hypocrify  or 
cowardice,  is  not  only  a  violation 
of  the  firft  principles  of  common 
charity  ;  but  it  is  (what  the  great 
fatirid  knew  to  be  too  deeply 
rooted  in  the  nature  of  man)  a 
malicious  joy  in  mifconflruing  and 
inverting  the  moral  qualities  of 
human  adtions.* 

But  had  the  heart  of  this  illuf- 
trious  prince  been  fo  truly  corrupt, 
we  fhould  never  have  feen  the  pen 
of  his  profeft  encomiad  glowing 
with  fuch  rapturous  praifes  of  po¬ 
litical  liberty  ;  nor  the  mod  firm 


and  dubborn  champion  of  it  that 
Rome  ever  beheld,  the  avowed 
and  irreconcileable  enemy  of  the 
whole  blood  of  the  Caefars,  drawn 
Under  that  mod  fublime  and  ma- 
jedic  of  all  characters,  the  giver 
of  laws  to  the  bleffed  fpirits  in  Ely- 
fium-f.  Much  lefs  fhould  we  have 
heard  the  inhuman  Mezentius  fo 
warmly  imprecating  thofe  cala¬ 
mities,  which  had  undefervedly 
fallen  upon  his  innocent  and  ami¬ 
able  fon  Laufus  ;  and  pathetically 
confeding  the  judice  of  thofe  pu- 
nifhments,  v/hich  he  then  differed 
from  the  well  grounded  refent- 
ment  of  his  much  injured  peopiej. 
This  is  too  bold  and  dangerous  a 
language  for  a  poet  to  echo  in  the 
ears  of  a  tyrant  ;  had  Augudus, 
therefore,  actually  merited  that  op¬ 
probrious  name,  where  now  would 
have  been  the  works  of  Virgil  ? 
He  who  refcued  his  memory  from 
oblivion,  and  gave  immortality 
to  his  mufe,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  will  of  the  too  moded  author. 


^  <(  At  nos  virtutes  ipfas  invertimus,  atque 

“  Sincerutn  cupimus  vas  incruftare. - — 

► - - “  Hie  fugit  omres 

Infidias,  nulloque  inalo  caput  obdit  opertum  5 
“  (Cum  genus  hoc  inter  vitae  verfamur,  ubi  acris 
“  Invidia,  atque  vigent  ubi  crimina)  pro  bene  fano 
“  Ac  non  incauto,  fidum  aftutumque  vocamus.” 

Hor.  Sat.  1.  3.  55.  &c. 

Obfervations,  which  apply  fo  very  clofely  to  the  cafe  before  us,  that  one 
would  almoft  imagine  them  introduced  by  this  ingenious  fatirift,  as  an  oblique 
anfwer  to  foine  malevolent  afperfions,  which  might  have  been  thrown  out 
againft  the  character  of  his  princely  patron. 

•j*  “  Secretoique  pios,  his  dantem  jur3  Catonem.” 

Virg.  JEn.  8.  670. 

J  “  Idem  ego,  nate,  tuum  maculavi  crimine  nomen  3 
“  Pulfus  ob  invidiam  folio  fceptrifque  paternis, 

“  Dehueram  patriae  poenas  ;  odiifque  meorum 
“  ©mnes  per  mortes  animam  fontem  ipfe  dediffem.” 

JEn.  10.  851.  See. 

A  confeflion  tikewife  which,  in  a  manner,  be  repeats  with  his  dying  breath  5 

“  Scio  acerba  meorum 
<<  Circumftare  Gdia.”  Ib,  v,  $04, 
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nmft  not  only  have  admired  his 
genius,  but  have  applauded  his 
principles. 

The  prince,  therefore,  who  at 
ance  profeffes  himfelf  a  friend  to 
learning,  and  an  enemy  to  li¬ 
berty  5  who  Hrives  to  enlighten 
the  underftanding  of  his  fubjeCts, 
only  to  make  them  more  fenfible 
of  their  own  wretchednefs  ;  is  a 
monder,  which  human  nature, 
pregnant  as  fhe  is  with  contra¬ 
dictions,  has  very  rarely  exhibited 
to  the  eye  of  the  world.  It  is  the 
bleffed  property  of  the  liberal  arts, 
to  mollify  the  rudenefs  of  the  man¬ 
ners,  and  to  calm  the  natural  fe¬ 
rocity  of  the  paffions-  The  rank 
and  poifonous  weeds  of  flavery 
will  fhrink  and  wither  away,  when 
©verfhadowed  by  the  luxuriant 
and  fertile  branches  of  found  li¬ 
terature. 

The  court  of  Augustus  was  the 
true  feat  of  politenefs  and  huma¬ 
nity  j  and  was  adorned  with  the 
brighteft  conftellation  of  genuine 
wits,  that  ever  fhone  at  the  fame 
inftant  in  any  age  or  country,  from 
the  beginning  of  time.  In  this 
facred  afylum,  every  fcience  that 
could  harmonize  the  mind,  or  im¬ 
prove  the  heart,  was  fure  of  being 
embraced  with  the  mod  cordial 
affection,  Infpired,  himfelf,  by 
a  mature  education,  with  the 
warmed  zeal  for  every  kind  of  in¬ 
genuous  and  ufeful  knowledge*. 


he  neither  wanted  judgment  to 
difeern  real  abilities  in  others,  no," 
generofity  to  reward  them.  To 
prefide  in  the  affemblies  of  the 
poets,  orators,  hidorians  and  phi- 
lofophers,  to  fubmit  his  own  pro¬ 
ductions  to  their  candid  and  friend¬ 
ly  criticifms,  were  among  the  mod 
favourite  amufements  of  his  leifure 
hours  ;  and  while  he  lidened  with 
attentive  pleafure  to  the  rehearfals 
of  their  elegant  compolitions,  his 
fmiles  gave  life  to  genius,  and 
wings  to  emulationf.  Honours 
fo  judicioufly  conferred  redounded 
with  double  ludre  upon  his  own 
charaCterX-  A  mind  occupied 
in  fuch  rational  and  benevolent 
purfuits,  could  find  no  room  for 
the  lawlefs  fuggeftions  of  am¬ 
bition  or  power  ;  but,  at  perfect 
eafe  in  itfelf,  was  able  to  ltrike 
even  his  enemies  with  awe  and 
reverence  ;  and,  without  one 
painful  effort,  to  fecure  to  a  wide 
and  extenfive  empire  the  fubftan- 
tial  comforts  of  univerfal  peace, 
and  domeftic  happinefs. 

Neither  was  it  lefs  to  his  glory 
to  have  had  a  Maecenas  for  his 
friend  and  counfellor,  whofe  houfe- 
hold  was  the  confummate  model 
of  refined  elegance  ;  where  modeft 
merit  never  wanted  a  patron  ; 
where  friendfhip  dwelt  without 
jealoufy,  erudition  without  con¬ 
tention,  wit  without  petulance, 
and  where  the  mod:  accomplifhed 


^  “  Eloquentiarn  ftudiaque  liberalia  ab  aetate  prima  cupide  et  1  abort oiifli sue 
4‘  exeicuit.  ’  Suet,  in  Aug.  84.  “  Multa  varii  generis  profa  oratione  compofuit, 
“  ex  quibus  nonnulla  in  csetu  fomiliarium,  velut  in  auditorio,  recitavit.”  Ib.85. 

f  “  Ingenia  omnibus  modis  fovit.  Recitantes  et  benigne  et  patienter  audi- 
u  vit  :  nec  tanmm  carminaet  hiftorias,  fed  et  orationes  et  dialogas.*’  Suet,  in 
Aug.  89. 

t  f<  At  neque  dedecorant  tua  de  fe  judicia,  atque 
Munera,  quae  muita  dantis  cum  laude  tulerunt, 

“  BileCli  tibi  Virgilius  Variufque  poetae.” 

Hor.  Ep#  a.  I,  34.5* 
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Scholars  of  the  age  were  rivals  in 
excellence,  without  envy*.  This 
is  not  the  policy  of  real  tyrants, 
whofe  fovereignty  has  often  no 
firmer  bails  than  the  fupinenefs 
and  ignorance  of  their  people  j 
and  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  discounte¬ 
nance  all  folid  learning,  and  inge¬ 
nious  inveiligations  of  the  common 
rights  of  mankind,  that  may  help 
to  expofe  the  weak  and  rotten 
foundations  of  defpotifm. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  after 
making  all  realonable  allowances 
for  the  infirmities  of  human  nature 
in  general ;  for  thofe  temptations 
to  which  the  great  and  power¬ 
ful  are  more  particularly  expofed  ; 
and  for  the  very  defective  ideas 
of  moral  redlitude,  under  the  im¬ 
perfect  fyftem  of  religion  at  that 
time  univerfally  prevailing ;  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce,  that 
the  virtues  of  Auguftus  far  out¬ 


5 

weighed  his  vices  ;  and  to  enroll 
him  in  the  catalogue  of  thofe 
princes,  who  have  been  a  blefllng 
to  their  country,  and  an  ornament 
to  a  throne. 


Char  after  of  Justinian*  from 
the  fame  Author. 

HAVING  thus  brought  down 
the  t  hiftory  of  the  Roman 
Law  to  its  final  reformation,  it 
may  be  worth  while  to  take  a  fhoi  t 
view  of  the  chara&er  of  this  great 
prince,  to  whom  the  world  will 
lie  under  a  perpetual  obligation 
for  thefe  ineftimable  rreafures. 
This  chara&er*  which  he  had 
himfelf  carefully  eredled  upon  the 
moft  folid  balls  of  wifdom,  juftice, 
and  munificence,  received  its  due 
fhare  of  applaule  from  fuch  impar¬ 
tial  judges  as  beft  knew  how  to 


*  44  Domus  hac  nec  purior  ulla  eft, 

“  Nec  magis  his  aliena  malis  ;  nil  mi  officit  unquam, 

“  Ditior  hie,  aut  eft  quia  dodlior  ;  eft  locus  unicuique  fuus.” 

Ib.  Sar,  i.  9.  4^. 

The  fame  poet,  in  another  paflage,  gives  this  affe&ionate  account  of  fmrai 
of  ilis  moft  intimate  friends  ; 

44  Plotius,  et  Vai  ins  Sinueffse,  Virgiliufque 
“  Occurruntj  animae,  quales  neque  candidiores 
“  Terra  tu lit,  neque  queis  me  fit  devinftior  alter. 

44  O,  qui  complexus,  et  gaudia  quanta  fuerunt ! 

“  Nil  ego  contulerim  jucundo  fanus  amico.” 

Sat.  1.  5.  40. 

And  in  another  he  feems  to  have  deferibed,  in  one  view,  almoft  the  whole 
fociety  of  learned  men,  with  whom  he  fpent  the  beft  part  of  his  life  j 
44  Plotius  et  Varius,  Maecenas,  Virgiliufque, 

44  Valgius  et  probet  hasc  Oftavius  optimus,  atque 
44  Fufcus,  et  haec  utinam  Vifcorum  laudet  uterque. 

44  Ambitione  relegata  te  dicere  poflum, 

*4  Pollioj  te,  Meffala,  tuo  cum  fratre  5  fimulque 
44  Vos  Bibuli,  et  Servi  $  fimul  his  te,  candide  Furni  5 
44  Complures  alios,  dotftos  ego  quos  et  amicos 
44  Prudens  practereo :  quibus  haec,  fint  qualiacunque, 

44  Arridere  velim  :  doliturus,  fi  placeant  fpe 
44  Deterius  noftra.” 

Ib.  Sat.  1.  10.  2 1.  &ca 
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appreciate  its  merits,  though  it 
often  differed  the  rude  attacks  of 
abufe  and  obloquy  ;  a  common 
tribute,  which  the  rnoft  virtuous 
and  patriotic  fovereigns,  in  all  ages 
and  countries,  have  ever  paid  to 
envy,  difcontent,  and  faction.  But, 
towards  the  beginning  of  the  fe- 
venteenth  century,  a  very  black 
cloud  was  fuddenly  fpread  over 
it,  in  confequence  of  a  manufcript, 
which  the  malicious  induilry  of  a 
Popifh  bigot  had  brought  out  of 
fome  obfcure  corner  of  the  Vati¬ 
can,  and  introduced  to  the  world 
with  all  the  parade  and  confidence 
of  authentic  hiftory. 

Though  this  extraordinary  com- 
polition  had  neither  beginning  nor 
ending,  name  nor  date,  to  deter- 
mine  by  whom  or  when  it  was 
written,  it  was  boldly  fathered 
upon  Procopius*  ;  a  perfon  whofe 
diltinguifhed  learning  and  abili¬ 
ties  had  recommended  him  to  the 
favour  of  the  emperors  Anaftafius 
and  Juftin,  by  the  latter  of  whom 
he  was  appointed  aflelfor,  or 
counsellor,  to  the  famous  Belifa- 
rius.  By  the  advantage  of  this 
fituation,  wherein  he  continued 
for  a  long  term  of  years,  he  was 
enabled  to  write  a  very  exact  and 
elegant  hiftory  of  thofe  times, 
which  he  publifhed,  much  to  the 
fatisfadiion  of  Juftinian  ;  and, 


without  any  apparent  adulation  ©r 
bitternefs  had  related  what  he 
either  then  knew,  or  believed  to 
be  fadt. 

It  is  afterted  indeed  by  fome  later 
authors,  that,  finding  himfelf  af¬ 
terwards  deceived  in  certain  par¬ 
ticulars,  which  he  had  represented 
too  much  in  favour  of  that  em¬ 
peror,  he  intended  to  corredt  thefe 
miftakes  •  and  it  is  probable  that 
he  did  actually  publifii  fomething 
to  that  effedt.  But  it  is  very  ob- 
fervable,  that  the  author,  who 
gives  a  catalogue  of  the  works 
of  Procopius,  calls  it  by  a  name 
implying  only  a  retractation'^  of 
fome  former  errors,  and  of  a 
much  more  confined  fignification 
than  the  title  given  to  the  book 
in  quefticn  ;  which  contains  a 
great  variety  of  detached  ftories, 
bearing  little  or  no  relation  to 
what  Procopius  had  faid  in  his 
former  hifxory,  and  confequently 
could  not  -  be  the  thing  he  then 
profefied  to  publifii. 

Th  is  circumftance  entirely  de- 
ftroys  the  proof  of  the  identity  of 
the  author,  upon  which  the  editor 
fo  much  relies,  and  which  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  eftablifh  upon  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  Suidas  ;  who  mentions,  that 
a  book,  under  the  name  of  Artec - 
dotes ,  was  written  by  Procopius, 
full  of  fevere  refledtions  upon  Juf- 


*  The  title  of  this  work  is,  t(  Avsxclora,  feu  Arcania  Hiftom.”  It  was  firft 
published  at  Lyons,  in  1^23,  by  one  Nicholas  ASemannus,  with  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  and  a;tful  Preface,  and  a  variety  of  learned  and  entertaining  annotations, 
all  well  calculated  to  impo'fe  upon  a  negligent  or  prejudiced  reader;  and,  as 
jfuch,  it  gained  conficlei able  credit  with  many,  efpecially  the  zealous  friends  of 
the  Holy  See.  It  is  likewife  reprinted,  in  a  very  pompous  and  magnificent 
manner,  among  the  other  Byzantine  Hiftorians,  at  Paris,  in  1663. 

'f*  "lb  TBrotprov ,  ANTIPPHSI2  eriv,  uv  irpog  I &riviccvov  sipyxe  A  zietnvov 
wcwv,  xoci  &JJ-  uv  rig  TtcChmo^vx,  ruv  txv ru  pr,  xuhwg  bipy:[aewv.  Nicepil.  Call, 
lib.  17.  c.  10.  edit.  Par.  1630. 
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tinian  and  his  emprefs  Theodora, 
as  well  as  upon  Belifarius  rnd  his 
wife* * * §.  From  hence,  and  likewife 
trom  divers  extracts  made  by  Suidas, 
wh.ch  coi  relpond  with  the  prefent 
work,  tie  concludes  it  mult  necef- 
farily  he  the  fame  that  was  ventre n 
by  Pro  opius 

But  the  age  in  W'hich  this  lexi¬ 
cographer  lived  is  wholiy  un- 
known  •  an  !  it  is  certain,  that  his 
orig  n  1  Text  has  been  fo  much  in- 
terpol  ted  and  corrupted  in  later 
t  iiR-s,  that  men  of  the  bed  learn¬ 
ing  entertain  great  doubts  of  its 
authority  f.  The  utmoft,  there¬ 
fore,  that  can  be  collected  from 
thefe  premifes,  is,  that  a  hook  of 
this  kind  was  published  -  but  it 
earn  t  go  fo  far  as  to  afeertain  the 
real  author.  'The  molt  general 
conjecture  is,  that  he  mult  have 
been  fome  obfeure  and  contemp¬ 
tible  lcribbler,  who,  difgulted  with 
Judinian  on  account  of  certain 
religious  difputes,  which  then 
raged  with  the  molt  unfeemly 
violence,  could  think  of  no  better 
mode  of  revenge,  than  to  fall  foul 
upon  his  character. 

In  faCt,  as  it  has  been  very  pro¬ 


perly  obferved  by  a  judicious 
writer  of  the  lalt  century,  “  who- 
“  ever  was  the  real  author,  it  does 
“  almolt  as  much  prejudice  to  the 
reputation  of  Procopius,  as  it 
“  hurts  the  memory  of  the  empe- 
“  rorj.’1  Theverbofe  and  affeCted 
dyle,  with  the  defultory  and  in¬ 
coherent  arrangement  of  fads,  are 
the  reverfe  of  every  thing  that  can 
be  included  within  the  defeription 
of  judgment  or  fcholarfhip.  The 
charges  brought  againd  Judinian, 
of  vice,  opprefHon,  and  cruelty, 
are  fo  numerous  and  exaggerated, 
that,  if  true,  fo  far  from  enjoying 
his  crown  2nd  life,  as  he  actually 
did,  for  near  forty  years,  a  people, 
who  had  but  the  lowed  degree  of 
feeling  for  their  own  comfort, 
would  not  have  differed  fuch  a 
tyrant  to  have  lived  an  hour. 
And,  what  amounts  to  the  mod 
unquedionable  felf-refutation  of 
all  others,  the  tales  with  which  it 
abounds  are  fo  mondrous,  incre¬ 
dible,  and  unnatural,  that  they 
would  be  a  difgrace  to  the  mod  fa¬ 
bulous  legends,  in  the  darked  peri¬ 
ods  of  Popifh  ignorance  and  fuper- 
dition§.,  Neither  are  they  dronger 


*  ripo£07no{ — -yeyovtv  S7n  ruiv  yjpovm  I sriviav#  T8  fixer iXew?,  vTroypx^levi;  %p>5- 
(juaT+crxi;  BeAicrapie,  xcu  xoclx  itxvlxc,  r&q  crvpc Qxilat;  vr oAcptys  re  xat 

vrpx'iev;,  xuk  vri  avia  Gvyypxtyuaxc;,  eypx-^/e  xxi  srspoy  icv,  rx  xxh8[A,ei >oc 
ANEKAOTA,  r uv  avium  TTpa^euv1  ug  eiyxi  x^(porepx  rx  fi&Xix  •§.  ro  fii^Xyov 
U^oxoo Tin  to  xxXepteyoy  ANEKAOTA,  4 xxi  x.uf/uj&x$  Iyrmara  T8  fiuaXeuq 
vrepye% 6i,  xai  rr&  avru  ywxixot;,  ©ecAwpa?'  xhXx  (ayiv  xxi  xvra  Jh\icrapi8 ,  xx\, 
ryq  yxfjLerw  xvra.  Suidas  in  voce,  npoxomo;.  edit.  Lud.  Kuderi,Catab.  1  705. 
•f  V.  Praef.  Lud.  Kud.  ad.  edit,  ut  lup. 

X  How-ell's  Hid.  Mundi.  pt.  3.  c.  a.  fed.  3.  §  67. 

§  Among  thefe  dories,  fome  of  the  mod  curious  are,  That  Judinian  was  be¬ 
gotten  upon  his  mother  by  a  daemon  : — That  his  head  was  formed  of  an  aerial 
fubftance,  which  often  feemed  to  evaporate,  fo  that  he  was  feen  to  walk  about 
without  any  upon  his  fhculdeis  : — That  a  holy  Monk,  once  corning  to  prefent 
a  petition  to  him,  on  approaching  the  throne,  indead  of  an  emperor,  faw  it 
filled  with  a  frightful  fpedre. — That  the  emprefs  Theodora  had  frequently 
carnal  communications  with  infernal  fpirits  ;  with  otheis  of  equal  authority, 
which  the  reader,  if  he  thinks  it  worth  his  while,  may  find  at  length  in  the 
work  itftlf,  c.  12. 
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proofs  of  the  wickednels,  than  of 
the  folly  or  infanity,  both  of  the 
author  himfelf,  and  of  thofe  who 
have  To  earnedly  endeavoured  to 
impofe  him  upon  the  public,  as 
an  object  worthy  of  attention* 

Procopius  was  a  man  of  the 
world,  univerfally  efteemed  for  his 
knowledge  and  probity  ;  who  had 
enjoyed  the  fame  high  and  ho¬ 
nourable  dation,  under  no  lels 
than  three  fucceflive  emperors,  for 
a  long  courfe  of  years  ;  and  under 
one  of  the  bell  and  greated  gene¬ 
rals  that  Rome,  or,  perhaps,  any 
other  nation,  could  ever  boafl  of; 
by  all  of  whom  he  was  refpedted, 
cherifhed,  and  rewarded*  The 
1  fpirit,  dignity,  and  corredfnbfs, 
with  which  the  hidcry  of  his  own 
times  is  written,  plainly  fhew» 
that  he  fcorned  either  to  flatter  or 
fear.  Pie  publifhed  it  at  the 
earned  encouragement  of  an  able 
and  difcerning  prince,  whfe  could 
receive  honed  praife  and  honed 
cenfure  with  the  fame  complacence 
and  equanimity. 

If,  amidd  the  complicated  va¬ 
riety  of  fadfs,  which  the  vad  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  iubjedt  required  him  to 
relate,  he  had  been  guilty  of  apy 
material  errors,  it  did  him  honour 
to  confefs  and  retradl  them  upon 
convi&ion.  But  what  he  had  af- 
ferted  as  a  man  of  honour,  he 
would  recant  as  a  man  of  honour. 
Pie  would  have  been  afhamed  to 
oppofe  unmerited  praife  with  bafe 
calumny,  or  to  rectify  midakes 
by  improbable  falfehoods,  or  in- 
credibles  fables.  Could  he  have 
condefeended  to  proditute  his  pen 
in  fo  vile  and  prepoderous  a  work 
as  that  now  imputed  to  him,  he 
mud,  in  the  fird  indance,  have 
been  a  mod  abjedt  lycophant  ;  in 
the  other,  a  mod  flanderous  aflaffm* 


But,  as  hidory  will  judify  ns 
fuch  fuppofitions,  this  worthy  and 
learned  hidorian  dands  fairly  ac* 
quitted,  in  the  eyes  of  all  perfons 
of  moderation  and  confcience* 
The  real  author,  whoever  he  be, 
from  his  mere  infignificance  and 
obfeurity,  efcapes  that  infamy  and 
detedation  which  his  memory  well 
deferves ;  and  the  whole  difgrace 
fails  upon  the  editor  and  his  abet¬ 
tors  ;  who,  with  abilities  and  eru-^ 
dition  equal  to  a  more  honourable 
employment,  refeued  this  defpi- 
cable  libel  out  of  its  congenial 
darknefs,  for  the  avowed  purpofe 
of  blading  the  good  name  of  this 
accomplifhed  and  difcerning  prince, 
who  fo  wifely  checked  the  infant 
pride,  and  humbled  the  rifing  ar¬ 
rogance,  of  the  fiditious  fucceffors 
of  St.  Peter. 

Politically  fpeakirsg,  the  deflgn 
was  artful  and  well-timed.  Thofe 
afpiring  pontiffs,  who,  for  feverai 
pad  ages,  had  held  the  whole 
Chridian  world  in  the  mod  humi¬ 
liating  date  of  thraldom,  under 
the  impious  claim  to  a  divine  com- 
million,  had  the  mortification  to 
perceive  that  many  rich  and  po¬ 
tent  kingdoms  had  fhaken  off  their 
fetters.  They  found  themfelves 
engaged  with  the  temporal  princes 
of  Europe,  whofe  imderdandings 
were  more  enlightened  than  for¬ 
merly  with  the  beams  of  found 
learning  ;  who  knew  how  to  op¬ 
pofe  authority  with  authority . 
who  could  trace  this  ufurped 
power  up  to  its  original  fources, 
and  fay,  “  that  from  the  begin- 
“  ning  it  was  not  fo  ;5’  who  thofe 
were,  whofe  fuperffitious  timidity 
gave  new  life  to  their  fpiritual  in- 
folence  ;  and  who  had  the  courage 
to  redrain  and  punifh  it.  They 
could  fay  —  this  was  Judinian  — 

this 
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this  was  he  who,  in  viitue  of  his 
own  fupremacy',  fummoned  the 
fifth  oecumenical  council  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  fent  Virgilius, 
that  turbulent  Bifhop  of  Rome, 
into  exile ;  from  whence  he  fuf- 
fered  him  not  to  return,  till  his 
infallibility  condefcended  to  fet 
his  hand  to  the  decifions  of  that 
affembly,  to  which  he  at  firft  had 
refufed  his  afient  *. 

No  effort  was  to  be  left  untried 
to  v/eaken  the  force  of  fo  dange¬ 
rous  a  precedent.  When,  there¬ 
fore,  fome  fortunate  accident,  as 
it  moft  probably  was,  brought  to 
light  this  mufty  fragment,  imper¬ 
fect  as  it  was,  it  fupplied  the 
quiver  of  (lander  with  plenty  of 
new  (hafts  againft  the  common 
enemy  ;  and,  furnifhing  no  evi¬ 
dence  whereby  to  authenticate  it- 
fclf,  it  was  eafily  in  the  power  of 
an  ingenious  and  artful  commen¬ 
tator  to  afcribe  it  to  whomfoever 
he  pleafed,  and  to  place  it  in 
thofe  hands  where  it  would  do  the 
moft  execution. 

Thus  did  it  fall  to  the  lot  of 
Procopius.  But  whoever  will  take 
the  trouble  to  perufe  the  dedica¬ 
tion  and  preface  of  the  editor,  and 
confider  the  bitternefs  and  acri¬ 
mony  with  which  they  are  penned, 
will  inftantly  perceive,  that  the 
fuppofed  infults  upon  the  dignity 
of  the  Holy  See  were  the  grand 
fprings  of  their  refentment  ;  that 
thefe  were  the  tones  the  moft  in 


unifon  with  the  mafter-ftrings  of 
their  paftions  ;  and  that  malice 
and  revenge  could  have  been  the 
only  motives  for  impofing  fuch. 
traili  upon  the  public,  which  de¬ 
fer  ved  no  better  fate  than  what  it 
had  already  in  part  buffered,  to  be 
food  for  worms.  Upon  the  whole, 
it  is  hoped  that  what  has  been 
here  advanced,  to  refcue  a  refpec- 
table  author  from  the  infamy  of 
being  the  parent  of  fuch  fpurious 
offspring,  will  be  admitted  to  (land 
upon  much  more  fubftantial  foun¬ 
dations  than  mere  uncertain  con- 
jedture  -f. 

It  may  poflibly  be  expedled,  that 
fome  notice  fhould  be  likewife 
taken  of  Juftinian’s  ingratitude 
and  cruel  treatment  of  the  great 
Belifarius,  whereby  he  is  reported 
to  have  deprived  him  of  his  eye- 
fighr,  and  to  have  expofed  him,  in 
his  old  age,  to  every  extreme  of 
poverty  and  contempt.  This  ca¬ 
lumny  was  firft  broached  by  a  later 
author,  named  Crinitus,  of  little 
note  or  reputation  ;  but,  being  of 
a  nature  well  calculated  to  affedt 
the  paftions,  has  received  by  far 
the  greateft  degree  of  its  credit 
from  the  pathetic  pencils  of  a  Van¬ 
dyke  and  a  Salvator  Rofa.  This, 
however,  is  too  grofs  a  fable  al- 
moft  to  require  confutation.  Not 
one  of  the  hiftorians  who  lived 
near  thofe  times  has  given  the 
leaft  hint  to  juftify  fuch  a  fuppofi- 
tion :  on  the  contrary,  though 


*  Mofh.  Hift.  Eccl.  pt.  2.  c.  3.  §  11. 

-f  For  further  (atisfadtion  on  this  lubjedf,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Pre¬ 
faces  themfelves,  as  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  the  ANEKAOTA  before  men¬ 
tioned  or  to  the  refutation  of  it  by  Hein.  Hift.  Jut.  Civ.  §  384.  in  which  he 
has  pointed  out  the  principal  foreign  w  riters  who  have  taken  upthequeftion  in 
favour  of  Juftinian  •,  and  more  particularly  to  the  learned  Dr.  Howell,  Hift. 
Mun.  pt.  3.  c.  2.  fedt.  3.  §  61.  ad.  fin.  who  lived  not  long  after  the  publica¬ 
tion,  and  feems  to  have  engaged  in  the  controveify  with  equal  learning  and 
candour. 

Beli- 
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Belifarius,  either  through  the  ma¬ 
lice  ot  his  enemies,  or  his  own 
imprudence,  fell  into  a  temporary 
difgrace,  -it  is  certain,  from  very 
good  authority*,  that  Juftinian 
icon  became  fenfible  of  his  inju¬ 
ries  ;  that  he  rebored  this  pre- 
ferver  ol  his  country  to  his  fortune 
and  flat  ion,  and  that  he  died,  far 
advanced  in  years,  in  the  arms  of 
plenty,  peace,  and  honour- 

To  clofe  the  whole  in  as  few 
words  as  pofiible,  we  fhall  now 
give  a  fliort  fketch  of  the  moil 
briklng  parts  of  this  prince’s  con¬ 
duct,  which  are  univerfally  ad¬ 
mitted  to  be  true  both  by  friends 
and  enemies,  from  which  every 
reader  of  diicernment  will  eafily 
form  his  own  judgment,  as  the 
defeats  of  his  character  in  no  wife 
depreciate  the  merit  of  his  laws. 

On  his  firft  appearance  as  the 
defigned  fucceildr  to  the  throne, 
he  gave  the  public  a  rather  unfa¬ 
vourable  opinion  of  his  regard  for 
decorum  *  by  prevailing  upon  his 
illiterate  and  fuperannuated  uncle 
to  repeal  fome  laws  of  Conilantine 
and  Valentinian,  which,  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  dignity  and  purity  of  the 
fenatorian  families,  had  forbidden 
all  pertons  of  that  rank  to  marry 
proftitutes,  or  any  other  women 
in  fuch  bale  and  infamous  ftations 
of  life  T-  This  gave  a  licence  to 
many  mean  and  unequal  matches  ; 
though  the  principal  view  of  Juf- 
timan  was,  to  enable  himfelf  to 
efpoufe  a  woman  of  the  fame  low 
and  difreputable  occupation  ;  which 
was  dill  more  extraordinary,  as  be 
was  then  at  a  time  of  life  when, 
generally  fpeaking,  men  are  pad 

*  Cedrenus,  inter  Hid.  Byzant,  p. 
veracity. 

1'  C.  5. 5.  7.et  ib.  tit.  27. 1.  which  w 


G  IS  TER,  i7g2. 

the  age  of  being  martyrs  to  love, 
and  too  young  to  dote.  Indeed  it 
has  been  univerfally  allowed,  that 
this  lady,  whofe  name  was  Theo¬ 
dora,  was  poiTeffed  of  fuch  a  be¬ 
witching  delicacy  of  features,  ani¬ 
mated  w:th  fuch  an  exquifite  wit 
and  -fprightly  converfation,  that, 
however  reprehen  Able  bis  choice 
may  appear  to  thofe  whofe  judg¬ 
ment  is  regulated  by  the  cold 
phlegm  of  difcretion,  it  mud  be 
left  to  fuch  as  have  quicker  feel¬ 
ings  of  that  tender  and  delicate 
paffion,  to  decide  in  what  degree 
it  will  admit  of  an  excule.  The 
confequence  of  this  union,  how¬ 
ever,  was  certainly  to  he  lamented, 
as  his  daily  increafing  attachment 
to  a  woman  of  an  ambitious  and 
alpiring  temper,  fometimes  be¬ 
trayed  him  into  a£ts  of  impru¬ 
dence  and  injudice,  which  his 
own  better  underdanding  could 
not  fail  to  condemn.  He  has 
likewise  been  accufed  of  vanity 
and  fondnefs  of  adulation  and  po¬ 
pularity  ;  which  is  more  or  lefs 
-biam cable,  in  con.fiderati.on  of  the 
principle  from  whence  it  flows. 
Irregular  emotions  of  this  kind 
may  often  proceed  from  an  exube¬ 
rant  goodnefs  of  heart,  and  from 
too  anxious  a  defire  of  reaping 
that  reward  from  the  applaule  of 
others,  which  a  perfon  of  more 
moderate  paflions  will  derive,  in 
much  greater  perfection,  from  an 
inward  confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
virtuous  intention. 

But,  taking  him  with  all  tbefe 
defeats,  and  with  whatever  elfe 
the  chade  tongue  of  hidoric  truth 
can  with  juftice  lay  to  his  charge, 

370,  &c.  an  author  of  acknowledged 
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it  mud  be  confeffed,  that,  for 
the  courfe  of  a  long  reign,  he  go¬ 
verned  a  vafl  and  heterogeneous 
mixture  of  people  with  mildnefs 
and  equity  ;  that  he  protected 
them  with  his  arms  ;  adorned 
their  provinces  with  magnificent 
edifices,  chiefly  dedicated  to  the 
fervice  of  the  true  religion  •  that 
he  recovered  very  wide  and  ex- 
tenfive  regions,  which  had  been 
long  alienated,  efpecially  the  an- 
tient  capital  of  the  empire  ;  and 
that  the  laws,  which  he  collected 
and  methodized  with  fo  much 
care  and  wifdom,  not  only  contri¬ 
buted  to  a  more  equal  and  regular 
adminidration  of  jultice  within  the 
limits  of  the  Roman  dominions, 
hut  will  be  a  lading  bleffmg  to 
the  whole  civilized  part  of  man¬ 
kind  to  the  latell  pofterity. 


Characters ,  Manners ,  Cufloms ,  &c. 
of  the  People  of  Naples  ;  from 
P ravels  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  by 
Henry  Swinburne,  Efq; 

IN  Chriftmas  time,  all  quar¬ 
ters  of  Naples  refound  with 
Pajlcrali  or  Sicilians,  a  kind  of 
fimple  rural  mufic,1  executed  by 
Abruzzefe  or  Calabrian  fliepherds, 
upon  a  fpecies  of  bag- pipes,  call¬ 
ed  in  Abruzzo,  Zampogna,  and 
Ciaramelli  in  Calabria.  The 
tunes  vary  according  to  the  pro¬ 
vinces  :  in  the  fouth,  they  have 


three  different  airs  ;  the  northern 
fliepherds  know  only  two,  to  which 
they  add  what  variations  the  bold- 
nefs  of  their  own  genius  infpires. 
The  bovs  learn  of  their  fathers  to 

j 

play  upon  this  infirument  as  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  *.  At  other 
feafons,  it  is  rare  to  hear  any 
agreeable  founds  in  the  tlreets  of 
Naples,  though  it  is  the  nurfery 
of  muficai  profeffors  :  a  fchool, 
where  the  greateft  mafters  have 
imbibed  their  principles,  and  ac¬ 
quired  that  knowledge  of  compo- 
fition,  which  has  enchanted  the 
ears  of  all  Europe.  There  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  a  national  mufic* 
unlefs  we  give  that  name  to  a 
monotonous  drawling  feguidiila, 
that  ferves  the  nurfes  f  as  a  lulla¬ 
by  to  put  their  children  to  reft, 
and  feems  borrowed  from  the  Spa¬ 
niards,  who,  I  believe,  learnt  it 
of  the  Moors  I  never  refided  in 
any  Italian  town  where  there  was 
a  lefs  muficai  turn  in  the  popu¬ 
lace  ;  few  fongs,  guittars,  vielles, 
or  organs,  enliven  the  evenings, 
as  in  the  northern  dates  of  Italy, 
unlefs  they  be  fent  for  to  entertain 
the  parties  that  in  fummer  fup  on 
the  fliore  of  Pofilipot. 

They  do  not  even  dance  to 
mufic,  but  perform  the  Tarantel¬ 
la  to  the  beating;  of  a  kind  of  tam- 
bourine,  which  was  in  ufe  among 
their  anceilors,  as  appears  by  the 
pidlures  of  Herculaneum.  The 
Tarantella  is  a  low  dance,  con- 


*  The  waits  fill  kept  in  the  pay  of  fome  corporations  in  England,  are 
counterparts  of  thefe  Ihepherds. 

f  To  feeond  its  narcotic  influence,  they  adminifter  to  them  copious  (iofes  of 
Venice  treacle,  of  which  fuch  quantities  are  ufed,  as  render  it  a  material  ar¬ 
ticle  of  importation.  The  Neapolitans  have  tears  at  command,  and  are  very 
eafily  moved  to  died  them.  Neither  blows  nor  careffes  can  flop  their  children 
when  once  they  begin  to  cry  ;  they  mud  roar  till  they  are  tired. 

X  I  have  been  told,  that  before  the  famine  and  calamities  of  1764,  the  po¬ 
pulace  of  Naples  was  more  chearful  and  mufically  inclined  than  at  prefent. 

filling 
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lifting  of  turtis  on  the  heel,  much 
footing  and  flapping  of  the  fin¬ 
gers  *.  It  feems  the  delight  of 
their  foul,  and  a  conftant  holiday 
diverfion  of  the  young  women, 
who  are,  in  general,  far  from 
h  mdfome,  although  they  have 
fine  eyes  and  ftriktng  features. 
Their  hands  and  feet  are  clurnfy, 
their  fhapes  negle&ed,  their  necks 
flabby,  and  their  fkins  difcolour- 
ed  by  living  fo  much  in  the  fun 
without  bonnets.  Among  them 
we  may  find  almoft  every  mode  of 
hair- drefling  feen  on  the  Greek 
and  Roman  coins  f. 

The  women  are  always  fighting 
and  fcolding,  but  never  refill  their 
hufband’s  authority,  when  he 
comes  to  feparate  the  combatants, 
and  carry  home  his  difhevelled 
fpoufe,  who  feems  to  (land  as  much 
in  awe  of  her  con  fort,  as  the 
Ruffian  wives  do  of  theirs,  and 
(lifters  herfelf  to  be  beaten  by  him 
with  as  little  murmuring.  I  was 
ihewn  a  woman  here,  who  dur¬ 
ing  the  life  of  her  fir  ft  hufband, 
was  a  pattern  of  modefty  and  even- 
nefs  of  temper  to  the  whole  pa¬ 
ri  Ih  ;  but  upon  contracting  a  fe- 
cond  marriage,  lurprized  and 
fcandalized  the  neighbourhood 
with  her  perpetual  riots  and  ob- 
ftreperoufnefs.  On  being  repri¬ 
manded  for  her  behaviour  by  the 
curate,  ilie  very  frankly  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  her  former  hufband 
underftood  the  management  of  a 


wife,  and  ufed  to  check  her  in¬ 
temperate  burfts  of  paffion  by 
timely  correction  ;  but  that  her 
prefent  helpmate  was  too  mild, 
to  apply  the  proper  chaftifement 
which  every  wife  requires  more 
or  lefs.  Men  feldom  interfere  in 
feminine  brawls  ;  and  if  they  do, 
generally  content  themfelves  with 
abiifing,  threatening,  or  fliaking 
a  cudgel  or  pitchfork  at  their  an¬ 
tagonist,  till  the  crowd  comes  in 
to  part  them.  Sometimes  a  man 
is  (tabbed,  but  this  is  a  rare  event 
among  the  fifliermen,  the  clafs  of 
inhabitants  I  have  had  mod  con- 
frantly  under  my  eye.  Manners 
vary  with  the  diftriCts  ;  in  fome 
they  engage  with  bludgeons,  and 
thofe  are  the  true  lazaroni  of 
Maffianiello  ;  in  others  the  attack 
is  made  with  knives  and  other 
deadly  weapons  -  but  the  Neapo¬ 
litans  are  by  no  means  fo  bloody 
and  revengeful  a  people  as  they 
are  reprefented  by  many  travel¬ 
lers.  It  requires  more  than  a 
flight  provocation  to  lead  them  to 
extremities.  During  the  prodi¬ 
gious  hurry  and  confufion  of  the 
races  in  Carnival,  not  the  leall 
tumult  or  quarrel  was  beard  of; 
and  even  in  the  cruel  famine  ©f 
1764,  the  only  aCt  of  violence 
committed  by  a  hungry  populace, 
incrcafed  to  double  its  number  by 
the  concourfe  of  peafants  from  the 
provinces,  where  all  crops  had 
failed,  was  to  break  open  and 


*  Perfons  of  all  ranks  here  dance  very  low,  but  mark  the  time  as  perfectly 
with  their  fleps,  as  other  nations  do  by  fpringing  from  the  ground. 

The  coiffure  of  the  younger  Fauftina,  with  the  coil  of  plaited  hair  upon 
the  crown  of  the  head,  occurs  frequently  in  the  old  town  *,  that  with  the  coil 
lower  down,  which  may  more  properly  he  Ailed  Lucilla’s  head-drefs,  is  com¬ 
mon  among  the  younger  part  of  the  fex  in  the  fuburbs  ofChiaia,  and  Plotina’s 
among  the  women  more  advanced  in  years.  I  do  not  recoiled  to  have,  feen 
any  with  the  toll  of  treffes  fo  high  up  as  it  appears  on  the  head  of  Faufiina 
the  elder. 
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pillage  a  {ingle  baker’s  Iliop.  Can 
as  much  be  laid  for  the  temper  of 
the  mobs  at  London  and  Edin¬ 
burgh  }  Drunken  nefs  is  not  a 
common  vice  at  Naples,  and 
therefore  quarrels,  its  liiiial  con 
fequences,  are  rare  ;  befides,  the 
Neapolitan  rabble  allow  each  other 
a  great  latitude  of  abufe  and 
fcolding  before  they  are  wound 
up  to  a  fighting  pitch.  It  is  alfo 
uncommon  to  fee  any  thing  in 
puhlic  like  gallantry  among  the 
people  ;  no  foldiers  are  met  lead¬ 
ing  their  doxies,  or  girls  going 
about  in  quell;  of  lovers  ;  all 
which  are,  in  other  countries, 
fourcesof  riot  and  bloodfhed.  At 
Naples  there  is  nothing  but  a 
mere  nominal  police  ;  yet  burgla¬ 
ries  are  unknown,  riots  ftill  more 
fo,  and  the  number  of  alfafiina- 
tions  inconfiderable  t  it  bears  no 
proportion  to  that  of  the  murders 
committed  in  the  diftant  provin¬ 
ces,  where,  I  am  credibly  in¬ 
formed,  no  lefs  than  four  thou- 
fand  perfons  are  killed  annually. 
Mofl  of  thefe  crimes  are  perpe¬ 
trated  with  guns  in  the  mountain¬ 
ous  countries,  where  a  great  fe¬ 
rocity  of'  character,  and  wildnefs 
of  manners  prevail,  and  where 
the  inhabitants  are  more  wander¬ 
ing,  and  lefs  expofed  to  the  pur- 
fuits  of  the  law,  which  is  indeed 
far  from  formidable  in  any  part  of 
the  realm.  It  would  require  a 
prudent,  inflexible,  and  long  ex¬ 
ertion  of  impartial  criminal  jultice, 
to  reduce  to  order  the  fierce  un¬ 
tradable  affaflin  of  the  mountain¬ 
ous  regions  of  Calabria,  who  be¬ 
ing  driven  by  the  oppreflion  of 
the  barons  and  officers  of  the  re¬ 
venue  to  penury  and  defpair,  fets 
little  value  upon  his  life,  and 
Waves  danger  to  Lhe  laft  drop  of  his 
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blood.  The  execution,  however 
cruel,  of  a  few  banditti,  would 
ftrike  but  little  terror  into  their 
aifociates.,  and  produce  no  effieA 
but  that  of  ridding  fociety  of  one 
or  two  bud  members  ;  nor  will  any 
meafures  of  police  ever  prove  effec¬ 
tual,  uni  efs  government  adopt  and 
purfue,  with  fteadinefs,  a  fylteni 
that  ma;y  leflen  the  grievances  of 
the  poor,  reftrain  the  defpotifm  of 
the  pet.ty  tyrants,  and,  by  pro¬ 
viding  the  peafant  with  more 
means  of  fupporting  himfelf  and 
family  by  honeft  labour,  guard 
him  ag  ainfi:  the  temptation  of  tak¬ 
ing  ujp  a  lawlels  line  of  life. 
The  cafe  is  different  in  the  foft 
and  fertile  plains  of  the  happy 
Campigna;  there  the  well-timed 
prompt  execution  of  a  criminal, 
without  allowing  him  any  unne- 
ceilary  refpite  to  prepare  for 
death,  and  without  fuffering  prielts 
toaflemble  round  him,  to  excite 
the  devotion,  compaflion,  and  al- 
moft  admiration  of  the  crowd, 
would  operate  with  great  energy 
on  the  daftardly  minds  of  the  do¬ 
cile  race  that  inhabits  this  charm¬ 
ing  climate;  the  terror  of  adfive 
juftice  would  prove  a  powerful 
check  to  murder,  and  violent  out¬ 
rages. 

At  p  refent,  the  forms  of  crimi¬ 
nal  jut  ifprudence  are  here  fo  ill 
ordaine  d,  fo  multiplied  and  fo 
comple.x,  that  if  the  king  were  to 
infift  u  pon  a  villain,  who  was 
taken  in  the  fa£t,  being  tried, 
and  if  found  guilty,  hanged  be- 
fore  tbe  end  of  three  days,  the 
difpatc  h  would  almoft  kill  the 
judges  with  fatigue  ;  for  the  trial 
and  pre  >cediires  would  employ  them 
eighteei  i  hours  out  of  each  twenty- 
four  :  I  Firft,  the  accufation  muft 
be  laid  according  to  rule,  and 
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witnefles  examined  5  next  the 
council  for  the  prifoner  pleads  a 
couple  of  hours  ;  then  the  advo¬ 
cate  for  the fijco  replies  during  one 
tour,  and  after  him  the  advocate 
of  the  poor  makes  a  rejoinder, 
which  he  has  a  right  to  fpin  out 
tor  two  hours  :  this  done,  every¬ 
one  of  the  four  :udges  harangues  ■ 
then  all  the  notifications  are  made, 
examinations  canivafied,  proofs 
debated,  and  a  thoufand  trifling 
formalities  observed,  which  occa- 
fion  fuch  fhameful,  infurmount- 
able  delays,  as  eternize  a  criminal 
procefs.  It  happened  lately,  that 
upon  the  final  determination  of 
the  trial,  and  condemnation  of  a 
malefactor,  a  menage  was  fent  to 
the  jaiior  to  bring  the  culprit  into 
court  in  order  to  receive  fentence  ; 
when,  behold  !  the  turnkey  ap¬ 
peared,  and  made  affidavit  that 
the  prifoner  had  died  of  a  long  fit 
of  fickneis  the  Chriftmas  twelve¬ 
month  before.  As  the  fafary  of 
a  judge  in  Naples  is  only  fifty  du¬ 
cats  a  month  (9/.  7 s.  6d .),  he  can¬ 
not  afford  to  be  honeft  or  expedi¬ 
tious  ;  but  the  cafe  is  ftilL  worfe 
in  the  provinces,  where  the  judges 
have  but  twenty- five  ducats,  and 
with  that  11111ft  keep  a  coach  and 
proper  houfehold  eftablifhment. 
The  fcrivani,  or  comniiffaries, 
who  have  the  department  of  war¬ 
rants,  a  it  efts,  and  police,  are  al¬ 
lowed  no  pay,  though  they  muft 
keep  thirty  bailiffs  a- piece  under 
them  ;  fo  that  they  are  naturally 
very  adlive  in  taking  up  an  offen¬ 
der,  where  there  is  a  probability 
of  extorting  any  money  out  of 
him :  when  once  in  durance,  the 
prifoner  ceafes  to  be  an  object  of 
confederation  to  them,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  take  no  pains  to  forward 
his  trial,  or  bring  him  to  juftice  : 


there  are  at  this  day  above  twelve 
thoufand  criminals  rotting  in  the 
different  prifons  of  the  kingdom, 
whole  maintenance  cofts  the  ftate 
above  two  hundred  thoufand  du¬ 
cats  a  year  (thirty -feven  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.) 

The  fiftiermen  of  Santa  Lucia 
are  the  bandfomeft  men  in  Naples  ; 
they  have  the  true  old  Grecian 
features,  and  fuch  well-propor¬ 
tioned  limbs,  that  they  might 
ferve  for  models  in  any  academy 
of  defign  :  they  are  the  moft  fub- 
ffantial  and  beft  lodged  portion  of 
the  Neapolitan  populace.  It  is 
true,  as  moft  writers  affert,  that 
the  houfe-room  of  this  "metropolis 
is  very  inadequate  to  the  popula¬ 
tion,  which,  according  to  authen¬ 
tic  accounts,  amounted,  at  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1776,  to  three 
hundred  and  .fifty  thoufand  fixty- 
one  fouls and  that  numbers  of 
thefe  are  deftitute  of  houfe  and 
property.  But  it  is  not  equally  a 
fact,  as  they  affert,  that  winter  and 
fummer  thefe  houfeiefs  inhabitants 
pafs  their  lives  in  the  open  air, 
and  fleep  in  all  weathers  in  the 
fleets.  In  fummer  it  is  very 
pleafant  fo  to  do,  but  in  winter  not 
even  a  dog  could  bear  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather,  not  fo  much 
on  account  of  cold,  as  of  wet. 
When  the  rainy  feafon  fets  in,  it 
commonly  .  laffs  feveral  fuceefiive 
weeks,  falling,  not  in  fuch  fhow- 
ers  as  we  are  acquainted  with  in 
England,  where  we  have  rain 
more  or  lefs  every  month  in  the 
year,  but  by  pailfulls,  an  abfolute 
water-fpout  that  carries  all  be¬ 
fore  it,  and  almoft  drowns  the  un¬ 
fortunate  paiTenger  who  is  caught 
out  of  doors  by  the  ftorm.  The 
quantity  of  rain  at  Naples  is  much 
more  confiderable  than  that  which 
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falls  on  the  fame  fpace  of  ground 
iir  England.  Whole  months  of 
drought  are  compenfated  by  the 
deluge  of  a  day  :  and  befides,  the 
fouth  winds  are  frequently  fo  boif- 
terous  in  winter,  as  to  burft  open 
the  bolts  ot  both  doors  and  win¬ 
dows.  At  that  rainy  time  of  the 
year,  few  are  fo  wretched  and 
helplefs  as  to  lie  in  the  ftreet,  but 
nioft  of  the  vagrants  refort  to  the 
caves  under  Capodi  Monte,  where 
they  deep  in  crowds  like  flieep  in 
a  pinfold.  As  they  are  thus  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  dwelling,  for  which 
no  rent  is  exafted,  they  alfo  pro¬ 
cure  food  without  the  trouble  of 
cooking  or  keeping  houfe  :  the 
markets  and  principal  ftreets  are 
lined  with  fellers  of  macaroni, 
fried  and  boiled  fifh,  puddings, 
cakes,  and  vegetables  of  all  forts  • 
where,  for  a  very  fmatl  fum, 
which  he  may  earn  by  a  little  la¬ 
bour,  running  of  errands,  or  pick- 
ing  of  pockets,  the  lazaro  finds  a 
ready  meal  at  all  hours  ;  the  flag- 
goo  hanging  out  at  every  corner 
invites  him  to  quench  his  third 
with  wine  ;  or  if  he  prefers  wa¬ 
ter,  as  molt  of  them  do,  there  are 
Halls  in  all  the  thoroughfares, 
where  lemonade  and  iced  water 
are  fold.  The  paflion  for  iced  water 
is  fo  great  and  fo  general  at  Na¬ 
ples,  that  none  but  mere  beggars 
will  drink  it  in  its  natural  Hate  ; 
and,  I  believe,  a  fcarcity  of  bread 
would  not  be  more  feverely  felt 
than  a  failure  of  fnow.  It  is 
brought  in  boats  every  morning 
from  the  mountains  behind  Cafte- 
lamare,  and  is  farmed  out  at  a 
great  rent :  the  Jefuits,  who  pof- 
feffed  a  large  capital,  as  well  as 
the  true  fpirit  of  enterprize,  had 
purchafed  the  exclufive  privilege 
fupplying  the  city  with  it* 
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Very  little  fufHces  to  clothe  the 
lazaro,  except  on  holidays ;  and 
then  he  is  indeed  tawdrily  decked 
out,  with  laced  jacket  and  flame- 
coloured  ftockings  :  his  buckles 
are  of  enormous  magnitude,  and 
feem  to  be  the  prototype  of  thofe 
with  which  our  prefent  men  of 
mode  load  their  infleps.  The  wo¬ 
men  are  alfo  very  fplendid  on  thofe 
days  of  fliew  ;  but  their  hair  is 
then  bound  up  in  tiflue  caps  and 
fcarlet  nets,  a  fafhion  much  lefs 
becoming  than  their  every  day 
Ample  method.  Citizens  and 
lawyers  are  plain  enough  in  their 
apparel,  hut  the  female  part  of 
their  family  vies  with  the  firtl 
court  ladies  in  expenlive  drefs, 
and  all  the  vanities  of  modifb  fop¬ 
peries.  Luxury  has  of  late  ad¬ 
vanced  with  gigantic  Hrides  in 
Naples.  Forty  years  ago,  the 
Neapolitan  ladies  wore  nets  and 
ribbons  on  their  heads,  as  the 
Spani fh  women  do  to  this  day, 
and  not  twenty  of  them  were  pof- 
fefled  of  a  cap  :  but  hair  plainly 
drefl:  is  a  mode  now  confined  to 
the  loweft  order  of  inhabitants, 
and  all  difhnction  of  drels  between 
the  wife  of  a  nobleman  and  that 
of  a  citizen  is  entirely  laid  afide. 
f^xpence  and  extravagance  are 
herein  the  extreme.  The  great 
families  are  oppreft  with  a  load  of 
debt  ;  the  working  part  of  the 
community  always  ipend  the  price 
of  their  labour  before  they  receive 
it  ;  and  the  citizen  is  reduced  to 
great  parfimony,  and  almoft  pe¬ 
nury,  in  his  houfe-keeping,  in 
order  to  anfwer  thefe  demands  of 
external  fliew :  IKort  commons  at 
home  whet  his  appetite  when  in¬ 
vited  out  to  dinner  ;  and  it  is 
fcarce  credible  what  quantities  of 
victuals  he  will  devour.  The  no¬ 
bility 
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"bility  in  general  are  well  ferved, 
and  live  comfortably,  but  it  is  not 
their  cuftom  to  admit  ftrangers  to 
their  table  $  the  number  of  poor 
dependants  who  dine  with  them, 
and  cannot  properly  be  introduced 
into  company,  prevents  the  great 
families  from  inviting  foreigners : 
another  reafon  may  be,  their 
fleeping  after  dinner  in  fo  regular 
a  manner  as  to  undrefs  and  go  to 
bed  :  no  ladies  or  gentlemen  finiftt 
their  toilet  till  the  afternoon,  on 
which  account  they  dine  at  twelve 
or  one  o’clock.  The  great  officers 
of  date,  and  miniiters,  live  in  a 
different  manner,  and  keep  fump- 
tuous  tables,  to  which  ftrangers  and 
others  have  frequent  invitations. 

The  eftablifliment  of  a  Neapo¬ 
litan  grandee’s  houfehold  is  upon 
a  very  expenlive  plan  ;  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fervants,  carriages,  and 
horfes,  would  fuffice*  for  a  fove- 
reign  prince ;  and  the  wardrobe 
of  their  wives  is  formed  upon  the 
fame  magnificent  fcale  ;  yet  it  is 
a  fixed  rule,  that  all  ladies,  what¬ 
ever  be  the  circumftance  of  their 
hufbands,  affluent  or  circumfcrib- 
ed,  have  an  hundred  ducats  a 
month,  and  no  more,  allowed 
them  for  pin-money.  At  the 
birth  of  every  child,  the  hufband 
makes  his  wife  a  prefent  of  an 
hundred  ounces,  and  fome  valua¬ 
ble  trinkets,  according  to  his  for¬ 
tune.  Marriage  portions  are  not 
very  great  in  general  ;  it  does  not 
coft  a  nobleman  more  to  marry  a 
daughter  than  it  does  to  make  her 
a  nun  y  for  a  thoufand  pounds 
will  not  defray  the  expence  of  the 
ceremonies  at  her  reception  and 
profeffion  :  Ihe  muft  have  a  pen- 
lion  fettled  upon  her,  and  re- 
ferves,  befides,  a  power  over  her 
inheritance,  in  cafe  flic  fliall  ar¬ 


rive  at  any  dignity  in  the  convent, 
and  wifih  to  enrich  it  with  build- 
ings,  plate,  or  veftments. 

Servants  and  artificers  of  the 
city  give  from  fifty  to  an  hundred 
ducats  with  their  daughters  ;  pea- 
fants  and  country  workmen  go  as 
far  as  three  hundred.  Females 
at  and  near  Naples  are  efteemed 
helplels  and  indolent,  and  there¬ 
fore  have  always  twice  or  thrice 
as  much  fortune  as  their  brothers, 
who  have  greater  refources  in  their 
ftrength  and  activity.  A  girl 
would  fcarce  get  a  huffland,  if 
her  lover  did  not  expedt  to  be  re- 
imburfed  by  her  portion  the  fum 
he  had  paid  away  with  his  own 
filters.  In  the  plains,  it  is  cufto- 
mary  for  a  peafant,  on  the  birth 
of  a  daughter,  to  plant  a  row  of 
poplar  trees,  which  are  cut 
down  and  fold  at  the  end  of  fe- 
venteen  years,  to  make  up  a  for¬ 
tune  for  her.  The  proverbial  be¬ 
nediction  of  Figlij  mafchiy  male 
children,  which  a  Neopolitan 
gives  a  woman  when  live  fneezes, 
is  founded  on  the  great  facility 
with  which  the  common  people 
provide  for  their  fons  ;  as  foon  as 
they  can  run  about  they  are  able 
to  earn  their  bread,  while  their 
lifters  remain  idle  at  home,  or  beg 
till  they  are  old  enough  to  attradl 
the  notice  of  the  men. 


Anecdotes  of  Charles  the  Xllth  of 
Sweden  ;  from  Letters  Military 
and  Political,  Iran [lated  from  the 
Italian  of  Count  Algarotii. 

Fo  Signor  Don  Giuseppe  Pscis* 

YOU  apply  to  me,  as  a  per- 
fon  who  has  lived  much 
among  the  northern  courts,  to 
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clear  up  certain  doubts  refpedting 
Charles  the  Twelfth.  I  will  en¬ 
deavour,  to  the  beft  of  my  power, 
to  refolve  your  queftions  refpeft- 
ing  a  prince  who  was  for  a  length 
of  time  the  polar  ftar  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  world,  and  will  remain  to 
after  ages  its  moil  dazzling  me¬ 
teor.  You  may  at  any  rate  reft 
allured,  that  I  fhall  not  give  you 
a  lingle  anecdote,  but  what  I  have 
heard  from  thofe  who  were  eye- 
witneffes  to  every  tranfa&ion. 

To  begin  with  the  vifit  he  paid 
to  his  principal  enemy  King  Au- 
guftus  at  Drefden,  you  need  not 
entertain  the  fmalleft  doubt  of  it, 
however  extraordinary  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  to  you.  Charles  was  not  a 
man  of  the  common  ftamp  •  he 
might  fay,  like  father  Arduin, 
What  !  do  I  rife  every  morning 
two  hours  before  day,  to  think 
like  the  reft  of  mankind  ?  In  fa£t, 
it  was  a  whim  that  he  determined 
to  indulge.  The  Swedifh  army 
was  then  on  its  march  towards 
Ruftia.  One  morning,  as  it  was 
filing  off"  not  far  from  Drefden, 
the  king  fuddenly  departed  with 
two  companions  on  horfeback,  di* 
redling  his  courfe  to  the  city. 
One  of  his  attendants  he  leaves  at 
the  gate  as  a  centinel,  and  rides 
immediately  to  the  palace  with 
the  other,  whom  he  leaves  in  the 
fame  manner ;  giving  him  his 
horfe  in  charge,  while  he  afcends 
the  flairs,  and  enters  the  apart¬ 
ments  of  King  Auguftus,  be¬ 
fore  he  had  rifen  from  his  bed. 
Thus  was  the  king  obliged  to 
get  up  without  ceremony,  and 
drefs  himfelf  in  the  prefence  of 
the  man  who  had  juft  before 
driven  him  from  his  throne.  Charles 
remained  with  him  about  three 
Vol.  XXV. 
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quarters  of  an  hour  ;  during  which 
time  he  fcarcely  ever  took  his 
eyes  off  him,  nor  would  give  him 
an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  any 
perfon  ;  not  even  to  a  page  or 
valet,  much  lefs  to  the  minifter, 
who  came  as  foon.  as  he  'heard  of 
the  King  of  Sweden’s  arrival.  It 
happened,  as  they  were  walking 
through  the  rooms  of  the  palace, 
that  Charles  firft  paffed  through 
one  of  the  doors,  when  the  mini¬ 
fter  feized  that  opportunity  of 
making  figns,  to  know  whether 
it  was  the  king’s  pleafure  that  he 
fhould  be  detained  ;  to  which  he 
made  a  fignal  in  the  negative. 
The  vifit  turned  out  a  mere  affair 
of  ceremonv  •  and  Charles  beincr 
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conduced  by  Auguftus  to  the  gate 
of  the  palace,  he  there  mounted 
his  horfe,  and  fet  off  full  fpeed 
to  join  his  army,  which  he  found 
in  the  utmoft  anxiety  about  him. 
As  foon  as  it  was  known  that  the 
king  had  entered.  Drefden,  not 
feeing  him  return  immediately, 
they  thought  every  quarter  of  an 
hour  an  age,  and  became  fo  im¬ 
patient  as  to  think  of  no  lefs  than 
marching  up  to  the  town,  and  lay¬ 
ing  liege  to  it,  in  order  to  recover 
their  prince. 

When  in  quarters  in  Saxony, 
his  defign  was  to  march  into  the 
heart  of  the  empire,  and  with  his 
vidlorious  arms  to  give  law  to 
Europe,  which  was  then  divided 
about  the  Spanifh  fucceffion. 
Many  reafons  have  been  given 
for  the  ftep  he  took  afterwards, 
of  leaving  the  empire,  and  turning 
-his  arms  againft  Ruftia.  What 
principally  urged  him  to  this  was, 
according  to  the  beft  received 
authors,  a  note  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  given  to 
C  homebody 
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fomebody  by  the  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough. 

Momentumque  fuit  mutatus  Curio  rerum. 

The  duke  finifhed  the  bufinefs 
of  exafperating  him  againft  the 
Czar,  towards  whom  he  had  al¬ 
ready  a  violent  animofity  ;  and 
pointed  out  to  him  the  gloiy  of 
crufhing  his  only  rival,  and  of 
becoming  the  arbiter  of  the  north, 
which  would  in  the  end  make  him 
the  arbiter  of  Europe.  There 
were  two  ways  to  march  into  Rul- 
fia  •  the  one  by  Livonia,  a  Swe¬ 
dish  country  on  the  fea-coaft, 
abounding  with  grain,  which  would 
fubfift  his  army  ;  whence  entering 
into  the  fertile  provinces  of  Ruf- 
fbi,  he  might  direct  his  march  to 
Mofcow,  with  eafe  and  conve¬ 
nience,  along  the  banks  of  navi¬ 
gable  rivers  :  the  other  was  by 
Poland  and  Ucrania,  to  which  he 
was  invited  by  the  Ccfack  Ma- 
zeppa,  a  malcontent,  who  pro- 
mi  fed  him  every  kind  of  aftiftance  $ 
and  by  this  route  he  might  fall  at 
once  upon  Mofcow,  which  would 
decide  the  fate  of  Ruilia.  Of 
thefe  two,  Charles  himfelf  chofe 
that  which  was  more  worthy  of 
his  courage  than  his  prudence  ;  as 
was  fully  proved  by  the  hardiliips 
his  troops  were  obliged  to  go 
through,  and  the  extreme  mifery 
to  which  they  were  at  length 
reduced. 

Charles’s  laft  campaign  againft 
the  Danes,  wherein  he  loft  his 
life,  was  planned  indeed  entirely 
by  himfelf ;  which  was  not  the 
cafe  with  regard  to  his  firft  enter- 
prifes,  that  were  followed  with  fo 
great  fuccefs  ;  in  thefe,  though 
he  was  the  Achilles,  forne  other 
was  the  Chiron.  It  was  always 


his  cuftom  to  charge  the  enemy  at 
the  head  of  his  cavalry  ;  the  dif- 
pofttion  of  the  battle  was  left  to 
Levenhaupt.  The  famous  dis¬ 
embarkation  at  Copenhagen,  with 
which  Charles,  while  yet  a  youth, 
opened  his  military  career,  was 
projected  by  General  Stuart  ;  the 
attack  of  the'  enemy’s  trenches  at 
Narva,  which  brought  to  mind  thb 
exploits  of  the  Greeks  againft  the 
Perfians,  by  one  Gundvil.  Ge¬ 
neral  Aitendorff  conceived  the 
idea  of  the  famous  psffage  of  the 
Duna,  where  forne  rafts  being 
floated  down  the  ftream  with  v/et 
ft  raw  on  them,  which  were  fet  fire 
to,  the  Swedifh  army  palled  the 
river,  covered  by  the  finoke  from 
the  enemy,  who  was  to  leeward  ; 
a  ftratagem  firft  put  in  practice  by 
Hannibal. 

His  army  was  (Lengthened  by 
the  prefence  of  feveral  Have  and 
experienced  generals,  who  had 
ferved  under  Charles  the  Eleventh, 
his  father  ;  who  might  be  of  infi¬ 
nite  fervice  to  him  in  council,  as 
Philip’s  officers  were  to  Alexan¬ 
der.  It  was  not  fo  with  the  Czar, 
his  enemy,  who  derived  inftrudtion 
from  his  defeats  alone.  He  reap¬ 
ed  more  benefit,  however,  from 
thefe  defeats,  than  Charles  did 
even  from  his  vi&ories.  T  he  fuc¬ 
cefs  of  the  engagement  at  Pultowa 
he  owed  entirely  to  himfelf ;  in 
which  he  had  to  do  with  the  moll 
terrible  enemy  he  ever  had  upon 
his  hands  ■  over  whom  this  battle 
gave  him  a  complete  and  decifive 
advantage,  a  battle  that  might  be 
called  the  modern  Pharfalia. 

Charles  having  arrived,  after 
fuffering  many  difficulties,  in  U- 
crania,  found  the  great  promifes 
of  Mazeppa,  who  had  engaged 
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to  fubfift  his  army,  reduced  to 
nothing.  Being  in  the  greateft 
diftreis  for  want  of  provifions, 
partly  through  the  difappointment 
he  met  with  from  Mazeppa,  and 
partly  from  the  defeat  of  Leven- 
haupt  on  his  march  to  the  army 
with  15,000  men,  and  a  confider- 
able  efcort  of  ammunition  and 
provifions,  he  came  to  the  refo- 
lution  of  laying  liege  to  Pultowa. 
In  this  place  the  Czar  had  col¬ 
lected  a  quantity  of  provifions, 
and  had  left  a  ftrong  garrifon  to 
defend  it.  By  the  capture  of  it, 
Charles  might  reftore  plenty  to 
his  army,  and  fecure  a  good  pole 
for  his  head -quarters,  whence 
he  might  diredt  the  future  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  war.  Various  were 
the  opinions  in  the  Ruffian  army, 
during  the  liege,  of  the  fteps  that 
ihould  be  taken  by  them  fome 
were  for  inclofing  the  Swedes  by 
an  entrenchment,  and  reducing 
them  through  hunger  to  a  capitu¬ 
lation  :  others  were  for  laying 
walte  the  country  for  a  hundred 
leagues  around,  and  leaving  them 
to  peri  flu  without  the  rilk  of  a  battle. 
But  fearing  that  the  town,  which 
was  vigoroufiy  attacked,  would  be 
obliged  to  furrender,  and  that 
Charles  would  be  enabled  to  re- 
frefh  his  army,  the  Ruffians  at 
laft  determined  on  not  delaying 
any  longer  to  give  him  battle. 
The  Czar  gave  the  more  readily 
into  this  meafure,  as  he  knew 
that  Charles’s  impetuous  difpoli- 
tion  v/ould  induce  him  to  feize 
eagerly  the  occalion  of  a  general 
aftion  with  the  Ruffian  army, 
however  it  might  be  to  his  own 
difadvantage.  He  marched  then 
early  in  the  morning,  fo  as  to  ar¬ 
rive  in  time  to  encamp  in  the  en¬ 
trance  of  a  wood,  near  the  King 
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of  Sweden  ;  who,  he  fuppofed, 
would  prepare  matters  to  attack 
him  the  next  morning.  Thus 
judged  the  Czar,  and  thus  it 
really  happened.  But  in  the  night 
the  Czar  gave  orders  for  feven  re¬ 
doubts  to  be  raifed  in  the  wood, 
juft  in  front  of  his  infantry.  This 
was  for  two  different  purpofes  ; 
one  to  check  the  impetuofity  and 
break  the  order  of  the  Swedes  in 
their  firft  onfet,  which  by  expe¬ 
rience  he  had  fufficient  reafon  to 
dread  ;  the  other,  that  he  might 
not  fhut  up  his  troops  in  a  conti¬ 
nued  line  of  entrenchment,  but 
afford  them  the  means  of  {allying 
out  upon  the  enemy  through  the 
intervals  between  the  redoubts  ; 
a  method  of  fortifying  an  encamp¬ 
ment  highly  applauded  by  Mar¬ 
shal  Saxe,  and  thenceforward 
efteemed  the  moil;  per  fed.  The 
king  went  forth  in  the  morning, 
full  of  ardour,  and  fiufhed  with 
the  hopes  of  conqueft  •  but  it  was 
fome  time  before  he  took  notice 
of  the  Czar’s  difpofition,.  The 
confequence  was,  that,  though 
the  Ruffian  horfe  were  beaten,  and 
three  of  the  redoubts  taken  by 
ftorm,  the  Swedes  had  in  the  end 
the  worft  of  the  action  ;  which 
was  equal  to  a  decifive  victory  on 
the  part  of  the  Ruffians. 

1  he  King  of  Sweden  excelled 
mere  in  the  field  than  in  council, 
was  more  capable  cf  executing 
than  planning  any  great  defign  ; 
he  might  be  compared  to  a  lliell, 
which  does  fometimes  prodigious 
execution  ;  but  it  muft  be  when 
under  the  direction  of  an  able 
bombardier. 

When  he  had  occafion  to  con- 
fult  with  others,  which  was  but 
feldom,  he  never  did  it  in  a  diredt 
manner  ^  but,  propofed  a  general 
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queftion  to  thofe  in  whom  he  placed 
the  higheft  confidence,  and  took 
their  different  opinions  on  the 
fubjedt  This  might  have  been 
the  effect  of  pride,  or  perhaps 
ot  that  maxim  of  princes  and 
ftatefmen,  to  advife  with  others, 
without  difciofing  their  own  fen- 
timents. 

All  the  world  knows  the  averfion 
this  great  man  bad  for  women  • 
but  very  few  know  whence  it  ori¬ 
ginated.  He  had  fcarcely  mount¬ 
ed  the  throne,  when,  breathing 
nothing  but  war,  he  was  conti¬ 
nually  employed  in  thinking  of 
the  moft  effectual  and  ddlriidtive 
means  of  making  it.  A  certain 
profeffor  of  Stockholm  had  com¬ 
municated  to  him  a  new  inven¬ 
tion  in  the  branch  of  ordnance, 
with  which  he  was  fo  much  pieafed 
as  to  order  him  immediately  to 
make  the  experiment.  Impatient 
for  the  completion  of  the  work, 
he  went  very  early  one  morning 
all  alone  to  the  profeffor’s  houfe, 
who  was  in  bed,  having  been  tak¬ 
en  ill  the  day  before  with  a  fe¬ 
ver,  After  knocking  for  a  con- 
fiderahle  length  of  time  at  the 
door,  he  was  let  in,  and  had  a 
conference  with  the  profeffor  on 
the  fubject  that  his  mind  was  fo 
fully  taken  up  with.*  At  his  de¬ 
parture  he  was  preceded  by  a 
Young  girl,  a  fervant  of  the  pro- 
txubr’s,  who  carried  a  lantern, 
and  had  fome  pretenfions  to  beau¬ 
ty-  The  king  took  a  fancy  to 
the  girl,  which  iliewed  he  was 
not  indifferent  to  the  fex,  and 
began  to  take  fome  liberties  with 
her  ;  hut  flie,  being  perhaps  a 
native  of  Dalecarlia,  with  a  heart 
congenial  to  the  foil,  did  not 
much  relifli  this  freedom  of  the 
king,  and  in  return  treated  him 


rather  roughly.  We  are  allured, 
that  this  repulfe  made  fo  deep  an 
impreflion  on  the  king’s  mind, 
that  he  absolutely  refu fed  in  Po¬ 
land  to  fee  the  Countefs  of  Ko- 
nigfmarck,  and  for  ever  banifhed 
the  fex  from  his  company  and  his 
pleafures. 

Magnanimity,  which  you  allow 
him,  he  certainly  poffeffed  to  a 
very  high  degree,  I  fhall  give 
you  an  inftance  of  it,  by  an  anec¬ 
dote  which  Plutarch  would  not 
have  omitted,  had  he  Written  the 
life  of  Charles.  He  happened  to 
be  one  day,  after  his  return  from 
Turkey,  riding  out,  with  a  fmail 
number  of  attendants,  whom  he 
left,  and  went  on  confiderably  be¬ 
fore,  Being  come  to  the  gate  of  a 
field  he  had  to  pals  through,  he 
opened  it,  and  negledted  to  fhut 
it  again,-  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  country.  The  owner  of  the 
ground,  who  was  an  enfign  in  the 
army,  being  near  at  hand,  and 
not  being  acquainted  with 
Charles’s  perfon,  called  out  to 
know  why  he  did  not  fhut  the  gate 
after  him,  according  to  the  king’s 
orders,  and,  as  he  palfed,  made 
ufe  of  fome  uncivil  expreffions. 
Why  do  you  not  go  and  fhut 
it  yourfelf?  anfwers  the  king. 
This  fo  enrages  the  gentleman, 
that  he  feizes  the  bridle,  and 
flops  the  horfe.  On  this  Charles 
puts  his  hand  to  his  fword  ;  but 
the  other,  being  too  ferong  for 
him,  fnatches  it  from  him.  The 
king  then  draws  out  a  piftol,  and 
threatens  to  make  the  other  re¬ 
pent  it,  unlefs  he  immediately 
lays  down  the  fword  on  a  done 
that  was  clofe  by.  You  would 
not  be  fo  valiant,  fays  the  gentle¬ 
man,  if  I  was  alfo  provided  with 
a  piftol.  Go,  and  fetch  one,  fays 
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the  king-  The  gentleman  on 
this  goes  for  a  piflol,  while  the 
Icing  waits  his  return.  As  he 
was  coming  back  in  high  dud¬ 
geon,  he  efpies  the  king’s  attend¬ 
ants  at  a  little  diftance  ;  which 
giving  him  fome  i'ulpicion,  he 
makes  his  retreat.  The  noble¬ 
men,  who  had  joined  the  king, 
feeing  him  take  up  his  fword 
without  faying  a  word,  did  net 
venture  to  alk  him  any  queflions, 
but  followed  him  in  filence.  It 
happened  that  not  long  after,  the 
regiment,  in  which  this  gentle¬ 
man  was  an  enfign,  became  va¬ 
cant,  and  was  given  to  one  of  the 
noblemen  who  had  that  day  at¬ 
tended  the  king.  The  gentle¬ 
man  thought  it  neceffary  to  in¬ 
form  his  colonel  of  all  the  parti¬ 
culars,  and  defired  he  would  con¬ 
trive  to  extricate  him  from  the 
difficulty.  The  day  being  ar¬ 
rived,  on  which  the  regiment  was 
to  pafs  in  review,  the  enfign  does 
not  make  his  appearance.  His 
majefty  obferves  to  the  colonel. 
There  is  an  officer  miffing.  He  is 
informed,  that  the  officer  is  on 
guard.  Let  him  be  fent  for,  fays 
the  king  The  enfign  is  accord¬ 
ingly  brought  forth,  God  knows 
with  what  fenfations.  The  king 
immediately  gallops  up  to  him, 
then  flops,  and  looking  upon  him 
ffiedfaflly,  names  him  to  a  firfl 
lieutenancy,  and  orders  a  good 
round  number  of  florins  to  be 
counted  out  to  him. 

There  are  many  other  inflances 
related  of  his  magnanimity,  which 
it  would  be  too  tedious  to  enu¬ 
merate  ;  amongft  which,  I  know 
not  whether  you  will  place  that 
refolution  of  his,  not  to  have  his 
wound  dreffied,  after  hearing  of 
the  total  defeat  of  his  army  at 
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Pultowa,  and  his  tearing  off  tha 
dreffiings,  like  another  Cato. 

A  certain  particular  in  the  anec¬ 
dotes  of  Charles’s  life,  you,  who 
are  fo  curious  in  invedigating 
the  human  heart,  will  be  glad  to 
know  ;  which  is,  that  he  fome- 
times  recommended  to  the  chap¬ 
lains  of  his  army,  in  the  fermons 
which  among  the  Lutherans  are 
preached  to  the  foldiers,  to  take 
the  following  text : 

Manete  invecaiione  in  quavocati  eft  is. 

As  Petrarch  often  raifed  his 
thoughts  to  the  third  circle  of  the 
heavens,  where  he  fuppofed  his 
Laura  was  with  the  other  devoted 
Haves  of  love  ;  fo  did  Charles  to 
the  circle  of  the  God  of  War, 
which  was  his  heaven.  He  was 
irequently  overheard  by  his  do- 
medics  counterfeiting  firft  the 
noife  of  drums,  then  that  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  and  finally  the  report  of 
Small  arms  ;  when  he  would  all 
on  a  fudden  clap  his  hand  to  the 
fword  which  he  always  wore  by 
his  fide  ;  his  imagination  trans¬ 
forming  the  chairs  and  tables  in 
the  room  into  horfe  and  foot¬ 
men. 

During  his  flay  at  Bender,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  mention  of  the  length 
of  time  a  man  may  live  without 
nourishment,  and  of  the  fading 
and  auderity  pradtifed  by  the  San- 
tons,  and  by  the  oriental  Jews, 
he  took  it  in  his  head  to  try  the 
ftrength  of  his  own  condi  tution 
in  this  particular.  He  held  out 
for  a  week,  taking  only  a  glafs  of 
water  each  day  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  omitting  none  of  his  ordina¬ 
ry  exercifes,  among  others,  that 
of  riding  ten  leagues  on  horfe- 
back.  On  the  eighth  day  he 
found  an  inclination  to  eat  ;  fo 
'  C  3  he 
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would  fuppofe,  what  was  very 
light  and  eafy  of  digeftion,  but 
fome  good  fubftantial  meat,  and 
in  no  filial l  quantity.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  affected  neither  his  health 
nor  his  ftomach,  fo  as  to  prevent 
him  from  punning  his  ordinary 
courfe  of  living. 

Whenever  he  played  at  Chefs, 
as  he  frequently  did  to  pafs  away 
the  time  at  Bender,  he  always 
moved  the  king  towards  the  front 
as  foon  as  poifible.  To  cover 
himfelf  was  entirely  out  of  the 
queftion  •  and  if  ever  a  pawn  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  his  way,  he  did 
not  puzzle  himfelf  long  about  the 
method  of  moving  him,  but 
knocked  him  at  once  off  the 
board.  Such  influence  has  that 
genius,  or  natural  difpofition, 
that  is  born  along  with  us,  which 
in  Charles  iliewed  its  prevalence 
So  the  laft  ;  for,  after  receiving 
his  fatal  blow  at  Frederickitadt, 
he  was  found  with  his  hand  upon 
the  hilt  of  his  fword. 

Thus  you  have  a  flight  fke'cch, 
but  an  original  one  at  lead,  of 
the  rival  of  Peter  the  Great,  of 
whofe  great  qualities  he  was  at 
length  obliged  to  give  way.  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  who  attended  the 
lectures  of  our  Galileo  at  Padua, 
and  united  the  characters  of  the 
foldier  and  the  politician,  was, 
doubtlefs,  a  much  greater  man  ; 
notwithstanding  Guftavus  com¬ 
mitted  an  overfight,  in  neglecting 
to  follow  up  his  victory  of  Leip- 
fic.  Having  completely  routed 
his  enemies  in  that  battle,  inftead 
of  marching  ftaaight  into  Bohe¬ 
mia,  he  was  content  with  detach¬ 
ing  there  his  ally  the  debtor  of 
Saxony,  who  carried  on  the  war 


without  fpirit,  and  was  foon  gain¬ 
ed  over  by  the  Auftrians.  Gufta¬ 
vus  divided  and  diffipated  his 
force,  like  a  great  river  that 
overflows  its  banks,  and  went  here 
and  there  throughout  Germany, 
befieging  towns,  and  laying  coun¬ 
tries  under  contribution  ;  but 
knew  not  how  to  contract  and 
•abridge  the  war,  according  to  the 
Roman  and  Turkiili  method.  He 
gave  time  to  the  enemy  to  recover 
himfelf,  and  loft  all  his  former 
advantages  ;  fo  that  he  was  oblig¬ 
ed  at  Lutzen  to  re-commence  that 
game  which  he  had  before  won, 
and  which  then  terminated  with 
his  life. 

It  appears  to  me,  beyond  all 
difpute,  that  the  grecteft  man 
among  the  Swedish  monarchs  was 
Guftavus  Vafa.  He  found  the 
means  of  well  regulating  and  di¬ 
recting  the  natural  ftrength  of  his 
country  ;  and  did  not  attempt  to 
puili  it  beyond  its  proper  bounds  ; 
but  made  fo  judicious  a  ufe  of  it 
within  the  kingdom,  that  without 
him  it  could  neither  have  been 
extended  fo  far  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  realm  by  Guftavus  Adol¬ 
phus,  nor  fo  glorioufly  mifguided, 
as  it  was  afterwards,  by  Charles 
the  Twelfth. 


Some  Account  of  the  Life  of  Caftruc- 
cio  Caftracani  of  Lucca  ,•  from 
the  jame  Author. 

MONGST  the  opufcula  of 
the  fecrerary*,  themoft  con^ 
fiderable  is  the  life  of  Caftruccio 
Caftracani  ;  who  fignalized  him¬ 
felf  for  his  valour,  about  the  time 
that  Dante  recalled  the  Mufes 
into  Italy  $  and,  as  this  latter 


^  Macchiave! 


gave 


CHARACTERS. 


2  3 


gave  a  new  life  to  poetry,  fo  did 
Cadruccio  to  the  military  art. 
Of  the  lowed  extraction,  he  raif- 
ed  himfelf  by  his  perfonal  merit 
alone  to  the  dominion  of  Lucca, 
of  Lunigiana,  of  part  of  the  Ri¬ 
viere  of  Genoa,  and  afterwards  of 
Pila  and  Piftoja  ;  and,  if  death 
had  not  put  a  if  op  to  his,  career, 
alter  he  had  jult  brought  to  a 
fuccefsful  iffue  a  moft  important 
enterpriie  againd  the  Florentines, 
he  would  in  the  end  have  made 
himfelf  matter  of  all  Tufcany. 
Critics  will  have  it,  that  he  took 
the  thread  only  from  real  hi  dory, 
the  textijre  being  entirely  his  own  ; 
and  that,  in  imitation  of  Xeno¬ 
phon’s  Cyropaidia,  he  wiflied  to 
exhibit  Cadruccio  to  the  world, 
as  a  model  of  civil  and  military 
conduCf.  That  this  was  really  the 
cafe,  may  be  inferred  from  fome 
exprefiions  of  the  ancients,  which 
he  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Caftruc¬ 
cio  ;  and  in  particular  from  the 
variation  that  is  obfervable  be¬ 
tween  the  fadfs  he  lays  down  in 
the  Life ,  and  thofe  which  he  has 
related  of  him  in  the  Hidory  of 
Florence.  In  the  former  he  gives 
free  fcope  to  his  imagination  ; 
whereas  in  the  latter  he  follows  the 
authority  of  Villani,  a  contem¬ 
porary  author  ;  who  neverthelfs 
reprefents  Caftruccio  to  have  been 
magnanimous,  prudent,  dexterous, 
diligent,  indefatigable,  brave,  and 
at  the  fame  time  cool  in  battle, 
and  extremely  fortunate  in  his 
enterprifes.  Such  in  faCt  does  he 
fli  ew  himfelf  in  all  his  aCtions. 
That  might  be  truly  called  a  de- 
fign  worthy  of  a  Caefar,  which  he 
had  formed,  of  throwing  a  dam 
acrofs  the  (freights  of  the  Golfo- 
line  rock,  that  he  might  make 
hmfelf  mailer  of  the  city  of  Flo¬ 
rence,  by  caufing  the  waters  of 


the  Arno  to  overflow  it.  He 
(hewed  prodigious  ingenuity  in 
the  liege  of  Pilloja,  a  little  before 
his  death  ;  having  made  ule  of  fe- 
veral  curious  machines,  particu¬ 
larly  the  wooden  tower  of  the 
ancients,  and  fortified  his  camp 
in  a  mod  admirable  manner  a- 
gaind  the  town,  and  dill  more  fo 
againd  the  Florentines,  who  at¬ 
tempted  in  vain  to  relieve  it  :  fo 
that  'nothing  can  be  richer  than 
this  piece  of  embroidery,  as  we 
may  call  it,  wrought  by  the  fe- 
cretary. 

Three  battles  were  given  by 
Cadruccio,  which  were  embel- 
1  idled,  if  not  entirely  planned,  by 
Macchiavel  ;  who  feems  in  his  re¬ 
lation  of  them  to  be  fond  of  (hew¬ 
ing  his  military  knowledge.  The 
firft  was  at  Mount  Carlo,  not  far 
from  Pefcia,  when  Cadruccio 
ferved  under  Uguccione  della 
Faggiuola,  who  commanded  the 
combined  forces  of  the  Pifans  and 
Lucchefe  againd  the  Florentines. 
Illnefs  having  obliged  Uguccione 
to  leave  the  camp,  the  enemy  took 
courage,  thinking  they  could  eafily 
beat  an  army  without  a  comman¬ 
der.  They  accordingly  marched 
out,  and  offered  battle  every  day, 
eager  to  come  to  adtion,  and  in 
their  own  minds  fure  of  gaining 
the  vidfory.  Cadruccio  did  all' 
in  his  power  to  confirm  them 
in  this  opinion,  fhewing  every 
fign  of  fear,  and  not  differing  any 
one  to  go  without  the  entrench¬ 
ments.  At  length,  having  learnt 
the  difpofition  of  the  Florentines, 
who  placed  the  floiver  of  their 
troops  in  the  center,  and  the 
weaker  upon  the  flanks,  lie  fallied 
out,  forming  his  army  in  an  cp- 
pofite  order  ;  and  having  ordered 
his  center  to  move  flow,  whilft 
the  wings  advanced  rapidly,  the 
C  4  bed 
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Ibeft  of  his  troops  came  to  engage 
the  worth  of  the  enemy’s  •  by 
which  manoeuvre  he  obtained  the 
victory. 

The  next  battle  was  fought 
upon  the  hill  of  Serravalle,  which 
lies  at  the  end  of  the  vale  of  Nie- 
vole,  between  Pefcia  and  Piftoja. 
The  Lucchefe  were  encamped  on 
one  fide  of  the  hill,  and  the  Flo¬ 
rentines  on  the  other.  It  was  Caf- 
truccio’s  intention  to  engage  the 
enemy  in  this  narrow  pafs  ;  where 
liis  troops  could  not,  before  the 
aCtion  fhould  begin,  difcover  their 
number,  and  would  have  the  ad' 
vantage  of  the  ground.  The  night 
before  the  battle,  he  took  the  pre¬ 
caution  of  occupying  fecretly  the 
caftle  of  Serravalle,  which  was 
lituated  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  at 
a  little  diftance  from  the  road  } 
and  in  that  war  obferved  a  perfect 
neutrality.  This  done,  he  puts 
his  army  in  motion  betimes  in  the 
morning  |  and  about  break  of 
day,  his  infantry  falls  in  with  the 
cavalry  of  the  advanced  guard  of 
the  Florentine  army,  who  were 
afcending  the  hill  on  the  other  fide, 
with  little  expectation  of  meeting 
Caftruccio.  The  advantage  he 

o 

had  of  attacking  the  Florentines 
unexpectedly,  and  of  flanking  them 
fiom  the  caftle,  gained  him  the 
battle. 

The  third  victory  which  he  'ob¬ 
tained  over  the  fame  enemy,  was 
no  lefs  fignal.  They  were  en¬ 
camped  at  St.  Miniato,  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  Arno,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Pifa.  Having  fecured 
Pifa  with  a  ftrong  garrifon, 
Caftruccio  pitched  his  camp  at 
Fuceccbio,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river  •  a  ftrong  and  commodious 
petition.  He  kept  at  a  little  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  Arno,  in  order  to 
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encourage  the  Florentines  to  pafs 
it.  His  defign  fucceeded  :  and  no 
fooner  had  they  begun  one  morn¬ 
ing  to  ford  it  with  a  part  of  their 
army,  than  Caftruccio,  having 
divided  his  forces  into  two  lines, 
fell  upon  them  with  the  firft. 
The  fight  was  obftinate ;  Caf¬ 
truccio  being  inferior  in  force, 
but  with  the  advantage  of  engaging 
troops  who  were  in  diforder :  for 
the  Florentines,  not  having  all 
crofted  the  river,  had  not  time  to 
form  their  line  of  battle.  Mean¬ 
while  he  detaches  two  corps  of 
infantry,  one  higher  up,  and  the 
other  lower  down  the  river,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  from  paffing  it, 
in  order  to  take  him  in  flank. 
The  fortune  of  the  day  ftill  remain¬ 
ed  in  fufpenfe,  the  Florentines 
making  a  vigorous  defence  a  gain. ft 
the  troops  of  Caftruccio,  as  faft 
as  they  gained  the  bank.  CaF 
truccio  then  ordered  his  fecond 
line  to  relieve  the  firft  ;  which, 
being  compofed  of  frefti  troops, 
fo on  broke  the  Florentines,  who 
were  nearly  exhaufted,  and  drove 
them  into  the  river.  That  part 
of  the  Florentine  cavalry,  which 
had  hitherto  remained  unbroken, 
wras  obliged  to  give  way,  when 
attacked  at  once  by  Caftruccio’s 
cavalry,  and  by  his  infantry, 
which  had  no  longer  any'  of  the 
Florentine  infantry  to  oppofe 
them. 

With  fuch  fkill  and  dexterity 
does  Caftruccio  fight  his  battles, 
according  to  the  fecretary’s  ac¬ 
count  of  them.  If  his  relations 
are  not  true,  we  muft  allow  them 
at  leaft  to  be  plaufible  •  and  they 
may  perhaps  induce  us  to  think 
with  Ariftotle,  that  fi&ion  is  more 
inftructive  than  hiftory. 

Extra $ 
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Extraft  from  the  Confessions 
of  J.  J.  Rouffeau,  tranflated from 
ihe  French  of  j.  J.  RoufTeau. 

HOW  much  did  the  firft  fight 
of  Paris  bely  the  idea  I  had 
of  it  .1  The  external  decoration 
I  had  Teen  at  Turin,  the  beauty 
of  the  ftreets,  the  fymmetry  and 
fquarenefs  of  the  houfes,  induced 
me  to  feek  at  Paris  If  ill  more.  I 
had  figured  to  myfelf  a  city  as 
beautiful  as  large,  of  the  moll 
impofing  afpedl,  where  nothing 
was  Teen  but  fuperb  ftreets  and 
marble  or  golden  palaces-  Coming 
in  at  the  fuburbs  St.  Marceau, 
I  Taw  none  but  little,  dirty,  {link¬ 
ing  ftreets,  ugly  black  houfes,  the 
appearance  of  naftinefs,  poverty, 
beggars,  carters,  old  cloath  botch¬ 
ers,  criers  of  ptifan  and  old  hats. 
All  thefe  things  ftruck  me,  at 
firft,  to  Tuch  a  degree,  that  all  I 
have  Teen  at  Paris,  really  magni¬ 
ficent,  has  not  been  able  to  deftroy 
this  firft  impreftion,  and  that  there 
frill  remains  a  Tecret  difguft  to  the 
refidence  of  this  capital.  1  can  fay 
the  whole  time  I  afterwards  re¬ 
mained  there,  was  employed  in 
feeking  refources  which  might 
enable  me  to  live  far  from  it. 
Such  is  the  fruit  of  a  too  adtive 
imagination,  which  exaggerates 
beyond  the  exaggerations  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  always  fees  more  in  a 
thing  than  has  been  heard.  ]  had 
heard  Paris  To  much  boafted  of,  I 
looked  on  it  like  ancient  Babylon, 
from  which  I  fliould,  perhaps, 
have  found  full  as  much  to  dedudt, 
had  I  feen  it,  from  the  pidlure  I 
had  drawn  of  it.  The  fame  thing 
happened  to  me  at  the  opera, 
where  I  haftened  to  go  the  mor¬ 
row  of  my  arrival :  the  fame  af¬ 
terwards  happened  at  Verfailles  • 
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after  that,  likewise,  on  feeing  the 
fea  ;  and  the  fame  thing  will  al¬ 
ways  happen  to  me,  on  feeing 
any  thing  too  much  extolled  ;  for 
it  is  impoffible  to  mankind,  and 
difficult  to  Nature  itfelf,  to  f'urpafs 
the  richnefs  of  my  imagination. 

From  the  manner  I  was  received 
by  all  thofe  for  whom  1  had  letters, 

I  thought  my  fortune  made.  Him 
I  was  moft  recommended  to,  and 
leaft  careffed  by,  was  M.  de  Sur- 
beck,  retired  from  the  fervice,  and 
living  philofophicaily  at  Bagneux, 
where  I  went  feveral  rimes  to  fee 
him,  without  his  once 'offering  me 
even  a  glafs  of  water.  I  was 
better  received  by  Madame  de 
Merveilleux,  fifter-in-law  to  the 
interpreter,  and  by  his  nephew, 
an  officer  in  the  guards  The  mo¬ 
ther  and  Ton  not  only  received  me 
well,  but  offered  me  their  table, 
of  which  1  often  benefited  during 
my  ftay  at  Paris.  Madam  de 
Marveilleux  appeared  to  me  to 
have  been  handfome  $  her  hair  was 
a  beautiful  black,  and  formed,  in 
the  old  fa  lb  ion,  ringlets  on  her 
forehead.  That  which  does  not 
perifti  with  beauty  ftiil  remained, 
an  agreeable  mind.  She  Teemed 
pleafed  with  mine,  and  did  all  in 
her  power  to  ferve  me  ;  but  no 
one  feconded  her,  and  I  was  Toon 
undeceived  on  all  this  great  inte- 
reft  they  appeared  to  take  in  my 
behalf.  I  muft,  however,  do  the 
French  juftice  ;  they  do  not 
fmother  you  with  proteftations,  as 
is  laid  of  them  ;  and  thofe  they 
make  are  almoft  always  fincere  ; 
but  they  have  a  manner  of  inte- 
refting  themfelves  in  your  favour, 
which  deceives  you  more  than 
words.  The  coarfe  compliments 
of  the  S  wifs  can  impofe  on  fools 
only.  The  French  manners  are 

more 
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more  feducing,  only  b^caufe  they 
are  more  fimple  j  you  think  they 
don’t  tell  you  all  they  intend  to 
do  for  you,  to  mrprife  you  more 
agreeably.  I  fiiali  go  farther :  they 
are  not  falfe  in  their  demonfira- 
tions  •  they  are  naturally  officious, 
humane,  benevolent,  and  even, 
whatever  may  be  faid  of  it,  more 
downright  than  any  other  nation  ; 
but  they  are  light  and  airy.  They 
have,  in  effedt,  the  fentiment  they 
exprels  j  but  this  fentiment  goes 
off  as  it  came-  While  fpeaking  to 
you,  they  are  full  of  you  :  go  out 
of  their  fight,  they  have  forgot 
you.  Nothing  is  permanent  in 
them  ’  every  thing  with  them  hafts 
but  a  moment. 

I  was  therefore  flattered  much, 
ferved  little.  The  Colonel  God¬ 
ard,  whofe  nephew  I  was  to  be 
with,  feeing  my  diftrels,  and  al¬ 
though  rolling  in  riches,  wanted 
me  for  nothing.  He  pretended  I 
ihould  be  with  his  nephew,  a  kind 
of  valet  without  wages  rather  than 
as  a  rfeai  tutor.  Continually  en¬ 
gaged  with  him,  and  by  that  dif- 
penfed  from  duty,  I  mull  live  on 
my  cadet’s  pay,  that  is,  a  foldier’s  ; 
it  was  with  trouble  he  contented  to 
give  me  a  uniform  -  he  had  been 
glad  to  put  me  oft"  with  that  of 
the  regiment.  Madam  de  Mer- 
veilleux,  enraged  at  his  propofals, 
advifed  me  herfelf  not  to  accept 
them  ;  her  fon  was  of  the  fame 
opinion.  Other  things  were  fought, 
but  nothing  found.  I  began,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  in  want  ;  an  hundred 
livres,  on  which  I  had  made 
my  journey,  could  not  carry  me 
far.  Happily,  I  received  from 
the  ambaflador  a  trifling  remit¬ 
tance,  which  was  very  ufeful ; 
and  1  believe  he  had  not  difcarded 
me,  had  I  had  more  patience  : 


but  to  languish,  wait,  folicit,  are, 
to  me,  impoflibinties.  1  was  dis¬ 
couraged,  appeared  no  more,  and 
all  was  at  an  end.  I  had  not  for¬ 
got  my  poor  Mamma  •  but  how 
to  find  her  ?  where  to  feek  her  ? 
Madam  de  Merveilleux,  who 
knew  my  ftory,  affifted  me  in  the 
rdearch,  but  long  to  no  purpofe. 
At  ffift  fb.e  told  me  that  Madam  de 
Warens  had  been  gone  more  than 
two  months,  but  it  was  not  known 
whether  to  Savoy  or  Turin,  and 
that  fome  faid  fhe  was  returned  to 
Switzerland.  Nothing  more  was 
neceftary  to  determine  me  to  fol¬ 
low  her,  ceitain,  that,  'wherever 
ilie  might  be,  I  fhould  find  her  in 
the  country  much  eafier  than  I 
could  have  done  at  Paris. 

Before  my  departure,  I  exer* 
cifed  my  new  poetical  talent,  in 
an  epiftle  to  Colonel  Godard,  in 
which  I  bantered  him  as  well  as  I 
could.  I  ihewed  this  fcrawl  to 
Madam  de  Merveilleux,  who  in- 
ftead  of  cenfuring  me,  as  fhe 
ought,  laughed  heartily  at  my 
farcafms,  and  her  fon  likewrfe, 
who,  I  believe,  did  not  love  Mr, 
Godard  ;  it  muft  be  owned  he 
was  not  amiable.  I  was  tempted 
to  fend  him  my  verfes,  they  en¬ 
couraged  me  *•  1  made  a  parcel  of 
them  directed  to  him  ;  and,  as 
there  was  no  penny-poft  then  •  at 
Paris,  I  fent  it  from  Auxerre  in 
pafling  through  that  place.  I 
laugh  yet,  fometimes,  on  think¬ 
ing  of  the  grimaces  he  muft  have 
made  on  reading  his  panegyric, 
where  he  was  painted  ftroke  by 
ftroke.  It  began  thus  : 

Tu  croyois,  vieux  Pemrd,  qu’une  folle 
manie 

D’elever  ton  neveu  m’infpireroit  Tenvie. 

This  little  piece,  badly  com- 

pofed 
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pcfed  in  fa&,  but  which  did  not 
want  fait,  and  which  fhewed  a  ta¬ 
lent  for  fatire,  is  neverthelels  the 
only  fatirical  work  that  ever  came 
from  my  pen.  My  mind  is  too 
little  inclined  to  hatred,  to  glory 
in  this  kind  of  talent  ;  but  I 
fancy  you  may  judge  by  fome 
pieces  of  controverfy,  written  from 
time  to  time  in  my  defence,  that 
had  I  been  of  a  warring  humour, 
my  aggreflfors  had  feldom  had  the 
laughers  on  their  fide. 

What  I  mod  regret  in  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  my  life,  which  1  do  net  re¬ 
member,  is  not  having  kept  a  jour¬ 
nal  of  my  travels.  Never  did  I  think, 
exifi;,  live,  or  was  myfelf,  if  I  may 
fay  fo,  fo  much  as  in  thofe  I  made 
alone  and  on  foot.  Walking  has 
fomething  which  animates  and  en¬ 
livens  my  ideas  :  i  can  fcarcely 
think  when  I  ftand  dill ;  my  body 
mild  dir  in  order  to  itir  my  mind. 
The  view  of  the  country,  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  agreeable  fights,  a  good 
air,  a  good  appetite,  and  good 
health,  i  get  by  walking  ;  the 
freedom  of  inns,  the  didance  of 
thofe  pbjedts  which  force  me  to  fee 
fubjectrm,  of  every  thing  which 
reminds  me  of  my  condition,  the 
whole  gives  a  loofe  to  my  foul, 
gives  me  more  boldnefs  of  thought, 
carries  me,  in  a  manner,  into  the 
immenfity  of  beings,  fo  that  I 
combine  them,  chufe  them,  ap¬ 
propriate  them  to  my  will,  with¬ 
out  fear  or  redraint.  1  imperi- 
oufiy  difpoi'e  of  ail  Nature  :  my 
heart,  wandering  from  object  to 
objeft,  unites,  becomes  the  fame 
with  thofe  which  engage  it,  is 
compalfed  about  by  delightful 
images,  grows  drunk  v/ith  delici¬ 
ous  feniations.  If  to  determine 
them,  I  divert  myfelf  by  painting 
them  in  my  mind,  what  vigorous 
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touches,  what  refplender.t  colour¬ 
ing,  what  energy  of  expreifion  do 
I  not  give  them  !  We  have,  you’ll 
fay,  been  all  this  in  your  works, 
though  written  in  the  decline  of 
life.  Oh  !  had  you  known  thofe 
of  the  flower  of  my  youth,  thole 
I  made  during  my  travels,  thofe  1 

compoied  but  never  wrote . 

Why,  fay  you,  did  you  not  write 
them  ?  And  why  write  them,  J 
anfwer  you  j  why  withdraw  my¬ 
felf  from  the  abtual  charms  of  en¬ 
joyment,  to  tell  others  I  did  en¬ 
joy  ?  What  cared  I  for  readers, 
the  public,  and  the  whole  earth, 
while  1  was  fwimming  in  the 
heavens  ?  Bcfides,  did  I  carry 
ink  and  paper  ?  Had  I  thought 
of  all  thefe  things,  nothing  had 
frruck  me  I  did  not  forefee  I 
iliould  have  ideas  ;  they  come 
when  they  pleafe,  not  when  i 
pleafe  ,•  they  overwhelm  me  with 
number  and  force.  Ten  volumes 
a  day  had  not  fufHced.  Where 
borrow  time  to  write  them  ?  On 
arriving  I  thought  of  nothing  but 
a  hearty  dinner.  On  departing  I 
thought  of  nothing  but  trudging 
on.  I  faw  a  new  Paradife  awaited 
me  at  the  door  •  1  ran  off  to 
catch  it. 

I  never  felt  all  this  fo  much  as 
in  the  journey  I  am  fpeaking  of. 
In  earning  to  Paris  J  was  confined 
to  Ideas  relative  to  the  bufinels  I 
was  going  on.  I  launched  into 
the  career  1  was  going  to  run,  and 
iliould  have  run  through  it  with 
glory  enough,  hut  this  career  was 
not  that  my  heart  called  me  to, 
and  real  beings  prejudiced  imagi¬ 
nary  ones-  Colonel  Godard  and 
his  nephew  made  poor  figures 
when  oppofed  to  a  hero  like  me. 
Thanks  to  Heaven  !  I  was  now 
delivered  from  all  thefe  obftacles  - 

I  could 
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I  could  plunge  at  will  into  the  gammon  of  bacon  very  enticing, 
land  of  chimeras,  for  nothing  though  already  cut,  and  a  bottle 
more  was  leen  before  me.  And  I  of  wine,  whole  appearance  raifed 
was  fo  far  bewildered  in  it,  I  my  fpirits  more  than  all  the  reft, 
really  loft,  feveral  times,  my  road.  An  omelet  pretty  thick  was  added 
I  had  been  very  forty  to  have  gone  to  ihefe,  and  I  made  a  dinner  fuch 
ftraighter  ;  tor  finding,  at  Lyons,  as  thole  only  who  travel  on  foot 
1  was  aim  oft  on  earth  again,  I  had  were  ever  acquainted  with.  When 
been  glad  never  to  have  reached  I  offered  to  pay,  his  uneafinefs 

u  ^  T  anc^  *ears  caiTie  on  him  again,  he 

One  cay,  among  others,  going  would  not  take  my  money;  he 
on  ptirpofe  out  or  my  road,  the  returned  it  with  extraordinary 
better  to  fee  a  fpot  which  appeared  agitation  ;  and  the  pleafanteft  of 
ny.mirable,  I  was  fo  delighted  all  was,  I  could  not  imagine  what 
with  it,  and  went  around  St  fo  he  had. to  dread.  At  laft  he  pro- 
often,  1  entirely  loft  myfelf.  Af-  nounced  with  trembling  thefe  ter- 
ter  running  backwards  and  for-  ribie  words,  Officers  and  Cellar- 
wards  feveral  hours  in  vain,  tired  rats.  He  made  me  under  ftand 
and  dying  of  hunger  and  ihirft,  that  he  hid  his  wine  for  fear  of  the 
1  ( went  to  a  country  peri  on’s,  excife,  his  bread  for  fear  of  the 
whofe  houfe  had  not  a  very  good  poll-tax,  and  that  he  was  a  ruined 
appearance,  but  it  was  the  only  man,  had  they  the  leaft  doubt  but 
one  I  faw  near  me.  I  thought  it  that  he  was  ftarving  with  hunger, 
was  as  it  is  at  Geneva  or  Swizer-  Every  thing  he  told  me  on  this 
land,  where  every  inhabitant,  who  fubject,  of  which  I  had  not  the 
could  afford  it,  might  exercife  leaft  idea,  made  an  impreffion  on 
bolpitality,  ^  I  begged  .  this  man  me  that  will  never  wear  away. 
tO  let  me  dine  with  him  lor  my  T  his  was  the  fp ting  and  fource  of 
money.  He  orrered  me  fome  that  inextingui/bable  hatred  which 
fkmimed  nffik  and  coarfe  barley  hath  fince  unfolded  itfelf  in  my 
bread,  and  told  me  ’twas  all  he  heart,  again  ft  the  vexations  the 
^  drank  the  milk  with  plea-  poor  people  experience,  and  a- 
-tiie,  and  eat  the  bread,  ftraw  gain  ft  their  oppreffors.  This  man, 
and  all  :  but  this  was  not  very  though  in  eafy  circmnftances’ 
strengthening  to  a  man  exhaufted  dared  not  eat  the  bread  he  had 
with  fatigue.  The  countryman,  earned  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow, 
who  examined  me,  judged  of  the  and  could  efcape  ruin  folely  by  an 
truth  of  my  ftory  by  that  of  my  appearance  of  that  want  which 
appetite.  Having  told  me  that  was  feen  all  around  him.  I  went 
5 e  very  well  faw*  i  was  a  good-  from  his  houfe  with  as  much  in- 
manned.,  honeft  young  man,  who  dignation  as  pity,  deploring  the 
Was  not  come  there  to  betray  him,  fate  of  thefe  beautiful  countries,  to 
he  .opened  a  little  trap  door,  near  which  nature  has  been  laviffi  in 
the,  ,  kitchen,  went  down,  and  in  her  gifts,  only  to  fall  a  prev  to 
an  intrant  came  back  with  a  good  barbarous  publicans, 
he  u  fell  old  loaf  of  pure  wheat,  a  This  is  the  only  thing  I  di- 

*  ^eerns  *  nob  at  sbis  time,  the  phyfiognomy  they  have  fince  given 
me  in  my  portraits.  6 

ftin£t!y 
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ftin&ly  remember  of  all  that  hap¬ 
pened  in  this  journey.  I  recoiled 
only  one  thing  more,  that,  in 
approaching  Lyons,  I  was  tempted 
to  prolong  my  travels  by  going  to 
fee  the  borders  of  the  Lignon  :  for 
among  the  romances  I  read  at  my 
father’s,  Aftrea  had  not  been  for¬ 
gotten  ;  it  came  more  frequently 
to  my  mind  than  any  other  thing. 
I  afked  the  way  to  Forez,  and,  in 
chatting  with  a  landlady,  fbe  told 
me  it  was  a  rare  country  for  work¬ 
men,  that  it  contained  many 
forges,  and  that  good  iron  work 
was  done  there.  This  encomium 
at  once  calmed  my  romantic  cu- 
riofity  ;  1  did  not  think  proper  to 
go  to  feek  Diana’s  and  Silvanus’s 
amidft  a  generation  of  black- 
fmiths.  The  good  old  woman  who 
encouraged  me  in  this  manner, 
certainly  took  me  for  a  journeyman 
lockfmith. 

I  did  not  quite  go  to  Lyons 
without  fome  view.  On  my  arri- 
rival,  1  went  to  fee,  at  the  Cha- 
fottes,  Mil's  du  Chatelet,  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  Madam  de  Warens, 
and  for  whom  fhe  had  given  me 
a  letter  when  1  came  with  M  le 
Maitre  ;  it  was,  therefore,  an 
acquaintance  already  made.  Mifs 
du  Chatelet  told  me,  that,  in  fact, 
her  friend  had  paffed  through 
Lyons,  but  fhe  could  not  tell 
whether  fbe  had  continued  her 
road  as  fhr  as  Piedmont,  and  that 
flie  was  uncertain  herfelf,  at  her 
departure,  whether  or  no  fhe 
fhould  not  flop  in  Savoy  ;  that, 
if  I  chofe,  fhe  would  write  in 
order  to  learn  fomething  of  her, 
and  that  the  belt  way  was  to  wait 
the  anl'wer  at  Lyons.  I  accepted 
the  offer  ;  but  dared  not  tell  Mifs 
du  Chatelet  a  fpeedy  anfwer  was 
Heceffary ;  and  that  my  little  ex- 
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haulted  purfe  did  not  leave  me  in 
a  condition  to  wait  long,  ft  wa$ 
not  her  bad  reception  that  with¬ 
held  me.  On  the  contrary,  fhe 
fhewed  me  much  kindnefs,  and! 
treated  me  in  a  file  of  equality 
that  difheartened  me  from  letting 
her  fee  my  fituation,  and  defend¬ 
ing  from  the  line  of  good  com¬ 
pany  to  that  of  a  beggar. 

I  think  I  clearly  fee  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  all  I  have  mentioned  in 
this  book.  I,  neverthelefs,  feena 
to  recollefl,  in  the  fame  interval, 
another  journey  to  Lyons,  whofe 
place  I  cannot  fix,  and  in  which 
1  was  much  Heightened,  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  extremities  to 
which  I  was  reduced,  does  not 
contribute  to  recall  it  agreeably 
to  my  memory.  Had  I  done  like 
fome  others,  had  I  pofTefTed  the 
talent  of  borrowing  and  running 
in  debt  at  my  lodging,  1  had  eafily 
got  through  ;  but  in  this  my 
aptnefs  equalled  my  repugnance  - 
and  to  imagine  the  point  to  which 
I  carried  both  one  and  the  other, 
it  is  fufficient  to  know,  that,  hav¬ 
ing  fpent  almoft  my  whole  life  in 
hardfhips,  and  often  at  the  point 
of  wanting  bread,  it  never  hap¬ 
pened  to  me,  once  in  my  life,  to 
be  afked,  by  a  creditor,  for  mo¬ 
ney,  without  giving  it  him  that 
infant.  I  never  could  contract 
bawling  debts,  and  was  always 
fonder  of  differing  than  owing. 

To  be  reduced  to  lie  in  the 
ftreet  was  certainly  differing,  and 
this  happened  to  me  feveral  times 
at  Lyons.  I  chofe  to  employ  the 
few  halfpence  that  remained,  in 
paying  for  bread  rather  than  a 
lodging  ;  becaufe,  after  all,  !  ran 
lefs  hazard  for  dying  for  want  of 
fleep  than  bread.  It  is  furpriling, 
that,  in  this  cruel  fituation,  I  was 

neither 


go  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


neither  imeafy  nor  dull.  I  had  not 
the  leafc  care  for  future  days,  I 
waited  the  aniwers  Mils  du  Cha- 
fcelet  was  to  receive,  lodging  in  the 
open  air,  and  deeping  ftretched 
on  the  earth,  or  on  a  bench,  with 
the  fame  eafe  as  on  a  bed  of  down. 
I  remember  to  have  palled  even  a 
delightful  night  out  of  the  city, 
on  a  road  which  borders  the 
Rhone  or  the  Sapne,  I  dont  recol¬ 
lect  which  of  the  two.  Gardens 
forming  terraces  bordered  the  road 
on  the  opp  fite  fide.  It  had  been 
extremely  hot  that  day  ;  the 
evening  was  charming  ;  the  dew 
moiitened  the  drooping  gials  •  no 
wind,  a  ftill  night  j  the  air  was 
frefii,  but  not  cold  ;  the  fun  being 
let  had  left  red  vapours  in  the 
heavens,  whofe  reflection  gave  to 
th  e  water  the  colour  of  a  role  ;  the 
trees  on  the  terrace  were  covered 
with  nightingales,  who  anfwered 
each  other’s  notes.  I  walked 
about  in  a  fort  of  extacy,  giving 
up  my  feelings  and  heart  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  whole,  and  figh- 
ing  a  little  with  grief  at  enjoying 
it  alone.  Abforbed  in  delightful 
meditation,  the  night  was  far 
advanced  before  I  perceived  my 
lengthened  walk  had  t  red  my  weary 
limbs.  1  perceived  it  at  {aft.  I 
laid  mvfelf  luxuriously  on  the  ftep 
of  a  fort  of  niche  or  falfe  door  in 
the  terrace  walk  :  the  canopy  of 
my  bed  was  formed  by  the  tops  of 
trees  ;  a  nightingale  was  precifely 
over  my  head  ;  his  mufic  lulled  me 
afleep  :  my  {lumbers  were  foft, 
my  waking  was  more  fo.  It  was 
broad  day ;  my  eyes,  on  opening, 
faw  water,  verdure,  and  an  ad¬ 
mirable  Undfcape.  I  got  up, 
Shook  rnyfelf,  hunger  feized  me. 

I  made,  gayl y,  the  beft  of  my 
way  towards  town,  refolved  to 


fpend  on  a  good  breakfaft  the  la  ft 
two  pieces  I  had  left.  I  was  in 
fo  excellent  a  humour  as  to  go 
finging  along  all  the  way,  and,  l 
alfo  remember,  I  fung  a  cantata 
of  Batiftm  I  had  by  heart,  intftled 
the  Baths  oj  Bh  ornery.  God  blefs 
the  good  Bafiftin  and  his  good 
cantata,  which  brought  me  a 
better  breakfaft  than  what  I  ex¬ 
pended,  and  ftill  a  better  dinner, 
which  I  did  not  expert  at  all.  In 
the  height  of  my  walking  and 
finging,  I  heard  fome  one  behind 
me.  [  look  round,  I  fee  an  An- 
tonine  following  me,  and  feeming 
to  liften  to  me  with  plealure.  He 
accofts  me,  bids  me  good  morn¬ 
ing,  and  afks  if  I  know  mufic  } 
I  anfwered,  a  little ,  to  make  it 
believed  a  great  deal.  He  con¬ 
tinues  to  queftion  me  ;  I  tell  a 
part  of  my  ftory.  He  aiks  me 
whether  I  ever  copied  mufic  ? 
Often,  fay  I,  which  was  true ; 
my  beft  method  of  learning  was 
by  copying-  '  Well,  fays  he,  come 
with  me  ;  I  can  employ  you  a  few 
days,  during  which  time  you  {half 
want  nothing,  provided  you  con- 
fent  to  not  going  out  of  the  room. 
I  willingly  acquiefced,  and  follow¬ 
ed  him. 

This  Antonine  was  named  Ro- 
lichon,  was  fond  of  mufic,  urn 
derftood  it,  and  fung  in  little 
concerts  he  gave  his  friends. 
There  was  nothing  in  ihis  but  in¬ 
nocence  and  decency  ;  but  this 
lafte  degenerated,  no  doubt,  into 
paflion,  of  which  he  was  obliged 
to  conceal  a  part.  He  conducted 
me  to  a  little  room  I  occupied, 
whore  I  found  a  deal  of  mufic  he 
had  copied.  He  gave  me  more  to 
copy,  particularly  the  cantata  I 
fung,  and  which  he  intended  to 
fing  in  a  iitde  time.  1  ftaid  there 
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three  or  four  days,  copying  the 
whole  time  I  did  not  eat  ;  lor  in 
my  life  I  never  was  lo  hungry 
or  better  fed.  He  brought  my 
meals  himfelf  from  the  kitchen  ; 
they  muft  have  had  a  good  one, 
if  their  living  was  equal  to  mine. 
In  my  days  I  have  not  eat  with  fo 
much  plealure  ;  and  I  muft  own 
thefe  bits  came  in  the  nick  of  time, 
for  I  was  as  dry  as  wood.  I  work 
with  nearly  as  good  a  heart  as  I 
eat,  which  is  not  faying  a  little. 
It  is  true  1  was  not  lb  correct  as 
diligent.  Some  days  after,  M. 
Rolichon,  whom  1  met  in  the 
ftreet,  told  me  my  parts  could  not 
be  performed  on  account  of  omif- 
fions,  duplications,  and  tranfpo- 
fitions.  I  muft  own  I  have,  in 
chufing  that,  chofe  the  only  fci- 
ence  in  the  world  for  which  I  was 
leaft  calculated.  Not  but  that  my 
notes  were  good,  and  that  I  copied 
very  clean  ;  but  the  tedioufnels 
of  a  long  job  diftradts  me  fo  much, 
that  I  lpend  more  time  in  fcratch- 
ing  out  than  in  noting  ;  and  if 
I  do  not  ufe  the  greateft  attention 
in  comparing  my  parts,  they  al¬ 
ways  caufe  the  performance  to 
fail.  I,  therefore,  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  do  well,  did  very  ill,  and 
to  get  on  quickly,  I  went  crofs. 
This  did  not  prevent  M.  Rolichon 
from  treating  me  well  the  whole 
time,  and  giving  me,  on  leaving 
him,  half-a-crown  1  little  deferved, 
but  which  fet  me  quite  on  foot 
again  ;  for  in  a  few  days  after 
J  received  news  from  mamma, 
who  was  at  Chambery,  and  money 
to  carry  me  to  her  ;  this  journey 
1  made  with  tranfport.  Since 
thefe  times  iny  finances  have  been 
very  low  ;  but  never  fo  as  to  go 
without  bread.  I  mention  this 
period  with  a  heart  fenfilfte  of  the 


attention  of  Providence.  It  was 
the  laft  time  of  my  life  I  felt 
hunger  and  mifery. 


Some  Account  of  the  Brahmins  of 
India  ;  jrom  the  Author  of  T ravels 
in  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa,  &c. 

A  LTHOUGH  we  are  not 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the 
hiftory  of  the  modern  Brahmins  of 
India,  as  might  he  expected,  from 
the  enlarged  knowledge,  com¬ 
merce,  and  curiofity  of  the  pre- 
fent  times  ;  yet  we  know  enough 
of  this  tribe,  to  conclude  with 
certainty,  that  they  have  dege¬ 
nerated  much  from  the  purity  of 
their  nnceftors.  I  know  not  whe¬ 
ther  fuch  calculators  as  Dr.  Price, 
might  not  be  able,  from  the  pre- 
fent  corrupt  ftate  of  the  Brahmins , 
to  compute  the  time  of  the  firfb 
inftitution  of  that  order.  All  reli¬ 
gious  fettaries,  in  the  courfe  of 
time,  degenerate  from  the  auftere 
virtues  of  their  firft  heads  or  lead¬ 
ers.  Chriftians  in  general,  and 
alfo  the  particular  Jeds  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth 
of  this  polition  ;  with  thefe  data , 
I  doubt  not  but  an  ingenious  cal¬ 
culator  might  inveftigate  the  age 
of  the  order  of  Brahmins,  and  con- 
fequently  that  of  the  Hindoo  em¬ 
pire,  with  which  that  dais  of  men. 
was  no  doubt  coeval. 

I  have  already  given  a  ill o r t 
fketch  of  what  the  Indian  priells 
were  near  two  thoufand  years  ago„ 
In  the  prefent  times  it  is  aliened, 
that  European  ufurpers  fometimes 
make  ufe  even  of  the  Brahmins  as 
tools  of  oppreftion,  and  as  inftrn- 
ments  of  plunder.  But  whatever 
their  lives  be,  their  do&rine  is  on 
the  whole  vet  pure  and  excellent  ; 
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for  among  feveral  errors,  they 
.maintain  thofe  truths  which  form 
the  harmony  of  the  world,  That 
there  is  one  fupreme  God,  and  that 
he  is  delighted  * with  charity  and 
good  works  mure  than  by  all  other 
facrifces.  In  general  their  reli¬ 
gious  tenets  are  very  confident 
with  the  ideas  which  are  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  divinity  in  Europe. 
Many  fuperfhtious  practices  have 
indeed  been  introduced  among  the 
generality  of  the  people.  Wooden 
images  are  placed  in  all  their 
temples,  and  on  certain  festivals 
are  exhibited  on  the  high  roads 
and  in  the  directs  of  towns.  Thefe 
have  impreffed  ftrangers  with  a 
notion  (that  the  Gentoos  are  idola¬ 
ters  •  when  in  truth  the  homage 
they  pay  to  their  images,  is  pre- 
cifeiy  with  the  fame  kind  with  that 
which  the  Roman  Catholics  yield 
to  the  images  of  our  Saviour  and 
the  faints,  which  are  only  meant  to 
awaken  attention,  and  to  give 
livelier  ideas  of  the  fubjects  of  their 
devotion.  7  his  I  have  been  re¬ 
peatedly  told  by  Gentoos ,  in  whofe 
judgment  and  veracity  I  repofe 
great  confidence.  7  he  images  of 
which  I  fpeak,  are  various,  and 
often  monftrous  in  their  forms. 
They  are  figures  intended  to  adum¬ 
brate  the  attributes  of  the  Deity 
by  vifible  reprefentations  of  their 
effects,  which  appear  in  the  works 
of  creation  and  providence.  Thus 
far  only  the  Gentoos  are  idola¬ 
ters,  that  in  worfhipping  the  great 
God  of  the  uniyerfe,  they  place 
before  their  bodily  eyes,  for  the 
information  of  their  minds,  fuch 
reprefentations  as  are  calculated  to 
recall,  in  a  vivid  manner,  to  their 
imaginations,  thofe  attributes  which 

fTfie  kail  civilized  of  all 


they  believe  that  Almighty  being 
only  to  poffefs. 

The  Hindoos,  as  well  as  the 
Perfians,  Tartars,  and  adjoining 
nations,  who  have  inhabited  Hln- 
doftan  fmce  it  was  conquered  by 
Tamerlane  or  Timurbeg,  though 
of  different  nations,  religions, 
laws,  and  cuftoms,  poffefs  never¬ 
theless,  in  equal  degrees,  hofpi- 
faliry,  po'itenefs,  and  addrefs. 
In  refinement  and  eafe  they  are 
fuperior  to  any  people  to  the  weft- 
ward  of  them.  In  politenefs  and 
addrefs,  in  gracefuinefs  of  deport¬ 
ment,  and  fpeech,  an  Indian  is  as 
much  fuperior  to  a  Frenchman  of 
fafhion,  as  a  French  courtier  is  to 
a  Dutch  burgo-mafter  of  Dorr*. 
A  Frenchman  is  indeed  by  no 
means  deficient  in  eafe  of  car¬ 
riage  ;  but  that  eafe  is  mixed  with 
forward  familiarity,  with  confi¬ 
dence,  and  felf  conceit.  The 
Hindoos,  especially  thofe  of  the 
higher  Cajles ,  are  in  their  de¬ 
meanour  eafy  and  unconftrained, 
ftill  more  than  even  a  French 
courtier  ;  but  their  eafe  and  free¬ 
dom.  is  referved,  modeft,  and  re- 
fpectful.  A  Frenchman  is  polite 
becaule  he  thinks  it  his  Honour  to 
be  polite  •'  an  Indian,  becaufe  he 
thinks  it  his  duty.  The  former 
is  polite  becaufe  he  regards  him- 
felf  •  the  latter  becaufe  he  refpefts 
you. 

Their  perfons  are  ftraight  and 
elegant,  their  limbs  finely  propor¬ 
tioned,  their  fingers  long  and  ta¬ 
pering,  their  countenances  open 
and  pleafant,  and  their  features 
exhibit  the  moft  delicate  lines  of 
beauty  in  the  females,  and  in  the 
males  a  kind  of  manly  foftnefs. 
Their  walk  and  gait,  as  well  as  their 

the  towns  in  Holland, 
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whole  deportment,  is  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  graceful.  The  drefs  of 
the  men  is  a  kind  of  dofe-bodied 
gown,  like  our  women’s  gowns, 
and  wide  trowfers,  refembling 
petticoats,  reaching  down  to  their 
flippers.  Such  of  the  women  as 
appear  in  public,  have  fhawls 
over  their  heads  and  fhoulders  *, 
ihort  clofe  jackets,  and  tight 
drawers  which  come  down  to  their 
ancles.  Hence  the  drefs  of  the 
men  gives  them  in  the  eyes  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  an  appearance  of  effemi¬ 
nacy  •  whereas  that  of  the  women 
will  appear  rather  mafculine  ;  fuch 
is  the  influence  of  habit  and  cuftom 
on  human  fentime.nts  ;  an  influence 
which  extends  not  merely  to  mat¬ 
ters*  of  tafte,  but,  as  the  inge¬ 
nious  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  Theory  of 
Moral  Sentiments ,  obferves,  to  ob¬ 
jects  of  higher  importance. 

Many  of  the  original  Hindoo 
tribes  or  Cafles\ ,  moft  of,  or  all  the 
defcendants  of  Moors,  as  well  as 
the  emigrants  which  pour  in  great 
fwarms  into  India,  from  Perfta 
and  the  adjacent  countries,  are 
brave,  intrepid,  and  cool  in  bat¬ 
tle. — Having  the  fame  weapons, 
and  under  fimilar  difcipline,  why 
fhould  they  not  be  a  match  for 
men  of  the  fame  country  and 
complexion  with  themfelves,  al¬ 
though  thofe  men  are  under  the 

sufpices  of  foreign  nations  > - * 

The  advantage  of  tnefe  aufpices 
may  doubtlefs  be  counterbalanced 
by  fuperiority  of  numbers,  and 
other  favourable  circumftances, 
which  it  is  needlefs  to  enumerate. 
Thefe  are  ferious  and  important 
objeCts  of  public  confideration  •  a 


negleCt  of  which  has  already  pro¬ 
duced  the  moft  alarming  Ioffes  in 
revenue*  and  difadvantages  in 
trade,  and  feems  indeed  to  threat¬ 
en  the  extinction  of  the  prefent 
Eaft  India  Company. 

From  the  difference  of  Caftes  or 
claffes  of  the  people  in  Hindoftan, 

I  mean  the  original  inhabitants, 
there  arifes  a  difference  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  drefs.  But  even  the  in¬ 
ferior  claffes  are  taught  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic  ;  the  youth 
are  taught,  not  within  doors,  but 
in  the  open  air  *  and  it  is  a  Angu¬ 
lar,  but  not  unpleafing  fpeCtacle, 
to  behold,  in  every  village,  a  ve¬ 
nerable  old  man,  reclined  on  a 
terraced  plain,  teaching  a  num¬ 
ber  of  furrounding  boys,  who  re¬ 
gard  him  with  the  utmoft  reve- 
reRce  and  attention,  like  a  fhep- 
herd  feeding  his  flock.  In  thofe 
Ample  feminaries,  where  the  want 
of  magnificent  halls  and  theatres 
is  divinely  compenfated  by  the  fpa- 
cious  canopy  of  Heaven,  the  gen¬ 
tle  and  traCtable  fons  of  the  Hin¬ 
doos  are  not  only  prepared  for  the 
bufinefs,  but  inftruCted  in  the 
duties  of  life  ;  a  profound  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  objeCt  or  objects  of 
religious  worfbip ;  reverence  of 
their  parents  ;  refpeCt  for  their 
feniors  •  juftice  and  humanity  to¬ 
wards  ail  men,  but  a  particular 
affection  for  thofe  of  their  own 
Cafe. 

The  Hindoo  language  is  beau¬ 
tiful,  expreflive,  and  nervous.  In 
reading  and  fpeaking,  the  Hin¬ 
doos  are  very  mufical.  Their 
lpeech,  like  that  of  the  Italians, 
flows  in  a  kind  of  numbers.  There 


*  Somewhat  refembling  the  plaids  of  N.  Britain,  and  the  black  veils  of  Bra¬ 
bant. 

f  Cafe  is  a  Portugucfc  word,  importing  a  clafs  or  tribe. 
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ii  a  dead  language,  underftood 
oily  by  the  literati  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  that  is,  the  priefts,  called 
the  Sanfcrit  language,  in  which 
their  facred  volumes  are  written, 
even  as  our  facred  feriptures  are 
written  in  Greek  and  Hebrew. 
But  whether  that  language  was 
originally  different  from  that  of 
the  country,  or  whether  it  has 
only  now  become  unintelligible  to 
the  people,  through  that  change 
which  is  incident  to  all  living  lan¬ 
guages,  is,  I  believe,  not  well 
known. 

Having  already  obferved,  that 
the  genius  of  the  Hindoos  is  ra¬ 
ther  imitative  than  inventive,  I 
need  fcarcely  add,  that  they  have 
lefs  curioiily  in  their  nature  than 
the  European  nations  have  ;  that 
they  do  not  vary  their  fafhions  ; 
and  that  they  are  not  fond  of  no¬ 
velty  beyond  the  prectnfls  of  their 
Hduims .  From  the  temper  and 
tenets  of  this  people,  as  well  as 
from  feverai  hints  in  antient  hif- 
torians,  it  appears  more  than  pro¬ 
bable,  that  the  lame  kind  of  gar¬ 
ments,  of  food,  of  furniture,  of 
buildings,  and  of  manners,  which 
obtained  among  their  progenitors 
th  oufands  of  years  ago,  actually 
prevails  among  the  Hindoo  tribes 
at  this  day.  In  like  manner,  the 
fame  profeffions  are  adhered  to  by 
the  fame  families  with  fuperfli- 
tious  exa&nefs.  Thofe  profelllons 
are  exceedingly  numerous.  This 
divifion  and  fubdivifion  of  em¬ 
ployment  and  labour  ;  the  vaft 
variety  of  Caffes  from  the  Brah- 
niines  down  to  the  fifherman*,  is 
one  proof,  among  many  others, 
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of  the  antiquity  of  the  Hindoo 
nation,  and  their  progrefs  in  the 
arts.  It  appears  very  fmgular, 
that  the  different  Cafles  are  not 
only  prohibited  from  intermarry¬ 
ing,  but  alfo  from  eating  with  one 
another,  and  even  from  eating  of 
the  fame  kind  of  food. 

Although  the  Gentoo  laws,  re¬ 
lative  to  Caftes,  their  education, 
food,  drefs,  marriages,  and  oc¬ 
cupations,  be  held  forth  as  reli¬ 
gious  tenets,  yet,  upon  inveili- 
gation,  they  will  be  found  to  have 
been  very  wife  and  falutary  politi¬ 
cal  inftitutions,  intended  to  give 
authority  to  government  >  to  fe* 
cure  the  fupreme  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  priefthood  ;  to  pre- 
ferve  to  the  community  different 
races  of  labourers,  artificers,  huf- 
bandmen,  warriors,  and  priefts., 
The  females  are  betrothed  when 
in  a  ftate  of  infancy,  and  mar¬ 
riages  are  confummated  as  foon 
as  the  parties  arrive  at  the  age  of 
puberty  ;  an  inftitution  which  is 
neceftary  to  the  population  of  the 
country  ;  which,  but  for  this  pre¬ 
caution,  would  be  greatly  dimi- 
nifhed  by  the  operation  of  the 
Gentoo  religion,  which  admits 
not  of  converts  from  other  reli¬ 
gions,  and  eafily  rejects  offenfive 
characters  from  the  number  of  its 
own  profeffors,  which  is  called 
the  Lojs  of  Cafe . 

The  Gentoos  are  perfuaded? 
that  the  waters  of  the  three  great 
rivers,  Ganges,  Kiftna,  and  In¬ 
dus,  have  the  facred  virtue  of  pu¬ 
rifying  thofe  who  bathe  in  them, 
from  all  pollutions  and  fins.  This 
religious  idea  feems  alfo  to  be 
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■^The  Fr^(®9n  °ir  3  fifherman  was,  of  all  profeffions,  the  humbleft  amongft 
•  Jews,  i  he  Son  of  God  exemplified  his  divine  power  in  making  fifliermen 

mftrurjwnts  of  propagating  the  golpel. 
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founded  on  a  principle  of  policy, 
and  intended  to  reftrain  the  na¬ 
tives  from  migrating  into  diftant 
countries :  for  it  is  remarkable, 
that  the  facred  rivers  I  have  juft 
now  mentioned,  are  fo  fttuated, 
that  there  is  not  any  part  of  In¬ 
dia  where  the  inhabitants  may  not 
have  an  opportunity  of  wa/hing 
■away  their  fins.  The  Ganges, 
which  rifes  in  the  mountains  of 
Thibet,  with  its  different  branches, 
runs  through  the  kingdoms  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriia,  and 
the  upper  provinces  of  Oude,  Ro- 
bilcund,  Agra,  Delhi,  and  La¬ 
hore.  7'he  Kiftna  divides  the 
Carnatic  from  Golconda,  and 
runs  through  the  Vifiapore  into 
the  interior  parts  of  the  Deccan. 
And  the  Indus  bounding  the  Gu- 
zurat  provinces,  feparates  Hin- 
doftan  from  the  dominions  of 
Ferfia. 

"1  he  food  of  the  Hindoos  is  fim- 
ple,  confifting  chiefly  of  rice, 
ghee,  which  is  a  kind  of  imper- 
fieft  butter,  milk,  vegetables,  and 
oriental  fpices  of  different  kinds, 
but  chiefly  what  is  called  in  the 
eaft,  chilly ,  and  in  the  weft,  green 
or  Cayen  pepper.  7  he  warrior 
cajle>  may  eat  of  the  flefli  of  goats, 
mution,  and  poultry,  which  is 
dreffed  into  carryss  and  pilaws*. 
Other  fuperior  Caftes  may  eat 
poultry  and  fifh ;  but  the  infe¬ 
rior  Caftes  are  prohibited  from 
eating  flefh  or  fifth  of  any  kind. 
Their  greateft  luxury  confifts  in 
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the  ufe  of  the  richeft  fpiceries 
and  perfumes,  of  which  the  great 
people  are  very  lavifh.  Their 
drefs,  in  point  of  richnefs,  is  pro¬ 
portioned  to  their  ftations :  their 
pomp  and  equipage  confifts  in  a 
numerous  retinue  of  fervants  of 
various  denominations,  who  at¬ 
tend  all  their  vifits  and  excurftons  ; 
in  the  dreffes  of  thofe  attendants ; 
the  elegance  of  their  palanquins  ; 
and  the  caparilons  of  their  horfes, 
camels,  and  elephants.  It  is  fu- 
perfluous  to  obferve,  that  in  con- 
fequence  of  this  multiplicity  of 
different  ranks,  the  Hindoos  have 
the  higheft  ideas  of  fubordination, 
and  pay  to  their  fuperiors  the  fame 
ready  deference  and  homage,  which 
they  expert  themfelves  from  their 
inferiors. 

Their  houfes  cover  much  ground, 
and  have  fpacious  galleries  and  ac¬ 
commodations  of  various  kinds. 
The  apartments  are  fmall,  and 
the  furniture  not  very  elegant,  if 
we  except  the  richeft  Perfian  car¬ 
pets.  The  grandeur  of  their  pa¬ 
laces  confifts  in  baths,  perfumes. 
Temples,  gods,  and  harams.  The 
harams  or  zenanasy  that  is,  the 
reftdences  of  the  women,  are  re¬ 
moved  from  the  front  of  the  houfe, 
and  lighted  only  from  a  fquare 
fpace  in  the  centre  of  the  whole 
building.  The  apparel  of  the 
women  is  inconceivably  rich  - 
they  have  jewels  on  their  fingers 
and  about  their  necks,  and  alfo  in 
their  ears  and  noftrils,  with  brace- 


*  Carryes  are  a  kind  of  fricajfes  of  mutton,  fowl,  or  fifh;  the  fauce  of 
which  is  compofed  of  dried  vegetables,  peculiar  to  the  eaft,  and  fine  rice,  boil¬ 
ed  with  very  little  water,  introduced  on  a  feparate  plate  :  the  fauce  of  the  fri- 
caffee  is  poured  on  the  rice,  and  the  meat  laid  above  both.  The  pilaw  is  fine 
Patna  rice  dry- boiled,  and  fried  with  ghee,  (deferibed  in  page  46,  column  2d) 
mixed  with  various  fpices,  and  particularly  the  cardamon ,  brought  in  on  a  large 
difh,  in  which  is  concealed  amidft  the  rice,  a  boiled  fowl,  or  part  of  si  kid,  or 
«f  a  lamb. 
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lets  not  only  on  their  wrifts,  but 
on  their  arms  above:  their  elbows, 
and  on  their  legs  around  their  an¬ 
cles. 

One  particular  clals  of  women 
are  allowed  to  be  openly  prodi- 
tuted :  thefe  are  the  famous  danc¬ 
ing  girls.  Their  attitudes  and 
movements  are  very  eafy,  and  not 
ungraceful.  Their  perfons  are 
delicately  formed,  gaudily  deco¬ 
rated,  and  highly  perfumed.  By 
the  continuation  of  wanton  atti¬ 
tudes,  they  acquire,  as  they  grow 
warm  in  the  dance,  a  frantic  lafci- 
vioufnefs  themfelves,  and  commu¬ 
nicate,  by  a  natural  contagion, 
the  moil  voluptuous  defires  to  the 
beholders. 

Their  civil  inftitutions  refpeCl- 
ing  the  diviiion  and  iecurity  of 
property,  and  the  internal  police 
of  the  country,  were  originally 
founded  on  principles  of  the  lound- 
eft  political  wifdom,  and  were  well 
calculated  to  promote  the  happinefs 
of  the  whole  nation,  as  well  as 
that  of  particular  Cades  or  tribes. 
But  the  innovations  of  conquerors 
and  ufurpers,  in  feveral  in  dances, 
particularly  in  the  tenure  of 
immoveable  property,  which  was 
originally,  of  a  feudal  nature, 
have  marred  the  harmony  of  the 
ancient  conditution,  and  rendered 
property  and  perfonal  liberty  more 
precarious,  lefs  defined,  and  more 
expofed  to  chicanery  and  mifcon- 
UruCtion. 

Although  the  Hindoos  are  na¬ 
turally  the  mod  inoffenfive  of  all 
mortals,  yet  does,  their  humanity 
confid  more  in  abdaining  from  in¬ 
jurious,  than  in  the  performance 
of  beneficent  actions.  -  There  is  a 
wonderful  mildnefs  in  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  alfo  in  their  lav/s,  which 
are  influenced  by  their  manners  • 
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by  which  the  murder  of  an  human 
creature,  and  of  3.  cow,  are  the 
only  crimes  that  are  punifhed  by 
death.  Yet  with  all  this  gentle- 
nefs  of  difpofition,  they  are  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  boiderous  Europeans, 
with  all  their  vices,  in  the  virtues 
of  companion  and  generofity* 
They  are  wanting  in  that  tender- 
nefs  which  is  the  mod  amiable 
part  of  our  nature.  They  are  lels 
affected  by  the  didreffes  and  dan¬ 
gers,  and  even  the  accidental 
deaths  of  one  another,  than  any 
nation  I  know  in  the  old  or  new 
world.  Yet  they  love  to  excefs  t 
a  proof,  either  of  the  inconfiden- 
cy  of  the  human  character ;  or 
that  the  amorous  padion  is  not  de¬ 
rived  from  the  nobied  part  of  our 
nature. 

This  infe nubility  of  the  Hindoos 
to  the  didreffes  and  dangers  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  appears  to 
me  a  wonderful  phenomenon. 
Perhaps  that  defpotifm  which  hag 
long  been  exercifed  under  the 
Mogul  tyranny,  by  familiar  i  frag 
the  mind  to  Icenes  of  death,  ha* 
blunted  a  fenfe  of  its  terrors.  Per¬ 
haps  thofe  ideas  of  prededination 
and  irrefidible  fate,  which  pre¬ 
vail  in  Afia,  and  in  all  defpotic 
governments,  prepares  the  mind 
for  an  acquiefcence  in  all  events,. 
An  Englifh  gentleman  was  {land¬ 
ing  by  a  native  of  Hindoftan* 
when  an  enormous  and  fierce  tiger 
leaped  from  a  thicket,  and  carried 
off  a  fereaming  boy,  the  fen  of 
one  of  his  neighbours.  The  Eng¬ 
lishman  expreded  fymptoms  of  the 
mod  extreme  horror,  while  the  Hin¬ 
doo  remained  unmoved.  “  What,” 
faid  the  former,  “  are  you  unaf- 
**  feCted  by  fo  dreadful  a  feene 
4<  1  he  great  God,’'  faid  the  other, 
“  would  have  it  fo/’— Whatever 

,  may 
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may  be  the  caufe,  it  is  certain, 
that  death  is  regarded  with  lefs 
horror  in  India  than  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world.  The  origin 
and  the  end  of  all  things,  fay  the 
philofbphers  of  India  of  the  pre- 
tent  times,  is  a  vacuum.  A  ftate 
of  repoje  is  the  hate  of  greateft 
perfection  *.  and  this  is  the  ftate 
after  which  a  wife  man  afpires.  It 
is  better,  fays  the  Hindoos,  to  fit 
than  to  walk,  and  to  fteep  than 
to  wake  ;  but  death  is  the  belt 
of  all. 

According  to  the  Gentoo  laws, 
criminals  fentenced  to  death  are 
not  to  be  ftrangled,  fuffocated,  or 
poifoned,  but  to  be  cut  off  by  the 
Iword  ;  becaufe,  without  an  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  malefactors  are  fup- 
pofed  to  die  with  all  their  fins 
about  them  ;  but  the  fhedding  of 
their  blood,  it  is  thought,  expiates 
their  crimes.  The  unjuft  punilli- 
ment  of  Nundcomar ,  who  was 
hanged  on  a  gibbet  again  ft  the 
laws  of  his  country,  and  even  by 
an  ex  poji  fafto  Englifh  law,  was 
aggravated  by  that  circumftance 
of  horror,  that  he  died  without  an 
effufion  of  blood. 

The  Hindoos  are  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  nature  of  fiiiiples,  and 
apply  them  judicioufly  either  in 
performing  cures  which  require 
not  amputation,  or  in  effecting 
death  by  quick  or  flow  poifons. 
They  have  been  for  ages,  in  the 
practice  of  inoculating  for’  the 
fmall-pox  ;  on  which  occafion,  as 
well  as  on  others,  they  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  favourable  mediation 
•f  charms,  or  fpells. 

Although  the  practice  of  Hin¬ 
doo  women  burning  themfelves  on 
the  funeral  piles  of  their  hufbands, 
and  embracing  in  the  mean  time 
their  dead  bodies  in  their  arms. 
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be  not  fo  general  now  as  it  has 
formerly  been,  yet  does  it  ftiil 
prevail  among  fome  of  the  wives 
of  men  of  high  cajie  and  condition* 
and  although  this  effort  of  frantic 
love,  courage,  and  ambition,  be 
deemed  an  aggrandizement  of  the 
family  and  relations  of  both  huf- 
band  and  wife,  but  efpecially  of 
the  wife’s,  yet  their  friends  and 
relations  conftantly  endeavour  to 
difluade  the  women  who  declare 
their  refolutions  of  burning ,  from 
carrying  them  into  execution. 
Even  the  Brahmins  do  not  encou¬ 
rage  this  practice. 

The  caufes  which  infpire  Hinr 
doo  women  with  this  defperate  re- 
folution,  are,  I  imagine,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

In  the  firft  place  ;  as  the  wife 
has,  from  her  earlieft  infancy,  been 
betrothed  in  marriage  to  her  huf- 
band,  and  from  that  time  has  ne¬ 
ver  been  permitted  to  fee  another 
man  j  as  fbe  is  inftruCted  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  is  perfectly  accom- 
pliftied,  and  taught  to  refpeCt  and 
honour  him  j  as,  after  confuip1" 
mation,  Hie  is  iliut  up  from  the 
company,  converfation,  and  even 
the  fight  of  other  men,  with  (till 
greater  care,  if  pofiible,  than  be¬ 
fore,  being  now  debarred  from 
feeing  even  the  father  or  elder 
brother  of  her  hufband,  the  bonds 
of  her  affeCtion  mud  needs  be  in¬ 
conceivably  ftrong  and  indiffolu- 
ble.  To  an  European  lady,  the 
zenana  naturally  appears  in  the 
light  of  an  horrible  prifon :  but 
the  daughters  of  Afia  never  confi- 
der  confinement  to  the  zenana  as 
any  hardfhip.  They  confider  it 
as  a  condition  of  their  exiftence, 
and  they  enjoy  all  the  happinefs 
of  which  they  have  any  concep¬ 
tion  ;  their  whole  defires  being 
D  i  concen- 
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concentered  and  fixed  on  their  huf- 
band,  their  food,  jewels,  and  fe¬ 
male  attendants. 

In  the  fecond  place,  if  the  wife 
furvive  her  huiband,  flie  cannot 
marry  again,  and  is  treated  as  an 
inferior  perfon,  and  an  outcall 
from  her  family.  Nay,  die  is 
obliged,  in  her  mournful  and 
hopelefs  widow-hood,  to  perform 
all  the  offices  of  a  menial  fervant. 

In  the  third  place,  fhe  is  flat¬ 
tered  with  the  idea  of  having  im¬ 
mortalized  her  name,  and  ag¬ 
grandized  her  children,  and  her 
own  and  hufband’s  families. 

Laflly,  fhe  is  rendered  infenfible 
to  the  pains  and  horrors  of  what 
fhe  is  to  fuffer,  by  thofe  intoxi¬ 
cating  perfumes  and  mixtures 
which  are  adminiftered  to  her  after 
flie  has  declared  her  final  and  unal¬ 
terable  refolution — I  fay  her  final 
refolution,  becaufe  one  or  two 
declarations,  of  an  intention  to 
die  with  her  huiband,  is  riot  fuffi- 
cient,  The  ftrength  of  her  refo¬ 
lution  undergoes  a  probation. 
There  is  a  certain  time  preferibed 
by  fhe  Gentoo  law,  during  which 
her  family  and  friends  exert  their 
utmoft  influence,  in  order  to  dif- 
fuade  her  from  burning  ;  and  if 
flie  perfiff  in  her  refolution  to  the 
end  of  that  period,  it  is  not  law¬ 
ful  to  ufe  any  more  perfuafions 
with  her,  to  abandon  it.  If  flie 
fliould  alter  her  p-urpofe  after  that 
period,  flie  would  be  puniflied 
with  the  lofs  of  all  Cuftes,  and 
live  in  a  ftate  of  the  moil  com¬ 
plete  mifery  and  contempt.  Nay, 
if  an  European  or  Chriftian  does 
but  touch  her  very  garment  with 
his  finger,  when  flie  is  going  to 
the  pile,  an  immediate  flop  is  put 
t©  the  ceremony,  flie  is  forced  to 


live  an  outcaft  from  her  family, 
and  from  the  Gentoo  religion. 

You  will  doubtlefs,  my  friend, 
have  curiofity  to  know,  in  what 
manner,  after  all  thefe  flimula- 
tives  to  perfeverance,  the  tender 
fex,  amongft  a  foft  and  effeminate 
people,  fuftains  the  near  approach 
of  a  feene  fo  full  of  awe  and  hor¬ 
ror.  Amidfl:  her  weeping  rela¬ 
tions  and  friends,  the  voluntary 
vidtim  to  love  and  honour  alone 
appears  ferene  and  undaunted. 
A  gentle  finile  is  diffufed  over  her 
countenance ;  flie  walks  upright, 
with  an  eafy  blit  firm  ftep  ;  talks 
to  thofe  around  her,  of  the  virtues 
of  the  deceafed,  and  of  the  joy 
with  which  fhe  will  be  tranfported 
when  her  fhade  fliali  meet  with 
his  ;  and  encourages  her  for  row¬ 
ful  attendants  to  bear  with  forti¬ 
tude  the  fgbt  of  thofe  momentary 
fufferings  which  flie  herfelf  is  a- 
bout  to  feel, — Having  afeended 
the  funeral  pile,  fhe  lays  herfelf 
down  by  the  body  of  her  hulband, 
which  flie  fervently  embraces. 
A  dole  of  narcotic  mixtures  is 
then  adminiffered  for  the  iaft  time  ; 
and  inftantly  the  pet  fori,  whofe 
office  it  is,  fets  fire  to  the  pile. 

Thus  the  tnoft  determined  refo¬ 
lution  of  which  we  can  form  any 
conception,  is  found  in  the  weaker 
fex,  and  in  the  foft  climes  of 
Alia.  It  is  to  the  honour  of  that 
fex  and  thofe  climes,  that  the 
greateff  courage  they  exhibit,  is 
the  effedt,  not  of  the  furious  irn- 
pulfes  of  rage  and  revenge,  but 
confciotis  dignity  and  love. 

It  might  naturally  be  imagined 
by  an  European,  that  the  feveral 
wives  of  one  man  (for  polygamy 
is  general  throughout  all  Afia) 
would  regard  one  another  with 

mutual 
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mutual  jealouiy  and  averfion  ; 
and  that  they  in  reality  do,  has 
been  afferted  by  writers  of  high 
reputation.  'T  he  fa£t  however  is 
quite  otnerwife  :  they  vifit  one 
another  with  great  friendship  and 
cordiality  ;  and  if  they  are  of  the 
fame  cafe ,  will  occafionally  eat 
together. — The  hufband  is  re- 
itratned  from  eating  with  his  wives, 
cither  by  a  regard  to  cuftom  ;  or, 
as  I  have  been  informed  by  fome 
of  the  Gentoos  themfelves,  by  a 
precept  of  their  religion. 

Notwithftanding  the  extreme 
antiquity  of  moll  Indian  nations, 
I  am  told  that  in  India  beyond  the 
Ganges,  on  the  confines  of  Afri¬ 
can  and  Pegu,  there  is  a  people 
(if  folitary  lavages  roaming  thro’ 
woods  in  quell;  of  prey,  deferve  the 
name  of  people)  that  appear  to  be 
in  the  very  firft  ftage  of  fociety. 
They  are  the  only  people  in  the 
known  world  that  go  abfolutely 
naked,  without  the  fmallefl:  co¬ 
vering  on  any  part  of  their  bodies* 
They  live  on  fruit,  which  grows 
fpontaneoufly,  in  the  uncultivat¬ 
ed  deferts  they  inhabit,  in  great 
abundance  ;  and  on  the  flefli  of 
animals,  which  they  tear  alive  and 
devour  raw.  They  fit  on  their 
hams,  with  their  legs  and  arms 
dilpofed  in  the  manner  of  mon¬ 
keys.  At  the  approach  of  men, 
they  fly  into  their  woods.  They 
take  care  of  their  offspring,  and 
live  in  families,  but  feem  to  have 
no  ideas  of  fubordination  of  rank, 
or  civil  government.  I  have  ne¬ 
ver  had  occafion  to  fee  this  race  of 
mortals  myfelf,  but  I  have  con¬ 
vened  with  feveral  perfons  who 
have  feen  them  ;  all  of  whom 
concur  in  the  general  account  of 
them,  which  I  have  now  given  you. 

I  am,  &c.  &c» 
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Dejcription  of  the  different  Nations 
in  the  Prefidency  of  Bombay —  of 
the  Natives  of  the  Malabar  CoalT 
— their  Marriages — of  the  Man¬ 
ners  and  Cujioms  of  the  Hindoos, 
&c.  Jrorn  the  fame  Author. 

¥  KNOW  not  any  place  in  the 
1  world,  where  there  is  a  greater 
medley  of  different  nations  than 
there  is  in  the  prefidency  of  Bom¬ 
bay.  This  region  being  conveni¬ 
ently  fituated,  not  only  for  com¬ 
merce  by  fea  with  all  maritime 
nations,  but  alfo  for  communica¬ 
tion  by  land,  with  the  Perfian  em¬ 
pire  ;  part  of  which  having  been 
conquered  by  Timur-Beg,  is  now 
a  part  of  the  Mogul  empire. 
Here,  befides  Europeans  of  all 
countries,  you  meet  with  Turks, 
Perfians,  Arabians,  Armenians,  a 
mixed  race,  the  vilelt  of  their  fpe- 
cies,  delcended  from  the  Portu- 
guefe,  and  the  outcafts  from  the 
Gentoo  religion,  &c.  The  Turks 
that  refort  to  this  place  on  ac¬ 
count  of  trade,  are  like  the  reR  of 
their  countrymen,  llately,  grave, 
and  referved  ;  and  honefl  in  their 
dealings,  though  merchants.  The 
Perfians  are  more  gay,  lively,  and 
converlible  :  but  I  would  trulf  lefs 
to  their  Ito nelly  in  matters  of 
trade,  than  1  would  to  the  fatur- 
nine  Turks.  The  Arabians  are 
all  life  and  fire,  and  when  they 
treat  with  you  on  any  fubjeft,  will 
make  you  a  fine  oration  in  flowing 
numbers,  and  a  mufical  cadence  ; 
but  they  are  the  moll  diflioneft  of 
all.  The  Armenians  are  gene¬ 
rally  handfome  in  their  features, 
mild  in  their  tempers,  and  in  their 
nature  kind  and  beneficent.  They 
are  a  kind  of  Chrillians,  and  an 
honour  to  that  fe&.  The  Turks 
and  Perfians  are,  for  the  moll 
D  4  part. 
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part,  dout-bodied  men  ;  but  tbe 
Arabians  are  of  a  firraller  fiature, 
and  {lender :  yet  thefe  laid  are  ac¬ 
counted  the  bed  folcfiers.  1  have 
been  a  witnefs  to  their  agility, 
and  I  am  told  their  courage  is 
equal  to  their  activity.  I  faw  a 
kind  of  war  pantomime  between 
three  Perfians  and  three  Arabs  ? 
they  naturally  fought  in  pairs. 
1  he  Perfians  kept  their  ground, 
and  warded  off  the  blows  thas  were 
aimed  at  them  in  the  bed  manner 
they  could.  The  Arabians,  on 
the  contrary,  when  a  ftroke  was 
aimed  at  them,  fprung  up  in  the 
air  to  an  incredible  height,  and 
indantiy  made  an  attack  on  their 
antagonids.  In  the  mean  time, 
both  Perfians  and  Arahs  were  fing- 
ing,  or  rather  muttering  feme  fen- 
tences,  which  I  did  not  under¬ 
hand*  1  he  Perfians,  I  was  told, 
were  finging  the  exploits  of  Shah- 
Nadir,  and  the  Arabs  were  in¬ 
voking  the  abidance  of  their  pro¬ 
phet. 

There  is  a  race  of  mortals  in 
this  country,  that  they  call  Gaffes, 
that  are  flaves  to  every  other  tribe, 
they  have  black  woolly  hair,  and 
came  originally  from  Qafraya*  in 
the  fbuth  promontory  of  Africa. 
I  cpnverfe  fo  me  times  with  thefe 
poor  devils, — for  I  think  that  the 
opinions  and  fentiments  of  all 
men,  however  abje&  their  date, 
deferve  attention.  They  tell  me, 
that  the  Moor  triaps  are  better 
shaders  than  the  Chrijlian  mans. 
They  are  fenftble  of  their  inferi¬ 
ority  in  education,  at  lead,  if  not 
in  nature,  _  to  Moors,  Hindoos, 
and  Chridians  *  and  feetn  con¬ 
tented  with  their  fituation.  They 
are  fo  habituated  to  flaver.y,  that 
I  am  perfuaped  they  have  loft  all 
defire  of  freedom  ;  and  that  they 


are  happier  in  the  fervice  of  a 
good  mader,  who  is  their  pro¬ 
testor  and  their  God,  than  they 
would  be  In  a  date  of  indepen¬ 
dence  :  in  the  fame  manner  that  a 
dog  would  leave  the  greated  abun¬ 
dance  of  food  in  a  defert,  and 
joyfully  perform  with  his  owner, 
even  though  he  ihoujd  fometimes 
beat  him,  a  long  and  tedious 
journey,  fubje&ed  to  the  pain  of 
hunger  and  of  third. 

The  natives  of  this  country  are 
more  Him,  and  generally  of  a 
fhorter  ftature,  than  Europeans. 
It  is- a  curious  fight,  to  fee  their, 
children  running  about  naked, 
and  fpeaking  by  the  time  they 
are  half  a  year  old.  I  was  ado- 
nifhed  to  be  faiuted  by  thefe  little 
figures,  who,  after  giving  me  the 
Jalam ,  putting  their  hands  to  their 
foreheads,  and  bowing  to  the  very 
ground,  would  ad;  for  fomething  j 
for  all  the  children  of  the  lower 
cades  are  great  beggars  ;  and  they 
go  dark  naked  until  they  are 
nearly  arrived  at  the  age  of  ^pu¬ 
berty.  Their  mental  faculties,  as 
well  as  their  bodily  powers,  ar¬ 
rive  much  fooner  at  maturity  than 
thole  of  Europeans  do  ;  yet,  it  is 
not  true,  as  is  commonly  believed, 
that  they  fooner  decay.  Eadern 
luxury,  which  adedfis  novelty  only 
in  the  zenana ,  feeks  for  new 
wives,  and  foon  difeards  the  old  j 
But  many  fine  women  are  deferred 
in  this  manner  •  and  in  general, 
the  women  of  thirty  or  forty  in 
this  country,  are  as  well  favoured 
as  women  of  that  age  are  in  Eu¬ 
rope.-— A  native  of  India,  wh© 
confiders  a  woman  merely  as  an 
indrument  of  pleafure,  would  be 
infinitely  furprifed  at  the  eonde- 
feenfion  of  a  good  hale  man  of 
fixty,  walking  #ith  a  wife  up- 
•  _  wards 
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wards  of  fifty,  hanging  on  his 
arm. 

Children  are  all  taught  reading 
and  arithmetic  in  the  open  air. 
They  learn  to  diftinguifh  their  let¬ 
ters,  and  the  figures  they  ufe  in 
their  arithmetic  (which,  I  have 
been  told,  is  a  kind  of  Algebra) 
forming  them  with  their  own 
hands,  either  in  the  fand  or  on 
boards. 

Marriages  are  contracted  by 
boys  and  girls,  and  confummated 
as  foon  as  they  arrive  at  puberty  j 
that  is,  wharn  the  men  are  thir¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  and  the  women 
nine  or  ten.  The  marriage  cere¬ 
mony  is  performed  three  times ; 
once  when  the  couple  are  mere  in¬ 
fants  ;  a  fecond  time,  when  the 
gentleman  may  be  about  eight  or 
nine  years  old,  and  the  lady  five 
or  fix  •  and  the  third  and  laft  time, 
at  the  age  I  have  already  fpecified. 
Between  the  firft  and  fecond  mar¬ 
riage  ceremonies,  the  young  cou¬ 
ple  are  allowed  to  fee  one  another  \ 
they  run  about  and  play  together 
as  other  children  do  ;  and  know¬ 
ing  they  are  deftined  for  each 
other,  commonly  conceive,  even 
at  that  early  period,  a  mutual  af¬ 
fection.  But  after  the  fecond 
time  of  marriage,  they  are  fepa- 
rated  from  each  other  •  the  bride, 
efpecially  jf  (he  be  a  perfon  of 
condition,  being  fhut  up  in  the 
women’s  apartment  until  the  hap¬ 
py  day  of  the  third  and  laft  cere¬ 
mony,  when  the  prieft  fprinkies 
on  the  bride  and  bridegrom  abun¬ 
dance  of  rice  as  an  emblem  of 
fruitfulnefs. 

Thefe  early  contracts  are  un¬ 
doubtedly  well  calculated  to  in- 
fpire  the  parties  with  a  mutual 
and  lathing  affection.  The  ear- 
Jieft  part  ©f  life  is  in  every  coun¬ 


try  the  happieft  j  and.  every  object 
is  pleating  that  recalls  to  the  ima¬ 
gination  that  Hefted  peiiod.  The 
duCtile  minds  of  the  infant  lovers 
areeafily  twined  into  one  :  and  the 
happieft  time  of  their  life  is  afto- 
ciated  with  the  fweet  remem¬ 
brance  of  their  early  connection- 
It  is  net  fo  with  our  brides  and 
bridegrooms  of  thirty,  forty,  and 
fifty  :  they  have  had  previous  at¬ 
tachments  ;  the  beft  part  of  life  is 
paft  be  ore  their  union,  perhaps 
before  they  ever  faw  each  ether. 

I  had  once  the  honour  to  be 
prefent  at  the  wedding  of  a  Perfee 
of  good  condition.  Of  this  I 
fhali  give  you  a  minute  deferip" 
tion.  Important  matters  you  will 
find  in  the  writings  of  grave  hif- 
toriar.s  ;  what  I  fhali  relate,  will 
be  fuch  tri Ring  circumftances  as 
are  below  the  notice  of  thofe  per- 
fonages,  but  which,  nevertheleft, 
curiofity  might  wifti  to  know. 

In  Hindoftan,  the  expence  of 
cloaths  is  almoft  nothing ;  and 
that  of  food,  firing,  and  lodging* 
to  the  natives  I  mean,  very 
trifling.  The  Hindoos  are  not 
addided  to  any  expensive  vices, 
their  pa  (lions  and  defires  being 
gentle  and  moderate.  Yet  they 
are  frugal  and  induftrious,  and  as 
*ager  to  anufs  riches  as  any  of 
the  natives  of  Europe.  A  Jew,  a 
Dutchman,  or  a  Scotch  pedlar, 
is  not  more  attentive  to  profit  and 
loft.  What  is  the  reafon  of  this? 
They  are  lovers  of  fplendor  and 
magnificence  in  every  thing,  but 
particularly  in  what  relates  to 
their  women.  It  is  in  their  ha~ 
rams ,  but  efpecially  on  occafion 
of  their  marriages,  that  they  pour 
forth  the  collected  treafures  of 
many  induftrious  years. 

The  Perfee  at  whofe  wedding  I 

was 
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was  a  guett,  many  weeks  before¬ 
hand,  fent  invitations  to  his  nu¬ 
merous  friends  and  acquaintance, 
to  aflemble  at  the  fixed  time,  at  a 
fpacious  hall  eroded  for  the  occa- 
fion  in  a  beautiful  field.  It  was 
the  dry  feafon,  when  the  air  was 
conftantly  mild  and  ferene,  and 
the  whole  vegetable  world  breathed 
a  delightful  fragrance.  The  hall 
was  formed  by  bamboos,  connedled 
together,  as  is  ufual  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  covered  with  cloth.  It 
was  a  medium  between  an  houfe 
and  a  tent,  being  lefs  folid  than 
the  former,  but  more  fubftantial 
than  the  latter.  Here  the  com¬ 
pany  affembled  after  the  heat  of 
the  day  was  over,  to  the  number 
of  feveral  hundreds-  After  a  rich 
repaft,  which  was  ferved  with 
great  regularity,  we  fet  out  to 
meet  the  bride,  meiTengers  having 
arrived  at  the  hail,  to  announce 
her  approach.  The  young  Perfee 
was  mounted  on  a  camel  richly 
caparifoned,  himfelf  adorned  with 
a  multitude  of  jewels,  and  highly 
perfumed.  A  number  of  Oaves 
walked  by  the  fide  of  the  camel, 
holding  an  umbrella  over  the  head 
of  their  matter,  while  oihers  fanned 
his  face.  The  company  had,  as 
ufual,  their  palanquins.  In  the 
mean  time  we  were  entertained 
by  a  band  of  mufic,  confid¬ 
ing  of  pipers,  blowing  very  loud 
on  the  great  pipe  with  their 
mouths,  and  playing  with  their 
fingers  on  another  •  trumpeters, 
and  a  kind  of  drummers,  beating 
on  what  they  call  tarn  tarns. 
The  mufic  was  dreadfully  loud, 
but  to  my  ear  not  very  pleafant. 
There  was  only  one  tune  ;  nor  did 
I  ever  hear  another  during  thefe 
fix  years  I  have  been  in  India. 
We  arrived  at  a  tillage,  where 
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we  were  met  by  the  bride,  at¬ 
tended  by  an  infinite  number  of 
v  female  acquaintance,  her  near 
male  relations,  and  a  crowd  of 
fervants.  A  gentleman’s  carriage 
in  the  fervice  of  the  company  was 
borrowed  for  the  bride.  It  was 
an  open  Phaeton,  drawn  in  flow 
proceffion,  by  four  beautiful  Ara¬ 
bian  horfes — The  practice  of  bor¬ 
rowing  Englifh  equipages,  on  ma¬ 
trimonial  occafions,  is  very  com¬ 
mon  ;  and  they  are  always  lent 
with  great  good* humour. —As  to 
the  reft  of  the  ladies,  fome  rode 
on  camels,  fome  in  carriages 
drawn  by  fpotted  buffaloes  and 
bullocks,  whofe  horns  were  tipt 
with  filver,  and  their  heads  adorn¬ 
ed  with  flowers  bound  by  rib¬ 
bands.  The  bride  was  a  tail 
comely  young  creature  ;  her  long 
black  hair  falling  down  over  her 
fhoulders,  and  then  turned  up  in 
wreaths,  elegantly  adorned  with 
embroidered  ribbands  and  precious 
Hones.  It  was  at  that  moment, 
when  her  hufband  gave  her  the 
,  Jalaffi ,  in  a  modeft  and  refpedtfu! 
manner,  and  at  a  fmall  diftance, 
when  fhe  flood  up  in  the  phaeton, 
veiled  only  by  an  umbrella,  that  I, 
who  had  the  honour  of  being  near 
the  bridegroom,  had  a  full  view 
of  his  lovely  bride. 

At  the  end  of  the  village  an  ac¬ 
cident  happened,  which  inter¬ 
rupted,  for  a  fliort  time,  the  joy 
of  the  day,  and  filled  the  minds 
of  hundreds  with  the  moft  alarm¬ 
ing  apprehenfions.  The  men,  as 
well  as  the  women,  gave  a  loud 
fhriek,  and  ran  in  a  diftraffed  man¬ 
ner,  not  knowing  what  they  did  : 
even  the  bride  was  for  a  moment 
deferted  by  thofe  of  her  own  reli¬ 
gion  and  kindred,  and  left  to  the 
care  of  her  European  drivers. 

Some 
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Some  unlucky  wag  had,  on  pur- 
pofe,  fet  fome  Twine  adrift,  that 
were  kept  by  Portuguefe  families  • 
and  it  was  the  fear  of  being 
touched  by  thefe  odious  and  un¬ 
clean  animals,  that  turned,  for  a 
few  minutes,  a  day  of  joy  into  a 
day  of  lamentation.  It  is  impof- 
fibie  to  defcribe  the  horror  that 
both  Perfees  and  Gentoos  exprels 
at  the  fight  of  a  fow.  The  very 
form  of  that  animal  is  offenfive  to 
them,  and  makes  them  fhudder. 
It  appears  as  loathfome  to  them  as 
a  toad  does  to  an  European  ;  and 
you  may  imagine  the  horror  you 
would  feel  at  the  approach  of  a 
toad  of  the  fize  of  a  low. 

T  he  Twine  being  beat  back, 
(in  effecting  which  repulfe,  l  may 
juftly  boaft  that  I  was  myfelf  the 
principal  hero)  we  proceeded  in 
joyful  procelhon  to  the  hall  • 
which,  fpacious  as  it  was,  was 
nowT  inefficient  to  contain  our  en- 
creafed  numbers  :  wherefore,  many 
of  the  company  were  feated  on  the 
grafly  plain,  lamps  being  hung 
among  fhrubbery  on  poles  of  bam¬ 
boos,  fixed  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  the  foft  and  deep  foil. 
The  hall,  illuminated  without  and 
within,  difplayed  on  both  Tides, 
various  pictures  of  elephants  and 
other  animals,  and  alfo  of  men.- 
The  young  Perfee’s  uncle,  who 
fhewed  great  attention  to  myfelf 
and  the  other  Europeans,  informed 
us,  that  the  portraits  we  favv  were 
Perfian  emperors. — T  here  is  Ko- 
rejb ,  faid  he  ;  and  after  naming 
a  number  of  other  princes,  he 
pointed  to  Nadir  Schay  and  Kerim 
Kban  the  prefent  emperor.— -I  can¬ 
not  think  that  they  could,  either 
from  tradition,  painting,  or  fta- 
tuary,  have  any  accurate  notion, 
if  any  at  all,  of  the  particular 


ftature,  fhape,  and  countenance 
of  Cyrus.  'Pile  artift  mull  have 
been  guided  merely  by  fancy. 

Various  kinds  of  refrelhinents 
having  been,  after  fhort  intervals, 
prefenred  to  the  company,  we 
were  at  lad  entertained  with'  a. 
ball,  which  laded  all-  night.  The 
ladles  were  placed  by  themfelves 
on  one  fide  of  the  hall,  and  the 
gentlemen  by  themfelves  on  the 
other.  The  women  wore  their 
veils  ;  but  thefe  were  not  drawn 
fo  clofely  over  the  face,  but  that 
we  could  get  a  peep  at  their  eyes 
and  nofes.  When  their  veils  were 
drawn  back,  in  order  that  they 
might  enjoy  the  refrefbment  of 
being  fanned,  we  could  difcover 
their  necks  and  their  fine  hair. 
Indeed,  on  occafion  of  weddings, 
the  veil,  as  I  have  been  ad’ured, 
fits  more  loofely  on  the  ladies  than 
at  other  times.— There  was  not 
the  lead  communication  between 
the  men  and  the  women  ;  no  not 
a  whifper.  The  men  converted 
among  themfelves  ;  and  the  wo¬ 
men  obferved  a  profound  filence, 
looking  llraight  forward  with  in- 
expreffible  fweetnefs  and  modedy. 

But  now  appears  a  fpe&acle 
which  commands  filence  among 
the  gentlemen  as  well  as  the  la¬ 
dies,  and  draws  the  attention  of 
every  part  of  the  hall.  A  com¬ 
pany  of  drolling  dancing  girls 
from  Surat,  appear  on  a  plat¬ 
form  raifed  above  two  feet  above 
the  floor.  Violins  were  now  added 
to  the  band  of  mufic,  and  pre- 
fently  the  dance  began.  The  bal - 
ladieres  (for  that  is  the  name  by 
which  the  dancing  girls  are  didin- 
guifiied  on  this  fide  of  Hindodan) 
are  drefied  in  the  gandied  manner 
that  the  luxuriant  fancy  of  the 
ead  can  conceive.  Their  long 

black 
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black  hair  falling  over  their 
/boulders  in  flowing  ringlets,  or 
braided  and  turned  up,  is  loaded 
with  precious  dones,  and  orna¬ 
mented  with  (lowers.  Their  neck¬ 
laces  and  bracelets  are  enriched  in 
the  fame  manner  ;  even  their  nofe 
jewels,  which  at  fird  fight  appear 
(hocking  to  an  European,  have 
fomething  pleafing,  after  ctiftam 
has  worn  off  the  effect  of  preju¬ 
dice,  and  by  a  certain  fymmetry, 
fet  off  all  the  other  ornaments. 
Nothing  can  equal  the  care  they 
take  to  preferve  their  breads,  as 
the  mod  driking  mark  of  beauty. 
In  order  to  prevent  them  from 
growing  large  or  ill  fliaped,  they 
enclofe  them  in  cafes  made  of  ex¬ 
ceedingly  light  wood,  which  are 
joined  together,  and  fadened  with 
buckles  of  jewels  behind.  Thefe 
cafes  are  fo  fmooth  and  pliant, 
that  they  give  way  to  the  various 
attitudes  of  the  body  without  be¬ 
ing  flattened,  and  without  the 
(mailed  injury  to  the  dehcacy  of 
the  fkim  The  outfide  of  thefe 
cafes  is  covered  with  a  leaf  of 
gold,  and  ftudded  with  diamonds, 
i  hey  take  it  off  and  put  it  on 
again^  with  equal  facility.  This 
covering  of  the  bread  conceals  not 
from  the  amorous  eye,  palpita¬ 
tions,  heavings,  various  tender 
emotions,  nor  aught  that  can  con¬ 
tribute  to  excite  defire  ;  while  at 
the  fame  time  it  leaves  fomething 
for  the  fpedtator  to  guefs.  The 
halladieres  imagine  that  they 
heighten  the  beauty  of  their  com¬ 
plexion,  and  the  imprefiion  of 
their  countenances,  by  tracing 
black  circles  round  their  eyes, 
with  a  hair  bodkin  dipped  in  the 
powder  of  antimony.  On  their 
ancles,  belides  jewels,  they  wear 
bells,  which  they  think  have  a 
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good  effedf  5  but  which,  I  confefs, 
1  do  not  admire. 

The  halladieres,  it  mud  be  ob- 
ferved,  are  not  all  of  the  fame 
rank  or  condition.  Ft  is  only  the 
higher  ranks  among  them,  who, 
I  have  been  told,  are  confecrated 
to  the  ufe  of  the  Brahmins,  the  fird 
cade  in  this  fuperditious  country, 
who  can  afford  to  have  a  load  of 
diamonds.  Nor  do  the  halladieres 
of  this  clafs  droll  through  the 
country.  But  if  the  common 
dancing  girls  are  not  ufually  a- 
dorned  with  diamonds,  they  have 
other  precious  dones  and  orna¬ 
ments  that  drike  with  equal  effedt. 
In  every  other  refpedt,  their  drefs 
refembles  that  of  the  halladieres 
of  the  fird  ra  ok. 

When  thefe  girls  dance,  they  do 
not  hop,  cut,  and  fkip  like  our 
ablredes  in  Europe  ;  they  never 
lift  their  feet  high.  Their  dances 
would  not  be  differed,  it  mud  be 
owned,  in  an  affembly  of  Euro¬ 
pean  ladies.  They  exprefs,  by 
mute  a<dion»  ail  the  raptures  and 
extravagancies  of  the  pafiion  of 
love,  when  in  deep  retirement, 
concealed  from  every  prying  eye, 
the  happy  lovers,  throwing  afide 
ail  reftraint,  yield  to  the  irrefid- 
ible  impulfe  of  the  mod  ardent 
desire  of  nature.  Nor  is  mut# 
adlion  the  whole  of  this  fcene. 
The  girls  accompany  their  wanton 
attitudes  with  lafcivious  fongs, 
until,  overcome  by  the  power  of 
imagination,  and  the  drength  of 
perfumes,  their  voices  die  away, 
and  they  become  motionlefs  . 
which  is  the  conclufion  of  this 
opera,  fhail  I  call  it,  or  pantomime ? 
- — The  ball  laded  until  morning. 
Refrefhments  were  prefented  to 
the  company  at  fhort  intervals 
during  the  night.  The  bride  Was 

accem- 
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accompanied  to  the  houfe  of  her 
hufband  only  by  her  neared:  rela¬ 
tions.  The  Hindoo  ladies  were 
in  like  manner  taken  care  of  by 
their  hulbands  or  kindred.  As 
to  the  balladieres,  they  were 
elcorted  home  by  Europeans. 

Moderate  in  every  other  refpett, 
the  Hindoos  iove  to  excefs.  I  was 
curious  to  know  what  were  the 
common  topics  of  converfation 
among  this  paople  ;  for  they  are 
very  fociable,  meeting  together 
frequently  at  each  other’s  doors, 
and  fmoakmg  all  day  long  — 
Upon  inquiry,  I  found  they  were 
ever  talking  about  their  wives; 
their  qualities,  their  numbers, 
and  their  profpeCts  of  getting  new 
ones,  & c.  &c.  The  barbarous 
nations  in  America  talk  of  hunt¬ 
ing  and  war  ;  in  England,  the 
people  talk  on  politics  ;  in  Scot¬ 
land,  of  religion  ;  in  France,  of 
the  grand  monaraue  ;  in  Hin- 
doftan,  the  conftant  theme  is  love 
and  marriage.— There  are  feveral 
•analogies,  which  occur  to  my 
imagination  at  the  moment  of 
writing  this,  between  the  penin- 
fula  of  Hindoftan  and  that  of 
Italy ;  which  I  fhall  commit  to 
paper  without  examining  them. 
The  Hindoos  were  once  a  flourifh- 
ing  and  powerful  people ;  and 
their  knowledge,  religion,  and 
laws,  fpread  over  many  countries 
of  Afia.  In  like  manner,  the 
knowledge,  the  religion,  the  laws 
of  Rome,  enlightened  and  blefted 
the  nations  of  Europe ;  but,  in 
procefs  of  time,  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire  was  over-run,  and  broken 
into  many  independent  ftates,  by 
irruptions  of  northern  barbarians. 
Such  was  alfo  the  fate  of  the  Hin¬ 
doo  empire,  which  was  conquered 
and  torn  in  pieces  by  the  Mogul 
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Tartars.  The  ftates  of  Italy  at 
this  day  are  only  nominal  fove- 
reignties,  being  dependent  on  the 
emperor,  France,  and  Spain.  In 
like  manner,  the  princes  of  Hin¬ 
dolian  have  long  depended  on  the 
protection  of  one  or  other  of  the 

powers  of  Europe _ The  Italians 

of  the  prefent  time,  are  an  unwar¬ 
like,  effeminate,  and  indolent 
people,  delighting  only  in  iove 
and  mufic.  This  is  alfo  exaCdy 
the  character  of  the  modern  Hin¬ 
doos.  Other  refemblances  might 
be  traced  between  thefe  nations  : 
but  on  the  fubjeCt  of  refemblances, 
one  is  apt  to  grow  fanciful  ;  there¬ 
fore  I  proceed  not  any  further  on 
this  topic. 

I  have  endeavoured,  at  various 
times,  to  lead  the  natives  of  this 
country  into  a  free  converfation 
on  Europeans,  and  their  tyranny  ; 
but  I  found  them  very  referved. 
They  often  complained  of  the  in* 
folence  of  the  common  foidiers. 
The  warrior  cafi  in  Europe,  they 
fry,  niuft  be  very  bad  mans  — 

I  once  overheard  a  converfation 
between  a  Moor  who  kept  a  ftiop 
in  Bombay  and  one  of  our  corpo¬ 
rals.  The  corporal  alked  the 
price  of  fome  cheefe  ;  the  Moor 
demanded  a  rupee  (half  a  crown) 
a  pound  ;  the  corporal,  after  a 
torrent  of  abufive  language  mixt 
with  threaten ings,  fwore  that  he 
could  purchafe  better  cheefe  in 
Europe  for  four  pence.  “  Well, 
“  mailer,”  faid  the  cheefemonger, 
“  I  fuppofe  very  few  in  this  coun- 
“  try  will  hinder  you  from  going 
<c  to  Europe  to  buy  it.” — This 
was  the  ftrongeft  inftnuation  of 
the  Hiflike  in  which  Europeans 
are  held  here,-  that  I  ever  heard 
from  any  of  the  natives  of  In- 
doftan. — I  overheard  at  another 

time, 
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time,  a  converfation  between  a 
Moor  and  one  of  our  men,  on  the 
fubjedt  of  religion.  After  a  good 
deal  of  difputation,  in  the  courfe 
of  which  the  chriftian  loft  his 
temper,  and  poured  forth  the 
greateft  curfes  on  Mahomet  and 
all  his  followers  ;  the  difciple  of 
the  great  prophet,  with  great 
calmnefs,  replied,  “  Mafter,  why 
“  do  Chriftians  curfe  Mahomet  ? 
“  we  Mahometans  never  curfe 

Jelus  Chrift.”  The  foldier, 
provoked  beyond  meafure  at  this 
comparifon,  would  certainly  have 
knocked  the  Moor  down,  if  his 
pallion  had  not  found  vent  in  a 
very  feafonable  vdley  of  impreca¬ 
tions. 

In  Bombay,  where  people  of  fo 
many  different  nations  are  col¬ 
lected  together,  there  is  a  kind  of 
language,  which  is  compofed  of 
the  moft  common  words  of  the 
languages  of  each  nation,  and  of 
natural  figns.  Converfation  is  car* 
Tied  on,  in  a  great  meafure,  by 
gefticulation,  pointing,  and  va¬ 
rious  diftortions  of  countenance. 
This  affords  to  a  ffranger  a  ludi¬ 
crous  fpeCtacle.  The  Hindoos 
fpeak  in  a  very  loud  tone  of  voice, 
infomuch  that  it  appeared  difa- 
greeable  to  me,  before  cuftom, 
that  reconciles  us  to  every  things 
rendered  it  familiar  ;  yet  their 
voices  are  not  harfti,  but  natu¬ 
rally  fweet  and  melodious.  The 
men  fhave  their  heads,  but  all  the 
women  wear  their  hair  long.  The 
lews  and  Perfees  wear  long  beards  ; 
but  the  Gentoos,  whofe  religion 
prefcribes  cleanlinefs  of  perfon, 
ffnve  their  heads,  leaving  only  a 
tmall  tuft  on  the  crown,  their 
beards,  arm-pits,  &c.  &c.  The 
trade  of  a  potter  is  an  excellent 
one  in  tins  country  ;  for  the  Gen¬ 


toos  never  ufe  the  fame  pot  or 
plate  twice  ;  that  would  be  pollu¬ 
tion  ;  but  as  to  plates,  their  place 
is  generally  fupplied  by  the  broacl 
and  tough  leaves  of  banyan  trees  ; 
and  they  ufe  no  fpoons.  Ladles 
they  have,  made  of  the  fhell  of 
the  cocoa-nut,  with  which  they 
ferve  up  their  rice,  which  is  com¬ 
monly  mixed  with  ghee,  (a  kind 
of  half-made  butter,  which  they 
keep  frefh  in  leather  bottles  for 
years,  without  fait)  and  fpices, 
which  makes  it  a  very  favoury  and 
nourifhing  food.  This  they  eat, 
not  with  knives  and  forks,  but 
with  their  fingers.  The  carnivo¬ 
rous  appetites  of  Europeans  fhock 
them  ;  for,  the  warrior  cafte  ex¬ 
cepted,  the  Gentoos  eat  no  flefih 
meat.  Certain  other  caftes  ate 
allowed  to  eat  fifli.  Of  the  Eng- 
lifh  particularly,  they  fay,  tak¬ 
ing  their  heads,  “  Ah  !  Englifli- 
“  mans  eat  every  thing,  fight  every 
“  thing.” 

t  Indeed,  I  muft  fay,  that  I  was 
difgufted  myfelf  at  the  pradlice, 
fo  common  among  Europeans  as 
well  as  Moors,  of  eating  fnakes 
and  frogs.  The  frog  ‘of  this 
country  is  as  large  as  a  chicken. 
It  makes  a  loud  croaking  noife  in 
the  tanks  and  fields  in'  the  even¬ 
ings.  This  fupplies  the  place  of 
the  melody  of  European  birds. 
The  frogs  are  fed  with  great  care 
after  they  are  caught.  1  am  told 
by  the  frog-eaters,  that  they  are 
moft  delicate  food.  I  take  their 
word  for  it.  *]  he  late  General 
Wedderhurne  was  fo  fond  of  frogs, 
that  he  kept  a  frog-catcher,  as  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  Europe  keep  fowlers. 

There  is  a  kind  of  ferpents,  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  tamed,  which  become 
domeftics  in  families,  and  which 
undoubtedly  have  a  fenfibilky  to 

the 
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the  charms  of  mufic  ;  for,  at  the 
found  of  a  violin,  they  raife  their 
heads,  and  move  their  bodies  in 
concord  to  the  mufical  notes. 
When  you  ftroke  their  beautiful 
backs,  they  feem  fenfible  ot  the 
carels,  their  necks  and  heads  mov¬ 
ing  more  brifkly  to  the  mufic, 
and  their  eyes  fparkling  with  en- 
creafed  luftre.  It  was,  doubtlefs, 
in  allufion  to  this  fpecies  oi  fer- 
pents,  that  Solomon  ftigmatized 
the  deaf  adder,  that  would  not  be 
charmed  by  the  ’voice  of  the  charmer , 
Jhould  he  charm  ever  Jo  wifely. 

I  have  never  yet,  either  by 
reading  or  conversation,  obtained 
any  fatisfadtory  account  of  the 
origin  of  thofe  ideas  of  pollution, 
and  fingular  antipathies  and  ab- 
horrences,  which  prove  fo  great 
torments  to  the  Hindoos.  Dif¬ 
ferent  writers  have  attempted  to 
trace  them  back  to  the  arts  of 
priefts  and  politicians.  But  prieft- 
craft  and  policy  do  not  infpire 
mankind  with  new  defires  and 
averfions.  They  may  fandtify  and 
confirm  prejudices  already  enter¬ 
tained  ;  they  may  improve  and 
heighten  them,  and  ufe  them  as 
engines  for  their  own  purpofes  ; 
but  I  apprehend  they  feldom  ftudy 
to  create  them.  However  the 
fuperftrudture  may  be  the  effedt  of 
art,  the  foundation  is  laid  in  na¬ 
ture.  It  is  political  wifdom,  per¬ 
haps*,  topunifii  unnatural  crimes  ; 
and  in  fad  they  are  punifhed  :  but 
does  the  punifihment  of  fuch  crimes 
originate  in  views  of  policy  ?  It 
is  a  natural  abhorrence  that  firft 
impels  men  to  puniih  them  $  in 
the  fame  manner  that  a  fchool  boy 
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is  urged  by  a  natural  antipathy  to 
kill  thofe  odious  reptiles  that  of¬ 
fend  his  eye  in  his  wandering  ex- 

curfions  in  woods  and  fields. - - 

Europeans  are  confcious  of  many 
antipathies,  which  it  is  impoffible 
to  trace  to  any  fource  of  fuperfti- 
tion  or  policy  ;  the  Afiatics,  in  like 
manner,  have  theirs  ;  with  this 
difference,  that  they  are  at  once 
more  violent  and  more  numerous. 
There  feems  to  be  a  greater  irri¬ 
tability  in  their  nerves  ;  they  are 
more-  forcibly  ffruck  by  every 
objedt. 

The  manner  of  drinking  among 
the  Gentoos  is  remarkable.  They 
religioufiy  avoid  touching  the  vef- 
fel  that  contains  the  liquor  with 
their  lips,  and  pour  it  into  their 
mouths,  holding  the  bottle,  or 
other  vefiel,  at  leaft  at  a  foot’s 
diftance.  Their  idea  is,  that  they 
would  be  polluted  by  ftagnating 
water.  They  will  drink  from  a 
pump,  or  of  any  running  ftream, 
but  not  out  of  a  pool. 

The  Hindoos  preferve  the  Afi- 
atic  cuftom,  of  which  we  read  in 
the  bible,  of  threfhing  out  their 
corn  by  the  treading  of  oxen.  A 
pole  is  fixed  in  the  ground,  in  the 
upper  end  of  which  is  fet  a  pivot, 
which  ferves  as  an  axis  for  awheel, 
or  rather  a  wooden  'frame,  which, 
is  turned  round  by  the  oxen,  and 
which  confines  their  fteps  to  the 
threffiing  floor.  The  grain  is 
fihaken  from  the  hulks  and  the 
ftraw  by  the  beating  of  their  feet 
and  legs.  A  couple  of  oxen  will 
threfli  two  or  three  hundred  bufhels 

of  rice  a  day. - There  have  been 

various  attempts  in  Europe  to 


#  The  prefident  Montefquieu  is  of  opinion,  that  the  punifhment  of  unna¬ 
tural  crimes  is  by  no  means  neceffary.  Nature  will  maintain  her  own  rights 
without  the  intervention  of  the  magiftrate. 

contrive 
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contrive  a  machine  for  threming 
corn,  the  moft  laborious  and  ex- 
pen  five  operation  in  hufbandry. 
Might  not  our  farmers  for  once  take 
a  hint  from  the  Afiatics,  and  try 
the  method  of  thre  filing  by  means 
of  oxen  ?  The  th  re  filing -floor  is 
formed  by  fpreading  on  the  fur- 
face  of  a  fpot  of  level  ground,  a 
pafie  conipofed  of  water,  earth, 
and  cow- dung.  This  operation  is 
performed  by  the  Women. 

There  is  not  a  more  precious 
fbbffance  in  the  eyes  of  the  Cen¬ 
tos,  than  cow-dung.  It  is  not 
perhaps  known  in  Europe,  that 
cow-dung  n  an  infallible  prefer- 
Vative  againfl:  the  deflruftive  etfedls 
of  ail  kinds  of  vermin.  Jt  is  for 
this  reafon,  that  it  is  ufed  in 
forming  threshing-floors.  It  is 
tor  the  fame  reafon,  that  it  is  ufed 
ssplaiflerto  the  honfes,  which  are 
overlaid  with  this  fubftance,  mixed 
with  water  and  a  very  little  earth, 
both  without  and  within.  A 
layer  of  this  compofition  being 
fpread  on  the  walls,  and  fufncient 
time  being  allowed  -  for  it  to  dry, 

3  tecond  lira  turn  is  added,  for  the 
purpofe  of  filling  up  any  chinks 
that  may  be  occasioned  by  excefiive 
drought.  A  fmooth  and  fo.lid 
pafte  being  thus  formed,  it  is 
white-wafbed  with  a  very  fine  and 
white  lime  made  of  oyfter-fliells. 
Theie  white  walls  are  variegated 
without  as  well  as  within,  by  the 
figures  of  different  animals,  efpe- 
cially  elephants.  But  I  have  not 
Jet  fully  defcribed  the  great  im¬ 
portance  of  cow -dung.  It  is  not 
only  a  neceflary  article  both  in 

agriculture  and  architecture,  but 
aifo  in  religion.  The  pollution 

that  is  occafionaliy  conveyed  to 

their  houfes  by  the  contact  of 

CbriJUans ,  the  Genioos  wafh  away 
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by  the  precious  ointment  of  cow- 
dung-  The  pagodas  in  the  iffand 
of  Salfette,  having  been  ufed  by 
our  foldiers  as  lodging-places, 
during'  the  war  with  the  Mar- 
rattas,  were  eonfidered  as  defiled  ; 
and  were  wholly  abandoned  until 
they  had  undergone  a  purification 
by  cow-dung.  It  is  not  a  little 
humiliating  to  a  profeflor  of 
Chriftianity,  that  he  Ibould  be 
eonfidered  by  the  ancient  and  nu¬ 
merous  fed  of  the  Gentoos,  as  a 
piece  of  animated  fubffance  infi¬ 
nitely  more  loathfome  and  odious 
than  the  excrement  of  a  buffalo  or 
a  bullock. 

The  Gentoos  are  undoubtedly 
grofs  idolaters.  What  are  the 
doCtrines  of  their  prielts,  I  know 
not  ;  they  worfhip  figures  of  men 
with  elephant  heads,  and  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  other  images.  The  human 
figures  which  are  the  objefits  of 
their  devotion,  have  many  hands, 
and  are  enormoufly  corpulent. 
They  alfo  worfhip  different  ani¬ 
mals  j  I  have  feen  in  their  temples 
live  bullocks.  It  occurred  to  me, 
that  thefe  were  going  to  be  facri- 
ficed  to  their  god  or  gods  ;  but  I 
was  foon  given  to  underftand,  that 
they  were  gods  themfelves. 

The  Perfians  of  this  country,  as 
is  generally  known,  pay  divine 
adoration  to  fre ,  but  not  in  a 
fenfeltfs  and  idolatrous  manner  ; 
for  1  have  been  affured  by  very  ref- 
pe&able  characters  among  the  Per¬ 
fians,  that  they  worfhip  fire  only  as 
an  emblem  of  the  Divinity,  and 
as  his  chief  agent  in  the  fyftem  of 
the  iiniverfe.— -They  never  extin- 
guifli  fire.  They  v/ill  ftand  for 
hours  by  their  lamps,  putting  up 
their  prayers  to  God,  with  folded 
hands,  and  their  eyes  turned  to¬ 
wards  Heaven  with  great  marks  of 

devotion. 
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devotion.  They  utter  ejaculatory 
prayers  all  day  long,  and  con- 
fiantly  mix  bufinefs,  and  even 
common  converfation,  with  de¬ 
votion.  They  have  a  fuperfti* 
tious  veneration  for  cocks  and  for 
dogs.  They  breed  great  numbers 
of  dogs  at  their  own  houfes,  and 
feed  them  regularly  twice  every 
day  with  rice  and  ghee.  To  all 
dogs,  whether  their  own  or  not, 
they  are  very  hofpitable.  Where- 
ever  they  fee  a  dog,  they  pre- 
fently  call  him,  and  offer  him 
food.  If  you  walk  abroad  with  a 
dog  In  any  of  the  Perfee  villages, 
you  prefently  hear  jo  /  jo  /  at  every 
turn  ;  every  body  driving  to  be 
the  fil'd  to  entertain  your  dog. 
Dogs  are  alfo  facred  in  all  the 
Turkifh  dominions.  The  dogs 

t  o 

on  the  ifland  of  Bombay,  a  few 
years  ago,  were  many  of  them 
mad  ;  whereupon  an  order  was 
given  by  the  governor,  for  killing 
all  dogs  without  exception.  This 
order  being  known,  the  Perfees 
were  greatly  alarmed,  met  toge¬ 
ther,  and  entered  into  a  folemn 
league  and  covenant  in  defence  of 
their  dogs,  and  threatened  to  pro¬ 
tect  their  lives  at  the  rifk  of  their 
own.  It  was  therefore  thought 
prudent,  not  to  infift  on  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  decree  that  had  been 
iffued  againd  thofe  faithful  and 
affedtionate  domeftics. 

How  difficult  it  is  to  didinguifh 
the  fentiments  of  nature,  from  the 
prejudices  of  education  ?  Mod 
nations  with  whom  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted,  are  careful  to  bury 
their  dead,  and  confider  it  as  a 
kind  of  misfortune  to  their  de¬ 
parted  friends,  if  by  any  accident 
their  inanimate  bodies  fihould  not 
be  honoured  by  a  decent  inter¬ 
ment.  That  very  circumdance, 
Vol.  XXV. 
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however,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  Homer,  and  thofe  to  whom  he 
add  refled  the  Iliad,  aggravated 
the  hard  fate  of  thofe  heroes  who 
fell  in  the  Trojan  war,  whole  un¬ 
buried  limbs  were  devoured  by 
hungry  dogs  and  ravenous  vul¬ 
tures  :  that  very  circumdance,  fo 
full  of  horror  to  a  Grecian  mind, 
would  have  appeared  to  a  Perfian, 
matter  of  the  greatefl  confolation. 
For  the  Perfees  expofe  the  bodies 
of  their  dead  to  birds  of  prey,  as 
the  lad  good  office  that  friendfljip 
can  perform  to  the  deceafed.  They 
ere<5t  for  this  purpofe  fabrics  about 
ten  feet  high,  over  the  walls  of 
which  they  fix  an  iron  grate, 

whereon  they  place  the  dead - 

Thefe  buildings  are  very  like 
kilns,  lave  that  they  want  roofs. 
Crows,  kites,  and  vultures, 
quickly  devour  the  flefli  ;  and  the 
bones,  after  being  bleached  for 
many  years,  are  at  lad  pulverifed, 
and  drop  gradually  into  the  cavity 
of  the  building,  thus  making  way 
for  new  carcafes. 

I  prefer  to  this,  the  manner  in 
which  the  Gentoos  diipofe  of  their 
dead.  They  burn  their  bodies 
with  fandal-wood  and  other  aro¬ 
matics.  A  very  worthy  gentle¬ 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  Captain 
W — d,  is  fo  much  delighted  with 
this  practice,  that  he  has  given 
orders,  that  his  body,  after  he  is 
dead,  fhall  be  burnt  after  the 
Gentoo  manner,  with  fandal-wood. 
— The  poor  Faqueiis,  of  whom 
you  have  heard  fo  often,  bury 
their  dead  within  their  very  places 
of  habitation,  which  are  fometimes 
huts,  and  fometimes  caverns.  The 
felf  denied  Faqueirs  will  lie  whole 
days  and  nights,  covered  with  dud, 
under  ban-yan  trees,  confefling 
their  fins,  and  expiating  them  by 

E  repentance* 
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repentance,  fupported  only  by  a 
bottle  of  water,  and  a  little  gram, 
or  parched  corn,  not  unlike  peafe, 
but  fweeter  to  the  tafte.  This 
mendicant  order  of  religious,  often 
iupply  cur  paity-maurs  *  with  pro- 
viftons  on  their  journeys,  when, 
avoided  by  the  fuperftitious  Gen- 
toos  as  if  they  were  fome  noxious 
animals,  they  would  be  in  great 
danger  of  ftarving. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  the 
practice  of  inoculating  for  the 
fmaihpox  is  common  in  all  Afiatic 
countries.  But  there  is  an  art  in 
Hindoftan,  not  yet  known  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  by  which  the  women  effec¬ 
tually  prevent  ary  traces  of  the 
fmaihpox  on  the  faces  of  their 
little  ones.  This  prefervative  is 
compo'fed  of  a  f  ive  made  of  cer¬ 
tain  Indian  herbs,  and  a  certain 
kind  of  oil,  which  they  apply  as 
boon  as  the  pock  begins  to  blacken. 
I  am  furprifed  that  none  of  the 
company’s  burgeons  have  ever  en¬ 
quired  into  the  nature  of  this  pre¬ 
paration  ;  for,  I  prefume,  if  they 
had,  they  would  have  chfcovered 
it;  and  the  faft,  that  the  Hindoos 
know  how  to  Eve  then  fkins  from 
the  ravages  of  the  final!  pox,  js 
undoubted. 

]  fh all,  ro  w  I  have  got  on  the 
fubjedt  of  Hindoo  forge ry,  men¬ 
tion  another  operation  of  the  chi¬ 
rr?  rffic  a  1  kind,  which  I  am  well 
shored  is  attended  with  the  ha p* 
pieft  effects.  When  any  perfon 
happens  to  be  bruifed  in  any  part 
of  his  body,  by  a  fall,  a  blow,  or 
©therwife,  thofe  who  aie  neared 
to  him,  prefently  Trip  off  the 
greater  part  ot  his  cloaths,  and 
with  the  palms  of  their  hands 
gently  rub  thp  affl’&ed  part,  and 


proceeding  from  that  fpot,  rub 
oyer,  vvdth  greater  force,  the  whole 
of  the  body.  This  good  office  is 
generally  performed  by  the  wo¬ 
men,  who  are  indeed  the  furgeons 
and  phyficians  of  this  country, 
and  who  handle  their  patients 
with  all  the  ealy  aadrefs  of  the 
mod  experienced  member  of  the 
faculty  in  Europe. 

Before  the  Hindoos  rife  from 
their  beds,  they  ftietch  them- 
lelves,  darting  out  their  legs  and 
arms  with  a  fudden  motion  feveral 
times.  Then  they  proceed  to  the 
doors  of  their  houfes,  where  they 
fit  in  circles,  in  order  to  pick  and 
to  wafh  their  teeth.  They  ftll 
their  mouths  repeatedly  with  wa¬ 
ter,  and  holding  back  their  heads, 
make  a  croaking  noife,  like  fo 
many  frogs.  Thofe  of  the  Gentoo 
religion  perform  divers  other  ablu¬ 
tions  in  fecr’et. 

Although  the  Hindoos  are  the 
rnceked  people  on  earth,  yet  they 
fometimes  quarrel  with  one  ano¬ 
ther.  Will  you  pleafe  to  attend 
to  fo  trifling  a  defenpuon  as  that 
of  an  Hindoo  fcoiding-match  } 
Torres  fomc-times  diiolay  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  foil  on  which  they  fall, 
—-The  enraged  partjes  begin  with 
complaining  of  each  other’s  in- 
juftice  |  and  retail  a  great  many 
moral  .  and  religious  maxims, 
which,  by  that  injuftjee,  have 
been  violated-  They  enumerate 
the  adds  of  violence  or  of  fraud, 
which  their  antagonifts  have  com¬ 
mitted  again  ft  others,  as  well  as 
themfelves.  They  undervalue 
each  other’s  families:  —  — “  Your 
After  went  on  a  certain  day  to 
fetch  water  from  the  well,  and 
was  embraced  by  a  Chriftian  fol- 

dler : 
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dier  - “  Your  father  dying 

young,  your  mother  did  not  fhave 
her  head,  but  made  her  elopement 
vfith  a  fepoy  — “  From  a  nig¬ 
gardly  dilpofition,  you  violated 
the  laws  of  our  holy  religion,  by 
making  the  fame  earthen  pot  ferve 

you  a  whole  week  - And, 

“  You  got  fo  drunk,  on  one  oc- 
cafion,  with  brabtree  toddy,  that 
you  not  only  touched  the  vefTel 
with  your  lips,  but  bit  it  with 
your  teeth  ”  In  this  manner  they 
kept  fcoldingfor  the  Ipace  of  fome 
hours  ;  but  now  the  contention 
becomes  fiercer,  and  the  oppro¬ 
brious  terms  of  Cafre  and  Halla- 
chore  are  retorted  with  great  fury. 
As  the  lath  pofiible  infult,  they 
pull  off  their  fhoes,  fpit  in  them, 
and  throw  them  in  each  other’s 
faces*.  Anon,  they  proceed  to 
action,  tearing  each  other’s  hair, 
and  fmiting  each  other,  not  with 
their  fills,  hut  the  palms  of  their 
hands,  like  women  or  children. 
After  they  are  fufficiently  fatigued 
by  this  exercife,  they  part,  each 
declaring  that  he  would  have  in- 
fbded  on  his  adverfary  more  fe- 
vere  marks  of  his  vengeance,  if 
he  did  not  confider  hiinfelf  as 
much  polluted  by  touching  him, 
as  he  would  be  by  coming  in  con¬ 
tact  with  a  fow  or  a  Chrijlian. 

1  never  beheld  fo  ftriking  a  proof 
&f  the  influence  of  food  on  animal 
conftitutions,  as  in  the  battles  of 
dogs  in  this  country.  The  dogs 


of  fuch  of  the  natives  as  feed  them 
only  with  rice  and  ghee,  are  no 
more  a  march  for  the  dogs  that 
are  bred  by  the  Enghfli,  though  of 
the  fame  fpeoies,  than  one  of  thefe 
would  be  a  match  for  a  lion.  Our 
foldiers  take  great  delight  in  pro¬ 
moting  fights  between  their  dogs 
and  thofe  of  the  Hindoos,  which 
is  a  very  cruel  entertainment. 

It  will  not  furprize  one,  who 
knows  the  refolution  of  Hindoo 
women  in  burning  with  their  huf- 
bancls,  to  be  told,  that  there  is 
at  prefent  in  Bombay,  a  woman, 
a  native  of  Mangalore^,  who,  ar- 
fuming  the  habit  of  a  man,  en- 
lifted  in  a  company  of  fepoys,  in 
order  to  have  a  chance  of  meeting 
with  her  fweetheart,  who  had  en- 
lifted  in  our  fervice  in  the  laft  war. 
After  having  been  in  one  or  two 
engagements,  in  which  fire  dis¬ 
played  a  manly  courage,  fhe  found 
her  lover,  to  whom  fhe  made  her- 
felf  known,  and  became  his  wife. 
The  wives  of  the  heymals,  as 
well  as  their  hufbands,  follow  the 
employment  of  porters,  and  are 
kept  to  their  labour  as  well  as  the 
men,  by  the  terror  of  a  fcourge. 
The  confrancy  and  heroifm  of  this 
lady,  has  been  rewarded  by  an  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  office  of  overfeer 
of  the  wives  of  the  coolies.  I  have 
feen  her  with  a  rattan  in  her  hand, 
acting  in  the  capacity  of  a  female 
ferjeant. 


*  It  fliould  be  obferved,  that  when  the  Gentoos  enter  their  temples,  or  the 
Apartments  of  any  great  man,  they  pull  off  their  floes,  and  leave  them  at  the 
door.  As  appearing  in  your  prefence  without  fhoes,  is  the  greateft  mark  of 
refped ;  fo  to  throw  one’s  Aloe  in  his  neighbour’s  face,  is  the  very  lad  mark  of 
contempt. 

-f  Hyder  Ally’s  capital. 
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Cufhmary  Education  and  Employ¬ 
ment  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Nan¬ 
tucket  ;  from  Letters  from  an 
American  Farmer,  by  J.  Hector 
St.  John. 

THE  eafieft  way  of  becoming 
acquainted  with  the  modes 
of  thinking,  the  rules  of  conduct, 
and  the  prevailing  manners  of  any 
people,  is  to  examine  what  fort  of 
education  they  give  their  children  ; 
how  they  treat  them  at  home,  and 
what  they  are  taught  in  their 
places  of  public  worfhip.  At 
home  their  tender  minds  muft  be 
early  ftruck  with  the  gravity,  the 
ferious  though  chearful  deport¬ 
ment  of  their  parents  ;  they  are 
inured  to  a  principle  of  fubordi- 
nation,  arifmg  neither  from  hid¬ 
den  paflions  nor  inconiiderate  plea- 
lure  ;  they  are  gently  held  by  an 
uniform  filk  cord,  which  unites 
foftnefs  and  ftrength.  A  perfect 
equanimity  prevails  in  mold  of 
their  families,  and  bad  example 
hardly  ever  fows  in  their  hearts 
the  feeds  of  future  and  fimilar 
faults.  They  are  corrected  with 
tendernefs,  nurfed  with  the  mod 
affectionate  care,  clad  with  that 
decent  plainnefs,  from  which  they 
cbferve  their  parents  never  to  de¬ 
part  :  in  fliort,  by  the  force  of  ex¬ 
ample,  which  is  fuperior  even  to 
the  ftrongeft  inftindi  of  nature, 
more  than  by  precepts,  they  learn 
to  follow  the  Heps  of  their  parents, 
to  defpile  oilentatfjuihels  as  being 
finful  They  acquire  a  tafte  for 
that  neatnefs  for  which  their  fa¬ 
thers  are  fo  confpicuous  ;  they 
learn  to  be  prudent  and  laving  ; 
the  very  tone  of  voice  with  which 
they  are  always  addrelfed,  efta- 
blifhes  in  them  that  foftnefs  of 
didhon,  which  ever  after  becomes 


habitual.  Trugal,  ibber,  orderly 
parents,  attached  to  their  bufmefs, 
conftantly  following  fome  ufeful 
occupation,  never  guilty  of  riot, 
diffipation,  or  other  irregularities, 
cannot  fail  of  training  up  children 
to  the  fame  uniformity  of  life  and 
manners.  If  they  are  left  with 
fortunes,  they  are  taught  how  to 
fave  them,  and  how  to  enjoy  them 
with  moderation  and  decency  ;  if 
they  have  none,  they  know  how  to 
venture,  how  to  work  and  toil  as 
their  fathers  have  done  before 
them.  If  they  fail  of  fuccefs 
they  are  always  in  this  ifland  (and 
wherever  this  fociety  prevails)  efta- 
blifhed  refources,  founded  on  the 
mo  ft  benevolent  principles.  At 
their  meetings  they  are  taught  the 
few,  the  limple  tenets  of  their 
fedt  ;  tenets  as  fit  to  render  men 
fober,  induftrious,  juft,  and  mer¬ 
ciful,  as  thofe  delivered  in  the 
moil  magnificent  churches  and  ca¬ 
thedrals  ;  they  are  inftructed  in 
the  moft  eftential  duties  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  fo  as  not  to  offepd  the 
divinity  by  the  comrniftion  of  evil 
deeds  ;  to  dread  his  wrath  and  the 
punifhments  he  has  denounced  ; 
they  are  taught  at  the  fame  time 
to  have  a  proper  confidence  in  his 
mercy  while  they  deprecate  his 
juftice.  As  every  fedt,  fiom  their 
different  modes  of  worfljip,  and 
their  different  interpretations  of 
fome  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  necefi- 
farily  have  various  opinions  and 
prejudices*  which  contribute  fome- 
thing  in  forming  their  charadter- 
iftics  in  fociety  ;  fo  thofe  of  the 
Friends  are  well  known  ;  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  laws,  even  to  non- 
reliftance,  juftice,  good  will  to 
all,  benevolence  at  home,  fobrie- 
ty,  meeknefs,  neatnefs,  love  of 
oidct ,  fondnefs  and  appetite  for 

commerce, 
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commerce.  They  are  as  remarkable 
here  for  thofe  virtues  as  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  which  is  their  American 
cradle,  and  the  boaft  of  that  fo- 
ciety.  At  fchool  they  learn  to 
read,  and  to  write  a  good  hand, 
until  they  are  twelve  years  old  • 
they  are  then  in  general  put  ap¬ 
prentices  to  the  cooper’s  trade, 
which  is  the  fecond  elTential  bianch 
of  bufinefs  followed  here  ;  at  four¬ 
teen  they  are  fent  to  fea,  where 
in  their  leifure  hours  their  com¬ 
panions  teach  them  the  art  of  na¬ 
vigation,  which  they  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  prabtifing  on  the  fpot. 
They  learn  the  great  and  ufeful 
art  of  working  a  fhip  in  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fituations  which  the  fea  and 
wind  fo  often  require  ;  and  furely 
there  cannot  be  a  better  or  more 
ufeful  fchool  of  that  kind  in  the 
world.  Then  they  go  gradually 
through  every  liation  of  rowers, 
fleerfmen,  and  harpooners  ;  thus 
they  learn  to  attack,  to  purfue,  to 
overtake,  to  cut  up,  to  drefs 
their  huge  game  ;  and  after 
having  performed  feveral  fuch 
voyages,  and  perfected  themfelves 
in  this  bufinefs,  they  are  fit  either 
for  the  counting  houfe  or  the 
chafe. 

The  firfi  proprietors  of  this 
ifland,  or  rather  the  firft  founders 
of  this  town,  began  their  career 
of  induflry  with  a  fingle  whale¬ 
boat,  with  which  they  went  to 
fifh  for  cod  ;  the  fmall  diflance 
from  their  fihores  at  which  they 
caught  it,  enabled  them  foon  to 
increafe  their  bufinefs,  and  thofe 
early  fuccefies  firfi  led  them  to 
conceive  that  they  might  likewife 
catch  the  whales,  which  hitherto 
fported  undiflurbed  on  their  banks. 
After  many  trials  and  feveral  *nif- 
Carriages,  they  fucceeded  •  thus 
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they  proceeded,  flep  by  flep  •  the 
profits  of  one  fuccefsful  enterprize 
helped  them  to  purchafe  and  pre¬ 
pare  better  materials  for  a  more 
extenfive  one  •  as  thefe  were  at¬ 
tended  with  little  colls,  their  pro¬ 
fits  grew  greater.  The  fouth  fides 
of  the  ifland  from  eafl  to  welt, 
were  divided  into  four  equal  parts, 
and  each  part  was  affigned  to  a 
company  of  fix,  which  though 
thus  fepa rated,  flill  carried  on 
their  bufinefs  in  common.  In  the 
middle  of  this  diflance,  they  erect¬ 
ed  a  mail,  provided  with  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  rounds,  and 
near  it  they  built  a  temporary  hut, 
where  five  of  the  aflociates  lived, 
whiltl  the  fixth  from  his  high  fla- 
tion  carefully  looked  toward  the 
fea,  in  order  to  obferve  the  {pout¬ 
ing  of  the  whales.  As  foon  as 
any  were  difeovered,  the  fentinel 
defeended,  the  whale-boat  was 
launched,  and  the  company  went 
forth  in  quefl  of  their  game.  It 
may  appear  flrange  to  you,  that 
fo  {lender  a  veffel  as  an  American 
whale  boat,  containing  fix  dimi¬ 
nutive  beings,  fhould  dare  to  pur¬ 
fue  and  to  attack,  in  its  native 
element,  the  largefl  and  ftrongefl 
fifh  that  nature  has  created.  Yet 
by  the  exertions  of  an  admirable 
dexterity,  improved  by  a  long 
prabtice,  in  which  thefe  people 
are  become  fuperior  to  any  other 
whale-men  ;  by  knowing  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  whale  after  her  firfi 
movement,  and  by  many  other 
ufeful  obfervations  $  they  feldom 
failed  to  harpoon  it,  and  to  bring 
the  huge  leyiathan  on  the  fhores. 
Thus  they  went  on  until  the  pro¬ 
fits  they  made,  enabled  them  to 
purchafe  larger  veffels,  and  to  pur¬ 
fue  them  farther;-  when  the  whales 
quitted  their  coafts ;  thofe  who 
E  3  failed 
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failed  in  their  enterprizes,  re¬ 
turned  to  the  cod  fifheries,  which 
had  been  their  firft  ichool,  and 
their  fir H;  relource  ;  they  even  be¬ 
gan  to  vifit  the  banks  of  Cape 
Breton,  the  ifle  of  Sable,  and  all 
the  other  fulling  places,  with 
which  this  coaft  of  America 
abounds.  By  degrees  they  went 
a  whaling  to  Newfoundland,  to 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Laurence,  to  the 
Straits  of  Bcileifle,  the  coaft  of 
Labrador,  Davis’s  Straits,  even  to 
Cape  Desolation,  in  yoQ  of  lati¬ 
tude  ;  where  the  Danes  carry  on 
fume  fifheries  in  fpite  of  the  per¬ 
petual  feverities  of  that  inhofpita- 
ble  climate.  In  procefs  of  time 
they  vifited  the  weftern  ifiands, 
the  latitude  of  34°  famous  for  rhat 
fifh,  the  Brafi's,  the  coaft  of  Gui¬ 
nea.  Would  you  believe  that 
they  have  already  gone  to  the 
Falkland  ifiands,  and  that  I  have 
heard  feveral  of  them  talk  of  going 
to  the  South  Sea !  T  heir  confi¬ 
dence  is  fo  great,  and  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  branch  of  bufinefs  fb 
fuperior  to  that  of  any  other  peo¬ 
ple,  that  they  have  acquired  a 
monopoly  of  this  commodity.  Such 
were  their  feeble  beginnings,  fuch 
the  infancy  and  the  progress  of 
their  maritime  fchemes  •  fuch  is 
new  the  degree  of  boldnefs  and 
activity  to  which  they  are  arrived 
ii  their  manhood.  After  their 
examples  feveral  companies  have 
been  formed  in  many  of  our  capi¬ 
tals,  where  every  neceftary  article 
of  provifions,  implements,  and 
timber,  are  to  be  found.  But  the 
induftrv  exerted  by  the  people  of 
Nantucket,  hath  hitherto  enabled 
them  to  rival  all  their  competitors  ; 
confequently  this  is  the  greateft 
market  for  oil,  whale- bone,  and 
Derma  ceti,  on  the  continent. 
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It  does  not  follow  however  that 
they  are  always  fuccefsful  ;  this 
would  be  an  extraordinary  field 
indeed,  where  the  crops  fhould 
never  fail  ;  many  voyages  do  not 
repay  the  original  coft  of  fitting 
out  :  they  bear  fuch  misfortunes 
like  true  merchants,  and  as  the/ 
never  venture  their  all  like  game- 
fters,  they  try  their  fortunes  a- 
gain  ;  the  latter  hope  to  win  by 
chance  alone,  the  former  by  in- 
duftry,  well  judged  (peculation, 
and  fome  hazard.  I  was  there 

when  Mr. - had  miffed  one  of 

his  vefiels  ;  fhe  had  been  given 
over  for  loft  by  every  body,  but 
happily  arrived  before  I  came 
away,  after  an  abfence  of  thirteen 
months.  She  had  met  with  a  va- 
liety  of  difappointments  on  the 
ftation  fiie  was  ordered  to,  and 
rather  than  return  empty,  the 
people  fteered  for  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  where  they  fortunately  fell 
m  with  feveral  whales,  and  brought 
home  upward  of  600  barrels  of 
oil,  befides  bone.  Thofe  returns 
are  fometimes  difpofed  of  in  the 
towns  of  the  continent,  where 
they  are  exchanged  for  fuch  com¬ 
modities  as  are  wanted  ;  but  they 
are  moft  commonly  fent  to  Eng¬ 
land,  where  they  ,  always  feil  for 
cafii.  When  this  is  intended,  a 
velfel  larger  than  the  reft  is  fitted 
out  to  be  filled  with  oil  on  the 
fpot  where  it  is  found  and  made, 
and  thence  fiie  fails  immediately 
for  London.  This  expedient  faves 
time,  freight,  and  expence  ;  and 
from  that  capital  they  bring  back 
whatever  they  want.  They  em¬ 
ploy  alfo  feveral  vefiels  in  tranft 
potting  lumber  to  the  Weft-lndian 
ifiands,  from  whence  they  procure 
in  return  the  various  productions 
of  the  country,  which  they  af¬ 
terwards 
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Cerwards  exchange  wherever  they 
can  hear  of  an  advantageous  mar¬ 
ket.  Being  extremely  acute  they 
well  know  how  to  improve  all 
the  advantages  which  the  combi¬ 
nation  of  fo  many  branches  of  bu- 
finefs  conftantly  affords  ;  the  fpirit 
of  commerce,  which  is  the  fimple 
art  of  a  reciprocal  fupply  of  wants, 
is  well  underftood  here  by  every 
body.  They  poffefs,  like  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  Americans,  a  large 
Ihare  of  native  penetration,  acti¬ 
vity,  and  good  fenfe,  which  lead 
them  to  a  variety  of  other  fecon- 
dary  fchemes  too  tedious  to  men¬ 
tion  ;  they  are  well  acquainted 
with  the  cheapeft  method  of  pro¬ 
curing  lumber  from  Kennebeck 
liver,  Ponobfcot,  &c.  pitch  and 
tar,  from  North  Carolina  •  flour 
and  bifeuit,  from  Philadelphia  ; 
beef  and  pork,  from  Connecticut. 
They  know  how  to  exchange  their 
cod  fifh  and  Weft  Indian  produce, 
for  thofe  articles  which  they  are 
continually  either  bringing  to  their 
ifland,  or  fending  off  to  other 
places  where  they  are  wanted. 
By  means  of  all  thefe  commercial 
negociations,  they  have  greatly 
cheapened  the  fitting  out  of  their 
whaling  fleets,  and  therefore  much 
improved  their  fifheries.  They 
are  indebted  for  all  thefe  advan¬ 
tages,  not  only  to  their  national 
genius,  but  to  the  poverty  of  their 
foil  ;  and  as  a  proof  of  what  I 
have  fo  often  advanced,  look  at 
the  Vineyard  (their  neighbouring 
ifland)  which  is  inhabited  by  a 
fet  of  people  as  keen  and  as  faga- 
cious  as  themfelves.  Their  foil 
being  in  general  extremely  fertile, 
they  have  fewer  navigators ;  tho’ 
they  are  equally  well  fituated  for 
the  flfhing  bufinefs. 
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A  Jhort  Narrative  of  the  late  Gil¬ 
bert  W ell,  L,  L  D. 

4 The  following  Account  of  the  late 
Dr.  G.  Weft,  voe  have  reafon  to 
afjure  our  Readers ,  is  perfectly  au¬ 
thentic. 

Gilbert  Weft  was  the 
fon  of  the  Reverend  DoCtor 
W eft.  He  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  deprived  of  his  father  whilft 
under  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
and  juft  too  at  the  time  when  a 
Mitre  was  expeCted  for  the  doctor, 
through  the  intereft  of  a  powerful 
friend,  Lord  Orford,  who  had 
gained  the  royal  affent  to  raife  him 
to  that  dignity.  At  this  early 
period  of  his  life,  he  was  left  to 
the  care  of  his  difconfolate  and  dif- 
treffed  mother,  who  had  not  only 
her  own  lofs  to  deplore,  but  alfo  the 
blafted  hopes  of  a  young  family. 
Gilbert  Weft  was  fent  to  Eton, 
and  compleated  his  education  at 
Oxford.  His  mother  was  the 
eldeft  daughter  of  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  and  fifter  to  Lord  Cob- 
ham  ;  a  woman  not  more  diftin- 
guiftied  for  her  beauty,  than  for 
her  exemplary  conduct  through 
life.  Her  marrying  a  clergyman, 
though  a  man  of  family,  of  learn¬ 
ing,  and  high  character,  was  fo 
refented  by  her  brother  Cobham, 
who  hated  (as  he  declared)  the 
whole  cloth,  that  he  excluded  her 
from  his  honours  and  eftates,  and 
fettled  them  on  his  fecond  filler’s 
male  iftue,  confining  the  little 
marks  of  his  brotherly  attentions 
for  his  elder  fifter,  to  her  fon  Gil¬ 
bert  Weft.  Lord  Cobham  pre- 
fented  Mr,  Weft,  while  at  Oxford, 
with  a  cornetfy  in  his  own  regi¬ 
ment.  He  was  then  reading  di- 
E  4  '  vinity, 
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vinity,  that  being  the  bent  of  his 
inclination,  and  bed  adapted  to  his 
ferious  turn  of  mind,  being  thus 
called  into  the  military  line,  he 
was  naturally  led  to  make  frequent 
vifits  from  Oxford  to  Stowe,  to 
gain  knowledge  of  his  uncle  in  his 
new  profeffion,  whom  he  looked 
up  to  with  the  greateft  admiration  ; 
his  lordfhip  being  pofiefled  of  bril¬ 
liant  talents,  and  a  perfect  know- 
ledge  of  the  world.  *1  o  his  iord- 
il* ip’s  captivating  ftandard,  many 
of  the  firft  genius  repaired,  which 
gave  rife  to  animated  converla- 
tions,  and  the  di (play  of  wit  on 
various  fubjedts.  Among  other 
topics,  revealed  religion  had  its 
turn  for  animadverfion,  and  was 
reprefented  as  a  work  of  jmpofi- 
tion,  which  a  wife  man  mull  re¬ 
ject  ;  and  that  the  whole  derived 
its  fource  from  pried  cralt.  7  his 
caught  the  honed  mind  of  JVIr. 
Wed  ;  and  then  not  being  able  to 
anfwer  the  deluding  arguments 
brought  in  fupport  ot  thcfe  fatal 
errors,  he  imbibed  this  on  princi¬ 
ple,  that  there  was  no  real  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  great  truths  fet  forth 
in  the  holy  j cr  ip  t  ures  ;  but  he  never 
was  brought  to  lofe  light  of  the 
Supreme  Being  in  all  his  glorious 
works,  to  whom  he  ever  paid  the 
devouteft  adoration.  His  love  of 
virtue  in  its  fulled  extent,  was  fo 
great,  that  his  actions  throughout 
were  conlidered  by  thofe,  who 
knew  him  well,  to  be  fo  upright, 
as  never  to  border  upon  vice. 

He  was  one  of  the  dudents  of 
Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  and  from 
thence  had  his  introduction  into 
the  Secretary  of  State’s  office, 
being  nominated  by  that  univerfity 
to  anfwer  the  plan  of  government 
in  fending  fuch  a  given  number  of 


them  to  be  initiated  into  the  bu« 
finds  of  the  date,  in  order  to 
qualify  them  for  foreign  embaffies. 
Lord  Townfhend,then  Secretary  of 
State,  received  Mr.  Wed  with  great 
marks  of  friendly  regard,  and  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  confidential  bu~ 
finefs  at  his  own  houfe  ,•  and  when 
his  lordfhip  attended  King  George 
the  Fird  to  Hanover,  Mr.  Weft 
accompanied  him.  This  gave  a 
fair  profpedt  for  Mr.  Weft  s  ad¬ 
vancement,  and  certainly  it  mull 
have  taken  place,  had  not  his  un¬ 
cle  Lord  Cobham  become  a  violent 
oppofer  of  adminiftration.  Lord 
Townflhend,  in  confequence  of  it, 
told  Mr.  Weft  very  fairly,  that 
he  could  no  longer  give,  fupport  to 
his  acknowledged  merit,  as  his 
uncle  ftood  in  the  way  of  his  pro¬ 
motion,  and  any  favour  done  to 
him,  would  be  conftrued  as  a 
fervile  court  paid  to  Lord  Cob- 
ham.  Mr.  Gilbert  Weft  feeing 
that  he  mud  fall  a  facrifice  to  his 
alliance  with  Lord  Cobham,  quit¬ 
ted  the  feene  of  public  bufinefs, 
foon  after  married,  and  fixed  at 
Peckham  in  Kent  ;  where  his 
tranquil  life  was  rendered  truly 
pleating,  by  books,  and  a  chofen 
few,  who  frequently  came  there, 
and  by  their  rational  and  unre- 
ftrained  converfe,  enjoyed  a  fe¬ 
licity  they  could  not  find  in  the 
bufy  world.  His  near  relation, 
and  long  tried  valuable  friend, 
George  Lyttelton,  reprefented  Mr. 
Weft  in  fo  advantageous  a  ii^ht 
to  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales,  in 
whofe  fervice  he  then  was,  that 
his  royal  highnefs,  On  Mr.  Lyttel¬ 
ton’s  recommendation,  authorised 
him  to  acquaint  Mr.  Weft,  that 
he  intended  to  give  him  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  the  young  prince,  his 

prefent 
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prefent  niajcfty.  This  being  com¬ 
municated  to  Mr  Weft  by  Mr. 
Lyttleton,  he  took  very  deeply 
into  confideration  the  importance 
of  fuch  a  charge,  and  it  led  him 
to  conclude,  that  no  principles 
Could  be  binding  on  the  human 
mind,  which  had  not  religion  for 
their  bafts.  He  therefore  refolved 
to  find  out  the  true  one,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  reft  his  faith  upon  it,  give 
comfort  to  his  own  mind,  and 
qualify  himfelf  for  the  truft  expect¬ 
ed  to  be  repofed  in  him.  To  effeCt 
thefe  falutary  ends,  he  determin¬ 
ed  to  read  the  fcriptures  with  the 
utmoft  care,  believing,  if  they 
were  of  divine  infpiration,  all 
feeming  inconfiftencies  were  to  be 
reconciled.  Thefe  important  con- 
fiderations  he  offered  to  his  worthy 
good  friend,  George  Lyttelton, 
whole  warm  and  excellent  heart 
exulted  on  the  noble  and  pious 
ideas  thrown  out  on  the  occafion  ; 
and  there  enfued  between  thefe 
long  loved  and  efteemed  friends, 
the  moft  inierefting  and  affecting 
converfation,  which  the  perfon 
who  writes  this,  had  the  fatisfac- 
ticn  to  be  wicnefs  to,  and  to  their 
refolutions,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  undertake  their  obfervations  on 
the  Refurreftion  and  St.  Paul ; 
which  were  foon  after  given  to 
the  public,  in  1747-  In  the  year 
following,  the  Univerfity  of  Ox¬ 
ford  created  Mr.  Weft,  DoCtor  of 
Laws,  by  diploma.  The  appro¬ 
bation  given  to  thefe  performances, 
put  Mr.  Weft  upon  a  more  exten- 
five  plan,  as  the  cavillers  faid, 
all  objections  were  ftill  in  force, 
except  the  authenticity  of  the 
fcriptures  tvere  proved.  He  there¬ 
fore  began  upon  that  great  work, 
but  got  no  farther  than  the  three 
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firft  chapters  in  Genefis,  it  pleafing 
the  alb  wife  difpoier,  to  remove 
him  to  that  glorious  ftate,  where 
all  he  had  been  meditating  upon 
in  this  imperfeCt  one,  was  no 
doubt  opened  to  his  view.  It  is 
impoffible  to  deferibe  the  heart¬ 
felt  delight  he  received  in  ftudy- 
ing  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  his 
mind  was  fo  illumined  with  thefe 
facred  truths,  and  with  holding 
as  he  did  a  conftant  intercourfe 
with  the  Divine  Nature,  that  he 
feemed  to  be  above  the  injuiies 
of  fortune,  or  pains  of  ficknets, 
looking  forward  to  a  more  per¬ 
manent  condition.  His  fublime 
piety,  virtue,  amiable  and  chearfu! 
dilpofition,  made  him  equally  be¬ 
loved  and  refpe£ted  ;  nor  was  ever 
any  man  more  warmly  and  ten¬ 
derly  attached  to  his  friends  than 
he  was.  Mr.  Weft  had  too  much 
dignity  of  character,  to  admit  of 
pride  or  fupercilioufnefs  ;  never 
beholding  with  fcorn  the  imperfeCt 
characters,  or  imperfeCt  pleafures 
of  other  men  ;  he  enjoyed  with, 
complacency,  himfelf,  the  inno¬ 
cent  pleafures  of  life,  whether 
prefented  to  him  under  the  form 
of  beautiful  nature,  or  ingenious 
art. 

To  an  early  friendflrip  with  the 
then  Duke  of  Devonihire’s  fori, 
he  owed  the  being  appointed  one 
of  the  clerks  extraordinary  of  the 
privy  council,  the  duke  being 
prefident ;  and  rto  Mr.  Pitt,  after¬ 
wards  Lord  Chatham,  he  was 
indebted,  for  his  being  Treafurer 
of  Chelfea  Hofpital.  But  as  the 
advantages  flowing  from  them 
came  to  him  very  late  in  life,  he 
may  be  faid  to  have  paffed  almoft 
through  it  with  a  narrow  income. 
His  mind  however  being  rich  with 

knowledge 
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knowledge  and  content,  be  might  emphatically  faidj  il  My  dear  Ton 
be  deemed,  notwithftanding  his  is  taken  to  a  better  Father  and 
claim  to  a  high  fituation,  a  happy  with  that  pious  reflection,  he  calm- 
man  until  he  had  loft  his  only  child,  ed  his  own  forrows,  and  thofe  of 
a  fon  at  man’s  eftate,  in  whom  he  his  afflicted  wife  and  fympathizing 
had  placed  much  comfort  and  all  friends.  He  furvived  his  fon  but 
his  hopes.  On  receiving  the  fa-  one  year,  and  died  in  1756*  aged 
tal  fhock  of  his  death,  he  only  about  fifty. 
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On  the  Heat  of  the  IVater  in  the 
Gulf-Jit  earn.  By  Charles  Blag- 
den,  M.  D.  Pbyftcian  to  the  Ar¬ 
my,  F.  R.  «V.  From  k)ol.  Ixxi. 
part  ii.  of  the  Philojophical  Tran- 
factions. 

ONE  of  the  moll  remarkable 
fa£ts  obferved  in  navigating 
the  ocean,  is  that  conftant  and  ra¬ 
pid  current  which  fits  along  the 
coaft  of  North  America  to  the 
northward  and  eaftward,  and  is 
commonly  known  to  feamen  by 
the  name  of  the  Gulf-dream.  It 
feems  juftly  attributed  to  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  trade-winds,  which 
blowing  from  the  ealfern  quarter 
into  the  great  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
caufe  there  an  accumulation  of 
the  water  above  the  common  level 
of  the  fea  ;  in  confequence  ot 
which,  it  is  conftantly  running  out 
by  the  channel  where  it  finds  lead 
refidance,  that  is,  through  the 
Gulf  of  Florida,  with  fuch  force 
as  to  continue  a  diftind  dream  to 
a  very  great  diftance.  Since  all 
fhips  going  from  Europe  to  any 
of  the  fouthern  provinces  of  North 
America  mull:  crols  this  current, 
and  are  materially  affeded  by  it 
in  their  courfe,  every  circumftance 
of  its  motion  becomes  an  objed 

*  From  the  difference  between  civil 
to  obfcrve,  that  the  former  is  always  n 
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highly  interefting  to  the  feaman, 
as  well  as  of  great  curiofity  to  the 
philofopher.  An  obfervation  which 
occurred  to  me  on  the  fpot  fuggelfs 
a  new  method  of  inveftigating  a 
matter  that  appears  fo  worthy  of 
attention. 

During  a  voyage  to  America  In 
the  fpring  of  the  year  1776,  I 
ufed  frequently  to  examine  the 
heat  of  fea-water  newly  drawn,  in 
order  to  compare  it  with  that  of 
the  air.  We  made  our  paflage  far 
to  the  fouthward.  In  this  fixa¬ 
tion,  the  greated  heat  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  which  I  obferved  was  fuch  as 
railed  the  quickfilver  in  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  thermometer  to  This 

happened  twice  ;  the  firft  time  on 
the  10th  of  April,  in  latitude  210 
10'  N.  and  longitude,  by  our 
reckoning,  52°  W,  ;  and  the  fe- 
cond  time,  three  days  afterwards, 
in  latitude  22°  f  and  longitude 
550  ;  but  in  general  the  heat  of 
the  fea  near  the  tropic  of  Cancer 
about  the  middle  of  April  was 
from  76°  to  770. 

The  rendezvous  appointed  for 
the  fleet  being  off  Cape  Fear,  our 
courfe,  on  approaching  the  Ame¬ 
rican  coaft,  became  north-weft- 
ward.  On  the  23d*  of  April  the 
heat  of  the  fea  was  740,  our  lati- 

and  nautical  time,  it  becomes  neceflary 
leant  in  this  paper, 

*  tude 
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tude  at  noon  28°  y  N.  Next  day 
the  heat  was  only  7 1  0  ;  we  were 
then  in  latitude  12  ;  the  heat 
of  the  water,  therefore,  was  now 
leftening  very  fail  in  proportion 
to-  he  change  of  latitude.  The 
45th  our  latitude  was  3 1 u  3'  j  hut 
though  we  had  thus  gone  almofi:  2Q 
farther  to  the  northward,  the  heat 
of  the  fea  was  this  day  rather  in- 
creafed,  it  being  72°  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  and  7 2°i  in  the  evening. 
Next  day,  the  26th  of  April,  at 
half  after  eight  in  the  morning, 

I  again  plunged  the  thermometer 
into  fea-water,  and  was  greatly 
furprifed  to  fee  the  quickfilver  rife 
to  7b0,  higher  than  I  had  ever 
obferved  it,  even  within  the  tro¬ 
pic.  As  the  difference  was  too 
great  to  be  imputed  to  any  acci¬ 
dental  variation,  I  immediately 
conceived  that  we  muft  have  come 
into  the  Gulf-ftream,  the  water  of 
which  ftill  retained  great  part  of 
the  heat  that  it  had  acquired  in 
the  torrid  x,one  This  idea  was 
confirmed  by  the  fubfequent  regu¬ 
lar  and  quick  diminution  of  the 
heat ;  the  iTiip’s  run  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  had  leffened  it  20  ;  the 
thermometer,  at  three  quarters 
after  eight,  being  raifed  by  fea- 
water  frefih  drawn  only  to  76°  ; 
by  nine  the  heat  was  reduced  to 
73°,  and  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
more,  to  710  nearly:  all  this  time 
the  wind  blew  freftr,  and  we  were 
going  feven  knots  an  hour  on  a 
north-weftern  courfe.  The  water 
now  began  to  lofe  the  fine  tranf- 
parent  blue  colour  of  the  Ocean, 
and  to  afliime  fomething  of  a 
greenilb  olive  tinge,  a  well-known 
indication  of  foundings*  Accord- 
ingly,  between  four  and  five  in 
the  afternoon  ground  was  ftruck 
with  the  dead  at  the  depth  of 


eighty  fathom,  the  heat  of  the 
fea  being  then  reduced  to  69°. 
Jn  the  courie  of  the  following 
night  and  next  day,  as  we  came 
into  fhallower  water  and  nearer 
the  land,  the  temperature  of  the 
fea  gradually  funk  to  63°,  which 
was  nearly  that  of  the  air  at  the 
time. 

Unfortunately  bad  weather  on 
the  26th  prevented  us  from  taking 
an  obfervation  of  the  fun  ;  but  on 
the  27th,  though  it  was  then  clou¬ 
dy  at  noon,  we  calculated  the  la¬ 
titude  from  two  altitudes,  and 
found  it  to  be  330  26'  N,  The 
difference  of  this  latitude  from 
that  which  we  had  obferved  on 
the  23th,  being  20  23',  was  fo 
much  greater  than  could  be  de¬ 
duced  from  the  (hip’s  run  marked 
in  the  log-book,  as  to  convince 
the  Teamen  that  we  had  been  fet 
many  miles  to  the  northward  by 
the  current. 

On  the  25th  at  noon,  the  lon¬ 
gitude  by  our  reckoning  was  740 
W.  and  I  believe  the  computation 
to  have  been  pretty  juft  ;  but  the 
foundings,  together  with  the  lati¬ 
tude,  will  determine  the  fpot 
where  thefe  obfervations  were 
made  better  than  any  reckoning 
from  the  eaftward.  The  (hip’s 
run  on  the  26th,  from  nine  in  the 
forenoon  to  four  in  the  afternoon, 
was  about  ten  leagues  on  a  north- 
weft  by  north  courfe  ;  foon  after¬ 
wards  we  hove-to  in  order  to 
found,  and,  finding  bottom,  we 
went  very  (lowly  all  night,  and 
till  noon  the  next  day. 

From  thefe  obfervation6,  I 
think,  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
the  Gulph-ftream,  about  the  33d 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the 
76th  degree  of  longitude  weft  of 
Greenwich,  is,  in  the  month  of 

April* 
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April,  at  'lead  fix  degrees  hotter 
than  the  water  of  the  fea  through 
which  it  runs.  As  the  heat  of 
the  fea-water  evidently  began  to 
increafe  in  the  evening  of  the  25th, 
and  as  the  obfervations  fhew  that 
we  were  getting  out  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  when  I  firil  tried  the  heat  in 
the  morning  of  the  26th,  it  is  mod 
probable,  that  the  fhip’s  run  during 
the  night  is  nearly  the  breadth  of 
the  llream  meafured  obliquely  a- 
crofs ;  that,  as  it  blew  a  frefli 
breeze,  it  could  not  be  much  lefs 
than  twenty-five  leagues  in  fifteen 
hours,  the  diftance  of  time  be¬ 
tween  the  two  obfervations  of  the 
heat  ;  and  hence  the  breadth  of 
the  dream  may  be  eftimared  at 
twenty  leagues.  The  breadth  of 
the  Gulf  of  Florida,  which  evi¬ 
dently  bounds  the  dream  at  its 
origin,  apoe  rs  by  the  charts  to 
be  two  or  three  miles  lefs  than 
this,  excluding  the  rocks  and  fand- 
banks  which  fuiround  the  Banama 
iflands,  and  the  fhallow  water  that 
extends  to  a  confiderable  didance 
from  the  coad  of  Florida  ;  and 
the  correfpondence  of  thefe  mea- 
fures  is  very  remarkable,  fince  the 
dream,  from  well-known  prin¬ 


ciples  of  hydraulics,  mud  gradu¬ 
ally  become  wider,  as  it  gets  to  a 
greatei  didance  from  the  channel 
by  which  it  iffues. 

if  the  heat  of  the  Gulf  of  Mex¬ 
ico  was  known,  many  curious  cal¬ 
culations  might  be  formed  by  com¬ 
paring  it  with  that  of  the  current. 
The  mean  heat  of  Spanidi  town 
and  Kingdon  in  Jamaica  feems 
not  to  exceed  ;  that  of  Sr. 

Domingo  on  the  fea  coad  may  be 
edimated  at  the  fame  from  MonC 
Godin’s  obfervations  f  ;  but  as  the 
coad  of  the  contieent  which 
bounds  the  gulf  to  the  wedward 
and  fouthward  is  probably  warmer, 
perhaps  a  degree  or  two  may  be 
allowed  for  the  mean  temperature 
of  the  climate  over  t.h®  whole  bay  : 
let  it  be  dated  at  8z°  or  83°.  Now 
there  feems  to  be  great  probability 
in  the  fuppofition  that  the  fea,  at 
a  certain  comparatively  fmall  dis¬ 
tance  below  its  furface,  agrees  in 
beat  pretty  nearly  with  the  ave¬ 
rage  temperature  of  the  air  during 
the  whole  year  iq  that  part  ;  and 
hence  it  may  be  conjectured,  fhat 
the  general  heat  of  the  water,  as 
it  iffues  out  of  the  bay  to  form  the 
dream,  is  about  82°^,  the  fmall 


#  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  London,  1774,  vol.  III.  p.  652,653.  The  different 
obfervauons  of  the  heat  recorded  in  that  work  do  not  agree  together  ;  but  thofe 
adopted  here  are  taken  from  that  dries  which  appeared  to  me  the  mod  correct. 

■f  Monf.  Godin’s  experiments  upon  the  pendulum  were  made  at  the  Petit 
Goave.  They  continued  from  the  24th  of  Augufl  to  the  4th  of  September,  and 
Reaumur’s  thermometer  (fee  Mem.  Acad.  Science  j  7 3 5,  p.517.)  According  to 
Monf.  de  Luc’s  calculation  (fee  Modifications  rle  rAimofphere,  vol.  I.  p.  378.) 
the  25th  degree  of  Monf.  de  Reaumur’s  true  thermometer  anfwers  to  about  the 
85th  of  Fahrenheit’s  ;  hut  the  average  heat  in  Jamaica  during  the  months  o# 
Augufl  and  September  is  alfo  85°  ;  hence  we  may  conclude,  that  the  mean  heat 
for  the  whole  year  is  nearly  the  fame  on  the  fea-coafts  in  both  iflands, 

J  The  lo  wed  calculation  of  the  mean  temperature  of  the  gulf  is  preferred  on 
this  occafion,  becaufe  of  the  condant  influx  of  new  water  from  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  produced  by  the  trade- w  inds ;  w  hich  water  not  having  been  near  any 
land  mud,  I  think,  be  fenfibly  cooler  than  that  which  has  remained  fome  time 
inclofed  in  the  bay.  On  this  fubjeCf  the  obfervations  made  by  Alexander 
Dalrymple,  Efq.  relative  to  the  heat  of  the  fea  near  the  Coad  or  Guinea, 
ought  to  be  coefulted  (fee  Phil.  Tranf.  vol.  LX VII I.  p.  394,  &c  ) 
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variations  of  temperature  on  the 
furface  not  being  fufRcient  to  af- 
fe£t  materially  that  of  the  general, 
mafs.  At  the  tropic  of  Cancer  I 
found  the  heat  to  be  770  ;  the 
ftream,  therefore,  in  its  whole 
courfe  from  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
may  be  fnppofed  to  have  been 
conftantly  running  through  water 
from  4°  to  6°  colder  than  itfelf, 
sind  yet  it  had  loft  only  40  of  heat, 
though  the  furrounding  water, 
where  I  obferved  it,  was  10?  be¬ 
low  the  fuppofed  original  tempe¬ 
rature  of  the  water  which  forms 
the  current.  From  this  fmail  di¬ 
minution  of  the  heat,  in  a  dif- 
tance,  probably  of  300  miles,  fome 
idea  may  be  acquired  of  the  vaft 
body  of  fluid  which  fets  out  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  great 
velocity  of  its  motion.  Nume^As 
obfer  vat  ions  on  the  temperaturemf 
this  ftream,  in  every  part  of  it, 
and  at  different  feafons  of  the  year;, 
compared  with  the  heat  of  the 
water  in  the  furrounding  Teas, 
both  within  and  without  the 
tropic,  would,  I  apprehend,  be  the 
be  ft  means  of  afcertaining  its  na¬ 
ture,  and  determining  every  ma¬ 
terial  circumftance  of  its  move¬ 
ment,  efpecially  if  the  eftedt  of 
the  current  in  pufhing  fhips  to  the 
northward  is  carefully  attended  to, 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  obfer- 
vations  upon  its  heat. 

On  the  25  th  of  September, 
*777,  as  the  fhips  which  had 
tianfpor'ed  Sir  William  Howe’s 
army  up  Chefepeak  Bay  were  re¬ 
turning  towards  the  Delaware, 
with  the  ftck  and  ftores,  they  were 
overtaken,  between  Cape  Charles 
and  Cape  Hinlopen,  by  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which,  after  fome 
variation,  fixed  ultimately  at 
N,  N.  E.  and  continued  five  days 
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without  intermifilon.  It  blew  fo 
hard  that  we  were  conftantly  lofing 
ground,  and  driving  to  the  fouth- 
ward  •,  we  alfo  purpoleiy  made 
fome  eafiing  to  keep  clear  of  the 
dangerous  fboals  which  lie  off 
Cape  Hatteras. 

The  28th  at  noon  our  latitude 
was  36°  4c/  N.  and  the  heat  ef 
the  fea  all  day  about  65°.  On 
the  29th  our  latitude  was  36®  2  ; 
we  had,  therefore,  in  the  courfe 
of  thefe  twenty-four  hours,  been 
driven  by  the  wind  38  nautical 
miles  to  the  fouthward  ;  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  fea  continued 
nearly  at  65°.  Next  day,  the 
30th,  our  latitude  at  noon  was 
35°  44 ,  only  1 8  miles  farther  to 
the  fouthward,  though  in  the 
opinion  of  the  ieamen  aboard,  as 
well  as  my  own,  it  had  blown  at 
ieaft  as  hard  on  this  as  any  of  the 
preceding  days,  and  we  had  not 
been  able  to  carry  more  fail  $  con- 
fequently  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  fome  current  had  fet  the  fliip 
23  miles  to  the:  north  ward. 
To  know  whether  this  was  the 
Gulf  ftream,  let  us  confuit  the 
thermometer.  At  half  after  nine 
in  the  forenoon  of  this  day  the 
heat  of  this  water  was  7 6°,  no  lefs 
than  eleven  degrees  above  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  fea  before  we  came 
into  the  current  ! 

Towards  evening  the  wind 
fell,  and  we  ftood  N.  W*  by 
N.  clofe  hauled.  As  the  fea 
ftill  ran  very  high,  and  the  fliip 
fcarcely  went  above  two  knots  an 
hour,  we  did  not  make  lefs  than 
three  points  of  lee-way  on  this 
tack  ;  the  courfe  we  made  good, 
therefore  was  W.  N.  W.  which 
on  the  diftance  run  by  noon  next 
day,  gave  us  about  fixteen  miles 
of  northing  ;  but  that  day,  the  1  ft 

of 
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of  O&ober,  our  latitude  was  36° 
22,  38  miles  farther  to  the  north 
than  we  had  been  the  day  before  ; 
the  difference,  22  miies,  mud  be 
attributed  to  the  Gulf-dream. — 
This,  however,  is  only  part  of 
the  effect  which  the  current  would 
have  produced  upon  the  fhip  if 
we  had  continued  in  it  the  whole 
four  and  twenty  hours  ;  for, 
though  we  were  dill  in  the  ftream 
at  five  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  as  appeared  by  the  heat  of 
the  water  being  then  above  750, 
and  at  eight  in  the  evening  the 
heat  being  dill  740,  yet  by  feven 
next  morning  we  were  certainly 
got  clear  of  it,  the  heat  of  the  fea 
being  then  reduced  to  its  former 
dandard  of  65°.  On  this  occa- 
fion,  therefore,  we  did  not  crofs 
the  dream,  but  having  fallen  in 
with  it  obliquely  on  the  wefiern 
fide,  we  pufhed  out  again  on  the 
fame  fide  as  foon  as  the  gale 
abated. 

Thele  obfervations  having  been 
made  three  degrees  to  the  north¬ 
ward  of  my  former  ones,  it  is  cu¬ 
rious  to  obferve,  that  the  heat  of 
the  Gulf-dream  was  about  20  lefs. 
The  feafons  of  the  year,  indeed, 
were  very  different  ;  but,  perhaps, 
under  (uch  circumdances  that  their 
effects  were  nearly  balanced.  In 
the  latter  obfervations  the  meri¬ 
dian  altitude  of  the  fun  was  lefs  • 
but  then  a  hot  fummer  preceded 
them  :  whereas  in  the  former, 
though  the  fun’s  power  was  be¬ 
come  very  great,  yet  the  winter 
had  been  pad  but  a  fliort  time. 
Calculating  upon  this  proportion 
we  may  be  led  to  fufpedt,  that 
about  the  27th  degree  of  latitude, 
which  is  as  foon  as  the  dream  has 
got  clear  of  the  Gulf  of  Florida, 
it  begins  fenfibly  to  lofe  its  heat 
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from  82°,  the  fuppofed  tempera¬ 
ture  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
continues  to  lofe  it  at  the  rate  of 
about  20  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale  to 
every  30  of  latitude,  with  fome 
variation,  probably  as  the  fur¬ 
rounding  fea,  and  the  air,  are 
warmer  or  colder  at  different  fea¬ 
fons  of  the  year. 

The  preceding  fadls  had  made 
me  very  defir«us  of  obferving  the 
heat  of  the  Gulf-dream  on  my 
paffage  homeward ;  but  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which  came  on  two 
days  after  we  had  failed  from  San¬ 
dy  Hook,  difabled  every  perfon 
aboard,  who  knew  how  to  handle 
a  thermometer,  from  keeping  the 
deck.  The  mader  of  the  diip, 
homever,  an  intelligent  man,  to 
whom  I  had  communicated  my 
views,  affured  me,  that  on  the 
fecond  day  of  the  gale  the  water 
felt  to  him  remarkably  warm  ; 
we  were  then  near  the  70th  degree 
of  wed  longitude.  This  agrees 
very  well  with  the  common  remark 
of  feamen,  who  alledge,  that  they 
are  frequently  fenfible  of  the 
Gulf-dream  off"  Nantucket  flioals, 
a  didance  of  more  than  1000  miles 
from  the  Gulf  of  Florida.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  calculation  I  have 
before  adopted  of  a  lofs  of  two 
degrees  of  heat  for  every  30  of  la¬ 
titude,  the  temperature  of  the 
Gulf-dream  here  would  be  nearly 
7  3*;  the  difference  of  which  from 
59°,  the  heat  that  I  obferved  in 
the  fea- water  both  before  and  after 
the  gale,  might  eafily  be  perceived 
by  the  mader  of  the  veflel.  This 
was  in  the  winter  feafon,  at  the 
end  of  December. 

An  opinion  prevails  among  fea¬ 
men,  that  there  is  fomething  pe¬ 
culiar  in  the  weather  about  the 
Gulf-dream.  As  far  as  I  could 

judge, 
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judge,  the  heat  of  the  air  was 
eoniiderabiy  increafed  by  it,  as 
might  be  expedted  ;  but  whether 
to  a  degree  or  extent  fufficient  for 
producing  any  material  changes  in 
the  atinofphere  muft  be  determined 
by  future  oblervations. 

Perhaps  other  currents  may  be 
found  which,  iiTuing  from  places 
warmer  or  colder  than  the  lur- 
rounding  fea,  differ  from  it  in 
their  temperature  fo  much  as  to  be 
difcovered  by  the  thermometer. 
Should  there  be  many  fuch,  this 
inftrument  will  come  to  be  ranked 
among  the  moft  valuable  at  fea  ; 
as  the  difficulty  of  afcertaining 
currents  is  well  known  to  be  one 
of  the  greateft  defedts  in  the  pre- 
fent  art  of  navigation. 

In  the  mean  time  T  hope  the 
oblervations  which  have  been  here 
related  are  fufficient  to  prove,  that 
in  croffing  the  Gulf-ftream  very 
cflential  advantages  may  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  ufe  of  the  thermo¬ 
meter;  for  if  the  mailer  of  a  blip, 
bound  to  any  of  the  fouthern  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Noith  America,  will  be 
careful  to  try  the  heat  of  the  fea 
frequently,  he  muft  difeover  very 
accurately  his  entrance  into  the 
Gulf-ftream,  by  the  bidden  in- 
creafe  of  the  heat  *  and  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  fame  experiments  will 
biew  him,  with  equal  exadlnefs, 
ilow  long  he  remains  in  it.  Hence 
he  will  always  be  able  to  make  a 
proper  allowance  for  the  number 
of  miles,  that  the  blip  is  fet  to  the 
northward,  by  multiplying  the 
time  into  the  velocity  of  the  cur¬ 
rent.  Though  this  velocity  is  hi¬ 
therto  very  imperfe&ly  known,  for 
want  of  fome  method  of  determining 
bow  long  the  current  adled  upon 
the  Iliips,  yet  all  uncertainty 
arifing  from  thenc«  muft  foon 
ceafe,  as  a  few  experiments  upon 


the  heat  of  the  ftream,  compared 
with  the  blip’s  run  checked  by  ob- 
fervations  of  the  latitude,  will 
afeertain  its  motion  with  fufficient 
precifion.  From  differences  in  the 
wind,  and  perhaps  other  circum- 
ftances,  it  is  probable,  that  there 
may  be  fome  variations  in  the  ve¬ 
locity  of  the  current ;  and  it  will 
be  curious  to  obferve,  whether 
thefe  variations  may  not  frequently 
be  pointed  out  by  a  difference  in 
its  temperature  ;  as  the  quicker 
the  current  moves,  the  lefs  heat 
is  likely  to  be  loft,  and  conle- 
quently  the  hotter  will  the  water 
be.  In  this  obfervation,  however, 
the  feafon  of  the  year  muft  always 
be  confidered  ;  partly,  becaufe  it 
may,  perhaps,  in  fome  degree  af- 
fedt  the  original  temperature  of 
the  water  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
but  principally,  becaufe  the  adhial 
heat  of  the  ftream  muft  be  greater 
or  lefs  in  proportion  as  the  tradt  of 
the  fea  through  which  it  has  flown 
was  warmer  or  colder.  In  winter, 
I  fhouid  fuppofe,  that  the  heat  of 
the  ftream  itfelf  would  be  rather 
lefs  than  in  fummer  ;  but  that  the 
difference  between  it  and  the  fur¬ 
rounding  fea  would  be  much 
greater  ;  and  I  can  conceive  that, 
in  the  middle  of  fummer,  though 
the  ftream  had  loft  very  little  of  its 
original  heat,  yet  the  fea  might, 
in  fome  parts,  acquire  fo  nearly 
the  fame  temperature,  as  to  render 
itfcarcely  poftibie  to  diftinguifti  by 
the  thermometer,  when  a  blip  en¬ 
tered  into  the  current. 

Befides  the  convenience  of  cor¬ 
recting  a  blip’s  courfe,  by  know¬ 
ing  how  to  make  a  proper  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  diftance  bie  is  fet  to 
the  northward  by  the  current,  a 
method  of  determining  with  cer¬ 
tainty  when  bie  enters  into  the 
Gulf-ftream  is  attended  with  the 
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farther  ineftimable  advantage  of 
Shewing  her  place  upon  the  ocean 
in  the  mod  critical  fituation  ;  for, 
as  the  current  lets  along  the  coaft 
of  America  at  no  great  diftance 
from  foundings,  the  mariner,  when 
he  finds  this  fudden  increafe  of 
heat  in  the  fea,  will  be  warned  of 
his  approach  to  the  coaft,  and  will 
thus  have  timely  notice  to  take 
the  neceflary  precautions  for  the 
fecurity  of  his  veflel.  As  the 
courle  of  the  Gulf-ftream  comes 
to  be  more  accurately  known,  from 
repeated  obfervations  of  the  heat 
2nd  latitudes,  this  method  of  de¬ 
termining  the  fhip’s  place  will  be 
proport  ionably  more  applicable  to 
ufe.  And  it  derives  additional 
importance  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  American  coaft, 
which,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Delaware  to  the  fouthernmoft  point 
of  Florida,  is  every  where  low, 
and  befet  with  frequent  fhoals, 
running  out  fo  far  into  the  fea 
that  a  veflel  may  be  aground  in 
many  places  where  the  fncre  is 
not  to  be  diftingui Hied  even  from 
the  maft-head.  The  Gulf-ftream, 
therefore,  which  has  hitherto 
ferved  only  to  increafe  the  per¬ 
plexities  of  feamen,  will  now,  if 
thefe  obfervations  are  found  to  be 
juft  in  practice,  become  one  of  the 
chief  means  of  their  prefeivation 
upon  that  dangerous  coaft. 


Account  of  a  Child  who  had  the 
Small-pox  in  the  Womb.  Jn  a 
Letter  from  William  Wright, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  to  John  Hunter, 
Ejq  j  F.  R.  S.from  the  fame . 

Southarnptoia-buildings,  Holborn, 
SIR,  Feb.  17,  1781. 

HAVE  read  with  much  plea- 
fure  and  information  Mrs. 

Vol.  XXV. 


HISTORY.  6S 

Ford’s  cafe,  which  you  publifhed 
in  Phil.  Tranfl  vol.  LXX.  p.  128. 
From  the  fadts  you  have  adduced 
it  amounts  to  a  certainty,  that  her 
feetus  had  received  the  variolous 
infection  inthewomb- 

This  induces  me  to  lay  before 
you  a  fingular  cafe,  that  fell  under 
my  care  fomc  years  ago.  I  am 
forry  I  cannot  be  more  particular, 
having  unfortunately  loft  all  my 
books  and  my  notes  of  practice  of 
this  cafe  and  feveral  others,  by 
the  capture  of  the  convoy  on  the 
9th  of  laft  Auguft. 

In  1768  the  fmall-pox  was  fo 
general  in  Jamaica,  that  very  few 
people  efcaped  the  contagion.  A- 
bout  the  middle  of  June,  Mr.  Pe« 
terkin,  merchant  at  Martha-brae, 
in  the  parifh  of  Trelawney,  got 
about  fifty  new  negroes  out  of  a 
rtiip  ;  foon  after  they  landed,  fe¬ 
veral  were  taken  ill  of  a  fever, 
and  the  fmall  pox  appeared  ;  the 
others  were  immediately  inocu¬ 
lated.  Amongft  the  number  of 
thofe  who  had  the  dileafe  in  the 
natural  way,  was  a  woman  of 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  big  with  child.  The  eruptive 
fever  was  flight,  and  the  fmall- 
pox  had  appeared  before  I  faw 
her.  They  were  few,  diftindt  and 
large,  and  fire  went  through  the 
difeafe  with  very  little  trouble, 
till  on  the  fourteenth  day  from 
the  eruption  fhe  was  attacked  with 
a  fever,  which  lafted  only  a  few 
hours.  She  was,  however,  the 
fame  day  taken  in  labour,  and 
delivered  of  a  female  child  with 
the  fmall-pox  on  her  whole  body, 
head  and  extremities.  They  were 
diftindl  and  very  large,  fuch  as 
they  commonly  appear  on  the 
eighth  or  ninth  day  in  favourable 
cafes.  The  child  was  fmall  and 
weakly  •  fhe  could  fuck  but  little  ; 
F  a  wet 
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a  wet  nurfe  was  procured,  and 
every  poffible  care  taken  of  this 
infant,  but  ilie  died  the  third  day 
after  fhe  was  born.  The  mother 
recovered,  and  is  now  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Alexander  Peterkin,  Efq; 
in  St.  James’s  pari  Hi. 

In  the  courfe  of  many  years 
pradice  in  Jamaica,  I  have  re¬ 
marked,  that  where  pregnant  wo¬ 
men  bad  been  feized  with  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall-pox,  or  been  by  miftake 
inoculated,  that  they  generally 
mifcarried  in  the  time  of,  or  foon 
after,  the  eruptive  fever  ;  but  I 
never  faw  any  figns  of  fmall-pox 
on  any  of  their  bodies,  except  oft 
the  child’s  above  mentioned. 

I  am,  &c. 


Natural  Hi  ft  or y  of  the  Infed  ‘which 
produces  the  Gum  Lacca .  By  Mr, 
James  Kerr,  of  Patna  ;  commu¬ 
nicated  by  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
F.  R.  S.  from  the  fame. 

Coccus  Lacca* 

Head &  '"‘If  ' H  E  head  and  trunk 
‘Trunk.]  JL  form  one  uniform, 
oval,  compreifed,  red  body,  of  the 
fhape  and  magnitude  of  a  very  fmall 
loufe,  confiding  of  twelve  tranf- 
verfe  rings.  The  back  is  cari¬ 
nate  ;  the  belly  Hat  ;  the  antennce 
half  the  length  of  the  body,  fili¬ 
form,  truncated,  and  diverging, 
fending  off  two,  often  three,  de¬ 
licate,  diverging  hairs,  longer 
than  the  antenna.  The  mouth 
and  eyes  could  not  be  feen  with 
the  naked  eye. 

Tail.]  The  tail  is  a  little  white 
point,  fending  off  two  horizontal 
hairs  as  long  as  the  body. 

Feet-]  It  has  three  pair  of  limbs, 
half  the  length  of  the  infetl. 


I  have  often  obferved  the  birth 
of  thefe  infeds,  but  never  could 
fee  iany  with  wings  ;  nor  could  I 
find  any  diftindion  of  fexes,  nor 
obferve  their  connubial  rites  ? 
nature  and  analogy  feem  to  point 
out  a  deficiency  in  my  obfervations, 
poffibly  owing  to  the  minutenefs 
of  the  objed,  and  want  of  proper 
glaffes. 

Change .]  This  infect  is  defcribed 
in  that  date  in  which  it  fallies  forth 
from  the  womb  of  the  parent  in  the 
months  of  November  and  Decem¬ 
ber.  They  traverfe  the  branches 
of  the  trees  upon  which  they  were 
produced  for  fome  time,  and  then 
fix  themfelves  upon  the  fucculent 
extremities  of  the  young  branches. 
By  the  middle  of  January  they  are 
all  fixed  in  their  proper  fituations, 
they  appear  as  plump  as  before, 
but  drew  no  other  marks  of  life. 
The  limbs,  antennae,  and  fetse  of 
the  tail  are  no  longer  to  be  feen. 
Around  their  edges  they  are  en¬ 
vironed  with  a  fpiflid  fubpellucid 
liquid,  which  feerns  to  glue  them 
to  the  branch  ;  it  is  the  gradual 
accumulation  of  this  liquid,  which 
forms  a  compleat  cell  for  each  in- 
fed,  and  is  what  is  called  Gum 
Lacca.  About  the  middle  of 
March  the  cells  are  completely 
formed,  and  the  infed  is  in  ap¬ 
pearance  an  oval,  fmooth,  red 
bag,  without  life,  about  the  fize 
of  a  fmall  cuchanical  infect,  emar- 
ginated  at  the  obtufe  end,  full  of 
a  beautiful  red  liquid.  In  Odo~ 
her  and  November  we  find  about 
twenty  or  thirty  oval  eggs,  or 
rather  young  grubs,  within  the 
red  fluid  of  the  mother.  When 
this  fluid  is  all  expanded,  the 
young  infeds  pierce  a  hole  through 
the  back  of  their  mother,  and 
walk  off  one  by  one,  leaving  their 
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exuviae  behind,  which  is  that 
white  membranous  fubftance 
found  in  the  empty  cells  of  the 
Stick  Lac. 

Place.  J  The  infects  are  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  four  trees. 

1.  Ficus  Religiofa,  Linnaei  In 
Hindoftan,  Pipul.  Banyan  Tree. 

2.  Ficus  Indica,  Finnan-  In 
Hindoftan,  Bhur.  Banyan  Tree. 

3.  Plafo  Hortus  Malabarici.  By 
the  natives,  Prafo. 

4.  Rhamnus  Jujuba,  Linnaei- 
In  Hindoftanick,  Beyr. 

The  infects  generally  fix  them- 
fel  ves  fo  clofe  together,  and  in 
fuch  numbers,  that  I  imagine 
only  one  in  fix  can  have  room  to 
compleat  her  cell  ;  the  others  die, 
and  are  eat  up  by  various  infects. 
The  extreme  branches  appear  as 
if  they  were  covered  with  a  red 
dull:,  and  their  fap  is  fo  much  ex¬ 
hausted,  that  they  wither  and  pro¬ 
duce  no  fruit,  the  leaves  drop  off, 
or  turn  to  a  dirty  black  colour. 
Thefe  infedts  are  tranfplanted  by 
birds  ;  if  they  perch  upon  thefe 
branches,  they  muft  carry  off  a 
number  of  the  infedts  upon  their 
feet  to  the  next  tree  they  reft 
upon.  It  is  worth  obferving,  that 
thefe  fig  trees  when  wounded  drop 
a  milky  juice,  which  inftantly  co¬ 
agulates  into  a  vilcid  ropey  fub¬ 
ftance,  which,  hardened  in  the 
open  air,  is  fimilar  to  the  cell  of 
the  Coccus  Lacca.  The  natives 
boil  this  milk  with  oils  into  a 
bird-lime,  which  will  catch  pea¬ 
cocks  or  the  largeft  birds. 

A  red  medicinal  gum  is  pro¬ 
cured  by  incifion  from  the  Plafo 
‘Free,  fo  fimilar  to  the  Gum  Lacca, 
that  it  may  readily  be  taken  for 
the  lame  fubftance.  Hence  it  is 
probable,  that  thofe  infedts  have 
little  trouble  in  animalizing  the 
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fap  of  thefe  trees  in  the  formation 
of  their  cells.  The  Gum  Lacca 
is  rarely  feen  upon  the  Rhamnus 
Jujuba  ;  and  it  is  inferior  to  what 
is  found  upon  the  other  trees. 
The  Gum  Lacca  of  this  country 
is  principally  found  upon  the  un¬ 
cultivated  mountains  on  both  fides 
the  Ganges,  where  bountiful  na¬ 
ture  has  produced  it  in  fuch  abun¬ 
dance,  that  was  the  confumption 
ten  times  greater,  the  markets 
might  be  fiipplied  by  this  minute 
infedt.  The  only  trouble  in  pro¬ 
curing  the  Lac  is  breaking  down 
the  blanches,  and  carrying  them 
to  market.  The  prefent  price  in 
Dacca  is  -about  twelve  /Hillings  the 
hundred  pounds  weight,  although 
it  is  brought  from  the  diftant 
country  of  Aftam.  The  beft  Lac 
is  of  a  deep  red  colour.  If  it  is 
pale,  and  pierced  at  top,  the  value 
diminifhes,  becaufe  the  infedts  have 
left  their  cells,  and  confequently 
they  can  be  of  no  ufe  as  a  dye  or 
colour,  but  probably  they  are 
better  for  varni/hes. 

This  infedt  and  its  cell  has  gone 
under  the  various  names  of  Gum 
Lacca,  Lack,  Loc  Tree.  In  Ber- 
gal,  La  ;  and  by  the  Englifh  it  is 
diftingui Hied  into  four  kinds. 

1  ft,  Stick  Lac,  which  is  the  na¬ 
tural  ftate  from  which  all  the 
others  are  formed. 

2d.  Seed  Lac  is  the  cells  fcpa- 
rated  from  the  fticks. 

3d.  Lump  Lac  is  Seed  Lac  li¬ 
quified  by  fire,  and  formed  into 
cakes. 

4th.  Shell  Lac  is  the  cells  li¬ 
quified,  /trained,  and  formed  into 
thin  tranfparent  laminae  in  the 
following  manner.  Separate  the 
cells  from  the  branches,  break 
them  into  fmall  pieces,  throw  them 
into  a  tub  of  water  for  one  day, 
F  2  wafh 
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wafh  off  the  red  water  and  dry 
the  cells,  and  with  them  fill  a 
cylindrical  tube  of  cotton  cloth, 
two  feet  long,  and  one  or  two 
inches  in  diameter  ;  tie  both  ends, 
turn  the  bag  over  a  charcoal  fire  ; 
as  the  Lac  liquifies  twift  the  bag, 
and  when  a  fufficient  quantity  has 
tranfuded  the  pores  of  the  cloth, 
lay  it  upon  a  fmooth  junk  of  the 
Plantain  Tree  (Mufa  Paradifiaca, 
Linnaei),  and  with  a  ftrip  of  the 
Plantain  leaf  draw  it  into  a  thin 
lamella  ;  take  it  off  while  flexible, 
for  in  a  minute  it  will  be  hard 
and  brittle.  The  value  of  Shell 
Lac  is  according  to  its  tranfpa- 
rency. 

Ufe  to  the  Natives.]  This  is  one 
of  the  molt  ufeful  infects  yet  dis¬ 
covered. 

Ornaments.]  The  natives  con- 
fume  a  great  quantity  of  Shell  Lac 
in  making  ornamental  rings,  paint¬ 
ed  and  gilded  in  various  taftes,  to 
decorate  the  arm&of  the  ladies  ;  and 
it  is  formed  into  beads,  fpiral  and 
linked  chains  for  necklaces,  and 
other  female  ornaments. 

Sealing  lfrax.]  Take  a  (lick,  and 
heat  one  end  of  it  upon  a  charcoal 
fire  •  put  upon  it  a  few  leaves  of  the 
Shell  Lac  foftened  above  the  fire  ; 
keep  alternately  heating  and  add¬ 
ing  more  Shell  Lac,  until  you  have 
got  a  mafs  of  three  or  four  pounds 
of  liquified  Shell  Lac  upon  the  end 
cf  your  flick*.  Knead  this  upon 
a  wetted  board  with  three  ounces 
of  levigated  cinnabar,  form  it  into 
cylindrical  pieces  ;  and,  to  give 
them  a  polifh,  rub  them  while  hot 
with  a  cotton  cloth. 

yapanning.  T ake  a  lump  of 
Shell  Lac,  prepared  in  the  manner 
of  fealing-wax,  with  whatever  co¬ 
lour  you  pleafe,  fix  it  upon  the  end 

*  In  this  manner  Lump  Lac 
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of  a  (lick,  heat  the  poli died  wood, 
over  a  charcoal  fire,  and  rub  it  over 
with  the  half-melted  Lac,  and 
polifh,  by  rubbing  it  even  with  a 
piece  of  folded  Plantain  leaf  held 
in  the  hand  ;  heating  the  lacquer, 
and  adding  more  Lac  as  occafion 
requires.  Their  figures  are  formed 
by  Lac,  charged  with  various  co¬ 
lours  in  the  fame  manner. 

Varnijh •  ]  In  ornamenting  their 
images  and  religious  houfes,  &c. 
they  make  ufe  of  very  thin  beat 
lead,  which  they  cover  with  vari¬ 
ous  varniflies,  made  of  Lac  charged 
with  colours.  The  preparation  of 
them  is  kept  a  fecret.  The  leaf 
of  lead  is  laid  upon  a  fmooth  iron 
heated  by  fire  below,  w?hile  they 
fpread  the  varnifh  upon  it. 

Grindjiones ,]  Take  of  river  fand 
three  parts,  of  Seed  Lac  w^afhed  one 
parts,  mix  them  over  the  fire  in  a 
pot,  and  form  the  mafs  into  the 
fhape  of  a  grindftone,  having  a 
fquare  hole  in  the  center,  fix  it  on 
an  axis  with  liquified  Lac,  heat  the 
ftone  moderately,  and  by  turning 
the  axis  it  may  eafily  be  formed  into 
an  exadt  orbicular  fhape.  Polifli- 
ing  grindftoncs  are  made  only  of 
fuch  fand  as  wdll  pafs  eafily  through 
fine  muflin,  in  the  proportion  of 
two  parts  fand  to  one  of  Lac. 
This  fand  is  found  at  Ragimaul. 
It  is  compofed  of  final!  angular 
cryftalline  particles,  tinged  red 
with  iron,  two  parts  to  one  of 
black  magnetic  fand. 

The  ftone-cutters,  inftead  of 
fand,  ufe  the  pow’der  of  a  very 
hard  granite  called  Corune. 

Thefe  grindftones  cut  very  faft. 
When  they  want  to  increafe  their 
power  they  throw'  fand  upon  them, 
or  let  them  occafionally  touch  the 
edge  of  a  vitrified  brick.  The 

is  formed  from  Seed  Lac. 

fame 
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fame  compofition  is  formed  upon 
flicks,  for  cutting  Hones,  fliells, 
&c.  by  the  hand. 

Painting  ]  Take  one  gallon  of 
the  red  liquor  of  the  fir  ft  wafhing 
for  Shell  Lac,  ftrain  it  through  a 
cloth,  and  let  it  boil  for  a  fhort 
time,  then  add  half  an  ounce  of 
loap  earth  (foftil  alkali)  ;  boil  an 
hour  more,  and  add  three  ounces 
of  powdered  load  (bark  of  a  tree)  ; 
boil  a  fhort  time,  led  it  ftand  all 
night,  and  ftrain  next  day.  Eva¬ 
porate  three  quarts  of  milk,  with¬ 
out  cream,  to  two  quarts,  upon  a 
flow  fire,  curdle  it  with  four  milk, 
and  let  it  ftand  for  a  day  or  two  ; 
then  mix  it  with  the  red  liquor 
above  mentioned  ;  ftrain  them 
through  a  cloth,  add  to  the  mix¬ 
ture  one  ounce  and  an  half  of 
allum,  and  the  juice  of  eight  or 
ten  lemons  ;  mix  the  whole,  and 
throw  it  into  a  cloth  bag  ftrainer. 
The  blood  of  the  infetft  forms  a 
coagulum  with  the  cafeous  part  of 
the  milk,  and  remains  in  the  bag, 
while  a  limpid  acid  water  drains 
from  it.  The  coagulum  is  dried 
in  the  fhade,  and  is  ufed  as  a  red 
colour  in  painting  and  colouring. 

Dying.]  Take  one  gallon  of  the 
red  liquid  prepared  as  before  with¬ 
out  milk,  to  which  add  three  ounces 
of  allum.  Boil  three  or  four 
ounces  of  tamarinds  in  a  gallon  of 
water,  and  ftrain  the  liquor.  Mix 
equal  parts  of  the  red  liquid  and 
tamarind  water  over  a  brifk  fire. 
In  this  mixture  dip  and  wring  the 
fill;  alternately  until  it  has  received 
a  proper  quantity  of  the  dye.  7'o 
increafe  the  colour,  increafe  the 
proportion  of  the  red  liquid,  and 
Uet  the  filk  boil  a  few  minutes  in 
the  mixture.  To  make  the  filk 
hold  the  colour,  they  boil  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  the  bark  called  load  in 
v.  at:r,  ftrain  the  decoction,  and 
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add  cold  water  to  it  ;  dip  the 
dried  filk  into  this  liquor  leveral 
times,  and  then  dry  it.  Cotton 
cloths  are  dyed  in  this  manner  j 
but  the  dye  is  not  fo  lading  as  in 
filk. 

Spanifb  Wool .]  The  Lac  colour 
is  preferved  by  the  natives  upon 
flakes  of  cotton  dipped  repeatedly 
into  a  ftrong  folution  of  the  Lac 
Infedt  in  water,,  and  then  dried. 

Uje  to  the  Europeans.]  See  Eu¬ 
ropean  authors. 


Account  of  t*wo  remarkable  Cafesy 
related  by  Boerhaave,  of  the  Ba¬ 
ron  Van  Waftenaer,  and  the 
Marquis  of  St.  Auban  ;  from 
Dr.  Zimmermann’s  Treatije  on 
Experience  in  Phyfc  •  tranflated 
Jrom  the  German. 

HE  Baron  Van  Waftenaer, 
Admiral  of  Holland,  a  man 
of  a  fober  diipofition,  fubjedl  to 
attacks  of  the  gout,  in  other  re- 
fpedts  healthy,  robuft,  endued 
wdth  great  qualities,  and  with  an 
extraordinary  firmnefs  of  temper, 
had  accuftomed  himfelf  to  the  tak¬ 
ing  an  emetic,  every  time  he 
thought  he  had  ate  too  much. 
He  conceived  this  method  to  be 
fo  very  ufeful  to  him,  that  he 
continued  to  repeat  it,  as  often  as 
he  fancied  there  was  occafion  for 
it.  v  It  was  to  no  purpofe,  that 
his  friends  and  phyficians  diftuad- 
ed  him  from  this  practice.  No¬ 
thing,  in  his  opinion,  relieved 
him  fo  much  as  a  vomit  ;  and  he 
appealed,  in  proof  of  this,  to  his 
pretended  experience. 

A  meflenger  came  one  night 
to  Boerhaave,  to  tell  him,  that 
the  admiral  was  in  the  agonies  of 
death,  perhaps  already  dead,  ac 
his  country  houfe.  Boerhaave 
F  3  flies 
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Hies  to  his  aflidance,  and  finds 
him  leaning  forwards  in  his  bed, 
and  fupported/  by  three  of  his  fer- 
vants.  In  any  other  podure,  his 
pain  became  exceftive.  He  was 
unable  to  lie  down,  either  on  his 
back,  or  his  fide,  or  his  belly, 
and  much  lefs  could  he  fit  on  a 
chair.  Boerhaave  was  the  more  a- 
farmed  at  this  appearance,  becaufe 
he  well  knew,  with  how  much  for¬ 
titude  the  admiral  had  fupported 
the  moil  violent  attacks  of  the 
gout,  without  once  lofing  his  pa¬ 
tience,  or  his  courage,  amidft  the 
moft  excruciating  pains.  The 
groans  of  this  man,  who  on  other 
occafions  had  been  fo  patient  and 
immoveable,  alarmed  him  ft  ill 
more. 

The  admiral,  at  the  fight  of 
Boerhaave,  endeavoured  to  raife 
his  head  a  little,  and  to  give  him 
his  hand  j  but,  on  the  lead  mo¬ 
tion,  or  the  leaft  attempt  to  fpeak, 
he  appeared  to  be  borne  down 
with  excels  of  pain.  It  was  in 
vain,  therefore,  that  he  attempt¬ 
ed  to  defcribe  his  date  ;  at  each 
attempt,  the  bidden  increafe  of 
his  pain  feemed  to  cut  off  his  re- 
fpiration. 

One  of  the  affidants  then  gave 
the  following  account.  Three 
days  before  this  d border,  the  ad¬ 
miral  had  been  prefect  at  an  en¬ 
tertainment,  where  he  had  cat  a 
little  too  much.  The  next  day, 
he  determined  to  prevent,  by  ab- 
dinence,  any  ill  effects  that  might 
refult  from  this  intemperance.  The 
day  before  the  attack,  he  had 
dined,  with  great  moderation,  and 
had  got  on  horfeback  in  good  fpi- 
rits,  and  feemingiy  in  good  health, 
without  the  lead  fufpicion  of  any 
approaching  diforder. 

When  returned  from  his  ride, 
he  abftained  from  flipper,  accord¬ 


ing  to  his  ufual  cudom.  At ,  half 
an  hour  after  nine  o’clock,  he 
drank  three  cups  of  cavduus  bene - 
did  us  tea,  as  he  had  often  done 
before.  He  was  afked,  why  he 
took  the  infufion  that  evening  : 
“  becaufe,”  fays  he,  “I  feel 
“  fomething  difagreeable  in  the 
“  upper  part  of  my  dcmach,  and 
“  1  have  a  mind  to  wafh  it  away.” 
This  fenfation,  he  added,  he  had 
often  felt  before,  and  had  always 
been  relieved  by  vomiting.  Soon 
after  this,  he  puked,  but  with 
difficulty,  and  in  fmall  quantity 
he  then  took  four  more  cups  of 
the  fame  infufion,  but  without 
feeling  any  inclination  to  vomit, 
although  he  had  drank  fo  copiouf- 
ly.  He  directed  more  of  it  to  be 
got  ready,  thinking  to  bring  on  a 
vomiting  by  force.  While  he  was 
feated,  and  endeavouring  to  puke, 
he  fuddenfy  cried  in  a  mod  horn* 
hie  manner,  and  drew  together 
all  his  fervants,  who  were  alarmed 
by  his  ciies.  The  admiral  then 
told  them  that  he  had  burd,  or 
torn,  or  difordered  fomething  at 
the  upper  part  of  his  domach  • 
and  that  the  anguifli  he  felt  was 
fo  excruciating,  he  mud  certainly 
be  near  his  lafc  hour. 

He  then  recommended  himfelf 
to  his  Creator  a  cold  fweat  flow¬ 
ed  from  all  his  limbs  ;  his  face 
and  his  hands  became  pale,  and 
bis  pulfe  was  no  longer  percepti¬ 
ble  He  ordered  them,  to  cover 
his  head  and  bread  with  hot 
cloths,  moiftened  with  fome 
ftrengthening  liquors.  They  did 
this  •  but  he  found  no  relief :  on 
the  contrary,  the  diforder  feemed 
to  become  more  violent,  and  they 
judged  that  his  death  could  not  be 
far  off.  The  phyficians  who  were 
fent  for,  being  at  fome  didance, 
the  admiral,  about  half  an  hour 
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after  this,  took,  of  his  own  accord, 
four  ounces  of  olive  oil,  and  of 
this  he  threw  up  a  finall  quantity, 
together  with  fome  of  the  carduus 
tea.  He  then  called  for  two 
ounces  more,  which  he  likewife 
drank,  but  without  vomiting,  or 
having  the  lead  inclination  to 
vomit ;  and  his  diforder,  all  this 
time,  went  on  increafing.  Half 
an  hour  after  this,  he  drank  about 
fix  ounces  of  warm  Dantzick  beer, 
which  he  likewife  kept  down  with¬ 
out  naufea,  as  he  did  all  that  he 
drank  afterwards. 

This  is  what  had  paded,  when 
Bye,  a  phyfician,  whom  Boerhaave 
has  not  left  without  his  lhare  of 
praife,  arrived  from  the  Hague. 
When  he  faw  the  date  of  the  pa¬ 
tient,  he  determined  to  give  no- 
thing  of  an  a&ive  nature,  till 
Boerhaave  Ihould  come.  Thefe 
two  phylicians  began,  by  confi- 
dering  the  caufes  ol  fo  fudden  and 
cruel  a  pain,  before  they  proceed¬ 
ed  to  any  remedies.  Both  of  them 
were  convinced,  that  unlefs  thefe 
caufes  Ihould  be  afcertained,  no 
dependance  could  be  had  on  me¬ 
dicines  adminidered  at  random. 

After  the  mod  careful  examina¬ 
tion,  they  could  difcover  no  other 
guide  to  direct  them,  than  the 
feat  of  the  pain,  together  with  an 
uncommon  fenfation  in  the  bread, 
of  which  the  patient  complained, 
but  which,  however,  was  inexpli¬ 
cable,  In  other  refpeids,  the  ad¬ 
miral  was  apparently  healthy.  He 
defcribed  the  pain  as  being  excef- 
five,  continual,  and  beyond  all 
imagination.  It  did  net  relax  a 
moment.  He  pointed  out  the  feat 
of  it  to  be  at  that  part,  where  the 
oefophngus  terminates  in  the  do- 
mach  be  then  cried  out,  that  the 
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pain  fpread  with  the  fame  violence 
towards  his  back.  Before  his 
death,  he  felt  this  pain  through 
every  part  of  his  bread.  It  ap¬ 
peared,  that  his  tortures  were  ne¬ 
ver  fo  great,  as  when  he  felt  an 
inclination  to  belch,  and  that  the 
air,  being  flopped  in  its  paffage 
indead  of  riling,  feemed  to  didradt 
all  ihe  neighbouring  parts.  The 
diforder  likewife  increafed,  when¬ 
ever  he  endeavoured  to  bend  him- 
felf  backwards,  or  to  fit  upright. 
This  was  all  that  his  two  phylicians 
could  difcover,  after  all  the  inqui¬ 
ries  and  care  imaginable. 

At  this  part  of  the  narrative, 
Boerhaave  requeds  the  experienced 
reader  to  paufe  with  him  a  while, 
and  to  reflect  on  the  origin,  the 
progrefs,  the  fymptoras,  and  figns 
of  thisdifeafe-  Fie  requires  of  him 
the  firft  caufe  of  thefe  extraordinary 
effects-  He  had  himfelf  confidered 
every  thing,  with  the  greated  care, 
and  had  exerted  all  the  powers  of 
his  ur.derdanding,  to  find  out 
fome  fixed  principle,  by  means 
of  which,  he  might  unravel 
this  obfeure  caufe,  and  thus 
afford  feme  relief  to  a  difeafe, 
which  hitherto  feemed  to  he  every 
moment  increafing.  All  his  fpe- 
culations,  however,  were  ufelefs, 
and  Boerhaave  candidly  confeffes, 
that  he  found  himfelf  altogether 
unable  to  imagine,  what  could  be 
the  fpecies^  to  which  this  difeafe 
could  be  referred.  It  afforded  no 
fign  of  inflammation.  There  could 
be  no  fwelling  fufpedled,  capable 
of  producing  thefe  cruel  fymp- 
toms,  and  fo  fuddenly.  The  pre¬ 
ceding  circumdances  afford  no 
grounds  for  fuch  a  fufpicion,  and 
all  the  vertebra;  were  in  their  pro¬ 
per  fituation  ;  nor  could  a  dif- 
F  4  placement 
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placement  of  the  foft  parts,  within 
the  thorax,  be  iuppofed  capable 
©1  caufing  thefe  torments. 

There  remained  only  fome  cau- 
ftic  and  mortal  poiibn  to  be  fuf- 
pe&ed,  as  the  caufe  of  thefe  hor¬ 
rid  fymptoms  ;  but  no  poifon 
could  be  thought  of,  the  effe&s  of 
which  agreed  with  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  admiral’s  cafe.  So, 
that  of  all  the  known  caufes  of 
pain,  not  one  could  be  fixed  on 
as  applicable  to  what  he  felt.  It 
is  well  known  that  the  gout,  to 
which  he  was  fubjedt,  might,  by 
changing  its  feat,  occafion  pain, 
anxiety,  and  vomiting  ;  but  it 
never  produces  pains,  io  excruci¬ 
ating  as  thole  the  admiral  com¬ 
plained  of,  in  patients,  who  are 
in  other  refpe&s  healthy.  Be- 
fides,  the  gout  exerts  its  effe&s 
(lowly,  and  comes  on,  and  goes 
off,  by  degrees. 

Of  all  known  difeafes,  there¬ 
fore,  there  was  not  found  one, 
which  could,  by  any  affinity,  throw 
any  light  on  the  admiral’s  com¬ 
plaint,  a  violent  pain  that  had  come 
tn  fuddenly .  This  was  all  that 
could  be  faid  with  certainty. 
Boerhaave  knew,  from  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  all  ages,  that  the  moll 
acute  pain,  when  not  attended 
with  inflammation,  may  long  be 
Supported.  He  was,  therefore, 
led  to  conclude,  that  the  admi¬ 
ral’s  death  would  not  be  imme¬ 
diate  ;  and  this  was  all  his  prog- 
noflic. 

Uncertain  as  was  the  caufe  of 
this  difeafe,  it  was  neceffary  to 
think  of  fomething,  which  might 
calm  the  pain  All  the  remedies, 
however,  that  were  given,  though 
of  a  very  mild  nature,  ferved  only 
to  add  to  the  torments  of  the 


patient.  Such  was  the  melancholy 
fituation  of  the  admiral,  and  of 
the  two  able  phylicians,  who  con¬ 
tinued  with  him  till  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning  ;  when  Boerhaave’s 
affairs  required  him  to  be  abfent* 
At  going  away,  he  very  prudent¬ 
ly  advifed  Bye  to  leave  nature,  a 
little  while  to  herfelf,  by  not  at¬ 
tempting  to  give  even  the  mildeil 
and  molt  innocent  medicines  * 
fmee  the  beft  chofen  ones  feemed, 
hitherto,  only  to  have  increafed 
the  complaints.  His  advice  was 
followed,  but  without  fuccefs. 
The  admiral  remained  without 
any  relief,  till  about  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning  ;  and  then  Dr„ 
Bye  law  that  the  vital  funflions 
began  to  weaken,  borne  down,  as 
it  were,  by  the  pain  ;  but  ftill 
there  was  no  new  fymptom,  that 
could  throw  any  light  on  the 
difeafe.  He  then  wrote  to  Boer¬ 
haave,  and  in  his  letter  propofed 
fome  new  remedies  ;  Boerhaave 
agreed  to  their  being  tried  ;  but 
their  effects  were  equally  fruitless 
with  the  former  ones. 

In  thefe  circumflances,  the  ad¬ 
miral  fettled  his  affairs,  Boer¬ 
haave  returned  to  him  about  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
admiral  received  him  with  the 
greateft  friendfhip,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  told  him,  how  ineffi¬ 
cacious  all  the  remedies  had  been, 
and  how  certain  he  was  of  the  ap¬ 
proaches  of  death,  which  he  ar¬ 
dently  wi  (lied  for,  as  a  relief  from 
his  mifery.  Boerhaave  perceived, 
indeed,  that  this  period  was  at 
hand  ,•  and  about  five  o’clock  the 
admiral  ^expired,  with  the  utmoft 
compofure. 

'1  he  two  phyficians  converfed 
togethtr  in  piivate,  and  Confeffed 
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to  each  other,  that  it  was  impof- 
lible  for  them  to  conceive  the 
caufe  of  this  difeafe,  much  lefs 
of  fo  fudden  a  death.  They  re- 
qucfted  leave  to  open  the  body, 
and  this  was  granted. 

This  dilfedtion  proved,  what  no 
man  would  even  have  fufpected. 
Notwithftanding  the  great  quantity 
of  drink  the  patient  had  taken, 
previous  to,  and  during  the  at¬ 
tack,  and  of  which  he  had  avoided 
no  part,  the  inteftines,  and  ab¬ 
domen,  and  bladder,  were  emp¬ 
ty.  Nothing  but  air  made  its 
cfcape,  when  thefe  parts  were 
opened.  There  was  no  appear¬ 
ance  in  either  of  thefe,  which 
could  throw  any  light  on  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe.  The  ftomach 
was  almoft  empty,  it  contained  no 
blood,  or  bile,  and  but  very  little 
remains  of  aliment.  At  this  ap¬ 
pearance,  Boerhaave  was  fo  afto- 
niilied,  that  he  hardly  knew  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  dreaming  or  awake. 
Thefe  are  his  own  expreflions. 

He  then  proceeded  to  open  the 
thorax,  with  the  greateft  attention 
The  moment  he  had  penetrated 
through  tne  diaphragm,  though 
he  had  taken  care  not  to  injure 
the  lungs,  a  great  quantity  of 
air  rufhed  out,  and  with  no  lit¬ 
tle  noife.  Boerhaave’s  wonder 
was  increafed  by  this,  becaule 
ibis  phenomenon  never  happens, 
but  when  the  lungs  have  been 
wounded.  The  lungs,  in  this 
fubjebt,  appeared  fo  fmall  and 
contra&ed,  that  they  feemed  to 
have  been  comprefled,  by  fome 
very  great  external  force.  ri  he 
heart  was  perfectly  healthy. 

Boerhaave,  on  opening  the 
bread,  perceived  a  difagr'eeable 
fmell.  He  faid,  at  the  time,  that 
he  fhould  have  compaicd  it  to 


duck,  if  it  had  proceeded  from 
the  ftomach.  Somebody,  who 
flood  by,  and  heard  this,  imme¬ 
diately  obferved,  that  the  admiral 
had,  indeed,  eaten  part  of  a  duck, 
at  his  laft  meal.  It  was  then 
that  Boerhaave  began  to  conclude, 
that  he  was  going  to  difeover  a 
very  different  caufe  from  any, 
which  might,  till  then,  have  been 
prefumed- 

He  no  fooner  railed  the  right 
lobe  of  the  lungs,  than  he  found 
it  fwimming  in  a  watery  fluid, 
which  filled  the  whole  of  the  right 
cavity  of  the  thorax.  To  his 
great  furprize,  he  found  this  fame 
water,  and  in  the  fame  quantity, 
in  the  left  cavity.  He  found  this 
liquor  to  be  fmiilar  to  the  little, 
that  remained  in  the  ftomach.  On 
drawing  it  off,  it  appeared  of  the 
colour  of  Dantzick  beer,  when 
mixed  with  an  infufion  of  car- 
duus.  The  fmell  of  it,  was  ex¬ 
actly  like  that  of  duck’s  flefti* 
Upon  the  furface  of  this  water  was 
fwimming,  all  the  oil,  the  ad i ru¬ 
ral  had  lwallowed.  There  was 
neither  extravafated  blood,  nor 
pus,  nor  any  corrupted  matter,  to 
be  feen  any  where.  The  quantity 
ol  fluid,  found  in  the  thorax, 
amounted  to  an  hundred  and  four 
ounces. 

The  nature  of  the  difeafe,  now 
became  more  and  more  manifeft. 
But  it  (till  remained  to  be  difeo- 
vered,  how  ail  that  the  admiral 
had  fwallowed,  had  made  its  war 
into  the  breaft.  The  left  lobe  of 
the  lungs,  was,  therefore,  care¬ 
fully  elevated,  that  Boerhaave 
might  have  a  complete  view  of  the 
parts.  Every  thing  appeared  to 
him,  to  be  in  a  healthy  ftate,  un¬ 
til  he  came  within  about  two 
inches  o  the  diaphragm,  to  that 
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part  of  the  pleura,  which  lies  on 
the  left  fide  of  the  oefophagus. 
He  there  faw,  diftinftly,  a  part," 
which  was  very  different  from  the 
reft,  by  its  mobility,  and  by  its 
being  lwelled  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  a  blackifh  colour.  This 
part  was  round,  and  about  three 
inches  in  diameter.  In  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  it,  -was  an  opening,  of  about 
an  inch  and  a  half  long,  and 
three  tenths  of  an  inch  wide. 
Boerhaave  prelfed  this  part  (lightly 
with  his  finger,  and  there  im¬ 
mediately  flowed  out,  into  the  ca¬ 
vity  of  the  thorax,  a  fluid,  which 
refembled  that  which  was  before 
there.  His  aftonifhment  was  ex¬ 
treme. 

He  next  attempted  (taking  care, 
at  the  fame  time,  not  to  confufe 
the  parts)  to  introduce  his  fore 
finger,  through  this  opening  of 
the  pleura.  He  found  it  foft, 
tumid,  and  open.  Here,  his  at¬ 
tention,  if  poftible,  redoubled, 
becaufe  he  was  unable  to  difcover, 
in  this  wound,  any  traces  of  the 
oefophagus.  After  having  with¬ 
drawn  his  finger  a  little,  he  pufhed 
it  upwards,  and  came,  at  length 
to  that  part  of  the  oefophagus, 
which  was  broken  off. 

Boerhaave  could  hardly  believe 
what  he  faw.  He  called  all  the 
afiiftants  to  him,  and  fib e wed  them, 
with  the  greateft  aftonifhment,  a 
thing  that  was  fo  unexpected.  He 
then,  with  the  fame  precaution, 
directed  his  finger  downwards, 
and  it  palled  eafiiy  into  the  fto- 
niach  ;  and  then,  with  a  view  of 
giving  them  a  clear  idea  ot  the 
difeafe,  he  made  an  opening  into 
the  oefophagus,  about  three  inches 
above  the  wound,  and  then  intro¬ 
ducing  his  finger  through  it,  it 


palled  out  at  the  opening,  which 
had  occalioned  the  difeafe. 

The  caufe  of  the  admiral’s  death,, 
was,  therefore,  very  clearly  afcer- 
tained  to  be  a  laceration  of  the 
oefophagus  •  by  means  of  which, 
every  thing  he  drank,  pafied  into 
the  cavity  of  the  breaft,  through 
the  opening  of  the  pleura,  which 
took  place  at  the  fame  time.  Boer¬ 
haave  has  proved,  that  the  cardia, 
or  upper  orifice  of  the  ftomach, 
nmft  have  been  clofed,  after  the 
admiral  had  taken  feven  cups  of 
the  infufion  of  carduus  benedi&us , 
and  of  which  he  voided  but  little  * 
becaufe,  the  more  the  ftomach  is 
filled,  the  more  difficult  it  is  to 
empty  it.  We  know,  that  when 
the  ftomach  is  full,  the  bottom  of 
it  comes  forwards,  while  its  upper 
part  forms  an  angle,  more  or  lefs 
acute,  with  the  oefophagus.  All 
the  admiral’s  efforts  to  vomit, 
were,  therefore,  chiefly  exerted 
on  the  diaphragm  and  oefophagus. 
It  was  in  the  mid  ft  of  thefe 
efforts,  that  the  oefophagus  burft, 
being  unable,  any  longer,  to  refill 
the  motions  of  the  ftomach  and 
diaphragm  ;  and,  being  the  more 
readily  difpofed  to  rupture,  by  the 
irritation,  occafioned  by  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  finger,  which  he  paffed 
down  his  throat,  in  order  to  force 
a  vomiting. 

It  was  at  that  inftant,  that  the 
admiral  cried  out,  and  drew  to 
him  all  his  fervants ;  telling  them, 
with  fo  much  pain,  that  he  had 
torn  fomething  within  him.  But 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  oefa- 
phagus ,  .was  lacerated  to  this  de¬ 
gree,  at  once.  The  wound  was, 
probably,  gradually  increafed,  till 
the  reparation  was  compleat.  The 
ftomach,  when  loaded  with  freili 
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drink,  had  driven  it  upwards, 
through  this  opening  of  the  oefo- 
phagus  ;  and  thus,  the  cellular 
texture,  becoming  diftended,  the 
pleura  had,  at  length,  burft  ;  and 
there  was  then  a  communication 
with  the  cavity  of  the  thorax.  The 
air,  which  abounds  fo  much  in  ali¬ 
mentary  fubftances,  or  which  palled 
down  the  oefophagus,  had  likewife 
filled  a  great  part  of  the  bread. 

The  death  of  the  patient,  there¬ 
fore,  took  place,  when  the  air  was 
fo  abundant  in  the  ftomach,  and 
cavities  of  the  bread,  that  the 
lungs  were  no  longer  capable  of 
being  dilated  ;  and  thus.,  a  dop 
was  put  to  refpiration,  and,  of 
courfe,  to  life. 

All  thefe  circumdances  prove, 
that  the  admiral’s  difeafe  could 
be  didinguifhed  by  no  certain 
figns:  and,  that  the  bed  curative 
means,  would  have  been  ufelels, 
even  if  the  cafe  of  the  complaint 
had  been  known.  It  is  likewife 
certain,  that  the  fame  difeafe, 
happening  now,  in  any  other  Tub- 
je£t,  would  be  equally  incurable, 
notwitlidanding  Boerhaave’s  accu¬ 
rate  defcription  of  the  cafe.  They 
mud,  therefore,  be  very  unrea- 
fonable  people,  who  will  reproach 
a  phyfician,  amidd  fuch  difficul¬ 
ties,  with  not  having  known  what 
was  to  happen. 

There  were  certain  furgeons, 
however,  who  were  illiberal  e- 
nough,  to  fay,  that  Boerhaave 
ought  to  have  made  an  opening 
into  the  thorax,  in  order  to  draw 
off  the  liquor,  that  had  palled  in¬ 
to  it.  But  it  was  fird  neced'ary, 
to  find  out,  that  fuch  an  opening 
was  required  ;  and  then,  it  mud 
have  been  performed  at  both  fides, 
which,  from  the  adtniffion  of  the 
air,  into  each  cavity,  at  once, 
would  have  been,  of  courfe,  fa- 
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tab  Suppofing  the  poffibility  of 
fuch  an  operation  •  would  it  not 
have  been  impollible  to  have  faved 
the  life  of  the  admiral,  without 
finding  out  fome  new  channel  for 
the  fupport  of  life  ?  We  fee,  by 
this,  that  there  are,  on  all  occa- 
dons,  perfons  who  are  ready  to 
blame,  and  who  are  never  open  to 
conviction,  even  though  the  rruih 
lies  before  them. 

The  fecond  cafe,  I  fhall  beg 
leave  to  introduce  heie,  has  been 
likewife  related  by  Boerhaave,  with 
the  fame  energy,  and  exa&nefs,  as 
the  former  one. 

The  Marquifs  St.  Aubin,  was  a 
drong,  aCtive  man,  well  formed, 
and  of  a  very  lively  temper.  He 
rode  often  on  horfeback  i  loved 
hunting ;  and  all  this,  without 
being  Tenfible  of  fatigue.  He 
drank  very  moderately,  and  ate 
indifferently  of  every  thing  ;  but 
preferred  fat  meats  and  butter- 
He  bad  been  a  little  rieketty, 
when  about  three  years  of  age  ;  but 
this  complaint  foon  disappeared, 
as  did  a  fwelling  of  the  abdomen, 
which  came  on  two  years  after¬ 
wards.  When  he  was  fix  years 
old,  he  was  attacked  with  an  acute 
fever,  of  which  he  recovered,  with¬ 
out  any  difagreeable  confequence. 

During  feveral  years,  however, 
he  had  been  fubjefit  to  an  heredi¬ 
tary  complaint.  This  was  a  pain¬ 
ful  enlargement  of  the  hemorrhoi¬ 
dal  veffels.  Thefe  rumours  be¬ 
came,  at  length,  of  a  confiderable 
volume,  and  poured  out,  every 
day,  a  quantity  of  blood.  The 
blood,  by  being  intercepted  in  its 
courfe,  contracted  fo  bad  a  quali¬ 
ty,  that  the  Marquifs  was  unable 
to  fupport,  any  longer,  the  pain 
he  felt  there.  The  inflammation 
of  the  parts,  fometimes,  feemed 

to 
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to  threaten  even  gangrene.  In  thefe 
circumlhances,  he  confulted  Boer¬ 
haave,  who,  by  the  regimen  and 
the  remedies  he  prefcribed,  com¬ 
pletely  cured  him.  The  patient 
recovered  all  his  ftrength,  and  re¬ 
mained,  during  eighteen  months, 
without  feeling  any  inconvenience. 
From  the  time  that  his  cure  took 
place,  care  was  taken  to  attend 
carefully  to  him  ;  that  if  any  of 
the  ili  effects,  that  are  fo  often 
cccafioned  by  a  fupprefllon  of  the 
hemorrhoids,  fliould  appear,  they 
might,  at  once,  he  obviated. 
Boerhaave  had  advifed  this,  be- 
caufe  Hvppocrates,  and  ail  pby- 
ficians  after  him,  have  obferved, 
that  a  fuppreflion  of  the  hemoir- 
hoids,  often  occafions  other  lingu¬ 
lar,  and  fometimes  more  danger- 
ous  difeafes  ;  but,  above  all,  from 
what  had  happened  to  the  Mar¬ 
quis's  father,  who,  having  been 
fubjcbf  to  the  fame  complaint, 
and  difabled  by  it  from  doing 
duty  in  the  ‘  cavalry,  had  put  a 
flop  to  it,  by  cauftics,  and  inci- 
fions,  and  continued  free  from  the 
diforder,  during  a  year  ;  at  the 
end  of  that  time,  he  was  attacked 
by  difpnoea  ;  and,  foon  after¬ 
wards,  with  hemoptyfis,  of  which 
be  died,  in  ten  days. 

But  the  moil  vigilant  attention, 
during  thefe  eighteen  months, 
could  lead  to  no  lulpicion,  that 
the  functions  of  the  body  were,  in 
any  way,  injured.  Boerhaave 
particulaily  ombrves,  as  a  notable 
circumftance,  that  the  voice  was 
in  no  way  affected,  during  all 
this  time  ;  for  the  Marquifs  had  a 
ftrong,  manly  voice,  and  often 
a  mu  fed  hintfelf,  by  fmging.  He 
pieftrved  the  agility  of  all  his 
limbs  •  and  his  bread  continued 
to  be  fo  firm  and  well,  that  he 
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never  complained  of  fatigue,  tho? 
he  perfevered  in  ufing  a  great  deal 
of  exercife.  Nobody  could  breathe 
with  greater  eafe,  than  he  feemed 
to  do.  Such  had  been  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  marquifs,  from  his  in¬ 
fancy,  till  the  appearance  of  the 
hemorrhoids,  and  from  their  be¬ 
ing  cured,  till  within  ten  months 
and  a  half  after  his  death. 

We  have  placed  all  thefe  preli¬ 
minary  particulars,  nearly  in  the 
fame  light  that  Boerhaave  has 
done  ;  that  every  penetrating  phy- 
fician,  may  be  able  to  give  a  full 
fcope  to  his  reflection,  on  this  oc- 
caflon.  We  aic  of  opinion,  that, 
in  giving  a  hiftory  of  this  fort, 
it  is  right  to  relate,  in  a  very  mi¬ 
nute  and  careful  manner,  all 
that  relates  to  the  natural  habit 
of  the  fubj’e.Ct  ;  to  his  preceding 
difeafes,  and  their  cure  ;  together 
with  his  reg'men,  and  inode  of 
life  ;  before  we  pafs  on,  to  de- 
fcribe  the  diforder,  of  which  he 
died.  This  care  has  often  been 
defpifed,  and  ridiculed,  by  the 
ignorant,  and  the  fuperficial  ;  but 
we  concern  ourfelves  but  very 
little,  about  fuch  incompetent 
judges. 

It  was,  therefore,  not,  till  with¬ 
in  ten  months  and  a  half  of  his 
death,  that  the  marquifs  began 
to  find  his  health  affeCted.  About 
that  time,  he  began  to  feel  a 
conftant  pain  near  the  left  fcapu- 
la.  This  pain,  afterwards,  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  to  the  left  fide  of  the 
breafl.  As  the  pain  increafed 
confiderably,  it  was  foon  felt, 
tin  ought  the  whole  infide  of  the 
thorax.  A  continual  cough,  ren¬ 
dered  this  pain  ftiil  more  acute, 
The  patient  could  get  no  reft. 
When  he  coughed,  it  feemed  to 
him,  as  if  his  tides  were  torn  a  fun¬ 
der. 
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der.  Phyficians  were  called  in. 
The  dilorder  was  attributed  to  the 
gout  ;  and  remedies  for  the  gout, 
were  accordingly  prefcribed. 

Their  attempts,  however,  were 
to  no  purpofe.  The  pains  feemed 
to  aflume  a  new  force,  after  the 
uie  of  thefe  medicines,  and  fixed 
themfelves,  more  and  more,  to 
the  left  fide  of  the  bread  ;  fo  that 
it  was  found  impoflible  to  remove 
their  feat.  Blood-letting,  open¬ 
ing  medicines,  oil,  opium,  &c. 
were  all  given,  without  affording 
any  relief.  To  thefe  pains,  after 
a  certain  time,  there  was  added 
another,  and  infinitely  more  ex¬ 
cruciating  pain,  which  was  felt 
immediately  under  the  left  bread, 
and  feemed,  as  the  marquifs  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  as  if  the  infide  of 
his  bread  was  torn  out  by  vio¬ 
lence.  Tormented  himfelf,  to 
this  degree,  and  tormenting  all 
about  him,  by  his  lamentable  and 
incedant  groans,  he  could  find  no 
place,  or  fituarion,  that  afforded 
him  the  lead  mitigation  of  his  mi- 
fery.  He  ufually  fat  upon  his 
bed,  leaning  a  little  forwards, 
and  reclining  his  elbows  on  his 
thighs.  In  this  dtuation,  he, 
now  and  then,  at  intervals,  got  a 
little  red,  and  flept  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  ;  but  it  was  only  to  be  wak¬ 
ed  focn,  and  on  a  fudden,  by  a 
cruel  exacerbation  of  the  fame  re- 
lentlefs  pain. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the 
marquifs,  when  Boerhaave  was 
defired  to  vifit  him,  with  his  phy- 
fician  in  ordinary,  the  fame  Dr. 
Bye,  whom  we  have  already  men¬ 
tioned. 

When  Bye  related  to  Boerhaave, 
all  the  particulars  of  the  dileafe, 
and  the  remedies,  that  had  been 
employed  to  no  purpofe,  they  ac¬ 
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knowledged,  to  each  ether,  that 
it  was  impodible  to  fay  any  thing, 
with  certainty,  either  of  the  feat, 
or  the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  Bye 
prefumed,  there  was  an  abfcefs  in 
the  lungs  ;  becaufe  he  had  ob- 
lerved  the  patient  expe&orate  a 
vifcid  matter,  after  much  agony. 
Boerhaave,  however,  differed  from 
him,  in  opinion  ;  becaufe,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  fngular  and  urgent 
fymptoms  of  pain,  the  marquifs 
was,  in  other  refpeCts,  healthy. 
He  was  then  afked,  what  he 
thought  of  the  nature  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe.  It  was  not,  till  after  fome 
confiderable  reflection,  that  he  an- 
fwered,  that  he  really  dki  not 
know  what  to  think.  He  was 
inclined,  however,  to  be  of  opi¬ 
nion,  he  faid,  from  the  fymp- 
tpms,  that  the  organs,  de (lined 
to  dilate  the  bread,  were  unable 
to  fupport  the  contra&ions,  elfen- 
tial  to  the  aCtion  of  each  mufcle  ; 
and  the  parts  of  the  bread,  which, 
required  to  be  dilated,  refided  to 
this  dilation,  at  each  infpiration  ; 
and  that,  from  this  arofe  the  vio¬ 
lent  pain,  the  difficulty  in  breath¬ 
ing  and  the  fenfe  of  fuffocation. 
The  patient,  and  his  friends, 
were  fatisfied  with  this  reflection. 

Boei’naave  advifed  cataplafins  to 
be  frequently  applied  to  the  parts, 
that  are  the  moil  in  motion,  in  re- 
fpiration  ;  as  the  ribs,  carriages, 
and  dernum.  He  likewife  pre¬ 
ferred  emollient  drinks,  a  fpar- 
ing  diet,  and  the  frequent  infpi¬ 
ration  of  the  vapour  of  fome  foften- 
ing  decoCtion.  His  prefeription 
was  followed,  and  the  patient 
found  himfelf  much  relieved.  His 
friends  began  to  indulge  hopes  of 
his  recovery.  The  pain  never  re¬ 
turned  again,  with  fo  much  vio¬ 
lence  as  before,  even  till  his 

death. 
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death.  How  blind,  and  preca¬ 
rious,  fays  Boerhaave,  is  the  joy 
of  us  mortals. 

At  length,  the  cough  returned, 
as  it  were,  with  new  violence. 
Nothing  could  calm  it,  but  opium  ; 
but  this  calm  was  not  of  long  du¬ 
ration  5  his  expe&oration  was  ex¬ 
ceedingly  painful  •  and  his  refpi- 
ration  fo  difficult  that  the  patient 
was  obliged  to  throw  his  neck 
backwards,  to  raife  his  bread:  ; 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  draw 
in  his  breath,  with  fo  frightful  a 
noife,  that  it  could  be  compared, 
only  to  the  cry  of  a  Bittern.  Then, 
again,  perhaps,  for  a  few  mo¬ 
ments,  the  refpiration  would  be 
more  ealy  :  but  this  relief  was  but 
trifling.  He  was  obliged  to  be 
aim  oil  ccnftantly  feated  upright, 
both  night  and  day,  with  his  neck 
ftretched  out,  and  his  head  raifed. 
At  the  leaf:  change  of  pofture, 
when  he,  by  chance,  dept  for  a 
moment,  he  felt  the  mod:  horrid 
pain.  If  he  attempted  to  lie 
down  on  his  pillow7,  to  repofe  him- 
felf  for  an  inftant,  his  face  be¬ 
came  black  ;  the  veins  of  his 
bead  fweiied  ;  and  his  eyes, 
feemed  to  be  burding  from  their 
dockets.  He  appeared  to  draw 
his  breath,  only  from  the  bottom 
of  his  entrails.  An  hideous  hol¬ 
low  found,  feemed  to  be  his  only 
relief.  If  he  attempted  to  fpeak, 
a  few  words  ufually  revived  all  his 
pain. 

Boerhaave  remarked,  with  afto- 
nifhment,  that  in  the  mid'ft  of  this 
deplorable  date,  the  pulfe  was 
dill  regular :  nor  did  it  begin  to 
fall  or  vary,  or  become  intermit¬ 
tent,  till  a  few  days  before  his 
death.  The  marquifs  dragged  on 
this  unhappy  life,  till  the  9th  of 
July.  At  the  lead  return  of  the 
pain,  his  face  became  black.  A 


clyder,  occafionally  thrown  up, 
was  now  the  only  thing,  that  gave 
him  any  relief*  The  great  ftric- 
ture  of  his  bread,  perfuaded  him, 
that  his  difeafe  was  hypochondria¬ 
cal  :  and  that  this  fenfation  was 
the  effeft  of  flatus.  He  was  the 
more  perfuaded  of  this,  becaufe 
his  appetite  was  fo  keen,  that  he 
would  have  eat  to  excefs,  if  his 
fervants  had  not  taken  care  to 
prevent  him.  What  he  eat,  ferv- 
ed  only  to  increafe  his  pain. 

About  eight  days  before  his 
death,  the  hemorrhoids  began  to 
return  •  und  this  gave  him  great 
fpirits*  He  now  began  to  have 
hopes  of  being  cured,  and  even 
reproached  his  phyficians,  with 
not  having  attempted  to  bring 
them  back  fooner.  On  the  7th  of 
July,  he  voided,  by  the  anus,  a 
condderable  quantity  of  blood, 
which  immediately  coagulated. 
The  next  morning,  the  dux  con¬ 
tinued,  and  in  greater  abundance. 
The  marquifs  was  fo  enlivened  at 
this,  that  he  attempted  to  make  a 
few  fteps  in  Ins  chamber,  leaning 
upon  his  fervants.  The  fame 
day,  he  had  a  mod:  craving  ap¬ 
petite,  and  eat  of  many  different 
things,  fwallowing  every  thing, 
juft  then,  without  any  fear  of 
fuffocation.  He  likewife  fupped, 
with  the  fame  good  humour  •  re¬ 
joiced  at  being  able  to  do,  what 
he  had  fo  long  been  incapable  of ; 
having,  for  fome  time  before,  not 
even  dared  to  take  any  folid  nou¬ 
rishment,  without  danger  of  im¬ 
mediate  fuffocation. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  however, 
Jr.  Bye  found  him  again  in  bed, 
after  palling  a  moft  painful  night. 
He  feemed  to  be  in  the  agonies  of 
death.  His  face  and  neck,  were 
confiderably  fuelled  :  his  face  was 
of  a  dark  complexion,  and  his 

eyes 
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eyes  feemed  as-  if  ftarting  from  his 
head.  He  was  able,  however,  to 
relate  what  had  happened  in  the 
night.  He  mentioned  the  danger 
he  had  been  in,  of  fuffocation  ; 
and  defired  to  be  let  blood.  The 
phyfician  refufed  this.  You  are 
determined  then,  that  I  fhall  perifh, 
faid  the  marquifs.  You  would 
not,  furely,  wifh,  faid  Bye,  that 
I  flhould  haften  your  death.  While 
he  was  fpeaking  thefe  words,  the 
fuffocation  increafed.  His  face  be¬ 
came  quite  black.  He  attempted 
to  bid  adieu  to  the  marchioneis, 
who  was  by  the  bed- fide  ;  and  then, 
yielding  to  his  laft  efforts  to  breathe, 
bowed  down  his  head,  and  ex¬ 
pired. 

Bye  immediately  informed  Boer- 
haave  of  this  event,  to  whom  he 
had  every  day  communicated  the 
ffate  of  the  patient.  Boerhaave 
came  to  him  ;  and  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  open  the  body. 

Boerhaave,  before  this  opera¬ 
tion,  was  willing  to  reflect  on  all 
the  circumftances  of  the  difeafe  ; 
to  fee  whether  he  could  not  fore- 
tel,  what  he  fliould  difeover  on 
diffeCtion  ;  and  thus,  fay  what 
part  was  difeafed.  But  this  great 
man  candidly  owns,  that  he  was 
unable  'o  determine  any  thing 
before  hand  ;  and  he  requefts  the 
reader  to  judge,  for  himfelf,  from 
the  circumftances  he  has  related, 
of  what  might  be  the  effential 
caufes  of  the  Marquis’s  death, 
before  he  goes  any  farther. 

The  body  was,  externally,  of  a 
very  healthy  appearance  ;  and,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  marquifs’s  long 
abftinence,  and  extreme  fuffer- 
ings,  he  was,  by  no  means,  ema¬ 
ciated.  The  abdomen  only,  was 
a  little  fwelled.  This  tenfion, 
rendered  Boerhaave  very  attentive. 
He  even  ventured  to  fay  to  the  af- 


fiftants,  that  they  were  going  to 
difeover  the  caufe. 

On  opening  the  breaft,  there 
immediately  fpouted  out  a  ftream 
of  limpid,  yellow,  infipid  water. 
Boerhaave  reflected  a  moment,  on 
what  this  water  might  be,  and 
whether  it  was  not  a  dropfy  of  the 
breaft,  which  had  fuffocated  the 
patient,  after  caufmg  fo  many  ills- 
It  continued  to  flow,  during  the 
diffeCtion,  but  in  lefs  quantity. 
The  breaft  feemed  to  be  filled  with 
water,  on  looking  into  it,  through 
this  narrow  opening.  Boerhaave 
introduced  his  finger  into  it,  and 
found  the  right  lobe  in  its  place, 
but  adhering  to  the  pleura.  He 
went  no  farther,  on  that  fide,  but 
opened  the  left  cavity  of  the  breaft, 
and  found  there  no  water  :  but  the 
whole  lobe,  from  the  top  to  the  bot* 
tom,  was  adhering  to  the  pleura. 
He  then,  carefully,  laid  this  part  of 
the  thorax  open  ■  taking  care,  not 
to  diforder  any  part  of  its  content?* 
The  moment  he  had  accomplifhed 
this,  he  faw,  that  from  the  neck, 
to  the  diaphragm,  the  whole  of 
the  cavity  was  filled  with  a  white 
fnbftance,  of  a  found  appearance, 
except  that,  in  the  middle  of  its 
furface,  there  was  a  little  tumour, 
which  included  a  fluid,  of  a  milky 
colour,  but  not  purulent.  This 
fubftance  was  pretty  hard  and  uni¬ 
form,  through  the  whole  of  its 
furface.  Boerhaave  was  flupified, 
at  the  fight  of  this  fingular  phe¬ 
nomenon.  This  fubftance  was 
much  more  confidevable  in  the 
left,  than  in  the  right  fide  of  the 
heart  ;  and  even,  entirely  filled  it. 
This  was  the  reafon,  why  the  lobe 
of  the  lungs,  was  preffed  fo  dole 
to  the  pleura,  on  that  fide,  that 
neither  air,  nor  blood,  could  pe¬ 
netrate  it  any  longer.  The  firft 
feat  of  the  diforder,  had,  there¬ 
fore. 
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fore,  probably,  been  in  the  left 
cavity,  under  the  fcapuia  ;  and 
hence  the  pain  the  patient  com¬ 
plained  of,  at  the  beginning. 

This  excrefcence  had,  indeed, 
extended  to  the  right  fide  of  the 
breath ;  but  (till,  it  was  not  fo 
confiderable  there,  as  not  to  leave 
fome  room  for  the  admiffion  of 
air,  and  for  fome  degree  of  adlion 
to  the  lobe,  on  that  fide,  in  refpi- 
ration.  The  great,  velfels,  how¬ 
ever,  and  even  the  heart  itfeif, 
with  its  pericardium,  were  puflied 
fome  what  out  of  their  places.  The 
refpiration  could,  therefore,  only 
take  place,  in  this  lower  part  of 
the  right  cavity  of  the  thorax  ; 
hecaufe,  this  excrefcence  being  at 
the  top  of  the  bread,  where  it  is 
narrowed,  in  the  human  fubjedt, 
the  lungs  were  preffed  down,  to¬ 
wards  the  inferior  part  of  the  ca¬ 
vity,  where  the  bread  becomes 
fomewhat  wider.  This,  therefore, 
explains  the  extraordinary  efforts, 
made  by  the  patient,  to  draw  his 
breath  from  this  lower  part  •  the 
bronchia  being  comoreffed  above, 
oy  this  fubdance.  Hence,  too, 
the  hoilownefs  of  his  voice.  Be- 
fides  all  this,  the  right  lobe  was 
found  adhering  to  th#  pleura,  only 
at  the  upper  part  of  the  bread. 
About  the  middle,  it  was  feen  at¬ 
tached  to  this  tumour  ;  fo  that 
here  was  another  hindrance  to  the 
adtion  of  this  lobe. 

Boerhaave  attempted  to  feparate 
the  whole  of  this  fubdance,  from 
the  other  parts,  to  which  it  was 
attached-  It  was  impofiible  to 
take  it  out  at  once,  and  entire, 
on  acfcount  of  the  pericardium, 
lungs,  and  great  veffels.  He  ex¬ 
tracted  it,  however,  in  the  bed 
snanner  he  was  able,  and  found 
the  weight  of  it  to  be,  fix  pounds 
and  three  quarters.  As  it  was 
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light,  in  proportion  to  its  fixe, 
fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  its 
exceffive  bulk.  The  whole  of 
this  fubdance,  was  as  white  as 
fnow.  Here  and  there,  appeared 
a  milky  fluid,  on  cutting  into  it. 
No  veffels,  however,  were  to  he 
perceived  in  it,  excepting  thofe, 
to  which  it  was  attached.  Ex¬ 
cept  the  Ikin,  that  inclofed  the 
whole,  there  was  no  appearance  of 
any  _auls,  or  cavities,  or  mem¬ 
brane,  within.  If  any  portion  Qf 
this  fubdance,  was  rubbed  between 
the  fingers,  it  melted  like  fat  oil. 
It  was,  therefore,  in  Boerhaave’s 
opinion,  the  true Jleatoma, 

The  difplacement  of  ail  the 
thoracic  vilcera,  was  altogether  fin- 
gular.  This  fubdance  had  puflied 
the  diaphragm  downwards  $  and 
this  had  occafioned  the  tumefac¬ 
tion  of  the  lower  belly,  which 
Boerhaave  noticed,  at  the  fird,  as 
a  fingular  appearance-  The  peri¬ 
cardium,  being  united  to  the 
diaphragm,  had  followed  it,  and, 
of  courfe,  removed  from  its  natu¬ 
ral  fituation.  This  was  followed 
by  a  depreffion  of  the  great  veffels. 
W e  have  already  feen  the  date  of 
the  lungs. 

Here,  then,  was  a  new  example 
of  human  mifery.  A  mild,  undtu- 
ous,  an  innocent  humour,  occa¬ 
fioned,  by  its  abundance,  a  lin¬ 
gular  dtfeafe,  and  death  ;  and 
this,  from  its  fixing  itfeif,  in 
too  great  a  quantity,  on  parts 
which  can,  in  no  degree,  be  com- 
prefied,  without  danger.  We  learn, 
from  this,  therefore,  that,  in  ex¬ 
traordinary  dileafes,  we  may  rea- 
fonably  luppofe  fome  hidden  and 
unknown  caufe,  which  anatomy 
alone,  can  be  likely  to  explain. 

It  were  to  be  with ed,  fays  Boer¬ 
haave,  that  the  experienced  phy- 
fician  might  be  able  to  difcover 
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the  fource  or  a  fimilar  complaint, 
from  his  hrft  feeing  the  patient  ; 
and  that  he  might,  then,  be  able 
to  prevent  this  fat  from  fpreading, 
fo  as  to  form  fo  deftrudtive  a  mafs. 
We  might  then  hope,  to  be  able 
to  prevent  the  disorders  it  occa- 
fions  ;  becaufe,  it  is  impofiible  to 
refolve,  or  diffipate,  a  fteatoma 
that  is  once  formed,  nnlefs  its 
fituation  fliould  admit  of  manual 
operation.  ■  j*  *  T 

Boerhaave  ccnfeftes,  that  he 
knew  no  medicine,  that  would 
prevent  a  beginning  flea  tom  a  from 
enlarging  •  and  that  which  is  not 
to  be  done  externally,  muff  be 
iefs  poflible  within.  Every  time, 
therefore,  fays  he,  that  I  hear 
great  talkers,  vaunting  their  re¬ 
medies,  for  this  purpofe,  I  wifli 
to  fee  them  cure  fchirrous  tumours; 
occult,  and  ulcerated  cancers  ;  me- 
liceris  ;  fteatoma,  &c.  by  certain 
means  ;  and  thus  give  us  a  proof 
of  their  art.  As  for  my  part,  I 
have  obferved,  that  all  prudent, 
and  experienced  phyficians,  al¬ 
lowed  their  infufficiency,  on  tlnfe 
occafions,  though  they  did  it  with 
regret. 

It  would  feem,  as  if  Boerhaave, 
might  meet  with  fome  reproaches, 
for  his  method  of  treating  the 
Marquis,  before  this  complaint. 

Nothing  could  be  more  grate¬ 
ful,  to  the  ignorant,  and  illiberal, 
men  of  little  minds,  and  of  a  nar¬ 
row  way  of  thinking,  than  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  cenfuring  fo  great  a 
genius  as  Boerhaave.  'There  are, 
even  now,  perfons  of  this  difpofi- 
tion,  who,  in  reading  this  narra¬ 
tive,  will  perhaps  be  led  to  aferibe 
the  diforder  of  the  Marquifs  to  the 
fupprefllon  of  the  hemorrhoids. 
But  the  great  Boerhaave  has  re¬ 
plied  to  thefe  frivolous  judges,  by 
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faying,  that  a  fteatoma  cannot  be 
derived  from  the  cure,  or  the  fup- 
preftion  of  the  hemorrhoids  ;  that 
he  had  cured  them,  neither  by 
cauftic,  nor  by  any  other  external 
application,  but  by  mild,  emol¬ 
lient,  and  deterfive  remedies  ;  and 
that  no  iigns  of  plethera  had  been 
perceived,  when  the  hemorrhoidal 
flux  began  to  diminifli.  In  fhort, 
fays  he,  with  his  ufual  candour, 
and  dignity  of  mind,  let  every  one 
judge  freely,  and  fincerely  for 
himfelf ;  I  have  deferibed  the  dif- 
eafe,  fuch  as  I  faw  it. 

The  phyftcian,  therefore,  as  well 
as  the  mathematician,  has  fulfil¬ 
led  his  duty,  when  he  has  proved, 
that  a  difficulty  is,  in  every  fenfe, 
and  point  of  view,  inexplicable. 
Tie,  who  proves  a  difeafe  to  be 
impenetrable,  and,  of  courfe,  in¬ 
curable,  deferves  as  much  of  our 
efteem,  as  lie  who  points  out  the 
feat  of  a  difeafe,  and  the  method 
of  curing  it. 


Account  of  Mount  Yefuvius  in  the 
Tear  ’.777  ;  from  Travels  into 
the  Two  Sicilies,  hy  Henry 
Swinburne,  Efj. 

H  E  unavoidable  hurry  upon 
A  our  arrival  prevented  me 
from  vifiting  Vefuvius  while  the 
eruption  continued.  As  foon  as 
I  was  at  liberty,  I  hired  a  hackney 
two-wheeled  chaife,  called  a  C'a- 
leffo  ;  which  is  no  more  than  a 
very  uneafy  triangular  feat,  gilt 
and  bedaubed  with  gaudy  colours, 
fixed  upon  an  axle-tree,  and  drawn 
by  a  fingle  horfe.  Some  of  thefe 
horfes  fell  very  dear,  and  go  at  a 
prodigious  rate,  always  in  a  high 
trot.  The  driver  Hands  behind, 
and  with  the  whip  and  voice  di- 
G  '  refls 
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reds  the  horfe’s  motion.  The 
hirer  bolds  the  reins  •  but  is  not 
refponfible  for  any  mifchief  the 
carriage  may  do,  unlefs  he  alfo 
take  poffefflon  of  the  lafh.  The 
reins  are  fattened  to  a  caveffon, 
without  a  bit,  and  the  more  the 
animal  is  pulled,  the  fatter  he 
goes  :  a  hils  ftcps  him. 

One  of  thefe  chairs  conveyed 
rue  about  eight  miles  from  Naples, 
to  the  place  where  the  lava  ceafed 
to  run,  after  filling  up  a  road, 
overturning  fome  cottages,  and 
Confuming  a  wide  trajS  of  vine¬ 
yards.  The  poplars,  to  which 
the  vines  were  tied,  were  burnt  or 
crufhed  beneath  the  weight  of  the 
cooler  lumps  that  tumbled  off  on 
each  fide  from  the  fiery  nhafs. 
The  furface  of  this  black  and  now 
ttagnant  river  is  yery  uneven,  full 
of  points  and  protuberances,  and 
broken  into  chafms.  It  anfwers 

the  idea  I  have  of  a  rocky  moun¬ 
tain  overturned  into  a  valley,  and 
ibattered  to  pieces  by  an  earth¬ 
quake.  In  colour,  the  lava  re- 

femblcs  flag,  or  the  fir  ft  clearings 
of  an  irpn  mine.  The  intenfe 

heat  that  ftill  ifiued  from  it, 
though  the  flames  'were  not  vifible 
by  day-light,  kept  me  at  a  dis¬ 
tance*  By  night,  fire  may  be 

feen  through  the  crevices  of  the 
dufkv  crutt.  Jt  had  run  clofe  to 
a  lava  of  feyepteen  years  date, 
yvhich  is  not  yet  fu/ficiently  tritu¬ 
rated  by  the  aQion  of  air,  to  af¬ 
ford  hold  to  the  feeds  of  any 
plant,  except  a  long  hoary  mof$, 
commonly  the  firft  fettler  on  thefe 
cinders,  which  are  infinitely  fofter, 
and  fooner  crumbled  to  duft,  than 
the  Sciarnis  of  ./Etna. 

After  fatis  Tying  my  curiofiry 
wjth  an  attentive  examination  of 
thefe  objc&s,  I  returned  to  Pom 


tici,  hired  a  guide  and  mule,  and 
rode  up  through  the  vineyards  to 
the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where 
vegetation  terminates  in  a  long 
coarfe  grafs,  the  only  plant  that 
can  bear  the  vicinity  of  the  hot 
allies  and  fuiphureGus  exhalations. 
I  afcend.ed  the  fteep  cone  of  cin¬ 
ders  in  a  direct  line,  up  to  the 
ancles  at  every  ftep  in  purple 
lukewarm  afhes.  The  heat  was 
not  very  powerful  till  we  came 
iwithin  a  few  yards  of  the  fumrait, 
and  there  fmoke  breaks  out  through 
many  crannies.  Qn  the  Porfici 
fide  there  is  very  little  lava,  ex¬ 
cept  a  few  fcattered  ftones  that 
ferve  to  reft  upon.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the 
fatigue  of  this  climbing.  Before 
that  day  I  had  mounted  fome  very 
exalted  points  of  the  Alps,  and 
clambered  up  the  higheft  peak  of 
the  Pyrenees,  without  feeling  fuch 
oppreffive  wearinefs  and  exhauflion 
of  fpirits  and  ftrepgth  as  I  expe¬ 
rienced  on  VefuVius.  Perhaps,  the 
mephitic  effluvium,  which  attacked 
r.^y  refpiration,  may  alfo  have  had 
a  debilitating  ettedl  upon  my  nerves 
and  mufcles.  I  fhould  hardly  have 
been  able  to  proceed,  had  I  not 
held  by  my  guide,  who  went  be¬ 
fore  with  a  handkerchief  tied  round 
his  was  ft. 

I  confefs  I  was  a  goqd  deal  dis¬ 
appointed  on  reaching  the  fum- 
mit  ;  for  the  deferiptions  I  had 
read  had  railed  in  my  imagination 
an  expe&atjpn  of  every  thing  that 
could  be  glaring  and  ftriking  in 
colours,  pompous  and  tremendous 
in  a  feene  of  igneous  phenomena  ; 
but  the  late  eruption  had,  for  d 
time,  xaid  all  the  mountain’s  fury 
afleep,  and  every  thing  was  dull 
and  aark.  The  vent,  by  which 
the  lava  ran  out,  is  much  below 
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the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  on 
that  fide  the  fulphureous  fleams  are 
very  punge,nt.  I  was  on  the  point 
of  retu/ning  rather  fruftrated  of 
my  hopes,  when  a  curling  column 
of  (moke  and  flame  role  flowly 
out  of  the  gloomy  abyfs,  and 
brought  up  with  it  a  thick  white 
cloud,  that  had  hitherto  rendered 
the  crater  impervious  to  my  fight. 
The  wind  quickly  caught  hold  of 
this  column,  and  whirled  it  round 
the  jmipenfe  caldron  feverai  times 
with  inconceivable  noife  and  ve¬ 
locity,  till  it  forced  part  of  the 
fmoke  to  fly  off"  horizontally  from 
the  mountain,  and  daflied  the  re¬ 
mainder  back  into  its  original  ca- 
vei  n.  During  this  conflict,  on  the 
oppofite  fide  to  that  where  we 
flood,  I  had  a  peep  very  far  into 
the  crater.  The  fides  feemed  all 
laya  and  fcoria,  with  very  little 
variety  in  the  tints,  clofed  at  bot¬ 
tom  by  an  impenetrable  fereen  of 
fwioke.  I  have  feen  old  ruined 
coalpits,  that  afford  a  tolerable 
idea  of  this  volcanic  kettle.  As 
foon  as  the  fmoke  was  driven  away, 
the  roaring  below  grew  loud,  and 
frequent  explofions  were  heard 
with  a  hollow  found  ;  and  at  every 
throe,  which  caufed  a  very  confi- 
derable  commotion  in  the  thin 
arch  on  which  we  flood,  a  fliower 
of  red-hot  ftones  was  fliot  up  ; 
but  not  rifing  many  feet  above 
the  mountain,  they  did  not  come 
within  the  fweep  of  the  wind,  and 
fo  fell  back  perpendicularly  into 
the  rumbling  gulf. 

I  (ball  not  prefume  to  inveftqgate 
minutely  the  origin,  compofiticn, 
or  operations  of  the  mountain,  as 
we  have  ample  information  on 
this  fubjedt  in  the  works  of  Sir 
William  Hamilton.  His  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  volcano  is  fo  com- 
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plete,  and  repytarion  on  tfiat  head 
fo  firmly  effabliflied  at  Naples, 
that  more  than  once  the  court  has 
waited  to  regulate  its  flay  at  Por- 
tici,  or  removal  from  thence,  till 
be  had  declared,  when  he  thought 
the  eruption  would  begin,  and 
what  direction  the  lava  was  likely 
to  follow.  Many  writers  of  dif- 
fertations  on  igniyomops  moun¬ 
tains  have  been  led  into  a  laby¬ 
rinth  of  miftakes,  falfe  positions, 
and  falfe  confequences,  by  truft- 
ing  folely  to  the  relations  of 
others,  and  not  being  at  the  pains 
of  examining  the  phenomena  with 
their  own  eyes.  Whoever  has  not 
had  the  advantage  of  infpedling 
ap  adtiye  volcano,  fhould  nor  pre¬ 
fume  to  wpte  upon  i h at  fubjeel, 
as  he  jnpft  unavoidably  fall  into 
error,  in  fpite  of  all  the  learning, 
combinations,  and  fagacity  the 
wit  of  man  fufceptible  of.  In¬ 
deed,  fome  authors,  who  have 
had  Vefuvius  before  their  eyes  for 
forty  years,  have  likewife  fallen 
into  ft  ran  go  indefenfible  opinions 
concerning  its  component  p;arts, 
original  formation,  and  modes  pf 
operating.  Attachment  to  fyftem 
mifleads  us  all,  aijd  corjequently 
causes  us  to  fee  things,  not  as 
they  are,  but  as  we  wifi*  to  find 
them.  Nothing  but  the  defire  of 
ptpving  Vefuvius  to  be  a  primor¬ 
dial  mountain,  and  not  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  eruptions,  could  have 
brought  Padre  della  Torre  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  he  faw  regular,  ori¬ 
ginal,  calcarious,  and  granite 
(Irata,  far  down  in  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain  ;  where,  if  he  faw 
any  thing,  it  was  probably  (freaks 
of  fulphureous  and  mineral  efflo- 
refcences  adhering  to  the  coats  of 
the  funnel.  Nothing  hut  fyftem 
could  have  fo  blinded  Richard,  as 
G  2  to 
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to  prevent  his  finding  a  fmgle 
pumice- {lone,  or  other  mark  of 
fire,  in  the  rocks  of  Ppfiiipo, 
where  any  trivial  obferver  may 
meet  with  innumerable  black  cal¬ 
cined  ft  ones,  though  he  may  not 
be  fufficiently  converfant  in  the 
fubjedt  to  difeover,  that  the  whole 
rock  owes  its  birth  to  the  work¬ 
ings  of  volcanic  fires.  Without 
prejudices  of  this  kind,  could 
other  authors  have  feen  nothing  in 
Monte  Somm a,  and  the  hills  of 
Naples,  but  primitive  fubftances, 
unaltered  fince  the  deluge  ;  when, 
in  reality,  every  flone  befpeaks  a 
fiery  origin  ? 

To  be  convinced  that  Vefuvius 
has  been  raifed  from  the  level  of 
the  plains,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  of  the  fea,  by  the  foie 
adlion  of  fire  contained  in  its 
bowels,  requires,  methir.ks,  no¬ 
thing  but  an  eye  accuftomed  to 
obferve,  and  a  found  judgment 
unbiaffed  by  party.  I  own  1  can¬ 
not  entertain  a  doubt  of  it,  after 
having  confidered  the  infulated 
pofition,  and  apparent  compofi- 
tion  of  the  mountain,  together 
with  the  foil  of  all  the  adjacent 
country ;  after  having  reflected 
npon  the  birth  of  Monte  Nuovo 
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thrown  up  to  the  perpendicnlar 
height  of  two  hundred  feet,  in 
the  fhort  fpace  of  forty-eight 
hours  ;  and  upon  the  apparition 
of  many  iflands  raifed  out  of  the 
bofom  of  the  waters  by  fubmarine 
fires,  of  which  both  ancient  and 
modern  hiftory  afford  examples. 
The  iftand  of  Afcenfion,  and 
many  in  the  Archipelago,  one  of 
which  rofe  out  of  the  fea  in  1707, 
completely  prove  this  aftertion. 
The  origin  of  the  ifie  of  Rhodes, 
as  related  in  Pindar’s  feventh 
Olympic,  feems  to  be  of  the  fame 
ciafi;.  This  poet  calls  Rhodes  a 
native  of  the  floods,  and  tells  us, 
“  that  ancient  tales  of  men  relate, 
“  that  when  Jupiter  and  the  Gods 
“  divided  the  earth,  Rhodes  was 
“  not  vifible  amidft  the  maritime 

waves,  but  lay  hid  in  the  briny 
“  deep*.”  Apollo,  being  ab¬ 
sent,  was -left  out  cf  the  partition 
treaty,  and,  on  his  appearance, 
Jupiter  would  have  proceeded  to 
a  frefti  divifion  ;  but  the  God  of 
day  declined  the  offer,  contenting 
hirpfelf  with  dominions  that  did 
not  interfere  with  any  god’s  fhare  : 
“  for  (fays  he)  I  behold  in  the 
“  frothy  fea  a  fruitful  land  riling 
44  from  the  bottom.”  And  ac~ 
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Cordingly,  as  he  {poke,  “  Lo  ! 
“  the  ifland  {hot  up  out  of  the 
“  waters.”  It  is  ea {y  to  trace 
this  fable  to  its  fource,  the  heav¬ 
ing  up  of  the  foil  at  the  bottom  of 
the  fea  by  the  vehemence  of  fire. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the 
origin  of  Vefuvius,  whether  as 
a  mountain  it  be  coeval  with  the 
firft-created  protuberances  of  this 
globe,  or  whether  it  be  an  irre¬ 
gular  produ&ion  of  ages  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  creation,  this  we 
may  fafely  affirm,  that  it  has  been 
a  volcano  beyond  the  reach  of 
hilhory  or  tradition.  Long  before 
it  laid  Herculaneum  wafte,  it  was 
defcribed  by  authors  as  bearing 
the  marks  of  fire  on  its  fummit. 
Some  even  fay,  the  report  of  its 
having  vomited  flames  v/ent  fo 
far  back  into  antiquity  as  to 
border  upon  fable-  A  moil  ani¬ 
mated  defcription  of  its  ravages 
in  79  is  left  us  by  .the  younger 
Pliny,  who  was  a  woeful  witnefs 
to  all  he  relates.  From  that  tittle, 
it  now  and  then  burft  out,  and 
alarmed  the  neighbouring  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  feemed  by  degrees  to 
lofe  its  vigour,  till,  in  the  lower 
ages,  it  fcarce  gave  fufficient 
alarm  to  merit  a  place  in  the  chro¬ 
nicles  of  the  times.  In  1631,  it 
broke  out  again  with  accumulated 
fury,  and  fpread  fuch  devaluation 
around,  as  almofl;  equalled  the 
horrors  of  the  firlt  year  of  Titus. 
Since  that  epocha,  it  his  had  its 
periods  of  turbulence  and  repofe  ; 
and  of  late  years  it  has  fo  re¬ 
doubled  its  violence,  as  to  emit 
fmoke  continually,  and  every  year 
at  leaf;  a  torrent  of  lava.  WhenCe 
it  draws  its  immenfe  fuppiies  of 
combuftibles,  and  how  long  its 
prefent  cone  will  be  able  to  bear 
thefc  unremitting  efforts,  exceeds 
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the  power  of  all  human  calcula¬ 
tion.  I  believe,  however,  that 
with  all  its  terrors,  Vefuvius, 
open  and  adlive,  is  lefs  hoftile  to 
Naples,  than  it  would  be,  if  its 
eruptions  were  to  ceafe,  and  its 
ftruggles  were  to  be  confined  to  its 
bowels :  then  undoubtedly  would 
enfue  mod  fatal  {hocks  to  the  un- 
flable  foundation  of  the  Terra  di 
Lavoro. 

The  day  being  clear,  I  made 
fome  flay  on  the  top,  to  obtain  a  juft 
idea  of  the  topography  of  this  curi¬ 
ous  country.  There  cannot  be  a 
more  advantageous  ftation  for  exa¬ 
mining  Naples  and  its  environs,  as 
Vefuvius  hands  fingle,  at  a  di- 
flance  from  all  other  mountains, 
and  commands  the  plains  of  Nola, 
Capua,  and  Sarno,  the  chain  of 
the  Appenines,  the  promontory 
of  Sorrento,  the  hills  and  Gulf  of 
Naples,  with  all  its  iflands.  I 
obferved,  that  the  ridge  extending 
weftward  from  Poggio  Reale  to 
Monte  Gauro,  is  entirely  fepa- 
rated  by  the  plains  from  everv 
other  eminence,  and  conftitutes  a 
vjfft  detached  promontory,  full  of 
lakes  and  hollows,  the  craters  of 
extindl  volcanos.  On  furveying 
thofe  regions  from  this  elevated 
pinacle,  it  appeared  to  me,  that 
in  times  of  the  remotefl  antiquity, 
there  may  have  exifted  an  enor¬ 
mous  flaming  mountain,  with  its 
centrical  point  between  Ifchia  and 
the  Camaldoli,  and  that  Solfatara, 
Aftruni,  Bnrbaro,  &c.  may  be  but 
the  excrefcences  and  mont'agnuole 
of  one  gigantic  mafs,  which,  after 
exhaufling  its  force,  and  wearing 
out  the  lurface,  till  it  grew  unable 
to  fupport  its  own  weight,  may 
have  funk,  and  been  overwhelmed 
by  the  waves-  The  gulf  of  BaL, 
and  the  channels  of  Ifchia  and 
G  3  Proeida, 
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Procida,  may  have  been  formed 
by  this  cataclyfm.  The  fixe  of 
i?Ltna  renders  fuch  an  extent  no 
objection  to  my  hypothefis,  and 
/hews  to  what  a  monftrous  bulk  a 
mountain  Gan  fvvell  itfelf.  Monte 
Epomeo  in  Ifchia,  and  the  Carnal- 
doli,  are  both  abruptly  broken 
down  facing  each  bther,  and  both 
flope  off  very  gradually  different 
ways,  till  one  is  loft  in  the  Campi 
Leborini,  and  the  other  finks  into 
the  fea. 


&6me  Account  of  the  Mare  Piccolo 
of  T  arant  &—of  its  Shell  Fifii 
—of  the  Nautilus— Cora! — and 
Pinna  Marina  •  front  the  fame. 

I  DEVOTED  the  afternoon  to 
a  water  partv,  taking  with  me 
one  of  the  oldefl  and  1110ft:  intelli¬ 
gent  of  the  Tarentine  fifhermefi, 
to  /hew  me  the  fifliing  and  fpawnr 
ing  places,  and  explain  the  dif¬ 
ferent  feafons  and  methods  6f 
catching  fiili.  We  took  boat,  and 
rowed  up  the  fouthern  ibore  of 
the  Mare  Piccolo,  with  an  in¬ 
tention  of  meafuring  the  whole 
circumference,  which  Strabo  fixes 
at  one  hundred  ftadia,  or  twelve 
Engliffi  miles  and’  a  half.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  my  calculation,  the 
circuit  of  the  wcflern  part  is  not 
more  than  half  as  great  its  that  of 
the  eaftern  one  ;  and  both  together, 
by  a  rough  eftimate,  are  .about  fix- 
teen  miles.  This  tncreafe  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  deft  ruction  of 
all  the  parapets  and  walls  of  the 
old  city,  the  wearing  away  of  the 
banks,  and  overflowing  of  the  low 
grounds.  A  tide  is  very  percep¬ 
tible,  efpeciallv  when  the  moon 
changes,  and  ftdl  more  fo  at  the 
folftices  and  equinoxes  *  but  very 


feeble  in  comparifon  of  the  tides 
in  the  ocean  :  however,  it  ferves 
to  keep  the  waters  of  this  hand- 
locked  bay  fweet,  and  to  bring  in 
caravans  of  fifh,  that  fatten .  and 
breed  in  its  quiet  pools.  When 
the  Scirocco  blows  hard,  the  waves 
are  driven  iip  with  great  violence, 
and  navigation  becomes  perilous 
for  fmall  veffels. 

The  firfl  objedl  of  my  curiofity 
were  the  beds  of  Cozzenere,  or 
mufcles,  the  gfeateft:  and  rnoft:  con- 
ftant  fupply  of  the  market.  Their 
fpawn  is  dropt  in  the  mud.  About 
the  twenty-firft  of  March,  little 
mufcles  begin  to  rife  up,  and 
cling  to  long  flakes  driven  by  the 
fifhermen  into  the  water  under 
the  city  wall,  and  in  the  caftle 
ditch.  There  they  thrive  and 
grow  in  (fill  water,  while  the 
w a ffings  of  the  ftreets  fupply  them 
with  rich  and  copious  nutriment. 
In  Auguft:  they  are  as  big  as  al¬ 
monds,  and  are  then  drawn  up 
with  the  poles,  and  fown  oil  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  Mare  Piccolo* 
among  the  frefh-  water  fprings. 

About  the  middle  of  October 
they  are  again  dragged  up,  fepa- 
rafed,  and  fcattered  over  a  larger 
fpace.  In  fpring,  they  are  brought 
to  market,  long  before  they  arriye 
at  their  full  growth.  This  haile 
proceeds  from  the  avidity  of  the 
officers  of  the  revenue,  inho  re¬ 
ceive  a  duty  of  four  carfmi  a  can- 
taro  for  them,  whether  61d  of 
young. 

When  a  fbng  continuance  6f 
heavy  rains  fwell  the  little  ftreams 
that  difeharge  themfelve's  into  this 
gulf,  the  waters  become  muddy, 
and  thefe  fiili  are  then  obferved  to 
grow  diftempered,  rotten,  and  un- 
wholefome.  The  caufe  of  this 
malady  lies  in  the  noxious  frag¬ 
ments 
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Bent's  of  animals,  putrid  vege¬ 
tables,  oily,  bituminous,  and  ful- 
phureous  particles,  wafhed  from 
the  earth  by  the  {Lowers.  They 
cut  the  tender  fibres  or  fingers 
which  the  fifh  flretches  oiit,  mif- 
taking  them  for  wholefome  food. 
The  wounded  parts  feller,  and 
poifon  the  whole  body.  It  is  an 
cbfervation  made  here,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  long  experience,  that 
all  the  tellaceous  tribe  is  fuller, 
tatter,  and  more  delicate,  during 
the  new  and  full  moon,  than  in 
the  fir  ft  and  Fft  quarters.  The 
difference  is  accounted  for  by  the 
tides  and  currents,  which  fet  in 
flronger  in  the  hew  and  full  moon, 
and  bring  with  them  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  bruited  fifties,  infedls, 
fruits,  and  other  fattening  nur¬ 
ture.  I  was  affured  that  nothing 
caufes  fifti  to  fpoil  fooner,  than 
leaving  them  expofed  to  the  beams 
of  the  moon  ;  and  that  all  pru¬ 
dent  fiftiermen,  when  out  by 
night,  cover  what  they  catch  with 
an  awning.  If  they  meet  with 
any  dead  fifti  on  the  fxrand,  or  in 
the  marker,  they  can  always 
difeern,  by  its  colour  and  flabbi- 
hefs,  if  it  be  allunato ,  moon- 
ilruck ;  and,  except  in  cafes  of 
great  neceftlty,  abftain  from  it  as 
unwholefome.  Mot  having  dn  op¬ 
portunity  of  verifying  this  after- 
tion,  I  give  it  as  doubtful  ;  for  I 
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know  the  Italians  are  apt  to  attrf-, 
bute  to  the  baneful  influence  of 
the  tlioon  many  ftrange  elFedts,' 
which  philofophers  of  other  na¬ 
tions  do  .not  aferibe  to  it.  No 
Italian  will  lie  down  to  deep, 
where  moonfliine  can  reach  him. 

f|  he  Cozze  Pelofe,  or  velvet 
mufcle,  is  firft  dragged  for  in  the 
Great  Sea,  and  then  fcattered  to 
breed  on  Sciaie,  or  heaps  of  ftones 
funk  by  the  fiftiermen  at  every 
head-  land  of  the  Mare  Piccolo. 

Under  the  Piano,  or  eaftero 
ftiore,  are  the  oyfter-beds  :  no 
coaft  affords  a  mt>re  exquifite  fort. 
In  winter,  large  hampers  of  them 
are  lent  over-land  to  Naples.  The 
feafon  is  confined  by  law  to  a  tern! 
between  the  25th  of  November  and 
Eafter  Sunday. 

Brundufium  was  the  great  fup- 
plier  of  oyfters  for  the  Reman 
tables.  From  that  port,  the  fpawrt 
was  carried  to  flock  their  public 
refervoirs  at  the  Lucrene  Lake, 
near  Baits  ;  and  no  mention  is 
made  by  the  ancients  of  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  any  Tarentine  ftiell  fifti 
except  the  feallop*.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  not  unlikely  that  oyfter  fpawn 
has  been  brought  to  Taranto  from 
Brindifi,  and  better  preferved  than 
at  the  original  bed,  where  the  ob- 
ftruftions  in  the  mouth  of  the  har¬ 
bour  have  ruined  all  the  fifheriesf. 

The  papyraceous  Nautilus  is 

fome- 


*  Petflinibus  patulis  jactat  fe  molle  Tarentum.  Hor„  Sat. 

*f  I  received  from  my  friend,  F.  Ant.  Miliafi,  the  following  1  i  ft  of  Shell  fifh 
found  in  the  Tarentine  waters.  He  drew  it  up  according  to  the  Linniean 
fyfiem  from  a  large  affortment  of  fpecimens,  which  he  wjjs  commiffioned  to 
clafs,  before  they  v\ere  preferred  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Taranto  to  the  Infant 
t)oh  Gabriel.  Had  my  iearned  correfpondent  had  an  opportunity  of  vifiting 
thofe  Teas,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  his  piercing  and  experienced  eye  would 
have  difeovered  other  ipecies,  if  not  genera,  of  fifties. 

1.  Chitoo  fquamofusi  et  Cinereu?.  2.  Pepas  bal^tijw. 

G  4  3.  Lepx 
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fometimes,  but  very  rarely,  feen 
fpreading  the  wonderful  mechanifm 
of  its  fail  and  oars  in  the  fmooth  bays 
of  the  Mare  Grande  ;  and  fome- 
times  fifhermen  furprife  trumpet - 


fli ells  of  a  prodigious  bulk  afieep 
floating, on  the  furface  of  the  water 
in  a  fultry  day. 

Very  fine  branchy  coral  is  found, 
along  the  coafl:  eaft  of  the  city. 


3.  Lepas  anatifera 

4.  Lepas  teftudinaria— altera  radiis 

6,  et  altera  5. 

5.  Pholas  dactyl  us  eum  cardine  re- 

curvato  connexoquecartilagine 

6.  My  a  pidorum 

7.  Solen  enfis 

8.  Solen  legumen 

9.  Solefi  ltrlgiiatus 

10.  Tellina  anomala 

1 1.  Tellina  carnaria 

12.  Tellina  rofirata 

13.  Tellina  Punicea 

34.  Tellina  fragilis 

35.  Tellina  planafa 

26.  Cardium  aculeatum 

57.  Cardium  edule 

18.  Cardium  rullicum 

19.  MaCtra  flriatula 

20.  Donax  trunculus 

21.  Venus  Ise'ta 

22.  Venus  Paphia 

23.  Venus  call ypige 

24.  Venus  deftorata 

25.  Spondilus  Gaederopus 

26.  Chama  antiquata 

27.  Area  Nore 

28.  Area  barbata 

29.  Anomia  ephiffiura 

30.  Mytilus  edulis 

31.  Pinna  nobilis 

32.  Argonauta  Argo 

33.  Buccunum  galea 

34.  Buccunum  maculatum 

35.  Buccunum  Tritonis 

36.  Echinus  Cidaris 

37.  Echinus  efculentus 

38.  Echinus  faxatil is 

39.  Echinus  mamillaris 

40.  Echinus  placenta 

41.  Serpula  anguina 

42.  Ofirea  edulis 
**3.  Ofirea  Jocobea 

44.  Ofirea  bullata 

45.  Ofirea  pufio 

46.  Ofirea  fanguinea 
47  Ofirea  varia 


48.  Ofirea  lima 

49.  Ofirea  radul.a 

50.  Cyprea  talpa 

51.  Cyprea  lurida 

52.  Cyrea  caput  ferpentis 

53.  Cv  prea  pediculus 

54.  Conus  monachus 
35.  Bui  la  aperta 

56.  Bulla  Naucus 

5 7.  Bulla  hydatis 

58.  Voluta  can  cel  lata 

59.  Voluta  glabella 

60.  Buccinum  echinophorum 

61.  Strombus  pes  pellicani 

62.  Strombus  lenti^inofus 

63.  Murex  faxatilis 

64.  Murex  reticularis 

65.  Murex  coftatus 

66.  Murex  cutaceus 

67.  Murex  pufio 

68.  Murex  cornutus 

69.  Murex  erinaceus. 

70.  Murex  pileare 

71.  Murex  triqueter 

72.  Murex  fufcatus 

73.  Trochus  teflulatus 

74.  Trochus  umbilicafis 

75.  Turbo  cochlus 

76.  Turbo  pullus 

77.  Turbo  nodolofus 

78.  Helix  pi&a 

79.  Nerita  littoralis 
So.  Nerita  canrasna 

81.  Nerita  rufa 

82.  Haliotis  Midar 

83.  Patella  finuata 

84.  Patella  lutea 

85.  Patella  rufiica 

86.  Pateila  fufea 

87.  Patella  puftula 

88.  Patella  Grasca 

89.  Dentalium  dentalis 

90.  Dentalium  corneum 

91.  Serpula  arenaria 

92.  Serpula  vermicularis 

93.  Serpula  contortuplicnta 
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The  places  are  kept  a  profound 
iecret.  Marks  are  fet  up  on  land, 
by  which  the  Tarentines  (leer  their 
courie,  and  fink  their  hooks  and 
crofs-beams  exactly  in  the  middle 
of  a  coral  bed,  while  Grangers 
mufl:  row  about  a  whole  day 
dragging,  without  a  guide,  or 
certainty  of  bringing  up  a  fingle 
twig.  There  was,  a  few  years 
ago,  fuch  abundance  of  coral  near 
thefe  fiiores,  that  a  boat’s  crew 
was  once  known  to  draw  up  in 
one  day  as  much  as  fold  for  five 
hundred  ducats  (93/.  15*.)  Large 
pieces  may  be  had  for  about  five 
ducats  per  rotolo,  which  at  Taran- 
to  contains  only  thirteen  ounces. 

Under  Cape  St  Vito,  once  fa¬ 
mous  for  an  abbey  of  Bafiiian 
monks,  and  in  molt  parts  of  the 
Mare  Grande,  the  rocks  are 
Itudded  with  the  Pinna  Marina. 
This  bivalved  iliell  of  the  mufcle 
tribe  frequently  exceeds  two  feet 
in  length.  It  fallens  itfelf  to  the 
ftones  by  its  hinge,  and  throws 
out  a  large  tuft  of  filky  threads, 
which  float  and  play  about  to  al¬ 
lure  fmall  fifh  ;  amidlt  thefe  fila¬ 
ments  is  generally  found,  befides 
other  infects,  a  fmall  fhrimp,  called 
by  the  antients,  Cancer  Pinnothe¬ 
res,  by  the  modern  Tarentines, 
Caurella.  This  little  crullaceous 
animal  was  imagined  to  be  gene¬ 
rated  with  the  Pinna,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  nature  to  a6t  as  a 
watchman,  in  apprizing  it  of  the 
approach  of  prey  or  enemies  ;  and 
that,  upon  the  leaft  alarm,  this 
guard  flipt  down  into  the  fliell, 
which  was  inllantly  clofed  ;  but 
more  accurate  obfervers  have  dis¬ 
covered,  that  the  poor  flirimp  is 
no  more  than  a  prey  itfelf,  and 
by  no  means  a  centinel  for  the 
mufcle,  which  in  its  turn  fre¬ 


quently  falls  a  vi£tim  to  the  wiles 
of  the  Polypus  O&opedia.  In 
very  calm  weather  this  rapacious 
pirate  may  be  feen  Healing  to¬ 
wards  the  yawning  fhells  with  a 
pebble  in  his  claws,  Which  he 
darts  fo  dexteroufly  into  the  aper¬ 
ture,  that  the  Pinna  cannot  fliut 
itfelf  clofe  enough  to  pinch  off 
the  feelers  of  its  antagonift,  or  fave 
its  flefli  from  his  ravenous  tooth. 
The  Pinna  is  torn  off  the  rocks 
with  hooks,  and  broken  for  the 
fake  of  its  bunch  of  filk  called 
Lanapcnna,  which  is  fold,  in  its 
rude  Hate,  for  about  fifteen  car- 
lini  a  pound,  to  women  that  wa/Ii 
it  well  With  foap  and  frefli  water. 
When  it  is  perfedlly  cleanfed  of 
all  its  impurities,  they  dry  it  in 
the  flhade,  firaiten  it  with  a  large 
comb,  cut  off  the  ufelefs  root,  and 
card  the  remainder  ;  by  which 
means  they  reduce  a  pound  of 
courfe  filaments  to  about  three 
ounces  of  fine  thread.  This  they 
knit  into  ftockings,  gloves,  caps, 
and  waiftcoats  ;  but  they  common¬ 
ly  mix  a  little  fiik  as  a  ftrengthener. 
This  web  is  of  a  beautiful  yellow 
brown,  refembling  the  burniftied 
gold  on  the  back  of  fome  flies  and 
beetles.  I  was  told  that  the  Lana- 
penna  receives  its  glofs  from  being 
fteeped  in  lemon  juice,  and  being 
afterwards  prefled  down  with  a 
taylor’s  goofe. 


Natural  Hijlory  of  the  Tarantula  ; 
jrom  the  fame . 

THE  Tarantula  is  a  fpider 
of  the  third  fpecies  of  Lin¬ 
naeus’s  fourth  family,  with  eight 
eyes,  placed  four,  two  and  two  ; 
its  colour  commonly  a  very  dark 
grey,  but  varies  according  to  age 
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and  food.  The  bulk  of  its  fore-part 
is  almoft  double  that  of  the  hind 
part ;  the  back  of  its  neck  raifed 
High,  and  its  leg  fhort  and  thick. 
It  lives  in  bare  fields,  where  the 
lands  are  fallow,  but  not  very 
hard  ;  and,  from  its  antipathy  to 
damp  and  fhade,  choofes  for  its 
refidence  the  rifing  part  of  the 
ground  facing  the  eaft.  Its  dwel¬ 
ling  is  about  four  inches  deep,  and 
half  an  inch  wide  j  at  the  bottom 
it  is  curved,  and  there  the,  infedl 
fits  in  wet  weather,  and  cuts  its  way 
out,  if  water  gains  upon  it.  It 
weaves  a  net  at  the  mouth  of  the 
hole.  Thete  fpiders  do  not  live 
quite  a  year.  In  July  they  ilied 
their  fkin,  and  proceed  to  propa¬ 
gation,  which,  from  a  mutual  difi» 
truft,  as  they  frequently  devour  one 
another,  is  a  work  undertaken  with 
great  circumfpedtion.  They  lay 
about  leven  hundred  and  thirty 
eggs,  which  are  hatched  in  the 
fpring  ;  but  the  parent  does  not 
live  to  fee  her  progeny,  having  ex¬ 
pired  early  in  the  winter.  The 
Ichneumon  fly  is  their  moll  formi¬ 
dable  enemy. 


An  Account  of  fome  Experiments  on 
Mercury  and  Silver ,  made  at 
Guildford,  in  May  1782,  in  the 
Laboratory  of  J.  Price,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S. 

Experiment  I. 

Made  May  tbs  6th ,  3782,  before 
the  Rt*v.  Mr.  Anderfon  ;  Capt. 
Francis  Grofe  ;  Mr  KufTell  and 
Mr.  D.  Grofe,  the  Gentlemen 
mentioned  in  the  Introduction  as 
the  mojl  proper  Witneffcs  of  the 
Procejsy  then  rejident  in  Guild¬ 
ford. 

HALF  an  ounce  of  mercury 
provided  by  Capt.  Grofe 


(bought  at  an  apothecary’s  of  the 
town)  was  placed  in  a  fmall  Hefiian 
crucible,  brought  by  Mr.  Ruflell, 
on  a  flux  compofed  of  borax,, 
(alfo  brought  by  him)  a  fmall 
piece  of  charcoal  taken  out  of  a 
lcuttle  (fortuitoufly)  by  Mr.  D„ 
Grofe,  and  examined  by  the  reft 
of  the  company  ;  and  a  fmall  piece 
of  nitre,  alfo  fallen  out  without 
fele&ion,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ander¬ 
fon,  from  a  quantity  in  common 
ufe,  in  the  laboratory  ;  thefe  be¬ 
ing  pounded  together  in  a  mortar 
which  all  the  company  had  pre?; 
vioiifiy  infpedted,  were  preffed 
clown  into  the  crucible  with  a 
fmall  peftle  :  on  this  flux  the  mer¬ 
cury  was  poured  by  Mr.  Anderfon, 
and  upon  it  half  a  grain,  carefully 
weighed  out  by  Mr.  Ruflell,  of  a 
certain  powder  of  a  deep  red  co¬ 
lour,  furnifhed  by  Dr.  P.  was  put 
on  it  by  Mr.  Anderfon.  . 

The  crucible  was  then  placed  in 
a  fire,  of  a  moderate  red  heat  by 
Dr.  P.  who  from  his  greater  faci¬ 
lity  in  managing  the  fire  from 
long  habit,  was  thought  moil 
eligible  to  conduct  the  experi¬ 
ment.  He  repeatedly  called  the 
attention  of  the  company  to  ob- 
ferve  the  ftages  of  the  procefs,  and 
to  remark  in  every  part  of  it  that 
any  voluntary  deception  on  his 
part  was  impoflible. 

In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
from  the  projedlion  of  the  powder, 
and  the  placing  of  the  crucible  in 
the  fire,  he  obferved  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  who  on  infpedtion  found  his 
obfervation  true,  that  the  mer¬ 
cury,  though  in  a  red  hot  crucible,, 
fbewed  no  figns  of  evaporation 9 
or  even  of  boiling  :  the  fire  was 
then  gradually  raifed,  with  at^ 
tendon  on  the  part  of  the  compa¬ 
ny,  and  repeated  calls  for  that 
attention  from  Dr,  P.  that  no  un¬ 
due 


NATURAL  HISTORY. 


Q[ 


due  addition  might  be  made  to  the 
matter  in  the  crucible  ;  in  a  ftrong 
glowin^  red,  or  rather  white- 
red,  a  fmall  dip  was  taken  on  the 
point  of  a  clean  iron  rod,  and  when 
cold,  the  fcoritf  fo  taken  being 
knocked  off,  were  (hewn  to  the 
company,  and  found  replete  with 
fmall  globules  of  a  whitifh  co¬ 
loured  metal,  which  Dr.  P.  cfb- 
ferved  to  them  could  not  be  mer¬ 
cury,  as  being  evidently  fixed  in 
that  ftrong  heat  ;  but  as  he  repre- 
fented  to  them  might  be  an  inter¬ 
mediate  fubftance  between  the  mer¬ 
cury  and  a  more  perfect  metal. 

A  fmall  quantity  of  borax 
(brought  by  Mr.  R.)  was  then  in- 
jetted  by  him,  and  the  fire  raifed, 
but  with  the  fame  precautions  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  P.  to  fubjett  every 
thing  to  the  minute  infpettion  of 
the  perfons  prefent  ;  and  after 
continuing  the  crucibles  in  a 
ftrong  red-white  heat  for  about  a 
quarter  ©f  an  hour,  it  was  care¬ 
fully  taken  out,  and  gradually 
cooled  ;  on  breaking  it,  a  globule 
of  yellow  metal  was  found  at  bot¬ 
tom,  and  in  the  fcorise  finaller 
Ones,  whieh,  colletted  and  placed 
in  an  accurate  balance  by  Mr. 
Ruflell,  were  found  to  weigh  fully 
ten  grairs.  This  metal  was  in 
the  pfeience  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  gentlemen  lealed  up  in  a 
phial,  impreffed  with  the  feal  of 
Mr.  Anderfon,  to  be  fubmitted  to 
future  Examination,  though  every 
one  prefent  was  peffuaded  that  the 
metal  was  gold. 

The  Teal  being  broke  the  next 
morning,  in  the  pretence  of  the 
former  company,  and  of  Captain 
Auften,  and  the  metal  hydrofta- 
tically  examined,  the  weight  of 
the  larger  globule  (the  others  be¬ 
ing  too  minute  for  this  mode  of 


examination)  was  found  to  be  in 
air  9  grains  and  a  quarter,  and  in 
diftilled  water  of  temp.  Fahren. 
50  plus,  it  loft  fomething  more 
than|  (but  not  quite  an  half)  of 
a  grain  ;  the  difference  was  not 
applicable,  as  no  fmaller  weight 
than  the  eighth  of  a  grain  was  at 
hand,  but  was  judged  by  ail  the 
company  to  be  nearly  interme¬ 
diate  ;  i-  e.  t73  at  half  a  grain 
the  ip.  gr.  would  be  rather  more 
than  18  :  1  ;  if  only  \  were  loft 
in  water,  the  fp.  gr.  would  exceed 
24  *  1 .  the  intermediate,  would 
be  21.4  nearly  •  but  as  the  lofs 
feemed  rather  more  than  the  in¬ 
termediate,  though  apparently  and 
decided  lefs  than  half  a  grain,  the 
fpecific  gravity  muft  have  been 
nearly  as  20  :  1 .  and  in  this  efti- 
mate  all  prefent  acquiefced. 

After  this  hydroftatical  exa¬ 
mination,  the  globule  was  flat¬ 
tened  by  percuffion  into  a  thin 
plate,  and  examined  by  Mr.  Ruf- 
fell,  in  the  manner  of  artifts  for 
commercial  purpofes  ;  on  finiihing 
his  fcrutiny,  he  declared  it  to  be 
as  good  gold  as  the  grain  gold  of 
the  refiners ,  and  that  he  would 
readily  purchafe  fuch  gold  as  that 
which  he  had  juft  examined  at  the 
hfgheft  price  demanded  for  the 
pareft  gold . 

The  plate  being  then  divided^ 
one  half  was  before  the  company 
lealed  up  by  Mr.  A.  to  be  fub¬ 
mitted  to  a  trial  of  its  purity, 
which  Dr.  P.  propofed,  requeuing 
his  friend  Dr.  Higgins,  of  Gieek- 
ftreet,  to  make  ;  the  remainder 
being  put  into  aq.  regia  of  nit. 
acid  and  fal.  ammon.  afforded  % 
folotion  diffidently  rich,  before 
the  company  feparated,  to  yield 
with  fol.  of  tin.  a  richly  coloured 
crircfon  precipitate. 

Capt. 
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Capt.  G.  was  accidentally  abfent 
when  the  precipitate  was  made, 
hut  faw  it  next  day.  In  about 
four  hours  the  portion  of  metal 
employed  was  completely  diffolved  ; 
and  the  next  morning,  before  Capt. 
and  Mr.  D.  Grofe,  and  Mr. 
Ruffed,  (Mr.  A.  being  prevented 
from  coming)  the  folation  being 
divided  into  three  portions, 
the  following  experiments  were 
made*. 

To  the  firffc  portion,  diluted 
with  water,  was  added  a  quantity 
of  cauftic  vol.  alk.  and  the  preci¬ 
pitate,  which  was  copious,  being 
fully  feparated  and  dried,  about  a 
grain  of  it,  placed  on  a  tin  plate, 
was  heated  and  found  to  explode 
fmartly.  This  experiment  was 
repeated  three  times. 

To  the  fecond  portion,  diluted, 
was  added  a  portion  of  fol.  of  tin, 
in  aq.  reg.  A  beautiful  crimfon 
coloured  precipitate  was  imme¬ 
diately  formed  in  confiderable 
quantity  ;  which,  when  dried,  was 
mixed  with  a  fufible  frit,  com- 
pofed  of  flint  powder*  and  the 
fluxes  proper  for  the  ruby  glafs  of 
caflius,  in  the  proportion  of  5 
grains  of  the  precipitate  to  Jij  of 
the  frit,  and  in  a  vitrifying  heat 
afforded  in  about  three  hours  a 
tranfparent  glafs,  which,  by  heat- 
ing  again,  affumed  an  elegant 
crimfon  colour  ;  and  the  remain¬ 
der  which  continued  in  the  fire 
aifo  acquired  a  bright  red  colour. 

The  third  portion  being  mixed 


with  vitriolic  ether,  imparted  to 
it  the  yellow  colour  given  to  this 
fluid  by  folutions  of  gold  ;  and  the 
ether  being  evaporated  in  a  /hal¬ 
low  veffel,  a  thin  purplrfh  pellicle 
adhered  to  the  fide,  lpotted  in  fe- 
veral  places  with  yellow. 

Dr.  Higgins  foon  after  receiv¬ 
ing  the  piece  of  metal,  favoured 
the  author  with  an  anfwer,  in 
which  he  notified  that  the  packet 
came  to  him  under  the  proper 
feal  : — That  he  was  well  fatisfied 
of  the  purity  of  the  gold  he  receiv¬ 
ed  ;  and  that  he  confidered  the 
author’s  experiments  as  exclufive- 
ly  fufficient  to  have  afeertaineef 
the  nature  and  purity  of  the  me¬ 
tal. 

Experiment  II. 

Made  at  Price’s  May  8 tb,  17 8Zp 
before  Sir,  Philip  Clarke,  Dr . 
Spence,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderfon, 
Capt.  Grofe,  Mr.  Ruffell,  and 
Mr.  D.  Grofe. 

PI  A  L  F  an  ounce  of  mercury, 
procured  from  one  Mr.  Cunning¬ 
ham,  an  apothecary  of  the  town, 
was  placed  on  a  flux  compofed  of 
an  ounce  of  powdered  charcoal, 
two  drachms  of  borax,  and  one 
fcruple  of  nitre,  and  on  it  when  a 
little  warmed  proje&ed  one  grain 
of  a  white  powder,  furnifhed  by 
Dr.  Price. 

After  the  crucible  had  acquired 
a  red  heat,  the  company  all  faw 
the  mercury  lying  quiet  at  the  bot- 


*  The  fmall  plate  falling  by  accident  on  a  globule  of  mercury  on  the  table 
readiiy  amalgamated  with  it  This  is  mentioned  in  confequence  of  an  obfer- 
vation  in  the  Critical  Review.  The  Smiris  Hifpanica  is  not  in  the  lead 
employed  in  the  preparation  injected  on  the  mercury. 

The  procefs  is  more  analogous  to  that  of  Dr.  Brandt,  referred  to  by  the 
ingenious  Reviewer  of  this  article,  in  his  very  candid  and  fatisfa&ory  Cri¬ 
tique. 


tom. 
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tom,  without  boiling  or  fmoaking 
in  the  leaft,  and  it  continued  in 
this  tranquil  (late  after  it  had 
gained  a  full  red  heat.  It  was 
continued  in  a  fire  gradually  aug¬ 
mented  to  a  white  heat,  near  three 
auarters  of  an  hour,  a  finaller  cru- 
cible  previoufly  infpefted ,  being  in¬ 
verted  on  it,  to  prevent  coals 
from  falling  in  :  and  the  cruci¬ 
ble  being  then  withdrawn  and 
cooled,  many  globules  of  white 
metal  were  found  diffufed  through 
the  whole  mafs  of  fcorise  ;  of  thefe 
globules  were  collected  to  the 
weight  of  ten  grains,  before  the 
company  feparated,  and  configned 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Ruflell,  who 
took  them  away  with  him. 

Part  of  the  remaining  globules 
being  afterwards  colledted,  by 
pounding  the  crucible,  and  wafhing 
over  the  powder,  the  whole  when 
melted  together  amounted  to  thir¬ 
teen  grains. 

Dr.  Price  remarked  on  this  pro- 
cefs,  that  having  taken  too  great 
a  quantity  of  charcoal,  the  glo¬ 
bules  were  thereby  difperfed  over 
the  whole  mafs,  and  the  powder 
having  been  fprinkled  againfl  the 
fides  of  the  crucible  had  not  pro¬ 
duced  its  greateft  effect.  '  And 
that  fome  of  the  mercury  which 
had  efcaped  its  action  mud  have 
been  volatilized  by  the  heat  ,•  and 
this  on  infpettion  of  the  covering 
crucible  was  found  to  be  true. 
The  experiment  was  therefore  the 
next  morning  repeated  in  prefence 
of  Mr.  Anderfon,  Capt.  and  En- 
fign  Grofs  and  Mr.  Ruflell. 

Experiment  III. 

The  remaining  half  ounce  pf 
mercury  was  employed  ;  the  char¬ 
coal  and  borax  both  taken  without 
fele&jpn  from  large  quantities  in 
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thp  laboratory,  were  powdered  by 
Mr.  Grofe,  and  the  mercury  placed 
in  the  crucible  as  in  the  former  ex¬ 
periment. 

Barely  half  a  grain  of  the  white 
powder,  weighed  out  by  Mr.  Ruf- 
fell,  was  projected  on  the  mercury, 
which  by  fome  accidental  delay 
had  begun  to  boil  in  the  crucible  ; 
but  on  the  application  of  the 
powder  the  ebullition  ceafed,  al¬ 
though  the  crucible  and  contained 
mercury  was  fubjected  to  a  much 
greater  heat  ;  and  it  continued 
without  boiling,  even  when  of  a 
red  heat.  The  crucible  was  gra¬ 
dually  heated  to  a  white  hear,  and 
when  cooled  and  broke,  there  was 
found  in  the  bottom  a  well  col¬ 
lected  bead  of  fine  white  metal, 
weighing  four  grains. 

Experiment  IV. 

On  the  fame  day,  and  the  fame 
perfons  being  prefent  3S  at  the 
preceding  experiment,  the  follow¬ 
ing  was  made  on  filver. 

Mr.  Ruflell  weighed  our  fixty 
grains  (one  drachm)  of  grain  fil¬ 
ver,  which  he  had  purchafed  of 
Meffrs.  Floyer  and  Co.  refiners  in 
Love- lane,  Wood-flreet,  Cheap- 
flde  :  this  quantity  was  placed  in 
a  finall  crucible  on  fome  of  the 
flux  made  as  above,  before  the 
company  •  and  on  the  filver,  when 
in  fufion,  was  projected  a  bare 
balfg  rain  of  the  red  powder,  ufed 
in  Experiment  I.  The  crucible 
was  then  replaced  in  the  fire,  and 
continued  there  for  about  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  an  hour  ;  a  piece  of  borax 
taken  at  a  venture,  out  of  a  jar 
containing  a  large  quantity,  was 
thrown  on  the  metal  by  Mr. 
Grofe. 

Dr.  Price  foon  after,  from  the 
appearance  of  the  flux  imagining 

the 
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the  crucible  tp  be  cracked  (by 
the  cold  and  moifiure  of  the  borax) 
took  it  out  of  the  fire,  and  finding 
that  what  he  fufpeCted  had  hap¬ 
pened,  did  not  replace  it;  when 
cool  it  was  broke,  and  the  button 
©f  metal  was  found  in  the  bottom, 
which,  when  weighed,  appeared 
pot  to  have  Iofl;  any  of  its  original 
weight,  fo  that  fortunately  only 
the  dux  had  tranfpded. 

Experiment  V. 

That  no  doubt  might  arife  from 
the  failure  of  the  crucible  in  the 
laft  experiment  a  fimilar  one  was 
made  in  the  prefence  of  the  fame 
perfons,  with  the  addition  of  J.  D, 

Garth waite,  of - ,  Efq;  who 

was  aifo  prelent  at  the  latter  part 
of  Experiment  IV. 

Thirty  grains  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  grain  filver  was  by  Mr. 
Rufell  weighed  out,  and  put  into 
a  frnail  Heffian  crucible  on  a  flux 
of  charcoal  and  borax  made  before 
the  company,  with  the  fame  pre¬ 
cautions  as  in  Experiment  I.  On 
the  filver,  when  fufed,  was  pro¬ 
jected  by  Mr.  Anderfon  a  bare 
half  grain  of  the  red  powder,  and 
f’bout  five  minutes  after,  fome 
glafs  of  borax  (to  avoid  the  moi  fi¬ 
gure  contained  ip  crude  borax) 
was  thrown  in  by  one  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  crucible  after  being 
kept  in  a  red-white  heat  for  about 
fifteen  minutes  was  taken  out,  and 
when  cold  broke  ;  at  the  bottom 
of  the  fcoriae  or  rather  flux,  which 
in  this  experiment  was  neatly  fuf¬ 
ed,  lay  the  button  of  metal,  which 
was  found  nearly ,  if  not  exadly,t  of 
its  original  weight. 

Jtwas  then  tried  by  Mr.  RufTell, 
in  the  artifts’  manner  •  as  was  aifo 
the  piece  of  metal  obtained  in 
Experiment  IV.  He  found  hath 


of  them  to  contain  gold  ;  the  lat¬ 
ter  in  larger  quantity,  as  might 
be  expected,  fiom  the  relative 
proportion  of  the  powder  and  fil¬ 
ver  in  the  two  experiments. 

Pr.  Price  aifo  examined  the 
metal  n  the  touc'  ftone  (bafaltes) 
and  t  xth  nitrous  acid  ;  when  all 
the  company  faw  the  mark  of 
gold  remaining,  while  a  mark 
made  by  a  piece  of  the  very  parcel 
of  grain  filver  frorp  which  the  por¬ 
tion  ufed  in  thefe  experiments  had 
been  taken,  and  placed  by  the  fidp 
of  the  mark  from  the  enriched 
filver,  totally  vani/hed  on  wetting 
it  with  gqua  fords. 

The  mark  from  tfie  pnfichcd 
filver  remained  (qf  a  yellow  co¬ 
lour)  after  repeated  affufions  of 
weak  and  Along  aqua  fortis.  So 
that  the  company  were  entirely 
convinced  that  gold  was  now  con¬ 
tained  in  the  fufed  filver. 

The  chemical  reader  will  pro¬ 
bably  anticipate  the  author’s  ob¬ 
servation  ; - that  of  the  known 

metallic  fpbftgnceg  gt  a  gold  co¬ 
lour,  fulphurated  tin,  could  not 
without  decoinpofition,  have  fuf- 
tained  the  heat  employed  in  thefe 
experiments  ;  and  that  copper,  or 
regulus  of  Nickel,  would  have 
been  difiolved  by  the  nitrous  acid, 
equally  with  the  filver.  The  re¬ 
mark  is  indeed  fcarce  neceflary  ; 
for  had  it  been  pofiihle  to  have 
fecretly  introduced  into  the  cruci¬ 
ble  any  of  thefe  metals,  (and  none 
of  the  company  would  for  a  mo¬ 
ment  tolerate  the  idea  of  fuch  an 
attempt  having  been  made)  the 
identity  of  weight  obferved  was 
fufficient  to  prove  that  nothing  but 
the  crimfon  powder  had  beeq 
added. 

After  the  pieces  of  metal  had 
been  thus  feparately  examined. 
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they  were  melted  together,  and 
when  cool  it  was  remarked  that 
the  fur  face  of  t^.culot  of  metal 
was  elegantly  radiated  with  alter¬ 
nate  dries  and  furrows  ;  an  ap¬ 
pearance  not  ufual  in  fufed  filver. 
Ten  grains  weier;  referved  hs,  Dr. 
Price,  for  his  own  examina  ; 
and  the  other  80,. grains  were  taken 
by  Mr.  RufTell,  to  be  affayed  in 
the  refiners’  manner. 

Dr.  Price  found  the  proportion 
of  gold  to  be  §-  of  the  whole  mafs.* 
Mr.  Ruffell  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  days  ca ufed  all  the  above- 
mentioned  gold,  filver,  and  mix¬ 
ture  of  gold  and  filver,  to  be  af¬ 
fayed  in  the  artids’  manner,  for 
the  refiners,  at  the  office  of  Meffrs. 
Pi  att  an  dD  ean,  aday-maders  near 
Cheapfide. 

They  affayed  each  portion  fepa- 
rately,  and  reported  the  gold  and 
filver  to  be  of  the  mod  compleat 
purity  •  and  the  enriched  filver  to 
contain'  gold  in  the  proportion  of 
one  eighth  of  the  joint  weight  : 
and  this  report  he  alfo  repeated 
before  the  fpedators  of  Experi¬ 
ment  VII.  on  May  2$. 

It  was  remarkable  that  both  the 
refiner  and  the  affay-m after  at  frjl 
affirmed  the  impoffibility  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  procefs  ;  and  preju¬ 
diced  by  received  opinions,  quef- 
tioned  the  purity  of  the  metals, 
though  they  owned  they  looked 
much  like  ordinary  gold.  The 
affay  removed  their  doubts  ;  and 
they  owned,  with  furprize,  that 
the  metals  were  entirely  pure,  and 
certified  their  purity  in  their  official 
Report. 

Experiment  VI. 

'  4  t  ;  .  i 

Made  May  15,  1782,  before  Sir 
Philip  Horton  Clarke,  the  Rev. 
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R.  Anderfbn,  C.apt.  Grofe,  Dr. 
Spence,  Mr.  D.  Grofe  and  Mr. 
Hallamby,  and  Jeveral  times  ie- 
peated  before  Mr.  Anderfon,  and 
Dr.  Spence. 

TWQ  ounces  of  Mercury  were, 
by  one  of  the  company,  taken  out 
of  a  cidern  in  the  laboratory,  con¬ 
taining  about  two  hundred  weight 
of  quickfilver  (for  experiments  on 
the  gaffes)  and  in  a  fmall  Wedge- 
wood’s-ware  mortar  rubbed  with 
a  drop  or  two  of  vit.  ether  :  on 
this  mercury,  which  was  very 
bright  and  remarkably  fluid,  barely 
a  grain  of  the  white  powder  was 
put,  and  afterwards  rubbed  up  with 
it  for  about  three  minutes. 

On  pouring  the  mercury  out  of 
the  mortar,  it  was  obferved  to 
have  become  blackifli  and  to  pour 
fluggiflily  ;  alter  (landing  ten  mi¬ 
nutes,  on  being  poured  out  pf  the 
yeffel  in  which  it  had  flood,  ?L 
v.  as  found  confiderably  lefs  fluid 
than  before  ;  and  in  a  quarter  of 
an  hour’s  time  fo  increased  in  fpif- 
fitude  as  hardly  to  pour  at  all  ; 
but  feemed  fqll  of  lumps.  Being 
now  drained  through  a  doth,  a 
fubflance  like  an  amalgam,  of  a 
pretty  folid  confidence,  remained 
behind  ;  the  unfixed  mercpry  be¬ 
ing  expelled  from  this  mafs,  by 
placing  it  on  a  charcoal  vand  di- 
reding  the  flame  of  a  lamp  on  it 
with  a  blow-pipe,  a  bead  of  fine 
white  metal  remained  fixed  in  a 
drong  red  heat  j  which  by  every 
fubfeauent  trial  appeared  to  be 
filver  •  the  weight  of  the  bead  thus 
collected,  weighed  and  examined 
before  the  company  feparated,  was 
?8  grains;  but  much  remaining 
in  the  drained  mercury,  this  was 
afterwards  feparatjed,  and  weighed 
1  i  grains  •  the'  whole  obtained 
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whole)  after  having  the  mercury 


was  therefore  29  grains,  or  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  powder  as  28  :  1. 

Five  drachms  of  mercury,  taken 
out  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
above  two  ounces,  were  rubbed 
up  with  vit.  ether,  and  afterwards 
with  barely  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
of  the  red  powder  ;  a  mafs  like  an 
amalgam  being  obtained  by  {fram¬ 
ing  it  after  it  had  flood  about  a 
quatter  of  an  hour,  and  the  mer¬ 
cury  driven  off  before  the  blow¬ 
pipe,  as  in  the  former  experi¬ 
ment,  a  bead  of  yellow  metal  re¬ 
mained,  weighing  4  grains  ;  and 
after  ftanding  fome  time  longer, 
gr.  2.  and  \  more  were  obtained, 
both  which  refilled  aqua  fortis  on 
the  touch-ftone  ;  and  a  final! 
quantity  being  difiolved  in  aqua 
regia,  a  purple  precipitate  was 
produced  from  the  fob  by  the  fol. 
of  tin,  and  a  brownifh  one  by  fob 
ferri  vitriolati,  bergm,  (green  vit¬ 
riol  or  copperas)  ;  in  this  expe¬ 
riment  therefore  the  quantity  of 
gold  was  to  the  powder  employed, 
as  24  ;  1,  exclufive  of  the  weight 
of  the  powder. 

The  former  part  of  this  experi¬ 
ment  was  repeated  on  Saturday  the 
1 8th  day  of  May,  before  the  Rev, 
Mr.  Manning,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ful¬ 
ham,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Anderfon, 
the  Rev.  MR  Robinfon,  and  Dr. 
Spence. 

Two  ounces  of  mercury,  treat¬ 
ed  as  before  mentioned,  (after  ex¬ 
hibiting  phenomena  fnnilar  to 
thofe  above  related)  afforded  a 
mafs,  one  half  of  which  only  (to 
avoid  the  noxious  fumes  of  the 


expelled  from  it  by  a  white  heat 
below  the  blow-pipe,  yielded  up¬ 
wards  of  twelve  grains  of  a  white 
metal,  that  in  every  trial  to  which 
it  was  fubmitted,  appeared  to  be 
filver. 

The  product  *  therefore  includ¬ 
ing  the  filver  contained  in  the 
drained  mercury  would  have  been 
nearly  as  28  :  1  ;  as  in  the  former 
experiment. 

A  frnall  portion  (about  jij)  of 
the  above  mercury  being  put  into 
another  veffel,  and  about  the  fixth 
of  a  grain  of  the  red  powder  put 
on  it,  the  mercury,  after  being 
ground  up  with  it,  and  ftanding 
fome  time,  was  drained  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  the  fcnall  mafs  fo  ob¬ 
tained,  placed  before  the  blow¬ 
pipe.  It  yielded  fomething  more 
than  a  grain  of  metal,  which  ex¬ 
amined  by  nit.  acid  on  the  Touch- 
ftone,  evidently  contained  gold  ; 
as  was  apparent  to  the  company 
before  their  leaving  the  laboratory. 
It  was  intended  to  have  been  fub¬ 
mitted  to  other  trials,  but  from 
its  minutenefs  and  form,  was  ac¬ 
cidentally  ioft. 

Ex  PE  R  IMEKT  VII. 

Made  on  Saturday  May  25/Z’,  1782, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Lor ds  Onflow, 
King  and  Palmer  ft  on,  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Barker,  Sir  Philip  H. 
Clarke,  Barts.  the  Rev.  O. 
Manning,  G.  Pollen,  B.  An¬ 
derfon,  J.  Anderfon,  Clerks  • 
Dr.  Spence,  Win.  Mann  God- 


*  The  author,  by  the  words  product ,  produced ,  and  the  like,  here  and  in 
other  places,  means  only  to  exprefs  that  a  quantity  of  precious  metal  was  really 
obtained  ;  and  neither  to  affirm  or  deny  any  fpecu’afive  opinions  relative  to 
the  mode  of  a<ftion  of  the  matter  projected  on  the  mercury,  or  concerning  the 
manner  in  which  the  precious  metal  is  contained  in  mercury. 
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fob  all,  Wm.  Smith,  W.  God- 
lchall,  fiun.  Efiqrs.— MeJJtrs  Gre¬ 
gory  and  Ruifell. 

yj  mercury  were  taken  from 
the  cittern  formerly  mentioned, 
♦and  in  a  ttmilar  manner,  and  rub¬ 
bed  up  with  a  few  drops  of  vit. 
ether,  in  a  fmail  mortar,  as  in 
Experiment  VI. 

A  bare  grain  of  the  white  pow¬ 
der  was  projefted,  and  afterwards 
rubbed  up  with  it.  The  mercury, 
which  before  the  addition  of  the 
powder  had  been  very  bright  and 
fluid,  was  now  perceived  by  the 
company  to  be  dull,  and  run  hea¬ 
vily  ;  it  was  poured  out  into  a 
fmail  glafs  veffel,  and  after  Hand¬ 
ing  for  about  45  minutes  was  put 
into  a  cloth  to  be  drained.  It  now 
poured  fo  ttuggifhly  that  the  latter 
portions  of  it  feemed  in  a  ftate 
intermediate,  between  fluidity  and 
folidity,  or  to  ufe  a  term  lefs 
foientiflc,  but,  like  many  other 
vulgar  ones,  very  defcriptive, 
poured  grouty. 

Great  part  of  the  fuperfluous 
mercury  being  ftrained  off,  a  mafs 
fimilar  to  an  amalgam  was  left  in 
the  cloth  ;  and  the  remaining 
mercury  which  could  not  be  pref- 
fed  out,  being  driven  off  by  fire 
from  a  portion  (about  a  fourth) 
of  the  whole  mafs,  a  globule  of 
white  metal,  which  had  all  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  filver,  remained,  and 
was  kept  in  a  white  heat  for  about 
two  minutes,  before  the  blow¬ 
pipe. 

On  the  fame  day  and  before  the 
fame  refpedtable  company  : — half 
an  ounce  of  mercury  revified  from 
cinnabar,  brought  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Anderfon,  was  by  him  placed 
in  a  fmail  round  Englifli  crucible, 
taken  from  among  a  number  of 
Yol.  XXV. 
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others  in  the  laboratory,  by  Lord 
Palmerfton,  on  a  flux  compofed 
of  a  fmail  piece  of  charcoal  and 
a  piece  of  borax,  both  taken  ca- 
iually  by  fome  of  the  company 
from  large  quantities,  and  pounded 
in  a  mortar  previoufly  infpebted  by 
thofe  prefent. 

This  flux  being  prefled  down  in 
the  crucible  with  a  fmail  peftle, 
alfo  examined,  the  mercury  was 
poured  into  the  depreflion,  by  one 
of  the  fpedlators,  and  on  it  half  a 
grain,  ^bare  weight,  of  the  red 
powder,  was  put  by  Lord  Palmer- 
lion.  The  crucible  being  then 
covered  with  a  lid  taken  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  crucible  from 
among  many  others,  and  fhewn 
round  to  the  company,  was  placed 
in  the  lurface  furrounded  by  lighted 
charcoal. 

One  or  more  of  the  company, 
particularly  the  Lords  King  and 
Palmerfton,  were  during  the  whole 
time  of  the  experiment  clofe  to 
the  furnace  and  operator  ;  and  as 
requelted  by  him  gave  the  clofeft 
attention  to  every  part  of  the  pro- 
cefs. 

When  the  crucible  had  acquir¬ 
ed  a  full  red  heat,  the  cover  was 
removed,  and  feveral  of  the  com¬ 
pany  faw  the  mercury  in  a  tranquil 
ftate,  neither  evaporating  nor  boil¬ 
ing  ;  in  which  ftate  it  continued 
even  when  the  mercury  itfelf  was 
completely  ignited. 

The  cover  being  replaced,  the 
fire  was  gradually  raifed  to  a  white 
heat  ;  the  crucible  being  conti¬ 
nued  in  this  heat  for  thirty  mi¬ 
nutes,  was  taken  out,  cooled,  and 
broke. 

A  globule  of  metal  was  found 
at  bottom,  neatly  fufed,  and  ex - 
attly  fitting  the  concavity  of  the 
divided  fcorice.  This  globule  fell 
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out  by  the  blow,  among  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  crucible,  and  was 
taken  up  and  {hewn  round  to  the 
company  by  Lord  Palmerfton,  and 
in  their  prefence  replaced  in  the 
hollow  of  the  vitrified  borax,  to 
which  it  was  accurately  adapted. 

Many  other  globules  were  dif- 
fufed  through  the  fcorise  attached 
to  the  fides  of  the  crucible,  frag¬ 
ments  of  which  were  diftributed 
among  the  company  at  their  re- 
queft. 

The  bead  which  lay  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  weighed  about  ten  grains, 
and  was  taken  away,  together  with 
the  fiber,  by  Mr.  Godfchall  ;  and 
by  him  afterwards  traniinitted  to 
Lord  Palmerfton,  to  be  fubmitted 
to  proper  examination. 

Mr.  Godfehali  returned  the 
geld,  with  the  affiay- mailer’s  re¬ 
port  on  it  and  on  the  liLver. 

The  aiTay-mafter,  whom  Mr. 
G.  for  greater  certainty  on  this 
oceafton  had  the  precaution  to 
have  recommended  by  the  clerk  of 
the  goldfmith’s  company,  reported 
both  the  gold  and  fiber  to  be  per¬ 
fectly  pure. 

Dr.  Price,  though  acquainted 
with  the  characters  employed  by 
aftay-mafters  in  making  their  re¬ 
ports  (which  are  peculiar  to  them) 
unwilling  to  rely  entirely  on  his 
own  knowledge,  and  being  defi- 
rous  to  offer  collateral  evidence  to 
the  public,  {hewed  the  gold  and 
the  report  to  Mr.  Lock,  an  ex¬ 
perienced  goldfmith  of  Oxford, 
without  informing  him  of  any  of 
the  above  particulars. 


Mr.  Lock  -affirmed  the  metal  to 
be  by  the  report  pure  gold  ;  which 
he  added,  was  confirmed  by  its 
appearance ;  and  that  it  confe- 
quently  was  fuperior  to  gold  of  the 
Rnglifh  jlandard. 

Two  experiments,  fimilar  to 
thofc  made  on  Saturday  May  25th, 
were  repeated  on  a  larger  fcale, 
before  fome  of  the  above  company 
on  the  Tuefday  following  ;  with 
the  fame  attention  on  their  part, 
and  more  on  that  of  the  author  to 
the  regulation  of  the  fire,  which 
he  obferved  to  them,  being  now 
lefs  engaged,  and  his  attention 
not  divided,  he  could  employ  to 
produce  a  much  greater  efreCt. 

By  twelve  grains  of  the  white 
powder  were  obtained  from  thirty 
ounces  of  mercury  upwards  of  an 
ounce  and  a  quarter,  or  fix  hun¬ 
dred  grains  of  fixed  white  metal*  ; 
or  in  the  proportion  of  50:  1. — - 
And  two  grains  of  the  red  powder, 
produced  from  one  ounce  of  mer¬ 
cury,  two  drachms,  or  12©  grains, 
of  fixed  and  tinged  *  metal  •  i.  e. 
fixty  times  its  own  weight. 

Thefe  laft  portions  of  gold  and 
fiber,  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  former  experiment, 
have  had  the  honour  of  being  fub- 
niitted  to  the  infpe&ion  of  his  rna» 
jefty  |  who  was  plealed  to  exprels 
his  approbation, 

This  honour  may  be  mention¬ 
ed  with  the  lefs  impropriety,  as  it 
is  conferred  by  a  fovereign  equally 
revered  for  his  patronage  of  feience 
and  beloved  for  his  amiable  conde- 
feenfion. 


^  The  word  $  fixed  and  tinged  are  not  ufed  in  conformity  to  an-y  theoretical 
notions,  but  merely  to  denote  the  obvious  properties  of  the  metals  obtain¬ 
ed  ;  ami  to  avoid  calling  them  gold  and  fiber  without  the  authority  of  an 
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Some  Account  of  the  Snakes  of  North 
America  ;  and  of  the  Humming 
Bird ;  from  the  Letters  by  J  Hec¬ 
tor  St.  John,  an  American  Far¬ 
mer. 

WH  Y  would  you  prefcribe 
this  talk  ;  you  know  that 
what  we  take  up  ourfelves  feems 
always  lighter  than  what  is  im- 
pofed  on  us  by  others.  You  infill; 
on  my  paying  fometkjng  about 
our  fnakes  ;  and  in  relating  what 
I  know  concerning  them,  were  it 
not  for  two  fingularities,  the  one 
of  which  1  faw,  and  the  other  I 
received  from  an  eye-witnefs,  I 
iliould  have  but  very  little  to  ob- 
ferve.  The  fouthern  provinces 
are  the  countries  where  nature  has 
formed  the  greated  variety  of  alli¬ 
gators,  fnakes,  ferpents  ;  and 
fcorpions,  from  the  fmalled  fize, 
up  to  the  pine  barren ,  the  larged 
fpecies  known  here.  We  have 
but  two,  whofe  dings  are  mortal, 
which  deferve  to  be  mentioned  ; 
as  for  the  black  one,  it  is  remark¬ 
able  for  nothing  but  its  indudry, 
agility,  beauty,  and  the  art  of  in- 
ticing  birds  by  the  power  of  its 
eyes.  I  admire  it  much,  and  ne¬ 
ver  kill  it,  though  its  formidable 
length  and  appearance  otten  get 
the  better  of  the  philofophy  of 
fome  people,  particularly  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans.  The  mod  dangerous 
one  is  the  pilot ,  or  copperhead  ;  for 
the  poifon  of  which  no  remedy 
has  yet  been  difcovered.  It  bears 
the  fird  name,  becaufe  it  always 
precedes  the  rattle-fnake  ;  that  is, 
quits  its  date  of  torpidity  in  the 
Ipring  a  week  before  the  other. 
It  bears  the  fecond  name  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  head  being  adorned 
with  many  copper-coloured  fpots. 
3t  lurks  in  rocks  near  the  water, 
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and  is  extremely  a  Clive  and  dan¬ 
gerous.  Let  man  beware  of  it! 
I  have  heard  only  of  one  perfan 
who  was  llung  by  a  copperhead  in 
this  country.  The  poor  wretch 
ir.dantly  f.velled  in  a  mod  dread¬ 
ful  manner  •  a  multitude  of  fpots 
of  different  hues  alternately  ap¬ 
peared  and  van idaed,  on  different 
parts  of  his  body,*  his  eyes  were 
filled  with  madnels  and  rage,  he 
cad  them  an  all  preient  with  the 
mod  vindictive  looks  $  he  thrud 
out  his  tongue  as  the  fnakes  do  ; 
he  biffed  through  his  teeth  with 
inconceivable  drength ,  and  be¬ 
came  an  object  of  terror  to  all  bye- 
danders.  To  the  liyidnels  of  a 
corpfe  he  united  the  defperate 
force  of  a  maniac  -  they  hardly 
were  able  to  faden  him,  fo  as  to 
guard  thenffelves  from  his  attacks  ; 
when  in  the  fpace  of  two  hours 
death  relieved  the  poor  wretch 
from  his  druggies,  and  the  fpe  (Sta¬ 
tors  from  their  apprehenfions. 
The  poifon  of  the  rattle-fnake  is 
not  mortal  in  fo  fiiort  a  fpace,  and 
hence  there  is  more  time  to  pro¬ 
cure  relief  •  we  are  acquainted 
with  feverai  antidotes  with  which 
almod  every  family  is  provided. 
They  are  extremely  inactive,  and 
if  not  touched,  are  perfectly  in- 
offenfiv-e.  I  once  faw,  as  I  was 
travelling,  a  great  cliff  which  was 
full  of  them  »  I  handled  feverai, 
and  they  appeared  to  be  dead  $ 
they  were  all  entwined  together, 
and  thus  they  remain  until  the 
return  of  the  fun.  I  found  them 
put,  by  following  the  track  of 
fome  wild  hogs  which  had  fed  on 
them  ;  and  even  the  Indians  often 
regale  on  them.  When  they  find 
them  afleep,  they  put  a  final! 
foi  ked  dick  over  their  necks,  which 
thev  keep  iromoveably  fixed  on 
H  7,  the 
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the  ground  ;  giving  the  fnake  a 
piece  of  leather  to  bite  ;  and  this 
they  pull  back  feveral  times  with 
great  force,  until  they  obferve 
their  two  poifonous  fangs  torne 
out.  Then  they  cut  off  the  head, 
fkin  the  body,  and  cook  it  as  we 
do  eels  ;  and  their  flefh  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fweet  and  white.  I  once 
law  a  tamed  one ,  as  gentle  as  you 
can  poffibly  conceive  a  reptile  to 
be  ;  it  took  to  the  water  and  fwara 
whenever  it  pleafed  ;  and  when 
the  boys  to  whom  it  belonged  call¬ 
ed  it  back,  their  fummons  was 
readily  obeyed.  It  had  been  de¬ 
prived  of  its  fangs  by  the  preced¬ 
ing  method  ;  they  often  flroked  it 
with  a  foft  bruih,  and  this  fric¬ 
tion  feemed  to  caufe  the  mod 
pleading  fenfations,  for  it  would 
turn  on  its  back  to  enjoy  it,  as  a 
cat  does  before  the  fire.  One  of 
this  fpecies  was  the  caufe,  feme 
years  ago,  of  a  mod  deplorable 
accident,  which  I  fhall  relate  to 
you,  as  I  had  it  from  the  widow 
and  mother  of  the  victims.  A 
Dutch  farmer  of  the  Minifink 
went  to  mowing,  with  his  negroes-, 
in  his  boots,  a  precaution  ufed  to 
prevent  being  flung.  Inadver¬ 
tently  he  trod  on  a  fnake,  which 
immediately  flew  at  his  legs  ;  and 
as  it  drew  back  in  order  to  renew 
its  blow,  one  of  his  negroes  cut 
it  in  two  with  his  fcythe.  They 
profecuted  their  work,  and  return¬ 
ed  home  •  at  night  the  farmer 
pulled  off  his  boots  and  went  to 
bed,  and  was  foon  after  attacked 
with  a  ftrange  frcknefs  at  his  ilo* 
mach  •  he  fwelied,  and  before  a 
phyiician  could  be  fent  for,  died. 
The  fudden  death  of  this  man  did 
not  caufe  much  "enquiry  j  the 
neighbourhood  wondered,  as  is 
idual  in  luch  cafes,  and  without 


any  further  examination  the  corplV 
was  buried.  A  few  days  after,  the 
fon  put  on  his  father’s  boots,  and: 
went  to  the  meadow  ;  at  night  he 
pulled  them  off,  went  to  bed,  and 
was  attacked  with  the  fame  fymp- 
toms  about  the  fame  time,  and 
died  in  the  morning.  A  little 
before  he  expired  the  doftor  came, 
but  was  not  able  to  affign  what 
could  be  the  caufe  of  fo  fingular 
a  diforder  ;  however,  rather  than 
appear  wholly  at  a.iofs  before  the 
country  people,  he  pronounced 
both  father  and  fon  to  have  been 
bewitched.  Some  weeks  after, 
the  widow  fold  all  the  moveables 
for  the  benefit  of  the  younger  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and-  the  farm  was  leafed 
One  of  the  neighbours,  who 
bought  the  boots,  prefently  put 
them  on,  and  was  attacked  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  other  two 
had  been  •  but  this  man’s  wife 
being  alarmed  by  what  had  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  former  family,  dif- 
pateked  one  of  her  negroes,  for 
an  eminent  phyftcian,  who  fortu¬ 
nately  having  heard  fomething  of 
the  dreadful  affair,  gueffed  at  the 
caufe,  applied  oil,  &c.  and  reco¬ 
vered  the  man.  The  boots  which 
had  been  fo- fatal,  were  then  care¬ 
fully  examined  ;  and  he  found 
that  the  two  fangs  of  the  fnake 
had  been  left  in  the  leather,  after 
being  wrenched  out  of  their  feck- 
ets  by  the  ftrength  with  which  the 
fnake  had  drawn  back  its  head'. 
The  bladders  which  contained 
the  poifen,  and  feveral  of  the 
fmall  nerves  were  flill  frefh,  and 
adhered  to  the  boot.  The  unfor¬ 
tunate  father  and  fen  had  been 
poifoned  by  pulling  off  thefe 
boots,  in  which  a&ion  they  im¬ 
perceptibly  fcratched  their  legs 
with  the  points  of  the  fangs;, 
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through  the  hollow  of  which,  fome 
of  this  attonifiung  poifon  was  con¬ 
veyed.  You  have  no  doubt  heard 
©f  their  rattles,  if  you  have  not 
feen  them  j  the  only  obfervation 
I  wifh  to  make  is,  that  the  rat¬ 
tling  is  loud  and  dittind  when 
they  are  angry  ;  and  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  when  pleafed,  it  founds 
like  a  diftant  trepidation,  in  which 
nothing  dittind  is  heard.  In  the 
thick  fettlements,  they  are  now 
become  very  fcarce  ;  for  where- 
ever  they  are  met  with,  open  war 
is  declared  agaiitft  them  ;  io  that 
in  a  few  years  there  will  be  none 
left  but  on  our  mountains.  The 
black  fnake,  on  the  contrary,  al¬ 
ways  diverts  me,  becaufe  it  excites 
no  idea  of  danger.  Their  fwift- 
nefs  is  aftonifhing  ,  they  will  fome- 
times  equal  that  of  an  horfe  ;  at 
other  times  they  will  climb  up 
trees  in  queft  of  crur  tree  toads  ; 
or  glide  on  the  ground  =aft  full 
length.  On  fome  occafions  they 
prelent  themfelves  half  in  the  rep¬ 
tile  Hate,  half  ered  ;  their  eyes 
and  their  heads  in  the  ered  poi- 
ture,  appear  to  great  advantage  • 
the  former  difplay  a  fire  which  I 
have  admired,  and  it  is  by  thefe 
they  are  enabled  to  fafcinate  birds 
and  fquirrels.  When  they  have 
fixed  their  eyes  on  an  animal, 
they  become  immoveable  ;  only 
turning  their  head  fome  times  to 
the  right  and  fometimes  to  the 
left,  but  ft  ill  with  their  fight  in¬ 
variably  directed  to  the  object. 
The  diftraded  vidim,  inttead  of 
flying  its  enemy,  feems  to  be  ar¬ 
retted  by  fome  invincible  power  ; 
it  fcreams  ;  now  approaches,  and 
then  recedes  ;  and  after  fkipping 
about  with  unaccountable  agita¬ 
tion,  finally  ruttics  into  the  jaws 
of  the  fnake,  and  is  (wallowed. 


as  foon  as  it  is  covered  with  a  flimc 
of  glue  to  make  it  Hide  eafily  down 
the  throat  of  the  devourer. 

One  anecdote  i  mutt  relate,  the 
circumttances  of  which  are  as  true 
as  they  are  lingular.  One  of  my 
conftant  walks,  when  I  am  at  lei  - 
fure,  is  in  my  lowlands,  where  f 
have  the  plealiire  of  feeing  my 
cattle,  horfes,  and  coirs.  Exu¬ 
berant  grafs  repleni flies  all  my 
fields,  the  bett  reprefentative  of 
our  wealth  ;  in  the  middle  of  that 
track  I  have  cut  a  ditch  eight 
feet  wide,  the  ban'ks  of  which  na¬ 
ture  adorns  every  fpring  with  the 
wild  falendine,  and  other  flower¬ 
ing  weeds,  which  on  thefe  lux¬ 
uriant  grounds  flioot  up  to  a  great 
height.  Over  this  ditch  I  have 
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ereded  a  bridge,  capable  of  bear¬ 
ing  a  loaded  waggon  ;  on  each 
fide  I  carefully  fow  every  year, 
fome  grains  of  hemp,  which  rife 
to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet,  fo 
ftrong  and  lo  full  of  limbs  as  to 
refembie  young  trees::  i  once  af- 
cended  one  of  them  four  feet  a- 
bove  the  ground.  Thefe  produce 
natural  arbours,  tendered  often 
ft  i'll  more  compact  bylhe  aftiftance 
of  an  annual  creeping  plant  which 
we  call  a  vine,  that  never  falls  to 
entwine  itfelf  among  the  branches, 
and  always  produces  a  very  de¬ 
finable  fhade.  From  this  Ample 
grove  I  have  amufed  myfelf  an 
hundred  times  in  obferving  the 
great  number  of  humming  birds 
with  which  our  country  abounds  ; 
the  wild  blofio ms  every  where  at¬ 
tract  the  attention  of  thefe  birds, 
which  like  bees  fubfift  by  fudion. 
From  this  retreat  I  diflindly 
watch  them  in  all  their  various  at¬ 
titudes  ;  but  their  flight  is  fo  ra¬ 
pid,  that  you  cannot  diftinguifli 
the  motion  of  their  wings.  On 
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this  little  bird  nature  has  profuse¬ 
ly  lavifhed  her  moft  fplendid  co¬ 
lours  ;  the  mod  perfect  azure,  the 
mod  beautiful  gold,  the  mod  daz¬ 
zling  red,  are  for  ever  in  contrail, 
and  help  to  embellifh  the  plumes 
of  his  inajeftic  head.  The  richeft 
pallet  of  the  mod  luxuriant  pain¬ 
ter,  could  never  invent  any  thing 
to  be  compared  to  the  variegated 
tints,  with  which  this  infedl  bird 
is  arrayed.  Its  bill  is  as  long  and’ 
as  fharp  as  a  coarfe  fewing  needlej 
like  the  bee,  nature  has  taught  it 
to  find  out  in  the  calix  of  flowers 
and  bloffoms,  thofe  mellifluous 
particles  that  ferve  it  for  diffident 
food ;  and  yet  it  feems  to  leave 
them  untouched,  undeprived  of 
any  thing  that  our  eyes  can  pofii- 
biy  diftinguilh.  When  it  feeds, 
it  appears  as  if  immoveable,  tho’ 
continually  on  the  wing  •  and 
Sometimes,  from  what  motives  I 
know  not,  it  will  tear  and  lace¬ 
rate  flowers  into  a  hundred  pieces  • 
for,  Arange  to  tell,  they  are  the 
moft  irafcible  of  the  feathered 
tribe.  Where  do  paftions  find 
room  in  fin  diminutive  a  body  ? 
They  often  fight  with  the  fury  of 
lions,  until  one  of  the  combatants 
fall  a  facrifice  and  dies.  When 
fatigued,  it  has  often  perched 
within  a  few  feet  of  me,  and  on 
fuch  favourable  opportunities  I 
have  furveyed  It  with  the  moft 
minute  attention.  Its  little  eyes 
appear  like  diamonds,  reflecting 
light  on  every  fide  ;  moft  elegant¬ 
ly  fmifhed  in  all  parts,  it  is  a  mi¬ 
niature  work  of  our  great  parent, 
who  feems  to  have  formed  it  the 
fmalleft,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
moft  beautiful  of  the  winged  fpe- 
cies. 

As  I  was  one  day  Anting  folitary 
and  penfive  in  my  primitive  ar- 
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hour,  my  attention  was  engaged 
by  a  drange  fort  of  rudling  noife 
at  fome  paces  didance,  I  looked 
all  around  without  diilinguidiing 
any  thing,  until  I  climbed  one  of 
my  great  hemp  dalks  ;  when,  to 
my  adonifhment,  I  beheld  two 
fnakes  of  confiderable  length,  the 
one  purfuing  the  other  with  great 
celerity  through  a  hemp  dubble 
field.  The  aggredbr  was  of  the 
black  kind,  fix  feet  long  ;  the  fu¬ 
gitive  was  a  water-fnake,  nearly 
of  equal  dimenfions.  They  foon 
met,  and  in  the  fury  of  their  fird 
encounter,  they  appeared  in  an 
inftant  firmly  twided  together  ; 
and  whild  their  united  tails  bear 
the  ground,  they  mutually  tried 
with  open  jaws  to  lacerate  each 
other.  What  a  fell  afpedt  did 
they  prefent  !  their  heads  were 
compseffed  to  a  very  fmall  fi ze, 
their  eyes  flafhed  fire  j  and  after 
this  conflict  had  laded  about  five 
minutes,  the  fecond  found  means 
to  difengage  itfe’if  from  the  fird, 
and  hurried  towards  the  ditch.  Its 
antagonift  indantly  adumed  a  new 
pofture,  and  half  creeping  and 
half  erect,  with  a  majeftic  mein, 
overtook  and  attacked  the  other 
again,  which  placed  itfelf  in  the 
fame  attitude,  and  prepared  to 
refid.  The  feene  was  uncommon 
and  beautiful  ;  for  thus  oppefed 
they  fought  with  their  jaws,  bit¬ 
ing  each  other  with  the  utmod 
rage  $  but  notwithstanding  this 
appearance  of  mutual  courage  and 
fury,  the  water  fnake  dill  feemed 
defirous  of  retreating  toward  the 
ditch,  its  natural  element.  This 
was  no  fooner  perceived  by  the 
keen-eyed  black  one,  than  twill¬ 
ing  its  tail  twice  round  a  daik  of 
hemp,  and  feizing  its  adverfary 
by  the  throat,  not  by  means  of 
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its  jaws,  but  by  twifting  its  own 
neck  twice  round  that  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  fnake,  pulled  it  back  from  the 
'ditch.  To  prevent  a  defeat  the 
-latter  took  hold  likewife  of  a  ftalk 
on  the  bank,  and  by  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  that  point  of  refiftance 
became  a  match  for  its  fierce  an- 
targonift.  Strange  was  this  to  be¬ 
hold  ;  two  great  fnakes  ftrongLy 
adhering  to  the  ground  mutually 
faftened  together  by  means  of  the 
writhings  which  lafhed  them  to 
each  other,  and  ftretched  at  their 
full  length,  they  pulled,  but  pulled 
in  vain  ;  and  in  the  moments  of 
greateft  exertions  that  part  of  their 
bodies  which  was  entwined,  feem- 
ed  extremely  final  1,  while  the  reft 
appeared  inflated,  and  now  and 
then  convulfed  with  ftrong  undu¬ 
lations,  rapidly  following  each 
other.  Their  eyes  feemed  on  fire, 
and  ready  to  ftart  out  of  their 
beads  ;  at  one  time  the  conflict 
feemed  decided  ;  the  water-fnake 
bent  itfelf  into  two  great  folds, 
and  by  that  operation  rendered 
the  other  more  than  commonly 
oat-ftretched  ;  the  next  minute 
the  new  ftruggles  of  the  black  one 
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gained  an  unexpected  fuperiority, 
it  acquired  two  great  folds  like¬ 
wife,  which  neceffarily  extended 
the  body  of  its  adverfary  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  it  had  contracted  its 
own.  Thefe  efforts  were  alter¬ 
nate  $  victory  feemed  doubtful, 
.inclining  fometimes  to  the  one 
fide  and  ‘fometimes  to  the  other  • 
until  at  laft  the  (talk  to  which  the 
black  fnake  faftened,  fuddenly 
gave  way,  and  in  conlequence  of 
this  accident  they  both  plunged 
into  the  ditch.  The  water  did 
not  exlinguifh  their  vindictive 
rage  ;  for  by  their  agitations  I 
could  trace,  though  not  diflin- 
guifh  their  mutual  attacks.  They 
loon  Te-appeared  on  the  furface 
twifted  together,  as  in  their  firft 
onfet  ;  but  the  black  fnake  feemed 
to  retain  its  wonted  fuperiority, 
for  its  head  was  exactly  fixed  above 
that  ef  the  other,  which  it  incef- 
fantly  prefted  down  under  the  wa¬ 
ter,  until  it  was  ftified*  and  funk. 
The  victor  no  fooner  perceived  its 
enemy  incapable  of  farther  refift- 
ance,  than  abandoning  it  to  the 
current,  it  returned  on  fliore  and 
difappeared. 
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Some  Account  of  the  Chymicai  and 
Pharmaceutical  Hifto'ry  of  the 
Red  Peruvian  Bark,  in  order  to 
Jhew  its  Efficacy  as  a  Part  of  the 
Materia  Medica  to  he  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  common  Bark  j  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Obfervations  on  the 
fuperior  Efficacy  of  the  Red  Pe¬ 
ruvian  Bark,  &c.  by  William 
Saunders,  M.  D.  &c.  &c. 

Experiment  I. 

r'JP  O  an  ounce  of  red  bark,  re- 
ii.  duced  to  a  fine  powder, 
were  added  fixteen  ounces  of  di» 
f tilled  water  $  and  after  remaining 
together  twenty  four  hours  in  a 
f  lorence  flafk,  the  liquid  was  care¬ 
fully  filtered,  i  he  lame  experi¬ 
ment  was  made  with  the  Peruvian 
bark  commonly  in  ufe. 

The  colour  of  the  two  infufions 
was  very  different,  that  made  with 
the  red  bark  being  much  deeper. 
I  he  tafte  and  flavour  of  the  infu- 
fion  of  the  red  bark  were  confi- 
derably  more  powerful  than  of  the 
other.  In  the  opinion  of  many 
gentlemen  who  tailed  the  infu¬ 
sions,  the  cold  infufions  of  the  red 
bark  was  more  fenfihly  impreg¬ 
nated  than  even  the  ftrongeft  de¬ 
coction  of  the  common  bark. 

Experiment  II. 

T  O  two  ounces  of  the  cold  in- 


fufion  of  the  red  bark,  were  added 
twenty  drops  of  the  Pindar  a  Flo- 
rum  Martialium.  It  immediately 
became  of  a  darker  colour,  foon  loll 
its  tranfparency,  and  after  a  fhort 
time  precipitated  black  powder. 

Exp e  r  i  m e  n t  III. 

TO  two  ounces  of  the  cold  in* 
fufion  of  the  common  bark  were 
added  twenty  drops  of  the  T indura 
E  lor  uni  Martialium  in  the  fame 
manner  as  to  the  other.  It  re¬ 
tained  its  tranfparency  fome  time, 
and  afterwards  became  of  a  dark 
colour,  but  there  was  no  precipi¬ 
tation  from  it  as  from  the  lafL 

Experiment  IV, 

TO  an  ounce  of  red  bark  re¬ 
duced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  were 
added  fixteen  ounces  of  diftilied 
water,  and  after  boiling  until  one 
half  was  evaporated,  the  liquid 
while  hot  was  ftrained  through  a 
piece  of  linen.  The  lame  expe¬ 
riment,  under  fimilar  circum- 
ftanccs,  was  made  with  the  com¬ 
mon  bark.  The  fuperior  tafte 
and  flavour  of  the  decodlion  of  the 
red  bark  was  equally  obfervab'e 
with  that  of  the  intufion.  The 
decoction  of  the  red  bark,  in  cool¬ 
ing,  precipitated  a  larger  quan¬ 
tity  of  refinous  matter  than  the 
decodtiqn  of  the  common  bark. 

The 
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The  difference  of  colour  was  like- 
wife  very  dillinguifhable. 

Experiment  V- 

TO  one  ounce  of  red  bark,  re¬ 
duced  to  a  coarfe  powder,  were 
added  eight  ounces  of  proof  fpirit, 
and,  after  (landing  a  week  toge¬ 
ther,  the  tintlure  was  filtered. 

The  fame  experiment,  under 
fimilar  circumftances,  was  made 
with  the  common  bark.  The 
tindture  of  the  red  bark,  both 
when  tafted  by  itfelf,  and  under 
precipitation  by  water,  had  more 
flavour  and  talte  than  that  of  the 
common  bark. 

The  tincture  from  the  red  bark 
is  of  a  much  deeper  colour  than 
the  other. 

Experiment  VI. 

T  O  each  refiduum  of  the  above 
tindlures  were  added  tight  ounces 
of  proof  fpirit,  which  were  in- 
fufed  in  a  moderate  fand  heat  for 
the  fpace  of  twenty  four  hours ,  and 
afterwards  allowed  to  remain  to¬ 
gether  a  week,  occafionally  agi¬ 
tating  them.  7'he  tindtures  were 
then  poured  off,  that  of  the  red 
bark  evidently  appearing  to  be  the 
ftrongeft. 

The  tinctures  both  of  experi¬ 
ments  V.  and  VI.  were  by  a 
gentle  heat  evaporated  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  a  refinous  extract. 

The  extract  from  the  tincture  of 
the  red  bark  was  of  a  fmr  /  th,  ho¬ 
mogeneous  appearance,  not  unlike 
the  Balfam  of  Peru,  when  thick¬ 
ened  ;  the  flavour  and  fade  of  the 
original  tincture  were  entirely  pre¬ 
served  in  it. 

The  extract  from  the  common 
bark  had  a  very  different  appear¬ 
ance.  It  feemed  coarfe  and  gritty, 
and  by  no  means  fo  charadleriltic 
of  its  original  tindluie. 
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The  quantity  of  extract  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  red  bark  was  con- 
fiderably  greater  than  from  the 
fame  quantity  of  common  bark  ; 
but,  as  the  refiduum  of  neither  was 
rendered  entirely  inert,  the  abfo- 
lute  quantity  could  not  be  afcer- 
tained. 

Ex  P  E  R  I  M  E  N  T  VII. 

A  tea  fpoonful  of  each  of  the 
tindlures,  prepared  by  experiment 
V.  was  added  to  two  ounces  of 
water ;  the  refinous  precipitation 
from  the  red  baric  was  not  only- 
more  copious,  but  fell  more 
quickly  to  the  bottom  of  the  glafs 
than  that  from  the  other,  and  yet 
what  remained  ilill  diffolved  in 
the  water,  was  infinitely  more  in 
the  red  bark  than  in  the  common 
bark,  fo  far  as  we  could  judge 
bom  the  talle  and  flavour  of  both. 

Ex  P  E  R  I  M  E  N  T  VIII. 

IN  imitation  of  the  experiments 
of  my  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Perci- 
val,  I  added  to  two  ounces  of  the 
watry  infufion  of  each  bark,  a  few 
drops  of  the  Sp.  Vitriol ,  ten.  The 
acid  loft  its  tafte  more  in  the  infu¬ 
fion  ot  the  red,  than  in  the  com¬ 
mon  bark  $  fo  that  there  wrere 
more  obvious  appearances  of  its 
being  neutralized. 

Experiment  IX. 

A  decodtion  of  both  red  and 
common  Peruvian  bark  was  pre¬ 
pared  by  taking  an  ounce  of  each, 
and  boiling  them  in  a  pint  and  a 
haft  of  water,  to  one  pint  ;  the 
former  had  greatly  the  fuperiority 
in  ftrength  and  pov/er,  as  men¬ 
tioned  in  a  preceding  experiment. 
A  pint  of  frefli  water  was  added 
to  each  decodtion  ;  the  boiling  dill 
continued  till  that  quantity  was 
evaporated.  T  he  decodtion  of  the 
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common  Peruvian  bark  feemed  gra¬ 


dually  to  lofe  its  fenlibie  qualities, 
while  that  of  the  red  bark  frill  re¬ 
tained  its  own. 

The  fame  quantity  of  water  was 
added  as  before  to  each,  and  the 
deception  repeated  until  a  gallon 
of  water  was  ex  nan  tied  •  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time,  the 
common  Peruvian  bark  was  ren¬ 
dered  aimed  taftelefs  •  the  red 
bark  ftill  retained  nearly  its  former 
fen  fib!  e  qualities.  This  experi¬ 
ment  proves  that  the  common 
practice  of  boiling  the  bark  is 
hurtful  to  its  powers. 

By  my  defire,  Mr.  Skeete,  a 
very  ingenious  and  attentive  young 
gentleman  from  Barbadoes,  and  a 
iludent  of  medicine  in  Guy’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  made  feveral  experiments  in 
Order  to  afeertain  the  comparative 
antifeptic  power  of  red  bark,  with 
the  common  Peruvian  bark  ;  and 
be  found  that  the  infufion  of  red 
bark  preferved  animal  matter 
much  better,  and  for  a  longer 
time,  than  the  infufion,  or  even 
decodion  of  the  common  bark  •, 
Indeed,  the  deception  of  common 
bark,  after  its  powdery  part  had 
fubfided,  was  left  bitter,  and  pre¬ 
ferved  animal  matter  for  a  fhorter 
time  than  the  infufion  of  the  fame 
bark.  His  experiments  were  con¬ 
cluded  with  great  accuracy,  and 
the  refult  of  them  were  fubmitted 
to  the  examination  of  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  at  Guy’s  Hofpital. 

The  conckifions  to  which  the 
above  experiments  evidently  lead, 
are, 

Firfk,  That  the  red  hark  is  more 
foluble  than  the  Peruvian  bark, 
both  in  water  and  fpirit. 

Secondly,  That  it  contains  a 
much  larger  proportion  of  active 
and  refmous  parts. 


Thirdly,  That  its  adive  parts, 
even  when  greatly  diluted,  retain 
their  fenfible  qualities  in  a  higher 
degree  than  the  mo  ft  faturated  fo- 
lutions  of  common  bark. 

Fourthly,  that  it  does  not  un¬ 
dergo  the  fame  decompofition  of 
its  parts  by  boiling  as  the  common 
Peruvian  bark. 

Fifthly,  That  the  red  bark  is 
more  aftringent  than  the  common 
Peruvian  bark. 

Sixthly,  That  its  antifeptic 
powers  are  greater  ;  as  an  addi¬ 
tional  proof  of  this  it  may  be 
proper  to  obferve  here,  that  both 
its  cold  infufion  and  decodion 
preferved  entire  their  bitter  and 
other  medicated  powers  in  the 
month  of  June,  in  the  elabora- 
tory  of  Guy’s  Mofpital  for  five 
weeks,  and  perhaps  for  a  much 
longer  time,  while  a  decodion  of 
common  bark  gave  evident  marks 
of  a  change  in  a  few  days.  In  the 
decodion  of  red  bark,  the  powder, 
which  is  feparated  during  the 
coding  of  it,  remains  intimately 
•diffufed  through  the  liquor,  which 
therefore  continues  loaded  and 
turbid  when  at  reft.  In  the  de- 
■codion  of  common  bark,  the 
powder  quickly  fubfides  to  the 
bottom  ;  the  red  bark  therefore 
contains  in  it  a  large  proportion 
of  mucilaginous  parts,  fuch  as 
have  been  propofed  by  the  late 
Dr.  Fothergill,  to  be  added  to  the 
decodk  i  of  the  common  Peruvian 
bark,  in  order  that  it  may  remain 
turbid  when  at  reft,  and  thereby 
that  its  refinous  parts  be  more 
perfedly  fufpended  in  the  body  of 
the  liquor.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
■circumftance  will  favour  exceed¬ 
ingly  the  action  of  the  ftomach 
upon  it. 

7  he  advantages  therefore  to  be 
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expected  from  the  red  bark  can¬ 
not  be  obtained  from  any  quan¬ 
tity  of  common  bark.  T  he  beft 
common  bark,  compared  with  the 
red  bark,  appears  inert  and  effete. 

All  the  above  experiments  were 
executed  in  the  prefence  of  feveral 
gentlemen. 

I  was  led  more  particularly  to 
profecute  this  fubjepf,  from  an 
opinion  that  the  red  bark  might 
fo  impregnate  cold  water  by  infb- 
fion,  as  to  cure  intermittent  fevers 
with  more  certainty  than  could  be 
done  even  by  the  decoPtion  or 
powder  of  common  bark-  The 
fenfible  qualities  which  appear 
from  the  above  experiments,  be¬ 
ing  fo  much  greater,  in  the  cold 
infufion  of  the  one  than  in  the  de¬ 
ception  of  the  other. 

It  cannot  I  think  be  denied, 
that  the  experiments  above  re¬ 
lated,  and  which  have  been  exe¬ 
cuted  and  frequently  repeated 
with  great  accuracy,  fufficiently 
prove  that  the  red  Peruvian  bark 
exceeds  the  other  in  its  fenfible  qua¬ 
lities,  and  that  it  contains  a  much 
larger  proportion  of  thofe  refinous 
and  aPtive  parts  on  which  the 
power  and  efficacy  of  bark  have 
been  by  all  writers  on  the  praPtice 
of  medicine  and  Materia  Medica 
believed  to  depend. 


Account  of  Trials  at  large  made,  by 
Mr.  Tadman,  to  determine  the 
comparative  Advantages  of  the 
Drill  and  Broad-caff  Methods 
of  Culture  of  Wheat  and  Lu¬ 
cerne  :  and  of  an  Experiment 
made  by  Mr.  Rebecca,  to  dis¬ 
cover  what  Increafe  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  a  Grain  of  Wheat, 
in  one  Year  ;  from  repeated 
Tranfplantations  ;  communicated 
to  the  Society  for  the  Encou¬ 


ragement  of  Arts,  Manufac¬ 
tures,  and  Commerce,  and  in - 
J'erted  at  thir  Requeji  ;  from  Me¬ 
moirs  of  Agriculture,  Pec. 

To  the  honourable  and  laudable 
Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufapfures,  and 
Commerce. 

Gentlemen, 

AV1NG  been  honoured  with 
your  premium  for  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  turneps  amongft  beans,  for 
which  1  return  you  thanks,  1  find 
you  are  defirous  of  being  informed 
of  the  bed  method  to  cultivate 
wheat,  either  by  drills,  or  broad- 
caff,  both  of  which  I  am  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  :  having  experi¬ 
enced  them  many  times  upon  all 
forts  of  land.  But  the  greateft 
experiment  was  in  1752  and  1753. 
In  the  year  1752,  I  had  twenty- 
two  acres  of  bean  gratten  dunged 
for  the  beans  about  forty  loads  per 
acre,  which  I  managed  as  follows  t 
I  firft  plowed  it  ;  after  which  I 
fowed  my  wheat  in  this  manner. 
Every  other  rod  in  breadth  was  in 
the  broad-caff  way  •  the  other  was 
in  drills.  In  the  faring  I  horfe- 
hoed,  the  drills,  and  harrowed  it  ; 
as  1  did,  alfo,  that  which  was 
fown  in  the  broad  caff  way.  Both 
of  them  feemed  to  make  a  good 
appearance.  When  harveft  came, 
I  direpfed  the  reapers  to  cut  eacii 
rod  feparate  •  and  to  make  the 
fheaves  as  nearly  of  the  fame  fize 
as  poffible.  By  this  ]  found  a 
great  deficiency  in  the  drilled 
wheat  ;  not  having  near  fo  many 
fhocks.  This  was  tried  on  a  Tandy 
loam  foil. 

The  next  year  I  had  a  field  of 
twenty-three  acres,  adjoining  to 
the  other,  managed  in  the  fame 
manner :  I  found  the  fame  defi¬ 
ciency  ; 
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c-iency  ;  and  I  think  it  very  eafy 
to  be  accounted  for.  In  the  fpring 
'of the  year,  when  the  wheat  begins 
to  rife  from  the  ground,  the  land 
being  very  clean  by  the  hoeing, 
tand  the  ground  very  fine  by  fo 
doing,  the  {bowers,  that  are  very 
frequent,  m  March,  caufe  the  fine 
mould  to  rife  on  the  tender  part 
of  the  wheat ;  which,  when  it 
happens,  prevents  it  from  grow¬ 
ing  any  farther. — It  is  a  very  good 
way,  to  fow  clover  in  wheat  in 
February.  I  never  could  find, 
that  drilling  any  thing  hut  beams, 
peafe,  and  tares,  would  produce 
near  fo  good  a  crop  ;  neither  will 
they  do  any  way  fo  well,  as  in 
drills  ;  by  which  means  the  land 
is  kept  clean  ;  and  makes  a  good 
feafon  for  wheat. 

Now,  in  regard  to  lucerne, 
fainfoin,  &c.  being  put  in  drills, 
it  is  in  a  manner  the  fame  as  in 
•the  cafe  of  wheat.  I  have  a  deal 
of  lucerne  ;  part  of  it  in  drills  ; 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  keep 
clean  by  hand-hoeing.  But,  after 
a/  hard  rain,  feeing  my  horfes 
would .  not  eat  it,  I  found  upon 
mfpedion,  the  earth  was  fo  much 
wa fhed  into  it  *,  that  it  w^as  a 
good  reafon  for  fowing  the  other 
part  broad  call  way.  I  immedi¬ 
ately  cut  off  that  they  eat  upon  ; 
and  I  then  lowed  the  land  over  in 
broad- call,  and  raked  it  with  a 
hand* rake.  I  have  not  found  any 
t-ning  of  the  fame  kind  happen 
ever  fince. 

if  this  information  may  be  of 
any.  utility,  I  fiiall  be  happy  in 
having  given  it  :  as  I  may  be  fiup- 
pofed  to  know  fomething  of  the 

^This  inconvenience  attending  drii 
man’s,  and  fuch  other  very  Tandy  land, 
'Of  drilled  lucerne,  now  growing*  wide 


GISTER,  1782. 

farming  bufinefs  •  having  been  m 
it  near  forty  years.  I  began  at 
firfi  har -how-boy  ;  from  that,  I 
went  through  every  other  part  of 
plowing,  fowing,  &c.  and  before 
I  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  I 
paid  eighteen  hundred  pounds  per 
year  rent. 

I  have  another  thing  to  offer  to 
this  lociety,  which  I  can  explain. 
It  is  that  three  crops  may  grow  in 
the  lame  year,  with  the  fame  cul¬ 
ture,  and  expence,  as  one  crop  ; 
and  that  they  will  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  one  another  5  but, 
quite  otherwife,  wherever  one  is 
good,  the  other  two  will  be  fo 
likewife.  I  hold  at  this  time 
about  two  thoufand  two  hundred 
acres  of  arable,  meadow,  and 
pafiure  land. 

I  am,  with  the  utraofi  deference 
and  refpedl, 

Your  honour’s  mod  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

Hicham,  Wm,  Tadman, 
19  th  Dec.  1772. 

To  Mr.  Shield's  nurferyman,  at 
Lambeth,  Surry. 

Si  r, 

I F  the  following  fingle  expe¬ 
riment,  procefs,  and  product  of  a 
fingle  grain  of  wheat,  will  give 
you  any  pleafure,  and  you  fiiall 
think  it  worth  laying  before  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  and  particularly  Agricul¬ 
ture,  I  fiiall  think  myfelf  amply 
paid  for  the  pains  1  took  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  experiment.  The  increale 
appears  aftonifiiing  to  me  ;  I  have, 
therefore,  communicated  it  to 

led  lucerne  is  peculiar  to  Mr.  Tacl- 
Por  many  infiances  can  be  produced 
h  is  entirely  free  from  it. 

you, 
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you,  though  there  may  appear 
nothing  wonderful  in  it,  when 
read  before  your  learned  body*  : 
and  I  may  be  fmiled  at,  for  my 
rural  fimplicity,  and  ignorance. 
As,  poffibly,  there  may  be  many 
more  wonderful  inftances  of  vege¬ 
table  increafe,  fhould  that  be  thr> 
cafe,  you  will,  in  a  fingular  man¬ 
ner,  oblige  me  by  communicating 
them  to  me  ;  who  am  fond  of 
fuch  fubje£ts  of  admiration. 

I  am  with  great  efteem,  Sir, 

Your  mold  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

Asnerfh  am,  Bucks, 
tath  Jan.  1773.  Wm-Rebecca. 

The  produce  of  a  fingle  grain  of 
wheat,  propagated  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Drake , 
re£tor  of  Amerfham,  Rucks,  by 
Wm.  Rebecca,  gardener. 

ON  the  firft  day  of  Auguft, 
1771,  I  fowed,  or  rather  fer,  a 
fingle  grain  of  the  red  wheat  :  and,, 
in  the  latter  end  of  September, 
when  the  plant  had  tillered,  I  took 
it  up ;  and  flipped  or  divided  it 
into  four  fets,  or  flips. — Thofe 
four  fets  I  planted  ;  and  they 


grew  and  tillered  as  well  as  the 
fir  ft.'  In  the  end  of  November  I 
took  them  up  a  fecond  time,  and 
made  thirty  fix  plants,  or  fets. 
Thefe  1  again  planted,  which 
grew  till  March,  1772  :  in  which 
month,  I,  a  third  time,  took  up 
my  plants,  and  divided  them  mta 
two  hundred  and  fifty-fix  plants,, 
or  fets.  For  the  remaining  part 
of  the  fitmmer,  fill  the  month  of 
Augull,  they  had  nothing  done- 
to  them,  except  hoeing  the  ground 
clean  from  weeds,  till  the  corn 
was  ripe.  When  it  was  gathered* 
1  had  the  ears  counted,  or  num¬ 
bered,  and  they  were  three  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  and  eleven  ;  a 
great  part  of  which  proved  as 
good  grain  as  ever  grew  out  of 
the  earth.  Many  of  the  ears  mea- 
fured  fix  inches  in  length  ;  fome 
were  middling  grain  ;  and  fome 
were  very  light  and  thin.  T'his 
was  the  reafon  I  did  not  number 
the  grains  :  but  there  was  better 
than  half  a  bufhel  of  corn  in  the 
whole  produce  of  this  one  grain  of 
wheat  in  one  year. 

Query,  would  not  this  practice 
(fpring-planting)  be  of  great  ufe,^ 
where  the  crops  do  mifs,  by  va¬ 
rious 


*  Mr.  Millar  made  the  fame  trial  at  Cambridge,  fome  years  ago,  and  with 
very  little  difference  in  the  manner.  The  refult  was  fimilar,  as  to  the  pro¬ 
duce  5  and  he  communicated  an  account  of  the  experiment  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  who  publifhed  it  in  their  Memoirs.  Others  have  repeated  the  expe¬ 
riment  with  a  correfpondent  fuccefs. — The  making  more  generally  known, 
however,  what  rapid  increafe  corn,  and  other  herbs  of  the  gramineous  tribe, 
admit  of  by  tranfp:antation  anddivifion,  from  the  property  of  the  quick  pro¬ 
duction  of  off  fets  from  their  roots,  may,  at  prefent,  be  of  utility  5.  when  at¬ 
tempts  are  making  to  improve  the  culture  of  wheat,  on  that  principle:  to 
which  the  knowledge  of  this  prodigious  multiplication  of  the  plants,  by  divi- 
fion  of  the  roots,  gave  rife.  The  Society  have  in  this  view  offered  a  premium 
to  encourage  trials  of  the  application  of  tranfplantation,  to  pra&ife  in  parti¬ 
cular  cafes  where  it  may  be  advantageous. 

-f  Mr.  Rebecca  is  not  fingular  in  this  opinion.  Though  the  tranfplant.ing 
wheat,  as  a  general  mode  of  culture,  is  net  ealily  reducible  to  ccnflunt  pra&ice  j 

yet 
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rious  accidents  incident  to  farm¬ 
ing? 

I  can  prove  the  above  fads,  by 
the  atteftation  of  fufficient  wit- 
neffes,  if  doubted. 


Accounts  of  Methods  of  Rearing 
Calves  without  Milk ,  or  faving 
it  after  a  Jbort  Time  ;  communi¬ 
cated  hy  Mr.  B  u  d  d  ,  Mr.  Fors¬ 
ter,  and  Mr.  Carr,  to  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement 
of  Arts,  Manufactures ,  and 
Commerce,  and  injerted  at  their 
Requefl ;  f  rom  the  fame. 

To  the  Society  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Arts,  Manufactures, 
and  Commerce. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVING  obferved  in  your 
book  of  premiums,  for  the 
year  1771,  your  offer  of  a  gold 
medal  for  an  account  of  the  bed 
method  of  rearing  black  cattle 


without  milk  ;  and  having  made 
many  experiments,  for  thefe  four  - 
or  five  years  paft,  I  am  induced  to 
become  a  candidate  for  it.  I, 
therefore,  lay  before  you  the  fol¬ 
lowing  method  of  rearing  black 
cattle  without  milk*. 

In  two  or  three  days  after  they 
are  calved,  I  take  the  calves  from 
the  cows,  and  put  them  in  a  houfe 
by  thejaafelv.es.— -I  then  give  them 
a  kind  of  water-gruel,  compofed 
of  barley  about  one  third,  and 
two  thirds  of  oats,  ground  toge¬ 
ther  very  fine-  I  then  fift  the 
mixture  through  a  very  fine  fieve  ° 
put  it  into  the  quantity  of  water 
(mentioned  below)  ;  and  boil  it 
half  an  hour,  when  I  take  it  off 
the  fire,  and  let  it  remain  till  it  is 
milk-warm.  I  then  give  each  calf 
about  a  quart  in  the  morning,  and 
the  fame  quantity  in  the  evening  ^ 
and  increafe  it,  as  the  calf  grows 
older.  It  requires  very  little 
trouble,  to  make  them  drink  it. 
After  the  calves  have  had  this 


yet  in  fuch  cafes,  as  he  intimates,  where  confuierable  parts  of  land  have  failed 
after  autumn  lowing,  it  may  be  done  with  great  convenience.  Nor  does  there, 
after  a  .very  careful  examination  of  the  fubjeCt,  appear  any  folid  reafon,  why, 
in  the  feafons  when  the  autumn-culture  of  wheat  has  failed  much,  frefh  land 
might  not  be  planted  with  off  fetso'f  that  grain,  as  well  to  private  emolument, 
as  public  advantage.  This  practice  is  the  more  promifing,  becaufe  the  tranf- 
plantation  may  be  performed  much  later  than  the  laft  made  by  Mr.  Rebecca, 
even  till  the  end  of  April,  with  the  lame  certainty  of  fuccefs :  and  land  which 
had  borne  turnips,  cole-feed,  or  other  plants  for  fpring-food,  even  iatein  the 
feafon,  might  be  made  to  afford  a  large  crop  of  wheat  the  fame  fummer  with 
great  profit,  when  there  was  a  profpeCt  of  fcarcity.  The  apprehenfion  of  the 
too  high  expence  of  labour  has  bees  made  the  great  objection  to  this  practice. 
But  the  introduction  of  the  fetiing  wheat  inllead  of  lowing  it,  which  is  now 
done,  in  fome  places,  on  great  quantities  of  land  with  very  confuierable  pro¬ 
fit,  has  fet  this  matter  in  fo  clear  a  light,  from  large  experience,  that  all 
difficulty  on  this  fcore  mult  be  given  up,  where  thole  faCts  are  known.  For 
the  faving  in  the  quantity  of  feed,  when  the  corn  is  fet,  nearly  pays  for  the 
difference  of  the  expence  of  labour  betwixt  that  method  and  lowing  :  and 
this  faving  is  (till  much  greater  in  the  cafe  of  tra-nfpl  anting  than  in  felting, 
though  the  expence  of  the  labour  differs  but  little. 

*  This  account  was  deemed  fully  fa  t  is  fa  Cl  or  y,  and  the  gold  medal  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  adjudged  to  Mr.Budd. 

i'  . 
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diet  for  about  a  week  or  ten  days, 

I  tie  up  a  little  bundle  of  hay  •  and 
put  it  in  the  middle  ot  the  houl'e  ; 
which  they  will,  by  degrees,  come 
and  eat.  I  alfo  put  a  little  of  the 
meal  above  mentioned  in  a  fmall 
trough  for  them,  to  eat  occafion- 
ally  ;  which  I  find  of  great  fervice 
to  them.  I  keep  them,  in  this 
manner,  till  they  are  of  proper 
age  to  turn  out  to  grafs  ;  before 
which,  they  mud  be  at  lead  two 
months  old.  Therefore  the  fooner 
I  get  them  in  the  fpring  the 
better. 

About  a  quart  of  the  above 
meal,  mixed  with  three  gallons 
of  water,  is  fufficient  for  twelve 
calves  in  the  morning,  and  the 
fame  quantity  in  the  evening.  I 
increase  the  quantity  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  they  grow  older.  By  this 
method,  I  have  reared  between 
fifty  and  lixty  bealts  within  thefe 
four  years  ;  forty  of  which  I  have 
now  in  my  poffefiion  ;  having  fold 
off  the  others,  as  they  became  of 
a  proper  age  ;  and  by  the  fame 
method  calves  may  be  reared  with 
a  trifie  of  expence. 

I  am,  Gentlemeh, 

Your  moil  humble  fervant, 

W m  ,  Budd. 

No.  a,  Somerfet  houfe,  Stable  yard, 
Strand,  Oituber  io,  1771. 

Si  h  , 

HAVING  obferved,  that  the 
Society  ordered  a  medal  to  be 
given  for  the  rearing  of  black 
cattle  without  milk,  1  thought  the 
Society  would  not  be  difpleafed 
with  an  account  of  feeding  calves, 
intended  for  the  market,  and  for 

butchers  meat,  without  milk. - 

Frequently  accounts  of  improve* 
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moots  in  husbandry  are  handed 
about,,  which  never  have  been 
tried,  and  can  have  no  fuccel& 
when  put  to  the  proper  tell  by  ex¬ 
perience. 

The  account  I  prefume  to  lay 
before  the  Society  is  founded  on 
an  experience  of  leveral  years. — * 
A  farmer’s  wife  in  PrulEa,  who 
had  employed  this  method,  kept 
it  very  fecret ;  but  keeping  only’ 
two  or  three  cows,  and  yet  buying 
conftantly  ten  or  twelve  calves,* 
and  fattening  them  in  a  (horn 
time  fo  advamageoufiy,  that  the 
butchers  always  preferred  her 
calves  to  thole  they  could  get  of 
other  farmers,  it  was  fufpefted, 
fiie  had  devifed  a  new  and  cheap- 
method  in  feeding  them.  Some 
of  my  relations  afterwards  learned 
this  method  from  the  farmer’s  wife,, 
and  found  it  anfwer  better  than 
the  belt  milk  for  fattening  calves^ 
Becaufe,  it  not  only  fucceeded  in 
a  fnorter  time,  and  gave  the  veal 
the  molt  delicate  and  favory  tafle  - 
but  it  made  the  meat  whiter  ; 
and  was  upon  the  whole  cheaper 
than  in  the  common  way ;  as  the 
whole  milk  of  the  dairy  could  be 
fpared  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
butter. 

The  infullon  of  malt,  or  frelli 
wort,  is  the  fubffitute  to  milk.  In 
fummer,  it  may  be  given  cold  ; 
but  in  winter,  it  mult  have  the 
fame  degree  of  warmth,  as  the 
milk  juit  coming  from  the  cow. 
The  quantity  is  the  fame,  as  the 
milk  commonly  given  at  once 
to  a  calf  j  and  it  mult  be  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  as  the  calf 
grows. 

I  wifh,  that  in  cafe  the  Society 
fiiouid  approve  of  it,  a  new  trial 
may  be  made  of  this  method  ;  and 

if 
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if  found  to  anfwer  the  purpofe, 
that  it  may  be  publifhed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  $  as  a  great 
quantity  of  milk  may  be  thus 
fpar£d  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
cheefe  and  butter,  in  order  to 
reduce  thefe  two  articles  of  our 
provifions  to  a  more  moderate 
price  than  they  have  hitherto 
been. 

Before  I  leave  this  fubject,  give 
me  leave,  Sir,  to  communicate  to 
the  lociety  another  cheap  method 
employed  in  PrufTia  for  rearing 
black  cattle.  After  the  expreffion 
of  the  linfeed  oil  from  linfeed, 
the  remaining  hulks,  or  drofs,  are 
made  up  into  round  balls,  of  the 
iize  of  a  fift,  and  afterwards  dried. 
Two  or  three  of  thefe  balls  are  in- 
fufed,  and  diffolved  in  hot  water  ; 
and  a  third  or  fourth  part  of  frelli 
milk  is  added  in  the  beginning  ; 
but  afterwards,  when  the  calves 
are  grown,  the  farmers  employ 
only  the  Ikim  milk,  which  they 
mix  with  the  infufion.  If  this 
method  fhould  deferve  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Society,  it  would  at 
once  fpare  great  quantities  of  milk 
towards  making  cheefe  and  butter  ; 
and  afford  a  good  ufe  for  the  drofs 
left  after  the  expreflion  of  the  lin- 
leed  oil. 

As  an  ardent  wifli  to  be  of  fome 
fervice  to  makind,  by  every  little 
addition  in  faving  hufbandry,  and 
a  view  to  reduce  the  exorbitant 
price  of  provifions  to  the  poorer, 
and  manufacturing  part  of  my 
tekow-creatures  in  this  country, 
prompted  me  chiefly  to  draw  up 
this  account,  I  hope  it  will  meet 
with  approbation  from  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  if  not  on  account  of  its  real 
merit  and  ufefulnefs,  at  leafb  for 
the  intention,  and  like  endeavours 
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to  fulfil,  in  fome  meafure,  thofe 
great  and  noble  purpofes  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  patriotifm,  which  the 
Society  itfelf  propofes  in  all  its 
tranfadlions. 

1  am,  with  due  regard, 

Your  molt  obedient, 

and  humble  fervant, 

J.  R.  Forster. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Carry  refpedling  the  Rearing  of 
Calves,  in  fuch  Manner  as  to 
fave  the  Milk. 

IT  is  well  known  by  fome  of  the 
old  houfewives  of  Norfolk,  to  this 
day,  the  manner  of  rearing  calves 
is  with  fleeted  milk  and  water 
warmed  ;  which  being  too  lean 
and  thin,  turns  four  within  them, 
and  fometimes  kills  them  ;  but  in 
general  they  are  pot-bellied,  with 
their  hair  flaring  ;  and  fometimes 
they  turn  .loufy,  which  feldom  is 
cured  till  young  grals  purges  the 
bad  humours  off  ;  which  effect  is 
cuftomary  alfo  with  refpedl  to 
hogs - In  large  dairies  they  al¬ 

ways  put  their  fleeted  milk  into  a 
ciftern,  from  day  to  day,  in  order 
to  turn  lour,  and  curdle  before 
they  give  it  them  •  and  even  they 
put  an  equal  quantity  of  water  to 
it  ;  otherwife  it  heats  and  binds 
them  ;  wherefore  they  will  not 
take  enough  to  fatten  them.  But 
from  the  cooling  quality  of  the 
water  they  will  drink  twice  as 
much  when  thus  mixed  ;  and  we 
find,  from  experience,  they  do 
much  better  in  this  way. 

The  beft  method  I  ever  found 
of  rearing  calves,  and  which  I 
have  pur flied  for  thirty  years,  is 
to  take  them  off  the  cows  in  three 
weeks,  or  a  month  *  and  to  give 

nothing 
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nothing  but  a  little  fine  hay  till 
they  begin,  through  necefiity,  to 
pick  a  little.  I  then  cut  fome  of 
the  hay1,  and  mixed  it  with  bran 
and  oats  in  a  trough,  and  flice  fome 
turneps  about  the  fize  of  a  crown- 
piece:  which  they  will  foon,  by 
licking  for  want  of  liquor,  learn 
to  eat.  When  the  work  is  thus 
clone,  give  them  but  turneps  e- 
nough,  and  they  will  do  well. 
Give  them'  no  water,  unlefs  the 
turneps  be  left  off. 


Obfersations  on  the  Damage  done  to 
Arable  Land ,  by  carrying  off  the 
Stones  from  the  Surface ;  in  a 
Letter  froth  Mr.  Price  '.—and 
an  Account  of  a  Method  of  pre¬ 
senting  Blights  on  Fruit-trees, 
and  efculent  Plants ,  in  tsjo  Let¬ 
ters  from  Mr.  GULLET; — com¬ 
municated  to  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manu¬ 
factures,  and  Commerce;  and 
infer  ted  at  their  Re  file jl  :  from  the 
fame. 

t  ^  ,  i 

Mr.  PriceV  Obfersations  on  picking 
off  Stones  from  Arable  Land. 

To  the  Honourable  Society  of 
Arts,  Manufa<ftures,  and  Com¬ 
merce. 

IT  has  been  a  thing  well  known, 
for  a  great  while,  to  feveral 
of  the  mod  experienced  farmers, 
in  many  parts  of  England,  that, 
taking  away  the  fmall  ftones  and 
flints  is  highly  detrimental  to  al- 
moft  all  kinds  of  plowed  land, 
but  particularly  fo  to  thin  ftapled. 
or  light  lands;  and  likewife  to 

all  lands  of  a  binding  nature. - 

This  I  find  has  been  long  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  inanv  fkilfui  farmers  in 
Vol.  XXV. 
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different  parts  of  the  kingdom; 
but  it  never  did,  1  believe,  enter 
the  thoughts  of  any  one  till  of  late 
years,  that  the  damage  could  be 
nearly  fo  great  as  it  is  now  found 
to  be,  fince  unufual  quantities 
of  flints  and ,  other  ftones,  have 
been  repeatedly  gathered  fo*  the 
ufe  of  the  turnpike-roads. — -In¬ 
deed,  the  damage  dope  by  this 
practice  to  many  kinds  of  land, 
efpecially  to  fuch  as  are  mentioned 
above,  is  found  to  be  fo  great,  as 
to  be  almoft  incredible  to  any  one, 
who  has  not  particularly  obferved, 
for  a  number  of  years,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  deftruftion.  I  fball, 
therefore,  here  give  a  few  in- 
ftances  out  of  a  great  many,  that 
have  come  to  my  knowledge,  from 
which  it  will  appear,  how  exceed- 
ingly  great  the  damage  muft  be 
throughout  the  extent  of  the  king¬ 
dom: 

In.  the  parilli  of  Stevenage,  in 
Hertfordfliire,  there  is  a  field  of 
land  well  known  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  by  the  name  of  Chalk- 
dell  Field,  containing  about.  ty-to 
hundred  acres.  The  land  in  this 
field  was  formerly  equal,  if  not 
fuperior,  to  moft  lands,  in  that 
county :  in  a  word,  it  was  good 
to  a  proverb.  But  lying  conveni¬ 
ently  for  the  Purveyors  of  the 
roads,  they  have  picked  it  fo 
often,  and  ftripped  it  of  the  flints 
and  fmall  ftones  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  it  is  now  inferior  to  lands,  that 
were  formerly  reckoned  not  worth, 
above  one  half  its  value,  acre  for 
acre.  I  mean  fuch  lands  as,  ly¬ 
ing  at  a  good  diftance  from  the 
roads,  have,  for  that  reafon,  either 
not  been  picked  at  all  or  not_ 
nearly  fo  much  as  .  this  field.  All 
the  farmers,  and  other  perfons, 
who  have  known  the  field  for  a 

good 
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good  number  of  years*  and  have 
obferved  the  management,  and 
produce  of  it,  do  unanimouily  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  crops  of  grain  from 
Chalkded  Field  have  not,  for 
thefe  laft  fourteen  years,  been 
much,  if  any,  above  half  what 
they  were  the  fourteen  years  im¬ 
mediately  preceding,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  late  improvements  in 
husbandry  :  and  this  is  entirely 
owing,  as  they  all  agree,  to  Grip¬ 
ping  the  land  of  the  ftones,-— Nor 
is  it  Chalkdell  Field  alone  that  has 
materially  buffered  in  that  county 
by  the  above  mentioned  practice  ; 
on  the  contrary,  the  oldeft  and 
rnoft  experienced  farmers  in  the 
parities,  of  Gravely,  Stevenage, 
<&c.  fome  of  whom  have  been  well 
acquainted  with  farming  for  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  or  forty  years, 
and  have  in  general  lived  always 
on  the  fpot,  do  declare,  and  fay, 
they  are  ready  to  atteft  it  upon 
oath,  if  called  upon,  that  feveral 
thousand  acres,  bordering  on  the 
turnpike-road  from  Welwyn  to 
Baldock,  in  Herts,  have  been  fo 
much  impoveriffied  by  having  the 
hones  frequently  taken  away,  that 
they  are  not  now  fo  good  as  they 
would  have  been,  had  the  (tones 
been  left  upon  the  land,  fome  by 
one-fourth,  fome  by  one-fifth ; 
fome  more,  fome  lefs,  of  their 
whole  prefentjalue.  But  that  all, 
m  general,  have  been  materially 
damaged,  fo  that  the  lofs  to  the 
inheritance  for  ever,  in  the  afore- 
faid  lands,  muff  be  computed  at  a 
great  many  thoufand  pounds  •  to 
fay  nothing  of  what  the  public  has 
buffered  in  the  deficiency  of  the 
crops  of  grain. 

But  it  may  be  niked,  if  the 
damage  by  taking  away  the  ftones 
be  fo  great  as  I  represent •;  how 
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comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  farmers, 
who  hold  the  afore  mentioned 
lands,  have  not  either  broke, 
thrown  up  their  farms,  or  got 
their  rents  lowered  ?  None  of 
which  has  generally  happened. 
This  I  grant ;  but  then  let  the 
very  high  price  of  grain  for  num¬ 
bers  of  years  paff,  and  the  famine 
of  thoufands  of  ftarving  poor,  an- 
fwer  thefe  queftions. — I  am  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced,  that  the  high 
price  of  grain  has  been  the  princi¬ 
pal  reafoni  and  a  dreadful  rea- 
fon  it  is  j  why  none  of  thefe  has 
generally  happened :  and  any  one, 
who  knows  "the  progrefs  of  trade 
for  thirty  or  forty  years  paff,  and 
the  different  value  of  money  in 
that  period,  may  form  to  himfelf 
other  concurrent  circumftances. 
What  puts  it  beyond  doubt,  that 
this  prodigious  impoveriihing  of 
the  land  is  owing  to  no  other 
caufe  whatfoever,  but  picking  and 
carrying  away  the  ftones,  is,  that 
thofe  lands  have  generally  been 
moil  impoveriihed,  which  have 
been  moft  frequently  picked;  and 
fo  on  in  proportion.  Nay,  I  know 
a  field,  part  of  which  was  picked, 
and  the  other  part  ploughed  up  be¬ 
fore  they  had  time  to  pick  it : 
the  part  that  was  picked  loft  feven 
or  eight  parts  in  ten  of  two  fuc- 
ceeding  crops  of  grain,  though 
the  whole  field  was  manured  and 

managed  in  all  refpe&s  alike.  - - 

What  proves  inconteftibly  that  I 
this  almoft  incredible  damage  was 
owing  folely  to  picking  the  ftones, 
is,  it  went  to  an  inch,  as  far  as 
they  were  picked,  and  no  further. 
—  1  fit  all  mention  but  one  inftanee 
more  at  prefent. — A  gentleman  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Poulton,  in 
Lancafbire,  who  farmed  a  part  of 
his  eftate,  ordered  the  ftones, 

\tr p  *  P  f*  1 
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which  ky  very  thick  on  fome 
grounds,  to  be  carefully  picked 
up,  and  carried  away.  He  did 
this  from  an  imagination,  that 
they  prevented  the  grain  from 
growing  out  of  the  earth.  Thofe 
grounds  had  always  before  produ¬ 
ced  very  good  crops :  but  he  now 
found,  to  his  aitonifhment,  that 
he  could  hardly  get  any  crops  at 
all.  He  afked  the  neighbouring 
farmers  what  they  thought  might 
be  the  reafon  of  it ;  they  were  of 
opinion,  it  muft  be  his  cleaning  the 
land  of  the  ftones ;  and  advifedhim 
to  carry  them  back,  and  fpread 
them  again  all  over  the  land ; 
which  he  did  at  a  great  expence. 
He  had  excellent  crops  immedi¬ 
ately  ;  fuch  as  the  land  had  pro¬ 
duced  before  the  ftones  had  been 
cleared  away. 

Many  perfons  have  been  ready 
to  imagine,  becaufe  nothing  can 
grow  upon  a  bare  ftone,  that, 
therefore,  it  can  be  of  no  manner 
of  fervice  to  the  corn,  but  rather 
the  reverfe,  in  preventing  it  from 
growing  freely  out  of  the  ground. 
But  this  conclufion  is  by  far  too 
precipitate  ;  fince  ftones  are  of 
furprifing  and  manifold  ufes.  For 
inftance,  they  _  greatly  aftift  the 
plough  in  working  the  land  They 
alfo  prevent  land  of  a  binding 
quality  from  running  together,  and 
hardening  like  mortar  in  a  wall. 
They  fcreen  the  tender  blade  from 
blafts  and  blights.  They  prevent 
the  crop,  where  the  ftaple  is  thin, 
from  being  fcorched  up  by  the 
heat  in  fummer  :  and  they  prevent 
the  exudations  of  the  earth  from 
evaporating  ;  and  by  that  means 
greatly  promote  vegetation. 

Should  a  doubt  arife,  whether 
the  turnpike-roads,  which  are  now 
mended  ch'eflv  with  materials  gar 


thered  from  plowed  lands,  may 
kept  in  as  good  repair  as  they  are 
at  prefent,  without  any  confidera- 
ble  additional  expence,  if  the  pow¬ 
er  of  gathering  materials  from 
plowed  lands  be  taken  away,  let  it  be 
confidered,  that  the  belt  turnpike- 
roads  in  England  are  thofe  which 
are  inti  rely  made  with  round  peb¬ 
bles,  and  fuch  other  materials  as 
are  dug  from  under  ground :  and, 
on  the  contrary,  that  thofe  which 
are  made  chiefly  with  materials  ga¬ 
thered  from  lands,  are,  generally 
fpeaking,  the  very  worft.  This  is 
a  circumftance  any  perlon  may  be 
fatisfied  in  with  very  little  inquiry. 
The  turnpike-road  from  London, 
to  two  or  three  miles  beyond  Hat¬ 
field,  and  thofe  from  thence  to 
Hitchin,  if  compared  together, 
will  furnifh  a  ftriking  inftance  of 
the  truth  of  this  obfervation. 
Therefore,  fliould  there,  in  fuch 
a  cafe,  be  at  hrft  an  additional  ex¬ 
pence,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but 
that  it  will  be  more  than  compen- 
fated  for  in  the  excellence,  and 
duration  of  the  roads.  At  the  fame 
time  I  make  this  obfervation,  I  am 
not  clear,  that,  upon  the  whole, 
there  would  be  even  at  firft  an  ad¬ 
ditional  expence  of  any  great  ccn- 
fequence. 

in  fome  places,  I  belieye,  the 
reverfe  would  be  the  cale.  The 
above  inftances  and  obiervations 
are  fubmitted,  and  earneftiy  re¬ 
commended  to  the  ferious  conlide- 
ration  of  the  honourable  Society  of 
Arts,  See. 

By.  their  mo  ft  humble, 

and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

Knelworth,  Herts, 

Jan.  12,  *7734 

I  2 


R.  Price, 

Mr. 
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Mr*  Gullet's  Letter  on  Blights. 

$  I  R, 

EVERY  member  of  the  Com¬ 
munity,  however  diftant  from  the 
metropolis,  or  private  his  ftation, 
who  knows  any  thing  of  your 
laudable  ifrftitution,  Which  not  only 
takes  tinder  conftderation,  but  en¬ 
courages  the  propagation  of  every 
thing  ufefalj  from  the  Cedar  of 
Li'banus,  to  the  HyiFop  of  the 
Wall,  mull,  if  he  be  a  friend  to 
mankind,  or  a  lover  of  his  country, 
not  onlv  wifh  it  well,  but  With 
alfo  to  contribute  fomewhat  to¬ 
wards  the  general  good.  '  It  is  that 
which  occasion's  my  giving  you  this 
trouble  ;  and,  at  the  fame  ti'nVe, 
makes  ine  hope  you  will  pardon 
my  prefumption,  in  fending  you 
the  ioltowing  obfervations  on  fo 
.feemihgly  trivial  a  fuhjedt,— Viz. 
the  preventing  cobbage-plants  from 
being  eat  by  catef pillars  ;  together 
with  fdme  feafons,  why  the  fame 
means  feem  capable  of  preventing 
blights,  and  their  effects  on  fruit 
trees,  or  others. — Thefe  thoughts 
I  have  likcwife  extended  in  idea, 
to  the  prefefvation  of  crops  of 
turneps  from  the  fly  ;  as  alfo"  of 
crops  of  wheat  from  the  yellows, 
and  other  deftruCtive  infects.  If 
thefe  latter  experiments  fiiould 
fucceecf  on  trial,  as  1  am  ftrongly 
inclined  to  think  they  will,  then 
the  lame  means,  Which  produced 
thefe  effbffts,  may  be  extended  to' 
an  aim  oil  infinite  variety  of  cafes 
for  the  prefervation  of  the  vegeta¬ 
ble  kingdom. 

But  rifuin'  teneatis  amci>  hdw 
will  you  think  you  are  infulted, 
when  I  tell  you,  all  this  is  to  be 
performed  with  a  bufo  of  Jiinhing 
rider,  —  Great  effects  are  frequently 
produced  from  feemingly  trivial 


caufes.  Why  may  they  hot  m 
the  prefent  cafe  ? — Of  the  virtues 
of  elder,  in  preferving  cabbage? 
from  being  deftroyed  by  cater¬ 
pillars,  X  can  already  fay,  pruba - 
turn  efl . — We  all  know  how  very 
offenfive  to  the  olfactory  nerves  a 
bulb  of  green  elder-leaves  is.  No 
body  willies  to  fmell  to  it,  becaufe 
it  is  fo  difagreeable  ;  and  for  that 
reafon  every  orre  avoids  touching 
it.  X  Confide?  the  olfaftory  organs 
of  a  butterfly  as  much  fuperior  to 
ours,  in  delicacy  and  nicety,  as 
their  bodies  are  to  oars. —  If  fo, 
why  iXiould  not  what  is  fo  often- 
five  to'  out  fmell,  be  much  more  fo 
to  theirs  ?  We  often  feC  them  alight 
and  remain  on  cabbage-plants  : 
but  who  ever  faw  them  on  a  bulk 
of  green  eider  ?■ 

laughable  as  this  .  experiment 
feems  to"  be,  Xy  Tall  year,  deter¬ 
mined  to  try  it.— Accordingly  I 
took  fome  young  elder-bufhes,  the 
Items  of  which  X  held  inclofed  in 
a  paper,  that  ray  hands  might  not 
fbink  of  it,  and  whipped  the  cab¬ 
bage  plants  Well  with  it,  (but  fo 
gently  as  not  to  hurt  the  plants)1 
juft:  as  the  butterflies  firft  appear¬ 
ed.  After  this,  I  never  faw  a 
butterfly  come  on  them  ;  nGr  was 
there,  L  believe,  a  fingle  cater-- 
pillar  blown  on  any  of  the  plants 
fo  whipped,  during  the  reftdue  of 
the  feafon.  I  could  often  obferve 
the  butterflies  fluttering  and  ho¬ 
vering  round  the  plants,  (like 
gnomes  or  fylphs)  but  never  alight 
on  them  :  although  another  bed  of 
cabbage-plants,  in  the  fame  gar¬ 
den,  which  had  not  been  whip¬ 
ped,-  was  infefted,  and  eat  by  the 
caterpillars,,  as  this  had  ufually 
been.  I  have  tried  thc  fame  expe¬ 
riment.  again  this  year,  doubting 
not  but  to' have  the  fame  fuccefs 

find 
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and  T  fhall  be  happy,  if,  (from  its 
fimplicity)  your  Society  fhould  not 
think  it  beneath  their  notice,  but 
take  it  under  their  patronage. 

Reflecting  on  the  effects  of  this 
experiment,  and  the  caufe  which 
produced  them  ;  and  thinking, 
that  blights  are  chiefly  and  gene¬ 
rally  occafioned  by  filial  1  flies^,  and 
minute  infeCts,  and  that  their  ol- 
faftory  nerves  are  as  much  fupe- 
rior  in  delicacy  to  butterflies,  as 
they  are  inferior  in  fize,  I  whipped 
the  limbs  of  a  wall  plumb-tree, 
when  in  full  bloifom,  as  high  as  I 
could  reach,  with  a  bufti  ol  young 
elder,  whofe  leaves  I  had  bruifed, 
that  the  effluvia  might  be  the 
ftronger,  and  fo  as  not  to  hurt  the 
bloftom.  The  effects  produced  by 
this  whipping  are,  that  the  leaves 
of  thefe  limbs  are  very  green, 
jfreih,  fmooth,  and  flourifbing : 
the  fruit  has  fet  very  fair,  thick, 
and  thriving  ;  and  there  is  not  the 
lead  appearance  of  a  blight  on  any 
of  the  limbs  fo  whipped  :  while 
thofe  not  Ax  inches  higher,  and 
from  thence  to  the  top  of  the  tree, 
are  blighted,  and  fhrivelled  up  as 
ufual  ;  and,  as  thofe  of  this  tree 
had  been  for  feveral  years  paft  ; 
and  not  cne  third  fo  much  fruit  fet 
on  the  unwhipped  part,  as  on  the 
limbs  whipped  :  though  the  blof- 
fom  was  equal  :  and  there  is  more 
fruit  promising  to  ripen  this  fum- 
mer,  on  the  two  limbs  whipped, 
than  has  been  on  the  whole  tree 
for  three  years  paft. — 1  have  fince 
endeavoured  to  reftore  one  of  the 
blighted  ftioots,  by  whipping  the 
leaves,  and  tying  up  a  twig  of 
elder  among  them  5  which  hath, 
in  part,  had  the  defired  effect,  by 
the  often ftve  effluvia  driving  away 
the  flies.— By  this  means,  thofe 
Jeajes  have  revived,  which  v/ere 
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not  abfolutely  rolled  up  in  a 
fcrowl,  where  the  infe&s  are  out 
of  harnfls  way,  and  the  fmell  of 
the  elder. — I  have  tried  the  like 
experiment  on  another  tree  with 
the  like  fuccefs. 

T  his  has  fuggefted  a  thought, 
whether  an  elder-plant,  now  ef- 
teenied  noxious  and  often  five,  may 
not  be  one  day  feen  planted  with, 
and  entwining  its  branches  among 
fruit-trees,  in  order  to  preferve 
the  fruits. 

1  ftruck  over  a  bed  of  young 
cauliflower-plants,  which  had  been 
bit,  and  ahnoft  deftroyed  by  in¬ 
fers,  (either  fleas,  or  flies)  with 
an  elder-bufh  :  fince  which,  they 
do  not  appear  to  have  been  touch¬ 
ed,  or  hurt,  but  are  recovering 
apace:  and  I  promife  myfelf,  they 
will  not  be  infeited  again  with  any 
fort  of  infedts,  unlefs  fome  can  be 
difcover.ed  fond  of  living  cfn  elder- 
leaves. 

This  circumftance  has  determin¬ 
ed  me  to  try  the  following  experi¬ 
ment  on  a  crop  of  young  turneps, 
(which  I  am  about  to  till.)  When 
they  come  up  to  the  height  at 
which  they  are  ufually  eat,  and 
greatly  damaged  by  infetta  of  fome 
kind  or  other,  (either  flies  or  fleas) 
1  intend  to  let  a  man  draw  a  bufli 
or  two  of  elder,  fpread  fo  as  to 
cover  the  breadth  of  a  ridge  at 
once,  up  and  down  fmoothly  over 
the  young  turneps ;  and  I  have 
•little  doubt  of  their  being  effectu¬ 
ally  preferved. 

Crops  of  wheat,  I  flatter  my¬ 
felf,  may  be  preferved,  in  like 
manner,  from  what  the  farmers 
call  the  yellows ,  and  other  like 
accidents,  which  they  confider  as  a 
kind  of  mildew  ;  but  which  is  in 
fact  (as  1  have  no  doubt  but  you 
well  know)  occafioned  bv  a  fmall 
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fly,  that  blows  in  the  ear  of  the 
corn  }  and  produces  a  worm  al- 
mo  ft  invifibie  to  the  naked  eye, 
but  appearing  through  a  micro- 
(cope  a  large  yellow  maggot,  of 
the  colour  and  glofs  of  amber, 
with  eggs  like  a  very  fine  yellow 
powder. — -Was  a  perfon  to  draw 
an  elder-bufh  lightly  up  and  down 
over  a  ridge  of  corn,  when  the 
ears  are  firft  formed,  and  before 
thofe  flies  have  blown,  I  have  little 
or  no  doubt,  but  the  parent  infects 
would  be  effectually  deterred,  and 
prevented  from  pitching  their  tents 
in  fo  noxious  a  fituation. 

As  thefe  thoughts,  and  the  length 
I  have  extended  them  to,  in  a  va¬ 
riety  of  other  cafes  in  my  own 
imagination,  have  afforded  me 
fome  pleafure,  I  truth  you  will 
pardon  my  troubling  you  with 
them, — when  I  allure  you,  that, 
though  the  bafis  of  this  fubject  is 
only  a  Ample  bulb  of  (linking 
elder,  yet  the  communication  of 
it  is  meant  as  a  proof  of  that  re- 
fpeCt,  which,  as  a  member  of  the 
community,  I  owe  to  fo  truly 
laudable  an  inftituiion,  and  is  in¬ 
tended  (however  it  may  be  re¬ 
ceived)  pro  bono  publics. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  mod  humble  fervant, 

Chris.  Gullett. 
Taviftock,  Devon, 

4  June,  1771. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  fore¬ 
going  account,  S  have  obferved, 
that  the  fame  caufe  is  the  deftruc- 
fion  of  great  part  of  our  apple- 
bloffom ;  and,  could  the  above 
method  of  whipping  our  apple- 
trees  take  place,  I  have  little  or 
no  doubt  of  its  contributing  effen- 
tiallv  to  the  increafe  of  our  cyder- 
bearings.  For,  allured  by  the 


fragrancy  of  the  apple-bloflom,  or 
guided  by  inftinCt,  or  both,  not 
only  a  fmall  black  fly  produces 
fwarms  of  young  ones  in  the  leaves, 
which  contract,  fbrivel,  and  blight 
them :  but  they,  or  fome  other 
flies,  blow  alfo  into  the  bloflbm, 
which  produces  a  white  maggot, 
in  confequence  of  which,  the 
bloflbm  is  contracted,  fhuts  itfelf 
clofe  round  the  worm,  and  forms 
a  complete  covering  to  it,  like  a 
fihell  ;  where  it  continues  devour¬ 
ing  the  heart  of  the  bloffom  till 
that  is  effectually  deftroyed,  and 
turned  to  a  yellowifh  red  colour, 
like  a  dried  dock-leaf. 

Mr.  Gullet's  fecond  Letter  on 
Blights* 

S  1  R, 

YOUR  obliging  letter,  of  the 
20th  inftant,  in  confequence  of 
mine  of  the  4th  ultimo,  gives  me 
pleafure,  as  well  as  confers  an  ho¬ 
nour  upon  me,  which  I  was  ap¬ 
prehensive  the  fimplicity  of  my" 
fubjedl  would  fcarcely  entitle  me 
to  ;  and  therefore  demands,  and 
you  have  my  thanks,  Sir,  for  the 
early  notice  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  take  of  it,  and  your  promife  of 
laying  it  before  the  Society. — I 
was,  and  llili  am  doubtful,  whe¬ 
ther  you  meant  to  have  an  imme¬ 
diate  anlwer  to  your  queries,  or 
at  any  time  before  your  next  meet- 
in  g  in  Odtober :  but  concluded 
upon  the  whole,  it  was  better  to 
err  in  (hewing  my  over-readinefs, 
than  the  lead  backwardnefs  to 
enter  on  a  correfpondence  with  fo 
worthy  a  Society  of  literati,  which 
would  do  me  fo  much  honour  ; 
more  effentially,  as  I  think  with 
you,  that  the  fubjeCt  under  confi- 
deration  may  be  of  public  utility  ; 

wiwch 
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which  I  confidcr  as  the  bafis  of 
your  inftitution,  and  which  fhould 
animate  every  individual  to  en¬ 
courage  it.  Therefore,  as  the 
poor  w.dow  threw  her  mite  of 
money  into  the  public  treafury  of 
pichcs,  fo  do  1  mv  mite  of  obfer- 
vation  into  your  Society,  the  pub¬ 
lic  treafury  of  uleful  arts,  and  the 
great  promoter  of  commerce  :  and 
which  has  fo  largely  contributed 
to  that  afcendency  this  kingdom  is 
gaining  over  the  reft  of  Europe  in 
thefe  feveral  branches, 

The  elder  i  made  ufe  of  was  the 
fambucus  frutfu  in  umbella  nipro, 
the  common  hedge-elder.  But 
then  it  was  folely  of  the  young 
fhoots  of  this  laft  fpring,  which,  at 
that  time,  fmelled  much  ftronger, 
and  more  offenfive  than  they  do  at 
prefent,  when  arrived  at  their 
hlolfoming  feal'on.  For  the  rind, 
,o,r  outer  (kin,  of  the  (Foots  of 
this  year,  is  now  much  thicker 
than  when  I  ufed  them  ;  and  con¬ 
sequently  lefs  permeable  to  the 
juices,  which  are  now  become 
more  vifcid,  beginning  to  loie 
their  fluidity,  and  to  acquire  an 
arborical  quality.  The  large  ftems 
of  elder,  which  are  covered  with 
a  thick  rough  cortex,  do  not,  I 
apprehend,  give  any  Strong  fmell : 
and  the  expreflions  in  my  former 
letter  were  meant  to  be  confined 
folely  to  young  elder  twigs,  or 
(Foots  of  this  fpring  only.  The 
dwarf  kind  of  elder,  mentioned 
in  your  letter,  which  botanifts,  1 
apprehend,  call  ebulusy  being  more 
offenfive  than  the  young  fhoots  of 
common  elder,  inuft  undoubtedly 
be  much  preferable  to  it  ;  by  fo 
much,  as  the  fmell  is  more  offen¬ 
five.  Since  all  the  virtues  I  attri¬ 
buted  to  elder,  are  derived  merely 
from  the  ftrong,  ill-flavoured,  dis¬ 
agreeable  effluvia  it  emits: - of 
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which,  I  apprehend,  it  lofes  con- 
fiderably,  the  nearer  it  approaches 
to  its  blofloming  ftate  ;  as  the 
bloffom  in  particular  fcarce  re¬ 
tains  any  of  the  genuine  flavour. 
I  do  remember  to  have  feen  the 
ebulus. 

Since  my  laft  letter,  I  have 
been  informed  of  the  following 
faff,  which  feems  to  coro borate 
my  hypothefis,  viz.  that,  when 
this,  county  was  infefted  with  fuch 
fwarms  of  cock-chafers,  or  oak- 
webs,  about  eight  or  nine  years 
ago,  in  many  parillies,  like  the 
Egyptian  locufts,  they  eat  up  eve¬ 
ry  green  thing,  but  elder  ;  and 
there  was  fcarce  a  green  leaf  left, 
unlefs  on  the  elder-buiFes.  I  have 
been  credibly  allured,,  that  they 
remained  untouched,  amidft  the 
general  devaftation  ;  which  can 
only,  I  think,  be  accounted  for 
from  their  unpalatablenefs,  which 
myft  certainly  be  great,  to  occa- 
fion  their  efcaping  fo  voracious  a 
multitude. 

As  the  farm  I  keep  in  hand  is 
at  fome  diftance  from  this  town, 
I  ordered  my  hind  to  be  fure  to 
draw  an  elder-bufF  over  the  wheat 
fields,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  laft, 
as  foon  as  the  corn  was  eared,  and 
before  it  began  to  bloffom  :  but 
the  very  dry,  hot  weather,  bring¬ 
ing  >on  the  corn  fooner  than  was 
expected,  I  was  furprifed,  and 
greatly  vexed,  on  taking  a  ride 
thither  one  day,  to  find  it  got, 

and  getting  into  fine  bloffom. - 

I,  however,  ordered,  and  accord- 
ingly  next  morning,  at  day  break, 
two  fervants  went  with  two  elder 
bufhes  on  each  fide  the  ridge, 
from  end  to  end,  and  io  back 
again  ;  and  cl  rev/  them  over  fuch 
of  the  fields  as  were  net  got  too 
far  in  bloffom.  Thefe  I  examined 
laft  week,  and  found  pretty  clear 
I  4  of 
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of  the  yellows,  much  more  fo  than 
thofe  which  were  not  elder-ftruck. 
And  I  diave  little  doubt,  but  that, 
had  the  operation  been  performed 
fooner,  it  woiild  have  totally  pre¬ 
vented  their  being  at  all  touched. 
But  the  evening  before  they  were 
ft  ruck,  in  going  through  the  fields, 
and  looking  attentively  at  the  ears 
of  corn,  I  difcovered  vaft  numbers 
of  the  flies,  which  occafton  the 
damage,  already  on  the  corn,  fe- 
ven  or  eight  flies  on  a  Angle  ear. 
Therefore  I  have  no  doubt,  but 
that  the  e'ggs  of  the  yellows,  which 
are  there  now,  were  lodged  before 
the  corn  was  ftruck  with  the  elder: 
as  prevention,  and  not  cure,  is  all 
to  be  expected  from  the  operation, 
—I  took  notice  of  the  manner  of 
the  flies.  They  are  about  the 
fize  of  gnats,  with  a  yellow  body, 
and  bluifli  wings,  depoflting  their 
eggs  ;  which  they  do  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  hulk  of  the  ear,  about 
the  upper,  or  middle  part  of  the 
hulk:  from  whence,  I  fuppofe, 
they  defcend  into  the  hulk  by  the 
next  fhowers  of  rain,  or  dews. 
One  fly  in  particular  I  faw  lay  a 
great  number  of  eggs,  after  the 
rate  of  about  one  e’gg  every  fecond 
of  time,  till  at  length  I  caught  her 
by  the  wing  ;  and,  in  carrying  her 
acrofs  three  or  four  ridges,  I 
thought  I  perceived  fomething  on 
my  thumb,  which  I  took  up,  and, 
on  viewing  it  through  a  pocket 
microfcope,  found  it  to  be  at  leaft 
eight  or  ten  eggs,  of  an  oval  form, 
which  fhe  had  laid  in  that  time, 
and  which  I  preferved  for  fome 
time,  and  fhewed  to  feveral  people. 
—Judge  then  of  their  fecundity. 
—As  a  further  proof  of  which,  I 
will  inform  you,  that  the  day  I  re¬ 
ceived  your  letter,  1  examined  fome 
yorns  of  one  ear,  and  found  the 
following  numbers  of  living  yellow 


GISTER,  1782: 

maggots,  or  infers,  in  the  hufk  of 
one  Angle  grain,  viz.  in  the  firft 
corn  fifteen,  in  the  fecond  nine¬ 
teen,  in  the  third  twenty-nine,  and 
in  the  fourth  forty-one.— So  large 
a  number  as  forty-one  infe&s  in 
one  fingle  grain,  feems  fufficient  to 
1  cat  up  all  the  corn  in  a  whole  ear  ; 
and  we  m.uft  fuppofe,  either  that, 
like  the  northern  nations  of  old, 
or  modern  Arabs,  when  they  have 
confumed  all  their  old  flock,  they 
decamp  in  fearch  of  more;  or  that 
they  are  flarved  and  peri  Hied  in 
their  citadel.  This  laft  feems  the 
mofl  likely  :  as,  firft,  it  appears 
difficult  for  them  to  get  out }  and, 
next,  fhould  fuch  innumerable 
multitudes  all  furvive,  or  did 
not  innumerable  multitudes  perifli, 
they  would  threaten  us  with  ait 
entire  deftruCtion  of  the  next 
wheat  harveft. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for 
the  opportunity  you  have  afforded 
me  of  repeating  my  refpefls  for 
your  laudable  Society,  and  fub- 
fcribing  inyfelf,  as  with  great  truth 

1  am, 

Your  obliged, 

and  obedient  fervant. 

Chris.  Gullett. 

Taviftock, 

2  7  July>  1 7 7  * » 


Difco’very  of  the  Confrudion  of  a 
Machine  for  preventing  the  ill 
Fffeds  of  the  Fumes  of  Mercury 
riftng  in  the  operation  of  Water  - 
gilding  upon  Silver ,  Copper ,  and 
other  Metals ;  by  Mr.  J.  Hills. 

To  the  Prefident  and  Members  of 
the  Society  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Arts. 

My  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

T  I  H  O  U  G  H  T  it  neceflary,  at 
*  the  introducing  of  the  Model, 

which 


r  2i 


USEFUL  PROJECTS. 


which  I  hope  will  he  found  a  pre¬ 
ventive  againft  the  ill  efte&s  of 
Mercury  in  Water-gilding,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  explain  its  ufe,  as  fol¬ 
lows  — 

The  injury  received,  is  at  the 
time  the  work  remains  out  of  the 
fire,  from  which  arifes  a  vifible 
vapour  impregnated  with  the 
grofled  part  of  Mercury,  which, 
for  want  of  proper  conveyance, 
the  workman  mud  inevitably  re¬ 
ceive  each  time  he  breathes:  to 
prevent  thofe  ill  effects,  I  have 
contrived  a  pair  of  bellows,  which 
immediately  draw  the  effluvia  that 
would  otherwile  dilperfe  about 
him.  The  tin  receiver,  in  which 
runs  a  tube  from  the  bottom  of  the 
bellows,  is  to  receive  that  part  of 
the  vapour  which  the  valve  of  the 
bellows  repels  every  time  it  goes 
down.  This  is  made  of  tin,  but 
would  be  found  more  efficacious 
if  made  of  common  copper,  gilt 
on  the  infide  with  leaf-gold,  by 
reafon  of  the  mercury  adhering 
thereto.  It  is  perhaps  proper  to 
mention,  what  otherwife  may  be 
thought  an  inconveniance,  name¬ 
ly,  the  blowing  of  the  bellows, 
which  may  be  done  at  any  time  by 
a  boy  :  but  as  it  is  not  fo  labo¬ 
rious  as  the  treading  of  a  turner, 
and  many  other  ways  of  bufinefs, 
perfons  fo  inclined  may  work  them 
with  a  ftirrup,  without  other  af- 
fiftance,  and  will  find  great  bene¬ 
fit  by  the  moderate  perfpiralion  ft 
will  in  courfe  bring  on  :  to  which 
a  farther  precaution  might  be 
added,  that,  if  the  workman 
chufes,  he  may  put  a  piece  of  gold 
in  his  mouth  and  noftrils ;  but 
every  continued  obfinnftion  to 
breathing  in  the  manner  that  na¬ 
ture  has  ordered,  mull  prove  de¬ 
trimental  to  the  ccnftitution ; 


therefore,  upon  the  whole,  I  dif- 
approve  of  fuch  pratt ice*.  The 
glafs,  which  I  have  made  to  take 
off  and  bring  on,  as  occalion  re¬ 
quires,  will  f upply  them.  I  have 
ft  ill  added  one  of  a  different  make, 
on  a  plan  which  I  think  in  the 
largeft  fort  of  work  will  be  found 
moll  effectual  ;  a  draught  of  which 
I  have  annexed  to  the  model,  and 
will  here  briefly  deicribe.  It  is  a 
frame  glazed  to  go  all  round  the 
tin  receiver,  and  come  down  as 
low  as  the  perfon’s  lap  ;  two  holes 
with  valves,  made  of  leather,  re¬ 
ceive  the  arms,  and  will  not  be 
iound  inconvenient  in  working, 
by  reafon  that  the  Hurt  fleeves  are 
then  always  up.— Having  thus  far 
defcribed  the  principal  parts  of 
this  model,  fhall  leave  it  to  your 
better  judgment  ;  and  if  approved, 
will  give  great  pleafure  and  fatif- 
fa&ion  to, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  .. 

humble  fervant 

J.  Hills. 

Rofamond’s  Row,  Clerken- 
well,  Dec*  9th,  1773. 

Explanation. 

To  give  a  diftintt  idea  of  this 
invention,  a  more  circumftantiai 
defcription  muff  be  attempted  * 
and  the  intended  application  be¬ 
ing  therewith  likewife  ihewn,  a 
better  judgment  of  its  utility  may¬ 
be  formed.  It  is  generally  un- 
derllood,  that  the  gilder  is  placed 
before  an  open  furnace  or  railed 
fire-place,  putting  in  and  taking 
out  alternately  the  pieces  of  metal 
that  are  gilding.  The  memorial 
points  out,  that  the  injury-  re¬ 
ceived  is  during  the  time  the  work 
is  out  of  the  fire.— -The  reafon  of 
that  is  obvious 3  the  workman  ii 
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then  bruffiing,  or  laying  on  more 
amalgama,  holding  the  piece  al- 
moft  under  his  nofe ;  and  as  a 
fmall  degree  of  heat  raifes  mercury 
into  fumes,  it  readily  occurs,  that 
the  heat  of  the  metal  forms  that 
noxious  vapour  which  he  receives 
into  his  lungs  every  time  he 
breathes,  unlefs  it  be  diverted  by 
iome  current  of  air ;  and  then  its 
baneful  effeCt:  may,  in  a  lefs  de¬ 
gree,  fpread  in  the  room,  ftill  be 
felt  by  him  and  thofe  who  are 
obliged  to  he  with  him. — To  re¬ 
move  all  that  mifchief,  the  inven¬ 
tor  has  thought  of  collecting  the 
noxious  vapour  together,  and  con¬ 
veying  it  direCtly  up  into  the  chim¬ 
ney. — To  do  this  he  has  contrived 
a  funnel  fixed  againff  the  bread:  of 
the' chimney,  over  the  fpot  where 
this  work  is  held  during  the  ope¬ 
ration,  and  from  which  the  fumes 
muff  rife  into  it.  This  funnel, 
or  receiver,  as  he  calls  it,  is,  as 
to  fhape,  like  a  common,  wide, 
flatted,  tin  tube,  with  a  joint  or 
return  in  the  upper  part,  carried 
through  the  brick-work  into  the 
due,  as  a  channel  of  conveyance 
into  the  chimney :  but  the  afcent 
of  the  vapour  being  flow  and  un¬ 
certain,  without  a  draught  of  air 
to  lead  it  up,  he  hath  farther 
contrived  a  tin  pipe,  one  end  of 
which  is  fixed  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  funnel ;  and  the  other  in  the 
valve  or  draught-hole  of  a  large 
fized  bellows,  reding  upon  the 
upper  part  or  returning  joint  of 
the  funnel,  and  having  its  nozel 
led  (over  the  funnel)  through  the 
brick  work  into  the  due. — The 
effeCt  of  thofe  bellows  is  to  draw 
up,  and  force  the  floating  fumes 
into  the  chimney ;  and  that  is 
obtained  by  the  operator’s  work¬ 
ing  them  with  hjs  foot,  by  means 


of  a  line  fattened  to  the  upper 
handle  of  the  bellows,  and  carried 
over  a  pulley  fkrewed  into  the 
ceiling,  or  into  a  piece  of  wood 
projecting  from  the  chimney,  and 
thence  brought  down  and  tied  to 
a  ftirrup,  with  which  it  is  moved 
up  and  down  like  a  treadle.-— 
Another  part  of  the  invention,  is 
a  glazed  frame  or  window-fadi, 
placed  between  the  operator  and 
his  work,  to  fkreen  him  from  the 
approach  of  the  noxious  fumes; 
it  is  either  draight,  and  of  the 
breath  of  a  chimney,  without  a 
return,  and  made  to  Hide  up  and 
down ;  or  elle,  as  he  lays,  for 
large  work,  made  circular,,  and 
of  a  fize  to  encompals  the  funnel, 
and  clofe  againft  the  corners  of 
the  chimney  ;  and  then,  inftead  of 
a  Aiding  part,  to  have  in  front, 
two  of  the  fquares  not  glazed,  but 
lined  with  leather  fleeves  for  the 
arms  to  pafs  through  to  the  work  ; 
which,  by  either  of  thofe  modes 
of  prevention,  he  affures,  may  be 
done  without  hurt  to  the  health 
of  the  operator. 

The  fubjeCt  of  the  memorial, 
and  the  invention  difclofed  by  th§ 
model,  being  taken  into  confide- 
ration,  the  Society  refolved,  that 
a  machine  of  a  proper  fize  for  a 
common  chimney  fhould  he  con- 
ftruCted  at  their  expence:  and  Mr. 
Platts,  a  workman  in  the  water¬ 
gilding  way,  bein§-  found  willing 
to  make  the  trial,  the  machine 
was  put  up  in  his  room ;  and  a 
day  being  fixed,  feveral  members 
of  the  Society  went  to  fee  its  effeCt, 
and  reported,  that  they  had  not 
felt  any  of  the,  fo  called,  fweet 
vapour,  during  the  operation  : 
after  which  the  following  letter 
was  received  by  the  Secretary. 

To 
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To  Mr.  More. 

S  I  R, 


HAVING  been  informed,  it 
was  neceflary  that  I  ihould  deliver 
my  opinion  of  the  machine  for 
preventing  the  ill  effects  of  mer¬ 
cury  in  water-gilding ;  I  have  the 
pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  I 
have  made  ufe  of  it  ever  fince  the 
trial,  and  wifh  I  had  been  fo  hap¬ 
py  as  to  have  had  the  ufe  of  fuch 
an  invention  twenty  year's  ago  ;  I 
make  no  doubt  but  1  fhould  have 
been  free  from  the  diforder  I  have 
fo  long  laboured  under.  As  the 
gentlemen  have  been  fo  indulgent 
as  to  favour  me  with  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  experiencing  thefe  ialutary 
cffefts,  I  fhall  from  gratitude  be 
ready  to  inform  every  perfon  of 
the  conftrudtion  of  the  machine, 
as  far  as  lies  in  my  power. 

I  am,  Sir, 

your  humble  fervant, 

M.  Platts. 

Upon  the  confirmed  report,  and 
the  additional  circumftance  of 
cheafnefs  and  ftmplicity  of  confl  ruc¬ 
tion ,  recommended  in  the  adver- 
tifement  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
health  of  poor  workmen,  it  was  re- 
folved,  that  the  candidate,  Mr. 
7.  Hills ,  was  juftly  entitled  to  the 
Premium,  being  twenty  guineas, 
offered  for  difeovering  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  an  effectual  method  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  ill  effe&s  in  Water¬ 
gilding  Silver,  Copper,  or  other 
Metals. 

N.  JB.  Mr.  Hills ,  originally  a 
Seal-engraver,  fince  moved  to 
No.  b2,  Berwick-ftrect,  Soho, 
keeps  a  fhop  of  Natural  and  Ar¬ 
tificial  Curiofities  ;  and  of  Glafs 
ftained  by  his  particular  invention. 


Account  of  the  Ufefulnefs  of  <wafh~ 
infr  the  Stems  of  Ttees.  By  Mr, 
Robert  Marfham,  of  Stratton, 
F.  R.  S.  From  the  Philoso¬ 
phical  Tranfattions,  voL  lxxi. 
part  2 . 

TH  E  following  account  is  a 
kind  of  poftfeript  to  my 
letter  to  Dr.  Mofs,  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  1775,  which 
the  Royal  Society  did  me  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  publifh  in  the  Philolophi- 
cal  Tranfa&ions  in  1777.  In  that 
I  fhewed  how  much  a  beech  in- 
creafed  upon  its  ftem  being  cleaned 
and  wafhed ;  and  in  this  I  fhall 
fhew,  that  the  benefit  of  cleaning 
the  ftem  continues  ieveral  years  : 
for  the  beech  which  I  wafhed  in 
1775  has  increafed  in  the  five 
years  fince  the  wafhing  eight  in¬ 
ches  and  fix-tenths,  or  above  an 
inch  and  feven-tenths  yearly  ;  and 
the  aggregate  of  nine  unwafhed 
beeches  of  the  fame  age  does  not 
amount  to  one  inch  and  three- 
tenths  yearly  to  each  tree.  In 
1776  I  wafhed  another  beech  (of 
the  fame  age,  <viz.  ieed  in  174.1); 
and  the  increafe  in  four  years  fince 
the  wafhing  is  nine  inches  and 
two-tenths,  or  two  inches  and 
three-tenths  yearly,  when  the  ag¬ 
gregate  of  nine  unwafhed  beeches 
amounted  to  but  one  inch  and 
three-tenths  and  a  half.  In  1776 
I  wafhed  an  oak  which  I  planted 
in  1720,  which  has  increaled  in 
the  four  years  fince  wafhing  feven 
inches  and  two-tenths,  and  the 
aggregate  of  three  oaks  planted 
the  fame  year,  (viz.  all  I  mea- 
fured)  amounted  to  but  one  inch 
yearly  to  each  tree:  In  1779  l 
wafhed  another  beech  of  the  fame 
age,  and  the  increafe  in  1780  was 

three 
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three  inches,  when  the  aggregate 
of  fifteen  unwafhed  beeches  was 
not  full  fifteen  inches  and  fix- 
tenths,  or  not  one  inch  and  half 
a  tenth  to  each  tree  ;  yet  moft  of 
thefe  trees  grew  on  better  land 
than  that  which  was  wailied.  But 
I  apprehend  the  whole  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  increafe  in  the  two  la  fir 
experiments  'fhould  not  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  wafhing:  for  in  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1778  I  had  greafy  pond 
mud  fpread  round  home  favourite 
trees,  as  far  as  I  fuppofed  their 
roots  extended ;  and  although 
fome  trees  d  d  not  fhow  to  have 
received  any  benefit  from  the  mud, 
yet  others  did,  that  is,  an  oak 
increafed  half  an  inch,  and  a  beech 
three-tenths,  above  their  ordinary 
growth.  Now  though  the  beech 
gained  but  three- tenths,  yet,  per¬ 
haps,  that  may  not  be  enough  to 
allow  for  the  mud  ;  for  the  fum¬ 
mer  of  1779  was  the  moft  ungenia! 
to  the  growth  of  trees  of  any  fince 
I  have  meaiured  them ;  fome  not 
gaining  half  their  ordinary  growth, 
and  the  aggregate  increafe  of  all 
the  unwafhed  and  unmudded  trees 
that  I  meafured  (ninety-three  in 
number  of  various  kinds)  was  in 

1779  but  fix  feet  five  inches  and 
feven-tenths,  or  feventy  {’even  in¬ 
ches  and  feven-tenths,  which  gives 
but  eight-tenths  and  about  one- 
third  to  each  tree  j  when  in  1778 
(a  very  dry  fummer  in  Norfolk) 
they  increafed  feven  feet  and  nine- 
tenths,  or  near  eighty-five  inches, 
which  gives  above  nine-tenths  to 
each  tree  :  and  this  fummer  of 

1780  being  alfo  very  dry,  yet  the 
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aggregate  increafe  was  above  half 
an  inch  more  than  in  1778.  But 
the  beft  increafe  of  thefe  three 
years  is  low,  as  there  are  but 
twenty  of  the  ninety-three  trees 
•that  were  not  planted  by  me,  and 
greater  increafe  is  reafonablv  ex¬ 
pected  in  young  than  old  trees  ; 
yet  I  have  an  oak  now  two  hun¬ 
dred  years  old  *  (1780),  which  is 
fix, teen  feet  and  five  inches  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  or  one  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  inches  rn  two  hun¬ 
dred  years.  But  this  oak  cannot 
properly  be  called  old.  The  an¬ 
nual  increafe  cf  very  old  trees  is 
hardly  meafurable  with  a  firing, 
as  the  flighted  change  of  the  air 
will  affeCt  the  firing  more  than  a 
year’s  growth.  The  largeft  trees 
that  I  have  meafured  are  fo  far 
from  me,  that  I  have  had  no  op¬ 
portunity  of  meafuring  them  a 
fecond  time,  except  the  oak  near 
the  honourable  Mr.  Legge-s  Lodge 
in  Holt  Foreft,  which  does  not 
fhow  to  be  hollow.  In  1759  I 
found  it  was,  at  feven  feet  (for  a 
large  fwelling  rendered  it  unfair 
to  meafure  at  five  or  fix  feet)  a 
trifle  above  thirty-four  feet  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  in  1778  I  found 
it  had  not  increafed  above  half  an 
inch  in  nineteen  years.  This  more 
entire  remain  of  longevity  merits 
fome  regard  from  the  lovers  of 
trees,  as  well  as  the  hollow  oak 
at  Cowthorpe  in  Yorkfhire,  which 
Dr.  Hunter  gives  an  account  of  lit 
his  edition  of  Evelyn’s  Sylva,  and 
calls  it  forty-eight  feet  round  at 
three  feet.  I  did  not  meafure  it 
fo  low ;  but  in  1768  I  found  it,  at 


*  I  cannot  miftake  in  the  age  of  this  oak,  as  I  have  the  deed  between  my 
aneedor  Robert  Marfham  and  the  Copyhold  Tenants  of  his  Manor  of  Stratton, 
dated  May  20,  1580,  upon  his  then  iudofing  iorue  of  his  wade  ;  and  the  abuttal 
is  ckar. 

'  four 
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four  feet,  forty  feet  and  fix  inches ; 
and  at  five  feet,  thirty-fix  feet  and 
fix  inches  ;  and  at  fix  feet,  thirty- 
two  feet  and  one  inch.  Now,  al¬ 
though  this  oak  is  larger  near  the 
earth  than  that  in  Hampfhire, 
yet  it  diminifhes  much  more  fud- 
denly  in  girt,  viz,  eight  feet  and 
five  inches  in  two  feet  of  height 
(I  reckon  by  my  own  meafures,  as 
I  took  pains  to  be  exaft).  Sup- 
pbfe  the  diminution  continues  a- 
bout  this  rate  (for  I  did  not  mea- 
iure  fo  high)  then  at  feven  feet  it 
will  be  about  .twenty-eight  feet  in 
circumference',  and  the  bottom 
fourteen  feet  contain  fix  hundred 
and  eighty-fix  feet  round  or  buy¬ 
ers  meafure,  or  feventeen  ton  arid 
fix  feet ;  and  fourteen  feet  length 
of  the  Hampfhire  oak  is  one  thou-' 
fand  and  feven  feet,  or  twenty-five 
ton  and'  feven  feet,  that  is,'  three 
hundred  arid  twenty-One  feet  more' 
than  the  Yorkffdre  oak,  though 
that  is  fuppofed  by  many  people 
the  greateft  oak  in  England.-  ■ 

I  am  unwilling  to  conclude  this 
account  of  waihing  the  ftems  of 
trees  without  obferving,  that  all* 
the  ingredients  of  vegetation  unit¬ 
ed,  which  are  received  from  the 
roots,  ftem,  branches,  and  leaves' 
Of  a  mofly  and  dirty  tree,  do  not 
produce  half  the  increafe  that1 
another  gains  whofe  item  is  clean 

o 

to  the  head  only,  and  th&t  not 
ten  feet  in  height.  Is  it  iiot  clear 
that  this  greater  ftate  of  nourish¬ 
ment  cannot  come  from  rain  ?  for 
the  dirty  hem  will  retain  the  moif- 
ture  longer  than  when  clean,  arid 
-W  nourishment  drawn  from  the 
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roots,  and  imbibed  by  the  branch¬ 
es  and  leaves,  muft  be  the  fame 
to  both  trees.  Then  muft  not  the 
great  Share  of  vegetative  ingredi¬ 
ents  be  conveyed,  in  dew  ?  May 
not  the  mofs  and  dirt  abiorb  the 
fineft  parts  of  the  dew  ?  aiid  may 
they  not  aft  as  a  kind  of  fkreen, 
and  deprive  the  tree  of  that  fhare 
of  air  and  fun  which  it  Requires  ? 
To  develope  this  myfterious  ope¬ 
ration  df  nature  would  be  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  moft  ingenious,  and 
the  plain  fact  may  afford  pleafure 
to  the  owners  of  young  trees ;  for 
if  their  growth  may  be  increafed 
by  cleaning  their  ftems  once  in" 
five  or  fix  years  (and  perhaps  they 
will  not  require  it  fo  often)  if  the 
increafe  is  but  Half  an  inch  yearly 
above  the  ordinary  growth,  it  will 
greatly  over-pay  for  the  trouble, 
betides’ the  pleafure  of  feeing  the 
tree  more  ^fiouriftiing.  Although 
the  extra  increafe  of  my  firft 
wafhed  beech  was  but  four-tenths 
of  ari  inch,-  the  fecond  was  nine- 
tenths  and  a  half,  and  the  third 
near  two  inches,  fo  the  aggregate 
extra  increafe  is  above  one  inch 
and  one-tenth  yearly  j  and  the  in¬ 
creafe  of  the  oak  is  eight-tenths. 
But  calling  it  only  half  an  inch, 
then  fix  years  wili  produce  above 
five  cubic  feet  of  timber,  as  the 
dak  is  eight  feet  round,  and  above 
twenty  feet  long,  and  fixpenee 
will  pay  for  the  waffling,  fo  there 
remains  nine  (hillings  and  fixpenee 
dear  gain  in  fix  years. 

Stratton, 

Oft  1780. 


A  N  Ti- 
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Same  Account  of  Lichfield,  and  its 
Cathedral ;  extended  from  Pen¬ 
nants  Journey  front  Cheiter  to 
London, 

Lichfield  is  a  place  of 

Saxon  origin,  and  owes  its 
rife  to  Ceadda,  or  Chad,  the  great 
faint  of  Mercia.  I  omit  the  le¬ 
gend  of  the  thoufand  Chridians, 
difciples  of  St.  Amphibolus,  that 
were  martyred  here  under  Diode- 
fian;  or  the  three  kings  {lain  at 
this  place  in  battle,  as  fculptured 
over  the  town-hall.  I  take  up  its 
hiftory  about  the  year  656,  when 
Ofway,  king  of  the  country,  eda- 
bliihed  a  bilboprick  here,  and 
made  Dwina,  Or  Dimna,  the  firft 
prelate.  To  him  fucceeded  Cel- 
lach  and  T'rumberdt  ;  and  on  his 
dernife,  the  famous  Ceadda.  This 
pious  man  at  fird  led  an  eremiti¬ 
cal  life,  in  a  cell,  at  the  place  on 
which  now  {hands  the  church  of  his 
name,  and  fupporled  himfelf  by 
the  milk  of  a  white  hind.  In  this 
place  he  was  difeovered  by  Rufine, 
the  foil  of  Wolphere,  who  .was 
privately  initrueted  by  him  till  the 
time  of  his  martyrdom,  before 
recited.  Remorfe,  and  confe- 
quential  converfion,  feized  the 
Pagan  prince.  As  fume  ipecies  of 


expiation,  he  preferred  the  apodle 
to  the  vacant  fee.  He  built  him¬ 
felf  a  fmall  lioufe  near  the  church, 
and,  with  feven  or  eight  of  his 
brethren,  during  the  interval  of 
preaching,  read  and  prayed  in  pri¬ 
vate.  On  the  approach  of  his 
death,  flights  of  angels  fang  hymns 
over  his  cell.  Miracles  at  his 
tomb  confirmed  the  holinefs  of  his 
life.  A  lunatic,  that  by  accident 
efcaped  from  his  keepers,  lay  a 
night  on  it,  and  in  the  morning 
was  found  redored  to  his  fenfes. 
The  very  earth  taken  out  of  it, 
was  an  infallible  remedy  for  all 
diforders  incident  to  man  or  bead. 
*  Ceadda  was  of  courfe  canonized ; 
a  (brine  was  ere&ed  in  honour  of 
him  ;  great  was  the  concourfe  of 
devotees :  the  place  increafed  and 
fiourilhed. 

The  hiftory  of  our  cathedrals 
is,  in  its  beginning,  but  the  hif¬ 
tory  of  fuperftition,  mixed  with 
fome  truth  and  abundance  of  le¬ 
gend  :  humiliating  proof  of  the 
weaknefs  of  the  human  mind  !  yet 
ail  the  fine  arts  of  pad  times,  and 
all  the  magnificent  works  we  now 
fo  judly  admire,  are  owing  to  a 
fpecies  of  piety  that  every  lover  of 
the  elegance  of  architefture  mult 
rejoice  to  have  exided. 


We 


*  Bede  Hid,  lib.  iv.  c.  3. 
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We  are  told,  that  in  the  days 
ef  Jaruinan,  about  the  year  666, 
the  cathedral  was  founded. 

I  iha'.l  not  trouble  the  reader 
with  a  dry  lift  of  prelates,  but 
only  mention  thofe  diftinguiihed 
by  feme  remarkable  event,  that 
befel  the  fee  daring  their  days. 

In  thofe  of  Winfrid,  fucceffor 
to  St.  Chad,  in  674,  Theodore 
Archbiiliop  of  Canterbury,  thought 
fit  to  divide  the  bifhoprick  into 
two,  and  to  eftablifh  the  other  at 
Sidnacefter,  in  Lincolnfhire,  the 
prefent  Stow.  Winfrid  difap- 
proving  this  defalcation,  was  de¬ 
prived  for  contumacy.  The  dio- 
cefe  might  well  bear  dividing  ; 
for  at  that  time  it  contained  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Mercia.  At 
prefent,  it  comprehends  all  Staf- 
fordfhire,  except  Brome  and 
Clent,  which  belong  to  Worcef- 
ter ;  the  larger  part  of  Warwick- 
fiiire,  and  about  half  Shropfhire. 

In  the  time  of  Bifhop  Adulf, 
Offia,  King  of  the  Mercians,  pro¬ 
cured  liberty  from  the  pope  of 
creating  the  fee  into  an  a  ch- 
bifkoprick,  in  786,  and  to  afiign 
him  for  fuffragans  Winchefter, 
Hereford,  Lagecefter  (Leicefter), 
Helmham,  and  Dunwick.  This 
honour  died  with  Adulf. 

A  Biftiop  Peter,  in  1067,  the 
year  fucceeding  the  conqueft,  re¬ 
moved  the  fee  to  St.  John's,  in 
Chefter  ;  where  he  died,  and  was 
interred,  in  1085. 

His  fucceffor,  Robert  de  Lime- 
fey,  fmitten,  with  the  love  of  the 
gold  and  filver  *  with  which  the 
pious  Earl  Leofric  had  c  overed 
the  walls  of  his  new  convent  at 
Coventry,  in  1095  removed  the 

*  Wharton’s  Angl.  Sacr.  i.  433. 
f  W.tHatn  of  Mdmfjury,  au  quot-ed 


fee  to  that  city,  and  at  once  ferap- 
ed  from  a  fingle  beam,  that  fup- 
ported  a  fhrine,  500  marks  worth 
of  lilver  f. 

I  now  fpeak  of  a  prelate  of  a 
different  temper  ;  to  whofe  muni¬ 
ficence  both  the  church  and  city 
were  highly  indebted.  Roger  de 
Clinton,  confecrated  in  1129, 
took  down  the  antient  Mercian 
cathedral.  We  are  not  informed 
of  the  dimenfions  or  nature  of  the 
building,  any  more  than  we  are 
of  that  built  by  this  bifhop.  It 
muft  have  been,  according  to  the 
reigning  mode  of  the  times,  of  the 
fpecies  of  architecture  ufually 
called  Saxon  r  with  mafly  pillars 
and  round  arches.  There  is  not 
at  prefent  the  lead  relique  of  this 
ft  lie.  But  I  am  unacquainted 
with  the  accident,  or  calamity, 
which  deftroyed  the  labours  of 
this  pious  prelate  ;  who  took  up 
the  crofs,  and  died  at  Antioch,  on 
a  pilgrimage  to  the  holy  fepui- 
chre. 

After  a  fucceffion  of  twelve  pre¬ 
lates,  Walter  de  Langton,  trea- 
furerof  England,  w as  confecrated 
bifhop  of  this  fee,  in  1 2Q6.  He 
was  highly  favoured  by  Edward  I 
Ii  is  profperity  was  interrupted  by 
the  refentment  of  the  prince,  who 
meanly  revenged  on  the  bifhop  a 
fhort  imprisonment  he  had  fuffer- 
ed  in  the  time  of  his  father,  for 
riotoufly  deftroying  his  deer.  Af¬ 
ter  a  perfecution  and  confinement 
of  above  two  years,  he  emerged 
from  all  his  difficulties,  and  re¬ 
fumed  his  paftoral  charge  in  a 
mariner  that  did  him  great  ho¬ 
nour.  He  may-  be  cenfidered  as 

j 

the  third  arphiteCt  of  this  cathe- 

y  Bugdile,  Hift.  Warwick,  i  :  57. 

dral ; 
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d?al :  to  him  we  are  indebted  for 
the  prefent  elegant  pile.  He  laid 
the  foundation  for  our  lady’s  cha¬ 
pel  j  an  edifice  of  uncommon 
beauty,  finiilied  after  his  death 
with  money  left  for  that  purpofe. 
He  built  the  cloy  Iters,  and'  ex¬ 
pended  2000 L  upon  a  fhrine  for 
St.  Chad.  He  bellowed  on  the 
choir  feveral  rich  veflments,  a 
chalice,  and  two  cups  of  beaten 
gold,  to  the  Valtle  of  200/.  To 
the  vicars  choral  he  gave  a  brand¬ 
ing  cup,  and  ah  annual  peniion 
of  20/.  and  procured  fof  them 
and  the  canons  great  immunities  : 
in  particular,  there  was  an  order 
from  the  king  to  the  juffices  of 
Stafford  (hi  re,  that,  without  trial, 
they  fhould  hang  upon  the  next 
gallows  divers  perfdns  that  by 
force  kept  their  lands  from  them. 
This  prelate  alfo  furrounded  the 
clofe  with  a  wall  and  ditch,  made 
the  great  gate  at  the  weft  end, 
and  the  p  offer  n  at  the  fouth  He 
gave  his  own  palace,  at  the  weft 
end  of  the  6lofe,  to  the  vicars  cho¬ 
ral,  and  built  a  new  one  for  him- 
i ell  at  the  eaft  end;  He  partly 
built,  or  enlarged,  the  caftle  at 
Ecclefhal,  and  the  manors  of 
Hevwood  and  Shugborow,  and 
the  palace  in  the  Strand.  He  fi- 
nilbfed  his  ufeful  life  in  Nov.  1 321 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  6f 
lus  own  founding. 

The  cathedral  continued  in  the 
bate  it  wasTeft,  by  Biiliop  Lang- 
ton,  till  the  time  of  the  diffolu- 
fron,  when  the  rich  fbrine  of  St. 
Chad,  and  other  objects  of  fimi- 
lar  devotion,  fell  a  prey  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  prince.  The 
building  continued  in  its  priftine 
beauty  till  the  unhappy  wars  of 
the  lab  century,  when  it  fullered 


greatly  by  three  fteges.'  The  ft- 
tuation  of  the  place  on  an  emi¬ 
nence,  furrounded  by  water  and 
by  deep  ditches,  and  fortified 
with  walls  and  baftions,  rendered 
it  unhappily  a  proper  place  for  a 
garrifon. 

In  1 641,  if  yfr as  poffeffed  by 
the  royal  ills  of  the  county,  under 
the  Earl  of  Chefterfield  :  when  it 
underwent  the  attack  rendered 
memorable  by  the  death  of  Lord 
Brook,  commander  of  the  parle- 
mentary  forces.  His  lordfhip,  in 
reconnoitring  the  cathedral,  in  a 
wooden  pofch  in  Dams-ftreet,  was 
fhot  into  the  Cye  by  a  mufket-ball, 
on  March  2d,  1643,  This  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  the  feftival  of  St,  1 
Chad,  the  . patron  of  the  church. 
The  cavaliers  attributed  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  fatal  bullet  to  the 
influence  of  the  faint,  in  refent- 
ment  of  the  facrileges  this  noble¬ 
man  was  committing  on  His  cathe¬ 
dral  What  fliare  the  faint  had 
in  this  affair,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  fay ;  but  the  mufket  was  aim¬ 
ed,  and  the  trigger  draWn,  by  a 
neighbouring  gentleman  ported  in 
the  leads,  known  by  the  name  of 
dumb  Dyot.  The  lofs  of  Lord 
Brook  gave  very  fhort  refpite  to 
the  garrifon  ;  which  was  taken  aL 
nioft  immediately  after,  by  Sir 
John  GelL 

In  April,  in  the  .fame  year,  it 
was  attacked  by  Prince  Rupert., 
At  that  time  it  was  commanded 
by  Colone'd  Roufwel ;  a.  fteady  go¬ 
vernor  over  an  enthuffaftic  garri¬ 
fon,  He  defended  the  place  with 
vaft  refolutioh.  A  breach  was 
made  bv  the  blowing  up  of  a 
mine.  The  attack  was  made 
with  great  bravery,  but  great  lofs. 
At  length  the  garrifon  gave  up, 

oa 
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Qtf  the  moll  honourable  conditi¬ 
ons  *.  The  colonel  took  care  to 
plunder  the  church  of  the  com¬ 
munion-plate,  during  the  time  the 
fanatics  were  in  polieilion.  They 
ufed  every  fpecies  of  profanation  j 
hunted  a  cat  in  it  with  hounds, 
to  enjoy  the  fine  echo  from  the 
roof  ;  and  brought  a  calf,  drefied 
in  linen,  to  the  font,  and  fprink- 
led  it  with  water,  in  derifion  of 
baptifm  f. 

The  prince  appointed  Colonel 
Hervey  Bagot  %  the  governor  ^ 
who  kept  pofleftion  till  the  ruin  of 
the  king’s  affairs,  in  1646  j  when 
the  colonel,  and  other  command¬ 
ers,  being  fatisfied  that  the  king 
had  not  an  hundred  men  in  any 
one  place  in  the  field,  nor  any 
garrifon  unbefieged,  fufrendered 
on  very  honourable  terms,-  on  the 
10th  of  July,  to  Adjutant  Lou- 
thian  ||. 

The  Hate  of  this  church,  after 
fo  many  lieges,  may  eafily  be  con¬ 
ceived.  The  honour  of  relloring 
it  to  its  former  iplendor,  was  re¬ 
served  for  John  Hacket,  prefent- 
ad  to  this  lee  in  1661.  On  the 
very  next  day  after  his  arrival,  he 
fet  his  coach-horfes,  with  teams, 
to  remove  the  rubbifh  *  and  in 
eight  years  time  reftored'  the  ca¬ 


thedral  to  its  prefent  beautiful 
ftate,  at  the  expence  of  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  §  ;  one  thoufand 
of  which  was  the  gift  of  the  dean 
and  chapter  ;  the  reft  was  done 
either  at  his  own  charge,  or  by 
benefa&ions  resulting  from  his  own 
felicitations^  He  died  in  1670. 
A  very  handfome  tomb  was  ered- 
ed  in  the  choir  to  his  memory, 
with  his  effigies  laid  recumbent  on 
it,  with  a  mitre  on  his  head,  and 
his  epifcopal  drefs. 

The  weft  front  is  of  great  ele^- 
gance,  adorned  with  the  richeft 
iculpture,  and,  till  of  late,  with 
rows  of  ftatues  of  prophets,  kings 
of  Judah,  he.  and,  above  all,  a 
very  bad  one  of  Charles  II.  who 
had  contributed  to  the  repair  of 
the  church,,  by  a  liberal  gift  of 
timber.  This  ftatiie  was  the 
work  of  a  Sir  William  Wilfon, 
originally  a  mafon  from  Sutton 
Coldfield,  who,  after  marrying  a 
rich  wife,  arrived  at  the  dignity 
of  knighthood. 

The  fculptpres  round  the  doors 
were  very  elegant  ;  but  time,  or 
violence,  hath  greatly  impaired 
the’tr  beluty.  . .  , 

James  II.  when  Duke  of  York, 
bellowed  on  this  church  the  mag- 
nifteent  weft  window.  The  fine 


*  Clarendon,  il.  2.3^.  f  Mr.  Green’s  MSS. 

*  Dudne  the  time  this  gentleman  commanded  at  Lichfield,  he  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extraordinary  challenge  from  a  Captain  Hunt,  a  parlementary  Commander  in 
Tamworth.  Mercurius  Aulicus.  p.  1347. 

'•«  Bagot,  thou  fonne  o-f  an  F.giption  hore,  meete  mee  half  the  way  to-morrow 

morning,  the  halfway  betwixt  Tamworth  aod  Litchfiaid,  if  thou  dared  ;  if  not, 
*4  I  will  whippe  thee  when  foever  1  meete  thee. 

44  Tamworth,  this  44  Tbo.  Hunt.” 

44  Decemb.  1644. 

Colonel  Bagot  met  him,  and  after  a  brilk  action,  whipped  the  fellow  himfelf  into 
his  retreat,  ai.d  narrowly  mified  taking  hira. 

|j  Articles  of  furrender. 

$  Br.  Biogr.  iv.  4457.  A  MS-  with  which  Mr-  Green*  favoured  flue,  makes  the 
fufn  much  lets. 
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painted  glafs  was  given  of  late 
years,  by  dean  Adden brook. 

The  northern  door  is  extremely 
rich  in  fculptured  moldings:  three 
of  foliage,  and  three  of  fmall 
figures  in  ovals.  In  one  of  the 
3 0 weft  is  reprefented  a  monk  bap* 
tizing  a  perfon  kneeling  before 
him.  Probably  the  former  is  in¬ 
tended  for  St.  Chad  ;  the  latter 
for  Wulferus.  It  is  a  misfortune, 
that  the  ornaments  of  this  cathe¬ 
dral  are  made  of  fuch  friable 
ftone,  that  what  fanaticifm  has  fpa- 
red,  the  weather  has  impaired. 

In  the  front  are  tv/o  fine  lpires, 
and  a  third  in  the  centre,  of  a  Vaft 
height,  and  fine  proportion. 

1  he  roof  was  till  of  late  cover¬ 
ed  with  lead,  but  grew  fo  greatly 
out  of  repair,  that  the  dean  and 
'chapter  were  obliged  to  fubfti lute 
Hates  inftead  of  metal,  on  account 
of  the  narrow  revenues  left  to 
maintain  this  venerable  pile  ;  and, 
after  the  ftricteft  (economy,  they 
will  be  under  the  neceffity  of  con¬ 
tributing  for  their  own  income,  in 
order  to  complete  their  plan. 
The  excellent  order  that  all  the 
cathedrals  I  have  visited  are  in, 
does  great  credit  to  their  members ; 
who  fpare  nothing  from  their  own 
incomes  to  render  them  not  only 
decent’  but  elegant. 

The  body  is  lofty,  fup ported 
by  pillars  formed  of  numbers  of 
{lender  columns,  with  neat  foliat¬ 
ed  capitals.  Along  the  walls  of 
the  ailes  are  rows  of  falfe  arches, 
in  the  gothic  ftile,  with  a  feat  be¬ 
neath. 

The  fupper  rows  of  windows, 
in  the  body,  are  of  an  uncommon 
form,  being  triangular,  including 
three  circles  in  each. 

*  Saxon 
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In  each  tranfept  are  two  places, 
formerly  chapels  |  at  prefent  con- 
fiftory  courts,  and  the  vicar’s 
veftry-room. 

The  choir  merits  attention,  on 
account  of  the  elegant  fculpture 
about  the  windows,  and  the  em¬ 
battled  gallery  that  runs  beneath 
them.  On  each  fide  are  fix  ftatues, 
now  much  mutilated,  placed  in 
beautiful  gothic  niches,  and  richly 
painted.  The  firft  on  the  left  is 
St  Peter  ;  the  next  is  the  Virgin  • 
the  third  is  Mary  Magdalene, 
with  one  leg  bare,  to  denote  her 
legendary  wantormefs.  The  other 
three  are  St.  Philip,  St.  James, 
and  St.  Christopher,  with  Chriffc 
on  his  fhoulders. 

The  beaut]?'  of  this  choir  is  much 
impaired  by  the  impropriety  of  a 
rich  altar-piece,  of  Grecian  ar¬ 
chitecture,  terminating  this  elegant 
gothic  building. 

Behind  this  is  St.  Mary’s  chapel, 
with  a  ftone  ikreen,  the  moft  ele¬ 
gant  which  can  be  imagined,  em¬ 
battled  at  top,  and  adorned  with 
feverai  rows  of  gothic  niches,  of 
moft  exquiiite  workmanfhip  ;  each 
formerly  containing  a  {mail  ftatue. 
Beneath  them  are  thirteen  flails,- 
with  gothic  work  over  each.  In 
this  chapel  are  nine  windows,  more 
narrow,  lofty,  and  of  more  ele* 
gant  work,  than  any  of  the  others  ; 
three  on  each  fide,  and  three  at 
the  end. 

in  this  chapel  ilood  the  {brine 
of  St.  Chad ,  Plere  was  interred 
Ceolred  *,  king  of  the  Mercians; 
and  in  later  times,  here  was  pla¬ 
ced  the  magnificent  tomb  (on  the 
fite  of  the  fhrine)  of  the  firft  Lord 
Paget,  adorned  with  columns, 
with  two  kneeling  figures  of  a 
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man  and  woman  between  the  front 
and  back  pillars.  Thefe  were  de- 
flroyed  in  the  blind  fury  of  civil 
war  ;  as  was  another  fine  tomb  of 
a  Lord  Baffet,  of  Drayton,  who 
died  in  1389.  Few  indeed  efcap- 
cd.  Of  thofe  are  the  effigies  of 
the  great  Bifhop  Langton,  with 
his  palloral  {faff  in  one  hand,  and 
the  other  hand  in  the  action  of 
benedi&ion  :  another,  of  Hugh  de 
Patefhul,  who  died  in  124-1,  re¬ 
markable  for  having  the  ftigmatay 
or  maiks  of  our  Saviour’s  wounds 
on  the  hands  and  feet :  a  refpeCt- 
iul  iuperflition  of  antient  times. 
Dean  Heywood  is  reprefented  in 
his  habit,  and  again  naked,  with 
the  emaciated  change  which  death 
occafions. 

Here  are  feveral  monuments 
within  the  walls,  of  a  moil  frugal 
nature,  having  no  appearance  of 
any  part  but  the  head  and  feet. 
From  an  intermediate  bracket,  it 
is  probable  fome  favourite  faint 
might  have  been  honoured  with  a 
rich  image. 


Some  Account  of  the  antient  Yerula- 

mium,  near  St.  Albans - of  its 

Ruins ,  iAc.  from  the  fame  Au¬ 
thor. 

T  IMMEDIATELY  after  quitting 
|  this  place,  I  entered  the  cele¬ 
brated  Verulamium,  at  a  fpot  dii- 
tl.nguifhed  by  a  great  fragment  of 
the  ancient  wall,  known  by  the 
name  of  Gorhambury-block,  which 
probably  bounded  one  fide  of  one 
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of  the  port#,  or  entrances,  being 
exactly  oppofite  to  that  on  the 
eatlern  part.  The  precinCt  departs 
from  the  rectangular  form  of  the 
Romans,  this  being  among  thofe 
which  were  laid  out,  front  loci 
qualitas  nut  nccefjitas  pofhila've- 
rit  *.  It  inclines  to  an  oval  fhape ; 
is  placed  on  a  (lope,  and  the 
lower  fide  bounded  by  the  river 
Ver,  which  in  former  times  might 
have  fpread  into  a  lake,  and  given 
greater  fecurity  to  the  town,. 
According  to  Humphry  Lloyd  f , 
it  gave  alfo  the  name  to  the 
place,  Gwerllan,  or  the  temple 
on  the  Ver  5  rightly  bellowing  on 
the  Britons  a  pre-occupancy  of  it 
to  the  Romans.  I  fhall  not  dif- 
pute  the  notions  of  the  particular 
ford  over  which  Csefar  croffied  the 
Thames,  when  he  penetrated  into* 
our  illand.  It  probably  was  at 
or  near  Coway  Stakes.  Cadar 
leaves  us  no  room  to  depart  from 
that  opinion,  as  he  exprefsly  tells 
us  that  he  led  his  army  to  the 
river  Thames,  towards  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  territories  of  Caffive- 
launus  f,  the  golden-locked  leader 
of  the  country  of  the  Caffi  :  and 
thefe  Caffi  are  reafonably  fuppofed 
to  have  been  a  dan  of  the  Cattieu- 
clilani,  and  to  have  inhabited  the 
hundred  of  this  county  now  call¬ 
ed  Cafhio,  in  which  Verulamium. 
flood.  But  I  mull  contend,  that 
the  d  dance  of  that  city  is  far 
too  remote  from  the  fordable  parts 
of  the  Thames,  to  admit  it  to 
have  been  the  town  of  the  Britifk 
leader  deflroyed  by  the  invader. 


*  Vegetius,  Lb.  i.  c.  23,  '  f  Connmentariol,  31. 

^  Caviar  cognito  confilio  eorum  ad  flumen  Tamafiu  ici  finos  Caffivclauni  exercitum 
duxit.  Bel.  Gal.  lib.  v. 

Preceding  this,  h t  fpeaks  of  the  fr.is  Caffwelcnrii ,  as  be:a£  a  man  archer  viillta. 
tajfuum  Ixxx.  '  '1 
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It  l  ies,  in  the  neareft  line;  thirty- 
fe\ren  miles  from  tliofe  parts  of 
the  fiver  .*  a  diltance  too  great  for 
the  time  given  to  Csefar  for  His 
fecond  campaign  in  Britain.  1  he 
town  or  rather  poll,  which  was 
forced  by  him,  was  hot  remote 
from  the  camp  occupied  by  him 
on  the  fide  of  the  fiver  ;  and  mod 
likely  was  that  which  is  ftill  very 
entire,  in  the  park  of  her  Grace 
the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Portland, 
at  Rulftrode,  about  fifteen  miles 
di ftance  from  the  Roman  camp  ; 
whofe  veftiges  are  dill  to  be  feen, 
not  far  from  the  famoils  ford  *. 
Partly  by  lehgth  of  time,  partly 
By  conftarit  cultivation,  this  poll 
has  lod  fotne  of  the  characters 
afcribed  by  Csefar  to  the  town  of 
Caffivelaunus..;  for  it  wants  at  pre- 
font  the  marihy  defence  it  had  in 
his  days. 

,  The  town  alluded  to  was  within 
the  territories  of  the  Britifh  chief¬ 
tain,  and  one  of  the  ftrong  holds 
into  which  the  Britons  were  tifed 
to  drive  thfe'f  cattle  in  time  of 
danger.  This,  by  GsfaPs  ac¬ 
count,  Was  certainly  not  the  mod 
capital  ;  for  his  hr  ft  relation  in¬ 
forms  us,  it  only  contained  [at is 
numerus  pecorum ,  a  pretty  conside¬ 
rable  fttiifiber  of  cattle.  Notwith¬ 
standing  his  vanity,  a  few  lines 
lower,  fwells  his  booty  into  mag- 
nus  numerus ,  A  ,vaft  number  ft. 
Near  ShepftertQn;  alfo,  near  that 
place,  in  a  field  called  War  Clole, 
are  found  fpurs,  fwords,  bones, 
and  other  marks  of  a  battle.  See 
Cambden,  i.  366:  but  in  all  like¬ 
lihood,  the  firft  is  the  neatft  to  the 
truth. 


Verulamiuin  was  the  capital  of 
this  country,  and  the  refidence  of 
its  princes.  I  do  not  reckon  Caf- 
fivelaunus  among  them  5  he  was 
a  chieftain  of  the  CaiTi,  and,  for 
his  great  abilities,  elected  general 
on  tfie  Roman  invafion,  if  our 
Britifh.  hiftory  is  to  be  trufted.  He 
was  a  guardian  to  His  nephew?, 
AnarWay  and  Tenefan  %  (the  laft) 
father  to  Cunoboline,  whofe  coins 
are  fo  frequent.  Here  was  one 
of  the  Britifh  mints  j  for  we  find 
the  word  Ver  on  the  coins,  but  no 
prince’s  name  to  diftinguifh  the 
reign. 

After  the  Romans  had  effected 
their  conqueft,  they  added  walls 
to  the  ordinary  Britifh  defence  of 
ramparts,  and  ditches.  Many 
great  fragments  of  the  former  ftill 
remain,  proofs  of  the  ftrength 
and  manner  of  the  Roman  ma- 
fonry.  On  the  one  fide  is  a  vaft 
fofs ;  on  another,  two.  The  walls 
are  twelve  feet  thick,  whefe  en¬ 
tire,-  formed  of  flints  bedded  in 
mortar,  now  grown  into  amazing 
hardnefs.  By  intervals  of  about 
three  feet  diftance,  are  three,  end 
in  fome  places  four,  rows  of  broad 
and  thin  bricks,  or  tiles,  which 
were  continued  the  whole  length 
of  the  walls,  which  feern  deiigned 
as  foundations  to  futlain  the  layers 
of  flints  and  lime,  white  the  laft 
was  in  a  moift  ftate.  There 
were,  besides,  round  holes,  which 
penetrated  quite  through  [j  ;  but 
thefe  are  either  filled  up,  or  efcap- 
ed  my  notice.  According  to  Doc¬ 
tor  Stukely’s  meafurement,  the 
area  is  five  thoufand  two  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  the  greateft 


*  Sy/vis  Paludtbufqu:  muni  turn, 

f  bewis  Hilt.  Br.  73..  j  itufcfcly  Itifi.  I  Up 

I  8ce  Dodor  Stukcly’s  admirable  plan  of  this  places 

breadth 
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breadth  about  three  thoufand.  It 
is  at  prefent  inclofed  into  fields ; 
but  under  the  hedges  in  many 
places,  are  veftiges  of  buildings, 
and,  as  I  am  told,  when  it  is  un¬ 
der  tillage,  the  lites  cf  the  ftreets 
appear,  by  the  different  colour  of 
the  corn  above  them.  The  Wat- 
iing'ftreet  comes  to  the  Porta 
Decumana,  the  gate  on  the  weftern 
fide,  and  paffes  quite  through  the 
city.  There  is  another  road  goes 
on  the  outfide  of  the  fouth  fide  ;  a 
fmall  military  way,  like  that  which 
palled  from  turret  to  turret  on  Se- 
verus’s  wall  for  the  conveniency 
of  external  paiTengers. 

This  plaee,  by  its  attachment 
to  the  conquerors,  acquired  the 
privileges  of  a  free  borough,  a 
f/iutiicipiuniy  or  municipal  city, 
whole  inhabitants  enjoyed  all  the 
rights  of  the  Roman  citizens ;  for 
which  reafon  fuch  towns  derive 
their  name  a  rnuneribus  capiendtsy 
their  power  to  bear  public  offices. 
They  had  their  fenators,  knights, 
and  commons  ;  magiftrates  and 
priefts  ;  cenfors,  ediles,  queftors* 
and  flamens. 

The  attachment  of  this  town  to 
its  new  mailers,  proved  the  caufe 
of  a  heavy  misfortune,  which  be- 
fel  it  under  the  reign  of  Nero. 
Boadieea,  widow  of  Prafutagus, 
King  of  the  Iceni,  enraged  at  the 
cruel  indignity  offered  to  her  and 
her  daughters,  railed  an  insurrec¬ 
tion  againft  the  Romans  and  their 
friends,  and  repaid  with  the  moft 
dreadful  cruelties  the  injuries  they 
had  received.  Camolodunum,  Lon- 
dinium,  and  Vcrolamium,  fuffer- 
ed  from  the  fpry  of  the  Britons ; 

*  Tour  Scoil.  1772*  part  ii  p.288. 
lib  xiv.  c.  31,  &c. 
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and  feventy  thoufand  citizens  and 
allies  fell  by  the  edge  of  the  fworcf. 
This  city  was  remarkable  for  its 
wealth  f  ;  which  was  anothe  r  in¬ 
centive  for  the  Britons  to  attack 
it,  added  to  a  particular  animofity 
againft  a  people  wTho  had  forfaken 
the  cuftoms  and  religion  of  their 
anceftors. 

The  place  in  a  fhort  time  emer¬ 
ged  from  its  misfortune ;  and 
had  the  honour  of  producing  Al- 
banus,  the  proto-martvr  of  Britain, 
a  wealthy  citizen  of  Verulamium, 
and,  by  privilege,  of  Rome  alfo. 
He  had  been  a  Pagan,  but  was 

o 

converted  by  means  of  a  gueft, 
whom  he  had  fbeltered  during  the 
great  perfecution  of  Dioclefian,  as 
I  have  before  related.  St.  Alban 
differed  in  the  year  302.  Let  not 
legend  deftroy  the  credibility  of 
the  martyrdom,  by  affigning  at¬ 
tendant  miracles,  long  after  their 
ceffation.  We  are  told,  that  af¬ 
ter  he  had  refufed  to  facrifke  to 
the  heathen  gods,  the  ufual  teffc 
of  the  slledged  crime  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  he  was,  as  cuftoni^ry,  whip¬ 
ped  w’ith  rods,  and  then  led  to  ex¬ 
ecution,  and  beheaded  on  Hoim- 
hurft,  where  the  town  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban’s  at  prefent  (lands.  In  his 
paffage,  the  torrent,  which  then 
divided  the  place  from  Verula¬ 
mium,  like  the  Red-fea,  divided 
its  waters,  and  gave  dry  paffage  to 
the  faint  and  his  followers ;  a 
fountain  iprung  up  where  the 
martyr  kneeled  :  one  of  the  exe¬ 
cutioners  relenting.,  was  convert-^ 
ed,  and  luffered  with  Albanus  ; 
another,  who  performed  the  deed, 
loft  his  eyes,  a?  a  penalty  for  his 

t  Taciti  $nnai, 
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cruelty  ;  for  they  dropped  out  of 
his  head  in  the  moment  in  which 
lie  gave  the  blow  *.  St.  Alban 
was  interred  on  the  fpot  ;  and  his 
remains  were  rairaculoufly.  disco¬ 
vered  ieveral  centuries  after  their 
interment.  > 

In  429,  this  place  was  honour¬ 
ed  with  a  fynod,  in  which  St. 
German  us  and  Lupus,  two  French 
prelates,  afhfted.  A  chapel  was 
eredted,  about  the  year  943,  by 
Abbot  Ulfin,  in  honour  of  the 
former,  on  the  fpot  in  which  he 
preached  ;  whofe  ruins  were  to 
be  Seen  the  beginning  of  this  cen- 
tury. 

After  the  Saxon  invafion,  the 
name  of  the  town  was  changed  for 
that  of  Verlamcefter  and  Watlin- 
cefter.  The  Britiffi  hero,  IJther 
Fendragon,  after  a  long  fiege, 
wrefled  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Saxons,  and  held  it  during  his 
life  ;  after  which  they  foon  reco- 

^  j 

vered  it ;  but  by  reafon  of  the 
cruel  wars  that  raged  during  the 
conteft  between  them  and  the  Bri¬ 
tons,  the  place  became  totally  de- 
folated. 

lake  the  antient  Deva  f ,  Veru- 
lamium  had  its  great  vaults,  or 
lubterraneous  retreats,  ftrongly 
and  artfully  arched.  Thefe  are 
fuppofed,  by  Sir  Henry  Ckauncy, 
io  have  been  defined  as  places  of 
retreat  in  time  of  war  for  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  and  for  the 
concealing  of  the  moil  valuable 
efFedts.  In  96©,  they  were  found 
to  give  Shelter  to  thieves  and  pro¬ 
stitutes  ;  which  caufed  Eldred,  the 
e  ighth  abbot,  to  Search  after  thefe 


foufterrains,  and  found  feveral 
ways  and  paffages  ;  all  which  he 
caufed  to  be  deftroyed,  but  pre- 
Served  the  tiles  and  ftones  for  the 
rebuilding  the  church,  then  in 
ruins  f. 

The  prefent  St.  Alban’s  arofe 
from  the  ruins  of  Verulamium. 
Offa  King  of  the  Mercians,  di- 
redted,  fays  legend,  by  a  vifion 
from  heayen,  difeovered  the  re- 
liques  of  St.  Alban,  by  beams  of 
glory  fpringing  from  the  grave  j|„ 
In  793,  he  erected  on  the  fpot  the 
magnificent  monaftory,  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  hundred  Bene- 
didtine  or  black  monks,  and  in  a 
parliamentary  council,  which  he 
held  in  the  fame  year,  beftowed 
on  it  moll  liberal  endowments. 
Verulamium  was  now  reduced  to 
the  ftate  elegentjy  deferibed  by 
Spencer,  affuming  the  charadter  of 
the  genius  of  the  place. 

I  was  tli3t  city  which  the  garland  wore 
Of  Britain’s  pride,  delivered  unto  me 
By  Roman  victors,  which  it  wore  of  yore. 
Though  nought  at  all  but  ruins  now  I  be, 
And  lie  in  mine  own  afhes,  as  you  fee. 
Verlaine  I  was:  what  boots  it  that  I  was, 
Sith  now  I  am  but  weeds  and  wafteful 
grafs  } 

Ruines  of  Time. 

Before  I  quit  thefe  antient  pre- 
cindts,  1  muff  note  the  church  of 
St.  Michael,  built  within  them,  by 
the  fame  pious  abbot  who  found¬ 
ed  the  chapel  of  St.  German.  It 
became  an  impropriation  qf  thd 
abbey,  and,  after  the  diiToiution, 
a  vicarage.  The  church  is  Small, 
fupported  within  by  round  arches. 
It  is  moft  diftingui fhed  by  the 
monument  of  the  great  Lord  Ve= 


m  Bede  Hift.  Ecc.  lib.  i.  c.  7.  Father  Crefly,  in  his  Church  Hillory,  lib.  vi.  has 
iven  a  much  longer  detail.  ' 

f  Tour  in  Wales,  p.  io3.  %  Chauncy,  431. 

f]  Credy,  lib.  xxv.  c.  6. 
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rulam.  His  figure  is  of  white 
marble,  placed  fitting  in  a  chair, 
reclining,  in  the  eafy  attitude  of 
meditation.  He  is  dreifed  in  robes 
lined  with  fur,  and  a  high-crowned 
hat.  Any  emblems  of  greatnefs 
would  have  been  unneceliary  at¬ 
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tendants  on  this  illuftrious  cha¬ 
racter.  The  fpeCtator’s  ideas  mutt 
render  every  complimental  lculp- 
ture  fuperfluous.  The  epitaph 
conveys  high  honour  to  the  grate¬ 
ful  fervant :  his  matter  could  re¬ 
ceive  nothing  additional. 


H.  P.  ' 

Francifc.  Bacon,  Baro  de  Yerulam,  SanCt,  Albani  viceco’ 

Seu  notioribus  titulis 
Scientiarum  lumen  facundias  lex. 

Sic  fededat  : 

Qui  poftquam,  omnia  naturalis  fapientiae 
Et  civilis  arcana  ev'olviflet. 

Naturae  decretum  explev.it. 

Compofita  folvanlur. 

Anno  Dorn.  MDCXXVI. 

AEt.  LX VI.  Tanti  viri 

Mem. 

Thomas  Medutys 
Superftitis  cultor. 
DefunCti  admirator. 


Some  Account,  and  Defcripiion ,  of 
The  Tomb  of  Humphry  Duke  of 
Glocelter  ;  from  the  fame  Author. 

ON  the  fouth  fide  of  the  chapel 
of  St.  Alban  is  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  -tomb  *  of  Humphry  Duke 
of  Gloceftcr,  ditlinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  The  Goo  A.  He  was  un¬ 
cle'  to  Henry  VI.  and  regent  of 
the  kindom,  under  his  weak  ne¬ 
phew,  during  twenty-five  years. 
His  many  eminent  qualities  gain¬ 
ed  him  the  love  of  the  people  ; 
his  popularity,  the  hatred  of  the 
queen  and  her  favourites.  His 
life  was  found  to  be  incompati¬ 
ble  to  their  views.  'They  firft  ef¬ 
fected  the  ruin  of  his  duchefs  by  a 
ridiculous  (charge  of  whitchcraft, 
and  after  that,  brought  as  ground- 


lefs  a  charge  of  treafon  a  gain  ft 
himfelf.  He  was  conveyed  to  St. 
Edmond’s  Bury,  where  a  parle- 
ment  was  convened  in  1446  ;  be 
fore  which  the  accufation  was  to 
be  made.  His  enemies,  fearing 
the  public  execution  of  fo  great  . 
and  fo  beloved  a  character,  cauf- 
cd  him  to  be  (lifted  in  his  bed, 
and  then  pretended  that  he  died 
of  vexation  at  his  fudden  fall. 
His  body  was  interred  in  this 
church,  the  feene  of  his  defection 
of  the  pretended  miracle  oj  'the 
blind  reftored  to  fight  at  the  virtu¬ 
ous  (brine  of  St.  Alban.  Shake- 
fpere  gives  us  the  relation  admi¬ 
rably  f .  Glocefter  had  a  predi¬ 
lection  for  this  place :  he  had 
bellowed  on  it  rich  veftments,  to 
the  value  of  three  thoufand  marks. 


Finely  engraven  in  Sandfonl’s  Genealogical  Hiftory,  n.  31S. 
Henry  VI.  part  ii.  ft.  2.  taken  from  GraftoR,  p.  597,  $98, 
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and  the  manor  of  Pembroke,  that  was  at  the  charge  of  eredting  the 
the  monks  fiiould  pray  for  his  monumert  to  fo  great  a  bene- 
foul  :  and  he  alfo  directed  that  fadtor.  Sir  Henry  Chauncy  ex- 
his  body  fhould  be  depofited  with-  prefsly  fays  *,  that  Abbot  Whet- 
in  thefe  holy  walls.  The  fees  hamfted  adorned  Duke  Humphry’s 
attendant  on  his  funeral,  were  tomb  y  which  thews,  that  part  at 
not  of  the  moft  moderate  kind  ;  leaft  of  the  expences  were  borne 
unlefs  we  may  fuppofe,  as  proba-  by  the  convent.  The  account  is 
bly  was  the  cafe,  that  the  hohfe  curious. 

*  '  i  ;  *■  * 

c<  Charges  of  the  burial  of  Humphry  Duke  of  Glocefter,  and  obfenvan- 
**  ces  appointed  by  him ,  to  be  perpetually  born  by  the  convent  oj  the 
4<  monaflerie  of  St.  Alban  -J-. 

Firfl.  The  abbat  and  convent  of  the 
44  faid  monaftarie  have  payd  for  markynge 
44  the  tumbe  &  place  of  fepulture  of  the  feid 
44  duke,  within  the  feid  monafterie,  above  the 

64  fume  of  — —  - - - 

44  Item.  To  two  monks  prefls,  day  ly  feiy- 
ing  meffe  at  the  auter  of  fepulture  of  the 
feid  prince,  everich  takyng  by  i  day  vm  fma. 

44  thereoff,  by  i  hole  yere  - - - 

44  Item.  To  the  abbat  ther  yerely,  the  day 
s*  of  the  anniverfary  of  the  feid  prince,  at- 
44  tending  his  exquys  ther  — — 

“  Item.  To  the  priour  yerly  thre,  the  fame 
^  day,  in  likwyfe  atteinding  — — 

a  Item.  Tp  si  monks  prefts,  yerly,  to 
54  everich  of  them,  in  the  fame  day,  vn. 

44  vii id.  fm.  theroff  — — - 

44  Item.  To  vni  monks  npt  prefts,  yerly, 

&i  in  the  feid  day,  to  eyerich  of  them  3/.  4 d. 

44  fm.  theroff  — —  •— 

44  Item.  To  11  ankerelTes,  1  at  St.  Peter 
44  church,  another  at  St.  Jdicli.  the  feid  day, 

61  yerly,  to  eyerifh  fin.  — — 

44  Item .  In  money,  to  be  diftribut  to  pore 
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451  peple  ther,  the  feid  day,  yerly 

44  Item.  To  xiii  pore  men  berying  torches, 
e(  the  feid  day,  about  the  feid  fepulture, 

44  Item.  For  wex  brennyng  dayly  at  the 
6i  meffes,  and  his  anniverfary  of  torch  yerly  vi. 
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44  Item.  The  kechen  of  the  convent  ther' 
yerly,  in  the  relief  of  the  great  decay  of  the 
44  huftode  of  the  feid  monafteri  in  the  marches 
'  of  Scotland,  which  before  tyme  fliall  be  ap„ 
pointed  to  the  kicbyp  — 
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This  beautiful  tomb  was  once 
lnfulated,  as  appears  by  one  of 
thefe  items.  In  the  middle  is  a 
pervious  arch,  adorned  above  with 
the  coat  of  arms  of  the  deceafed  ; 
and  others  again  along  a  freeze  ; 
with  his  fupporters,  two  antelopes 
with  collars.  From  the  freeze 
arifes  a  light  elegant  tabernacle- 
work,  with  niches ;  containing  on 
one  fide  the  effigies  of  our  princes ; 
the  other  fide  is  defpoiled  of  the 
figures. 

In  1703,  the  vault  in  which  re- 
pofed  the  remains  of  this  illul- 
trious  perfonage  was  difeovered. 
The  body  was  preferved  in  a  lead¬ 
en  coffin,  in  a  ftrong  pickle ;  and 
over  that  was  another  cafe,  of 
wood,  now  perifhed.  Againft  the 
wall  is  painted  a  crucifixion, 
with  four  chalices  receiving  the 
blood  ;  a  hand  pointing  towards 
it,  with  a  lable,  inferibed  Lord 
have  mercy  upon  me. 

The  epitaph  has  long  fince  been 
defaced  ;  but  was  as  follows ; 

Hie  jacet  Umphredus  dux  ille  Glocef- 
trius,  olitn 

Henrici  regis  prote&or,  fraudis  inepts 
Detettor;  dum  fi£a  notat  miracula  cceci  * 
Lumen  erat  patrse,  columen  venerabiie 
regni  : 

Pacis-amans  mufifque  favens  meli@ribus; 
unde 

Cratum  opus  Oxonia  f  quse  nunc  (cola 
facra  refulget. 

Invida  fed  mu-lier  regno,  regi,  fibi,  ne- 
quam 

Abftulit  hunc,  humili  vix  hoc  dignata  fe- 
p'jlchro. 

Invidia  rumpente  tamen  port  funera  vivlt* 


On  the  Military  Machines  of  the 
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of  them  ;  tr  an  (lated  from  the  Ita¬ 
lian  of  Count  Algarrotti. 

I  H  A  V  E  for  fome  days  delayed 
anfwering  your  laft  letter;  in 
order  to  which,  I  found  it  requi- 
fite  to  fend  a  meffenger  to  town., 
and  to  wait  for  his  return.  Yoti 
queftion  me  on  two  particulars} 
on  the  force  of  the  military  en¬ 
gines  of  the  antients,  and  the 
ufe  which  they  made  of  them  in 
war.  Of  their  force  you  have  a 
very  flight  idea :  and  you  imagine 
the  only  ufe  of  them  was  to  de¬ 
fend  the  camp.  You  think  there¬ 
fore  that  argument  will  not  hold 
good,  by  which  I  deduced  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  adopting  the  antient 
method  of  fighting,  from  the  an¬ 
cients  themfelves  having  had  ma¬ 
chines  which  anfwered  to  our  ar¬ 
tillery.  You  think  no  comparifon 
can  be  made  between  the  catapulta 
and  had // a  of  the  Romans,  and 
tjie  artillery  of  the  moderns ;  and 
that  the  prodigious  force  and  effi¬ 
cacy  of  the  fire-arms  have  effected*, 
if  not  an  entire,  yet  at  lead  a  very 
confiderable  change  in  the  art  of 
war.  To  clear  up  your  doubts, 
I  confidered  that  I  mull  not  truffi 
to  conje&^ire  alone,  but  mull  pro¬ 
ceed  upon  certain  and  inconteftible 
authority;  and  having  formerly,  in 
the  courfe  of  my  reading,  made 
fome  extracts  to  this  purpofe,  I 
lent  for  the  co'lection.  And  now, 
armed  with  thefe  authorities,  I 
am  ready  to  anfwer  your  objec¬ 
tions. 

With  regard  to  the  force  of  the 
military  engines  of  the  antients,  I 
(ball  not  infill  on  the  authority  of 
the  poets,  who  reprefent  them  hi 


*  alluding  to  the  detection  of  the  ‘mpoftor. 

$  He  founded  the  beautiful  divinity -fchool  at  Oxford, 

T  t  T  .  ..  »>  ‘ 
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different  paffages  to  have  been 
fo  dreadful.  You  would  have 
good  reafon  to  decline  fuch  autho¬ 
rity  ‘  and  i  myfelf  confider  the 
poets  as  the  ^elites ,  or  light-armed 
troops,  who  have  but  a  finall 
fhare  in  the  action.  But  the  bed 
iiidorians,  and  the  mod  refpedt- 
able  writers  among  the  ancients, 
exprefsly  and  uniformly  confirm 
the  (laughter  and  deftrudtion  which 
the  catapult #  and  halijlce  brought 
with  them.  Nor  can  any  think¬ 
ing  perfon  entertain  a  doubt  of 
the  violence  of  machines  conftrudt- 
ed  to  annoy  troops  fo  well  pro¬ 
tected  by  defenuve  armour,  to 
batter  walls  founded  by  nations, 
who  built  them  to  lad  for 
even  7'he  effedfo  of  their  ma¬ 
chines  were  fpoken  of  juft  in  the 
fame  terms  as  thofe  of  Gur  cannon 
are ;  and  the  fame  complaints 
were  made  at  the  invention  of 
them. 

Non  pift  la  gagliardi*,  non  piu  Pardire, 
Per  tc  pud  in  campo  al  paragon  venire, 

fays  Ariodo,  repeating  what  was 
?n  every  one’s  mouth  at  that  time. 
In  the  fame  manner  Archidamas, 
the  fon  of  Agefilaus,  on  feeing 
the  catapult  a  juft  arrived  from  Ita¬ 
ly,  exclaimed,  44  By  heaven  l  it 
is  all  over  with  perlonal  valour.” 
The  truth  is,  that  thofe  machines 
made  a  mod  dreadful  havock,  and 
went  off  with  a  mod  terrible  ex- 
plodon,  oftner,  and  with  more 
certainty  of  hitting  their  object, 
than  the  fhots  of  our  artillery. 
The  fame  may  be  obferved  with 
regard  to  the  fuperiority  of  he 
crofs-bow  over  the  arquebufe :  for 
which  reafon  M.  D.  Langeay  was 
of  opinion,  that  we  fhould  dill 
retain  the  crofs-bow,  an  arm  that 


was -not  entirely  out  of  ufe  in  the 
fifteenth  century. 

Thefe  machines  threw  to  a  con¬ 
siderable  diftance  dones  of  an  in¬ 
credible  weight,  infinitely  beyond 
that  of  the  balls  even  of  the  Tur¬ 
kish  artillery  ;  the  only  refource 
they  had  to  deaden  their  violence, 
were  lacks  of  wool,  which  are 
uied  to  this  day  againft  the  can¬ 
non.  They  difmantled  the  large 
tower?,  and  destroyed  the  merlons 
of  the  walls ;  nay,  they  even  bat 
tered  down  the  towers  tjhemfelves, 
which  were  the  principal  defence 
of  cities.  Vegetius  fays  nothing 
could  withftand  them  $  like  light¬ 
ning  they  carried  all  before  them  ; 
infomuch  that  there  have  been 
perfons,  well  (killed  in  the-  art  of 
war,  who  were  for  re-edabliihing 
the  ufe  of  the  balifla ,  which  they 
thought  would  anl'wer  the  fame 
dreadful  purpofe  as  the  cannon, 
and  be  at  the  fame  time  more  ead- 
2y  condruCtedand  tranfpprted  from 
one  place  to  another.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Folard,  who  made 
experiments  on  fome  machines  in 
miniature,  after  the  model  of  the 
ancients  •  and  of  Count  Saxe,  as 
I  myfelf  heard  from  his  own 
mouth,  who  had  dedicated  the 
greated  part  of  a  life  Crowned 
with  glory  to  the  dudy  of  his  pro- 
feffion. 

Do  you  think  I  have  fufficiently 
proved  the  fird  part  of  my  theds, 
to  fpeak  in  the  ufual  ftyle;  and, 
after  what  you  have  heard,  would 
you  be  above  bowing  to  a  fhot 
from  a  catapulta  or  balifla  ?  With 
regard  to  the  fecond  part  of  my 
fubjedt,  that  is,  the  ufe  which  the 
antients  made  of  thefe  machines 
in  war,  we  are  informed  by  Mon- 
ticucculi,  a  man  who  was  no  lefs 

emi- 
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eminent  in  letters  than  in  arms, 
that  among  the  Spartans  and  Ma¬ 
cedonians,.  the  machines  that  an- 
fwe*  ed  to  our  artillery  were  dis¬ 
tributed  between  the  Several  divi¬ 
sions  of  the  phalanx.  I  cannot, 

•  for  my  own  part,  recoiled!  any 
other  example  of  this  kind,  but 
that  of  Maccanidas,  tyrant  of 
Sparta,  who,  when  inarching  to¬ 
wards  Mantinea  againft  Philope- 
inen,  took  a  large  train  of  ma¬ 
chines  along  with  him ;  which  in 
the  engagement  he  placed  in  the 
intervals  along  the  front  of  his 
army,  in  the  lame  manner  as  our 
field-pieces  are  dilpoSed  of.  But, 
with  regard  to  the  Roman  ar¬ 
mies,  we  find  in  Vegetius,  that 
each  cohort  in  the  legion  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  a n  onagt  um,  or  a  ba- 
hfta,  and  each  century  with  a 
carrobohjla  or  a  catapultny  as  our 
battalions  are  with  their  field- 
pieces  'I  he  carrobalifla  was  drawn 
by  mules ;  and  eleven  men  were 
alhgned  to  load  and  point  it.  He 
informs  us,  that  it  was  not  only 
useful  in  defending  the  camp,  but 
alSo  in  annoying  the  enemy  in  the 
field.  1  heSe  machines  were,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fame  author  plac¬ 
ed  behind  the  heayy  armed  troops, 
over  whofe  heads  they  made  their 
diScharge  upon  the  enemy :  their 
fituation  was  however  changed, 
when  circumftances  of  ground  and 
portion  required  it.  They  were 
Sometimes  placed  on  an  eminence, 
whence  they  might  command  the 
country,  and  do  the  more  execu¬ 
tion,  as  was  done  in  the  battle 
between  Vitelliusand  Otho,  which 
decided  their  difpute  for  the  im¬ 
perial  throne.  On  other  occafions 
they  were  placed  in  redoubts,  on 
the  wings  of  the  army,  to  protect 
the  flanks  from  an  enemy  Superior 
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in  number^  of  which  Julius  Cce- 
far  afforded  an  inftance  in  Gaul. 
Having  taken  poffellion  of  a  gen¬ 
tle  eminence,  with  a  multitude  of 
Gauls  in  front,  who  might  eafily 
iurround  him,  he  caufed  trenches 
to  be  made  in  a  oblique  direc¬ 
tion  on  the  right  and  left  of  his 
army,  and  a  fort  refs  to  be^eredted„ 
where  he  placed  the  machines; 
then,  his  flanks  being  Secured,  he 
offered  battle  to  the  Gauls,  who 
declined  it.  We  find  alio  the 
machines  polled  on  the  flanks,  oa 
two  riling  grounds,  by  Arrian, 
and  part  of  them  behind  the  le¬ 
gions,  v/hich  were  between  the 
two  rifing  grounds,  when  he  had 
to  defend,  againfl:  a  great  number 
of  the  Alani,  the  province  'of  Cap¬ 
padocia,  to  the  government  of 
which  he  had  been  appointed  by 
Adrian.  The  catapults  and  ba!t- 
Jl<e Were  thus  difpofed  of,  in  the 
lame  manner  with  our  artillery* 
as  the  commander  judged  expe¬ 
dient,  or  as  the  fituation  required 
it ;  and  particularly  in  thofe  parts 
whence  they  might  do  the  moft 
execution,  and  be  the  leaf!  liable 
to  inf  ult .  The  large  Hones  that 
were  difeharged  by  them,  put  the 
enemy  in  dil order,  Swept  away 
whole  files  of  men,  and  wrought 
the  mofl  dreadful  carnage  and  de- 
flrudtion.  'She  only  method  to 
prevent  their  terrible  effedts,  was 
either  to  clofe  in,  and  not  five 
them  time  to  do  mifehief,  as  Phi- 
lopemen  did  with  Maccanidas,  or 
to  Surround  and  cut  them  off; 
and,  as  we  now  often  hear  of  the 
enemy's  cannon  being  taken  or 
Spiked,  So  among  the  ancients 
were  Sallies  frequently  made  to  cut: 
the  ropes,  or  deflrov  the  Springs 
of  the  machines. 

Not  only  in  field  engagements, 

but 
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But  in  all  the  other  operations  of 
war,  the  antients'  made  the  fame 
Hie  of  their  machines,  as  we  do  of 
©ur  cannon.  With  them  they 
formed  batteries,  to  impede  and 
deftroy  the  enemy’s  works,  and  to 
defend  their  own  ;  fo  that  they 
might  be  laid  in  a  manner  to  can¬ 
nonade  one  another.  With  them 
they  battered  their  adverfaries  at  a 
diftance,  har railed  their  watering 
and  foraging  parties,  and  reduced 
them  to  the  greateft  mifery  and 
diftrefs.  When  they  wanted  to 
gain  an  eminence  of  a  bank  Occu¬ 
pied  by  the  enemy,  they  ftrft  threw 
a  fbower  of  ftones  from  their 
flings,  and  their  machines,  which, 
when  well  pointed,  carried  every 
thing  before  them. 

They  battered  Irkewife,  on  fome 
occafions,  the  enemy’s  camp  with 
their  machines,  as  we  do  with  our 
cannon.  This  method  of  pro¬ 
ceeding,  Pompeius  Sabin  us  adopt¬ 
ed  againft  the  Thracians ;  having 
furrounded  them  with  an  entrench¬ 
ment,  he  erected  a  redoubt,  whence 
he  poured  upon  them  a  continual 
difeharge  of-  ftones,  darts,  and 
lire. 

Nor  were  the  machines  unem¬ 
ployed  in  the  pafting  of  rivers. 
On  the  bank  of  the  river  which 
was  to  be  crofted,  they  raifed  bat¬ 
teries  of  catapults  and  balijla^ 
with  which  they  kept  the  enemy 
at  a  diftance,  whilft  tftey  were 
eonftrufting  the  bridge.  It  was 
In  this  manner  that  German  icus 
crofted  the  Eder  ;  and  the  fame 
method  was  practiced  bv  Alex¬ 
ander  in  Thrace.  When  "the  river 
was  large,  they  launched  veflels, 
en  which  they  built  towers,  and 
placed  the  machines  in  them,  to 
diforder  the  enemy  on  the  other 
fide,  who  was.  alio  provided  with 
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machines  to  prevent  the  pafTage- 
Or,  having  conftru£ted  part  of  the 
bridge,  they  rfeifed  a  tower  on  the 
moil  advanced  pier;  and,  under 
cover  of  the  difehar^e  of  ftones 
and  darts  from  it,  they  carried  on 
the  work  to  the  oppofke  bank.  I 
ihall  not  enlarge  on  the  methods 
they  took  of  defending  a  pafs,  or 
covering  a  retreat  with  their  arch¬ 
ers  or  light  artillery,  by  placing 
them  in  the  mo  ft  advantageous 
pofttions:  1  fiich  paflages  are  ob¬ 
vious  enough  in  the  ancient  au¬ 
thors. 

I  hope  now,  that  1  have  proved 
to  your  fatisfaftion,  that  the  an¬ 
cients  made  the  very  fame  ufe  of 
their  machines  of  war,  as  we  dp 
of  our  artillery:  If  we  find  them 
feldom  taken  notice  of  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  field- engagements,  the 
reafon  is,  that  it  was  the  cuftora 
with  them  to  draw  their  fwords> 
and  come  quickly  to  a  clofe  con¬ 
flict  ;  and  if  this  was  the  practice 
in  our  armies,  the  artillery  would 
not  have  fo  considerable  a  ihare, 
as  it  has  at  prefent,  in  the  deciftoa, 
of  a  battle. 


On  the  Sieges  and  Naval  Armaments 
of  the  Ancients ,  and  their  Refem - 
hlance  to  ihoj'e  of  the  Modern j  $ 
from  the  fame . 

IN  EVER  could  lubferibe  t© 
the  imiverfal  opinion,  that  the 
difeovefy  of  '  gun-powder,  the 
cornpafs,  and  the  art  of  printing, 
have'  produced  an  entire  change, 
and  that  for  the  better,  in  the  fyf- 
tern  of  affairs.  The  compafs  in¬ 
deed  was  a  noble  invention,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  but  fociety  has 
derived  wonderful  benefits  from 
the  ftifeoyery  of  an  inftrument, 

which 
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which  in  the  clarkeft  atmofphere 
points  out  to  us  the  pole,  guides 
us  with  fecurity,  and  makes  us  in 
fiome  meafure  mailers  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  ocean.  It  may  be 
ealled  the  very  foul  of  navigation. 
The  Cynofure  alone  would  never 
have  conducted  us  to  the  diftoVery 
of  America  ♦  and  we  have  caufe 
to  boaft,  that  a  middling  pilot  in 
our  age  knows  more  than  in  the 
times  of  the  ancients  did  Near- 
chus,  the  admiral  of  Alexander 
the  Great,  or  Hanna,  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  of  the  Carthaginians.  The 
art  of  printing  has  alfo  made  a 
great  alteration  in  the  face  of  af¬ 
fairs,  by  rendering  that  common, 
which  formerly  was  a  luxury 
which  the  great  only  could  par¬ 
take  of.  But  are  we  to  Conclude, 
that  letters  have  received  any 
augmentation  from  an  art  that  is 
io  productive  of  literary  abortions, 
and  by  which  are  multiplied  the 
means  of  propagating  falfe  fcience, 
which,  is  far  worfe  than  ignorance 
itfeif  ?  Again,  does  it  appear, 
that  the.  invention  of  gun-powder 
has  introduced  any  univcrfal 
Changes  in  the  military  fyftem? 
Our  armies  march  at  prefent  in 
t-He  fame  manner,  and  with  the 
fame  precautions,  as  thofe  of  the 
ancients.;  our  orders  of  battle  are 
the  fame.;  we  put  in  pra&ice  the 
fame  ftratagems ;  and  we  encamp: 
or  at  leaft  we  Ihould  encamp,  as 
•they,  did.  Nothing  is  changed  in 
the  fundamental  principles  of  war; 
F’St  in  the  place  of  the  cataiwkdc 
and  the  baliftsi'  o«r  Cannon  and 
©or  mortars,  and  all  is  parallek 
It  gives  me  pleafure  to  find  that 
f  our  idea  fo  nearly  coincides  with 
mine  with  regard  to  the  field 
ooer.itions,  which  form  ike  moil 
©ew£d$r?Mc  Winch  sf  war?  yeu 


have  no  longer  any  doubts  re¬ 
maining,  But  you.  are  not  fo 
clear  on  what  telatesto  naval  ope¬ 
rations  and  lieges,  on  which  you 
defire  my  opinion.  I  know  not 
whether  I  fliall  be  able  to  find, 
among  my  little  collection  of 
notes,  wherewithal  to  fatisfy  vom 
fully  in  this  particular.  To  be¬ 
gin  with  lieges  t  however  Imper¬ 
ially  it  may  be  thought,  that  the 
invention  of  artillery  has  entirely 
changed  the  nature  of  them;  yet 
it  will  be  found,  by  tkofe  who 
confider  the  matter  attentively, 
that  the  fun-demental  modes  of  the 
attack  and  defence  of  places  are 
the  very  fame  at  this  day  as  they 
were  in  the  times  of  the  ancients. 
The  towers,  with  which  they 
Banked  the  curtain,  jutted  out 
juft  like  our  baftions,  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  dosftrine  of  Vitru¬ 
vius,  mould  be  at  the  diftance  of 
a  bow-fhot  from  each  other:  this 
correfponds  with  our  line  of  de¬ 
fence,  which,  is  to  be.  equal  td> 
the  ranee  of  a  muflcet-ihot.  Per- 
haps  we  mall  not  find  any  great 
difference  between  thefe  two  dis¬ 
tances ;  for  1  we  are  informed,  by 
a  paflage  *m  Vegetms,  that  the 
arrows  carried  to  the  diftance  of 
fix  hundred  feet,  which  is  about 
the  range  of  a  poii^t  blank  Biot 
from  a  -fire-lock.  They  alfo  mad6 
project  ures  in  the  it  walls,  to  flank 
the  aflailants ;  and  the  ft  reefs 
leading  to  the  gates  were  not  m 
a  chrefil  line,  but  crooked.  They 
were  not  without  ditches,  to 
keep  the  enemy  at  a  diftance ; 
nor  terre-piains,  nor  efpianades, 
in  the  defences,  to  ft  op.  the  ene¬ 
my,  in  cafe  he  had  got  poifeftion 
of  any  part  of  the  rampart :  and 
they  directed,  agreeable  to  the 
precepts  of  the  bell  modern  engi  ¬ 
neer^ 


iA2  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1782. 


reers,  that  the  works,  and  the 
places  of  arms,  fihouid  be  made 
large  and  fpacious,  that  there 
migpt  be  room  for  whole  cohorts 
to  draw  up  in  them,  buch  was  in 
fubifance  their  fyftem  of  defence. 
Their  mode  of  attack  was  al fo 
extremely  limilar  to  ours.  When 
they  pitched  their  camp  before  a 
t  own,  they  took  care  to  fortify  it  as 
well  from  thofe  within,  as  from 
thofe  who  might  come  from  with- 
out,  to  fuccour  the  believed  •  m 
which  they  {hewed  wonderful  inge¬ 
nuity.  The  wells,  which  were 
tlfed  at  the  liege  of  Philiplburg,  to 
proteCt  the  lines,  and  the  wolf-traps 
that  were  made  at  the  blockade 
of  Prague,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
were  but  flight  imitations  of  what 

o 

was  contrived  in  the  like  circum- 
ftances  by  the  ancients.  They 
carried  on  the  their  approaches  as 
much  as  poilible  under  cover. 
Some  will  have  it,  that  they  were 
carried  on  by  trenches*'  juft  as 
they  are  at  prfcfcnt ;  others  deny 
/  it :  but  they  certainly  fecured  the 
communication  between  the  camp 
and  the  front  of  the  attack  with  a 
inecies  of  trench.  The  befiegers 
undermined  the  walls  of  the  ior- 
treffes,  and  the  belieged  likewife 
dug  mines  under  the  works  of  the 
b  lingers  ;  in  which  fharp  conflicts 
often  took  place  between  the  mi¬ 
ners,  who  did  ail  they  could,  with 
fumigations  and  fires  to  deltroy 
one  another.  The  a  {fault  was 
ufually  carried  on  under  cover  of 
a  heavy  difcharge  from  the  ma<-v 
machines  and  from  the  a who 
fwept  off  with -their  (tones  and  ar- 
rows  all  Who  ventured  to  drew 
themfelves  upon  the  walls;  and 
failles  were  likewife  made  in  the 
fame  manner  by  the  befieged,  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  the  ap¬ 


proaches.  Batteries  of  bait  (lex r 
were  conilruCted  with  which  they 
difmotmted  the  machines  of  the 
enemy,  and  made  breaches  in  the 
walls,  when  at  a  diftance  ;  as  they 
did,  when  clofe  with  the  batter¬ 
ing-rams  :  and  I  mentioned  in 
my  laft,  that  thefe  machines  had 
force  enough  to  difmantle  the 
walls,  and  even  to  level  the  tow¬ 
ers,  in  which  the  principal  ftrength 
of  the  fortreffes  confided.  Re¬ 
gal  us  had  balifite  in  his  army, 
even  lo  far  back  as  the  .firft  Punic 
war.  Vefpafian  had  a  prodigious 
number  at  the  fiege  of  jotapata  ; 
and  it  was  with  thefe  machines 
that  Pompey  battered  the  Temple 
of  Jerufalem,  which  for  folidity 
was  not  inferior  to  the  flrongefi: 
citidel.  No  wonder  then,  that 
the  learned,  after  confidering  the 
mode  of  attacking  and  defending 
places  in  paft  ages,  fihouid  not 
fufter  themfelves  to  be  hurried 
away  with  the  current,  and  fhould 
judge,  that  in  this  branch  of  the 
art  of  war,  there  is  little  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  ancient  and  the 
modern  practice.  Count  Leonar¬ 
do,  a  man  eminent  for  his  know¬ 
ledge  of  military  architecture,  af¬ 
ter  ted,  that  the  whole  of  a  forti¬ 
fication,  confuting  in  the  curtain, 
the  flank,  the  ditch,  the  covert¬ 
way,  the  places  of  arms,  and  the 
batteries,  no  one,  that  underftood 
any  thing  of  modern  fortification, 
would  hold  cheap  the  maxims  of 
Vitruvius.  And  the  famous  Duke 
of  Rohan  affirms,  that,  though  the 
invention  of  artillery  may  have 
produced  a  few  changes  in  military 
architecture,  yet  the  principles  of 
attack  and  defence  are  at  this  dav 
the  fame  with  thofe  of  ancient 
times  ;  and  that  the  fiege  of  Alex¬ 
ia  is  the  exaCt  counterpart  of  the 
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celebrated  fieges  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  the  Marquis  of  Spinola, 
and  the  Duke  of  Parma. 

Now,  if  we  pafs  from  a  review 
of  the  military,  to  that  of  the  na¬ 
val  armaments  of  the  ancients, 
we  fhall  find  them  more  conform¬ 
able  than  is  commonly  imagined 
to  thofe  of  the  prefent  age.  Their 
fliips  of  war  had  the  appearance  of 
fortreffes,  as  well  as  ours ;  and 
that  not  from  their  immenfe  bulk 
alone,  but  from  the  nature  of  the 
arms  with  which  they  were  fur- 
rallied,  which  might  be  called 
great  and  (mall  artillery.  VV  e 
read  in  Diodorus  Siculus,  that 
Demetrius  Poliorcetes  had  on  the 
prows  of  his  veffels  catapult <£y  that 
carried  to  a  prodigious  dillance, 
which  correfpond  with  our  bow- 
chafes.  On  the  firft-rate  fhips 
the  ancients  erected  towers  and 
caflles :  as  proof  of  which  we  have 
the 

Ibis  Libnrnis  inter  alta  navium 
Amice,  propugnaeula. 

of  Horace  :  and  the 

Tanta  mole  viri  turritis  pupplbus  inffant 

of  Virgil :  and  Florus  tells  us, 
fpeaking  of  thofe  very  fliips  of 
Mark  Anthony,  that  they  refem- 
bled  fo  many  floating  caft,le$  ;  that 
the  wind  could  nor  move  them 
without  labour :  and  that  they 

”  J 

made  the  lea  groan  under  their 
weight.  Thefe  exprefiicns  might 
be  applied  with  great  propriety  to 
that  famous  fh'ip  of  two  hundred 
guns,  called  the  Char  ante,  which 
was  built  by  Lewis  the  Twelfth, 
or  the  Anna  of  one  hundred  a  fid 
fourteen  large  pieces  of  cannon, 
which  I  have  myfelf  fcen  in  the 
port  of  Cronirat,  at  the  mouth  of 
t  he  Neva,  in  the  Baltic  fea.  From 


the  machines  mounted  in  thefe 
towers  and  caflles  they  difcharged 
flones,  darts,  and  '  other  millile 
weapons,  as  we  are  informed  by 
Vegetius ;  and  likewife  red-hot 
arrows,  prepared  with  oil,  ful- 
phur,  and  other  combuflible  ma¬ 
terials,  to  fire  the  enemy’s  fliips, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  at  fieges. 
Their  machines  were  of  great  fer- 
cive  in  the  difembarking  of  troops ; 
which  was  effected  under  cover  of 
their  difcharge,  like  that  of  fo 
many  batteries  of  cannon.  It  was 
thus  that  Cssfar  landed  on  the 
Britifli  fhore.  Bringing  his  fliips 
of  war  cloT  to  the  land,  he  kept 
fo  continual  and  heavy  a  d  fcharge 
upon  the  Britons,  as  to  diflodge 
them,  whilit:  the  troops  landed 
from  the  tranfports ;  by  which 
means,  the  Romans  made  good 
their  defcent  on  that  iiknd,  which 
coll  them  afterwards  fo  much  la¬ 
bour  to  fubdue. 

Diodorus  Siculus  fpeaks  of  a  vef¬ 
fels  armed,  as  one  might  call  it, 
with  artillery  at  the  fiege  of  7'yre, 
and  at  that  of  Pvhodes,  which  was 
conducted  by  Demetrius  Poliorce¬ 
tes,  the  moft  memo/ able  fiege 
perhaps  of  all  .antiquity,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  various  contrivances 
in  engineering  put  in  practice  by 
that  ingenious  prince. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  wild¬ 
fires  of  the  Greeks,  which  were 
thrown  by  means  of  pipes  or  pots 
upon  the  fliips  of  the  enemy;  an 
invention  of  the  lower  empire; 
but  the  hre-fhips  we  fhall  fmd  to 
have  been  a  very  early  invention. 
Their  hold  was  filled  with  tow, 
pitch  and  roftn ;  and  being  fet  fire 
to,  they  were  carried  by  the  wind 
into  the  midft  of  the  enemy’s  fleet, 

j 

It  is  fuppofed  they  were  originally 
made  uie  of  at  Tyre  to  deflroy 
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tlie  fmmenfe  'dyke  which  Alexan¬ 
der  threw  acrofs  the  harbour,  in 
order  to  cut  off  that  city  from  all 
communication  with  the  fea  I  but 
I  find  Thucydides  takes  notice  of 
thefe  fire-fhips  in  his  hiftory  of  the 
Peloponeffan  war,  which  hap¬ 
pened  long  before  the  fiege  of 
Tyre.  And  you  may  find  a  re¬ 
markable  irrftance  of  their  effefts 
tu  the  commentaries  of  Julius 
Ciefar,  where  he  relates,  that  a 
great  part  of  his  fleet  wasdeftroy- 
ed  by  them  in  the  Sicilian  feas. 

But  notwithstanding  all  thefe 
fires,  and  thefe  machines,  the  an¬ 
cients  did  not  ftand  to  engage, 
and,  as  it  were,,  to  cannonade  one 
another  at  a  diftance.  As  in  their 
battles  on  fliore,  after  the  firft  dif- 
charee  of  their  machines,  and  that 
iron  ibower  of  darts,  which  dark¬ 
en  the  air,  as  Virgil  expreftes  it, 
they  came  to  clofe  afition,  hand 
to  hand ;  fo  did  they  likewife  aCl 
in  their  naval  engagements.  Plu¬ 
tarch  relates,  that  in  the  battle  of 
Actium,  the  large  ffiips  of  Mark 
Anthony  be  me  far  rounded  by  the 
f mailer  and  lighter  LibuEnial  vef- 
fiels  of  Augnftus,  the  combat  had 
the  appearance  of  an  affault  upon 
fa  many  caffles.  .  They  ufually 
endeavoured  to  link  one  another, 
the  Greeks  in  particular,  by  board¬ 
ing  with  the  roftruini  or  beak, 
with  which  the  In ips  pVows  were 
fortified.  You  remember  that 
Dufllius,  the  firft  naval  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Romans,  who  ob¬ 
tained  the  roftral  crown  by  his 
vi-Cfqrv  at  My  him,  firft  thought  of 
erecting  on  the  prow  of  his  ihips 
the  crow  or  draw-bridge  :  of 
which  Polvb  us  has  given  a  mi¬ 
nute  cieferiptiork  As  foon  as  they 
had  approached  near  enough,  they 
Ic.  fail  the  draw-bridge  on  the 


bow  or  fide  of  the  enemv  fhip* 
which  it  grapled  with  kind  of 
iron  claw,  that  was  fixed  to  the 
extremity  of  it.  Thus  they  board¬ 
ed  the  enemy;  and  the  foldiers 
having  filed  over  the  draw-bridge* 
the  fea-fight  became  the  fame 
with  an  engagement  on  fhore. 
Without  this  contrivance  the  Ro¬ 
mans  would  never  have  fucceeded 
in  their  firft  battle  at  fea  with  the 
Carthaginians,  a  people  fo  expert 
in  maritime  affairs ;  and  this  me¬ 
thod  of  fighting  they  ft  ill  retain¬ 
ed,  after  they  had  acquired  dome 
knowledge  of  naval  operations. 
Their  hiftorians  often  fpeak  of 
their  ,  marine  legions.  Befides, 
Vegetius  exprefsly  informs  us, 
that  the  common  practice  was  to 
let  down  the  draw-bridges,  board 
the  enemy,  and  engage  hand  to 
hand.  This  was  indeed,  on  all 
oecafions,  the  favourite  method  of 
the  ancients,  as’  that  by  which 
every  blow-  has  its  effe.Ct,  and 
which  gives  the  fulled  fcope  to 
perfonal  valour.  Thus,  even  at 
lieges,  \the  intention  of  all  the 
works  carried  on  by  the  affailants* 
was  to  bring  them  clofer  to  the 
befieged.  And  the  Spartans,  who 
placed  their  whole  ftudy  in  warp 
in  which  they  went  beyond  all  the 
other  ftates  of  Greece,  thought 
their  own  arms  the  ftireft  defence, 
their  own  breads  the  ftrortgeft  ram- 
parts  of  their  city. 

But,  to  conclude  at  once  this 
long  harangue,  might  we  not 
venture  to  wagCr,  .  that  if  thofe 
brave  Greeks  and  Romans,  were  to 
return  into  the  world,  they  would 
not  make  any  alteration*  in  fpite 
of  the  cannon,  in  their  manner  of 
fighting  ?  Confidering  the  fyftein 
of  war  as  a  machine,  we  may  af- 
fert,  that  the  moderns  have  not 
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aJcL  b-.gle  wheel  or  pulley  to 
wKi.  v.T  nftrudted  and  provid¬ 
ed  by  the  ancients:  All  that  can 
be  laid  is,  that  one  ipring  of  the 
machine  has  acquired  a  greater 
degree  of  force  and  activity  than 
it  had  formerly.  I  mean  the  fire¬ 
arms,  which  carry  farther  than  the 
machines  of  the  ancients.  The 
expanfton  of  air,  caufed  by  the 
burning  of  gun-powder,  has  cer¬ 
tainly  greater  force  to  drive  a 
ball  from  the  barrel  of  a  cannon, 
than  the  elatlicity  of  the  flender 


H  5 

firings,  which  they  made  ufe  of, 
had  to  drive  a  flone  from  the  bait- 
Jla.  But  what  effential  difference 
does  it  make,  that  one  arm  is  con¬ 
trived  to  flrike  at  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance  ?  No  man  ever  took  it  into 
his  head  to  imagine,  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  war  in  modern  times  are 
changed  from  thofe  of  the  ancient, 
becaufe  the  fight  of  the  engineer, 
the  admiral,  and  the  general,  has 
been  fo  much  improved,  and  car¬ 
ried  fo  much  farther,  by  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  the  telefcope. 
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Miscellaneous-  Essays. 

H 


A  DifcourJ'e  delivered  to  the  Stu¬ 
dents  of  the  Royal  Academy ,  eft 
the  Diflribution  of  the  Prizes , 
December  io»  1782*  by  the  Pre- 
(idem. 

Gentlemen, 

HE  high  eft  ambition  of  every 
artift  is  to  be  thought  a  man 
of  genius.  As  long  as  this  flatter¬ 
ing  quality  is  joined  to  his  name, 
he  can  bear  with  patience  the  im¬ 
putation  of  carelefthefs,  incorrect - 
nefs,  or  defeats  of  whatever  kind. 

So  far  indeed  is  the  prefence  of 
genius  from  implying  an  abfence 
of  faults,  that  they  are  confidered 
by  many  as  inseparable  compa¬ 
nions.  Some  go  itich  lengths  as 
to  take  indications  from  them,  and 
hot  only  exciife  faults  on  account 
of  genius,  but  they  prefume  ge¬ 
nius  from  the  exiftencc  of  certain 
faults. 

It  is  certainly  true,  that  a  work 
may  juftly  claim  the  character  of 
genius  though  full  of  errors  }  and 
it  is  equally  true,  that  it  may  be 
fauklefs,  and  vet  not  exhibit  the 
leaft  fpark  of  genius.  This  natu¬ 
rally  fuggefts  an  enquiry,  a  defire 
at  leaft  of  enquiring,  what  quali¬ 
ties  of  a  work  and  of  a  workman 
may  juftly  intitle  a  painter  to  that 
character  ?' 


I  have  in  a  former  difeourfe  • 
endeavoured  to  impfefs  you  with  a 
fixed  opinion,  that  a  comprehen- 
five  and  critical  knowledge  of  the 
works  of  nature  is  the  only  fource 
of  beauty  and  grandeur.  But 
when  we  fpeak  to  painters,  we 
muft  always  confider  this  rule,  and 
all  rules,  with  a  reference  to  the 
mechanical  practice  of  their  own 
particular  art.  It  is  not  properly 
in  the  learning,  the  tafte,  and  the 
dignity  of  the  ideas,  that  genius 
appears  as  belonging  to  a  painter, 
‘1  here  is  a  genius  particular  arid 
appropriated  in  his  own  trade,  (as 
I  may  call  it)  diftiiiguiilied  front 
all  others.  For  that  power,  which 
enables  the  artift  to  conceive  his 
iubjedt  with  dignity,  may  be  faid 
to  belong  to  general  education  ; 
and  is  as  much  the  genius  of  a  poet, 
or  the  proieifor  of  any  other  libe¬ 
ral  art,  or  even  of  a  good  critic  in 
any  of  thofe  arts,  as  of  a  painter. 
Whatever  fublime  ideas  may  fill  his 
mind,  he  is  a  painter  only  as  he 
can  put  in  practice  what  he  knows, 
and  communicate  thofe  ideas  by 
viable  reprefentation. 

If  my  expreffion  can  convey  my 
idea,  I  with  to  diftinguiili  excel¬ 
lence  of  this  kind  by  calling  it  the 
genius  cf  mechanical  performance. 
This  genius  confifts,  I  conceive, 
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in  the  power  of  exprdfmg  that 
which  employs  your  pencil,  what¬ 
ever  it  may  be,  as  a  whole  ;  fo  as 
that  the  general  effect  and  power 
of  the  whole  may  take  poffelfion  of 
the  mind,  and  for  a  while  lufpend 
the  confideration  of  the  fubordi- 
nate  and  particular  beauties  or 
defeats. 

The  advantage  of  this  method 
of  confidering  objects,  is  what  I 
wifh  now  more  particularly  to  en¬ 
force.  At  the  fame  time  I  do  not 
forget,  that  a  painter  mull;  have 
the  power  of  contracting  as  well 
as  dilating  his  fight  ;  becaufe,  he 
that  does  not  at  all  exprefs  parti¬ 
culars,  expreffes  nothing  ;  yet  it  is 
certain,  that  a  nice  difcrimination 
of  minute  circumftances,  and  a 
punctilious  delineation  of  them, 
whatever  excellence  it  may  have, 
(and  I  do  not  mean  to  detraCt  from 
it)  never  did  confer  on  the  art  ill 
the  character  of  genius. 

Befides  thofe  minute  differences 
in  things  which  are  frequently  not 
obferved  at  all,  and  when  they  are 
make  little  imprelfion,  there  are  in 
all  confiderabie  objeCts  great  cha- 
raCteriftic  diftihCtions,  which  prefs 
ftrongly  on  the  fenfes,  and  there¬ 
fore  fix  the  imagination. 

Thefe  are  by  no  means,  as  fome 
people  think,  an  aggregate  of  all 
the  fmall  difcriminating  particu¬ 
lars  ;  nor  will  fuch  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  particulars  ever  exprefs 
them.  Thele  anfwer  to  what  I 
have  heard  great  lawyers  call  the 
leading  points  in  a  cafe,  or  the 
leading  cafes  relative  to  thefe 
points. 

The  detail  of  particulars,  which 
does  not  afiift  the  exprelfion  of  the 
main  charaCteriftic,  is  worfe  than 
ufelefs,  it  is  mifchievous,  as  it 
difimates  the  attention,  and  draws 
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it  from  the  principal  point.  It 
may  be  remarked,  that  the  im- 
preifion  which  is  left  on  our  mind, 
even  of  things  which  are  familiar 
to  us,  is  feldom  more  than  their 
general  effeCt ;  beyond  which  we 
do  not  look  in  recognizing  fuch 
objeas. 

To  exprefs  this  in  painting,  is 
to  exprefs  what  is  congenial  and 
natural  to  the  mind  of  man,  and 
what  gives  him  by  refleaion  his 
own  mode  of  conceiving.  The 
other  prefuppofes  nicety  and  re- 
fearchy  which  are  only  the  bufinefs 
of  the  curious  and  attentive,  and 
therefore  does  not  fpeak  to  the 
general  fenfe  of  the  whole  fpecies  $ 
in  which  common,  and,  as  I  may 
fo  call  it,  mother  tongue,  every 
thing  grand  and  comprehenfive 
mull  be  uttered. 

I  do  not  mean  to  prefcribe  what 
degree  of  attention  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  minute  parts :  this  it 
is  hard  to  fettle.  We  are  fure 
that  it  is  exprefiing  the  general 
effect  of  the  whole  which  can  give 
to  objects  their  true  and  touching 
character  ;  and  wherever  this  is 
obferved,  whatever  is  negleCted, 
we  acknowledge  the  hand  of  a 
mailer.  We  may  even  go  farther 
and  obferve,  that  when  the  general 
effeCt  only  is  prefented  to  us  by  a 
fkilful  hand,  it  appears  to  exprefs 
that  objeCt  in  a  more  lively  man¬ 
ner  than  the  minuted  refemblance 
would  do. 

Thefe  obfervations  may  lead  to 
very  deep  questions  which  I  do 
not  mean  here  to  difcufs ;  among 
othefs,  it  may  lead  to  an  enquiry, 
Why  we  are  not  always  pleafed 
with  the  moft  ablolute  poffible 
refemblance  of  an  imitation  to  its 
original  objeCt?  Cafes  may  exift 
in  which  fuch  a  fefemblance  may 
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be  even  -difagreeable.  I  fh  all,  only 
■obferve  that  the  eifkft  of  figures 
in  wax  work,  though  certainly  a 
Snore  exaft  reprefen  tat  ion  than  can 
be  giv^n  by  painting  or  Sculpture, 
is  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  plea- 
ifire  we  receive  from  imitation  is 
not  mcreafed  merely  in  proportion 
as  it  approaches  to  minute  and  de- 
tailed  reality  ;  we  are  pleafed,  on 
the  contrary,  by  feeing  ends  an- 
f veered  by  feeming  inadequate 
means. 

To  ex  hr  els  protuberance  by  ac¬ 
tual  relief,  to  exp  refs  the  foftnefs 
of  fie  ill  by  the  foftnefs  of  wax, 
ieeois  rude  and  inartificial,  and 
creates  no  grateful  furpme,  But 
to  exprefs  distances  on  a  plain  fur- 
face,  ioftnefs  by  hard  bodies,  and 
particular  colouring  by  materials 
which  are  not  fingly  of  that  colour, 
produces  that  magic  which  is  the 
pride  and  triumph  of  art. 

Carry  this  principle  a  ftep  fur¬ 
ther.  -Suppofe  the  effeft  of  imita¬ 
tion  to  be  fully  compaifed,  by  mea  ns 
Itfll  more  inadequate  i  kt  the 
power  of  a  few  well-choien  it  pokes,- 
which  fuperie.de  labour  by  judg¬ 
ment  and  direcllon,  produce  a 
complete  imp  refit  on  of  all  that  the. 
mind  demands  in  an  object ;  we 
are  charmed  with  fuch  an  unex¬ 
pected  happinefs,  and  begin  ’to  be 
tired  with  the  fuperfiuous  dili¬ 
gence,  which  in  vain  fo  licks  an 
appetite  already  fatkted. 

r!  he  properties  of  all  objects, 
as  far,  as  a  painter  h  concerned 
with  them,  are,  the  outline  or 
drawing,  the  colour-,,  and  the  light 
and  fhade.  The  drawing  gives 
the  form,  the  colour  ’  its  vifible 
quality,  and  the  light  and  tirade 
its  folidky* 

Excellence  in  any  one  of  thefe 
parts  of  art  will  never  be  acquired 


by  an  artlft,  tmlefs  he  lias  the  ha*» 
bit  of  looking  upon  objects  at 
large,  and  obferving  the  elf  eft 
which  they  have  on  the  eye  when 
it  is  dilated,  and  employed  upon 
the  whole,  without  feeing  any  one 
of  the  parts  diftinftly.  It  is  by 
this  that  we  obtain  the  ruling  cha- 
rafteriftic,  and  that  we  learn  to 
imitate  it  by  fhoit  and  dexterous 
methods.  I  do  not  mean  by  dex¬ 
terity  a  trick  or  mechanical  habit, 
formed  by  guefs,  and  eftabiifhed 
by  cuftom  j  but  that  fcience, 
which,  by  a  profound  knowledge 
of  ends  and  means  difeovers  the 
jhorteft  and  fureft  way  to  its  own 
purpofe. 

if  we  examine  with  a  critical 
view  the  manner  of  thofe  artifts 
whom  we  confider  as  patterns,  we 
fTial]  find  that  their  . great  lame 
does  not  proceed  from  their  works 
being  more  highly  finiified,  of 
from  a  more  minute  attention  to 
details,  but  from  that  enlarged 
comprehenfion.  which  fees  the 
whole  objeft  at  once,  and  that 
energy  of  art  which  gives  its  cha- 
rafterifhe  dfeft  by  adequate  ex- 
predion. 

Raffs  e  lie  and  Titian  are  two 
names  which  ftand  the  high  eft  in 
our  art  ;  one  for  drawing,  the 
other  for  painting.  The  moft  con- 
fiderable  and  the  mcfl  efteemed 
works  of  Paffraetle  are  the  cartoons, 
and  his  frefed  works  in  the  Va¬ 
tican  ;  thofe,  as  we  all  know,  are 
far  from  being  minutely  fin ii bed  j 
his  principal  care  and  attention 
feems  to  le  fixed  upon  the  adjuft-' 
ment  of  the  whole,  whether  it  Was 
the  general  compofition,  or  the 
compofition1  of  each  individual  fi¬ 
gure  ;  for  every  figure  may  be  laid 
to  be  a  leffer  whole,  though  in 
regard  to  the  general  work  to 
j  which 
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which  it  belongs,  it  is  but  a  part ; 
the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  head, 
of  the  hands,  or  feet.  Though 
he  pofleffed  this  art  of  feeing  and 
comprehending  the  whole,  as  far 
as  form  is  concerned,  he  did  not 
exert  the  fame  faculty  in  regard 
to  the  general  effect,  which  is  pre¬ 
ferred  to  the  eye  by  colour,  and 
light,  and  ihade.  Of  this  the  de¬ 
ficiency  of  his  oil  pictures  where 
this  excellence  is  more  e'pedted 
than  in  frefco,  is  a  fufHcient 
prooi . 

It  is  to  Titian  we  mud  turn  our 
eyes  to  find  excellence  with  regard 
to  colour,  and  light  and  fhade,  in 
the  higheft  degree.  He  was  both 
the  firft  and  the  greateff  matter  of 
this  art.  By  a  few  Itrokes  he 
knew  how  to  mark  the  general 
image  and  character  of  whatever 
object  he  attempted,  and  produced, 
by  this  alone,  a  truer  reprefenta- 
tion  than  his  matter  Giam,  Belli* 
no,  or  any  of  his  predeceffors, 
who  finiflied  every  hair.  \  His 
great  care  was  to  exprefs  the  ge¬ 
neral  colour,  to  preferve  the  mattes 
of  light  and  tirade,  'and  to  give  by 
oppofition  the  idea  of  that  folidity 
which  is  infeparable  from  natural 
objects.  When  thofe  are  preferr¬ 
ed,  though  with  nothing  more,  the 
work  will  have  in  a  proper  place 
its  compleat  etfebt ;  but  where  any 
of  thefe  are  wanting-,  however  mi- 
nutely  laboured  the  picture  may 
be  in  the  detail,  the  whole  will 
have  a  falfe,  and  even  an  unfi- 
niihed  appearance,  at  whatever 
diilancc,  oi  in  whatever  light,  it 
can  be  fhewn. 

It  is  in  vain  to  attend  to  the  va¬ 
riation  of  tints,  if  in  that  atten¬ 
tion,  the  general  hew  of  fletli  is 
loft  :  or  to  finiib  ever  fo  minutelv 
the  parts,  if  the  mudls  are  not 
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obferved,  or  the  whole  not  well 
put  together. 

Vafaria  feems  to  have  no  great 
difpoiition  to  favour  the  Venetian 
painters,  yet  he  every  where  juffcly 
commends  il  modo  di  fate,  lama- 
mere,  la  be’la  pretica  ;  that  is, 
the  admirable  manner  and  practice 
of  that  fell 00 1'.  On  Titian,  in 
particular,  he  bellows  the  epithets 
of  giudtciofo  hello  e  ft  u pen  do. 

This  manner  was  then  new  to 
the  world,  but.  that  untliaken  truth 
on  which  it  is  founded,  has  fixed 
it  as  a  model  to  all  fucceeding- 
painters  •  and  thofe  who  will  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  artifice,  will  find  it 
to  confift  in  the  power  of  gene¬ 
rating,  and  in  the  fhortnefs  and 
tiniplicity  of  the  means. 

Many  artitls,  as  Vafari  likewife 
obferves,  have  ignorantly  imagined 
they  are  imitating  the  manner  of 
Titian  when  they  leave  their  co¬ 
lours  rough  and  negiedt  the  de¬ 
tail  ;  but,  not  pofTelung  the  prin¬ 
ciples  on  which  he  wrought,  they 
have  produced  what  he  calls  gojfe 
pi/(urey  abfurd  fcolifh  pictures * 
for  fuch  vy ill  always  be  the  confer 
quence  of  affecting  dexterity  with¬ 
out  fcience,  without  feledtion,  and 
without  fixed  principles. 

Raffaelle  and  Titian  feemed  to 
look  at  nature  for  different  pur- 
pofes  ;  they  both  had  the  power  of 
extending  their  view  to  the  whole  ; 
but  one  looked  only  for  the  gene¬ 
ral  effeTt  as  produced  by  form,  the 
other  as  by  colour. 

We  cannot  entirely  refufe  to 

j 

Titian  the  merit  of  attending  to 
the  general  form  of  his  object,  a* 
well  as  colour  ;  but  his  deficiency 
lay,  a  deficiency  at  lead  when  he 
Is  compared  with  Raffaeile,  in  not 
poficffmg  the  power,  like  Ivm.  of: 
correcting  the  form  of  his  model 
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by  any  general  idea  of  beauty  in 
his  own  mind.  Of  this  his  St. 
Sebaftian  is  a  particular  inftance. 
This  figure  appears  to  be  a  moft 
exaCt  reprefentation  both  of  the 
form  and  of  the  colour  of  the 
model,  which  he  then  happened 
to  have  before  him  ;  it  has  all  the 
force  of  nature,  and  the  colour  is 
flefli  itfelf ;  but,  unluckily,  the 
model  was  of  a  bad  form,  efpeci- 
ally  the  legs,  Titian  has  with  as 
much  care  preferyed  thefe  defers, 
as  he  has  imitated  the  beauty  and 
brilliancy  of  the  colouring.  In 
his  colouring  he  was  large  and 
general,  as  in  his  defign  he  was 
minute  and  partial  ;  in  the  one  he 
was  a  genius,  in  the  other  not 
much  above  a  copier.  I  do  not, 
however,  fpeak  now  of  all  his 
pictures  $  inftances  enough  may 
be  produced  in  his  works,  where 
thofe  obfervations  on  his  defeCts 
could  not  with  any  propriety  be 
applied  j  but  it  is  in  the  manner , 
or  language,  as  it  may  be  called, 
in  which  Titian,  and  others  of 
that  fchool,  exprefs  themfelves, 
that  their  chief  excellence  lies. 
This  manner  is  in  reality,  in 
painting,  what  language  is  in 
poetry  ;  we  are  all  fen  fib?  e  how 
differently  the  imagination  is  af¬ 
fected  by  the  fame  lentiment  ex- 
prefled  in  different  words,  and 
how  mean  or  how  grand  the  fame 
object  appears  when  prefented  to 
us  by  different  painters.  Whether 
it  is  the  human  figure,  an  animal, 
or  even  inanimate  objects,  there 
is  nothing,  however  unpromifmg 
in^  appearance,  but  what  may  be 
raifed  into  dignity,  convey  fenti- 
tnent,  and  produce  emotion,  in 


the  hands  of  a  painter  of  genius. 
What  was  faid  of  Virgil,  that  he 
threw  even  the  dung  about  the 
ground  with  an  air  of  dignity, 
maybe  applied  to  Titian.  What¬ 
ever  he  touched,  however  natu¬ 
rally  mean  and  habitually  famil- 
liar,  by  a  kind  of  magic  he  in- 
vefled  with  grandeur  and  impor¬ 
tance. 

I  muff  here  obferve,  that  I  am 
not  recommending  a  negleCt  of  the 
detail  ;  indeed  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult,  if  not  impoflible,  to  pre- 
fcribe  certain  bounds,  and  tell 
how  far,  or  when  it  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved  or  negleCted  ;  much  muff, 
at  laff,  be  left  to  the  tafte  and 
judgment  of  the  artift.  I  am  well 
aware  how  a  judicious  detail  will 
fometimes  give  the  force  of  truth 
to  the  work,  and  confequently  in~ 
tereft  the  fpeCtator  *.  I  only  with 
to  imprefs  on  your  minds  the  true 
diftinCtion  between  effential  and 
fubordinate  powers  and  fhew  what 
qualities  ih  the  art  claim  your 
chief  attention,  and  what  may, 
with  the  leafl  injury  to  your  repu¬ 
tation,  be  negleCted  j  fomething, 
perhaps,  always  muff  be  neglect¬ 
ed  5  the  leffer  ought  then  to  give 
wa y  to  the  greater,  and  fince  every 
work  can  have  but  a  limited  time 
allotted  to  it,  for  even  fuppofing 
a  whole  life  to  be  employed  about 
one  picture,  it  is  ftill  limited  ;  it 
appears  more  reafonable  to  employ 
that  time  to  the  bell  advantage, 
in  contriving  various  methods  of 
compofing  the  work  ;  of  trying 
different  effeCts  of  light  and  fliadej 
and  employing  the  labour  of  cor¬ 
rection,  in  heightening  by  a  judi¬ 
cious  adjuftment  of  the  parts  the 


See  Difcourfe  III,  page  105. 


effeCts 
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elfe&s  of  the  whole,  than  that  the 
time  fhould  be  taken  up  in  mi¬ 
nutely  finifhing  thofe  parts. 

But  there  is  another  kind  of 
high  finlhing  which  may  fafely  be 
condemned,  as  it  feems  to  coun- 
teradt  its  own  purpofe  ;  that  is, 
when  the  artiil,  to  avoid  that 
hardnefs  which  proceeds  from  the 
outline  cutting  againft  the  ground, 
foftens  and  blends  the  colours  to 
excefs  ;  this  is  what  the  ignorant 
call  high  finUTung,  but  which 
tends  to  deftroy  the  brilliancy  of 
colour,  and  the  true  effect  of  re- 
prefentation,  which  confiits  very 
much  in  preferving  the  fame  pro¬ 
portion  of  fliarpnefs  and  bluntnefs 
which  is  in  natural  objedts.  This 
extreme  foftning,  inftead  of  pro¬ 
ducing  the  effect  of  foftnefs,  gives 
the  appearanee  of  ivory,  or  fome 
other  hard  fubllance,  highly  po¬ 
liced. 

The  portraits  of  Cornelius  John- 
fon  appear  to  have  this  defeat, 
and  confequently  want  that  fup- 
plenefs  which  is  the  charadleriilic 
of  flefh  ;  whereas  in  the  works 
of  Vandyke  we  may  obferve  that 
true  mixture  of  foftnefs  and  hard¬ 
nefs  perfectly  obferved.  The  fame 
defetf  is  in  the  manner  of  Van- 
derwerf,  in  oppofition  to  that  of 
Teniers  ;  and  inch  we  may  add  is 
the  manner  of  Raffaelle  in  his  oil 
pictures,  in  comparifon  wit'll  that 
of  Titian. 

The  name  which  Raff  efe  has 
fo  jutlly  maintained  as  the  fird  of 
painters,  we  mav  venture  to  fay 
was  not  acquired  by  this  laborious 
attention.  His  apology  may  be 
made  by  faying  that  it  was  the 
manner  of  his  country  ;  but  if  he 
had  expreffed  his  ideas  with  the 
facility  and  eloquence,  as  it  may 


b#  called,  of  Titian,  his  v/orks 
would  certainly  not  have  been  lefs 
excellent ;  and  that  praife,  which 
ages  and  nations  have  poured  out 
upon  his  works,  for  poffefling  ge¬ 
nius  in  the  higher  attainments  of 
art,  would  have  been  extended  to 
them  all. 

Thofe  who  are  not  convprfant 
in  works  of  art,  are  often  fur- 
prifed  at  the  high  value  fet  by 
connoilfeurs  on  drawings  which 
appear  carelefs,  and  in  every  re- 
fpedt  unfinilhed  ^  but  they  are 
truly  valuable,  and  their  value 
arifes  from  this,  that  they  give 
the  idea  of  a  whole,  and  this 
whole  is  often  epreffed  by  a  dex¬ 
terous  facility  which  indicates  the 
true  power  of  a  painter,  even 
though  roughly  exerted  ;  whether 
it  conlifts  in  the  general  compofl- 
tion,  or  the  general  form  of  each 
figure,  or  in  the  turn  of  the  atti¬ 
tude  which  bellows  grace  and  ele¬ 
gance,  All  this  we  may  fee  fully 
exemplified  in  the  very  fkilful 
drawings  of  Farmegiano  and  Cor- 
rogio.  On  whatever  account  we 
value  thefe  drawings,  it  is  certain¬ 
ly  not  for  high  finifhing,  or  a  mi¬ 
nute  attention  to  particulars. 

Excellence  in  every  part,  and  in 
every  province  of  our  art,  from  the 
bigheft  ftiie  of  hillory  down  to  the 
refemblance  of  Hill-life,  will  de¬ 
pend  on  this  power  of  extending 
the  attention  at  once  to  the  whole, 
without  which  the  greatell  dili¬ 
gence  is  vain. 

I  wiili  you  to  bear  in  mind,  that 
when  I  fpeak  of  a  whele,  I  do  not 
mean  limply  an  ay  hole  as  belong¬ 
ing  to  compofition,  but  an  'whole 
with  refpedt  to  the  general  liyle  of 
colouring  ;  an  whole  with  regard 
to  the  light  and  fliadc  ,  an  whole 
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of  every  thing  which  may  fepa- 
rately  become  the  main  purpofe 
of  a  painter. 

I  remember  a  landfcape  painter 
in  Rome,  who  was  known  by  the 
name  of  Studio,  from  his  patience 
in  high  finifhing,  in  which  he 
thought  the  whole  excellence  of 
art  confided  •  fo  that  he  once  en¬ 
deavoured,  as  he  faid,  to  reprefent 
every  individual  leaf  on  a  tree. 
This  picture  I  never  faw,  but  I 
am  very  fure  that  an  artift,  who 
looked  only  at  the  general  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  fpecies,  the  order  of 
the  branches,  and  the  maffes  of  the 
foliage,  would  in  a  few  minutes  pro¬ 
duce  a  more  true  refemblance  of 
trees,  than  this  painter  in  as  many 
months. 

A  landfcape-painter  certainly 
ought  td  ftudy  anatomically  (if  I 
may  ufe  the  exprefiion)  all  the  ob¬ 
jects  which  he  paints  ;  but  when 
he  is  to  turn  his  ftudies  to  ufe,  his 
ikill,  as  a  man  of  genius,  will  be 
difplayed  in  fihewing  the  general 
efFeCt,  preferving  the  fame  degree 
of  hardnefs  and  foitnefs  as  the 
objeCts  have  in  nature  ;  for  he  ap¬ 
plies  himfelf  to  the  imagination, 
not  to  the  curiofity,  and  works  not 
lor  the  Virtuofo  or  the  Naturalid, 
but  for  the  common  oblerver  of  life 
and  nature.  When  he  knows  his 
fubjeCt,  he  will  know  not  only 
what  to  defcribe,  but  what  to 
omit  ;  and  this  Ikill  in  leaving  out, 
in  all  things,  is  a  great  part  of 
knowledge  and  wifdom. 

The  lame  excellence  of  manner 
which  Titian  difplayed  in  hiilory 
or  portrait-painting,  is  equally 
confpicuous  in  his  landfcapes, 
whether  they  are  profeffedly  fuch, 
or  ferve  only  as  back-grounds. 
One  of  the  mod  eminent  of  this 
latter  kind  is  to  be  found  ip  the 


picture  of  St.  Pietro  Murtire 
The  large  trees,  which  are  here 
introduced,  are  plainly  didn- 
guifhed  from  each  other  by  the 
diderent  manner  with  which  the 
branches  fihoot  from  their  trunks, 
as  well  as  by  their  different  foli¬ 
age  ;  and  the  weeds  in  the  fore¬ 
ground  are  varied  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  juft  as  much  as  variety  re¬ 
quires,  and  no  more.  When  Al- 
garotti,  fpeaking  of  this  picture, 
praifes  it  for  the  minute  difcrimi- 
nations  of  the  leaves  and  plants, 
even,  as  he  fays,  to  excite  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  a  botanift,  his  inten¬ 
tion  was  undoubtedly  to  givepraife 
even  at  the  expence  of  truth  ;  for 
he  mud;  have  known,  that  this  is 
not  the  character  of  the  picture  , 
but  connoiffeurs  will  always  find 
in  pictures  what  they  think  they 
ought  to  find  ;  he  was  not  aware 
that  he  was  giving  a  defcription 
injurious-  to  the  reputation  of 
Titian. 

Such  accounts  may  be  very  hurt¬ 
ful  to  young  artids,  who  never 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
the  work  defcribed  ;  and  they  may 
podibly  conclude,  that  this  great 
artift  acquired  the  name  of  the 
Divine  Titian  from  his  eminent 
attention  to  fuch  triding  circum- 
dances,  which,  in  reality,  would 
not  raife  him  above  the  level  of 
the  mod  ordinary  painter. 

We  may  extend  thefe  obferva- 
tions  even  to  what  feerrts  to  have 
but  a  fingle,  and  that  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  objeCt.  The  excellence  of 
portrait-painting,  and  we  may  add 
even  the  likenefs,  the  character, 
and  countenance,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  another  place,  depends 
more  upon  the  general  effeCt  ex¬ 
hibited  by  the  painter,  than  the 
exaCt  exprefiion  of  the  peeulrari- 
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tics,  or  minute  difcriminations  of 
the  parts.  The  chief  attention  of 
the  anift  is  therefore  employed  in 
planting  the  features  in  their 
proper  places,  which  fo  much  con¬ 
tributes  to  giving  the  effect  and 
true  impreffion  of  the  whole.  The 
very  peculiarities  may  be  reduced 
to  claffes  and  general  defcriptions, 
and  there  are  therefore  large  ideas 
to  be  found  even  in  this  contracted 
fubjetd.  He  may  afterwards  la¬ 
bour  fingle  features  to  wTat  de¬ 
gree  he  thinks  proper,  but  let  him 
not  forget  continually  to  examine, 
whether  in  finiiliing  the  parts  he 
is  not  deftroying  the  general  effeCt. 

It  were  certainly  a  thing  to  be 
wiilied,  that  all  excellence  were 
applied  to  dluftrate  fubjebts  that 
were  interefting  and  worthy  of 
being  commemorated  ;  whereas 
of  half  the  pictures  that  are  in  the 
world,  the  fubjeCt  can  be  valued 
only  as  an  occafion  which  fets  the 
artift  to  work  ;  and  yet,  the  high 
value  we  fet  on  fuch  pictures, 
without  confidering,  or  perhaps 
without  knowing  the  lubjeCt,  ihews 
how  much  our  attention  is  engaged 
by  the  art  alone. 

Perhaps  ru  thing  that  we  can  fay 
will  fo  clearly  ihew  the  advantage 
and  excellence  of  this  faculty,  as 
that  it  confers  the  character  of 
genius  on  works  that  pretend  to 
no  other  merit  ;  in  which  is 
neither  exorellion,  character,  or 

X-\  J 

dignity,  and  where  none  are  in- 
terefted  in  the  fubjeCd.  We  can¬ 
not  refufe  the  character  of  genius 
to  the  marr  age  of  Paulo  Veronefe, 
without  opposing  the  general  fenfe 
of  mankind,  (great  authorities 
have  called  it  the  triumph  of 
painting)  or,  to  the  altar  of  St. 
Auguftine  at  Antwerp,  by  Rubens, 
y/hich  equally  deferves  the  fame 
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title,  and  for  the  fame  reafon. 
Neither  of  thofc  pictures  have  any 
interefting  itory  to  iupport  them. 
That  of  Paulo  Veroneie  is  only  a 
reprefentation  of  a  great  concourfe 
of  people  at  a  dinner ;  and  the 
fubjeCt  of  Rubens,  il  it  may  be 
called  a  lubjeCt  where  nothing  is 
doing,  is  an  affembly  of  various 
faints  that  lived  in  different  ages. 
The  whole  excellence  of  thole 
pictures  eonfiftsin  mechanical  dex¬ 
terity,  working  howrever  under  the 
influence  of  this  comprehcnfive 
faculty  which  i  have  io  often 
mentioned. 

It  is  by  this,  and  this  alone, 
that  the  mechanical  power  is  en¬ 
nobled  and  railed  much  above  its 
natural  rank.  And  it  appears  to 
me,  that  with  propriety  it  acr 
quires  this  character,  as  an  in- 
itance  of  that  fuperiority  with 
which  mind  predominates  over 
matter,  by  contracting  into  one 
whole  what  nature  has  made  many. 

The  great  advantage  of  this 
idea  of  a  whole  is,  that  a  greater 
quantity  of  truth  may  be  faid  to 
be  contained  and  exprefied  in  a 
few  lines  or  touches,  than  in  the 
mod  laborious  finiiliing  the  parts 
where  this  is  not  regarded.  It  is 
upon  this  foundation  that  it  ftands ; 
and  the  juftnefs  of  the  obfervation 
would  be  confirmed  by  the  igno¬ 
rant  in  art,  if  it  were  poilible  to 
take  their  opinions  unfeduced  by 
fome  falfe  idea  of  what  they  ima¬ 
gine  they  ought  to  fee  in  a  pTture. 
As  it  is  an  art,  they  think  they 
ought  to  be  pleafed  in  proportion 
as  they  fee  that'  art  often  tioufiy 
difplaved  ;  they  will,  from  this 
fupp  fltion,  prefer  neatnefs,  lugh- 
finiiliing,  and  gaudy  colon  ing, 
to  the  truth,  flmnlicitv,  and  unity 
of  nature.  Perhaps  too,  the  to- 
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tally  ignorant  beholder,  like  the 
ignorant  artid,  cannot  comprehend 
a  whole,  nor  even  what  it  means. 
But  if  falfe  notions  do  not  antici¬ 
pate  their  perceptions,  they  who 
are  capable  of  o’ofervation,  and 
\yho,  pretending  to  no  /kill,  look 
only  [trait  forward,  will  praife  and 
condemn  in  proportion  as  the 
..painter  has  fucceeded  in  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  the  whole.  Here  general 
fatisfaction  or  general  didike, 
though  perhaps  defpifed  by  the 
painter  as  proceeding  from  the  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  principles  of  art, 
yet  may  help  to  regulate  hjs  con¬ 
duct,  and  bring  back  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  that  which  ought  to  be  his 
principal  object,  and  from  which 
he  has  deviated  for  the  fake  of 
minuter  beauties. 

An  indance  of  this  right  judg¬ 
ment  I  once  faw  in  a  child,  in 
going  through  a  gallery  where 
there  were  many  portraits  of  the 
lad  age,  which,  though  neatly 
put  out  of  hand,  were  very  ill 
put  together.  The  child  paid  no 
attention  to  the  neat  timfliing,  or 
naturalnefs  of  any  bit  of  drapery, 
but  appeared  to  obferve  only  the 
ungracefulneis  of  the  figures,  and 
put  herfelf  in  the  podure  of  every 
figure  which  die  faw  in  a  forced 
awkward  attitude.  The  cenfure 
of  nature,  uninformed,  fattened 
upon  the  greated  fault  that  could 
be  in  a  picture,  becaufe  it  related 
to  the  character  and  management 
of  the  whole. 

I  diould  be  forry,  if  what  has 
been  (aid  (lion  id  be  underdood  to 
have  any  tendency  to  encourage 
that  careleflnefs  which  leaves  works 
in  an  unfiniflied  date.  I  com¬ 
mend  nothing  for  the  want  of  ex- 
aftnefs  ;  I  mean  to  point  to  that 
kind  of  exact  nets  which  is  the  bed 


and  which  is  alone  truly  to  be 
fo  edeerned. 

So  far  is  my  difquifition  from  • 
giving  countenance  to  idlenefs, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  our  art 
which  enforces  fuch  continual  ex¬ 
ertion  and  circumfpeftion.  It  re¬ 
quires  much  dudy  and  much  prac¬ 
tice  ;  it  requires  the  painter’s 
•whole  attention  ;  whereas  the  parts 
may  be  finiihed  by  nice  touches, 
•while  his  mind  is  engaged  on 
other  matters  ,  he  may  even  hear 
a  play  or  a  novel  read  without 
much  didurbance.  The.  artid, 
who  flatters  his  own  indolence, 
will  continually  find  himfelf  evad¬ 
ing  this  laborious  attention,  and 
applying  his  thoughts  to  the  eafe 
and  lazinefs  of  finiihing  the  parts. 

No  work  can  be  too  much  fi¬ 
niihed,  provided  the  diligence  em¬ 
ployed  be  directed  to  its  proper 
object ;  but  I  have  obferved,  that 
an  exceffive  labour  in  the  detail 
has,  nine  times  in  ten,  been  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  general  effect,  even 
when  it  has  been  the  work  o£ 
great  maders.  It  indicates  a  bad 
choice,  which  is  an  ill  fetting  out 
in  any  undertaking. 

To  give  a  right  direction  to  your 
inauftry  has  been  my  principal 
purpoie  in  this  difcourfe.  It  i$ 
this,  which  I  am  confident  often 
makes  the  difference  between  two 
(indents  of  equal  capacities,  and 
of  equal  indudry.  Whild  the  one 
is  employing  his  labour  on  minute 
objects  of  little  confequence,  the 
other  is  acquiring  the  art,  and 
perfecting  the  habit,  of  feeing  na¬ 
ture  in  an  extenfive  view,  in  its 
proper  proportions,  and  its  due 
fubordination  of  part's. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  mud  make 
one  obfervation  fudiciently  con¬ 
nected  with  the  prefent  fubjett. 

The 
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The  fame  extenfion  of  mind 
which  gives  the  excellence  of  ge¬ 
nius  to  the  theory  and  mechanical 
practice  of  the  art,  will  direft  him 
likewife  in  the  method  o i  ftudy, 
and  give  him  the  fuperiority  over 
thofe  who  narrowly  follow  a  more 
confined  traCl  of  partial  imitation. 
Whoever,  in  order  to  finifh  his 
education,  iliould  travel  to  Italy, 
and  fpend  his  whole  time  there 
only  in  copying  pictures,  mea- 
furing  ftatues  or  buildings,  (though 
tfoefe  things  are  not  to  be  neg¬ 
lected)  would  return  with  little 
improvement.  He  that  imitates 
the  Iliad,  fays  Dr.  Young,  is  not 
imitating  Homer.  It  is  not  by 
laying  up  in  the  memory  the  par¬ 
ticular  details  of  any  of  the  great 
works  of  art  that  any  man  becomes 
a  great  artift,  if  he  flops  without 
making  himfelf  mafler  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  principles  on  which  thefe 
works  are  conducted.  If  he  even 
hopes  to  rival  thofe  whom  he  ad¬ 
mires,  he  mull  confider  their  works 
as  the  means  of  teaching  him  the 
true  art  of  feeing  nature.  When 
this  is  acquired,  he  then  may  be 
faid  to  have  appropriated  their 
powers,  or  at  lead  the  foundation 
of  their  powers,  to  himfelf;  the 
reft  mull  depend  upon  his  own  in- 
duftry  and  application.  The  great 
bufinefs  of  ftudy  is  to  form  a  mind, 
adapted  and  adequate  to  all  times 
and  all  occafions,  to  which  all 
nature  is  then  laid  open,  and 
which  may  be  faid  to  poffefs  the 
key  of  her  inexhauftible  riches. 


Capt .  Inglefielu’s  Narrative,  con¬ 
cerning  the  lofs  of  his  Maje fly's 
Ship  the  Centaur  ;  of  feventy - 
four  Guns ;  and  the  miraculous 
frefeivation  of  the  Pinnace ,  with 
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the  Captain ,  Ma/lery  and  Pen  oj 
the  Crew,  in  a  Praverfe  of  near 
300  Leagues  on  the  great  IVtflern 
Ocean  ;  with  the  Names  oj  the 
People  Javed. 

TH  E  Centaur  left  Jamaica 
in  rather  a  leaky  condi¬ 
tion,  keeping  two  hand  pumps 
going,  and  when  it  blew  frelh, 
fometimes  a  fpell  with  a  chain- 
pump  was  neceffary.  But  I  had 
no  apprehenfion  that  the  fliip  was 
not  able  to  encounter  a  common 
gale  of  wind. 

In  the  evening  of  the  1 6th  of 
September,  when  the  fatal  gale 
came  on,  the  fliip  was  prepared 
for  the  worfl  weather  ufually  met 
with  in  thofe  latitudes ;  the  main- 
fail  was  reefed  and  fet,  the  top¬ 
gallant  mails  ftruck,  and  the 
mizen-yard  lowered  down,  though 
at  that  time  it  did  not  blow  very 
ftrong.  Towards  midnight  it  blew 
a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  fliip 
made  fo  much  water  that  I  was 
obliged  to  turn  all  hands  up  to 
fpell  the  pumps.  The  leak  flill 
increafmg,  I  had  thoughts  to  try 
the  ftiip  before  the  fea.  Happy 
I  iliould  have  been,  perhaps  had 
I  in  this  been  determined.  The 
impropriety  of  leaving  the  convoy, 
except  in  the  laft  extremity,  and 
the  hopes  of  the- weather  growing- 
moderate,  weighed  againlb  the 
opinion  that  it  was  right. 

About  twQ  in  the  morning  the 
wind  lulled,  and  we  flattered  our- 
felves  the  gale  was  breaking. 
Soon  after,  we  had  much  thunder 
and  lightning  from  the  S.  E.  with 
rain,  when  it  began  to  blow  ftrong 
in  gulls  of  wind,  which  obliged 
me  to  haul  the  mainfail  up,  the 
Iliip  b-'-ing  then  under  bare  poles. 
This  was  fcarcejy  done,  when  a. 
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gnft  of  wind,  exceeding  in  vio¬ 
lence  every  thing  of  the  kind  I 
had  ever  feen,  or  had  any  con¬ 
ception  of,  laid  the  (hip  upon  her 
beam  ends.  The  water  forfook 
the  hold,  and  appeared  between 
decks,  fo  as  to  ti !  1  the  mens  ham¬ 
mocks  to  leeward  :  the  fliip  lay 
motionlefs,  and,  to  all  appear¬ 
ance,  irrecoverably  overfet.  The 
water  increalmg  fad,  forced  thro5, 
the  cells  of  the  ports,  and  fcut- 
tied  in  the  ports,  from  the  pref¬ 
er6  of  the  fliip.  I  gave  imme¬ 
diate  directions  to  cut  away  the 
main  and  mizen-mafts,  hoping, 
when  the  fliip  righted,  to  wear 
her.  The  niizen-mad  went  fird 
upon  cutting  one  or  two  lanyards 
without  the  fma  Heft  eft  eft  on  the 
ihip  ;  the  mainmaft  followed,  upon 
cutting  the  lanyard  of  one  fhroud  ; 
and  I  had  the  difappointment  to 
fee  the  foremad  and  bowfp'  it  fol¬ 
low.  'fhe  fhip  upon  this  imme¬ 
diately  righted,  but  with  great 
violence  ;  and  the  motion  was  fo 
quick,  that  it  was  difficult  for  the 
people  to  work  the  pumps.  Three 
guns  broke  looie  upon  the  main- 
deck,  and  it  was  feme  time  before 
they  were  iecured.  Several  men 
being  maimed  in  this  attempt, 
every  moveable  was  dedroyed,  ei¬ 
ther  from  the  idiot  thrown  looie 
from  the  lockers,  or  the  wreck  of 
the  deck.  The  officers  who  had 
left  their  beds  (when  the  fliip 
overfet)  naked  in  the  morning, 
had  not  an  article  of  clothes  to  put 
on,  nor  could  their  friends  fupply 
them. 

The  mads  had  not  been  over 
the  fide  ten  minutes,  befdre  I 
was  informed  the  tilier  had  broke 
fbort  in  the  rudder-head  ;  and  be¬ 
fore  the  chocks  could  be  placed, 
the  rudder  itfejf  v/as  gone.— 
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Thus  we  were  as  much  difadered 
as  it  v/as  poffible,  lying  at  the 
mercy  of  the  wind  and  lea  :  yet  I 
had  one  comfort,  that  the  pumps, 
if  any  thing,  reduced  the  water  in 
the  hold  ;  and  as  the  morning; 
came  on,  (the  i/th)  the  weather 
grew  more  moderate,  the  wind 
having  drifted  in  the  gale  to 

N.  W. 

At  day-light  I  faw  two  line-of- 
battle  (hips  to  leeward;  one  had 
loll  her  foremaft  and  bowfprit,  the 
other  her  mainmsd.  It?  was  the 
general  opinion  on  board  the  Cen¬ 
taur,  that  the  former  was  the  Ca¬ 
nada,  the  other  the  Gi'orie:  x„ 
The  Ramilres  was  not  in  fmht. 
nor  more  .than  fifteen  fail  of  mer¬ 
chant.  fliips. 

About,  feven  in  the  morning  I 
faw  another  line- of-battle  fhip  a~ 
hcad  of  us,  which  I  foon  diftin- 
guifhed  to  be  the  Vi  lie  de  Paris, 
with  all  her  mafts  (landing.  I 
immediately  gave  orders  to  make 
the  fignal  of  diftrefs,  hoiding  the 
enfign  on  the  dump  of  the  mizen- 
mad,  union  downwards,  and  fir¬ 
ing  one  of  the  forecadle  guns. 
The  enfign  blew  away  foon  after 
it  was  hoided,  and  it  was  the 
only  one  we  had  left  remain¬ 
ing  ;  but  I  had  the  fatisfaftion 
to  fee  the  Ville  de  Paris  wear  and 
dand  towards  us.  Several  of  the 
merchant- (hips  alfo  approached 
us,  and  thofe  that  could,  hailed, 
and  offered  their  afliftance  ;  but 
depending  upon  the  king’s  fhip, 
I  only  thanked  them,  defiring, 
if  they  joined  Admiral  Graves, 
to,  acquaint  him  of  our  condition. 
I  had  not  the  fmalleft  doubt  but 
the  Ville  de  Paris  was  coming  to 
us,  as  fhe  appeared  to  us  not  to 
have  buffered  in  the  lead  by  the 
dorm,  and  having  feen  her  wear, 
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we  knew  was  under  government 
of  her  helm  ;  at  this  time  alfo  it 
was  fo  moderate,  that  the  mer¬ 
chantmen  fet  their  top-fails,  but 
approaching  within  two  miles, 
die  paffed  us  to  windward  ;  this 
being  obferved  by  one  of  the  mer- 
chant-fhips,  fhe  wore  and  came 
under  our  them,  offering  to  carry 
any  melfage  to  her.  I  defired  the 
malfer  would  acquaint  Captain 
Wilkinion,  that  the  Centaur  had 
loll  her  rudder,  as  well  as  her 
mails,  that  fhe  made  a  great  deal 
of  water,  and  that  I  deiired  he 
would  remain  with  her,  until  the 
weather  grew  moderate.  1  faw 
this  merchantman  approach  after¬ 
wards,  near  enough  to  fpeak  to 
the  Ville  de  Paris,  but  I  am 
afraid  that  her  condition  was  much 
worfe  than  it  appeared  to  be,  as  ilie 
continued  upon  that  tack.  In  the 
mean  time  all  the  quarter-deck 
guns  were  thrown  ever -hoard,  and 
ail  but  fix,  which  had  overiet,  of 
the  main-deck.  The  iliip  lying 
in  the  trough  of  the  fea,  laboured 
prodigioufiy  I  got  over  one  of 
the  fmadl  anchors,  with  a  boom, 
and  feveral  gun-carriages  —  veer 
ed  out  from  the  head  doof  by  a 
large  haufer  to  keep  the  flap’s 
Low  to  the  fea ;  but  this  with  a 
top-gallant-fail  upon  the  ftump  of 
the  mizen-iraft,  had  not  the  de¬ 
fired  effect. 

As  the  evening  came  on  it  grew 
hazy,  ard  in  fqualls  blew  flrong, 
We  loft  fight  of  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
but  thought  it  a  certainty  that  1 
ihould  fee  her  in  the  morning. 
The  night  was  palled  in  conftant 
labour  at  the  pumps.  Sometimes 
the  wind  lulled  ;  the  water  dimi- 
niilied;  when  it  blew  ftrong  again* 

,  r  ‘r  i  a  .©  ;  * 

trie  lea  riling,  the  water  again  m- 
creafed. 


d  owards  the  morning  of  the 
ibth,  1  was  informed  there  was 
Cven  feet  water  upon  the  Kelfon  ; 
that  one  of  the  winches  was  broke  ; 
that  the  two  ipare  ones  would  not 
fit,  and  that  the  hand  pump*  were 
choaked.  Thefie  circumllances 
were  futficiently  alarming  :  but 
upon  opening  the  after-hold,  to 
get  fome  rum  up  lor  the  people, 
we  found  our  condition  much 
more  fo. 

It  will  be  necefiary  to  mention, 
that  the  Centaur’s  after-hold  was 
inclofed  by  a  bulk-head  at  the 
after- part  of  the  well ;  here  were 
all  the  dry  provifions  and  fhip’s 
rum  flowed  upon  twenty  chaldron 
of  coals,  which  unfortunately  had 
been  ftarted  in  this  part  of  the 
i hip,  and  by  them  the  pumps 
were  continually  choaked.  The 
chain  pumps  were  fo  much  worn, 
as  to  be  oi  little  ufe,  and  the  lea¬ 
thers,  which,  had  the  well  been 
clear,  would  have  failed  twenty- 
days  or  more,  were  all  confirmed 
in  eight.  At  this  time  it  was  ob~ 
ferved  that  the  water  had  not  a 
palfage  to  the  well,  for  here  there 
was  fo  much,  that  it  walked  a- 
gainft  the  orlop  deck.  All  the 
rum,  twenty-fix  puncheons;  all 
the  provifions,  of  which  there 
were  two  months,  in  cafks  were 
Hove ;  having  floated  with  vio¬ 
lence,  from  fide  to  fide,  until 
there  was  not  a  whole  caik  re¬ 
maining  :  even  the  ftaves  that 
were  found  upon  clearing  the 
hold  were  molt  of  them  broke  in 
twoorthiee  pieces.  In  the  fore¬ 
hold  we  had  a  profpcTl  of  penfil¬ 
ing:  fhould  the  f hip  fwim,  we 
had  no  water  but  what  remained 
in  the  ground-tier,  and  over  this 
all  the  wet  provifions  and  butts 
filled  with  fall-water  were  float¬ 
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in g,  and  with  fo  much  motion, 
that  no  man  could  with  faiety  go 
into  the  hold.  There  was  nothing 
left  for  Us  to  try,  but  baring  with 
buckets  at  the  fore-hatchway  and 
Mi  room;  and  twelve  large  can¬ 
vas  buckets  were  immediately  em¬ 
ployed  at  each.  On  opening  the 
Mi-room,  we  were  fo  fortunate  as 
to  difcover  that  two  puncheons  of 
rum  which  belonged  to  me  had 
efcaped.  They  were  immediately 
got  up,  and  ferved  out  at  times 
in  drams  ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  this  relief,  and  fome  lime- 
juice,  the  people  would  have  drop- 
ped. 

W e  foon  found  our  account  in 
bailing  ;  the  fpare  pump  had  been 
put  down  the  fore-hatctiway,  and 
a  pump  lhifted  to  the  fiili  room  ; 
but  the  motion  of  the  fin i p  had 
waffied  the  coals  fo  final  1,  that 
they  had  reached  every  part  of  the 
iliip,  and  the  pumps  foon  choaked. 
However,  the  water  by  noon  had 
eonfiderably  diminifhed  by  work¬ 
ing  the  buckets;  ,bm  there  appear¬ 
ed  no  profpedt  of  faving  the  ship  if 
the  gale  continued.  The  labour 
was  too  great  to  hold  out  Without 
water ;  yet  the  people  worked 
without  a  murmur,  and  indeed 
with  chearfulnefs. 

At  this  time  the  weather  was 
more  moderate,  and  a  couple  of 
I  pars  were  got  ready  for  (hears  to 
get  up  a  jury-1  oremaft  ;  but  as 
she  evening  came  on,  the  gale 
again  inercafed.  We  had  been  no¬ 
thing  this  day,  but  the  fllip  who 
had  loft  her  main-maft,  and  (he 
appeared  to  be  as  much  in  want 
of  a  hi  {lance  as  ourfelves,  having 
fired  earns  of  diftrefs  ;  and  before 
night  I  was  told  her  foremaft  was 
gone.  s 

The  Centaur  laboured  fo  much 


that  I  had  fcarce  a  hope  fhe  could 
fwim  till  morning.  However,  by 
great  exertion  of  the  chain-pumps 
and  bailing,  we  held  ouf  own,  but 
our  bufferings  for  want  of  water 
were  very  great,  and  many  of  the 
people  could  not  be  reftrained 
from  drinking  falt-water. 

At  day-light,  the  19th,  there 
was  no  veffel  in  fight  5  and  fiafhes 
from  guns  having  been  been  in 
the  night,  we  feared  the  (hip  we 
had  been  the  preceding  day  had 
foundered.  Towards  ten  o'clock, 
forenoon,  the  weather  grew  more 
moderate,  the  water  diminifhed  in 
the  hold,  and  the  people  were 
encouraged  to  redouble  their  efforts 
to  get  the  water  low  enough  tor 
break  a  calk  of  ffefh  water  out  of 
the  ground  tier ;  and  fome  of  the 
mod  refolute  of  the  feamen  were 
employed  in  the  attempt.  At 
noon  we  fucceeded  with  one  cafk. 
which,  though  little,  was  a  fea- 
fonable  relief.  All  the  officers, 
paffengers  and  boys,  who  were  not 
of  the  profeffion  of  feamen,  had 
been  employed  thrumming  a  fail 
which  was  pa  lied  under  the  (hip’s 
bottom,  and  I  thought  had  fome 
effect.  The  (hears  were  raife^t  for 
the  foremaft  ;  the  weather  looked 
promffing,  and  the  fea  fell  ;  and 
at  night  we  were  able  to  relieve  at 
the  pumps  and  bailing,  every  two 
hours.  By  the  morning,  the  20th, 
the  fore-hold  was  cleared  of  thc. 
water,  and  we  had  the  comfort¬ 
able  promife  of  a  fine  day.  It 
proved  fo,  and  [  was  determined 
to  make  ufe  of  it  with  every  poffi- 
ble  exertion.  1  divided  the  (hip's 
company,  with  the  officers  attend¬ 
ing  them,  into  parties  to  raife  the 
Uiry-foremaft  ;  to  heave  over- board 
the  lower-deck  guns  ;■  to  clear  the 
wrecks  of  the  fore  and  after-holds ; 
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to  prepare  the  machine  for  fleer¬ 
ing  the  fhip,  and  to  work  the 
pumps.  By  night,  the  after-hold 
was  as  clear  as  when  the  iliip  was 
launched ;  for,  to  our  aftonifh- 
ment,  there  was  not  a  fhovel-full 
of  coals  remaining,  twenty  chal¬ 
dron  having  been  pumped  out 
iince  the  commencement  of  the 
gale.  —  What  I  have  called  the 
wreck  of  the  hold,  was  the  bulk¬ 
heads  of  the  after-hold,  fifh  room, 
and  fpirit-rooms.  The  flandards 
of  the  cock-pit,  .  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  ftaves  and  wood,  and 
part  of  the  lining  of  the  fhip,  were 
thrown  overboard,  that  if  the  wa¬ 
ter  fhould  again  appear  in  the 
hold,  we  might  have  no  impedi¬ 
ment  in  bailing.  AH  the  guns 
were  overboard,  the  foremaft  fe- 
cured,  and  the  machine,  which 
was  to  be  limilar  to  the  one  with 
which  the  Ipfwich  was  fleered,  was 
in  great  forwardnefs ;  fo  that  1 
was  in  hopes,  the  moderate  wea¬ 
ther  continuing,  that  I  fhould  be 
able  to  fleer  the  fhip  by  noon  the 
following  day,  and  at  lead  fave 
the  people  on  fome  of  the  Weftern 
Iftands.  Had  we  had  any  other 
ihip  in  company  with  us,  I  fhould 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  have 
quitted  the  Centaur  this  day. 

This  night  the  people  got  fome 
reft  by  relieving  the  watches;  but 
in  the  morning,  the  21ft,  we  had 
the  mortification  to  find,  that  the 
weather  again  threatened,  and  by 
noon  blew  a  florm.  The  fhip  la¬ 
boured  greatly,  and  the  water  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  fore  and  after-hold 
and  increafed.  The  carpenter  alfo 
informed  me,  that  the  leathers 
were  nearly  confumed  ;  and  like- 
wife  that  the  chains  of  the  pumps, 
by  conilant  exertion,  and  the  fric¬ 


tion  of  the  coals,  were  nearly  ren¬ 
dered  ufelefs.  , 

As  we  had  now  no  other  re- 
fource  but  bailing,  I  gave  orders 
that  fcuttles  fhould  be  cut  through 
the  decks,  to  introduce  more 
buckets  into  the  hold;  and  all  the 
fail-makers  were  employed  night 
and  day  in  making  canvas  buckets  : 
and  , the  orlop  deck  having  fallen 
in  on  the  larboard-fide,  I  ordered 
the  fheet  cable  to  be  roufed  over¬ 
board.  The  wind  at  this  time 
was  at  W.  and  being  on  the  lar¬ 
board  tack,  many  ichemes  had 
been  prasftifed  to  wear  the  fhip, 
that  we  might  drive  into  a  lefs  boif- 
terous  latitude,  as  well  as  approach 
the  Weftern  I  Hands ;  but  none  fuc- 
ceeded :  and  having  a  weak  car¬ 
penter’s  crew,  they  were  hardly 
iufficieht  to  attend  the  pumps  ;  lo 
that  we  could  not  make  any  pro- 
grefs  with  the  fleering  machine. 
Another  fail  had  been  thrummed 
and  got  over,  but  we  did  not  find 
its  ufe;  indeed  there  was  no  pro- 
fped  but  in  a  change  cf  weather. 
A  large  leak  had  been  difeovered, 
and  flop*,  in  the  fore-hold,  and 
another  in  the  lady’s  hole,  but 
the  fhip  appeared  fo  weak  from 
her  labouiing,  that  it  was  clear 
flie  could  not  la  ft  lone.  1  he  after- 
cockpit  had  fallen  in,  the  fore- 
cod’:  pit  the  fame,  with  all  the 
ftoi e-rooms  down  ;  the  ftern-poft 
was  fo  loofe,  that  as  the  fhip  roll¬ 
ed,  the  water  rufhed  in  on  either 
fide  in  great  ft  reams,  which  we 
could  not  flop. 

Night  came  on  with  vhe  fame 
dreary  profp’eft  as  on  the  preced¬ 
ing,  and  was  pafTed  in  continual 
effort  and  labour.  —  Morning 
came,  the  22ci,  without  cur  feeing 
anything,  or  any  change  of  wea- 
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ther,  and  the  day  was  fpent  with 
the  fame  ftruggles  to  keep  the  fhip 
above  water,  pumping  and  bail¬ 
ing  at  the  hatchways  and  fcuttles. 
Towards  night  another  of  the 
chain  pumps  was  rendered  quite 
ufelefs,  by  one  of  the  rollers  be¬ 
ing  dii  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
pump,  and  this  was  without  re¬ 
medy,  there  being  too  much  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  well  to  get  to  it:  we 
alfo  had  but  fix  leathers  remain¬ 
ing,  fo  that  the  fate  of  the  lliip 
Was  not  far  of.  Still  the  labour 
went  on  without  any  apparent  def- 
pair,  every  officer  taking  his  fhare 
of  it,  and  the  people  were  always 
ehyarful  and  obedient. 

'During  the  night  the  water 
increafed;  but  about  feven  in  the 
morning,  the  23d,  I  was  told  that 
an  unufual  quantity  of  water  ap¬ 
peared  all  at  once  in  the  fore¬ 
hold,  which  upon  my  going  for¬ 
ward  to  be  convinced,  I  found  but 
too  true;  the  llowage  of  the  hold 
ground-tier  was  all  in  motion,  fo 
that  in  a  fhort  time  there  was  not 
a  whole  calk  to  be  feen.  We 
were  convinced  the  fhip  had  fprung 
a  freih.  leak.  Another  fail  had 
been  thrumming  ail  night,  and  I 
was  giving  directions  to  place  it 
over  the  bows,  when  I  perceived 
the  lliip  fettling  by  the  head,  the 
lower  deck  bow-ports  being  even 
with  the  water. 

At  this  period  the  carpenter 
acquainted  me  the  well  was  ftove 
in,  destroyed  by  the  wreck  of  the 
hold,  and  the  chain-pumps  dif- 
p laced,  and  totally  ufelefs.  There 
was  nothing  left  but  to  redouble 
our  efforts  in  bailing,  but  it  be¬ 
came  difficult  to  fill  the  buckets, 
from  the  quantity  of  ffaves,  planks, 
anchor-docks,  and  yard-arm  pieces 
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which  were  now  waflied  from  the 
wings,  and  floating  from  fide  to 
fide  with  the  motion  of  the  fhip. 
The  people,  who,  till  this  pe¬ 
riod,  had  laboured  as  determined 
to  conquer  their  difficulties  with¬ 
out  a  murmur  or  without  a  tear, 
feeing  their  efforts  ufelefs,  many 
of  them  burft  into  tears  and  wept 
like  children. 

I  gave  orders  for  the  anchors, 
of  which  we  had  two  remaining, 
to  be  thrown  overboard,  one  of 
which  (the  fpare  anchor)  had 
been  molt  furprilingly  hove  in 
upon  the  fore-cafde  and  mid-lTiips, 
when  the  lliip  had  been  upon  her 
beam-ends,  and  gone  through  the 
deck. 

Every  time  that  I  vifited  the 
hatch-way  I  obferved  the  water 
increafed,  and  at  noon  it  wafhed 
even  with  the  orlop  deck.  The 
carpenter  affured  me  the  fhip  could 
not  fwim  long,  and  propofed  mak¬ 
ing  rafts  to  float  the  fliip  s  compa¬ 
ny,  whom  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  encourage  any  longer  with  a, 
profpect  of  their  fafety.  Some 
appeared  perfectly  refigned,  went 
to  their  hammocks,  and  delired 
their  meffmates  to  Jafh  them  in ; 
others  were  lalliing  themfelves  tc> 
gratings  and  fmall  rafts  ;  but  the 
moil  predominant  idea  was,  that 
,of  putting  on  their  bell  and  clean¬ 
ed:  clothes. 

The  weather  about  noon  had 
been  fometlring  moderate,  and  as 
rafts  had  been  mentioned  by  the 
carpenter,  I  thought  it  right  to 
make  the  attempt,  though  I  knew 
our  booms  could  not  float  half 
the  fhip’s  company  in  fine  weather, 
but  we  were  in  a  fituation  to  catch 
at  a  draw ;  I  therefore  called  the 
fhip’s  company  together,  told  them 
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my  intention,  recommending  to 
them  to  remain  regular  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  their  officers.  Prepara¬ 
tions  were  immediately  made  to 
this  purpofe  j  the  booms  were 
cleared  ;  the  boats,  of  which  we 
had  three*  viz.  cutter,  pinnace* 
and  five-oared  yawl,  were  got 
over  the  fide  ;  a  bag  of  bread  was 
ordered  to  be  put  in  each,  and 
any  liquors  that  could  be  got  at, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the 
rafts ;  1  had  intended  mylelf  to  go 
into  the  five-oared  yawl,  and  the 
coxfwain  was  defired  to  get  any 
thing  from  my  fteward  that  might 
be  ufeful.  .Two  men*  captains  of 
tops,  of  the  forecaftle,  or  quarter- 
maders,  were  placed  in  each  of 
them,  to  prevent  any  man  from 
forcing  the  boats,  Or  getting  into 
them,  until  an  arrangement  was 
made.  While  thefe  preparations 
were  making,  the  fhip  was  gra¬ 
dually  finking,  the  oflop  decks 
iiaving  been  blown  up  by  the  water 
in  the  hold,  and  the  cables  floated 
to  the  gun-deck.  The  men  had 
for  fome  time  quitted  their  em¬ 
ployment  of  bailing,  and  the  Jliip 
was  left  to  her  fate. 

In  the  afternoon  the  weather 
again  threatened,  and  in  fqualls 
blew  ftrong  ;  the  fea  ran  high, 
and  one  of  the  boats,  the  yawl, 
ftove  along-fide  and  funk.  As  the 
evening  approached,  the  fliip  ap  ¬ 
peared  little  more  than,  fuf pended 
in  water.  There  was  no  certainty 
•that  ihe  would  fwim  (torn  one  mi¬ 
nute  to  another  $  and  the  love  of 
life,  which  I  believe  never  ihewett 
itfelf  later  in  the  approach  to 
death,  began  now  to  level  all  di- 
ftinctions.  It  was  impoffible  in¬ 
deed  for  any  man  to  deceive  him- 
felf  with  a  hope  of  being  faved 
upon  a  raft  inTuch  a  fea  ;  befides, 
that  the  fnip  in  finking,  it  was 
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probable,  would  carry  everything 
down  with  her  in  a  vortex,  to  a 
certain  di llance. 

It  was  near  five  o’clock,  when 
coming  from  my  cabin  I  obferved 
a  number  of  people  looking  very 
anxioufly  over  the  fide  ;  and  look¬ 
ing  myfelf,  I  faw  that  feveral  men 
had  forced  the  pinnace,  and  that 
more  were  attempting  to  get  in. 
I  had  immediate  thoughts  of  fe- 
euring  this  boot  before  fhe  might 
be  funk  by  numbers.  Thefe  ap¬ 
peared  not  more  than  a  moment 
for  confideration  $  to  remain  and. 
perifh  with  the  ftnp’s  company, 
whom  I  could  not  be  any  longer 
of  ufe  to,  or  feize  the  opportunity 
which  1’eemed  the  only  way  of 
efcaping,  and  leave  the  people 
who  I  had  been  fo  well  fatisfied 
with  on  a  variety  of  occafions,  that 
I  thought  I  could  give  my  life  to 
preferve  them — This  indeed  Was  a 
gainful  conflict,  and  which  I  be¬ 
lieve  no  man  can  deferibe,  nor 
any  man  have  a  juft  idea  of,  who 
has  not  been  in  a  fimilar  filua- 
tion.  ,  .  , .  ; 

The  love  of  life  prevailed— I 
called  to  Mr.  Rainy,  the  inafter, 
the  only  officer  upon  deck,  defired 
him  to  follow  me,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  defeended  into  the  boat, 
at  the  aiter-part  of  the  chains,  but 
not  without  great  difficulty  *  got 
the  boat  clear  from  the  fhip,  twice 
the  number  that  the  boat  Would 
carry  puiliing  to  get  in,  and  many 
jumping  into  the  water.  Mr. 
Bayles,  a  young  gentleman  fifteen, 
years  of  age,  leaped  from  the 
chains  aftef  the  boat  had  got  off, 
and  was  taken  in.  The  boat  fall¬ 
ing  aftern,  became  expofed  to  the 
fea,  and  We  endeavoured  to  pujl 
her  bow  round  to  keep  her  to  the 
break  of  the  fea,.  and  to  pafs  to 
windward  of  the  fliip  ;  but  in  the 
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attempt  fhe  was  nearly  tilled  ;  the 
the  fea  rail  too  high,  and  the  only 
probability  of  living  was  keeping 
her  before  the  wind. 

It  was  then  that  I  became  fenfi- 
ble  how  little,  if  any  thing,  better 
our  condition  was  than  that  of 
thofe  woo  remained  in  the  fhip  $ 
at  bed,  it  appeared  to  be  only  a 
prolongation  Of  a  miferable  exift- 
Cnce.  We  werte  all  together  twelve 
in  number*  in  a  leaky  boat,  with 
one  Of  the  gtin-whales  dove,  in 
nearly  the  middle  of  the  Weftertn 
Ocean,  without  compafs,  without 
quadrant,  without  fail,  without 
great  coat  or  cloak  ;  all  very  thin¬ 
ly  cloathed,  in  a  gale  of  wind, 
with  a  great  fea  running! — It  was 
now  five  o’clock  in  the  evert¬ 
ing,  and  in  half  an  hour  We  lod 
light  of  the  fhip.  Before  it  was 
dark;  a  blanket  was  difcovered  in 
the  boat  This  was  immediately 
bent  to  one  of  the  dretchers,  and 
under  it  as  a  fail  We  fcudded 
all  night,  in  expectation  of  being 
fwa! lowed  up  by  every  wave,  it 
being  with  great  difficulty  that  We 
could  foinetimes  clear  the  boat  of 
the  water  before  the  return  of  the 
next  great  fea  ;  all  of  us  half 
drowned,  and  fitting,  except  thofe 
who  bailed  at  the  bottom  of  the 
boat:' and  without  having  really 
peddled,  !  am  fure  no  peopleever 
endured  more.  In  the  morning 
the'  weather  grew  moderate,  the 
wind  having  drifted  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  as  we  difcovered  by  the 
fun.  Having  furvived  the  night, 
we  began  to  recoiled  ourfelves, 
ah'd  think  of  our  future  creferva- 
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'  V\  hen  we  quitted  the  drip,  the 
wind  was  at  N.  W.  or  N.  N.  W. 
Fay  all  had  bore  E.  8.  E.  250  or 

"dto  leagues.  Had  the  wind  con- 
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tinued  for  five  or  fix  days,  there 
was  a  probability  that  running  be¬ 
fore  the  fea  we  might  have  fallen 
in  with  fome  one  of  the  Weffern 
Ifiands.  The  change  of  wind  was 
death  to  thele  hopes  ;  for  drould 
it  come  to  blow,  we  knew  there 
would  be  no  preferving  life  but 
by  running  before  the  fea,  which 
would  carry  us  again  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  where  we  muff  foe  n  after¬ 
wards  perifh. 

Upon  examining  what  we  had 
to  fubfift  on,  I  found  a  bag  of 
bread,  a  fmall  ham,  a  fingle 
piece  of  pork,  two  quart  bottles 
of  water,  and  a  few  of  French 
Cordials.  The  wind  continued  to 
the  fouthward  for  eight  or  nine 
days,  and  providentially  never 
blew  fo  throng  but  that  we  coiild 
keep  the  fide  of  the  boat  to  the 
fea,  but  we  Were  always  moil  mi- 
farably  wet  and  cold.  We  kept 
a  fort  of  a  reckoning,  but  the 
fun  and  liars  being  foinetimes  hid 
from  us  for  twenty-four  hours, 
we  had  no  very  good  opinion  of 
our  navigation.  We  judged  at 
this  period,  that  we  had -  made 
nearly  an  E.  N.  E.  courfe,  fmc'e 
the  firft  night’s  run  (which  had 
carried  us  to  the  S.  E.)  and  ex¬ 
pected  to  fee  the  rlland  of  Corvo. 
In  this,  however,  we  were  difap- 
pointed,  and  we  feared  that  the 
loutherly  wind  had  driven  us  far 
to  the  northward.  Our  prayers 
were  now  for  a  northerly  wind. 
Our  condition  began  to  be  truly 
miferable,  both  from  hunger  and 
cold  ;  for  on  the  fifth  day  we  had 
difcovered  that  our  bread  was 
nearly  all  fpoiled  by  fait  water, 
and  it  was  neceffary  to  go  to  an 
allowance.  One  bifcuit*  divided 
into  1  2  morfels,  for  breakfafr,  and 
the  fame  for  dinner  $  the  neck  or 
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bottle  broke  off,  with  the  cork 
in,  ferved  for  a  glafs,  and  this 
filled  with  water  was  the  allowance 
for  twentv-four  hours  for  each 

J  ■ 

man.  This  was  done  without  any 
fort  of  partiality  or  ditlin&ion : 
but  we  muft  have  pieriibed  ere 
this,  had  we  not  caught  fix  quarts 
of  rain  water  ;  and,  this  we  could 
not  have  been  hlefted  with,  had 
we  not  found  in  the  boat  a  pair 
of  fheets,  which  by  accident  had 
been  put  there.  Thefe  were  Ipread 
when  it  rained,  and  when  tho¬ 
roughly  wet,  wrung  into  the  kidd 
with  which  we  bailed  the  boat. 
With  this  fhort  allowance,  which 
was  rather  tantalizing  than  fuftain- 
ing,  in  our  comfortlels  condition, 
we  began  to  grow  verv  feeble,  and 
our  clothes  being  continually  wet, 
©ur  bodies  were  in  many  places 
chafed  into  fores.  .  . 

On  the  nth  day  it  fell  calm, 
and  foon  after  a  breeze  of  wind 
fprang  up  from  the  N.  N.  W.  and 
blew  to  a  gale,  fo  that  we  run  be¬ 
fore  the  fea  at  the  rate  of  five  or 
fix  miles  an  hour  under  our  blan¬ 
ket,  till  we  judged  we  were  to  the 
fouthward  of  Fayall,  and  to  the 
weftward  60  leagues ;  but  blowing 
ftrong,  we  could  not  attempt  to 
fleer  for  it.  Our  wiflies  were  now 
for  the  wind  to  Ibift  to  the  weft- 
ward.  This  was  the  fifteenth  day 
we  had  been  in  the  boat,  and  we 
had  only  one  day’s  bread,  and  one 
bottle  of.  water  remaining  of  a  fe- 
cond  fupply  of  rain.  Our  fuffer- 
ings  were  now  as  great  as  human 
flrength  could  bear,  but  we  were 
convinced  that  good  fpirits  were  a 
better  fupport  than  great  bodily 
ftrenth  ;  for  on  this  day  Thomas 
Matthews,  quarter  -mafter,  the 
ilou'eft  n  an  in  the  boat,  perifhed 
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from  hunger  and  cold  :  on  the 
day  before  he  had  complained  of 
want  of  tlrength  in  his  throat,  as 
he  exprelfed  it,  to  fwallow  his 
morfel,  and  in  the  night  drank 
failt-water*  grew  delirious,  and 
died  without  a  groan.  As  it  be¬ 
came  next  to  a  certainty  that  we 
iliould  all  perifh  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  in  a  day  or  two,  it  was  fome- 
what  comfortable  to  reflect,  that 
dying  of  hunger  was  not  fo  dread¬ 
ful  as  our  imaginations  had  repre- 
fented.  Others  had  complained 
of  the  fymptoms  in  their  throats; 
fome  had  drank  their  own  urine  ; 
and  all,  but  myfelf,  had  drank 
ialt-water. 

As  yet  defpair  and  gloom  had 
been  fuccefsfully  prohibited,  and 
as  the  evenings  doled  in,  the  men 
had  been  encouraged  by  turns  to 
fing  a  fong,  or  relate  a  ftory,  in- 
itead  of  a  fupper  :  but  this  even¬ 
ing  l  found  it  impolfible  to  raile 
either.  As  the  night  came  on  it 
fell  calm,  and  about  midnight  a 
breeze  of  wind  fprang  up,  we 
guefled  from  the  weftward  by  the 
{well,  but  there  not  being  a  fta*- 
to  be  feen,  we  were  afraid  of  run¬ 
ning  out  of  our  way,  and  waited 
impatiently  for  the  l  ifing  fua  to  be 
our  com  pa  s. 

As  foon  as  the  dawn  appeared, 
we  lound  the  wind  to  be  exactly 
as  we  had  wifhed,  at  W.  S.  W. 
and  immediately  fpread  our  Tail,, 
running  before  the  fea  at  the  rate 
of  four  miles  an  hour.  Our  laft 
breakfaft  had  been  ferved  with  the 
bread  and  water  remaining,  when 
]ohn  Gregory,  quarter-mafter,  de¬ 
clared  with  much  confidence  that 
he  law  the  land  in  the  S.  E.  We 
had  leen  fog- banks  fo  often,  which 
had  the  appearance  of  land,  that 
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1  did  net  thift  niyfelf  to  believe  it,  before  We  were  quite  fatisfted, 
and  cautioned  the  people  (who  having  traverfed  for  two  hours  a 
were  extravagantly  elated)  that  great  part  of  the  ifland,  where  the 
they  might  not  feel  the  effects  of  lteep  and  rocky  lliore  refufed  us  a 
difappointrnent  *  till  at  length  one  landing.  This  circumftance  was 
of  them  broke  out  into  a  mod  borne  with  much  impatience,  for 
immoderate  fwearing  fit  of  joy,  we  had  flattered  durfelves  that  We 
which  I  could  not  reft  rain,  and  firould  meet  with  frelh  Water  at 
declared  he  had  never  feen  land  in  the  firft  part  of  the  land  we  might 
his  life  if  what  lie  now  faw  was  approach  $  and  being  difappointed, 
not  it.  the  thirft  of  feme  had  increaf- 

We  immediately  fhaped  ouf  cd  anxiety  almoft  to  a  degree  of 
courfe  for  it,  though  on  my  part  madnefs  j  fo  that  we  were  near 
with  very  little  faith.  The  wind  making  the  attempt  to  land  in 
freshened  ;  the  boat  went  through  fome  places  where  the  boat  muft 
the  water  at  the  rate  of  five  or  fix  have  been  dallied  to  pieces  bv  the 
miles  an  hour  5  and  in  two  hours  furf.  At  length  we  difeovered  a 
time  the  land  was  plainly  feen  by  billing  canoe,  which  conducted  us 
every  man  in  the  boat,  but  at  k  into  the  road  of  ¥iy all  about  mid- 
verv  great  diftahee fb  that  we  night  ;  but  where  the  regulation 
did  not  reach  it  before  ten  at  of  the  port  did  not  permit  us  to 
night,  ft ;  urn  ft  have  been  at  leaft  land  till  examined  by  the  health- 
twenty  leagues  from  us  when  firft  officers;  however  I  did  not  think 
difeovered  •  and  1  cannot  help  re-  much  of  deeping  this  night  in  the 
/narking,  ivith  much  thdnkfuinefs,  boat,  our  pilot  having  brought  us 
on  the  providentiil  favour  Ihewn  fome  refreshments  of  bread*  wine 
to  us  m  this  inftance.  and  Water.  In  the  mornifig  we 

In  every  part  of  the  horizon*  Were  vrfited  by  Mr.  Grahakf,  the 
except  where  the  land  was  difeo-  Englffli  conbal,  whofe  humane  at- 
vered,  there  was  fo  thick  a  haze  tention  made  very  ample  amends 
t  hat  we  could  not  have  feen  any  for  the' formality  of  the  Portuguefe. 
thing  for  more  than  three  or  four  Indeed  I  can  never  firfficrerftly  ex- 
leagues.  Fay  all  by  our  reckon-  pfefs  the  fenfe  1  have  of  his  bind¬ 
ing  bore  F.  by  N.  which  courfe  aefs  and  humanity,  both  to  my- 
we  were  fleering,  and  in  a  few  felf  and  people;  for  I  believe ’it 
hours,  hacl  not  the  Iky  opened  was  the  whole  of  his  eninloymeiit 
for  our  ptefervatioiv  we  fhculd  for  fevernl  days  contriving  the  beft 
lidve  inefeafed  out  diftance  from  means  of  reftoring  us  to  health 
fhe  land,  got  to  the  eaftward,  and  and  ftfength.  It  Is  true,  I  be- 
of  courfe  milled  all  the  inlands.  iieV'e  there  never  were  more  piti- 
As  we  approached  the  land,  our  able  obje&s.  Some  of  the  ftouL 
belteb  had  ftrength ened  that  it  eft  men  belonging  to  the  Centaur 
tvas  Fay  all.;  The  ifiaUd  of  Pico,  were  obliged  to  be  fupported 
whicT  might  have  revealed  it  to  through  the  ftreets  of  Favalb  Mr. 
us,  had  the  weather  been  perfectly  Rainy,  the  mailer,  and  myfelft 
clear,  was  at  this  time  capped  were,  I  think,  in  better  health 
with  clouds  $  and  it  was  fome  tirite  than  the  reft  ;  but  I  could  not 

walk 
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u  alk  without  being  fupported  ; 
and  for  feveral  days,  with  the 
belt  and  motf  comfortable  provi- 
boas  of  diet  and  lodging,  we 


grew  rather,  worfe  than  bet¬ 
ter  *. 

J.  N.  Ingle?ield, 

Fayall,  s 3th 
October,  1782. 

On 


.Captain  Inglefield. 


Names  of  tie  Officers  qnd  Me&-  whq  were  fayed  in  the  Pinnace. 


Charles  MlCarty, 
Charles  Flinn, 

Gallohar, 

7  •*. 


Theodore  Hutchins, 
Thomas  Stevcnfon, 


Seamen., 


Mr.  Thomas  Rainy,  Matter. 

Mr.  Robert  Bayies,  Midshipman. 

Mr.  James  Clark,  Surgeon's  Mate- 
Timothy  Sullivan,  Captain’s  Coxfwain. 

John  Gregory,  (Quarter-Matter.  w 

Thomas  Matthews,  Quarter-Matter,  died  In  the  boat  the  day  before  they  faw 
land. 


Names  sf  the  Or?  leans  left  in  the  Shift)  and  fuff  fed  to  have  ferijhed- 


John  Jordan, 

-  Treleven, 

George  Lind  fay, 

. -  Scott, 

—  Breton, 


Lieutenants. 


John  Bell,  Captain  of  Marines. 
Thomas  Hunter,  Purfer. 

: - - —  Williarpfon,  Surgeon. 

Thomas  Wood,  Boatfwain. 
Charles  Peulaiick,  Gunner. 
Allan  Woodrifl',  Carpenter. 


Mettrs.  ^ 


Dobfon, 

Wardea, 

Hay, 

Everhart, 
Minfhaw, 
Sampfon, 
Lindlay, 
Chalmers, 
1  Thomas, 
j  Young, 


b  Mates  and  Mjd- 
ffiipmen. 


J 


Correal  Copy  of  the  Ccurt  Mar-tied  held  on  Captain  Inglefield. 

At  a  Court  Martial  alTembled,  and  held  on  board  his  Msjetty’s  Ship  the  Warfpite,  in 
P«>rtfmouth  Harbour,  on  Saturday  the  25th  day  of  January,  1783. 

PRESENT, 

Commodore  William  Hotham,  fecond  officer  in  the  command  of  his  majetty’s  {hips 
and  veilels,  at  Portlmouth  and  Spithead,  Preildent. 


C 

J.  Elphintton. 

T.  Fitzherbert- 
Hon.  W.  Cornwall^. 
S  Reeve. 


A  P  T  A  I  N 

J.  Holloway, 
j.  T.  Ducksyorth 
J  Faulkner. 

Hon.  P.  Bertie. 


S, 

S.  Marfhall. 

S.  W.  Clayton. 

C.  Collingwood. 
Hon.  J.  Luttrell. 


The  Court,  in  purfuanee  of  an  order  f  orx>  the  commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  Lord  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  & c.  dated  the  2  n't 
of  the  fame  month,  for  tire  enquiry  into  rhe  caufe  and  circumftances  of 
the  lofs  of  his  majefty'a  late  fhip  Cen’aur,  by  feveral  very  heavy  gales  of 
wind,  and  for  the  trial  of  Captain  John  Inglefield,  her  commander,  and  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  company  who  belonged  to  her,  at  the  time  ffie  was  left  finking,  on  the 
24th  of  September  latt,  in  lat.  48  deg.  23  min.  and  longitude  43  deg.  20  min.  for 
their  conduct  upon  that  occalion,  having  proceeded  to  enquire  into  the  caufe  and 
circumrtances  of  his  majetty’s  fa  id  late  Chip  the  Centaur,  and  to  try  the  fa  id  Cap¬ 
tain  Inglefield,  and  the  officers  and  people  who  belonged  to  heu  at  the  time 
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On  Cruelty  H  inferior  Animals  : 
D.ISQUISITl  ON  II.  from  Dif- 
quifitions  on  feveral  Subjects, 

MAN  is  that  link  of  the  chain 
of  nniverfal  exiftence,  by 
which  spiritual  and  corporeal  be¬ 
ings  are  united  •  as  the  numbers 
and  variety  of  the  latter  his  infe¬ 
riors  are  almoft  infinite,  fo  pro¬ 
bably  are  thofe  of  the  former  hjs 
fuperiors ;  and  as  we  fee  that  the 
lives  and  happinefs  of  thofe  be¬ 
low  us  are  dependent  on  our  wills, 
we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that 
our  lives,  and  happinefs  are  equal¬ 
ly  dependent  on  the  wills  of  thofe 
above  us  ;  accountable,  like  our- 
felves,  for  the  ufe  of  this  power, 
to  the  fupreme  Creator,  and  go¬ 
vernor  of  all  things.  Should  this 
analogy  be  well  founded,  how  cri¬ 
minal  will  our  account  appear, 
when  laid  before  that  juft  and  im¬ 
partial  judge  !  How  will  man,  that 
fangumary  tyrant,  be  able  to  ex- 
cufe  himfelf  from  the  charge  of 
thofe  innumerable  cruelties  inflift- 
op  his  unoffending  fubjects 
committed  to  his  care,  formed  for 
Iiis  benefit,  and  placed  under  his 


authority  by  their  common  Father  ? 
whcfe  mercy  is  over  all  his  works, 
and  who  experts  that  this  authority 
fhould  be  ‘exercifed  not  only  with 
tendernefs  and  mercy,  but  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  laws  of  juftice  and 
gratitude. 

But  to  what  horrid  deviations 
from  thefe  benevolent  intentions 
are  we  daily  witnefles !  No  fmali 
part  of  mankind  derive  their  chief 
amufements  from  the  deaths  anti 
bufferings  of  inferior  animals  ;  a 
much  greater,  confider  them  only 
as  engines  of  wood,  or  iron,  ufe- 
ful  in  their  feveral  occupations. 
The  carman  drives  his  horfe,  and 
the  carpenter  his  nail,  by  repeat¬ 
ed  blows  ;  and  fo  long  as  thefe 
produce  the  delired  effeft,  and 
they  both  go,  they  neither  reflect 
or  care  whether  either  of  them  have 
any  fenfe  of  feeling.  The  butcher 
knocks  down  the  {lately  ox  with  no 
more  compallion  than  the  black- 
fmith  hammers  a  horfe- fhoe  ;  and 
lunges  his  knife  into  the  throat 
of  the  innocent  lamb,  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  reluctance  as  the  taylor  flicks 
his  needle  into  the  collar  of  a 
poai. 


ihe  was  fo  foft  as  above-mentioned,  for  their  conduct  upon  that occafion  accordingly; 
and  having  heard  the  Narrative  of  the  laid  Captain  Inglefield,  and  examined  the 
officers  and  men  prefent,  and  maturely  and  deliberately  confidered  the  whole,  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  faid  Pjaptain  John  Inglefield  acquitted  himfelf  as  a  cool,  refolute, 
and  experienced  officer,  and  was  well  lupported  by  his  officers  and  fiiip’s  company, 
their  united  exertions  appearing  to  have  been  fo  great  ajtid  manly,  as  to  refledt  the 
highett  honour  upon  the  whole,  and  to  leave  the  deepelt  impretfion  on  the  minds  of 
this  court,  that  more  could  not  poffibly  have  been  done,  to  prelerve  His  majefty’s  late 
fhip  the  Centaur,  from  her  melancholy  fate  :  the  court  doth  therefore  adjudge,  that 
the  faid  (Captain  John  Inerlefield,  his  officers  and  companv,  be  acquitted  of  all  blame, 
on  account  of  the  lofs  of  his  majefty’s  laid  late  (hip  Centaur,  and  they  are  hereby 
acquitted  accordingly. 


W.  Hotham,  W.  Cornwallis, 

J,  F.lphinllon.  $.  Marfhall. 

j.  Faulkner.  S  Keeve. 

T.  Fitzherbert.  S.  W.  Clayton. 

JR.  Bertie. 

W,  A.  Bettefworlh,  Judge  Adfjcate  on  the  occaficn. 


J.  Halloway. 

C.  Collingwood. 

J.  T.  Duckwortfi- 
J.  Lutterell. 
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It"  there  arc  fome  few,  who, 
formed  in  a  fofter  mould,  view 
with  pity  the  fufterings  of  thele 
defenccleis  creatures,  there  is 
fearce  one  who  entertains  the  leaft 
idea,  that  juft  ice  or  gratitude  can 
be  due  to  their  merits,  or  their 
iervices.  The  foetal  and  friendly 
dog  is  hanged  without  remorfe, 
if,  by  barking  in  defence  of  his 
mailer’s  perfon,  and  property,  he 
happens  unknowingly  to  difturb 
his  reft  :  the  generous  horfe,  who 
has  carried  his  ungrateful  mafter 
lor  many  years  with  eafe,  and 
fafetv,  worn  out  with  age  and  in¬ 
firmities  con'trafted  in  his  fervice, 
is  by  him  condemned  to  end  his 
miferable  days  in  a  duft-cart,  wherg 
the  more  he  exerts  his  little  re¬ 
mains  of  fpirit,  the  more  he  is 
whipped,  to  fave  his  ftupid  driver 
the  trouble  of  whipping  fome  other, 
lefs  obedient  to  the  lafh.  Some¬ 
times,  having  been  taught  the 
practice  of  many  unnatural  and 
ufelefs  feats  in  a  riding-houfe,  he 
is  at  laft  turned  out,  and  confign- 
ed  to  the  dominion  of  a  hackney- 
coachman,  by  whom  he  is  every 
day  corredted  for  performing  thole 
tricks,  which  he  has  learned  under 
fo  long  and  fevere  a  difeipline. 
The  fiuggifti  bear,  in  contradic 
tion  to  his  nature,  is  tatight  to 
dance,  for  the  diverfion  of  a  ma¬ 
lignant  mob,  bv  placing  red-hot 
irons  under  his  feet  :  and  the  rna- 
jeftic  bull  is  tortured  bv  every 
mode,  which  malice  can  invent, 
for  no  offence,  but  that  he  is  gen¬ 
tle,  and  unwilling  to  alfail  his 
diabolical  tormentors.  Thefe, 
with  innumerable  other  aCts  of 
cruelty,  injuftice,  and  ingratitude, 
are  every  day  committed,  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  without  cen¬ 
time,  and  even  without  obfer ra¬ 


tion  ;  but  we  may  be  allured,  that 
they  cannot  finally  pais  away  un¬ 
noticed,  and  unretaliated. 

The  laws  of  felf-defence  un¬ 
doubtedly  juftify  us  in  deftroying 
thofe  animals  who  would  deftroy 
us,  who  injure  our  properties,  or 
annoy  our  perfons  ;  but  not  even 
thele,  whenever  their  fituation  in¬ 
capacitates  them  from  hurting  us. 
1  know  of  no  right  which  we  have 
to  fhoot  a  bear  on  an  inacoeiftble 
ifland  of  ice,  or  an  eagle  on  the 
mountain’s  top  ;  whofe  lives  can¬ 
not  injure  us,  nor  deaths  procure 
us  any  benefit,  We  are  unable  to 
give  life,  and  therefore  ought  not 
wantonly  to  take  it  away  from  the 
meaneft  infedl,  without  fuflicient 
reafon  ;  they  all  receive  it  from 
the  fame  benevolent  hand  as  our- 
felves,  and  have  therefore  an  equal 
right  to  enjoy  it. 

God  has  been  pleafed  to  create 
numberlefs  animals  intended  for 
our  fuftenance  ;  and  that  they  are 
fo  intended,  the  agreeable  flavour 
of  their  flefh.  to  our  palates,  and 
the  wholeiome  nutriment  which  it 
adminifters  to  our  ftomachs,  are 
fuffieient  proofs  :  thefe,  as  they  are 
formed  for  our  ufe,  propagated  by 
our  culture,  and  fed  by  our  care, 
we  have  certainly  a  right  to  de¬ 
prive  of  life,  becaufe  it  is  given 
and  preferved  to  them  on  that  con¬ 
dition  j  but  this  iliould  always  be 
performed  with  all  the  tendernefs 
and  companion  which  fo  difagree- 
able  an  office  will  permit  ;  and  no 
circumftances  ought  to  be  omitted, 
which  can  render  their  executions 
as  quick  and  eafy  as  poflible.  For 
this,  Providence  has  wifely  and 
benevolently  provided,  by  forming 
them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  their 
fie  fix  becomes  rancid  and  unpalat¬ 
able  by  a  painful  and  lingering 
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death  $  and  has  thus  compelled  us 
to  be  merciful  without  companion, 
and  cautious  of  their  buffering,  for 
the  fake  of  oqrfelves :  but,  if  there 
are  any  whofe  talles  ar  j  fo  vitiat¬ 
ed,  and  whofe  hearts  are  fo  har¬ 
dened,  as  to  delight  in  fuch  innu- 
man  facrifices,  and  to  partake  of 
them  without  rempyfe,  they  fhould 
be  looked  upon  as  daemons  in  hu¬ 
man  fhapes,  and  expert  a  retalia¬ 
tion  of  thofe  tortures  which  they 
have  inflicted  on  the  innocent,  for 
the  gratification  of  their  own  de¬ 
praved  and  unnatural  appetites. 

So  violent  are  the  paffions  of 
anger  and  revenge  in  the  human 
breaft,  that  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  men  fhould  perfecutp  their 
real  or  imaginary  enemies  with 
cruelty  and  malevolence  ;  but  that 
there  Ihould  exift  in  nature  a  being 
who  can  receive  pleafure  from  giv¬ 
ing  pain,  would  be  totally  incre¬ 
dible,  if  we  were  not  convinced, 
by  melancholy  experience,  that 
there  are  not  only  many,  but  that 
this  unaccountable  difpofition  i$ 
in  fome  manner  inherent  in  the 
nature  of  man  $  for,  as  he  cannot 
be  taught  by  example,  nor  led  to 
it  by  temptation,  or  prompted  to 
it  by  intereft,  it  muff  be  derived 
from  his  native  confthution  ;  and 
is  a  remarkable  confirmation  of 
what  revelation  fo  frequently  in¬ 
culcates— that  he  brings  into  the 
world  with  him  an  original  depra¬ 
vity,  the  effects  of  a  fallen  and 
degenerate  (late  j  in  proof  of 
which  we  need  only  obferve,  tjiat 
the  nearer  he  approaches  to  a  flate 
of  nature,  the  more  predominant 
this  difpofitiorx  appears,  and  the 
more  violently  it  operates.  We 
fee  children  laughing  at  the  mi- 
feries  which  they  inflid  on  every 
unfortunate  animal  which  comes 
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within  their  power;  all  favages 
are  ingenious  in  contriving,  and 
happy  in  executing,  the  moll:  ex¬ 
amine  tortures  •  and  the  common 
people  of  all  countries  are  de¬ 
lighted  with  nothing  fo  much  as 
bull- baitings,  prize-fightings,  exe¬ 
cutions,  and  all  fpedacles  0f  cm- 
elty  and  horror.  Though  civiliz¬ 
ation  may  in  fome  degree  abate 
this  native  ferocity,  it  can  never 
quite  extirpate  it  •  the  raoft  po- 
1  idied  are  not  ailiamed  tp  be  pleaf- 
ed  with  fcenes  of  l  ttle  lels  barba¬ 
rity,  and  to  the  difgrace  of  human 
nature,  to  dignify  them  with  the 
name  of  fports.  They  arm  cocks 
with  artificial  weapons,  which  na¬ 
ture  had  kindly  denied  to  theiy 
malevolence,  and  with  fliouts  of 
applaufe  and  triumph,  fee  them 
plunge  them  into  each  other’s 
hearts :  they  view  with  delight  the 
trembling  deer  and  defencelefE 
hare,  flying  for  hours  in  the  ut- 
mod  agonies  of  terror  and  defpair, 
and  at  lad,  finking  under  fatigue? 
devoured  by  their  mercilefs  pur? 
fuers :  they  fee  with  joy  the  beau¬ 
tiful  pheafant  and  harndefs  par¬ 
tridge  drop  from  their  flight, 
weltering  in  their  blood,  or  per¬ 
haps  perifliing  with  wounds  and 
hunger,  under  the  cover  of  fome 
friendly  thicket  to  which  they 
have  in  vain  retreated  for  fafety  1 
they  triumph  over  the  unfufpett- 
ing  fifh,  whom  they  have  decoyed 
by  an  infidious  pretence  of  feeding, 
and  drag  him  from  his  native 
element  by  a  hook  fixed  to  and 
tearing  out  his  entrails  ;  and,  tp 
add  to  all  this,  they  fpare  neither 
labour  nor  expence  to  preferve  and 
propagate  thefe  innocent  animals, 
for  no  other  end,  but  to  multiply 
the  objects  of  their  perfecution. 

What  name  i]aoy]d  we  befiovf 

on 
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on  a  {uperior  Being,  whofe  whole 
endeavours  were  employed,  and 
whofe  whole  pleafure  confided  in 
terrifying,  enfnarmg,  tormenting, 
and  deftroying  mankind?  whole 
fuperior  faculties  were  exerted  in 
fomenting  animofities  amongft 
them,  in.  contriving  engines  of  de- 
ftrudtion,  and  inciting  them  to  ufe 
them  in  maiming  and  murdering 
each  other  ?  whofe  power  over  them 
was  employed  in  abiding  the  rapa¬ 
cious,  deceiving  the  fimple,  and 
opprefling  the  innocent  ?  who 
without  provocation  or  advantage 
fhould  continue,  from  day  to  day, 
void  of  all  pity  and  remorfe,  thus 
to  torment  mankind  for  diverfion, 
and  at  the  fame  time  endeavour 
with  his  iitmoft  care  to  preferye 
theit  lives,  and  to  propagate  their 
fpecies,  in  order  to  increafe  the 
number  of  victims  devoted  to  his 
malevolence,  and  he  delighted  in 
proportion  to  the  miferies  which 
he  occafloned  ?  I  fay,  .what  name 
deteftable  enough  could  we  find 
for  fuch  a  Being?  Yet,  if  we  im¬ 
partially  confider  the  cafe,  and 
our  intermediate  fituation,  we  mud 
acknowledge,  that  with  regard  to 
inferior  animals,  juft  fuch  a  Being 
is  a  fportfman. 


Some  Account  of  the  Rife  and  De¬ 
feat  of  the  Emprefs  Catharine, 
Wife  of  Czar  peter  I. ;  and  a  If 
«/  the  Rife  of  Prince  Menzikoft  c 
extruded  from  the  Memoirs  of 
Peter  Henry  Bruce,  Efq .  a  mi- 
Id  ary  Officer  in  the  Services  of 
Pruffia ,  Ruff  a,  and  Greal-Bri - 
tain. 

SH  E  was  born  at  Runghen,  a 
a  fmall  village  in  Livonia,  ot 
very  poor  parents,  who  were  .only 


boors,  or  vaflals ;  her  father  and 
mother  dying,  left  her  very  young 
in  great  want;  the  pari ili-clerk^ 
out  of  compafllon,  took  her  home 
to  his  houfe,  where  die  learnt  to 
read.  Dr.  Glack,  miniiler  of  Ma- 
rienburgh,  feeing  her  there,  en¬ 
quired  of  the  clerk  who  die  was; 
and  being  informed  fhe  was  a  poor 
orphan  he  had  taken  into  his  houfe 
out  of  charity,  what  from  a  widi 
to  relieve  the  poor  clerk  from  a 
burthen  he  was  not  well  able  to 
fupport,  and  a  liking  to  the  little 
orphan,  the  doctor  took  her  home 
to  his  houfe,  notwil  hftanding  he 
had  a  numerous  family  of  jiis  own. 
Here  her  company  and  opporttu^ 
nities  for  improvement  were  bet- 

i. 

ter,  and  her  deportment  fuch, 
that  die  became  equally  edeemeci 
by  the  doctor,  his  wife,  and  chil¬ 
dren  ;  her  dead y,  diligent,  and 
careful  attention  to  all  , their  do- 
medic  concerns,  ingratiated  her 
fo  much  with  the  doCtor  and  his 
wife,  that  they  made  no  didinttica 
between  her  and  their  own  chil¬ 
dren.  She  ever  after  dievved  her 
acknowledgment  with  the  utmod 
gratitude,  in  richly  providing  for 
all  thofe  who  could  lay  claim  to 
any  alliance  to  the  doctors  fa¬ 
mily  ;  nor  did  die  forget  her  firft 
benefactor  the  clerk  ot  Runghen, 
In  this  happy  fituation  die  grew 
up  to  woman,  when  a  Livonian 
ferjeant,  in  the  Swediih  fervice, 
fell  paflionately  in  love  with  her  ; 
fhe  likewife  liking  him,  agreed  to 
marry  him,  provided  it  could  be 
done  with  the  doctor’s  confent, 
who,  upon  enquiry  into  the  man's 
character,  finding  it  unexception¬ 
able,  readily  gave  it.  The  mar¬ 
riage  day  was  appointed,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  came,  when  a  fudden  order 
came  to  the  ferjeant  that  very 


annual  r 

•morning  to  march  dire£lly  with 
a  detachment  for  Riga,  who  was 
thereby  difappointed  from  ever 
enjoying  his  lovely  bride.  Soon 
after  this,  General  Baur,  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  came  before  the 
town  and  took  it,  in  the  year  1 702, 
when  all  the  inhabitants  were 
made  prifoners,  and  amongft  the 
relt  this  lovely  bride.  In  the  pro- 
mifeuous  croud,  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  and  bathed  in  tears  at  her 
nphappy  fate;  the  general  obferv- 
ing  her,  faw  a  je  tie  If ai  quoi  m 
her  whole  appearance,  which  at¬ 
tracted  him  fo  much,  that  lie  afked 
her  ieveral  queftions  about  her 
fituation  ;  to  which  fhe  made  an¬ 
swers  .with  more  fenle  than  is 
ufual  in  perfons  of  her  rank;  he 
defired  her  not  to  be  afraid, 
for  he  would  take  care  of  her, 
and  gave  immediate  orders  for  her 
fafety  and  reception  into  his  houfe, 
of  which  he  gave  her  the  whole 
charge,  with  authority  over  all 
his  fervants,  by  whom  die  was 
very  much  beloved  frqm  her  man¬ 
ner  of  ufing  them  ;  the  general 
afterwards  often  faid,  his  houfe 
was  never  fo  well  managed  as 
when  die  was  with  him. 

Prince  Menzikoff,  who  was  his 
patron,  feeing  her  one  day  at  the 
general’s,  obferved  fomething  very 
extraordinary  in  her  air  and  man¬ 
ner,  and  enquiring  who  die  was, 
and  on  what  footing  die  ferved 
him,  the  general  told  him  what 
has  been  already  related,  and  with 
due  encomiums  on  the  merits  of 
her  conduct  in  his  houle :  the 
prince  laid,  fuch  a  perlon  would 
be  of  great  coufequence  to  him,  for 
he  was  then  very  ill  ferved  in  that 
refpeCt;  to  which  the  general  re¬ 
plied,  he  was  under  too  many 
obligations  to  his  highnels  to  have 
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it  in  his  power  to  refufe  him  any 
thing  he  had  a  mind  to,  and  im¬ 
mediately  calling  for  Catharine, 
told  her,  that  was  prince  Menzi¬ 
koff,  and  that  he  had  occafion  for 
a  fervant  like  her  felt,  and  that 
the  prince  had  it  much  more  in 
his  power  to  be  a  friend  to  her 
than  he  had,  adding,  that  he  had 
too  great  a  regard  for  her  to 
prevent  her  receiving  fuch  a  piece 
of  honour  and  good  fortune.  She 
anfwered  only  by  a  profound 
courtefy,  which  lliewed,  if  not  her 
confent,  that  it  was  not  then  in 
her  power  to  refufe  the  offer  that 
was  made :  in  ihort,  the  prince 
took  her  home  the  fame  day,  and 
Hie  lived  with  him  till  the  year 
1704,  when  the  czar,  one  day 
dining  with  the  prince,  happened 
to  fee  her,  and  lpoke  to  her;  flie 
made  a  yet  ftronger  imprelfion  on 
that  monarch,  who  would  like- 
wife  have  her  to  be  his  fervant ; 
from  whence  flie  rofe  to  be  Em- 
prefs  of  Rullia. 

As  PrinGe  Menzikoff  was  alfo 
a  perfon  railed  from  a  very  low 
degree,  I  was  told  the  following 
cireumltances  of  his  rife.  He  was 
born  of  gentle,  but  very  poor  pa¬ 
rents;  and  they  dying,  left  him 
very  young  without  any  educa¬ 
tion,  infomuch  that  he  could 
neither  read  nor  write,  nor  ever 
did  he  to  the  day  of  his  death  : 
his  poverty  obliged  him  to  feek 
fervice  in  Mofcow,  where  he  was 
taken  into  the  houfe  of  a  pallry- 
cook  ;  who  employed  him  in  cry¬ 
ing  minced-pies  about  the  ilreets ; 
and  having  a  good  voice,  he  alio 
fung  ballads  ;  whereby  he  was  fo 
generally  known,  that  he  had  ac- 
cefs  into  all  the  gentlemens  houfes. 
The  czar,  by  invitation,  was  to 
dine  one  day  at  a  boyar’s,  or  lord’s 

houfe, 
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iioufe,  and  MenzikofF  happening 
to  be  in  the  kitchen  that  day,  ob- 
ierved  the  boyar  giving  directions 
to  his  cook  about  a  difh  of  meat 
he  faid  the  czar  was  fond  of,  and 
look  notice  that  the  boyar  himfelf 
put  lome  kind  of  powder  in  it  by 
way  of  fpice  j  taking  particular 
notice  of  what  meat  that  difh  was 
compofed,  he  took  himfelf  away 
to  fing  his  ballads,  and  kept  faun- 
tering  in  the  ftreet  till  the  czar 
arrived,  when  exalting  his  voice, 
his  majelty  took  notice  of  it,  lent 
for  him,  and  afked  him  if  he 
would  fell  his  bafket  with  the  pies  : 
the  boy  replied,  he  had  power 
only  to  fell  the  pies,  as  for  the 
balket  he  mull  firth  afk  his  matter's 
leave,  but  as  every  thing  belonged 
to  his  majefty,  he  needed  only  lay 
his  commands  upon  him.  This 
reply  pleafed  the  czar  fo  much, 
that  he  ordered  Alexander  to  ftay 
and  attend  him,  which  he  obeyed 
with  great  joy  .  MenzikofF  waited 
behind  the  czar's  chair  at  dinney, 
and  feeing  the  before  mentioned 
difh  ferved  up  and  placed  before 
him,  in  a  whifper  begged  his  ma¬ 
jefty  not  to  eat  thereof^  the  czar 
went  into  another  room  with  the 
boy,  and  afked  his  reafon  for  what 
he  had  whifpered  to  him,  when 
he  informed  his  majefty  what  he 
had  obferved  in  the  kitchen,  and 
the  boyar’s  putting  in  the  powder 
himfelf,  without  the  cook’s  per¬ 
ceiving  him,  made  him  lulpeCt 
that  difh  in  particular  ;  he  there¬ 
fore  thought  it  his  duty  to  put  his 
majefty  upon  his  guard.  The 
czar  returned  to  table  without  the 
leaft  difcompofure  in  his  counte¬ 
nance,  and  with  his  ufual  chear- 

i  ' 

^ulnefs :  the  boyar  recommended 
this  difh  to  him,  faying,  it  was 
ytfy  good  ;  the  czar  ordered  the 


1^  l 

i 

boyar  to  fit  down  by  him,  for  it 
is  a  cuftom  in  Mofcow  for  the 
mailer  of  the  houfe  to  wait  at 
table  when  he  entertains  his 
friends,  and  putting  fome  of  it  on 
a  plate,  defired  him  to  eat  and 
fhew  him  a  good  example.  The 
boyar,  with  the  utmoft  confufion, 
replied,  that  it  did  not  become 
the  fervant  to  eat  with  his  mailer  ; 
whereupon  the  plate  was  fet  down 
to  a  dog;,  who  foon  difpatched  its 
content,  which  in  a  very  ttiort 
time,  threw  him  into  convulfions, 
and  foon  deprived  him  of  life  :  the 
dog  being  opened,  the  effecl  of 
the  poifton  was  clearly  difeovered, 
and  the  boyar  was  immediately  fe- 
cured,  tyut  was  found  next  morn¬ 
ing  dead  in  his  bed,  which  pre¬ 
vented  all  farther  difeovery. 

Menzikoff’s  remarkable  intro¬ 
duction  foon  gained  him  credit 
and  confidence  with  his  royal 
matter,  which  from  being  one  of 
the  meaneft  and  pooreft,  raifed  him 
to  be  one  of  the  rich  eft  fubje&s 
in  the  Ruffian  empire  $  he  was 
not  only  dignified  with  a  title  of 
a  pri&ce  in  Ruffia,  but  alfo  de¬ 
clared  a  prince  of  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire.  He  was  tall,  well-fhaped, 
very  handfome  in  hisperlon,  and 
of  great  penetration  :  he  added  as 
vice-czar  at  the  Imperial  court, 
the  czar  himfelf  appearing  at  all 
public  meetings  as  a  private  per- 
fon,  attended  by  two  fervants  at 
molt,  and  inftead  of  pleafing  him- 
felf  with  the  pomp  of  grandeur, 
his  delight  was  the  improvement 
of  his  empire,  which  he  vifited 
every  where  in  perfon. 


Some  Account  cf  the  Bay  and  Citv 
of  Sorrento,  and  of  the  Ruins  of 
the  Surreptinum  or  Villa  of  Pol- 
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lbs  til  Capo  di  Fualo  :  extracted 
from  Travels  into  the  Two  Sici¬ 
lies,  by  Henry  Swinburne,  Efq , 

ON  doubling  the  next  pro¬ 
jecting  rocks,  we  entered  the 
fpacious  bay  of  Sorento,  three 
miles  wide.  A  femicircular  chain 
of  woodv  mountains  inclofes  a 

J  ■  1 

rich  and  beautiful  plain,  rather 
doping  towards  the  fea,  full  of 
white  buildings  peeping  out  of  the 
groves.  This  half- moon  termi- 
nates  in  a  ltraight  line  to  thq  fea, 
by  a  bold  coaff  of  black  perpendi¬ 
cular  roelss.  It  probably  formed 
n  portion  of  a  circle,  half  of  which 
broke  off  and  funk  into  the  waves. 
This  I  believe  to  have  been  the 
cafe,  and  that  the  whole  was  once 
the  crater  of  a  volcano.  All  the 
foil  of  the  plain  is  eineritious,  and 
its  rocks  a  ffrong  blue  lava,  except 
near  the  eaft  end,  where  thpy  are 
of  a  fofter  piperino  kind.  The 
encircling  mountains  are  com pp fed 
of  regular  calcarious  layers,  that 
do  not  join  or  intermix  in  the  lead 
with  the  others,  but  are  broken 
off  abruptly1  all  round,  as  if  a  place 
had  been  icooped  oi|t  for  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  heterogeneous  mafs, 
riling  fuddenly  out  of  the  bofom 
of  the  earth  or  waters.  Many  of 
thefe  limeftone  rocks  are  twitted, 
as  it  were,  into  ropes,  exactly  in 
the  fame  manner  as  fome  Vefuvian 
lavas :  they  have  befides  fo  many 
peculiarities,  that  correfpond  with 
hofe  of  the  productions  of  burn¬ 
ing  mountains,  that  were  it  not 
directly  repugnant  to  the  common 
fyflerns  of  philofophy,  which  de¬ 
cide  all  calcarious  fubHances  to  be 
a  fediment  of  the  ocean,  1  fliould 
he  tempted  to  believe,  that  fire 

^  ^ephyro  Surrentilrp 
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had  a  greater  ill  are  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  ot  thele  rocks  than  is  gene¬ 
rally  allowed.  The  materials  of 
the  lower  grounds  are  beyond 
doubt  volcanical  j  however,  I  am 
confident,  that  as  yet,  we  are  but 
imperfectly  acquainted  with  the 
powers  of  fire,  and  the  met  amor- 
phofes  it  is  capable  of  producing. 
As  yve  have  difeovered,  that  the 
fumes  of  fulphur  and  vitriol  can 
change  hard  black  lava  into  foft 
white  clay,  perhaps  we  may  find 
opt,  that  fome  other  operation  of 
natural  chymiftry  ean  convert  fub- 
ftances  into  liraeftone. 

I  landed  at  Sorento,  a  city 
placed  on  the  very  brink  of  the 
iteep  rocks  that  oyerhang  the  bay, 
in  a  moil  enchanting  fituation.  It 
contains  fifteen  thoufand  inhabit 
tants,  half  the  population  of  the 
whole  plain.  The  ftreets  are  nar¬ 
row  ;  but  this  is  no  inconvenience 
in  a  warm  climate,  where  car¬ 
riages  are  not  ufed,  nor  any  com- 
piunication  with  the  metropolis 
practicable,  by  land.  Of  all  the 
places  in  the  kingdom,  this  ?  is 
bleft  with  the  moil  delightful  cli¬ 
mate.  It  was  renowned  for  it  in 
ancient  times :  Silius  Italics  ex¬ 
tols  its  foft  and  wholefome  ze¬ 
phyrs  *.  At  prefen t  it  enjoys 
lhady  groves,  excellent  water,, 
fruit,  filb,  milk,  butter,  the  finelt 
veal  in  the  worid,  good  wine,  and 
almoff  every  neceffary  of  life  at  an 
eafy  rate.  Mountains  fereen  it 
from  the  hot  autumnal  blafts. 
The  temper  of  the  inhabitants  is 
{aid  to  refemble  the  climate  in 
mildnefs.  A  few  inferiptions  and 
refervoirs  of  water  are  all  the  rem¬ 
nants  of  antiquity  it  can  fbew.  It 
derives  its  name  from  the  refidence 
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of  worftip  of  the  Syrens*,  In 
this  bay,  the  Prince  of  Salerno, 
fon  to  Charles  the  Firft,  was,  in 
1283,  taken  prifoner  by  Laurie, 
the  admiral  of  Peter  of  Aragon  : 
a  naval  victory  that  infured  the 
poffellion  of  Sicily  to  the  conque¬ 
rors.  Here  Torquatiis  Taifo  drew 
his  firft  breath  in  1544:  a  bard 
undoubtedly  intitled  to  rank  in 
the  foremoft  line  of  modern  poets, 
notwithftanding  the  fare  aim  of 
Boileau  f;  who,,  from  this  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  Italian  language,  and 
the  coldnefs  of  his  heart,  was  a 
very  improper  judge  of  the  flights 
of  genius,  fn  1558,  the  7'urks 
lacked  this  city,  and  carried  off 
twe've  thoufand  captives;  but, 
preferring  money  to  fuch  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  (laves;  they  fent  to  Naples 
to  aft:  a  rartfoni.  Diftruft,  con- 
fte  rnation,  or  infenlibility,  caufed 
their  offer  to  be  rejected,  and  the 
infidels  failed  away  with  their  pri¬ 
soners.  Soon  after,  by  ah  act  of 
generofity  fcarce  to  be  paralleled 
in  any  hiftory,  the  remaining  Sor- 
rentines  fold  their  lands  and  goods, 
and  redeemed  their  Fellow  citizens. 
Had  fuch  an  effort  been  made  by 
G reeks  or  Romans,  it  would  have 
been  a  common-place  example  for 
fchool-boys,  and  every  dilfertator, 
ancient  and  modern,  would  have 
rn  la  reed  with  enthufiafm  on  this 


trait  of  hcroifni;  but  at  Sorrento 
it  is  fcarce  remembered,  and,  I 
believe,  it  is  entirely  forgotten  in 
the  relt  of  the  kingdom. 

(Jn  the  twenty-eighth,  I  conti¬ 
nued  my  eoafting  voyage  to  Capo 
di  Terra,  or  Puc’o,  the  point  that 
divides  the  bay  of  Sorrento  from 
that  of  Mafia  Here  are  the 
ruins  of  a  villa  mentioned  in  Sta¬ 
tius’s  Sylvse :  it  belonged  to  Pol- 
lius  Fdelix,  whole  name  is  ftill 
preferved  in  the  modern  appella¬ 
tion.  I  admired  the  exactnefs 
with  which  the  poet  has  deferibed 
the  fpot  ;  for  however  altered  and 
disfigured  the  minuter  features 
may  be,  the  great  outlines  of  the 
place  are  ftill  difcernable.  On  the 
very  extremity  of  the  cape.  Im¬ 
pending  over  the  fea.  Hands  a 
row  ol  vaulted  chambers,  before 
which  appear  the  veftiges  of  a  por¬ 
tico  §,  or  hall.  Its  form  is  that  of 
an  obtufe  angle.  .  Thcfe  rooms 
cbminanded  a  doiible  view  i  one 
of  Sorrento  and  Vefuvlus;  the jj 
other,  of  Naples  **,  Pugzoli,  and 
Ifchia  f  f .  Part  of  the  painting 
remains  upon  the  walk;  Behind 
-theft*  buildings,  the  promontory 
narrows  into  an  ifthmiis,  pierced 
in  the  middle  with  a  de.-p  rotund 
bafon,  into  which  the  fea  has  ac~ 
cefs  by  a  paffage  under  the  rock's. 
As  the  waves  have  iio  foice  ieit 


*  Surenetum.  ,  .  ,  u 

f  Le  clinquant  du  TafTe  S.  tout  Tor  de  Virgile, 

Prefers  TalTifs  tinlel  to  Virgil’s  gold, 
f  Eft  inter  notua  Syrenum  nomine  rmiros, 

Saxaque  Tyrrhen*  templis  ornata  Minerva. 

Per  obliquas  erepit  porticus  arces 
Urbis  opus,  longoque  damat  taxa  afpera  dorfe 
i)  Una  Distis 

Parthenopen  diredto  limrte  poati. 

**  Inherit 

Cel  fa  Dicarchsn  fpeculatrix  villa  profundi. 
f  f  Hxc  videt  laarimcn,  il-ii  PtochyCa  afpera  parct 
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when  they  enter  it,  and  its  open¬ 
ing  is  furrounded  by  ruins,  this 
was  no  doubt  the  fituation  of  the 
baths  * * * §.  Three  arched  condu  ts 
brought  frefh  water  to  them  -f* 
from  a  large  refervoir  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  ;  high  rocks,  co¬ 
vered  with  olive-trees,  defend  J 
this  place  from  the  boifterous  fci- 
rocco,  and  boats  find  a  fai'e  retreat 
in  a  circular  creek,  which  divides 
the  cape  into  two  peninfulas  §■. 
From  hence  I  failed  along  the 
woody  coaft  of  Mafia.,  a  diocefe 
without  a  town  ;  for  all  the  dwell - 
ing-houfes  are  difperfed  in  fnjall 
clufters  along  the  verdant  decli¬ 
vity.  We  lay  upon  our  oars  a 
few  hours  to  take  fome  refrefh- 
ment,  and  then  failed  to  Naples, 
where  we  arrived  by  moonlight. 
The  evening  was  warm  and  mild, 
and  the  fea  fmooth  as  glafs;  the 
lights  of  the  fifh  markets  reflected 
on.  its  furface,  formed  a  mod 
folendid  illumination. 

4.  1  :  V 


account  of  the  French  African 
Ifiands ;  from  Travels  into  Eu¬ 
rope,  Aha,  and  Africa. 

np' HE,  ifland  of  Mauritius  is 
1  fituated  in  the  20th  degree 
of  fouth  latitude,  and  56eaft  lon¬ 
gitude  from  London.  It  is  of  a 


circular  figure,  mountainous  in 
the  centre,  and  flat  around  the 
coaft,  containing  about  100,000 
Englifh  acres.  The  foil  is  light 
and  but  unkindly,  of  a  brick  co¬ 
lour,  and  in  fome  parts  ftrongly 
impregnated  with  iron  ore.  There 
are  fome  large  rivers,  which  rile 
at  the  bottom,  or  in  the  Tides  of 
the  mountains.  There  is  not 
above  one’ fifth  part  of  tbe  country 
under  cultivation,  the  remaining 
four  being  mountainous  or  filled 
with  woods.  There  is  on  this 
ifland  fome  good  building  timber, 
and  a  great  deal  of  yellow,  black, 
and  party-coloured  ebony.  This 
laft  fpecies  of  ebony  is  reckoned  to 
be  of  value,  and  is  never  burnt, 
as  the  others  frequently  are  — 
There  is  a  fuelling  manufactory 
for  the  iron  ore,  and  fome  powder 
mills.  There  are  in  Mauritius 
two  or  three  fugar-plantations, 
feveral  coffee-plantations,  and  it 
has  produced  very  good  cotton  and 
indigo:  it  is  indeed  to  thefe  two 
lall-mentioned  commodities  that 
the  foil  feems  beft  adapted.  All 
the  tropical  fruits,  plants,  and 
roots  are  raifed  here  ;  but  they  are 
neither  fo  luxuriant  nor  fo  highly 
flavoured  as  thofe  of  Bourbon,  nor 
fo  abundant  as  to  ferve  the  inha¬ 
bitants  four  month  in  the  year: 
their  fupplies  for  about  eight 


*  Gemi’«a  teftudine  fumarct 
Balnea. 

■f  E  terris  ocean  it  dulcis  amaro 
Nympha  mari. 

J  Monti  mterren’t  imurrt 

lAttus  et  in  terras  icopulis  pendentibus  exit. 

§  Placido  innata  refefln, 

Hinc  atque  hinc  cnrvas  prorumpunt  retjuora  rupes 

Ponunt  hie  iaffa.  furorem 

A'quora. 

N ullocjue  t urnuhii 
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months  in  twelve  come  from  Bour¬ 
bon,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Batavia,  and  Europe. 

The  fpiceries  of  Ceylon,  Arn- 
boyna,  and  Banda,  promife  to 
HouriiK  in  this  ifland.  In  the  pa- 
rifh  of  Pamplemonfe,  the  king  of 
France  maintains,  at  a  coniide- 
rable  expence,  and  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  a  fpacious  botanical  garden, 
divided  into  four  parts,  reprefent- 
ing  the  great  quarters  of  the  earth  ; 
in  which  the  trees,  flirubs,  plants, 
flowers,  herbs,  roots,  &c.  of  each 
are  refpeflively  planted  j  pieces 
of  wood  being  fixed  in  the  ground 
by  each,  deferibing  its  name,  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  qualities.  In 
this  garden  cinnamon  and  cloves 
thrive  amazingly.  All  around  the 
bland  (except  imall  inlets  oppofite 
to  fome  bays)  at  a  tolerable  dif- 
tance  from  the  fhore,  there  is  a 
reef  of  coral  rock,  which  lhelters 
the  intermediate  fpace  of  water, 
makes  it  quite  fmooth  and  ferene, 
and  prevents  the  formation  of 
fuch  heavy  lurges  as,  rolling  and 
breaking  on  the  fhore,  might 
render  landing  difficult,  if  not 
impracticable. 

'The  fields  and  woods  abound 
with  deer,  hares,  rabbits,  and 
flying  game.  The  inhabitants  are 
remarkable  for  their  hofpitalitv, 
and  the  ladies  who  are  natives  of 
this  bland,  for  their  beautv. 

Mauritius  is  the  metropolis  of 
the  French  African  blanch,  the 
chief  feat  Gf  government,  the  em¬ 
porium  of  commerce,  and  the  a fy- 
ium  of  exiUs  from  France.  The 
inhabitants  are  not  fo  independent 
in  their  circumftances,  nor  fo  eafy 
in  their  minds  as  thofe  of  Bour¬ 
bon,  although  they  affect  more 
drefs  and  gaiety,  and  have  be  her 
heufes  and  furniture.  Every  third 
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perfon  you  meet,  of  a  fair  com¬ 
plexion,  wears  at  his  button-hole 
the  order  of  St.  Louis. 

As  the  pofiiion  of  the  town  of 
Port  Louis,  and  the  fortifications 
defending  the  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  are  well  known,  I  fliall  not 
give  any  particular  defeription  of 
them.  I  cannot,  however,  but  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  practice  of  warping 
fihips  into  that  port,  is  merely  a 
political  ftratagem,  intended  to 
imprefs  the  world  with  a  notion 
that  it  is  of  the  moft  difficult  ac- 
cefs.  The  paffiige  for  fliips  is 
clear  and  eafy,  and  every  after¬ 
noon,  duiing  the  28  days  I  was 
there,  there  was  a  conflant  fleady 
and  brifk  gale  directly  into  the 
harbour. 

The  ifland  of  B01  rbon  is  fituated 
in  the  2 ill  degree  of  fouth  lati¬ 
tude,  and  54th  eaft  longitude  from 
London.  Its  figure  is  nearly  cir¬ 
cular.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  fpot 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  fo  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  naturalifts  as 
this  ifland.  It  contains  three  high 
mountains,  which  are  often  feen 
at  the  diftance  of  30  leagues  :  and 
are  the  higheft  land  I  ever  law, 
except  the  Pike  of  Tenerife.  On 
the  lummit  of  one  of  thefe  moun¬ 
tains,  which  is  in  the  fouth-eafe 
quarter  of  the  ifland,  there  is  a 
volcano  which  frequently  end's 
I  moke,  flames  and  allies.  Ti  bs 
volcano  exhibits  an  awful  but 
beautiful  profpecl  at  night,  when 
it  vomits  flames,  and  fills  the  fur¬ 
rounding  heavens  with  particles  of 
fire.  Of  the  three  mountains  of 
Bourbon,  this  alone  is  barren 
and  uninhabited.  The  mountain 
which  is  reputed  the  highelb,  riles 
in  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  and  to 
the  northward  of  it  appears  a 
ridge  ol  hills,  called  the  Falaife  „ 

one 
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one  fide  of  which,  bold*  abrupt,  and 
itiblime,  forms  a  ftupendous  pre¬ 
cipice,  in  perpendicular  height  two 
thoufand  French  fathoms,  over¬ 
hanging  a  large  river,  which  fome- 
times  glides  imoo’thly  along,  and 
at  others  falls  in  rough  cal'cades. 
In  refpeCt  to  ft  it,  Bourbon  is 
nearly  equal  to  Mauritius.  The 
foil,  which  is  in  fome  parts  black, 
and  in  others  grey,  is  fuperla- 
tively  fruitful,  and  improves  in 
quality  in  proportion  as  it  ap¬ 
proaches  even  to  the  tops  of 
eminences  and  mountains.  The 
windward  fide,  and  the  quarter  of 
St.  Lufan  on  the  eaft  fide,  are  level 
lands  watered  by  Very  fine  rivers, - 
particularly  the  great  river  d’A- 
6ordy  which  precipitates  itfelf  into 
U  difir  ft  the  tnofl  beautiful  of  the 
whole  i fluid*  but  where  the  land¬ 
ing  from  the  fea  is  difficult  and 
full  of  danger.  * 

In  the  latitude  of  21  degrees 
this  ifland  produces  wheat,-  cab¬ 
bages,  turneps,  carrots,  artichokes, 
peafe,  bearis,  and  garden  fruits 
and  roots  equal  in  fize  and  flavour 
to  any  1  ever  faw  in  Europe.  If 
produces  alfo  the  fugar-cane,  cof¬ 
fee,  cotton,  indigo,  and  all  Weft 
India  fruits,  fuperior  to  any  I  ever 
faw  in  any  of  the  American  iflands. 
Its  rice  is  not  inferior  to  that  of 
either  Carolina;  and  its  mangoes 
are  eqUat  to  any  in  Hiiidoftari. 
The  poultry  are  the  largeft  I  ever 
law,  arid  in  every  refpefl  excel 
thofe  of  all  other  countries. 

The  ladies  of  Bourbon  are  re¬ 
markably  tall,  and  elegantly  form¬ 
ed  ;  their  complexions  beautifully 
fed  and  white,  arid  their  features 
the  inofi  delicate  and  handfome 
that  can  be  imagined.  In  figure, 
complexion,  and  features,  the  men 
re  fern  ble  the  Women,  orily  that 


the  former  are  more  mufeular.«^ 
I  dwell  a  little  oil  the  extraordi¬ 
nary  beauty  of  the  natives  of  the 
ifland  of  Bourbon,  b'ecattfe  it  is  a 
very  lingular  circumftance,  to  find 
elegance  of  fiiape,  delicacy  of  fea¬ 
tures,  and  bloom  of  complexion 
in  the  torrid  ion e: 

The  pafturage  of  this  iflarid  is 
riot  well  adapted  to  the  breed  of 
ftteep,  but  it  abounds  with  goats, 
final  1  horned  tattle,  and  final  1 
hardy  horfes.  The  inhabitants  of 
Bourbon  are  ftill  more  hoipitable 
than  thofe  of  Mauritius,  They 
are  frank,  theaffiil,  and  polite. 
With  mofe  finceritv.  Every  repaft 
begins  with  a  glafs  of  brandy,  and 
the  tables  are  plentiful  and  ele¬ 
gant,  being  funiiflied  with"  but- 
therms  meat,  and  ri  great  variety  of 
fowls,  fifti,  arid  vegetable. 

But  the  enjoyments  •  of  dhe  gay 
and  focial  inhabitants  of  this  en¬ 
chanting  iffe,  a  re1’ mixed  with  buf¬ 
ferings  unknown  iri  tMfiririoft  bar¬ 
ren  and  inhofpitable'  countries. 
Contented  and  happy  fri  the  com¬ 
pany  of  one  another,  they  might 
well  defpife  that  contempt  in 
Which  they  afe  held  by  the  poor 
noble] e  of  Mauritius,  beeaufe,  for- 
footh,  they  are  not,  in  general, 
of  nob!e  extraction  :  but  they 
fufFer  fevefef  misfortunes  in  that 
iron  government  under  which  they 
live  ;  the  depredations  of  their  re¬ 
bellious  runaway  haves*  who  oc¬ 
cupy  fome  of  the  inacedfible 
mountains  ;  but  above  all,-  in 
thofe  frequent  hurricanes  which 
ravage  their  country  from  January 
to  April  or  May. 

The  diftarice  from  Bourbon  to 
Mariritiris  is  about  37  leagues, 
which  is  run  from  ■  the  *  latter  to 
the  former  in  the  fpace  of  from 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  hours: 
^  ~  '  but 
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oat  to  return  to  Mauritius  from 
Bourbon  takes  up  a  month,  at  the 
lead  fourteen  days,  unlefs  in  the 
hurricane  feafon,  when  the  wind 
is  more  variable. 

The  Seychell  or  Mahe  iflands  lie 
a  few  leagues  north-eall  from  the 
north  end  of  Madagafcar.  The 
French  took  pofleffion  of  them 
fince  the  laft  war,  and  ftationed  in 
them  a  party  of  foldiers.  They 
were  before  uninhabited.  They 
yield  fome  tropical  provifions,  and 
a  great  many  turtle,  with  other 

In  the  ifland  of  Seychell  there 
is  a  very  fafe  and  commodious  deep 
bay,  with  excellent  anchorage, 
where  fliips  may  wood  and  water 
with  great  eafe  and  fafetv. 

At  a  very  fhort  diftance,  I  be¬ 
lieve  lefs  than  a  league  from  the 
ifland  of  Seychell,  lies  that  of  Praf- 
line.  The  foil  of  each  is  repre- 
fented  a?  excellent  ;  the  land 
throughout  is  fiat,  and  is  faid  to 
grow  fome  large  timber  proper 
for  building.  Thefe  iflands  are 
remarkable  for  producing  the  tre-e 
which  yields  a  kind  of  cocoa-nut, 
Teprefenting,  in  the  moft  ftriking 
manner,  the  figure  of  . a  human 
breech,  thighs,  &c.  having  a  foetid 
ifnell  from  an  aperture  of  the  fun¬ 
dament,  like  that  of  human  ex¬ 
crement.  The  .  Indians,  itruck 
with  this  refemblance,  formerly 
fet  an  enormous  value  upon  thefe 
nuts ;  but  fince  the  French  traders 
furnifhed  the  market  with  them 
more  plentifully,  they  have  loll 
much  of  Iheir  eflimation,  together 
with  therararity.  As  thefe  iflands 
are  capable  of  railing  abundance  of 
provifions,  Iheep,  goats,  and  horned 
cattle,  a  fettlement  might  be  made 
on  them,  very  convenient  for  the 
Englifh  Ealt  India  Companv,  if 
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this  paffage  fliould  be  adopted  by 
their  navigation  at  thole  feafons 
when  the  inner  paffage  between 
Madagafcar  and  the  continent  is 
impracticable. 


Some  Account  of  the  moft  capital 
Pictures  ih  the  king  of  Spain’.? 
Palace  at  Madrid  :  tranftated 
from  the  Spanifh  of  Sir  Anthony 
Raphael  Mengs,  Knt.  firji  Pain¬ 
ter  to  bis  Ca'bolic  Majefty;  by  John 
Talbot  Dillon,  Knt.  and  Baron  of 
the  facred  Roman  Empire. 

C  O  U  L.  D  wifh  that  all  the 
fine  pictures  difperfed  in  the 
different  royal  feats  were  united, 
and  formed  into  one  grand  collec¬ 
tion,  in  the  palace  at  Madrid,  and 
that  they  were  properly  arranged 
in  a  gallery,  worthy  of  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  monarch,  in  order 
to  addrefs  to  you  on  this  fubjedt, 
an  eBay  on  the  art,  from  the  re¬ 
mote  times,  down  to  the  prefeiit, 
in  which  every  artiff  we  know  of, 
worthy  of  noticed  might  be  more 
or  lefs  commented  upon,  for  the 
information  of  thofe  who  have  any 
curiofitv  or  tafte  for  thefe  matters, 
and  that  they  might  be  made  fen- 
fib  te  of  the  eflential  difference  ex¬ 
iting  (.between  them,  by  which,  I 
Biould  be  able  to  render  my  own. 
ideas  more  clear  j  but  the  court 
having  never  formed  any  inten¬ 
tions  of  fuch  a  collection,  I  Baa  II 
fpeak  unconneCtedly  of  the  great 
mailers  of  different  ages,  attach¬ 
ing  myfelf  principally  to  the  Spa¬ 
nifh  painters,  whofe  works  are 
confpicuous  in  the  principal  apart¬ 
ments  of  the  palace. 

Some  of  the  mod  difiinyuiibed. 
of  thele  performances  are  in  the 
king’s  d-re  fling- room,  particularly 
N  by 
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by  the  hand  of  Velafquez,  Spag- 
nolet,-  and  Murillo.  But  how 
greatly  they  differ  from  each 
other  !  Vv  hat  juft  rids,,  what  true 
diftribution  of  clatr  objcure ,  in  the 
works  of  Velafquez.  How  well 
he  underftood  tlie  effedts  of  light 
in  fhewing  the  diftances  of  obr 
jedts  one  irom  another,  and  what 
a  fchool  for  an  art-ift  to  improve 
himfeff  in  ftudying  the  works  of 
this  great  man,  to  be  feen  in  this 
faloon,  done  at  three  different 
times,  and  by  confidering.  the 
happy  manner  in  which  he  attain¬ 
ed  fuch  an  excellent  imitation  of 
nature.  The  picture  of  the  Se¬ 
ville  water-feller,  difplays  his  ear¬ 
ly  imitation  of  nature,,  and  with 
what  fpirit  he  exerted  himfelf  in 
exhibiting  the  different  effects  on 
objects  that  receive  "light  or  sha¬ 
dow,  infotnuch,  as  to  occafion  ra¬ 
ther  a  drynefs  and  harflmefs  of 
pencil. 

In  the  pidture  of  the  feigned 
Bacchus  crowning  a  few  drunk¬ 
ards,  his  ftyle  is  more  loofe  and 
free,  copying  nature,  not  as  fhe 
is,  but  as  the  appears  to  the  eye. 
He  is  hill  more  bold  and  animat¬ 
ed  in  his  Vulcan’s  Forge ,  where 
home  of  the  figures  of  the  work¬ 
men  are  a  perfect  imitation  of  na¬ 
ture.  But  he  has  given  the  moil 
perfect  copy  of  nature  in  the  pic- 
lure  of  a  woman  fpinning,  which 
is  of  his  laft  ftyle  and.  manner,  and 
fo  well  executed,  that  the  labour 
of  the  hand  feerris  not  to  have  been 
employed,  but  that  the  mind  alone 
conveyed  the  pencil,  in  which  its 
merit  is  lingular.  Some  of  his 
Portraits  have  like  wife  this  excel¬ 
lence,  and  form  the  molt  perfect 
model  of  his  Ichool. 

Spagnolet  was  admirable  in  his 
Imitation  of  nature,  ftrength  of 
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clnir  objcure ,  freedom  of  pencil, 
and  in  describing,  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  of  the  human  frame,  fuch  as 
wrinkles,  hair,,  &c.  His  manner  is 
bold,  but  he  did  not  equal  Vela¬ 
fquez  in  his  diftribution  of  light 
and  ihade,  not  understanding  its 
proper  degradations,  and  the  ef- 
iedts  of  air,  though  his  colouring 
is  more  lively,  as  may  be  feen  by 
his  pictures  over  the  doors. 

In  the  fame  apartment,,  there  are 
pictures  of  Murillo,:  in  two  diffe¬ 
rent  manners:  his.  firft,  in  thofe,  of 
the  Incarnation,  and  the  birth  of 
our  Saviour  *  which,  particularly 
theyfecond,  are  painted  with  great 
boldnefs  in  regard  to  nature,  thoy 
performed  before  he  had  attained 
that  loftneis  Which  charadterifes 
his  fecond  manner,  as  may  be 
peiceived  in  other  pictures  in  this 
apartment  ;  particularly  in  the 
final  1  one  of  the  Nuptials  of  our 
I  ady,  and  a  fine  half-length  of  St; 
James,  in  the  adjacent  room. 

In  the  king’s  drawing-room, 
there  is  an  excellent  p:dture  of  Ve¬ 
lafquez.  reprefenting  the  Infanta 
Dona  Margarita  Maria  of  Auftria, 
whofe  portrait  Velafquez  is  draw¬ 
ing  ;  but  this  capital  piece  being  fo 
well  known,  I  have  nothing  to  add, 
only  that  it  is  a  convincing  proof 
of  the  eftedt  of  imitation  from  na¬ 
ture,  and  of  the  general  fatisfac- 
tion  it  yields,  particularly  when 
the  beautiful,  is  not  the  primary 
confide  rat  ion. 

I  pafs  over  at  prefent  many  fine 
paintings  of  Titian’s,  difperfed  in 
various  apartments  of  the  palace  j 
to  fpeak  to  you  of  that  mod  noble 
picture  of  Velafquez  reprefenting 
Philip  IV.  on  horfeback  ;  where 
every  thing  is  admirable,  as  well 
the  horffe,  as  the  figure  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  even  the  Iandfcape  is  in  a- 
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naged  with  tafte ;  but  above  all, 
the  graceful  eafe  of  the  fovereign’s 
head  is  lingular,  as  the  very  Ikin 
lecms  to  Thine,  and  the  hair  is 
beautiful,  and  touched  with  great 
lightnefs.  Contiguous  to  this  ca¬ 
pital  performance,  there  is  another 
of  the  Conde  Duke  of  Olivares,  in 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the 
king’s. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention 
to  another  picture,  by  the  fame, 
hand,  reprefenting  a  fiege,  which 
was  before  in  that  faloon  of  the 
Retiroy  called,  De  los  Reynas ,  and 
is  now  in  the  dining  room  of  the 
moll  Serene  Prince  of  Afturias. 
This  pidture  comprehends  every 
perfodtion  the  fubjedt  would  admit 
of,  and  there  is  no  part,  if  we 
except  the  foldiers  lances,  which 
is  not  reprefented  with  the  ut- 
moft  Ikill.  In  the  fame  apart¬ 
ment,  there  is  a  portrait  of  the 
Infanta  Dona  Margarita  Maria, 
and  an  Infante  on  horfeback,  both 
by  Velafquez  in  his  belt  manner, 
as  well  as  fome  other  portraits  of 
his  in  the  fame  room. 

In  the  Prince  of  Afturias’s  dref- 
fing-room,  there  are  three  fine 
pidtures  by  Spagnalety  two  of  them 
reprefent  a  St.  Jerom,  and  a  St. 
Benedidt,  companions,  executed  in 
his  brightefl  manner,  in  which  a 
perfect  command  of  the  pencil 
may  be  obferved,  as  well  as  the 
moft  accurate  copy  from  nature, 
with  an  uncommon  expreffion  in 
the  countenance  of  St.  Benedidt. 
The  third  is  the  martyrdom  of  a 
faint,  equally  excellent,  though 
with  more  force. 

It  would  be  fuperfluous  to  fpeak 
to  you  of  Rubens,  or  of  his  fchoo!, 
of  which,  there  are  many  pieces  in 
the  palace.  But  one,  above  others, 
L  remarkable,  reprefenting  the 


adoration  of  the  kings,  one  of  his 
molt  capital  pieces,  done  by  him 
in  Flanders,  after  his  belt  man¬ 
ner,  and  aftenvards,  when  he 
came  to  Spain,  he  made  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  canvafs,  to  enlarge  the 
pidture,  and  increafe  the  number 
of  figures  :  amonglt  which,  he  has 
added  his  own  portrait.  This 
pidture  contains  every  perfection 
the  artilt  was  capable  of  in  the 
hiltorical  line,  and  the  defign  is 
not  the  molt  incorredt. 

Amonglt  many  fine  pieces  of 
Vandyke,  there  is  one  reprefent¬ 
ing  the  apprehending  of  Chrilt  in 
the  garden,  executed  with  a  fine 
talte  and  colouring,  as  far  as  a 
night-piece  would  admit  of;  a. 
half  length  portrait  of  the  Cardi¬ 
nal  Infante,  brother  of  Philip  IV. 
is  alfo  infinitely  excellent  from  the 
jultnefs  of  its  execution,  and  the 
graceful  eafe  that  attends  it,  as 
well  as  colouring,  and  fallownefs 
of  compledtion. 

The  works  of  Luca  Jordano,  are 
innumerable,  of  whom,  it  may  be 
faid  he  never  did  any  thing  amifs  j 
as  a  good  tafte  is  every  where  per¬ 
ceptible  in  his  works,  though  in  an. 
embryo  form,  compared  to  the  ex¬ 
cellent  productions  of  other  great 
men  of  the  Italian  fchools.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  never  arrived 
at  perfedtion,  fo  that  his  manner 
will  admit  of  no  falling  off,  with¬ 
out  a  total  debafement  of  paint¬ 
ing,  which  was  the  fate  of  his  co¬ 
piers.  The  works  of  Jordan  may 
be  claffed  in  two  different  manners , 
though  he  often  painted  indiferi- 
minately,  copying  from  different 
painters.  Some  of  his  pieces  have 
an  harlbnefs,  like  thofe  of  Spag- 
nolet,  from  whom,  Jordan  learn¬ 
ed  his  art,  and  copied’ in  his  early 
days ;  but  his  general  manner,  and 
N  2  '  the 
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the  1110ft  universal,  arid  fuited  to 
his  tafte,  as  may  be  feen  in  his 
beft  pieces,  was  after  Pietro  da 
Cortona.  In  sthis  ftyle,  he  exe- 
cuted  that  admirable  frefco  paint¬ 
ing  in  the  Retiro,  and  many  pic¬ 
tures  in  the  palace  ;  but  in  other 
pieces,  done  afterwards  in  Ma¬ 
drid,  he  varied  from  this  ftyle, 
and  in  his  drapery,  copied  Paul 
Veronefe,  though  with  lefs  cor- 
redftfefs  of  tints  and  ciair  obfcure  ; 
fo  that  his  manner  became  dry,  as 
may  be  dbferved  in  the  hiftorical 
pieces  of  Solomon,  in  the  palace, 
done  after  he  had  finifHed  painting 
in  the  Efcurial. 

Anion  gif  others  in  the  fame  pa* 
lace  there  is  an  half  length  of 
oof  lady*  with  the  child,  and  St. 
John,  thought  by  fom'e  to  be  a 
Raphael;  it  is  true,  the  ehild  is 
perfectly  in  his  manner ;  the  car¬ 
nation  is  rather  tod  high,  the  back 
ground  has  a  blireiflf  caft,  the  tu- 
nick  of  our  lady  is  of  light  car¬ 
mine,  and  the  veil  of  a  deep  blue* 
ail  in  the  character  of  Raphael, 
ivhieh  makes  thofe  who  do  not  un¬ 
derhand  the  true  merit  of  his  ex¬ 
cellence,  conftder  it  as  an  imita¬ 
tion  of  his  manner  ;  there  are 
others  in  the  palace,  by  Luca  Jor- 
dano,  after  the  Venetion  fchdol, 
but  not  fo  well  tin i died  as  fo'me 
would  fuppofe. 

Much  merit  is  due  to  forne 
paintings  of  Tintorei ,  Old  Palm, 
and  Jacopo  Bafan ,  but  they  are1  all 
eclipfed,  in  my  opinion,  by  thofe 
of  Paul  Veronefe,  arid  more  par¬ 
ticularly  by  thofe  of  Titian;  after 
his  beft  manner as  this  great  man 
was  never  equalled,  of  fiirpalfed 
by  any  one,  in  the  beauty  and 
.perfection  of  his  colouring;  it  is 
fo  very  excellent  in  all  his  works, 
Hat  the  eve  never  perceives  the 


labour  and  ingenuity'  of  the  artift„ 
but  the  whole  feems,  as  if  nature 
herfelf  prelented  her  form  on  the 
canvafs.  The  pencil  of  Titian 
always  moved  with  freedom,  yet, 
without  negligence ;  every  acci¬ 
dental  llroke  thews  accurate  de- 
fign  ;  the  fofee  and  effect  of  his 
ciair  objeure ,  does  not  fo  much  de¬ 
pend  on  the  darknefs  of  fhadow 
or  the  difplay  of  light,  as  in  the 
proper  ordinance  of  his  colouring. 

All  thefe  circumfianees  may  be 
obferved  in  the  picture  of  Baccha¬ 
nalians,  the  figures  of  which  a-fe 
one  third  of  the  natural  fize  :  this 
picture  rs  at  prefent  in  a  ciofet  of 
the  Princefs  of  Afturias ;  every 
part  of  the  picture,  and  the  whole 
of  it  corijundtly,  is  fo  beautiful, 
that  it  would  be  an  endlefs  toil  to 
delineate  its  merit;  I  can  only  tell 
you,  I  never  pafs  by  it  without 
ftoppkg,  from  the  admiration  .it 
always  eaufes,  in  feeing  the  figure 
of  the  woman  afleep,  which  exhi¬ 
bits  a  friattef  of  wonder  and  no¬ 
velty,  every  time  I  behold  it  The 
colouring  is  after  Titian’s  bright- 
eft  manner,  the  degradation  of 
tints  are  marvellous,  beyond  what 
I  ever  faw  any  where ;  every  part 
apnears  nature  individually,  yet 
requires  great  attention  to  examine 
the  different  objects;  and  ftill  the 
gfeat  variety  accords  in  one  gene¬ 
ral  tone  :  the  local  tints  of  the 
ffeiK,  in  every  part,  ire  admirably 
diverfified,  and  the  drapery  is 
equally  well  difpofed,  with  rich  co¬ 
louring  f  to  freak  of  its  acceifory 
parts — the  fine  fky,  the  light 
clouds,  the  various  hues  of  ver¬ 
dure,  the  Uiades  of  trees,  the 
ground  fire  Wed  with  plants,  all' 
together  is  fpirited,  while  it  is  in 
the  jufteft  line  of  beauty. 

Another  pi&ure  about  the  fame 

fize, 
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>ize,  reprefenting  a  feftival  of 
fportive  cupids,  gathering  apples 
on  the  trees,  is  of  the  greateft 
beauty,  in  a  perfect  ftyle,  and 
feems  to  have  been  done  at  the 
fame  time  as  the  other.  The 
great  variety  of  little  cupids  is  lur- 
priling,  as  well  as  the  diverfity  of 
their  hair,  in  ringlets  and  curls ; 
above  all,  the  admirable  degrada- 
tion  of  tints,  high  fimfhing,  and 
the  fweetnefs  of  the  back  grounds, 
in  proportion  as  the  objects  are 
more  or  lefs  diftant. 

Thefe  two  pictures  were  in  the 
Lodovifi  palace  at  Rome,  and  were 
preiented  to  the  K  ng  of  Spain. 
They  ferved,  according  to  Sand- 
rart,  for  a  ftudy  to  Domenchino, 
Pouflin,  and  II  Fiamingo,  to  re- 
prefent  beautiful  children.  Air 
bani  has  alfo  introduced  a  group 
of  thefe  children  dancing,  in  one 
of  his  pictures;  there  are  two  co¬ 
pies  of  tnefe  picture*,  by  Rubens, 
in  the  palace,  but  they  are  only 
to  be  confidered,  as  a  book  Iran- 
Hated  into  Flemifh,  which  pre- 
ferves  the  thoughts,  but  where  the 
fpirit  and  force  of  the  original  is 
evaporated. 

There  are  many  other  pictures 
of  Titian,  but  all  of  them  in  his 
latter  time,  and  fome  in  his  old 
age,  when  his  fight  failing,  hjs 
pencil  was  not  fo  accurate  ;  though 
he  always  prefer ved  the  greateft 
juftnefs  of  tints.  Notwithftand- 
ing,  the  number  of  thefe  pictures 
io  negligently  fmifhed  has  been 
prejudicial  to  the  art ;  a<5  many 
icholars  have  imitated  that  man¬ 
ner,  without  reflecting,  that  Ti¬ 
tian  had/  in  rib  time,  been  very 
correct,  and  made  accuracy  ar.d 
the  rule  of  the  art  his  principal 
ft-udv,  while  lie  attained  to  a 
great  fiiperiority  in  point  of  co¬ 


louring,  in  which  he  exceeded  all 
others. 

We  have  few  pictures  to  fpeak 
of  by  Correggio  j  but  as  every 
piece  of  this  accompli fhed  matter 
of  the  art  includes  the  moft  en¬ 
chanting  part  of  it,  though  we 
poifefs  but  two  of  them,  they  may 
ferve  to  give  a  perfeCt  notion  of 
his  powers.  The  Madonna  dref- 
fmg  the  child,  and  St.  Jofcph  at 
a  diftanee,  feems  rather  a  rough 
draft,  from  the  (triking  altera¬ 
tions,  perceptible  in  the  pofition 
of  the  child  and  the  Madonna.  It 
b  furprifbg  to  behold  the  wonder¬ 
ful  efte.Ct  oi  a  figure  lels  than  two 
palms,  feen  at  a  difb a nee,  appear¬ 
ing  confiderable,  and  to  fwell  on 
the  eye ;  but  this  does  not  arife 
from  th.e  harmony  of  the  clair  ob- 
feure ,  fo  much  as  the  impercepti¬ 
ble  middle-tints,  which  counteract 
the  light  with  the  fhadow,  and 
the  mafterly  management  of  each, 

J  CJ  ' 

by  which  he  fo  j u ft  1  y  exprelfed  the 
relief  and  roundnefs,  almoft  to 
make  one  forget,  that  the  fuper- 
fice  was  a  plane. 

If  Titian  was  happy  in  his  tints, 
and  the  local  colour  of  his  objects, 
Correggio,  on  the  other  hand, 
though  lefs  perfect  in  this  refpeCt, 
exceeded  him  gieatly  in  the  fine 
relief  which  he  gave  to  his  figures, 
and  to  every  part  of  the  body, 
as  well  as  his  artful  difpofition 
of  aerial  perfpeCtive,  not  only  by 
the  gradations  of  clair  obfeure . 
with  refpeCt  to  intermediate  dis¬ 
tances.  but  alfo  by  a  peculiar  con¬ 
ception  of  the  true  nature  oi  the 
atmofphere,  which  being  more  or. 
lefs  diaphanous,  receives  the  ravs 
of  light,  and  penetrating  into  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies,  communicates  it  in 
thofe  part*:  where  the  principal  ray 
of  light  does  not  reach,  and  thus 

Nr  forms 
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forms  a  kind  of  ambient,  which 
makes  us  perceive  objects,  even  in 
fome  degree  of  darknefs,  and  en¬ 
ables  us  to  diftinguifh  their  dis¬ 
tances  from  each  other.  This  was 
perfectly  underftood  by  the  Greek 
artifts,  as  may  be  obferved  by  the 
paintings  dug  out  of  Hercula¬ 
neum,  even  the  moil:  common 
ones,  infomuch,  that  it  appears  to 
have  been  a  fyftem  of  their  fchool. 
Amongft  the  moderns  the  moil  ac- 
compliflied  in  this  line,  were 
Correggio,  Vulefquez,  and  Rem¬ 
brandt. 

To  return  to  our  picture,  the 
child  is  mod  perfect,  not  only  by 
the  difpodtion  of  clair  obfcure ,  but 
alfo  in  colouring,  defign,  and 
gracefulnefs.  Correggio  perfectly 
underftood  the  juftnefs  of  out¬ 
lines  in  his  fketches,  and  to  give 
the  colours  a  true  proportion, 
with  that  of  the  body,  a  mod  diffi¬ 
cult  talk,  and  only  underdood,  in 
an  equal  degree,  by  Michael  An¬ 
gelo  and  Raphael.  The  Greeks 
considered  this  part  of  painting  as 
the  mod  difficult,  as  may  be  feen 
in  Pliny,  book  xxxv.  chap,  x, 

“  To  delineate  the  body,  and 
u  giye  force  to  the  central  parts, 
s<  is  certainly  an  arduous  talk,  but 
64  in  which  many  artids  have  ac- 
quired  great  fame.  To  exhi- 
44  bit  the  extremities,  and  preferve 
the  outline  judicioufly,  is  what 
64  few  have  fucceeded  in  ;  even 
“  the  contour  lhould  be  fupport- 
s<  ed,  fo  as  to  give  an  idea  of 
4t  what  was  beyond  it,  and  fbem- 
44  ingly  to  fhew  what  it  hides 
ii  frqm  our  light  *5’ 


The  other  picture,  reprefenting 
our  Saviour  at  prayer  in  the  gar¬ 
den,  is  alfo  final],  but  accurate 
and  well  finished.  At  fird  light, 
we  only  perceive  Chrid  and  the 
angel  in  a  full  light,  all  the  red 
being  obfcured  by  the  darknefs  of 
night ;  but  when  we  examine  it 
more  clofely,  the  gradations  are 
happily  exhibited  according  to  the 
eftett  of  nature  when,  in  a  faint 
light,  where  we  juft  perceive  ob¬ 
jects  near  us,  and  cannot  diftin- 
guifh  the  more  diftant  ones.  Thofe 
that  went  to  feize  our  faviour  are 
not  perceived,  nor  are  there  any 
fine  touches  of  the  pencil  till  that 
part  where  the  apoftles  are,  then 
the  eyes  begin  to  distinguish  the 
leaves  and  branches  $  even  the 
plants  under  foot,  as  well  as  the 
crown  of  thorns,  and  the  crofs  on 
the  ground,  become  confpicuous 
in  proportion  as  they  are  nearer  to 
the  light,  or  the  eye.  The  re- 
fplendency  on  the  countenance  of 
our  Saviour,  gives  fpirit  to  the 
whole,  but  it  comes  from  the  Iky, 
and  reverberates  on  the  angel. 

This  idea,  which  is  noble,  and 
with  propriety  is  rnoft  happily  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  the  great  mafter,  who 
alone  was  able  to  do  it  juftice. 
At  prefent,  thefe  pictures  are  in 
the  prlncefs’s  clolet,  with  thofe 
mentioned  before  by  Titian. 
There  are  in  the  fame  place,  fome 
by  Leonardo  da  Vinci ;  one  of 
them  in  his  bed  manner ,  repre¬ 
fenting  two  children  playing  with 
a  lamb;  this  latter  none  of  the 
bed  performed ;  another  with  a 
head  of  St.  John,  when  young.  In 
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thefe  pictures  we  find  the  great 
judgment  of  the  artift  refpefting 
light  and  fliade,  and  its  grada¬ 
tions  from  its  fulled  fplendor,  till 
darknefs,  accompanied  with  pecu¬ 
liar  eafy  and  pleating  attitudes, 
which  feera  to  have  paved  the  way 
for  Correggio  to  attain  to  that 
graceful  mannerwhich  diftinguiilics 
his  works. 

Therfe  are  pieces  in  this  clofet 
attributed  to  Raphael.  Of  his  irn- 
vention,  there  is  a  holy  family 
with  figures,  about  half  natural 
fize,  and feem  to  be  of  thole  per¬ 
formances,  which,  with  his  draw¬ 
ings,  formed  his  belt  fcholars. 
There  is  another  picture  of  a  Ma¬ 
donna ,  holding  the  child,  in  the 
fame  ft  vie  of  compolition  as  that 
famous  one  in  the  gallery  of  Flo¬ 
rence,  known  by  the  name  of  Ma¬ 
donna  de  la  Seggiota,  with  this  dif¬ 
ference,  that,  in  this  I  am  fpeak- 
jng  of,  St.  John  is  wanting;  it  is 
fquare,  and  that  of  Florence  is 
oval,  and  the  figures  as  large  as 
nature.  This  picture  in  the  pa¬ 
lace  feems  to  have  been  re-touched 
by  Raphael,  but  more  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  rough  draft  than  a  finifh- 
ed  piece.  The  head  of  the  Ma¬ 
donna,  in  particular,  is  his,  and 
has  equal  merit  with  any  of  his 
works,  being  full  oi  life  and  ipi- 
rit. 

But  how  fhall  I  explain  to  you 
that  beautiful  picture ,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  it  fo  highly  deferves,  known 
in  Sicily,  by°the  name  of  our  lady 
dello  Spafhno^  you  know  that  Ra¬ 
phael  painted  it  for  a  church  in 
Sicily  of  that  name:  the  ffnp,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Vafari,  was  loll,  but 
the  picture  was  recovered  without 
damage,  from  the  wreck.  In  all 
times  it  has  been  highly  valued 
■bv  true  judges  j  and  Aguftin  the 


183 

Venetian  engraved  it,  though 
without  giving  the  lead  glimple 
of  its  beauty.  The  Count  Mal- 
vafia  fpeak-  of  it  with  flight  ;  but 
of  this  author  we  may  judge  irom 
his  own  writings,  which  lliew  lit¬ 
tle  knowledge  in  the  proteilion  - 
and  if  he  relied  on  the  opinions  oi 
fome  painters,  they  were  fuch, 
and  their  diftance  fo  great,  from 
the  divine  Raphael,  that  they 
were  unqualified  to  pronounce  on 
the  merit  of  that  great  man,  or 
much  lefs  to  underfland,  the 
principles  on  which  we  are  to 
prize  the  works  of  this  illuftrious 
art  ill. 

It  appears  beyond  contradhdion, 
that  the  mod  noble  part  of  the 
profeflion,  is  not  that,  which  con- 
fids  in  giving  pleafure  to  the  eye, 
or  affording  a  mere  entertainment 
to  the  ignorant  obferver,  but,  in 
the  more  liberal  effufions  it  caufes 
on  the  min'd,  roiling  the  generous 
paflions,  and  affecting  the  very 
foul :  this  being  admitted,  as  I 
fuppofe  it  will,  we  muff  undoubt¬ 
edly  clafs  Raphael  at  the  head  of 
thofe,  whofe  works  are  preferved 
down  to  the  prefent  time  The 
fertility  of  his  genius,  and  the 
difplay  of  his  ideas,  drew  them- 
felves  on  the  fird  view  ;  thus,  the 
tranquil,  the  tumultuous,  the 
amorous,  the  ferio.us,  or  the  ehear- 
ful,  have  nothing  but  what  are  a- 
dapted  to  the  fentiment  by  which 
our  fenfibility  is  moved  in  the 
fame  feeling  manner,  as  by  the 
eloquence  of  the  orator,  or  the 
numbers  of  the  poet. 

Moreover,  he  has  infinuated,  in 
every  figure,  the  preceding  feene, 
as  well  as  the  immediate  action, 
and  we  feem  to  underdand  what 
is  to  follow.  The  determinate 
action  never  appears  conclufive, 
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but  rather  juft  beginning,  which 
gives  fuch  a  fpirit,  from  this 
happy  manner,  that  every  thing 
feems,  as  it  were,  in  motion.  In 
effe£t,  if  we  examine  the  picture 
of  the  Spafimo,  in  all  its  parts, 
we  are  fenfible,  that  if  Raphael 
was  not  always  great  in  each  of 
his  works,  we  might  reckon  this 
performance  as  an  unique  from  its 
lurpriiing  beauty. 

You  know,  that  the  fubjeft  of 
this  picture  is  taken  from  ferip- 
ture,  when  the  women  wept  on 
feeing  our  Saviour  bearing  the 
crofs  to  Mount  Calvary,  and  he 
laid  to  them,  foretelling  the  de- 
ffruftion  of  Jerufalem,  Daughters 
of  Jerufalem ,  <1 veep  not  for  me,  hut 
nveep  for  your f elves ,  and  for  your 
children!  To  give  more  grace  to 
his  compofition,  Raphael  has  add¬ 
ed  a  diftant  view  of  Mount  Cal¬ 
vary,  winding  to  the  right,  where 
it  is  thought  our  Lord  fell  the  firft 
time,  when  a  ruffian  pulls  him  by 
a  rope,  tied  rou^d  his  waift.  It 
is  to  be  fuppofed*  that  this  pifture 
being  intended  for  the  church 
before  mentioned,  the  friars  who 
were  to  have  it,  were  deiirous, 
that  the  bleffed  virgin  Should  be 
reprefented  ;  or  it  might  have  been 
the  choice  of  the  painter  ;  be  that 
as  it  may,  Raphael  well  knew 
how  to  give  every  figure  its 
litmoft  grace  and  dignity,  and  to 
treat  his  fubject  with  infinite  ma- 
jefty . 

Having  to  reprefent  on  this  oc¬ 
casion,  the  figure  of  a  mother  of 
one  going  to  the  place  of  execu¬ 
tion,  and  treated  impioufly  by  the 
people,  he  chole  the  unhappy  ltate 
of  an  afflicted  mother,  obliged  to 
intercede  with  an  infamous  mob, 
to  have  compaffion  on  the  fufferer. 
Jn  this  diftrefs,  Raphael  has  paint¬ 


ed  our  lady  kneeling,  not  looking 
iowards  her  fon,  to  whom  ihe 
could  give  no  relief,  but  in  the  a£t 
of  the  moft  efficacious  Supplication, 
representing,  that  having  fallen,  he 
is  in  need  of  the  pity  of  him,  who 
is  pulling  him  by  the  rope,  in  or¬ 
der  to  rife.  To  this  humble  pof- 
ture  he  gives  a  relief,  by  placing 
near  her  Mary  Magdalen,  St. 
John,  and  the  other  Marys,  who 
condole  with  her,  and  give  Suc¬ 
cour  to  the  mother  of  their  lord, 
Supporting  her  in  their  arms. 

Thefe  figures  are  highly  expref- 
five  of  the  deepefl  concern  for  the 
Sufferings  of  our  Saviour,  parti¬ 
cularly  Mary  Magdalen,  who 
Seems,  as  it  were,  Speaking  to  Je~ 
fus  Chrift,  while  St,  John  is  giv¬ 
ing  aid  to  our  lady.  Jefus  Chriftj, 
though  fallen,  is  not  dejected,  nor 
faint ;  on  the  contrary,  feems  to 
threaten,  by  what  he  utters,  juft 
as  it  is  expreffed  in  holy  writ,  his 
countenance,  befides  being  in  this 
piece  of  au  excellence  and  beau¬ 
ty  almoft  incomprehensible,  ap¬ 
pears  inflamed  with  a  prophetic 
fpirit,  perfe&ly  adapted  to  the 
Subject,  not  only  as  the  Son  of 
.God,  though  in  Sufferance ;  but 
alfo  Suitable  to  the  genius  of  Ra¬ 
phael,  who  never  painted  any  fea¬ 
ture  indifferently,  when  the  cha¬ 
racter  could  poffibly  be  represent¬ 
ed  with  dignity  . 

The  whole  attion  of  the  figur-e 
is  noble  and  animated;  the  left 
arm,  with  a  fine  hand,  leaning  orx 
a  (tone,  is  quite  extended ;  but 
the  irregular  folds  of  the  fleeve„ 
fliew  the  fuddenefs  of  the  fall,  and 
feem  as  it  were  vet  in  motion,  as 
if  they  had  not  recovered  from  the 
preffure  enfuing  frem  the  weight. 
With  the  right  hand  Jefus  Chriffi 
holds  the  crofs  faff,  as  if  unwilling 
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to  yield,  it  to  the  figure  that  feems 
aiming  to  eafe  him  of  it ;  a  thought 
mod  worthy  of  the  great  Raphael, 
who,  in  an  action,  which  to  m*my 
would  appear  indifferent,  recol¬ 
lected  that,  Jefus  Chrift  fuffered 
for  our  fins,  becaufe  he  chole  to 
do  fo. 

The  variety  is  no  lefs  admirable, 
which  he  has  diffufed  in  the  coun¬ 
tenances  of  the  executioners,  exhi¬ 
biting  even  in  thefe,  the  different 
llages  of  wickednefs.  That  figure 
with  his  (boulders  towards  us,  pul¬ 


ling  Jefus  Chrift  by  the  rope,  fhews 
his  only  paflion  to  be,  a  brutal  de¬ 
fire  of  hurrying  on,  to  the  place  of 
execution ;  the  other,  who  lays 
hold  pf  the  crofs,  feems  touched 
with  fome  degree  of  compaflion, 
and  willing  to  relieve  the  fufferer  ; 
near  him  a  foldier,  placing  the 
crofs  with  his  hand  on  the  ffioul- 
ders  of  out  lord,  and  lifting  his 
lance  with  a  threatening  gefture, 
expreffes  the  utmoft  inveteracy, 
and  defire  to  opprefs  the  lord  ftiil 
more  after  his  fall. 
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ODE  fir  the  New  Year,  January  i,  1782.  Written  by  W.  Whitehead, 

Efq.  Poet  Laureate 

OWond’rous  power  of  inborn  worth. 

When  danger  calls  its  fpirit  forth, 

And  ftrong  neceility  compels 

The  fecret  fprings  to  burft  their  narrow  cells ! 

Tho’  foes  unnumber’d  gird  her  round, 

Though  not  one  friend  is  faithful  found, 

Tho’  impious  fcorn  derides ; 

Yet  {till  unmov’d  amidtt  the  band. 

Like  her  own  rocks,  does  Britain  {land. 

And  braves  th’  infulting  tides  ! 

A  world  in  arms  aftaults  her  reitfn, 

A  world  in  arms  affaults  in  vain  ! 

’Tis  Britain  calls :  ye  nations  hear ! 

Unbrace  the  corfelet,  drop  the  fpear. 

No  more  th’  infidious  toil  purfue, 

Nor  ftrive  to  weaken  what  you  can’t  fubdue  , 

”Tis  Britain  calls :  “  with  fatal  fpeed 
You  urge,  by  headlong  fury  led. 

Your  own  impending  fate  : 

Too  late  you’ll  weep,  too  late  you'll  find 
’Twas  for  the  glory  of  mankind. 

That  Britain  ibould  be  great  f 
3n  Britain’s  voice ’tis  Freedom  calls. 

For  Freedom  dies  if  Britain  falls  1 

SShe  cannot  fall the  fame  Almighty  hand. 

That  rais’d  her  white  rocks  from  the  main, 

Does  (till  her  arduous  caufe  maintain, 

Still  grafps  the  fhield  that  guards  her  favour’d  land ; 

Obedient  to  his  word. 

Not  to  deftroy,  but  to  reclaim, 

Th’  avenging  angel  waves  the  flaming  fword  : 

Revere  his  awful  name  ! 

Repentant  in  the  duft, 

Confefs  his  judgments  juft  • 

Th’  avenging  fword  {ball  ceafe  to  wave, 

And 5  whom  his  mercy  1  pares  his  power  {ball  fave ! 
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ODE  for  the  King's  Birth-Day,  June  4,  1782.  Written  hj 
W.  Whitehead,  Efq.  Poet  Laureat. 

STILL  does  reluctant  Peace  refufe. 

Though  courted  by  each  generous  mind. 

To  Hied  her  Panacean  dews, 

And  heal  the  madnefs  of  mankind ! 

Muft  this  aufpicious  day  again 

Be  clouded  with  one  anxious  care. 

And  powers  malignant  render  vain 
The  monarch’s  fondeft  wilh,  the  people’s  general  prayer  I 

O  no  !  in  yonder  pregnant  Iky, 

Whence  all  our  hopes  and  bleffings  fpring. 

New  burfting  fcenes  of  glory  lie, 

And  future  joys  are  on  the  wing  ; 

The  lingering  morn,  that  coyly  fheds 
On  broken  clouds  and  mountain-heads 
At  firft  a  glimmering  ray. 

Now  brighter,  and  now  brighter  glows. 

Wide,  and  more  wide  the  luftre  flows. 

Till  all  is  future  day  ; 

And  Earth,  rejoicing  in  ethereal  light. 

Forgets  the  dreary  damps,  and  live-long  fliades  of  night. 

Satiate  of  war,  whofe  mad  excefs 

No  bound,  no  kind  reftri&ion  knows. 

But  marks  its  progrefs  with  diftrefs, 

The  willing  world  fhall  feek  repofe  ; 

And  Belgia,  waking  from  her  dreams 
Of  Gallic  frauds,  illuiive  fchemes, 

Shall  add  new  ftrength  to  Concord’s  chain. 

And  know  her  ancient  friends  again, 

While  thofe,  whom  nearer  ties  unite. 

Whom  all  the  charities  combine. 

Shall  backward  turn  their  trembling  fight. 

And  deprecate  the  wrath  divine  : 

’Midft  bleeding  heaps  of  brother^  (lain, 

\Midft  defolation’s  horrid  reign. 

And  all  its  complicated  woes, 

With  wild  affright  in  every  face, 

Shall  ftrain  more  clofe  the  ftritt  embrace. 

And  wonder  they  could  e’er  be  foes. 

**  \ 

O  pleafing  hope  !  O  bleft  prefage 
Of  joys  to  laft  from  age  to  age  ! 

^or  what  Heaven’s  felf  commands,  muft:  Heav’n  approve, 

Bxturning  amity,  and  mutual  love  ! 
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And  hark !  on  yonder  Weftern  Main, 

Imperious  France  is  taught  to  know. 

That  Britain  re-affumes  her  reign. 

Her  thunders  only  dept  to  (trike  the  deeper  blow. 

Ye  nations,  hear !  the  Gallic  ftar. 

Shorn  of  its  beams,  th’  horizon  leaves ; 

That  fatal  firebrand  of  the  war 
No  longer  dazzles  and  deceives. 

Record  it  in  the  faireft  light 

Of  faithful  hiftory’s  future  page, 

“  They  only  triumph’d  whilft  they  fhunn’d  the  fight, 
“  We,  when  we  forc’d  them  to  engage.” 


Addrejs  to  Poetry  :  An  Extra  ft  from  An  EJ) ’ay  cn  Epic  Poetry 

by  William  Hayiey,  Efq. 

H  O  U  firft  and  faireft  of  the  focial  arts ! 


A  Sovereign  of  liberal  fouls,  and  feeling  hearts. 
If,  in  devotion  to  thy  heavenly  charms, 

I  clafp’d  thy  altar  with  my  infant  arms, 

For  thee  neglected  the  wide  field  of  wealth. 

The  toils  of  int’reft,  and  the  fports  of  health. 
Enchanting  Poefy  !  that  zeal  repay 
With  powers  to  fing  thy  univerfal  fway  ! 

To  trace  thy  progrefs  from  thy  diftant  birth. 
Heaven’s  pure  delcendant !  dear  delight  of  earth  ! 
Charm  of  all  regions  !  to  no  age  confin’d  ? 

T  he  prime  ennobler  of  th’  afpiring  mind  ! 

Nor  will  thy  dignity,  fweet  power !  difdain 
What  fiction  utters  in  her  idle  ftrain, 

Thy  fportive  friend  !  who,  mocking  folemn  truth. 
Tells  her  fond  tales  of  thy  untutor’d  youth. 

As  wrong’d  Latona  (fo  her  tale  begins) 

To  Delphos  travell’d  with  her  youthful  twins  • 

T  he  envenom  d  Python,  with  terrific  fway, 

Crofs’d  the  fair  Goddefs  in  her  defiin’d  way  : 

The  heavenly  parent,  in  the  wild  alarm, 

Her  little  Dian  in  her  anxious  arm. 

High  on  a  done,  which  (lie  in  terror  trod. 

Cried  to  her  filial  guard,  the  Archer  God, 

Bidding  with  force,  that  fpoke  the  mother’s  heart 
Her  young  Apollo  launch  his  ready  dart ; 

In  meafur’d  founds  her  rapid  mandate  flow’d, 

■Tfyc  firft  foundation  of  the  future  ode  l 
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Thus,  at  their  banquets,  fabling  Greeks  rehearic* 

The  fancied  origin  of  facred  verfe: 

And  though  cold  reafon  may  with  fcorn  afiail, 

Or  turn  contemptuous  from  their  fimplo  tale. 

Yet,  Poefy  !  thy  filter  art  may  (loop 
From  this  weak  fketch  to  paint  th’impaffion’d  group. 

Though  tafte  refin'd  to  modern  verfe  deny 
The  hacknied  pageants  of  the  Pagan  iky* 

Their  finking  radiance  ftil  1  the  canvafs  warms. 

Painting  (till  glories  in  their  graceful  forms  ; 

Nor  canfi  thou  envy,  if  the  world  agree 
To  grant  thy  fitter  claims  denied  to  thee  ; 

For  thee,  the  happier  art !  the  elder-born  ! 

Superior  rights  and  dearer  charms  adorn  : 

Confin’d  file  batches,  with  obfervance  keen, 

Pier  fingle  moment  of  the  changeful  fcene  ; 

But  thou,  endu’d  with  energy  fublimc, 

Unqueftion’d  arbiter  of  fpace  and  time  f 
Canft  join  the  diftant,  the  unknown  create. 

And,  while  existence  yields  thee  all  her  itate. 

On  the  aftonifh’d  mind  profufely  pour 
Myriads  of  forms,  that  fancy  mult  adore. 

Yet  of  thy  boundlefs  power  the  deareft  part 
Is  firm  pofieftion  of  the  feeling  heart : 

No  progeny  of  chance,  by  labour  taught. 

No  fiow-form’d  creature  of  fcholaftic  thought. 

The  child  of  pafiion  thou  !  thy  lyre  fhe  ftrung, 

To  her  parental  notes  fhe  tun’d  thy  tongue  ; 

Gave  thee  her  boldeft  fwell,  her  fofteft  tone. 

And  made  the  compafs  of  her  voice  thy  own. 

To  admiration,  fource  of  joy  refin’d  ! 

Chafie,  lovely  mover  of  the  fimple  mind  ! 

To  her,  though  fceptics,  in  their  pride,  declaim. 

With  many  an  infult,  on  her  injur’d  name  ; 

To  her,  fweet  Poefy  1  we  owe  thy  birth. 

Thou  firfi  encomiajfi  of  the  fruitful  earth  ! 

By  her  infpir’d,  the  earlieft  mortal  found 
f  he  ear-delighting  charm  of  meafur’d  found  * 

Vie  hail’d  the  maker  of  a  world  fo  fair, 

And  the  firft:  accent  of  his  fong  was  pray’r. 

O,  mod  attractive  of  thefe  airy  pov/ers, 

Who  molt  illuminate  man’s  chequer’d  hours! 

*  fhus,  at  their  banquets,  fabling  Greeks  rehearfe 
"The  fancied  origin  offacred  Verfe .]  For  this  fable,  fuch  as  it  t *=,  I  am  indebted  fo 
a  pailage  in  Athepxiu,  which  the  curious  reader  may  find  in  the  dole  of  that  fanciful 
and  entertaining  compiler,  page  yei  of  Cafauboo’s  edition. 
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Is  there  an  art,  in  all  the  group  divine, 

Whofe  clawn  of  being  mull  not  yield  to  thine? 

Religion’s  felf,  whofe  provident  controul 
Takes  from  fierce  man  his  anarchy  of  foul. 

She  o’er  thy  youth  with  fond  affection  hung, 

And  borrow’d  mufc  from  thy  infant  tongue. 

Law,  iterner  LaW,  whofe  potent  voice  impred 
Severed;  terror  on  the  human  bread;. 

With  thy  fredi  flowers  her  awful  figure  crown’d. 

And  fpoke  her  mandate  in  thy  fofter  found. 

E’en  cold  Philofophy,  whom  later  days 
Saw  thy  mean  rival,  envious  of  thy  praife ; 

Who  clos’d  againft  thee  her  ungrateful  arms. 

And  urg’d  her  Plato  to  defame  thy  charms ; 

She  from  thy  childhood  gain’d  no  fruitlefs  aid. 

From  thee  die  learnt  her  talent  to  perfuade. 

Gay  nature  view’d  thee  with  a  fmiling  glance. 

The  graces  round  thee  fram’d  the  frolic  dance  : 

And  well  might  fedive  joy  thy  favour  court ; 

Thy  fong  turn’d  drife  to  peace,  and  toil  to  fport, 

Exhauded  Vigour  at  thy  voice  reviv’d, 

And  Mirth  from  thee  her  dearefl  charm  deriv’d. 

Triumphant  Love,  in  thy  alliance  bled, 

Enlarg’d  his  empire  o’er  the  gentle  bread  ; 

His  torch  alfum’d  new  ludre  from  thy  breath. 

And  his  clear  dame  defy’d  the  clouds  of  death. 

But  of  the  fplendid  train,  who  felt  thy  fway. 

Or  drew  exidence  from  thy  vital  ray,  - 
Glory,  with  fonded  zeal,  proclaim’d  thy  might, 

And  hail’d  thee  vidtor  of  oblivious  night, 

Her  martial  trumpet  to  thy  hand  die  gave. 

At  once  to  quicken,  and  reward  the  brave-: 

It  founds — his  blood  the  kindling  hero  pays, 

A  cheap  and  readv  price  for  thy  eternal  praife ! 

Vho’  felfifh  Fear  th’  immortal  drain  deride, 

And  mock  the  warrior’s  widi  as  frantic  pride ! 

Sketches  of  the  mofl  diftinguijherf  Epic  Poets  of  England  •  taken  from 

the  fame  Poem. 

NO  W,  graver  Britain,  amiably  fevere. 

To  thee,  with  native  zeal,  to  thee  I  deer  ; 

My  vent’rous  bark,  its  foreign  circuit  o’er, 

Exulting  fprings  to  thy  parental  fhore. 

J  hou  gorgeous  queen,  who  on  thy  filvery  coad^ 

Sitted  encircled  by  a  filial  hod, 

x  And. 
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And  feeft  thy  fons,  the  jewels  of  thy  crown, 

Blaze  with  each  varying  ray  of  rich  renown  ; 

If  with  juft  love  I  hold  their  genius  dear. 

Lament  their  hardftiips,  and  their  fame  revere, 

O  bid  thy  Epic  Mufe,  with  honour  due, 

Range  her  departed  champions  in  my  view  f 
See,  on  a  party-coloured  fteed  of  fire. 

With  Humour  at  his  fide,  his  trufty  fiquire. 

Gay  Chaucer  leads — in  form  a  knight  of  old. 

And  his  ftrong  armour  is  of  fteel  and  gold  ; 

But  o’er  it  age  a  cruel  ruft  has  lpread, 

And  made  the  brilliant  metals  dark  as  lead. 

Now  gentle  Spenser,  Fancy’s  fav’rite  bardj, 

Awakes  my  wonder  and  my  fond  regard  ; 

Encircling  faries  bear,  in  fportive  dance. 

His  adamantine  fhield  and  magic  lance  ; 

While  Allegory,  dreft  with  myftic  art, 

Appears  his  guide  ;  but,  promiftng  to  dart 
A  lambent  glory  round  her  lift’ning  fon. 

She  hides  him  in  the  web  herfelf  has  fpun. 

Ingenuous  Cowley,  the  fond  dupe  of  wit. 

Seems  like  a  va*pour  o’er  the  field  to  flit ; 

In  David’s  praife  he  ftrikes  fome  epic  notes. 

But  foon  down  Lethe’s  ftream  their  dying  murmur  floats. 

While  Cowley  vanilh’d  in  an  amorous  riddle. 

Up  rofe  the  frolic  Bard  of  Bear  and  Fiddle  : 

His  fmiles  exhilarate  the  fullen  earth, 

Adorning  fatire  in  the  mafk  of  mirth  : 

Taught  by  his  fong,  fanatics  ceafe  their  jars, 

And  wife  aftrologers  renounce  the  ftars. 

Unrivall’d  Butler  !  bleft  with  happy  fkill 
To  heal  by  comic  verfe  each  ferious  ill, 

By  wit’s  ftrong  flafhes  reafon’s  light  difpenfc. 

And  laugh  a  frantic  nation  into  fenfe : 

Apart,  and  on  a  facred  hill  retir’d, 

Beyond  all  mortal  infpiration  fir’d, 

The  mighty  Milton  fits— an  hoft  around 
Of  lift’ning  angels  guard  the  holy  ground  ^ 

Amaz’d  thev  fee  a  human  form  afpire 
To  grafp  with  daring  hand  a  fe rapids  lyre, 

Inly  irradiate  with  celeftial  beams. 

Attempt  thofe  high,  thofe  foul-fubduing  themes, 

(Which  humbler  denizens  of  heaven  decline) 

And  celebrate,  with  fanftity  divine. 

The  ftarry  field  from  warring  angels  won. 

And  God  triumphant  in  his  Victor  Son. 

Nor  lefs  the  wonder,  and  the  fweet  delight. 

His  milder  feenes  and  fofter  notes  excite. 
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When  at  his  bidding  Eden’s  blooming  grove 
Breathes  the  rich  fweets  of  innocence  and  love. 

With  fuch  pure  joy  as  our  forefather  knew 
When  Raphael,  heavenly  gueft,  firft  met  his  view. 

And  our  glad  fire,  within  his  blifsfui  bower. 

Drank  the  pure  co'nverfe  of  th’  astherial  power, 

Round  the  bled  bard  his  raptur’d  alrdience  throng* 

And  feel  their  fouls  imparadis’d  iiV  fong. 

Of  humbler  mien,  but  not  of  mortal  faces 
Ill  fated  Dryden,  with  imperial  grace, 

Gives  to  th’  obedient  lyre  his  rapid  laws  ; 

Tones  yet  unheard,  with  touch  divine,  he  draws* 

The  melting  fall,  the  riling  fy/elf  fublime. 

And  all  the  magic  of  melodious  rhyme. 

See  with  proud  joy  imagination  fpread 
A  wreath  of  honour  round  his  aged  head  1 
But  two  bafe  fpeflres,  tho*  of  different:  hue. 

The  bard  unhappy  in  his  march  purfue  ; 

Two  vile  difgraceful  fiends,  of  race  accurft,' 

Conceiv’d  by  Spleen,  by  meagre  Famine  nurd, 

Malignant  Satire,  mercenary  praife. 

Shed  their  dark  fpots  on  his  immortal  bays. 

Poor  Da'venant  march’d  before,  with  nobler  amv 
H  is  keen  eye  fixt  upon  the  palm  of  fame 
But  cruel  fortune  doom’d  him  to  rehearfe 
A  theme  ill-chofen,'  in  ill-chofen  verfe. 

Next  came  Sir  Richard,  but  in  Woeful  plight, 

Dryden’s  led-horfe  firft  threw  the  hicklefs  knight.^ 

He  rode  advent’rous  ftill — O  who  may  count 
How  oft  he  tried  a  different  fteed  to  mount ! 

Each  angry  fteed  his  awkward  rider  flung  ; 

Undaunted  ftill  he  fell,  and  falling  fung. 

But  ^Efculapius,  who,  with  grief  diftreft. 

Beheld  his  offspring  made  a  public  jeft, 

Soon  bade  a  livelier  fon  with  mirth  efface 
The  ftvame  he  fuffer’d  from  Sir  Richard’s  cafe. 

Swift,  at  the  word  his  fprighlly  Garth  began 
To  make  an  *  helmet  of  a  clofe-ftool  pan  ; 

An  urinal  he  for  his  trtimpct  takes. 

And  at  each  btaft  he  blows  fee  Laughter  fhakes. 

Yet  peace — new  mufic  floats  on  other’s  wings  » 

Say,  is  it  harmony  herfelf  who  lings  ? 

No,  while  enraptured  fylphs  the  fong  infpire, 

*Tis  Pore  who  fweetly  wakes  the  lilver  lyre 
To  melting  notes,  more  muftcally  clear 
Than  Ariel  whifper’d  in  Belinda’s  ear. 

*  And  his,  high  helmet  was  2  clofe-flool  pan*  Dispen?.  Art. 
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!  oo  loon  he  quits  them  for  a  fharper  tone  ; 
Sic*  him,  tho  form’d  to  fill  the  epic  throne, 
Decline  the  iceptre  of  that  wide  domain, 

I  o  bear  a  Litdor  s  rod  in  Satire’s  train; 
.And,  fhrouded  in  a  1111ft  of  moral  fpleen, 
Behold  him  clofe  the  vifionary  fcene  l 
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daX  thy  treacherous  hand,  forbare  to  trace 
Tb°fe  faultlels  forms  of  elegance  and  grace! 

w’uC^ft'**t0  fPread  the  bright  tranfparent  mafs, 

'  itian’s  pencil,  o’er  the  fpeaking  glafs  ! 
i  or  fteal,.  by  ftrokesof  art  with  truth  combin’d, 
i  he  fond  illufions  of  my  wayward  mind ! 

Tor  long,  enamour’d  of  a  barbarous  age, 

A  taithlefs  truant  to  the  claffic  page; 

Long  have  I  lov’d  to  catch  the  Ample  chime 
Vt  min  ft  r  el  harps,  and  fpell  the  fabling  rime  j 
1  o  view  the  feftive  rites,  the  knightly  play. 

That  deck  d  heroic  Albion’s  elder  day  ; 

To  mark  the  mouldering  halls  of  barons  bold. 

w-duthe  r°”sh  caftle>  ca{l  in  §iant- mould; 

With  Gothic  manners  Gothic  arts  explore, 

And  mule  on  the  magnificence  of  yore. 

But  chief,  enraptur’d  have  I  lov’d  to  roam, 

A  lingering  votary,  the  vaulted  dome, 

'ri=  -re  t^ie  ta^  mount  in  mafty  pride, 

1  heir  mingling  branches  ilioot  from  fide  to  fide  j 

iere  Hftn  fculptors,  with  fantaftic  clew, 
er  the  long  roof  their  wild  embroidery  drew; 
Where  Superftition,  with  capricious  hand, 

In  many  a  maze  the  wreathed  window  plann’d, 
ith  nues  romantic  ting’d  the  gorgeous  pane. 

To  LI  with  holy  light  the  wonderous  fane  ; 

1  o  aid  the  builder’s  model,  richly  rude. 

By  no  Vitruvian  fymmetry  lubdued ; 

To  fuit  the  genius  of  the  myftic  pile  : 

Vvhllft  as  around  the  far- retiring*  ifle. 

And  tret.ed  flirines  with  hoary  trophies  hung. 

Her  dark  illumination  wide  fhe  flung, 

With  new  foiemnity,  the  nooks  profound, 

JThe  caves  of  death,  and  the  dim  arches  frown’d. 
h  rpm  bins  long  felt  unwillingly  we  part ; 

Ah,  fpare  the  weaknefs  of  a  lovers  heart  * 
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Chafe  riot  the  phantoms  of  my  fairy  dream, 
Thantems  that  ih rink  at  Reafon’s  painful  gleam  !' 
That  fofter  touch,  inftdious  artift,  day, 

Nor  to  new  joys  my  ftruggling  bread  betray  ! 

Such  was  a  penfive  bard’s  mift&ken  drain. — 
But,  oh,  of  ravifli’d  pleafures  why  complain  ? 
No  more  the  matchlels  fkill  I  call  Unkind 
That  drives  to  difenthant  my  cheated  mind, 
for  when  again  I  view  thy  chafte  defign, 

’The  jud  proportion,  and  the  genuine  line  ; 
Thofe  native  pourtraitures  of  attic  art. 

That  from  the  lucid  furface  feems  to  dart  5 
Thofe  tints,  that  ftedl  no  glories  from  the  day5 
Nor  a  Ik  the  fun  to  lend  his  dreaming  ray  ; 

The  doubtful  radiance  of  contending  dies,, 

That  faintly  mingle,  yet  didin&ly  rife  ; 

?Twixt  light  and  ihade  the  trandtory  drife  % 

The  feature  blooming  with  immortal  life  : 

The  dole  in  cafual  foldings  taught  to  flow. 

Not  with  ambitious  ornaments  to  glow  • 

The  tread  maieftic,  and  the  beaming  eye  . 

That  lifted  fpeaks  its  commerce  with  the  fky  : 
Sudden,  the  fombrous  imagery  is  fled, 

Which  late  my  viiionary  rupture  fed  : 

Thy  powerful  hand  has  broke  the  gothic  chain^ 
And  brought  my  bofom  back  to  truth  again  : 

To  truth,  by  no  peculiar  tade  confin’d, 

Whofe  univerfal  pattern  drikes  mankind  5 
M  d  truth,  whofe  bold  and  un redded  aim 
Checks  frail  caprice,  and  fail'd  oil's  tickle  claim  ; 

‘ To  truth,  whofe  charms  deception’s  magic  quell. 
And  bind  coy  Fancy  in  a  d longer  fpell. 

Ye  brawny  prophets,  that  in  robes  fo  rich,, 

At  didance  due,  poifbfs  the  Crisped  nich  ; 

Ye  rows  of  patriarchs,  that  fublimely  rear’d,; 
DifFule  a  proud  primeval  length  of  beard: 

Ye  faints,  who  clad  in  cr.imfon  s  bright  array s 
More  pride  than  humble  Poverty  difplay: 

Ye  virgins  meek,  that  wear  the  palmy  crown 
Of  patient  faith,  and  yet  fo  fiercely  frown  : 

Ye  angels,  that  from  golden  clouds  recline* 

But  bond  fio  fembbnee  to  a  race  divine: 

Ye  tragic  tales  of  legendary  lore, 

I  hat  draw  devotion’s  ready  tear  no  more  : 

Ye  mar  try  do  ms  of  unenlighten’d  days, 

Ye  miracles,  that  now  no  wonder  raife  : 

Shapes,  that  with  one  broad  glare  the  gazer  fink’ 
Tings,  bifhops.  nuns,  apodles*  all  alike! 
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Ye  colours,  that  th*  unwary  fight  amaze, 

And  only  dazzle  in  the  noontide  blaze! 

No  more  the  facred  window’s  round  d  if  grace, 

•But  yield  to  Grecian  groupes  the  fhining  fpace. 

Lo,  from  the  canvas  Beauty  fhifts  her  throne, 
l-o,  Figure’s  powers  a  new  formation  own  ! 

Behold,  ihe  prints  upon  the  cryftal  plain. 

With  her  own  energy,  th’  exprefiive  ftain  ! 

The  mighty  mafter  fpreads  his  mimic  toil 
More  wide,  nor  only  blends  the  breathing  oil  5 
But  calls  the  lineaments  of  life  compleat 
From  genial  alchymy’s  creative  heat  ; 

Obedient  forms  to  the  bright  fufioh  gives, 

While  in  the  warm  enamel  Nature  lives. 

Artift,  ’tis  thine,  from  the  broad  window's  height 
To  add  new  luftre  to  religious  light : 

Not  of  its  pomp  to  {trip  this  antient  fhrine. 

But  bid  that  pomp  with  purer  radiance  iliine : 

With  arts  unknown  before  to  reconcile 
The  willing  graces  to  the  gothic  pile, 

ODE/a  the  Honourable  William  Pitt,  By  William  Mascot,  M,  JL 
Mm  vvV)  qti  o-d'ot'ipa.i 
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MhAs  TfcjTcf  vpvxz.  Pindar.  Ifljim.  Ode  2. 
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oHp  I  S  May’s  meridian  reign  ;  yet  Eurus  cold 
1-  Forbids  each  flirinking  thorn  its  leaves  unfold. 

Or  hang  with  iilver  buds  her  riiral  throne : 

No  primrofe  fhower  Irom  her  green  lap  fhe  throws 
No  daify,  violet,  or  cowslip  blows, 

And  Flora  weeps  her  fragrant  offspring  gone- 
Hoar  fro  ft  arrefb  the  genial  dew  ; 

To  wake,  to  warble,  and  to  woo 

No  Linnet  calls  his  drooping  love : 

Shall  then  the  poet  ftrike  the  lyre, 

When  mute  are  all  the  feather’d  quire, 

■And  Nature  fails  to  warm  the  fyrens  of  the  grove  ? 

II. 

He  fhall :  for  what  the  fallen  Spring  denies 
The  orient  Beam  of  virtuous  youth  fupplies  5 

*  This  expreffion  is  taken  from  Milton's  fong  on  May  Mornings  to  which  this 
?auza  h\  general  alludes,  and  the  4th  verfe  ia  the  next* 
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That  moral  dawn  be  bis  infpiring  flame. 

Beyond  the  dancing  radiance  of  the  eaft 
Thy  g lory,  fon  pi  Chatham  !  fires  his  bread:, 

And,  proud  to  celebrate  thy  vernal  fame, 

Hark,  from  his  lyre  the  ftrain  afcends. 

Which  but  to  Freedom’s  fav’rite  friends 
That  lyre  difdams  to  found. 

Hark  and  approve,  as  did  thy  fire  * 

The  lays  which  once  with  kindred  fire 
His  mufe  in  attic  mood  made  Mona’s  oaks  rebound, 

III. 

Long  filent  fince,  feve  when,  in  Keppel’s  name, 
Detraction,  murd’ring  Britain’s  naval  fame, 

Rous’d  into  founds  of  fcorn  th’  indignant  firing 
But  how,  replenifli’d  with  a  richer  theme, 

The  vafe  of  harmony  fhall  pour  its  dream, 

Fan’d  by  free  Fancy’s  rainbow-tinCtur’d  wing. 

Thy  country  too  fhall  hail  the  fong. 

Her  echoing  heart  the  notes  prolong  ; 

While  they  alone  with  f  envy  figh, 

Whofe  rancour  to  thy  parent  dead 
Aim’d,  ere  his  funeral  rites  were  paid, 

With  vain  vindictive  rage  to  flarve  his  progeny. 

IV. 

From  earth  and  thefe  the  mufe  averts  her  view. 

To  meet  in  yonder  fea  of  ether  blue 

A  beam  to  which  the  blaze  of  noon  is  pale  ; 

In  purpling  circles  now  the  glory  fpreads, 

A  hoft  of  angels  now  unveil  their  heads, 

While  heav’n’s  own  mufic  triumphs  on  the  gale. 

Ah  fee,  two  whiie-rob’d  feraphs  lead 
Thy  father’s  venerable  fliade  ; 

He  bends  from  yonder  cloud  of  gold, 
While  they,  the  miniflers  of  light, 

Bear  from  his  bread:  a  mantle  bright, 

And  with  the  heav’n  wove  robe  thy  youthful  limbs  enfold 

.  ;  v. 

“  Receive  this  myftic  gift,  my  fon  !”  he  cries, 

“  And,  for  io  wills  the  Sov’reign  of  the  fkies, 


*  ‘The  poem  of  CaraOaeus  was  read  in  MS.  by  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham,  who 
honoured  it  with  an  approbation  which  the  author  is  here  proud  to  record. 

T  See  Ode  to  the  Naval  Officers  of  Great  Britain,  written  two- 
%  See  the  motto  from  Pindar, 
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**  With  this  receive,  at  Albion’s  anxious  hour, 

A  double  portion  of  my  patriot  zeal, 

“  Active  to  fpread  the  fire  it  dar’d  to  feel 

“  Thro’  raptur’d  fenates,  and  with  awful  power 
“  From  the  full  fountain  of  the  tongue 
'  “  To  roll  the  rapid  tide  along 

“  Till  a  whole  nation  caught  the  flame. 

“  So  on  thy  fire  fhall  heav’n  bellow 
“  A  blefling  Fully  fail’d  to  know, 
ct  And  redolent  in  thee  diffufe  thv  father's  fame. 

VI. 

“  Nor  thou,  ingenuous  boy  !  that  Fame  defpife 
“  Whish  lives  and  ip  reads  abroad  in  heav’n’s  pure  eyes, 

“  The  lad  bell  energy  of  noble  mind  * ; 

“  Revere  thy  father’s  lliade  ;  like  him  difdain 
u  The  tame,  the  timid,  temporizing  train, 

“  Awake  to  felf,  to  focial  intereil  blind  : 

“  Young  as  thou  art,  Occafion  calls, 

“  Thy  country’s  fcale  or  mounts  or  falls 
As  thou  and  thy  compatriots  drive  ; 

“  Scarce  is  the  fatal  moment  pad 
“  That  trembling  Albion  deem’d  her  lad, 

“  O  knit  the  union  firm,  and  bid  an  empire  live, 

vn. 

<c  Proceed,  and  vindicate  fair  Freedom’s  claim, 

/  y  y 

“  Give  life,  give  ilrength,  give  fubdance  to  her  name; 

“  The  native  rignts  of  man  with  Fraud  conted  ; 

“  Yes,  fnatch  them  from  Corruption’s  baleful  power, 

“  Who  dares,  in  Day’s,  broad  eye,  thofe  rights  devour, 

“  While  prelates  bow,  and  blefs  the.harpy  fead 
“  If  foil’d  at  fird,  refume  thy  courfe, 

“  Rile  drengthen’d  with  Antsean  force, 

“  So  lliali  thy  toil  in  conqued  end, 

“  Let  others  court  the  tinfel  things 
“  That  hang  upon  the  fmile  of  kings, 
w  Be  thine  the  mule’s  wreath;  be  thou  the  people’s  friend” 

PROLOGUE  fpoken  at  the  opening  of  tbs  Lyceum  at  Madrafs,  1782, 

r'P*0  Grecia’s  fons  while  Freedom  fpread  her  charms, 

And  rouz’d  each  lingering  votary  to  arms, 

'Lhe  hod  of  Alia  o’er  the  Euxine  drait, 

Broke  like  a  flood,  and  pour’d  refitllels  fate. 

No  force  could  check  it,  and  no  bar  withlland  ; 

Down  funk  Thermopylae’s  devoted  band — 

*  In  illufion  to  a  ^.ne  and  well-known  paflage  in  Milton’s  Lycidaia 
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The  lack  of  Athens  fpoke  the  Grecian  doom* 

And  art  and  fcienee  fear’d  a  common  tomb. 

Heaven  interpos’d.  Soon  'blew  the  tempeft  o’er2 
And  left  the  wreck  of  Gjandeur  on  the  fhore. 

At  Freedom’s  call  returns  the  power  of  tafte. 

Refumes  her  labours,  and  repairs  the  wafte  ; 

On  Pindus’  top  defcend  th’  awarding  nine. 

And  chaplet’s  frefh  for  favour’d  heroes  twine  $ 

Its  umbrage  brown  Lyceum’s  ftiade  regains, 

And  breathes  the  majefty  of  attic  drains  ; 

His  juft  reward  there  meets  the  confcious  brave? 

On  land  who  triumph’d,  or  who  rul’d  the  wave 
Thence  takes  the  palm  at  Salamis  he  won, 

Or  lives,  immortal  lives!  by  Marathon. 

How  like  the  picture  to  the  preient  time ! 

The  age  tho’  diftant,  tho’  oppos’d  the  clime, 

With  barbarous  rage  fell  Hyder  leads  his  band?, 

And  empties  kingdoms  on  our  groaning  lands. 

His  ftrength  to  wither,  Britain’s  ftandards  fly  $ 

Her  navy  triumphs  o’er  his  *  Greek  ally  ; 

And  Hughes  and  Coote  have  fnatch’d  a  fplendid  praife, 
But  known  to  Spartan  and  Athenian  days. 

O!  give  it  root,  kind  heaven!  wide  let  it  fpread? 
3Tiil  ruin  crufti  this  modern  Xerxes’ head. 

Amid  this  ftrife  on  what  ftiall  Wit  rely  ? 

Where  Tafte  refort,  or  Sentiment  apply  ? 

No  ftage  is  left  to  feed  the  poet’s  flame, 

From  Fancy’s  mines  to  fpring  the  actor’s  fame  5 
The  mufes5  hills  the  ruthlefs  awe  invades, 

And  leaves  no  mafic  where  it  leaves  no  fhades ; 

No  lips  the  fount  of  Aganippe  tafte, 

Save  thofe,  inhuman,  that  frequent  the  wafte  t 
In  groves  and  vallies,  pregnant  once  with  fong, 

Silence  prefides,  or  owls  difcordant  throng. 

War,  gothic  war  1  the  glimmering  light  denies., 

That  learning  fcatter’d  through  our  orient  (kies. 

Should  then  feme  bolder  minds  their  view  proclaim. 
To  blow  the  dying  embers  into  flame  ; 

With  wit’s  remains  to  make  one  glorious  ftand, 

And  from  unletter’d  darknefs  fhield  the  land  ; 

In  this  retreat  a  new  Lyceum  found, 

And  court  each  mufe  to  tread  the  fabled  ground  s 
Tho’  vain  the  vifion,  tho’  remote  the  end, 

The  wife  iliall  hail  it,  and  the  fair  befriend  : 

To  beauty’s  fun  fome  Rofcius  homage  pay, 

And  Shakefpearc  fhoot  beneath  the  foftering  ray. 


*  France- 
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Nor  Ben  nor  Congreve  from  the  fcene  refrain. 

Nor  old  Anacreqn,  with  his  chian  {train. 

Mirth  mix’d  with  wifdom,  fhall  affert  her  rule. 

And  love  enlighten  Ariftotle's  fchoob^  »  -  •  ( -  • 

PROLOGUE  /a  the  New  Comedy  of\  ariety.  Spoken  by  Mr,  King, 

Written  by  R.  Tick  ell,  Efq, 


AMIP  the  rival?  of  contending  trade. 

That  court  Variety’s  fucceffive  aid, 

Two  neighbouring  houfesmoft  exert  their  cares, 

To  deck  with  novelty  their  patent  wares; 

Both  in  their  turns  your  generous  cuftom  gain. 

For  both  a  powerful  company  maintain. 

In  Covent-garden,  and  at  D.rury-lane. 

What  emulation  fires  this  rival  pair ! 

Variety,  their  everlafting  care - 

What  choice  affortments  each  prefents  to  view  ? 
New  furbifh’d  remnants ,  now  whole  pieces  new. 

And  now  old  patterns,  by  the  fciffars  fkill, 

Slic’d  into  fafety  like  a  cut  bank-bill . 

Here  all  th e/atiin  of  Circaffia  Urines, 

Or  homefpun  fluff  with  Scott ifh  Plaid  combines. 
There  chequer'd  Harlequin’s  fair  Virtue  calls 
To  Negro  nymphs,  in  hnfey-woolfey  (bawls  ; 
Chibtaws  and  Ti£taws  all  the  town  entice — 

True  Eatlern  fplendour! — 4  nothing  but  full  price.5 
?Tis  good  old  Lain  rebukes  the  haughty  boaft, 

Stalks  from  his  tomb,  and  finks  a  half-price  ghofb 
What  then  to  juftly  win  this  precious  name, 

What  true  Variety  now  fues  for  fame  ? 

Let  your  own  judgment  fix  our  author’s  plqa— 

To  that  wo  trull  to-night’s  Variety. 

No  foft’ring  paragraph  our  mufe  can  boaff, 

To  flip  young  laurels  in  the  Morning  Poll ; 

Or  call  the  feed  ling  puffs,  at  random  fet, 

T o  thrive  tranfplanted  in  the  Noon  Gazette, 

Such  bankrupt  tricks  let  falfe  ambition  play, 

And  live  on  paper  credit — day  by  day  ; 

Yarietv  difdains  to  trufl  her  caufe 
To  felfifh  flatt’ry,  or  to  bought  applaufe. 

What  fays  the  town  ? — do  more — reform — cnough- 
That  Bruffellcs  Gazette  flop  the  prompter’s  puff, 

*1  he  prompter’s  eye,  in  a  fine  phrenzy  fit. 

Glances  from  pit  to  box,  from  box  to  pit ; 

And  as  his  fancy  bodies  forth  whole  rows 
Of  abfent  belles,  and  vifionary  beaux, 
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His  fertile  pen  aflifts  the  ideal  vapours, 

And  gives  them  local  fixture  in  the  papers. 

There  the  bold  tropes  of  adulation  glow, 

Refplendent  crowds  the  teeming  houfe  o’erflow 
Repeated  burfts  attend  each  fcene  throughout. 

And  the  play  clofes  with  a  general  fhout. 

But  this  fictitious  currency  is  paft - 

Falfe  drafts  on  Fame  mull  be  di  (grac’d  at  lafL 
In  wit,  as  wealth,  for  treafure  or  applaufe, 

True  genuine  credit  is  the  public  caufe— 

The  laws  of  talfe  at  leaft  ftiould  ftill  be  free— 

Affert  them  kindly  for —Variety. 

E  P I  L  O  G  U  E  to  Lady  Craven’j  Arcadian  Pastoral.  Spoken  ly 
Miff  Faulkener,  in  the  Character  of  the  Fairy . 

THINK  not,  good  folks,  becaufe  our  play  is  done — 

That  all  my  power  of  Conjuration’s  gone  l 
No  mortal  pow’r  a  fairy  can  difarm, 

And  females  ne’er  give  up  their  right  to  charm. 

Behold  the  proof!  I  wave  this  wand  thrice  round  :  — 

Now  you’re  all  ftruck  like  ftatues — all  fpell -bound  ! 

Ladies,  you  feel  it,  don’t  you  ?  And  you,  Sirs  ? 

There’s  no  one  aniwers ;  not  a  creature  ftirs. 

Well  now,  no  grumbling!  or,  as  I’m  a  fprite. 

Not  one  amongil  you  iliall  go  home  to-night. 

JVe  preternatural  things,  ’bout  whom,  of  old, 

Your  prating  nurfes  have  fuch  wonders  told, 

Are  ftrangeiy  falfify’d  !  —  With  them  our  trade’s. 

To  pop  thro’  key*holes,  and  to  pinch  old  maids ; 

To  meet,  in  troops,  by  moon-light  on  the  green, 

And  dance,  in  myftic  circles,  round  our  queen  ! 

This,  and  a  great  deal  more,  as  wife  as  true. 

Some  good  believing  Chriftians  think  we  do. 

But  know,  a  million  nobler  far  is  ours, 

And  we  to  greater  ends  diredt  our  pow’rs. 

Is  there  a  maid,  to  whom  fome  thoughtlefs  youth 
Talks,  and  means  nothing,  about  love  and  truth  ? 

Inftant  a  fairy  flies  to  point  the  fnare, 

And  whifper  in  her  ear.  Beware  !  Beware  ! 

Is  there  a  fenntor  in  all  your  land, 

Who  for  a  bribe  holds  out  his  venal  hands  ? 

To  twdtch  his  fieeve,  our  winged  fquadrons  fly, 

And  whifper  in  his  ear.  Oh,  fie  !  Oh,  fie  ! 

Is  there  a  dowager,  at  cards  grown  grey, 

Who,  when  fhe  lofes,  can  forget  to  pay  ? 


She 
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She  mud  not  think  to  Tcape  the  fairy’s  blame  ; 

We  thunder  in  her  ear,  For  Jh  a  me  !  For  jhame  ! 

But,  chief  of  all  your  race,  the  young  and  fair 
We  make  with  pleafure  our  peculiar  care  : 

Ev’n  in  their  leaft  concerns  we  take  a  part. 

And  deign  to  guide  the  freifeur’s  toilfome  art. 
Whene’er  Durinda  drefles  for  the  ball, 

We  hover  o’er  in  clouds  of  Marefchal ; 

Attend  her  there — there  watch  her  eyes  and  lips. 
And  check,  with  fage  advice,  whene’er  flie  trips. 
Such  are  our  talk s— farewell !  remember  vie  ! 

The  charm  is  broke,  and  now  again  you’re  free, 

{Goings  returns. 

Good  heav’ns,  I’d  nigh  forgot  r — But  I  was  fent 
To  alk,  if  with  our  play  you’re  all  content.  . 

My  little  trembling  friends  impatient  wait. 

To  hear  from  me  your  judgment,  and  their  fate. 
One  too  there  is,  to  whom  your  kind  applaufe. 

As  doubly  flatt’ring,  double  joy  will  caufe  : 

And  the  to  merit  molt  concern  appears. 

Who  to  an  author's  joins  a  mother’s  fears. 


EPILOGUE  to  the  Walloons,  by  the  Author 

NOW  men  are  fcarce,  and  thefe  wide-wafting  wars 
Make  dreadful  havock  of  our  gallant  tars. 
Heroines,  how  fay  you  ?  fhall  the  white  flag  fly  ? 

Turn  out  the  female  volunteers,  fay  I. 

My  galley,  man  d  and  officer’d  by  you, 

Shall  challenge  Cleopatra  s  and  her  crew  : 

And  doubt  not,  gentle  warriors,  you  fhall  find 
All  foft  accommodations  to  your  mind  : 

O’er  the  white  waves  your  painted  bark  fhall  rife. 

With  enfign  colour’d  from  the  emt>e*ors  eyes  ; 

Your  ropes  of  filk,  your  decks  with  carpels  fpread* 

And  filver  tiflue  awning  over  head  ; 

Your  filter  Sea-Nymphs,  wherefoe’er  you  fail. 

With  Per  fas  odours  fhall  perfume  the  gale  ; 

Neptune  in  ftate  upon  your  Item  fhall  ride, 

And  powder’d  Tritons  ogle  by  your  fide. 

Then,  French  monfieurs,  keep  off  at  length  of  cable. 

If  once  we  grapple,  girls,  they’ll  find  us  able  ; 

Nay,  let  their  boafted  Paris  dames  advance. 

The  blood  of  Britain  ’gainft  the  rouge  of  France, 

We’ll  fairly  fettle  the  account  between  us, 

And  triumph  on  the  element  of  Venus. 


For 
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For  Spain,  our  friend  at  heart,  in  $rms  our  fofi 
Our  eyes  jfkali  conquer  them  without  a  blow'  ; 

By  love  and  muftc  their  foft  fouls  are  won. 

We’ll  fight  them  with  guitar,  and  not  with  gun  ; 

Their  generous  lives,  though  not  their  hearts  we’]!  fpare  « 
The  brave,  tho*  vanquish'd,  bill  deferve  the  fair. 

But  for  thofe  flovenly  mynheers,  the  Dutch, 

Let  not  their  troufers  come  within  my  touch ; 

Oh,  we’ve  a  rod,  dear  countrymen,  to  tickle 
Thofe  herring  mongers,  fous’d  in  their  own  pickle- 
But  you,  Americans,  who  fpurn  the  bread: 

To  which  your  helplefs  infancy  was  preft. 

Ye  imretorning  prodigals,  who  feed 
On  empty  hulks,  and  prefs  the  broken  reed 
Of  gallic  promifes,  oh  come  and  prove 
A  mother’s  pardon  and  a,  fiber's  love* 
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Preface.?,  biographical  and  critical , 
to  the  Works  of  the  Knglijh  Poets . 
by  Samuel  Johnfon.  10  volt. 

1 2  mo. 

THOUGH  the  merits  of  this 
learned  performance  have 
been  long  fince  the  fubje£t  of  dicuf- 
fion,  and  its  reputation  be  eftablifh- 
cd  on  the  moft  univerfal  aoplaufe, 
yet  the  uniformity  of  our  plan,  and 
the  refpeffc  due  to  a  name  fo  jullly 
celebrated,  require  that  we  fhould. 
connect  with  our  former  remarks 
fome  obfervations  on  the  lad  fix 
Volumes  of  this  valuable  work. 

Perhaps  no  age  or  country  has 
ever  produced  a  fpecies  of  criti- 
cifm  more  perfect  in  its  kind,  or 
better  calculated  for  general  in- 
flrudtion,  than  the  publication  be¬ 
fore  us :  for  whether  we  conhder 
it  in  a  literary,  philofophical,  or  a 
moral  view,  we  are  at  a  lofs  whe¬ 
ther  to  admire  mod  the  author’s 
variety  and  copioufnefs  of  learning, 
the  foundnefs  of  his  judgment,  or 
the  purity  and  excellence  of  his 
character  as  a  man. 

It  is  furely  of  importance  to  the 
rifing  generation  to  be  fupplied  in 
the  mod  elegant  walk  of  literature 
with  a  guide,  who  points  out 
what  is  beautiful  in  writing  as 
well  as  in  action,  who  uniformly 
blends  indruttion  with  amufement, 
who  informs  the  underftanding. 


2nd  rectifies  the  judgment,  while 
he  mends  the  heart. 

But  notwitdanding  the  gene* 
ral  popularity  of  this  performance, 
and  an  uncommon  degree  of  de¬ 
cision  in  its  favour,  it  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  a  work  of  this 
nature,  indeed  that  any  work, 
fhould  pafs  totally  without  excep¬ 
tion,  or  without  cenfure.  In  fome 
indances  it  has  divided  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  learned,  in  a  few  it 
has  provoked  the  feverity  of  cri- 
ticifiii ;  vyith  what  propriety  the 
public  have  judged  from  the 
pamphlets  that  have  appeared,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  defence  of  Gray.  That 
the  doctor  was  not  over  jealous  to 
allow  him  the  degree  of  praife 
that  the  public  voice  had  pretty 
tmiverfally  afligned  him,  is,  we 
think,  fufficiently  apparent.  Par¬ 
tiality  to  his  beautiful  elegy,  had 
perhaps  allotted  him  a  rank  abovt 
his  general  merits :  that  judiee 
was  the  object  of  the  biographer, 
we  cannot  doubt;  but  in  com¬ 
bating  opinions,  we  fuppofe  to  be 
erroneous,  vve  are  extremely  fub- 
ject  to  fall  ourfelves  into  the  op* 
pofite  extreme,  and  to  this  we  arc 
inclined  to  attribute  whatever  de¬ 
viations  from  the  general  accuracy 
of  the  author  may  b.e  met  with  in 
the  courfe  of  this  work  In  this 
opinion  we  are  confirmed  by  in¬ 
dances  on  the  other  lide,  where  the 

doctor 
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dodor  feems  to  give  hyperbolical 
praife  to  names,  which  had  per¬ 
haps  been  buffered  to  lie  under 
too  much  neglect  and  oblivion. 
Whether  the  origin  of  fomething 
like  an  attachment  to  a  particular 
let  of  notions,  or  a  let  of  men, 
may  be  explained  upon  this  prin¬ 
ciple.  we  leave  our  readers  to  de- 

a.  ■ 

termine  That  our  learned  au¬ 
thor’s  judgment  has  been  warped 
on  iome  fubjeCts,  where  party  has 
■an  influence,  is  the  opinion  of  pro¬ 
bably  the  greater  number  of  his 
admirers  ;  and  if  it  be  true,  it  is 
a  decifive  argument  to  lbew  the 
prevalence  of  prejudice,  and  that 
the  ftrongeft  underftanding  is  not 
always  proof  againfl  its  inroads. 

After  a  very  copious  and  minute 
narrative  of  the  life  and  writings 
of.  Addifon,  who  {lands  next  in 
the  arrangement  of  this  edition,  he 
bums  up  the  literary  and  moral  cha¬ 
racter  of  that  celebrated  author  by 
a  concluflon,  out  of  which  we  fbali 
lay  before  our  readers  the  follow¬ 
ing  extracts. 

44  Addifon,  in  his,  life,  and  for 
home  time  afterwards,  was  conii- 
dered  by  the  greater  part  of  readers 
as  bupremely  excelling  both  in 
poetry  and  criticifm.  Part  of 
ids  reputation  may  be  probably 
afcribed  to  the  advancement  of  his 
fortune ;  when,  as  Swift  obferves, 
he  became  a  ftatelman,  and  faw 
poets  watting  at  his  levee,  it  is 
no  wonder  that  praife  was  accu¬ 
mulated  upon  him.  Much  like- 
wife  may  be  more  honourably 
afcribed  to  his  perlonal  character  : 
he  who,  if  he  had  claimed  it, 
might  have  obtained  the  diadem, 
was  not  likely  to  bs  denied  the 
laurel. 

44  His  poetry  is  flrff  to  be  con- 
fidered  ;  of  which  it  is  to  be  con- 
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feffed  that  it  has  not  often  thofe 
felicities  of  diction  which  give 
lufire  to  fentiments,  or  that  vigour 
of  fentiment  that  animates  dic¬ 
tion:  there  is  little  of  ardor,  ve¬ 
hemence,  or  tranfport :  there  is 
very  rarely  the  awfulnefs  of  gran¬ 
deur,  and  not  very  often  the  iplen- 
dor  of  elegance.  He  thinks  juft- 
ly ,  but  he  thinks  faintly.  This  is 
his  general  character;  to  which, 
doubtlefs,  many  Angle  paffages 
will  furnifh  exceptions;  yet  if 
he  beldam  reaches  iupreme  excel¬ 
lence,  he  rarely  finks  into  dulnefs, 
and  is  flill  more  rarely  entangled 
in  aofurdity.  He  did  not  truil 
his  powers  enough  to  be  negli¬ 
gent.  '.['here  is  in  moil  of  his 
compofitions  a  calmnefs  and  equa¬ 
bility,  deliberate  and  cautious, 
fometimes  with  little  that  de¬ 
lights,  but  feldom  with  any  thing 
that  offends. 

44  As  a  deferiber  of  life  and 
manners,  he  muff  be  allowed  to 
Rand  perhaps  the  firft  of  the  firft 
rank.  His  humour,  which,  as 
bteele  obferves,  is  peculiar  to 
himfelf,  is  fo  happily  diffufed  as 
to  give  the  grace  of  novelty  to 
domeftic  feenes  and  daily  occur¬ 
rences.  He  never  outileps  the 
modefty  of  nature,  nor  raifes  mer¬ 
riment  or  wonder  by  the  violation 
of  truth.  His  figures  neither  di¬ 
vert  by  diftortion  nor  amaze  by 
aggravation.  He  copies  life  with 
fo  much  fidelity,  that  he  can  be 
hardly  faid  to  invent:  yet  his  ex¬ 
hibitions  have  an  air  fo  much  ori¬ 
ginal,  that  it  is  difficult  to  fup- 
pofe  them  not  merely  the  produCl 
of  imagination. 

44  As  a  teacher  of  wifdom,  he 
may  be  confidently  followed.  His 
religion  has  nothing  in  it  enthu- 
ffaftic  or  fuperftitious :  he  appears 

neither 
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neither  weakly  credulous,  nor  wan¬ 
tonly  fceptical ;  his  morality  is 
neither  dangeroufly  lax,  nor  im¬ 
practicably  rigid.  All  the  en¬ 
chantment  of  fancy,  and  all  the 
cogency  of  argument,  are  employ¬ 
ed  to  recommend  to  the  reader  his 
real  intereft,  the  care  of  plealing 
the  author  of  his  being. 

“  Truth  is  fhewn  lometimes  as 
the  phantom  of  a  vifion,  fome- 
Jtimes  appears  half  veiled  in  an  al¬ 
legory  ;  fometimes  attracts  regard 
in  the  robes  of  fancy,  and  lome¬ 
times  fteps  forth  in  the  confidence 
of  reafon.  She  wears  a  thoufand 
dreffes,  and  in  all  is  pleafing. 

Mille  habet  ornatu*,  mille  decenter  habet. 

“  His  profe  is  the  model  of  the 
middle  ftylej  on  grave  fubjeCts 
not  formal,  on  light  occafions  not 
groveling  :  pure  without  fcrupu- 
lofity,  and  exaCt  without  apparent 
elaboration  ;  always  equable,  and 
always  eafy,  without  glowing 
words  or  pointed  fentences.  Ad- 
difon  never  deviates  from  his  track 
to  fnatch  a  grace ;  he  feeks  no 
ambitious  ornaments,  and  tries  no 
hazardous  innovations.  His  page 
is  always  luminous,  but  never 
blazes  in  unexpected  fplendor. 

“  It  feems  to  have  been  his 
principal  endeavour  to  avoid  all 
harfhnefs  and  feverity  of  diction  ; 
he  is  therefore  fometimes  verbofe 
in  his  tranfitions  and  connections, 
and  lometimes  defcends  too  much 
lo  the  language  of  converlation  ; 
yet  if  his  language  had  been  lefs 
idiomatical,  it  misfit  have  loft 
fomewhat  of  its  genuine  angli- 
cifm.  What  he  attempted,  he 
performed ;  he  is  never  feeble, 
and  he  did  not  with  to  be  ener¬ 
getic;  he  is  never  rapid,  and  be 


never  11  agnates.  His  fentences 
have  neither  ftudied  amplitude, 
nor  affeCted  brevity  ;  his  periods, 
though  not  diligently  rounded, 
are  voluable  and  eafy.  Whoever 
willies  to  attain  an  Englifh  ltyle, 
familiar  but  not  eoarfe,  and  ele¬ 
gant  but  not  oitentatious,  inufh 
give  his  days  and  nights  to  the  vo¬ 
lumes  of  Addifon.” 

We  could  not  refill  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  tranferibing  lo  large  a  por¬ 
tion,  as  it  exhibits,  with  a  peculi¬ 
ar  happinefs,  the  character  of  a 
malterly  writer,  drawn  by  a  maf- 
terly  hand. 

The  fixth  volume  contains  the 
lives  of  Granville,  Rowe,  Tickell, 
Congreve,  Fenton,  and  Prior. 

Granville  is  deferibed  as  an 
amiable  and  accomplished  charac¬ 
ter,  but  an  indifferent  poet  ;  and 
his  fame  is  with  jullice  aferibed 
rather  to  the  elevation  of  his  rank, 
than  to  the  intrinfic  merit  of  his 
works. 

“  Granville  was  a  man  illuftri- 
ous  by  his  birth,  and  therefore 
attracted  notice;  fince  he  is  by 
Pope  (tiled  the  polite ,  he  mult  be 
fuppoied  elegant  in  his  manners, 
and  generally  loved.  He  was  in 
times  of  conteff  and  turbulence 
fteadv  to  his  party,  and  obtained 
that  elleem  which  is  always  con¬ 
ferred  upon  firmnefs  and  confiit- 
ency.  With  thofe  advantages, 
having  learned  the  art  oi  verify¬ 
ing,  he  declared  himfe'if  a  IWet, 
and  his  claim  to  the  laurel  was 
allowed.'’ 

After  a  minute  and  ingenious 
inveftigation  of  the  mei its  and 
faults  of  his  dramatic  works,  the 
character  of  Rowe  as  a  writer 
is  fummed  up  in  the  following 

words 
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words :  “  Whence  then  has  Rowe 
fais  refutation  ?  from  the  reafon- 
ablenels  and  propriety  of  fome  of 
his  fcenes,  from  the  elegance  of 
Iris  diCtion,  and  the  luavity  of  his 
verfe.  He  feidom  moves  either 
pity  or  terror,  but  he  often  ele¬ 
vates  the  fentiments  ;  he  feidom 
pierces  the  bread;,  but  he  always 
delights  the  ear,  and  often  im¬ 
proves  the  under  handing/* 

He  adds, 

The  verfion  of  Lucan  is  one 
ofthegreted  productions  of  Eng- 
lifli  poetry ;  for  there  is  perhaps 
none  that  fo  completely  exhibits 
the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal,,  Lucan  is1  didinguifhed  by 
a  kind  of  dictatorial  or  philoso¬ 
phic  dignity,  rather,  as  Quinti¬ 
lian  obferves,  dec! amatory  than 
poetical  ;  full  of  ambitious  mora¬ 
lity  and  pointed  fentences,  com- 
prifed  in  vigorous  and  animated 
lines.  This  character  Rowe  has 
very  diligently  and  fuccefsfully 
preferred.  * — —  His  verfiticalion., 
which  is  fuch  as  his  cOtempo- 
raries  praCtifed,  without  any  at¬ 
tempt  at  innovation  or  improve¬ 
ment,  feidom  wants  either  melody 
or  force  ;  his  author’s  lenfe  is 
fomelimes  a  little  diluted  by  ad¬ 
ditional  infufions,  and  Tome  times 
Weakened  by  too  much  ekpanTion. 
But  fuch  faults  are  to  be  expeCted 
in  all  translations,  from  the  con- 
dram  t  of  meafures  and  diffmiili- 
tude  of  languages.  The  Phar- 
falia  of  Rowe  deferves  more  no¬ 
tice  than  it  obtains,  and  as  it  is  more 
read,  will  be  more  efleemed.” 

To  Ticlcell,  Congrave,  and 
Prior,  is  aftigrted  a  portion  of  this 
work  f uitable  to  their  rank,  and 
their  refpettive  merits  are  c'ha- 
TaCteriie4  with  great  truth  arid 
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accuracy  ;  —  but  the  life  of  Pope 
hands  eminently  didinguifhed  by 
the  minutenefs  with  which  it  has 
been  traced,  by  the  variety  of  in° 
formation  it  contains,  and  the  va¬ 
luable  criticifm  it  abounds  with. 
The  cwriofity  of  the  biographer 
has  followed  him  through  the 
lliade  of  retirement,  through  the 
pleafantry  of  convivial  fociety,  and 
the  tumult  uf  his  literary  warfare  ? 

reflections  peculiarly  intereftingto 
the  fcholar  and  the  moralift. 

T  he  following  extracts  cannot  BO 
unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

“  Of  his  intellectual  character, 
the  confident  and  fundamental 
principle  was  goodfenfe,  A  prompt 
and  intuitive  perception  of  confo- 
nance  and  propriety.  He  faw  im¬ 
mediately,  of  his  own  conceptions, 
what  was  to  be  chofen,  and  what 
to  be  rejected  ;  and  in  the  work£ 
of  others,  what  was  to  be  iliunned^ 
and  what  was  to  be  copied. 

“  But  good  fenfe  alone  is  a  fe* 
date  and  quiefcent  quality,  which 
manages  its  paihons  well,  but  does 
not  increafe  them  *  it  celleCts  few 
materials  for  its  own  operations, 
and  preferves  fafety,  but  nevef 
gains  itipremacy.  Pope  had  like- 
wife  genius  ;  a  mind  aCtive,  am¬ 
bitious,  and  adventurous,  always 
invefti gating,  always  afpiring  ;  in 
its  wilded  learches  dill  longing  to 
go  forward,  in  its  higheft  bights 
-dill  wiiliing  to  be  higher  ;  always 
imagining  lomething  greater  than 
it  knows,  always  endeavouring 
more  than  it  can  do. 

“  To  aiiid  thefe  powers,  he  is 
faid  to  have  had  great  ftf ength  and 
e’xaCtnefs  of  memory  .  That  which 
he  had  heard  or  read  was  not  eafily 
loft,  and  he  had  before  him  not 

only 
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only  what  his  own  meditation  fug- 
gefted,  but  what  he  had  found  in 
other  writers  that  might  be  accom¬ 
modated  to  his  prefent  purpofe.” 

“  Thefe  benefits  of  nature  he 
improved  by  inceffant  and  un¬ 
wearied  diligence  ;  he  had  re 
courfe  to  every  fource  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  loft  no  opportunity  of 
information  ;  he  confulted  the 
living  as  well  as  the  dead  ;  he  read 
his  compofitions  to  his  friends,  and 
was  never  content  With  mediocrity 
when  excellence  could  be  attained. 
He  conlidered  poetry  as  the  bulb 
nefs  of  his  life,  and  however  he 
might  feem  to  lament  his  occupa¬ 
tion,  he  followed  it  with  con¬ 
stancy :  to  make  verfes  was  his 
fn  ft  labour,  and  to  mend  them  was 
his  laft. 

He  was  one  of  .thofe  few 
ivliofe  labour  is  their  pleafu’re  :  he 
was  never  elevated  to  negligence, 
nor  wearied  to  impatience:  he 
never  paiTed  a  fault  unainended  by 
indifference,  nor  '-quitted  it  by 
defpair :  he  laboured  his  works 
firft  to  gain  reputation.,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  keep  it. 

“  He  profeffed  to  have  learned 
his  poetry  from  Dryden,  whom, 
whenever  an  opportunity  was  pre- 
fented,  .  he  praifed  through  his 
whole  life  with  unwearied  libera¬ 
lity  ;  and  perhaps  his  character 
may  receive  feme  illuftration,  ii  he 
be  compared  with  his  in  after. 

“  Integrity  of  underftanding 
and  nicely  of  difeernment  were 
not  allotted  in  a  lefs  proportion  to 
Dryden  than  to  Pope.  The  rec¬ 
titude  oi  -Dry  den’s  mind  was  fu&i- 
ciently  fbewh  by  the  difiriiffion  of 
his  poetical  prejudices,  and  the 
rejection  of  unnatural  thoughts 
aid  ruLwed  numbers,  Put  Dry- 
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den  never  defired  to  apply  all  the 
judgment  that  he  had,  He  wrote* 
and  profeffed  to  write,  merely  for 
the  people  ;  and  when  he  pleafed 
others,  he  contented  himtelf.  He 
fpent  no  time  in  ftruggles  to  route 
latent  powers  j  he  never  attempted 
to  make  that  better  Which  was  al¬ 
ready  good,  nor  often  to  mend 
what  he  mull  have  -known  to  be 
faulty.  He  wrote,  as  he  tells 
us,  with  very  little  consideration: 
when  neceffity  or  occafton  called 
upon  him,  he  poured  out  what 
the  prefent  moment  happened  to> 
fupply  5  and  when  once  it  had 
palled  the  prefs,  ejected  it  from, 
his  mind  ;  for  when  he  had  no  -pe¬ 
cuniary  in  ter  eft,  he  had  no  further 
folicitude. 

“  Pope  was  not  content  to  falls- 
fy  ;  he  ddlred  to  excel,  and  there¬ 
fore  always  endeavoured  to  do  his 
belt :  he  did  not  court  the  candour* 
but  dared  the  judgment  of  his  rea¬ 
der  ;  and  expecting  no  indulgence 
from  others,  he  fliewed  none  to 
h'imfelf.  He  examined  lines  and 
words  with  minute  and  punctilious 
obfervation,  and  retouched  every 
part  with  indefatigable  diligence* 

till  he  had  left  nothing  to  be  for- 

© 

given, 

“  In  acquired  knowledge  the 
fuperiority  muff  be  allowed  to 
Dryden,  Whofe  education  was 
more  fcholailic  and  who,  before 
he  bee  me  an  author,  had  been 
allowed  more  time  for  ftudy,  with 
better  means  of  information.  His 
Tnind  has  a  larger  range,  and  Ire 
collefb  his  Images  and  ill-ultra- 
tions  froin  a  more  extenjive  .cir¬ 
cumference  of  fcicnce,  Dr  yd  ess. 
knew  more  of  man  in  his  general 
nature,  and  Pope  in  his  focal 
manners.  The  notions  of  Dry- 

<dm 
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den  were  formed  by  comprehen- 
five  fpeculation,  and  thofe  of  Pope 
"by  minute  attention.  7  here  is 
more  dignity  in  the  knowledge  of 
Dry  den,  and  more  certainly  in 
that  of  Pope, 

“  Of  genius,  that  power  which 
conftitutes  a"  poet ;  that  quality, 
without  which  judgment  is  cold 
and  knowledge  is  inert  ;  that 
energy  which  collects,  combines, 
amplifies,  and  animates ;  the  fu- 
periority  muft,  with  fome  hefita- 
tion,  be  allowed  to  Oryden.  It 
is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  of  this 
poetical  vigour  Pope  had  only  a 
little,  becaufe  Dryden  had  more  ; 
for  every  other  writer  fince  Milton 
muft  give  place  to  Pope ;  and  even 
of  Dryden  it  muft  be  faid,  that  if 
he  has  brighter  paragraphs,  he  has 
not  better  poems. 

“  Dryden’s  performances  were 
always  hafty,  either  excited  by 
fome  external  occafion,  or  ex¬ 
torted  by  domeftic  neceffity ;  he 
eompofed  without  confideration, 
and  publifhcd  without  correction  : 
what  his  mind  could  fupply  at 
call,  or  gather  in  one  excurfion, 
was  all  that  he  fought,  and  all 
that  he  gave.  The  dilatory  cau¬ 
tion  of  Pope  enabled  him  to  con- 
dence  his  ientiments,  to  multiply 
his  images,  and  to  accumulate  ail 
that  ftudy  might  produce,  or 
chance  might  fupply  If  the 
flights  of  Dryden  therefore  are 
higher,  *Pope  continues  longer  on 
the  wing.  If  of  Dry  den’s  fire  the 
blaze  is  higher,  of  Pope’s  the 
heat  is  more  regular  and  conftant. 
Dryden  often  furpafles  expectation, 
and  Pope  never  falls  below  it. 
Dryden  is  read  with  frequent  ofto- 
nifhmeot,  and  Pope  with  Derpe- 
tual  delight.” 
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The  life  of  the  unfortunate 
Savage'  exhibits  a  melancholy  in- 
ftance  of  uncommon  ability  united 
with  uncommon  diftrefs,  and  what 
is  ftill  more  remarkable,  and  more 
to  be  lamented,  of  a  mother  moil 
unnaturally  anxious  to  accomplifli 
the  mifery  of  her  own  child.  It 
would  be  difficult  to  mention  a 
narrative  throughout  the  whole 
compais  of  Englilh  biography, 
calculated  fo  powerfully  to  awaken 
the  reader’s  feelings,  to  excite  his 
compallion  on  the  one  fide,,  and 
his  deteftation  on  the  other.  The 
ftory  is  here  told  in  a  manner 
ftrikingly  pathetic,  and  interwoven 
with  reflections  that  do  honour  to 
the  writer. 

It  concludes  with  the  following 
extract 

“  This  relation  wi.l  not  be 
wholly  without  its  ufe,  if  thofe, 
who  languifh  under  any  part  of 
his  fuffcringsj  fhall  be  enabled  to 
fortify  their  patience,  by  reflect¬ 
ing  that  they  feel  only  thofe  af¬ 
flictions  from  which  the  abilities 
of  Savage  did  not  exempt  him  ; 
or  thofe,  who,  in  confidence  of 
fuperior  capacities  or  attainments, 
dil regard  the  common  maxims  of 
life,  ihall  be  reminded,  that  no¬ 
thing  will  fupply  the  want  of 
prudence ;  and  that  negligence 
and  irregularity,  long  continued, 
will  make  knowledge  ufelefs,  wit 
ridiculous,  and  genius  contemp¬ 
tible.” 

Oi  the  intermediate  and  fubfe- 
quent  lives  the  molt  eminent  are 
thole  of  Swift  and  Young.  In 
the  former,  though  well  executed, 
little  new  was  to  be  expeCted; 
and  the  latter  was  written  by  a 
friend  of  the  author,  and  in  no 
indifferent  ilile  of  imitation. 

An 
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JJn  EJfjy  cn  the  Genius  and  Writings 
of  Pope. 

THE  performance  before  us 
is  rhe  fequel  of  a  work  pub¬ 
lished  fome  years  ago,  the  avowed 
intention  of  which  was  to  decide 
upon  the  merits  of  Pope,  to  de¬ 
termine  in  what  clafs  of  our  Eng- 
lilh  poets  he  Ihould  be  ranked*  or 
at  leaft  to  fnew,  that  he  is  not 
entitled  to  a  place  amongft  the 
firft.  The  plan  adopted  by  the 
author  to  prove  his  pofition  is  can¬ 
did  and  judicious.  The  whole  of 
the  poet’s  works  being  diftinCtly 
examined,  and  the  particular  beau¬ 
ties  and  defers  ol  each  in  general 
accurately  remarked.  But  we 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  this  publication  would  have 
been  more  l'uccefsfully  aniwered, 
had  the  learned  critic  lefs  fre¬ 
quently  indulged  his  peculiar  turn 
for  digreflions;  which,  though 
they  are  often  ingenious,  and  ge¬ 
nerally  entertaining,  lerve  only  to 
divert  the  reader  from  his  main 
purpofe,  by  incumbering  the  me¬ 
mory,  and  diilipating  the  atten¬ 
tion.  It  is  not  meant  to  infmuate, 
that  the  paflages  we  allude  to,  have 
not,  upon  the  whole,  a  natural 
connection  with  the  fubject  in  con- 
fideration:  but  we  think  they  are 
often  purl'ued  too  far,  and  it  even 
happens  fometimes,  that  a  train 
of  unexpected  reflections  is  fo  in¬ 
troduced,  that  we  are  furpriled  at 
length  to  relume  the  thread  ol  the 
original  work.  Dr.  Warton  dil- 
covers  an  extenflve  knowlegde  ol 
Italian  literature,  and  an  elegant 
tafte  for  the  fine  arts: — Tut  re¬ 
marks  on  Ariofto  and  Petrarch, 
are  not  remarks  upon  Pope  j  and 
the  mofit  accurate  dilquilition  on 
architecture  or  painting,  is  at  belt 
Vol.  XXV. 
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but  unfeafonable,  if  it  has  no  re¬ 
lation  to,  or  is  but  flightly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  proper  objeCt  of 
our  attention.  Among  the  re¬ 
marks  on  the  Temple  oj  Fame ,  are 
the  lollowing. 

High  on  his  car  Sefoftris  (track  my  view. 
Whom  Icepter’d  llavcs  in  golden  harnels 
drew  • 

His  hand  a  bow  and  pointed  jav’iin  hold; 
His  giant  limbs  are  arm’d  in  leaks  of 
gold. 

“  This  coloflal  ftatueof  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  eaftern  tyrant  is  not  very 
ftrongly  imagined.  As  Phidias  is 
laid  to  have  received  his  ideas  of 
majelty  in  his  famous  Jupiter,  from 
a  paflage  from  Homer,  fo  it  is  to  be 
wilhed,  that  our  author’s  imagi¬ 
nation  had  been  inflamed  and  en¬ 
larged,  by  ftudying  Milton’s  mag¬ 
nificent  Picture  of  Satan.  The 
word  hold  in  the  third  line  is  par¬ 
ticularly  feeble  ana  flat.— — It  is 
well  known  that  the  Egyptians,  in 
ail  their  productions  of  art,  mif- 
took  the  gigantic  for  the  fublime, 
and  greatnels  of  bulk  for  greatnefs 
of  manner.” 

Of  what  we  have  here  quoted, 
fome  part  is  appofite  enough,  and 
the  red  is  without  doubt  true ; — 
but  the  application  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  extraCt  is  not  quite  fo  obvious. 

Of  Gothic  ftru&ure  was  the  northern  fide, 
O’erwrought  with  ornaments  oi  barbhous 
pride. — 

“  Thofe  who  have  confidered  the 
theory  of  architecture,  lays  a  writer 
who  had  thoroughly  ltudied  it,  tell 
us,  the  proportions  of  the  three 
Graecian  orders,  were  taken  from 
the  human  body,  as  the  moft  beau¬ 
tiful  and  perfect  production  of  na¬ 
ture. — Plence  were  derived  thofe 
graceful  ideas  of  columns,  which 
if  had 
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had  a  character  of  ftrength  without 
clumfmefs,  and  ot  delicacy  with¬ 
out  weaknefs.  Thole  beautiiul 
proportions  were,  .1  fay,  taken 
originally  from  nature,  which,  in 
her  Creatures,  as  hath  .  been  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  referreth  to  tome 
life,  end,  or  defign.  The  Gon- 
fiezza  alfo>  or  fwelling,  and  the 
diminution  of  a  pillar,  is  it  not  in 
fuch  proportion  as  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  ftrong  and  light  at  the  fame 
time  ?  in  the  fame  manner,  mull 
not  the  whole  entablature,  with 
its  projections,  be  fo  proportion- 
ed>  as  to  feem  great,  but  not  hea¬ 
vy  ;  light,  but  not  little;  inas¬ 
much  as  a  deviation  into  either 
extreme,  would  thwart  that  realon 
and  ufe  of  things,  wherein  their 
beauty  is  founded,  and  to  which 
it  is  lhbordinate  ? 

The  entablature  and  all  its 
parts  and  ornaments,  architrave, 
freeve,  cornice,  triglyphs,  me¬ 
topes,  modiglions,  and  the  reft, 
have  each  an  ufe,  in  giving  firm- 
nefs  and  union  to  the  building,  in 
protecting  it  from  the  weather,  in 
eafting  oit  the  rain,  in  reprelen t- 
ing  the  ends  of  the  beams  with 
their  internals,  the  production  of 
the  rafters^  and  fo  forth.  And 
if  we  confider  the  graceful  angles 
in  the  frontilpieces,  the  fpaces  be¬ 
tween  the  columns,  or  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  the  capitals,  {hall  we  not 
find  that  their  beauty  arifeth  from 
the  appearance  of  ufe,  or  the  imi¬ 
tation  of  natural  things,  whole 
beauty  is  originally  founded  on 
the  fame  principle  ?  Which  is  in¬ 
deed  the  grand  diftinCtion  between 
Graecian  and  Gothic  architecture, 
the  latter  being  fantaftical,  and 
for  the  molt  part  founded  neither 
in  nature  nor  reafon,.  in  necelfity 
nor  ufe,  the  appearance  of  which 


accounts  for  all  the  beauties, 
graces,  and  ornaments  of  the 

other. — - Alciphron,  vol.  i« 

dial.  3.” 

So  far  as  this  extraCt  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  lhew  the  propriety  of  the 
poet’s  expreflion,  in  applying  the 
epithet  of  barbarous  to  the  orna¬ 
ments  of  Gothic  architecture,  it  is 
not  totally  foreign  to  the  purpofe  : 
- — the  diftinCtion  between  Grecian 
and  Gothic  architecture  is  accu¬ 
rately  marked,  and  the  fuperiority 
of  the  former  eftablifhed  on  its 
proper  balls. 

However,  it  is  obvious  to  feleCt 
paffages,  where  the  author,  not 
contented  with  this  defultory  fpe- 
cies  of  criticifm,  enters  into  a 
more  minute  inveftigation  of  the 
work,  and  characterizes  its  merits 
with  penetration  and  ability. 

“  There  fatZamolxis  with  erected  eyes, 
And  Odia  here  in  mimic  trances  dies ; 
There  on  rude  iron  columns,  fmear’d  with 
blood, 

The  horrid  forms  of  Scythian  heroes 
flood, 

Druids  and  bards  (their  once  loud  harps 
unftrung) 

And  youths  that  died  to  be  by  poets  fung. 

In  thefe  beautifi|l  verfes  we 
muft  admire  the  poftures  of  Za- 
molxis  and  Odin,  which  exaCtly 
point  out  the  characters  of  thefe 
famous  legiflators,  and  inftructors 

of  the  northern  nations. - As 

expreftive,  and  as  much  in  cha¬ 
racter,  are  the  figures  of  the  old  he¬ 
roes,  druids  and  bards,  which  are 
reprefented  as  {landing  on  iron 
pillars  of  barbarous  workman¬ 
ship;  they  remind  one  of  that 
group  of  perfonages,  which  Vir¬ 
gil,  a  lover  of  antiquity,  as  every 
real  poet  muft  be,  has  judicioully 
placed  before  the  palace  of  Lati- 
nus. 


Quinetiam 
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Quinetiam  velerum  effigies  ex  ordsne  avo- 
rum,  \  -  .  . 

Antiqua  e  cedro,  Italufq-,  paterq-,  Sabi- 
<  nus  » 

Vitilator,  curvam  fervaas  lub  imagine  fal- 
cem  •, 

Saturnufq-  fenex,  Janiq-  bifrontis  imago, 
Yeltibulo  aftabant.” — 

He  concludes  his  examination 
of  this  poem  with  the  following 
remarks. 

“  In  finifhing  this  feflion,  we 
may  obferve,  that  Pope’s  altera¬ 
tions  of  Chaucer,  are  introduced 
with  judgment  and  art ;  that  thele 
alterations  are  more  in  number,  and 
more  important  in  condudt,  than 
any  Dry  den  has  made  of  the  fame 
author.  This  piece  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Steele,  who  entertained 
a  high  opinion  of  its  beauties,  and 
who  conveyed  it  to  Addifon.  Pope 
had  ornamented  the  poem  with  the 
machinery  of  guardian  angels,  which 
he  afeerwards  omitted.  He  fpeaks 
ofhis  work  with  a  diffidence  un- 
coriimon  in  a  young  poet,  and 
which  does  him  credit.  No  errors, 
fays  he  to  Steele;  are  fo  trivial,  but 
they  deferve  to  be  mended.  I 
could  point  to  you  feveral,  but 
it  is  my  bufmefs  to  be  informed  of 
thofe  faults  I  do  not  know  ;  and  as 
for  thofe  I  do;  not  to  talk  of  them, 
but  mend  them.  I  am  afraid  ot 
nothing  fo  much  as  to  irrpofe  any 
thing  upon  the  world  which  is 
unworthy  ot  its  acceptance.” 

His  obfervations  on  the  poerrt 
cf  January  and  May ,  the  li'ije  oj 
Bathy  and  ‘ Tranjlations  of  Statius 
and  Ovid)  are  thus  introduced; 

“  The  firft  dawnings  ot  polite 

literature  in  Italy,  appeared  in  tale 

writing  and  fables,  Boccace  gave 

a  currency  and  vogue  to  this  lpe- 

cies  of  competition.  He  collected 

many  of  the  common  tales  ot  Bis 

country,  and  delivered  them  in 
*  * 


[>ii 

the  pureffc  ftile,  enlivened  with  in- 
terefting  circ  urn  fiances,.  Sacchet- 
ti  publifhed  tales  before  him,  in 
which  are  many  anecdotes  ot  Dante 
and  his  coterapora  ies.  Boccace 
was  faintly  imitated  by  feveral  Ita¬ 
lians,  Poggic,  Bandello,  Cinthio, 
Firenzuola,  Malefpini,  and  others. 
Machiavel  himfelf  aid  honour  to  this 
fpecies  of  writing  by  his  Belphe- 
gor. 

“  To  produce  and  carry  on 
with  probability  and  decorum  a 
feries  of  events,  is  the  mo  ft  diffi¬ 
cult  work  cf  invention  j  and  if 
we  were  minutely  to  examine  the 
popular  ftories  of  every  nation, 
we  fhould  be  amazed  to  find  how 
few  circumftances  have  been  ev6r 
invented.  Fafls  and  events  have 
been  varied  and  modified,  but  to- 
tally  new  facts  have  not  been 
created.  The  writers  of  the  old 
romances,  from  whom  Ariofto  and 
Spencer  have  borrowed  fo  largely, 
are  fuppofed  to  have  had  copious 
imaginations  j  but  may  they  not 
be  indebted,  for  their  invulnera¬ 
ble  heroes,  their  monitors,  their 
enchantments,  their  gardens  of 
pleafure,  th,ir  winged  ireeds*  and 
the  like,  to  the  Echidna,  to  the 
Circe,  to  Tie  Medea,  to  the  A- 
chiiles,  to  the  Syrens,  to  the 
Harpies,  to  the  Phryxus,  and  the 
Belli rophon  cf  the  ancients  ?  The 
cave  of  Polypheme  might  furnilh 
out  the  ideas  of  their  giants,  and 
Andromeda  might  give  occafiou 
for  ftories  of  diftrelfed  damfels 
on  the  point  of  being  devoured  by 
dragons,  and  delivered  at  fuch  a 
critical  feafon  by  their  favourite 
knights;  Some  faint  traditions  of 
the  ancents  might  have  been 
kept  glimmering  and  alive  during 
the  whole  barbarous  ages,  as  they 
P  sty  ...  ate 
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are  called  ;  and  it  is  not  impofti- 
ble,  but  thefe  have  been  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  the  Genii  in  the  eaftern, 
and  the  Fairies  in  the  weftern  world. 
To  fay  that  Anradis  and  Sir  Trif- 
tan  have  a  claffical  foundation, 
may  at  hr  ft  fight  appear  paradoxi¬ 
cal  ;  but  if  the  fubjedt  were  exa¬ 
mined  to  the  bottom,  I  am  inclin¬ 
ed  to  think,  that  the  wildeft  chi¬ 
meras  in  thofe  books  of  chivalry, 
with  which  Don  Quixote’s  library 
Was  furnished,  would  be  found  to 
have  a  clofe  connection  with  ancient 
mythology. 

“  We  of  this  nation  have  been 
remarkably  barren  in  our  inven¬ 
tions  of  fads  ;  we  have  been  chief¬ 
ly  borrowers  in  this  fpecies  of 
compohtion  ;  as  the  plots  of  our 
molt  applauded  plays,  both  in  tra¬ 
gedy  and  comedy,  may  witnefs, 
which  have  generally  been  taken 
from  the  novels  of  the  Italians  and 
Spaniards. 

*c  The  ftory  of  January  and  May, 
now  before  us,  is  of  the  comic 
kind,  and  the  charader  of  a  fond 
old  dotard  betrayed  into  dilgrace 
by  an  unfuifable  match,  is  iup- 
ported  in  a  lively  manner.  Pope 
has  endeavoured,  fuitably  to  fa¬ 
miliarize  the  ftatelinefs  of  our  heroic 
meafure,  in  this  ludicrous  narra¬ 
tive  ;  but  after  all  his  pains,  this 
meafure  is  not  adapted  to  fuch 
lubjedts,  fo  well  as  the  lines  of  four 
feet,  or  the  French  numbers  of 
Fontaine. 

“  Fontaine  is,  in  truth  the  ca¬ 
pital  and  unrivalled  writer  of  comic 
tales.  Fie  generally  took  his  lub- 
jeds  from  Poccace,  Poggiws,  and 
Ariofto;  but  he  adorned  them  witji 
fo  many  natural  ftrokes,  with  fuch 
quaintnefs  in  his  refledions,  and 
fuch  a  drynefs  and  archnds  ci 
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humour,  as  cannot  fail  to  excite 
laughter. 

t(  Our  Prior  has  happily  caught 
his  manner,  in  many  of  his  lighter 
tales  ;  particularly  in  Hans  Car¬ 
vel,  the  invention  of  which,  if  its 
genealogy  be  worth  tracing,  is 
tirft  due  to  Poggius.  It  is  found^ 
in  the  hundred  and  thirty-third  at 
his  Facetiae,  where  it  is  entitled 
6  Vilio  Franchifci  Philelphi  ;’  from. 
hence  Rabelais  inferred  it,  under 
another  title,  in  his  third  book  and 
twenty-eighth  chapter;  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  related  in  a  book  called 
e  The  Hundred  Novels  ;’  Ariofto 
finilhes  the  fifth  of  his  incompara¬ 
ble  fatires  with  it;  Malefpini  alfo 
made  ufe  of  it;  Fontaine,  who 
imagined  Rabelais  to  be  the  in¬ 
ventor  of  it,  was  the  fixth  author 
who  delivered  it,  as  our  Prior  was 
the  laft  ;  and  perhaps  not  the  leaft 
fpirited.” 

Though  we  were  principally  in¬ 
duced  to  infert  this  quotation,  on 
account  of  the  ufeful  information  it 
Contains,  yet  we  muft  obferve,  that 
it  abundantly  proves  the  juftnefs 
of  what  has  been  advanced  refpedt- 
ing  the  author’s  digreffive  mode  of 
writing. 

His  obfervations  on  the  EJJay  on 
Man,  are  a  fpecimen  of  juft  and  ele¬ 
gant  critilcifm. 

“  The  Eftay  on  Man  is  as  clofe 
a  piece  of  argument,  admitting  its 
principles,  as  perhaps  can  be 
found  in  verie.  Pope  informs  us 
in  his  firjl  preface,  that  he  chofe 
this  eoiftolarv  wav  of  writing, 
notwithftandmg  his  fubjedt  was 
high,  and  of  dignity,  becaufe  of 
its  being  mixed  with  argument, 
which  of  its  nature  approacheth 
to  profe  ?  He  has  not  wandered 
into  any  ufeleis  digreilions,  has  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed  no  fictions,  no  tale  or  ftory, 
and  has  relied  chiefly  on  the  poe¬ 
try  of  his  itile,  for  the  purpofe  of 
intfrefting  his  readers. — His  ftile 
is  concife  and  figurative,  forcible 
and  elegant.  He  has  many  me¬ 
taphors  and  images,  artfully  in- 
terfperfed  in  the  dried:  palTages, 
which  flood  moft  in  need  of  fuch 
ornaments.  Neverthelefs  there  are 
too  many  lines  in  this  perfor¬ 
mance,  plain  and  profaic.  The 
meaner  the  fiubjedt  is  of  a  precep¬ 
tive  poem,  the  more  linking  ap¬ 
pears  the  art  of  the  poet  ;  it  is 
even  of  ufe  perhaps  to  chufe  a  low 
fubjedt.  In  this  refpedt  Virgil 
had  the  advantage  over  Lucretius ; 
the  latter,  with  all  his  vigour  and 
l'ublimity  of  genius,  could  hardly 
fatisfy  and  come  up  to  the  grandeur 
of  his  theme.  Pope  labours  under 
the  fame  difficulty.  If  any  beauty 
in  this  eflay  be  uncommonly  tran- 
fcendent  and  peculiar,  it  is  Brevity 
of  Didtion  ;  which  in  a  few  inftari- 
ces,  and  thofe  pardonable,  has  oc- 
cafionea  obfcurity.  It  is  hardly  to 
be  imagined  how  much  fettle,  how 
much  thinking,  how  much  obferva- 
tion  on  human  life,  is  condenfed 
together  in  a  fmall  compafs.  He 
was  fo  accuftomed  to  confine  his 
thoughts  in  rhyme,  that  he  tells  us, 
lie  could  exptels  them  more  fliortly 
this  way,  than  in  profe  itfelf.  On 
its  firfr  publication,  Pope  did  not 
own  it,  and  it  was  given  by  the 
public  to  Lord  Paget,  Dr.  Young, 
Dr.  Defasmliers  and  others.  Even 

O  # 

Swift  leems  to  have  been  deceived  ; 
there  is  a  remarkable,  paflage  in  one 
of  his  letters !  (  I  confel's  1  did  ne¬ 

ver  imagine  you  were  fo  deep  in 
morals,  or  that  fo  many  new  and 
excellent  rules  could  be  produced 
fo  advantageoully  and  agreeably  in 
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that  fcience,  from  any  one  head. 
I  confefs  in  fome  places  I  was  forc¬ 
ed  to  read  twice  ;  I  believe  I  told 
you  before  what  the  Duke  of 

D -  faid  to  me  on  that 

occafion  ;  how  a  judge  here  who 
knows  you,  told  him,  that  on  the 
firft  reading  thofe  eflay s,  he  was 
much  pleafed,  but  found  fome 
lines  a  little  dark  ;  on  the  fe- 
cond,  mod:  of  them  cleared  up, 
and  his  pleafure  increaled  ;  011 

the  third,  he  had  no  doubt  re¬ 
maining,  and  then  he  admired  the 
whole.’ 

“  The  fubjedt  of  this  eflay  is 
a  vindication  of  Providence,  in 
which  the  poet  propofes  to  prove, 
that  of  all  poffible  fyftems,  infinite 
wifdom  has  formed  the  belt ;  that 
in  fuch  a  fyftem,  coherence,  union, 
fubordination,  are  neceflary  ;  and 
if  fo,  that  appearances  of  evil,  both 
moral  and  natural,  are  alfo  necef- 
fary  and  unavoidable;  that  the 
feeming  defedts  and  blemiffies  in  the 
univeife,  confpire  to  its  general 
beauty  ;  that  as  all  parts  in  an  ani¬ 
mal  are  not  eyes,  and  as  in  a  city, 
comedy,  or  pidture,  all  ranks,  cha- 
radters,  and  colours,  are  not  equal 
or  alike ;  even  fo  excefles,  and 
contrary  qualities,  contribute  to 
the  proportion  and  harmony  of 
the  univerfal  fyftem  ;  that  it  is  not 
Arrange,  that  we  ffiould  not  be  able 
to  ditcover  perfection  and  order  in 
every  inftance  ;  becaufe  in  an  infi¬ 
nity  of  things  mutually  relative,  a 
mind  which  fees  not  infinitely,  ean 
fee  nothing  fully. 

i(  This  dodtrine  was  inculcated 
by  Plato  and  the  Stoics,  but  more 
amply  and  particularly  by  the  later 
Platonifts,  and  by  Antoninus  and 
Simplicius.  In  illuftrating  his  fub¬ 
jedt,  Pope  has  been  much  more 

deeply 
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deeply  indebted  to  the  Theodicee 
of  Leibnitz,  to  Archbidiop  King’? 
Origin  of  Evil,  and  to  the  Moralids 
of  Lord  Shaftelbury,  than  to  the 
philolcphers  above-mentioned.— — - 
The  fete.  Lord  Bathurft  repeatedly 
allured  me,  that  he  had  read  the 
■whole  fcheine  of  the  Eflay  on  Man, 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Bolingbroke, 
and  drawn  up  in  a  feries  of  propor¬ 
tions,  which  Lope  was  to  verlify  and 
illudrate;  in  doing  which,  our  poet, 
it  mud  be  confeiied,  left  feveral 
paffages  fo  exprelTed,  as  to  be  fa¬ 
vourable  to  fatalifm  and  neceffity, 
not withdan ding  all  the  pains  that 
can  be  taken,  and  the  turns  that 
can  be  given  to  thole  pailages,  to 
plate  them  on  the  fide  of  religi¬ 
on,  and  make  them  coincide  with 
the  fundamental  doCtriues  of  revela¬ 
tion. 

Awake,  my  {at.  John,  leave  a|l  meaner 
things 

To  low  ambition,  and  the  pride  of  kings  ; 
Let  us,  fince  life  can  little  more  fuppiy 
Than  juft  to  look  about  up,  and  to  die, 
Expatiate  free  o’er  all  this  1'cene  of  man  ; 

A  mighty  maze  ]  but  not  without  a  plan. 

Epif.  1. 

<e  This  opening  is  awful,  and 
commands  the  attention  of  the 
reader.  The  word  awake  has  pe¬ 
culiar  force,  and  obliquely  alludes 
to  his  noble  friend’s  leaving  bis  po¬ 
litical,  for  philofophical  purfuits.” 

The  whole  of  this  excellent 
poem,  and  of  the  moral  effays, 
are  examined  with  a  critical  mi- 
nutenefs  $  and  Dr.  Warton’s  de¬ 
terminate  judgment,  refpeCting  the 
merits  of  his  author,  is  befr  col¬ 
lected  from  the  conclufion '  of  this 
enquiry. 

“  Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to 
give  a  critical  account,  with  free¬ 
dom,  but  it  is  hoped  with  impar¬ 
tiality,  of  each  of  Pope’s  works ; 


by  which  rev ie w  it  will  appear? 
that  the  larged  portion  of  them  is 
of  the  didaCtic,  moral,  and  fatyric 
kind  ;  and  consequently,  not  of  the 
mod  poetic  fpecies  of  poetry 
whence  it  is  manifed,  that  good 
fenfe  and  judgment  were  his  cha- 
raCteridical  excellencies,  rather 
than  fancy  and  invention  5  not 
that  the  author  of  the  Rape  of  the 
Lock,  and  Eloifa,  can  be  thought 
to  want  imagination,  but  becaufe 
his  imagination  was  not  his  pre¬ 
dominant  talent,  becaufe  he  in¬ 
dulged  it  not,  and  becaufe  he  ga£e 
not  fo  many  proofs  of  this  talent  as 
of  the  other.  This  turn  of  mind 
led  him  to  admire  French  models; 
he  dudied  Boileau  attentively ; 
formed  himfelf  upon  him,  as  Mil- 
ton  formed  himfelf  upon  the  Gre¬ 
cian  and  Italian  Sons  of  Fancy. 
— Ele  duck  to  defcribing  modem 
manners ;  but  thole  manners,  be¬ 
caufe  they  are  familiar,  uniform, 
artificial,  and  polilhed,  are,  in  their 
very  nature,  unfit  for  any  lofty  ef¬ 
fort  of  the  mule.  He  gradually  be¬ 
came  one  of  the  mod  corredf,  even, 
and  exaCt  poets  that  ever  wrote  ; 
pokfhing  his  pieces  with  a  care  and 
afficjuity,  that  no  bufmefs  or  avo¬ 
cation  ever  interrupted:  fo  that  if 
he  does  not  frequently  ravilh  and 
tranfport  his  reader,  yet  he  does 
not  difgud  him  with  unexpected 
inequalities,  and  abfurd  impro¬ 
prieties,  Whatever  poetical  en«* 
thufiafm  he  actually  poffedcd,  he 
withheld  and  difled.  The  peril  fa  1 
of  him  affeCts  not  our  minds  with 
fuch  drone  emotions  as  we  feel 

o 

from  Homer  and  Milton  ;  fo  that 
no  man  of  a*  true  poetical  fpirit, 
is  mader  of  himfelf  while  he  reads 
them.  Hence,  he  is  a  writer  fit 
for  universal  perufal  ;  adapted  to 
all  ages  and  dations;  for  the  old 

and 
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*  and  for  the  young;  the  man  of  bu- 
fiuefs  and  the  1'cholar.  He  who 
would  think  the  Fairy  Queen,  Pa- 
lamon  and  Arcite,  the  Temped:  or 
Comqs,  childifh  and  romantic,  might 
relifh  Pope.  Surely  it  is  no  narrow 
and  niggardly  encomium  to  fay  he 
is  the"  great  poet  of  reafon,  the  firffc 
of  ethical  authors  in  verfe.  And 
this  fpecies  of  writing  is,  after  all, 
the  fureft  road  to  an  extenfive  repu¬ 
tation.  It  lies  more  level  to  the 
general  capacities  of  men,  than  the 
higher  flights  of  more  genuine  poe¬ 
try. — 

“  Where  then,  according  to  the 
cjueflion  propofed  at  the  beginning 
of  this  elTay,  fliall  we  with  juftice 
be  authoriied  to  place  our  admired 
Pope  ?  Not,  affurediy,  in  the  fame 
rank  with  Spencer,  Shakefpeare, 
and  Milton ;  however  juftly  we 
may  applaud  the  Eloifa  and  Rape 
of  the  Lock  ;  but  conftdering  the 
corre&neB,  elegance*  and  utility  of 


his  works,  the  weight  of  fentiment, 
and  the  knowledge  of  man  they 
contain,  we  may  venture  to  aflign 
him  a  place,  next  to  Milton,  and 
juft  above  Dryden.  Yet,  to  bring 
our  minds  fteadily  to  make  this 
decilion,  we  muft  forget,  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  the  divine  mufic  ode  of  Dry¬ 
den  ;  and  many  perhaps  then  be 
compelled  to  confefs,  that  though 
Dryden  be  the  greater  genius,  yet 
Pope  is  the  better  artifL 

“  The  preference  here  given  to 
Pope,  above  other  modern  Englifh 
poets,  it  muft  be  remembered,  is 
founded  on  the  excellencies  of  his 
works  in  general,  and  taken  all  to-* 
gether ;  for  there  are  parts  and 
paflages  in  other  modern  authors, 
in  Young  and  in  Thoznfon,  for 
inftance,  equal  to  any  of  Pope; 
and  he  has  written  nothing  in  a 
ftrain  fo  truly  fublime,  as  the  Bard 
of  Gray.” 
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The  Hiftory  of  EUROPE. 


CHAP.  I. 

Retrofpedive  view  of  a  fairs  in  the  Eafi ,  which  led  to  the  late  alarming 
and  dangerous  fituation  of  the  Britijh  empire  in  India.  State  of  the  na¬ 
tive  powers,  with  refped  to  each  other ,  and  to  the  Eafl  India  Company . 
Greatnefs  of  the  Mar  at  t  a  empire  *,  and  nature  of  its  power ,  refources, 
and  government .  Infant  Ram-Rajah  depojed,  and  a  government  of 
minijiers ,  called  the  Raijhwajhip ,  JubJUtuted  in  his  place.  Ragonaut 
Row,  being  obliged  to  abandon  Poonah  and  his  country ,  jor  the  afajfin - 
at  ion  oj  his  nephew,  the  young  Paifbwa,  flies  for  refuge  to  Bombay.  Pro- 
teSiion  a  forded  to  Ragonaut,  lays  the  foundation  oj  all  the  jubfequent 
wars  with  the  Mar  alt  as.  Treaty  of  jriendjhip  and  alliance  between  the 

Eafi  India  Company  and  Hyder  Ally,  concluded  at  Madras  in  the  year 
i  769.  Refflal  to  furnijh  Hyder  wi’h  the  fuccours  Jiipulated  by  treaty 9 
in  his  fubjequent  ruinous  war  with  the  Marattas,  ejlranges  that  prince 
from  the  company,  and  occajions  his  embracing  French  connections .  7  reaty 

•  concluded  at  Bombay  with  Ragonaut  Row .  IVa.r  entered  into  with  the 
Marattas  for  his  refloration  to  power.  Ifland  oj  Salfette,  Baroach, 
and  other  places  conquered^  Treaty  oj  Poonah- ;  by  which  Ragonaut  is  to 
be  given  up,  and  the  new  conquefls  are  confirmed  to  tbe  company.  New 
fyfle  ms  of  policy  adopted.  Ragonaut  Ro-w  is  fill  protected,  and  various 
intrigues  entered  into  for  a  revolution  in  the  Maratta  government  in  his 
favour.  New  demands  to  be  made  upon  the  Court  of  Poonah,  the  rejec¬ 
tion  of  which  are  to  be  deemed  violations  oj  the  late  treatry.  Strong 
military  force  under  Colonel  Lcflie,  fent  acrofs  the  continent  from  Bengal. 
Proceedings  of  that  detachment  ;  Leflie  dies,  and  is  fucceedcd  by  Colonel 
Goddard .  Bropofals  for  a  treaty  with  Moodajee  Boofla ,  the  Rajah  oj 

Berar , 


CONTE  N  T  S. 

Birrary  for  placing  him.  at  the  head  of  the  Maratta  empire.  The  Court 
tf  Poonah  refnfing  to  comply  with  the  new  demands,  the  Britijh  refident 
ts  withdrawn ,  and  the  Bombay  army  landed  on  the  continent ,  in  order  to 
accompany  Ragommt  Row  to  that  capital.  Army  being  fur  rounded, 
and  all  means  oj  retreat  cut  off,  a  capitulation  takes  place .  Moderate 
terms  impofed  by  the  Marattas  in  the  treaty  of  IV or  gaum.  Ragonaut 
Row  is  given  tip,  and  the  army  conducted  by  a  body  of  Maratta  horfe  to 
the  fea  coafi,  where  it  embarks  for  Bombay .  [p.  1 

C  H  A  P.  1L 

Situation  and  conduit  of  Moodajee  Bcofla,  the  Rajah  of  Berar.  Gen.  God¬ 
dard  pajjes  the  Nerbudda  with  the  army ,  who  are  liberally /applied  with 
provifions  and  neceffaries  in  the  dominions  oj  Berar.  Negotiation  with 
the  Rajah ,  who  refufes  to  accede  to  the  conditions  held  out  by  the  prop  fed 
treaty ,  Goddard  Jets  out  on  his  march  for  Pootiah  %  receives  contradic¬ 
tory  infirudHom  on  his  way ,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  fuperintend 
the  Bombay  army  \  is  met  by  a  mini  ft  er  from  the  court  of  Roonah,  who 
defines  his  return  with  the  army  to  Bengal,  in  pur fuame  of  the  treaty  of 
Wargaum:  Goddard  refufes  to  comply,  and  directs  his  courfe  to  Surat. 
Preftdency  of  Bombay  difavem  the  treaty  of  IV or  gaum,  and  thereby  ex - 
fofe  the  heft  ages  to  great  apparent  danger.  New  fchemes  adopted  for  © 
revolution  in  the  Maratta  government .  '  Supreme  council  confirm  the  con - 
du3  of  Bombay  in  dif avowing  the  convention  of  W or  gaum  j  but  empower 
Goddard  to  negotiate  a  treaty  upon  other  terms  with  the  Marattas .  Great 
preparations  at  the  fame  time  made  for  war,  and  a  renewal  of  the  nego¬ 
tiation  with  Moodajee  Beofi.a  determined.  Strong  complaints,  made  by 
the  court  of  Paonah,  of  the  faitklefs  con  duff  of  the  company *  Ragobah 

c  [capes  from  the  cufiody  of  the  Maratta  s,  and  flies  for  refuge  to  Goddard's 
camp  i  which  increaj'es  the  difficulties  oj  the  negotiation  with  the 
former .  V arious  caufes  which  led  to  the  confederacy  of  the  great  princes 
af  India  for  the  extermination  oj  the  Fnglijb.  Marattas  break  off  the  ne¬ 
gotiation  with  Goddard,  and  conclude  a  peace  and  alliance  with  Hyder 
Ally *  Treaty  of  alliance  concluded  by  the  fupreme  council  with  the 

Rann-a  &f  Ghod.  Gen,  Goddard  concludes  a  treaty  with  Futty  Sing  j 
takes  Ahmed abad,  the  capital  of  the  Gnzercd,  by  form,  and  reduces  the 
whole  province.  S 'India  and  Hollar  arrive  with  a  Maratta  army. 

Sindia  re  ft  ores  the  gentlemen  who  were  given  as  baft  ages  at  IV or  gaum, 
propofols  by  Sindia  for  an  accommodation  rejected.  Gen.  Goddard  at¬ 
tacks  and  defeats  the  Maratta  army.  Capt .  Campbell  repul fes  Sindia , 
and  preferves  his  convoy.  Lieut .  IValfb  fur  prizes  and  defeats  a  large 

body  cf  Marattas .  Another  large  body  defeated  by  Major  Forbes.  Ma¬ 
lar  Popham  s  fncceffes  on  the  fide  of  Bengal  j  drives  the  Marattas  out  of 
the  country  of  Ghod  j  and  furprifes  the  fort  refs  of  Gualier,  which  had 
always  been  deemed  impregnable.  State  of  a  fairs  in  the  Carnatic. 
Treaty  with  Bazalef  fungjor  the  G nntoor  drear,  with  ether  trmf actions, 
which  led  tsjeakufy,  difhke 9  mid  OI-wilL  on  the  fide  of  the  Nizam  of  she 
Decan  %  and  oj  Hyder  Ally.  [24 
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c  H  A  P.  III. 

Shite  of  affairs  on  the  coaft  cf  Coromandel .  Mahie  taken.  Nabob  of  Arcot.' 
Strong  indications  cf  Hyder  Ally' s  indifpo fit  ion  to  the  government  of  Ma¬ 
dras,  and  of  his  defigus  upon  the  Carnatic.  Neglect  of  preparation .  DiJ- 
fentions  in  council,  Hyder  invades  the  Carnatic  with  a  great  army. 
Country  ravaged  z,  Com  ever  am  i>  irnt.  Arcot  bcjieged.  Gen.  Sir  He  dor 
Monro  marches  with  the  army  from  the  in  order  to  form  a  junction 

with  Col.  Bail  lie,  and  to  relieve  Arcot.  Hyaer  raifes  the  fege ,  and 
places  his  army  in  a  pofition  to  prevent  the  junction.  Baillie  defeats 
Meer  and  ' Tippoo  Saib,  but  IPyder' s  whole  army  being  in  his  way,  is\ 
unable  to  proceed  on  his  march.  Col.  Fletcher  fent  with  a  chojen  detach¬ 
ment  to  reinforce  Baillie.  Defperate  ad  ion,  between  liyder  s  army  and 
the  united  detachment .  Singular  gallantry  difplayed  by  that  fmall  body 
cf  men.  Accidental  blowing  up  of  their  powder,  changes  the  fortune  of 
the  day,  and  occcifions  the  Icjs  of  the  whole  corps.  Great  Jlaughter  \  Col. 
I  Letcher  killed,  and  Baillie,  with  a  fmall  number  of  Europeans ,  taken  pri¬ 
soners.  Gen.  Sir  H.  Monro  retreats  to  Chingleput ,  and  from  thence  to 
Madras.  Deplorable  Jlate  of  the  country,  and  cf  the  company's  affairs. 
Guntoor  Circar  refored  to  Bazalet  Jung  ;  and  a  conciliatory  letter  fent 
to  the  Nizam.  Hyder  renews  the  fege  cf  Arcot.  Bakes  the  city,  and 
afterwards  the  fort  or  citadel.  V igorous  meafures  taken  by  the  Supreme 

Council,  for  the  relief  cf  the  Carnatic.  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrives  at  Ma¬ 
dras,  with  a  large  jum  of  yiouey,  and  a  reinforcement  of  Europeans,  from 
Bengal  :  takes  the  command  oj  the  army.  Mr.  IF  kite  hill  fuf pended  from 
his  office  of  pref  dent  and  governor.  £53 

CHAP.  IV.  ,  , 

Sir  Eyre  Code's  defign  of  relieving  the  befeged fortreffes,  confirmed  by  the 
opinion  of  the  council  of  war,  and  the  approbation  of  the  feled  committee. 
Hyder  raifes  the  fege  of  IV and  eve  a jh ,  and  retires  with  precipitation ,  on 
the  a  [preach  of  the  Britifh  army .  The  other  beleaguered  places  relieved 

and  fupplied.  Dangers  arifing  from  the  perfidy  of  the  French  at  Pondi¬ 

cherry  obviated,  by  the  General's  d farming  the  inhabitants,  defraying 
their  boats,  and  removing  their  magazines  from  Carangelly.  Hyder  s 
Jhipping  dejlroyed  in  his  own  ports  by  Sir  Edward  Hughes.  Sir  Eyre 
Coote  marches  to  Porto  Hove,  to  jrufirate  the  enemy' s  d'ftgn  on  Tritchi - 
ttapoli.  Hyder' s  immenfe  force.  Number!  fs  difficulties  which  the  Englifh 
General  had  to  fur  mount.  Grand  battle  on  the  iji  of  July.  Hyder  s 
vafl  hojl,  after  a  very  long  and  obfliuate  engagement ,  defeated.  Hyder 
retreats  towards  Arcot,  and  Uippoo  Saib  raifes  the  fege  of  IVandcwajh-. 
Englifh  General  marches  to  the  northward,  and  forms  a  fund  ion  with  the 
forces  from  Bengal.  Takes  Trepaffore,  defeats  Hyder,  in  a  hard  and 
difficult  conjhdl,  on  the  2.7th  of  Augufi.  Dejects  him  a  third  time  on  the 
2gth  of  September .  Succeeding  adieus 9  in  which  the  Englifh  army  is 

. '  conjlantfy 
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Conftantly  victorious.  Dutch  fettlements  on  the  ijiand  of  Sumatra  fubduecL 
Sir  Edward  Hughes ,  and  General  Sir  Hector  Monro ,  befiege  Negapatam 
by  fea  and  land.  Place  Jurrendered,  upon  conditions.  The  Admiral 

'  proceeds  to  the  ijiand  of  Ceylon,  and  takes  the  Dutch  forts  and  fet tlement  of 
Trine  amale.  [7  9 

C  H  A  P:  V. 

Retrofpe Stive  V iew  of  affairs  in  Europe  to  the  clofe  of  the  year  1781. 
Second  attempt  of  France  upon  the  ijiand  of  Jet  fey.  Baron  de  Rollecourt 
lands  his  troops  in  the  night ,  and  fur  prizes  St.  Helier  the  capital.  Com¬ 
pels  the  lieutenant-governor  to  fign  a  capitulation.  Summons  Elizabeth 
Caflle .  Is  gallantly  attacked  in  the  town  by  Major  Pierfon.  French 

commander  falls ,  and  his  remaining  troops  furrender  prijoners  of  MS ar. 
Major  Pier  fort  unfortunately  (lain  in  the  infant  of  viSiory .  Neceffities  of 
the  inhabitants  and  garrifon  of  Gibraltar.  Extraordinary  prices  oj 
provifions  and  nece Juries.  Admiral  Darby  fails  with  the  grand  feet 
and  a  large  convoy  to  its  relief.  Spanijh  fleet  retires  into  Cadiz  at  his 
approach.  Gun-boats.  Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment  of  the 
town  and  garrifon  from  the  Spanijh  camp.  Town  deflroyed,  and  many 
of  the  inhabitants  peri fh .  Convoy  from  St.  Euflatius  taken  by  M.  de  la 
Alette  Piquet.  Secret  expedition ,  under  Commodore  fshnflone ,  and  Gen . 
Me&dowss .  Fleet  attacked  in  Port  Pray  a  Bay  by  M.  de  Suffrein.  French 
reptdjed.  M.  de  Suffrein  s  timely  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
fruf  rates  the  deflgn  upon  that  place .  Dutch  Jhips  taken  by  Mr.  ffohn- 
flone  in  Saldanha  Bay.  General  Elliot's  grand  fully  from  Gibraltar ,  by 
which  he  deflroys  the  enemy' s  batteries  and  works.  Invaflon  of  the  ijiand 
of  Minorca.  Combined  fleets  return  front  that  fervice,  to  cruife  at  the 
mouth  oj  the  Channel.  Propofol  for  attacking  Admiral  Darby  at  Torbay , 
overruled  in  a  council  of  war.  Enemy,  frujlrated  in  all  their  views , 
retire  to  their  ref pe Clive  ports.  State  oj  the  war  with  Holland ,  in 
Europe.  Admiral  Hyde  Parker  jails  with  a  fmall fquadron  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  oj  the  Baltic  trade.  Upon  his  return ,  jails  in  with  Admiral 
Zoutman ,  with  a  great  Dutch  convoy,  and  a  fuperior  jorce,  Defperate 
engagement  on  the  Doggar  Bank.  Dutch  Fleet  and  convoy  return  in 
great  dij order  to  their  own  coafis.  Hollandia  of  68  guns  funk.  Confe - 
quences  oj  the  ad  ion.  Royal  vift  to  Admiral  Parker  at  the  Nore ,  Ad¬ 
miral  Kempenfelt  fails  to  intercept  a  great  convoy  ft  ted  out  at  Brefl, 
with  troops,  fores  and fupplies,  jor  the  French  fleets  and  armies  in  the 
Eajl  and  IVejl  Indies.  Falls  in  with  and  takes  fever al  oj  the  convoy  ; 

•  Out  dif  c  overs  the  enemy  to  be  jo  greatly  fuperior  in  force,  that  he  could 
not  pi  ofecute  the  defign  farther.  [96 

CHAP.  VI. 

State  oj  parties  at  the  meeting  of  parliament.  Debates  on  the  fpeech  from 
tie  throne.  Addrefles  moved  in  both  Ploufes,  and  amendments  prepofed 
and  rejected.  Debate  refumed  on  the  report  of  the  addrefs  from  the 

committee . 
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committee .  Motion  for  granting  a  fupply  to  his  majefiy  cbpoj-ed  by 
Mr.  T.  Pitt,  and  after  a  warm  debate  carried,  on  a  divifon,  in  the 
affirmative.  Mr.  Burke's  motion  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houje  to 
inquire  into  the  confifcation  and  Jale  of  the  effects  and  merchandize  taken 
on  the  ifland  of  St.  Eujlatius,  rejected.  Motion  by  Mr.  Huffcy  for  adding 
10,000  feamen  to  the  . umber  moved  for  by  government  for  the  fervice  oj 
the  year  178  2.  Sir  fames  Leather's  motion  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
American  war  receded,  after  a  long  debate,  by  a  majority  of  only  41. 
Debate  on  the  army  ejlimates .  Converfation  relative  to  the  exchange  of 
frifoners  with  America.  Debate  on  the  motion  for  adjournment.  Petition 
from  Mr.  Laurens  prefented  by  Mr.  Burke.  Recejs.  [126 

C  H  A  P.  VII. 

Motion  of  Mr.  Fox,  for  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufes  of  the  want  of fuccefs  of  bis  Majefiy' s  naval  forces  during  the  war , 
and  more  particularly  in  the  year  1781.  Debate  on  the  ordnance  ejii- 
mates.  Motions  by  Mr.  Bar  re  and  Mr.  Burke.  Motion  for  the  re¬ 
commitment  of  the  report  negatived.  Motion  and  debate  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  relative  to  the  execution  of  Colonel  Haynes.  Committee  on  naval 
affairs.  Refolution  of  cenfure  rejeded  by  a  fmall  majority.  Motion  and 
debate  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  intended  advancement  of  Lord  George 
Sackville  Germaine  to  the  peerage.  Motion  on  the  fame  fubjed,  after 
his  creation.  An  addrefs  to  the  king,  to  put  an  end  to  the  American 
war,  moved  by  General  Conway,  and  rejeded  by  a  majority  of  one. 
Committee  of  the  lords,  on  the  lofs  of  the  ar?ny  at  Tork-Tcwn.  Refolution 
againft  the  American  war  carried  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Addrefs  to 
the  king.  The  king's  anfwer,  and  addrefs  of  thanks.  Second  refolution 
again fl  the  American  war.  Refolution  of  cenfure  on  his  majefiy's  mi - 
niflers  moved  by  Lord  'John  Cavendifh,  and  rejeded  by  a  majority  of 
ten.  Motion  by  Sir  John  Rous,  for  withdrawing  the  confidence  of 
parliament  from  his  majefiy's  minifter,  loft  by  a  majority  of  nine.  In¬ 
timation,  by  Lord  North,  to  the  Houfe,  of  his  majefiy '  intentions  to  change 
his  minifiers.  [ 1 5  r 

C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

New  Admi  niff  rati  on  formed  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham.  Public 
meafures  Jfipulated  for.  Recefs  of  parliament  during  the  Eafler  holidays. 

Debate  on  the  affairs  of  Ireland.  Meffage  from  the  king,  and  addrefs . 
Addrefs  from  the  Pa)  liament  of  Ireland.  Repeal  of  the  ad  of  the  Loth  of 
Geo.  1.  Addrefs  of  thanks  from  the  Irifh  Houje  of  Commons,  and  vote  of 

feamen.  Reward  voted  for  Mr.  Grattan,  farther  proceedings  in  the 

Englijh  parliament.  Revenue  Officers  and  Contra  dors  Bills  pafs  both 
houfe  s.  Bill  of  reform  in  the  civil  lift  expenditure.  Bill  for  regulating 
the  office  of  Pay mafler-G eneral  of  the  Forces.  Motion  for  refcinding  the 
refolution  relative  to  the  Midalefex  elediofi  carried.  Motion  by  Mr. 

William 
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William  Pitt ,  for  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  fate  of  the  rsprefe  hint  toft 
in  parliament  rejected,  upon  a  divifton.  Reflations  re  [peeling  Ex¬ 
chequer ,  and  other  offices.  Death  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham. 
Changes  in  the  mini  fry .  Debates  on  the  fubjsd,  in  both  houfes .  Short 
[ate  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Reports  oj  the  -India  Committee «.  King’s 
fpeech .  '  [ 1 77 

C  FI  A  F.  IX. 

Re  trope  Five  view  of  affairs  in  North  America  and  the  Wef -Indies  ^  in  the 
year  178 1.  South  Carolina.  Battle  at  the  Edit  ova  Springs.  CoL 
Stuart,  with  t  Britijh  forces,  retires  to  Charles  Town.  Ijland  of 
St.  Eufatius  fur  prized  and  taken  by  the  Marquis  de  Beni  lie.  Dutch 
fet dements  of  Demerary  and  Efjequibo  recovered  by  France.  Marquis  de 
Boui  lie  invades  the  If  and  oj  St.  ChrifopbeA s,  with  %,  000  men,  in  the 
beginning  oj  the  year  Ij8z,  and  is  j  up  ported  by  the  Count  de  Graffe, 

.  with  a  great  feet.  Gen.  Frazer  and  the  Governor,  with  the  jew  troops 
on  the  if  and,  retire  to  Br  inf  one  Hill.  Gallant  attempt  made  by  Ad¬ 
miral  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  with  a  very  inferior  force ,  to  five,  the  if  and  : 
draws  the  enemy  out.  to  fea,  and  then  [sizes  the  anchorage  ground  in  Baffe ~ 
terre  Road,  which  they  had  juf  quitted.  French  feet  repeatedly  attack 
the  Englijh  fquadron,  and  are  repuljed  with  lofs.  Works  on  Brimfone 
Hill,  in  no  degree  anfwerable  to  the  jlrength  of  the  jituation.  Gallant 
defence  made  by  the  Garrijon.  All  the  attempts  made  by  the  Admiral, 
and  by  Gen .  Prefect,  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  prove  ineffectual.  The 
works  and  buildings  on  the  top  oj  the  hill  being  alnioft  entirely  de  preyed, 
Gen.  Frafer  and  Gov.  Shirley  are  obliged  to  capitulate ,  and  obtain  con¬ 
ditions  highly  honourable  to  the  garrijon,  and  advantageous  to  the  if  and. 
Englijh  fquadron  fip  their  cables ,  and  return  to  Barbadoes.  Nevis  and 
Montjerrat  follow  the  fortune  oj  St.  ChrifopheA s.  Formidable  prepa¬ 
rations  by  France  and  Spain  for  the  invafon  of  famaica.  Admiral  Sir 
George  Rodney  arrives  with  a  frong  reinforcement  from  England,  and 
takes  the  command  oj  the  fleet .  Fails  in  his  defign  of  intercepting  the 
French  convoy  from  Bref  .  Puts  into  St.  Lucia  to  refit ,  and  to  watch 
(he  motions  of  the  enemy .  Objects,  and  refpedtive  force,  of  the  com¬ 
manders  on  both  fides *  Perilous  pate  oj  the  Englijh  affairs  in  the  W ef- 
Indies .  M.  de  Graffe  proceeds  with  his  feet  and  a  great  convoy  from 
Fort- Royal,  in  order  to  form  a  junction  with  the  French  and  Spanijh 
forces  at  Hifpaniola.  Is  immediately  purjued  by  Sir  George  Rodney . 
Partial  engagement  between  the  French  feet  and  the  van  Qj  the  Englijh , 
on  the  Qtb  oj  April.  Great  fea-fight  on  the  1 2  to,  which  lafs  from 
fun-rife  to  jun-fet.  Gallantry  dijplayed  on  both  fides .  French  feet  en¬ 
tirely  routed.  cihe  Count  de  Graffe  taken  in  the  Ville  de  Paris.  Four 
ether  Jhips  of  the  line  taken,  and  one  funk.  K arious  particulars  of  the 
action.  Cefar,  one  oj  the  trench  prizes,  blown  ut>  on  the  night  of  the 
battle ,  Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Hood  detached  with  a  j  madron,  in  pur - 
fait  oj  the  enemy .  Takes  two  French  jhipsojt.be  line,  and  two  ■  frigates  $ 
m  the  Mona  paffage.  Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  with  the  Count  de 
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Graffie  and  the  prizes  to  "Jamaica.  Cenfequenc.es  of  the  late  *vi£hry%  Ho- 
nours  to  the  fuccefsjul  commanders.  Lord  Rodney  returns  to  England,  and 
is  jucceedcd  by  Admiral  Pigot.  Inadi z ity  of  the  oppojite  armies  in  North 
America,  confirmed  by  the  resolutions  of  Parliament,  and  by  the  Jubjequent 
negotiations  for  peace.  £  I  ^9 
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Minorca.  Siege  of  Fort  St.  Philip.  Fatal  progrefs  of  the  f  curvy  and  ether 
dif orders  in  the  garrijon.  Weaknefs  in  point  of  number.  Succejsjid  attack 
on  the  Duke  de  Grilled s  head-quarters  at  Cape- Mo  La.  Powder-magazine 

blown  up,  bomb-battery  dejlroyed,  ar.d  a  Jbip  Junk,  by  the  fire  prom  the 
fortrefs.  Garrijon  being  reduced  by  ficknefs,  General  Murray  jiibmils  to 
the  neceffity  of  a  capitulation.  Humanity  and  tender nejs  of  the  enemy  to  the 
ftek.  Goafs  of  theje  kingdoms  threatened  by  the  enemy.  Admiral  Barring¬ 
ton  fails  with  a  Jquadron  to  the  Bay,  and  falls  in  with  a  French  Convoy. 
Captain  Jarvis  takes  the  Pegaje  cj  74  guns .  Mojl  gJ  the  convey  taken. 
L*  A 61  ionaire,  oj  64  guns,  taken  by  Capt.  Maitland.  Lord  Howe  Jails  to 
the  coafl  of  Holland.  Dutch  fleet  returns  to  the  Tex  el  upon  his  approach * 
Combined  fleets,  in  their  wav  from  Cadiz,  fall  in  with  the  Newfoundland 
and  Quebec  convoy,  and  take  Jeveral  veffels.  Combined  fleets  approach  the 
channel .  Lord  Howe  Jails,  with  a  very  inferior  force,  to  protect  the  great 

Jamaica  convoy.  Enemy  return  to  port,  without  effecting  a  junction  with 
the  Dutch,  or  being  able  to  intercept  the  convoy.  Preparations  for  the 
relief  of  Gibraltar.  Royal  George  man  of  war  hjl  at  P or  tf mouth  \  Admi¬ 
ral  Kempenjelt,  Jeveral  officers,  with  a  great  number  of  people,  unfor¬ 
tunately  perijh.  Lord  Howe  fails  for  the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  State  of  that 
fortrejs.  H ajl  preparations,  by  fea  and  land,  for  its  attack,  by  the  com¬ 
bined  fleets  and  armies  of  France  and  Spain.  Confidence  placed  in  the 
new-conflru6led  battering  ffiips  contrived  by  the  Chevalier  de  Arc  on.  Some 
account  oj  thoje  formidable  machines.  Arrival  of  the  French  Princes  of  the 
blood  in  the  camp  before  Gibraltar.  l.etters  between  the  Duke  de  Gritlon 
and  General  Elliot.  Unexpedled  and  violent  cannonade  and  bombardment 
from  the  garrijon,  by  which  the  enemy"' s  works  fuffered  greatly.  V iolent 

fire  on  the  fortrefs.  Combined  fleets  arrive  at  Algeziras.  Grand  attack « 
Dreadful  cannonade  and  bombardment,  from  the  lines,  the  battering  jhips, 
and  the  garrijon.  Admiral"* s  Jbip,  and  another,  at  length  fet  on  fire,  and 

blow  up  in  the  night.  General  conflagration.  Extraordinary  exertions  of 
gallantry  and  humanity,  dif  played  by  Captain  Curtis,  and  his  feamen  in 
the  gun-boats,  in  faving  the  enemy  from  the  fames.  Battei  ing  Jhips  entirely 
defrayed.  Storm  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar.  Spanijh  Jhip  of  the  line  driven 
tinder  the  batteries ,  and  taken  by  the  garrijon.  Britijh  feet  arrives  in  the 
Straits .  Mofl  of  the  fore  Jhips  mifs  the*  Bay,  and  pajs  with  the  fleet  intoihe 
Mediterranean.  Combined  feets  fellow >9  but  avoid  action.  Lord  Howe 

having  landed  the  troops,  and ' fuccefsfully  relieved  Gibraltat  f  repaffes  the 
Straits.  Followed  by  the  combined  feets.  Difant  cannonade  t  ana  partial- 
*61  ion  in  the  Atlantic. 
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